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ABSTRACT
I n  1 857 ,  a rm ed  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  h i s  
p a r e n t s  a n d  h i s  n a t i v e  s t a t e  c o u l d  p r o v i d e ,  D a v id  Boyd 
l e f t  W y t h e v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  t o  s e e k  h i s  f o r t u n e  on t h e  
f r o n t i e r .  He h o p e d  t o  f i n d  w ork  a s  a  s c h o o l m a s t e r  o r  a s  a  
c i v i l  e n g i n e e r  on a r a i l r o a d  p r o j e c t  i n  E a s t  T e x a s ,  b u t  
t h e  P a n i c  o f  1857 and  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  some new ly  made f r i e n d s  
e n d e d  t h o s e  a m b i t i o n s .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  t o o k  a j o b  i n  Homer,  
L o u i s i a n a ,  a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l i n g  
Homer C o l l e g e .  The p o s i t i o n  p r o v e d  t e m p o r a r y  b u t  t h e  v o ­
c a t i o n  was p e r m a n e n t .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  f o r t y  y e a r s  D a v id  Boyd 
d e d i c a t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a ­
t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  T h i s  t h e s i s  i s  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  h a r d ­
s h i p s  a n d  h e a r t a c h e s  h e  e n d u r e d  i n  t h a t  c a u s e .
Y/hen D a v id  Boyd came t o  L o u i s i a n a ,  p l a n s  t o  e s t a b ­
l i s h  a  " S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g "  f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  e d u c a ­
t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  y o u t h  w e r e  a l r e a d y  w e l l  a d v a n c e d .  By 
J a n u a r y ,  1860,  t h e  s c h o o l  was o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  a b l e  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  W i l l i a m  T .  S h e rm an ,  a  West  
P o i n t  g r a d u a t e  a n d  a f o r m e r  m a j o r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Army. D a v id ,  one  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a c u l t y ,  t a u g h t  L a t i n  a n d
E n g l i s h  u n d e r  Sherm an u n t i l  t h e  com in g  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War
i v
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c a u s e d  b o t h  men t o  l e a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
i n  o p p o s i n g  a r m i e s .  By t h a t  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  D a v i d ’s  a t t a c h ­
ment  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  was s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  h e  p l a n n e d  t o  r e ­
sume h i s  c a r e e r  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  When i n f l u e n t i a l  
p o l i t i c i a n s  m anaged  t o  s e c u r e  h i s  r e l e a s e  f ro m  t h e  s e r v i c e  
h e  l e f t  n o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  i n  m id -1 8 6 3  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e o p e n  
t h e  S e m i n a r y .  B u t  F e d e r a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  c a u s e d  
him t o  r e j o i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Army w h e r e  h e  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  
t h e  T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e p a r t m e n t  s u r r e n d e r e d  i n  May, 1865.  
Not u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  O c t o b e r  d i d  t h e  s c h o o l  r e o p e n  u n d e r  
i t s  new s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  D a v id  F r e n c h  Boyd.
F o r  t h e  n e x t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  D a v id  s t r u g g l e d  h e r o ­
i c a l l y  t o  k e e p  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  r e n a m e d  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1 8 7 0 ,  f ro m  c l o s i n g  i t s  d o o r s .  D e s p i t e  a  
c o s t l y  f i r e ,  R a d i c a l  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o v e rw h e lm in g  p o v e r t y  
a n d  g ro w in g  h o s t i l i t y  t o  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c i e s ,  he  
s u c c e e d e d  u n t i l  an  u n f r i e n d l y  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  m anaged  
t o  rem ove  h im  i n  1 8 80 .  He was r e c a l l e d  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  
b u t  t h e  homecoming p r o v e d  a  f a i l u r e .  Old a n t a g o n i s t s  w e re  
s t i l l  a c t i v e  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  no l o n g e r  n e e d e d  him t o  e n ­
s u r e  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  I n  1888 he  r e s i g n e d  t o  s t a r t  a  s e c o n d  
e x i l e  w h ic h  l a s t e d  a l m o s t  a d e c a d e .  F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  y e a r s  
o f  p o v e r t y ,  h u m i l i a t i o n  a n d  d e f e a t ,  he  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  a s  a p r o f e s s o r  o f  m ora l p h i lo s o p h y .  Two y e a r s  
l a t e r  he was dead , a s a d  and b i t t e r  man whose l a s t  days  
w ere p la g u e d  by overw ork and t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  no one a p p r e ­
c i a t e d  h i s  s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  s c h o o l .
A l t h o u g h  h i s  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  e n d e d  some t w e n t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h ,  
D a v i d  B o y d ' s  l i f e  was n o t  a  f a i l u r e .  He s a v e d  t h e  s c h o o l  
f r o m  p h y s i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  h e  s e c u r e d  a  
s m a l l  b u t  r e g u l a r  in com e  f o r  i t  t o  g u a r a n t e e  i t s  c o n t i n u e d  
o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  m os t  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  c h a r t e r  he  com posed  f o r  
i t  i n  1877 p r o v i d e d  l a t e r  a d m i n i s t x ’a t o r s  w i t h  a  b r o a d  a n d  
l i b e r a l  f r a m e w o rk  w i t h i n  w h ic h  t h e y  c o u l d  c o n s t r u c t  a  
m o d ern  u n i v e r s i t y .
CHAPTER I
THE VIRGINIA YEARS
In  1S57 D a v id  F r e n c h  Boyd was t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  
o l d ,  u n e m p lo y e d ,  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  t h e  p a n g s  o f  
u n r e q u i t e d  l o v e .  H i s  f a t h e r ’s  b u s i n e s s  was moving t o w a r d  
b a n k r u p t c y ,  a n d  t h e  young  man, d i s c o u r a g e d  a t  h i s  own 
b u s i n e s s  f a i l u r e ,  h a d  l i t t l e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  r e m a i n  i n  h i s  
b i r t h p l a c e ,  W y t h e v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a .
O r i g i n a l l y  f ro m  S c o t l a n d ,  t h e  Boyd f a m i l y  m i g r a t e d  
t o  M a r y l a n d  and  V i r g i n i a  so m e t im e  i n  t h e  l a t e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  J o h n  a n d  Mary Boyd l e f t  A y r s h i r e ,  S c o t l a n d ,  t o  
s e t t l e  n e a r  A n n a p o l i s ,  Anne A r u n d e l  C o u n t y ,  M a r y la n d ,  i n  
16S4.  A f t e r  t e n  y e a r s  t h e y  moved on  t o  P r i n c e  G e o r g e ' s  
C o u n ty ,  M a r y la n d ,  w h e re  t h e y  ^farmed and  r a n  an  i n n .  F o u r  
g e n e r a t i o n s  l a t e r ,  t h e i r  g r e a t - g r e a t  g r a n d s o n ,  Thomas 
D u c k e t t  Boyd a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  Mary M ag ru d er  Boyd,  w e re  l i v i n g  
a t  B o y d ' s  T a v e r n ,  A l b e m a r l e  C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a .  One o f  t h e i r  
t e n  c h i l d r e n ,  named a f t e r  a  p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  p l a c e ,  
was Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd, b o r n  i n  1804 a t  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  
V i r g i n i a .  I t  was Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f
2
D avid  F r e n c h  Boyd, who e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f a m i l y  a t  Wythe
County, i n  s o u t h w e s te r n  V i r g i n i a . ^
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd was a s e l f - m a d e  man. H is
" t o o  i n d u l g e n t "  f a t h e r ,  c a p t u r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  War o f  1812 ,
d i e d  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  r e l e a s e  by t h e  B r i t i s h .  To r e l i e v e  h i s
h a r d p r e s s e d  m oth er , Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd went t o  work f o r
a  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  m e r c h a n t  when o n l y  t h i r t e e n .  L a t e r  t h e
m e r c h a n t  a n d  h i s  w i f e  p r o v i d e d  h im f r e e  room a nd  b o a r d
w h i l e  h e  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l .  W i th  an oldex* b r o t h e r  h e  " r e a d
law "  i n  Richmond f o r  a  y e a r ,  and  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1826 ,  h e  e n -
2
r o l l e d  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  F o l l o w i n g  a d m i s s i o n  
t o  t h e  b a r  i n  1828 ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd s e t t l e d  a t  
W y t h e v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  f o r m e d  a law  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  
J u d g e  D a v i d  McComas. McComas was m a r r i e d  t o  C y n t h i a
^Thomas M. Owen, H i s t o r y  o f  A labam a a n d  D i c t i o n a r y  
o f  A labam a  B i o g r a p h y  ( C h i c a g o ,  1 9 2 1 ) ,  I I I ,  1 8 7 - 8 8 .
2Copy o f  a  l e t t e r  by Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd t o  / ? / ,  
November / ? / , 1890 ,  i n  Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  Boyd F a m i l y  
G e n e o l o g i c a l  S c r a p b o o k ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ;  Marcus M. W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t t  Boyd: 
The S t o r y  o f  a  S o u t h e r n  E d u c a t o r  ( B a to n  R ouge ,  1 9 3 5 ) ,  1 0 -
1 1 .  W i l k e r s o n  c l a i m s  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  o f t e n  v i s i t e d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  g a v e  l e c t u r e s  t o  t h e  c l a s s e s  i n  law  w h i l e  
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd was a  s t u d e n t  t h e r e .  How ever ,  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  1826,  when Boyd e n r o l l e d ,  J e f f e r s o n ' s  l a s t  i l l ­
n e s s  b e g a n .  He was n e a r i n g  h i s  e i g h t y - t h i r d  b i r t h d a y  a n d  
a l t h o u g h  h i s  m ind  r e m a i n e d  v i g o r o u s  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t ,  h e  
moved a b o u t  o n l y  w i t h  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y .  S a u l  K. P a d o v e r ,
F r e n c h  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  G i l e s  C o u n ty ,  a n d  i n  1833 ,  Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n  Boyd m a r r i e d  h e r  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r ,  M i n e r v a . 3
D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  
Boyd p r a c t i c e d  l a w ,  p r o m o te d  W y t h e v i l l e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  p o l i t i c s . ^  M in e rv a  b o r e  t e n  c h i l d r e n ,  D a v id  F r e n c h  
Boyd, t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  b i o g r a p h y ,  
was b o r n  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1S34 .  Next  came two b o y s ,  Jo h n  a n d  
J a m e s ,  who d i e d  i n  i n f a n c y .  Two more s o n s ,  W i l l i a m  H en ­
d e r s o n  an d  C h a r l e s  R u f u s ,  w e re  f o l l o w e d  by t h r e e  g i r l s ;  
Mary F r e n c h ,  C y n t h i a  McComas, a n d  E l l a  M i n e r v a .  A n o t h e r  
b o y ,  Thomas D u c k e t t ,  a n d  a  f o u r t h  g i r l ,  E l i z a b e t h  B i ' i g h t ,
J e f f e r s o n  (M en to r  A b r i d g e d  e d , ,  New Y ork ,  1 9 5 2 ) ,  1 8 3 - 8 5 .  
W i l k e r s o n  a l s o  c l a i m s  t h a t  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd was a  
member o f  t h e  f i r s t  law c l a s s  " g r a d u a t e d "  i n  1 827 .  B u t  i n  
1913 L e ro y  S t a f f o r d  Boyd,  s e e k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h i s  
f a t h e r ’s  and  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  u n i v e r s i t y  c a r e e r s ,  was i n ­
fo r m e d  t h a t  no  d e g r e e s  w e re  g i v e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  
g r a n d f a t h e r ’s  a t t e n d a n c e .  S .  A. S t e g e r ,  t o  L e ro y  S .  Boyd, 
J a n u a r y  6 ,  1913 ,  i n  Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  L e t t e r s ,  
1 9 0 9 - 2 S , Box 1 .
3
W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t t  B o y d . 1 1 - 1 2 .
4 L i s t  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  B o y d ’s  c h i l d r e n  i n  Boyd 
( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  Boyd F a m i l y  G e n e o l o g i c a l  S c r a p b o o k ;  Owen, 
H i s t o r y  o f  A la b a m a , I I I ,  1 87 .
5B i l l  f o r  s m a l l  c o f f i n ,  W. H. Brown t o  Thomas J e f ­
f e r s o n  Boyd, A p r i l  2 2 ,  1837 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas J . ) P a p e r s ,
D. F .  Boyd F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  Box 7 ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ;  L i s t  o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  
B o y d ' s  c h i l d r e n  i n  Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  Boyd F a m i ly  G e n e ­
o l o g i c a l  S c r a p b o o k .
c o m p l e t e d  t h e  Boyd f a m i l y .
To s u p p o r t  h i s  l a r g e  f a m i l y  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd 
p r a c t i s e d  law  u n t i l  a b o u t  1858 ,  b u t  he  a l s o  s p e c u l a t e d  i n  
l a n d ,  p r o m o te d  m i n i n g ,  s t r e e t  p a v i n g  a n d  r a i l r o a d  v e n t u r e s ,  
e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  s i d e  l i n e  o f  i n n k e e p i n g ,  and  a c t i v e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s .  I n  1S39 he  won e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
tow n c o u n c i l  o f  W y t h e v i l l e .  He was r e e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y  u n ­
t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 9 3 .^  On t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  Boyd s e r v e d  i n  
t h e  V i r g i n i a  House o f  D e l e g a t e s  and  on t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  
P u b l i c  W orks ,  b o t h  e l e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n s .  D e s c r i b i n g  h i m s e l f  
a s  a  " T a y l o r  D e m o c r a t , "  he  r a n  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  f o r  a  l e g i s l a ­
t i v e  s e a t  i n  1848 .  A b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  J .  H e n d e r s o n  F r e n c h ,  
was n o t  i m p r e s s e d .  He w a n t e d  t o  know when Boyd h a d  d e ­
p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  h i s  fam ous name­
s a k e .  Boyd h a d  b e e n  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t a r i f f s  a n d  t h e  
Bank;  i f  he  f a v o r e d  T a y l o r ,  " t h o u g h  h e  be  a  m o d e r a t e
0
A b r o k e n  h i p  s u f f e r e d  i n  a f a l l  f ro m  a h o r s e  may 
h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  M in e r v a  B o y d ' s  r e t i r e m e n t  f ro m  c h i l d ­
b e a r i n g .  Her h u s b a n d  c l a i m e d  i t  l e f t  h e r  an  i n v a l i d  w h i l e  
s t i l l  u n d e r  f o r t y .  Copy o f  a  l e t t e r  by Thomas J e f f e r s o n  
Boyd t o  / ? 7 ) November f l / , 1890 ,  i n  Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  
Boyd F a m i l y  G e n e o l o g i c a l  S c r a p b o o k ;  W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas 
D u c k e t t  B o y d , 12 .
rr j
Copy o f  a  l e t t e r  by Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd t o  / ? 7 .  
November / ? 7 . 1890 ,  i n  Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  Boyd F a m i l y  
G e n e o l o g i c a l  S c r a p b o o k .
sW h i g , "  Boyd m us t  h a v e  l e f t  t h e  f a i t h .
B o y d ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  was n o t  u n d e r s t o o d  by h i s  
s o n  D a v i d ,  e i t h e r .  The boy p r o t e s t e d  h i s  f a t h e x ’ ’s  i n d e ­
p e n d e n t  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c o n t e s t  o f  1851 a n d  
t h e  f a t h e r ,  s e e k i n g  t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  f ro m  t h e  
D em ocracy ,  w a rn e d  h i s  s o n  a g a i n s t  b l i n d  p a r t y  l o y a l t y .  He 
c a n d i d l y  a d m i t t e d  h i s  own p a r t i s a n s h i p  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  
t h a t  was i n  an  e r a  when p a r t i e s  w e re  b a s e d  on  p r i n c i p l e ;  
now p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  V i r g i n i a  s o u g h t  o n l y  s e l f - a g g r a n d i z e  -  
m e n t .  T h e r e f o r e  he  h a d  b r o k e n  a l l  " p a r t y  s h a c k l e s "  a n d  
w o u ld  s u p p o r t  t h e  man who w o u l d  b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  p e o p l e . ®
I n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 0 ’s  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  c o i n c i d e n t  w i th  
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  B o y d ’s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  r a i l r o a d  p r a t r  
t i o n  a n d  b u i l d i n g  s c h e m e s  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  common i n  V i r g i n ­
i a .  C e r t a i n l y  i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  V i r g i n i a  t h e r e  was p l e n t y  of 
room f o r  i n t e r n a l  im p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd,  
i n  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  d i d  w h a t  h e  c o u l d  t o  b r i n g  them 
a b o u t .  H i s  f a v o r i t e  p r o j e c t  was a  r a i l  l i n e  t h a t  l a t e r  b e ­
came a  p a r t  o f  t h e  N o r f o l k  a n d  W e s t e r n .  B u t  i n  1850 t h e  
a im  was more m o d e s t ;  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  l i n e  b e tw e e n
®J. H. F r e n c h  t o  T .  J .  Boyd,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas J . ) P a p e r s ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
®The c a m p a ig n  p i t t e d  D em o cra t  J o s e p h  J o h n s o n  a g a i n s t  
Whig G e o rg e  W. Summers. C h a r l e s  H. A m b le r ,  S e c t i o n a l i s m  
i n  V i r g i n i a  From 1776 t o  1861 (New Y o rk ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  2 9 2 - 9 3 .
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10K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d  L y n c h b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a .  At  t h a t  
t i m e  r a i l r o a d s  w e re  o f t e n  f i n a n c e d  j o i n t l y  by p u b l i c  a n d  
p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l .  S t a t e s ,  a n d  s o m e t im e s  e v e n  c i t i e s ,  matched 
p r i v a t e  f u n d s  s u b s c r i b e d  by l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n s  o r  c o r p o r a ­
t i o n s  i n  t h e  co m m u n i ty .  O b v i o u s l y  l i a i s o n  b e tw e e n  g o v e r n ­
m ent  a n d  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t o r  was e s s e n t i a l  a n d ,  i n  t h i s  i n ­
s t a n c e ,  Thomas ^ e f f e r s o n  Boyd s e r v e d  a s  a  c o n n e c t i n g  l i n k .  
He u s e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o m o te  s t a t e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  h i s  p r e s t i g e  i n  h i s  home d i s t r i c t  t o  e n ­
c o u r a g e  p r i v a t e  i n v e s t m e n t .  F o r  g o od  m e a s u r e  h e  was a l s o  
a  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  c o r p o r a t i o n . 11
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  B o y d ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a r e e r  l a s t e d  
u n t i l  1853,  He was s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  Richmond t h a t  h i s  f a m i ly  
r a r e l y  saw h im  o r  h e a r d  f ro m  h im ,  M in e rv a  Boyd e x p r e s s e d  
m i l d  d i s c o n t e n t  p e n c i l e d  i n  a  l e t t e r  t h a t  B o y d ' s  b u s i n e s s  
a g e n t ,  James T r u c k s ,  s e n t  h i s  e m p l o y e r  i n  1849 .  " I  was
- ^ B e tw e e n  1847 a n d  1850 ,  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  v o t e d  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  T e n n e s s e e  a n d  V i r g i n i a  R a i l ­
r o a d ,  o v e r  two m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  k e e p  w e s t e r n  
V i r g i n i a  D e m o c ra t s  f rom  d e f e c t i n g  t o  t h e  Whigs i n  t h e i r  
s e a r c h  f o r  i n t e r n a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .
■^T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  2 2 ,  O c t o ­
b e r  2 7 ,  November 17,  December 12,  1850 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  
P a p e r s ,  Box 11 ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  See  B i b l i o g r a p h y ,  F o o t n o t e  2 .  T . J .  B o y d ' s  
e f f o r t s  w e r e  n o t  i n  v a i n .  By November o f  1850 i t  was d e ­
c i d e d  t o  r o u t e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  h i s  home to w n ,  W y the -  
v i l l e ,  i n  and  a r o u n d  w h ic h  he  owned o r  h a d  o p t i o n s  on 
l a r g e  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d .  W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t t  Boyd. 14.
s o r r y  you d i d  n o t  w r i t e  t o  m e , "  s h e  w r o t e .  " I  am g e t t i n g  a 
l i t t l e  j e a l o u s  o f  Mr. T r u c k s  who seem s t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  l e t ­
t e r s  . A y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  l a t e r  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd was 
s t i l l  t o o  b u s y  t o  w r i t e  h i s  f a m i l y  r e g u l a r l y .  E v e r y  l e t t e r  
t o  h i s  s o n  D a v id ,  t h e n  a t  s c h o o l  i n  S t a u n t o n ,  V i r g i n i a ,  be -  
g a n  w i t h  a n  a p o l o g y  f o r  n o t  w r i t i n g  o f t e n e r  o r  a n  e x c u s e  
f o r  n o t  v i s i t i n g  t h e  un happy  y o u t h ,
D a v id  F r e n c h  Boyd r e c e i v e d  h i s  e a r l i e s t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
p r i v a t e  day  s c h o o l s  r u n  by yo u ng  men a n d  women h i r e d  by t h e  
more a f f l u e n t  W y t h e v i l l e  f a m i l i e s .  N o r m a l l y ,  t h e  young  
p e o p l e  who c o n d u c t e d  s u c h  s c h o o l s  d i d  n o t  p l a n  to  make 
t e a c h i n g  a  c a r e e r .  The pay  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  e x p l a i n e d  why. 
D a v i d ’s  t u i t i o n  b i l l  f o r  h i s  f i r s t  f o u r - m o n t h  t e r m  came t o  
o n l y  e i g h t  d o l l a r s . 44 By t h e  t im e  he  was e l e v e n  o r  t w e l v e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  D a v i d ' s  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  s t r u g g l i n g  young  
l a w y e r s  who t a u g h t  s c h o o l  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  i n c o m e s . He 
rem em bered  them  y e a r s  l a t e r  a s  s t e r n  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n s ,
12Jam es  T r u c k s  t o  T .  J .  Boyd, J u n e  4 ,  1849 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
13T .  J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  November 
17 ,  December 12,  December 2 5 ,  1850,  i b i d . , Box 11 .
44R e c e i p t  o f  J a n e  C h i l d s ,  F e b r u a r y  1, 1840;  B i l l  t o  
Thomas J .  Boyd f o r  t u i t i o n  due  James G ib b o n e y ,  November 1 , 
1 845 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas J . )  P a p e r s ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd F a m i ly  
P a p e r s ,  Box 6.
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" w i e l d e r s  o f  t h e  r o d  o f  c o r r e c t i o n  a n d  e n l i g h t e n m e n t . "  One
o f  them  s w i t c h e d  D a v id  f o r  t h r o w i n g  g r a v e l  i n  a s c h o o l m a t e ' s
15f a c e .  The f a c e ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  b e l o n g e d  t o  J .  E. B. S tu a r t .
I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1850 D a v id  e n r o l l e d  i n  a  c l a s s i c a l  
p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l  a t  S t a u n t o n ,  V i r g i n i a .  The h e a d m a s t e r ,  
P i k e  P o w e rs ,  e n j o y e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  an  e d u c a t o r  
o f  youn g  g e n t l e m e n .  Many o f  h i s  p u p i l s  l a t e r  e n t e r e d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  w h ic h  was w h e re  D a v id  h o p e d  t o  g o .
He h a d  n o t  b e e n  a t  s c h o o l  a  f u l l  m onth  when h i s  m o th e r  a sk ed  
h im  i f  one  y e a r  a t  S t a u n t o n  w o u ld  f i n d  h im  s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r e -
*] fl
p a r e d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I t  d i d  n o t .  D a v id  s p e n t  two 
y e a r s  a t  S t a u n t o n  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  h a p p y .  A l ­
m o s t  t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r  h e  w r o t e  home c o m p l a i n e d  o f  h i s  room­
m a t e ' s  " b ad  h a b i t s . "  H i s  f a t h e r  u r g e d  h im n o t  t o  b e  " s e ­
d u c e d "  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ,  P i k e  P o w e r s ,  a s s i g n  
D a v id  t o  a n o t h e r  room .  B u t  a l l  t h i s  m ust  be  done  d i s c r e e t ­
l y ,  t h e  e l d e r  Boyd r e m i n d e d  h i s  s o n ,  l e s t  h i s  s c h o o l m a t e s
l 5 I n  1896 D a v id  Boyd w r o t e  a  " s c h o o l  h i s t o r y "  o f  J .
E .  B. S t u a r t ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n s p i r e  y o u t h .  I t  was n e v e r  p u b ­
l i s h e d .  M rs .  S t u a r t ,  t o  whom D a v id  s e n t  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t ,  ob­
j e c t e d  t o  h i s  t r e a t m e n t .  D a v i d ' s  a c c o u n t ,  s h e  t h o u g h t ,  made 
h e r  h u s b a n d  a p p e a r  " f r i v o l o u s , "  and  t o  r e f e r  t o  h im  a s  
" J i m "  was " u n d i g n i f i e d . "  Aware o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  s h o r t c o m ­
i n g s ,  s h e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  a b o u t .  
F l o r a  S t u a r t  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  A p r i l  2 8 ,  1896;  D a v id  Boyd,  
MS, "Boyhood o f  J .  E .  B. S t u a r t , "  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 8 .
■ ^M inerva  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  S e p te m b e r  2 8 ,  2850,  
i b i d . , Box 4 .
9
17c o n s i d e r  h im  a t a t t l e r .  -L‘
New room m ates  d i d  n o t  e n d  D a v i d ' s  p r o b l e m s  o f  a d ­
j u s t m e n t .  Only two weeks  a f t e r  m oving  t o  new q u a r t e r s  he  
w r o t e  h i s  f a m i l y  a b o u t  a  f i s t  f i g h t  w i t h  a f e l l o w  s t u d e n t .  
The  s t u d e n t ,  D a v id  e x p l a i n e d ,  h a s  " i n s u l t e d "  h im .  Thomas 
Boyd a n s w e r e d  h i s  s o n  a t  o n c e ,  u r g i n g  h im n e v e r  t o  s t a r t  a  
f i g h t  b u t  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f  b r a v e l y  i f  a t t a c k e d .  He a s k e d  
f o r  more d e t a i l s ,  m e a n w h i le  c a u t i o n i n g  h i s  s e n s i t i v e  s o n  
a g a i n s t  o v e r - h a s t y  d e f e n s e  o f  h i s  " h o n o r . "  A f u l l e r  a c c o u n t  
o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  t h e  f i g h t  c o n f i r m e d  
Thomas B o y d ' s  m i s g i v i n g s .  D a v id  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  i n  h i s  h a n d  
w h ic h  t h e  o t h e r  boy  k n o c k e d  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  D a v id  t o l d  him 
h e  was "n o  g e n t l e m a n , "  w h e r e u p o n  t h e  f i s t s  b e g a n  f l y i n g .  
Thomas Boyd r e m a r k e d  t o  h i s  s o n  t h a t  c a l l i n g  som eone  "no  
g e n t l e m a n "  was a  p r e t t y  s t r o n g  r e b u k e  a n d  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  be 
b a s e d  on s o m e t h i n g  e q u a l l y  s t r o n g  t o  b e  j u s t i f i e d .  " M a s t e r  
y o u r  tem per’ , "  a d v i s e d  h i s  f a t h e r .  He a l s o  ux-ged D a v id  t o  
c o n t i n u e  h i s  s t u d y  o f  G re e k  a n d  n o t  t o  become d i s c o u r a g e d .* ®  
Thomas B o y d ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  h i s  s o n  D a v id  r e ­
v e a l s  many t h i n g s  a b o u t  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l s .  The f a t h e r ,  o b v i ­
o u s l y  a  s t r o n g  p e r s o n ,  was a " b o o s t e r , " — a  man who w o rk ed
17'j'homas J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  September-  5 ,  1850 ,  
i b i d . , Box 11.
ISxhomas J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  2 2 ,  
S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  O c t o b e r  10,  1850 ,  i b i d .
10
h a r d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a s  he
u n d e r s to o d  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t s .  To Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd
" p r o g r e s s "  ( i . e . ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  l a n d  s u r v e y s ,  s t r e e t  p a v i n g s )
came b e f o r e  p a r t y  and  a t  t i m e s ,  b e f o r e  f a m i l y .  H is  l e t t e r s
t o  h i s  s o n  D a v id  r e f l e c t  h i s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  " b u s i n e s s "
a n d  " p u b l i c  s e r v i c e . "  Most o f  them  b e g i n  w i t h  a p o l o g i e s  f o r
n o t  w r i t i n g  o r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  l o n e l y  yo un g  s c h o l a r .  B u t  w h a t
t h e  f a t h e r  d e s c r i b e d  a s  u n a v o i d a b l e  t h e  s o n  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  
19i n d i f f e r e n c e .
Thomas Boyd was n o t  i n d i f f e r e n t .  He j u s t  was n o t  
v e r y  warm o r  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  i f  h i s  i n f r e q u e n t  f a m i l y  c o r r e s ­
p o n d e n c e  i s  u s e d  a s  a  c r i t e r i o n .  T h o se  l e t t e i ' s  he  d i d  w r i t e  
t o  h i s  s e n s i t i v e  s o n  w e r e  f u l l  o f  s o u n d  a d v i c e .  D a v id  m us t  
a v o i d  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s ;  m a s t e r  h i s  t e m p e r ;  s t i c k  w i t h  h i s  
G re e k ;  a n d  c u l t i v a t e  f e m a l e  c o m p a n io n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v e l o p  
r e f i n e m e n t .  The t r o u b l e  was t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  i n j u n c t i o n s  w e re  
d e l i v e r e d  l i k e  s o  many l e c t u r e s .  They  w e r e  e d i f y i n g ,  b u t  im­
p e r s o n a l ,  and  m ig h t  j u s t  a s  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e
^ A s  t h e  y e a r s  p a s s e d ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  
Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd a n d  D a v id  Boyd was t o  grow more  
s t r a i n e d ,  w h e r e a s  t h a t  b e tw e e n  D a v id  a n d  h i s  m o th e r  r e m a i n e d  
v e r y  c l o s e .  Thomas J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  No­
vember  17 ,  December 12 ,  1850 ,  i b i d . ;  M in e r v a  F r e n c h  Boyd t o  
D av id  F .  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  7 ,  1858 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 5 .  Thomas J .  
Boyd was e v e n  l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  " u n d e r s t a n d i n g "  h i s  s e c o n d  
s o n ,  W i l l i a m ,  who was o r d e r e d  f ro m  t h e  h o u s e  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  
p e n c h a n t  f o r  " v i l e  women,"  l i q u o r  a n d  g a m b l i n g .  Thomas J .  
Boyd t h o u g h t  h im b e y o n d  r e d e m p t i o n  b u t  M in e rv a  w r o t e  D a v id  
t h a t  " W i l l i e  h a s  b e e n  t r e a t e d  c r u e l l y . "  M in e rv a  Boyd t o
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s c h o o l  c h a p l a i n . 20 Nor d i d  Thomas Boyd wax e l o q u e n t  i n  
p r a i s e  o f  h i s  s o n ' s  s c h o l a s t i c  a c h i e v e m e n t .  The s c h o o l  s e n t  
r e p o r t  c a r d s  t o  p a r e n t s  e v e r y  month a l o n g  w i t h  a  l i s t  o f  d e ­
m e r i t s  f o r  m i s c o n d u c t .  Over a  t w o - y e a r  p e r i o d  Thomas Boyd 
r e f e r r e d  o n l y  t h r e e  t i m e s  t o  D a v i d ' s  g r a d e s  ( t h e y  r a n g e d  
f ro m  s u p e r i o r  t o  p e r f e c t  i n  e v e r y  c o u r s e  e x c e p t  B i b l e )  a n d  
t w i c e  t o  h i s  c o n d u c t  ( i n  one q u a r t e r  h e  a m a s s e d  two d e m e r i t s  
o u t  o f  a n  a l l o w a b l e  s e v e n t y - f i v e ) . 2 * At  l e a s t  som ebody i n  
t h e  f a m i l y  was i m p r e s s e d  e n o ug h  t o  comment.  W i l l i a m  Boyd 
w r o t e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  t h e n  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  R ichm ond ,  t h a t  
h e  was a n x i o u s  t o  s e e  " B r o t h e r  D a v e . "  " I  w i s h  I  was a s  good  
an d  s t u d i o u s  a s  h e  i s , "  h e  s a i d . 22
I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1852 D a v id  Boyd e n t e r e d  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  He was j u s t  e i g h t e e n  a n d  v e r y  o p t i m i s t i c .  
Two y e a r s ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  w o u ld  be  e n o u gh  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  w ork  
f o r  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e .  He c o u l d  t h e n  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  
M a s t e r ' s .  An a u n t ,  t h e n  l i v i n g  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  w e s t e r n  V i r ­
g i n i a ,  a d m i r e d  h i s  a m b i t i o n  b u t  f e a r e d  f o r  h i s  h e a l t h .  " I
D a v id  F .  Boyd, November 2 3 ,  / 1 8 5 8 / ,  i b i d .
on
Thomas J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F. Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  2 2 ,  
S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  O c t o b e r  10 ,  1850 ,  J a n u a r y  7 ,  J a n u a r y  12, 1851, 
i b i d . , Box 11 .
21Thomas J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  29,  
O c t o b e r  15,  1851 ,  March /?7, 1 85 2 ,  i b i d .
22/ t f i l l i a m  H. B o y d /  t o  Thomas J .  Boyd,  May 9 ,  1852,
i b i d . , Box 5 .
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t h i n k  you  a r e  n o t  a  v e r y  h e a l t h y ,  o r  I  mean s t r o n g  boy i n  
c o n s t i t u t i o n / , /  t h e r e f o r e  you  s h o u l d  b e  v e r y  c a r e f u l  . . . 
Your h e a l t h  i s  o f  more i m p o r t a n c e  j u s t  now t o  y o u ,  t h a n  
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  b e s i d e s  . . , "
The U n i v e r s i t y  p r o v e d  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more dem and­
i n g  t h a n  D a v i d ' s  p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l .  I n  1S52 i t  was com­
p o s e d  o f  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s :  Law, M e d i c i n e  a n d  
" A c a d e m ic . "  The A cadem ic  D e p a r t m e n t  e m b ra c e d  s i x  s c h o o l s :  
a n c i e n t  a n d  m odern  l a n g u a g e s ,  n a t u r a l  a n d  m o r a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  
a n d  c h e m i s t r y  a n d  m a t h e m a t i c s .  Two d e g r e e s ,  t h e  b a c h e l o r  o f  
a r t s  a n d  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  a r t s  w e r e  o f f e r e d .  To q u a l i f y  f o r  
t h e  b a c h e l o r ' s  a  s t u d e n t  h a d  t o  g r a d u a t e  i n  two o f  t h e  " l i t ­
e r a r y  s c h o o l s , "  ( a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s ,  modern  l a n g u a g e s  o r  
m o r a l  p h i l o s o p h y )  a n d  i n  two o f  t h e  " s c i e n t i f i c  s c h o o l s "  
( m a t h e m a t i c s ,  n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  c h e m i s t r y ) .  He m ust  
a l s o  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  a  " d i s t i n c t i o n "  i n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  two a c a ­
dem ic  s c h o o l s .  F i n a l l y ,  he  h a d  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  f a c u l t y  an  
a c c e p t a b l e  e s s a y  on some " a p p r o p r i a t e "  s u b j e c t  o f  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  o r  s c i e n c e  w h ic h  h e  m ig h t  be  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e a d  on P u b l i c  
? 4d a y .  * The M a s t e r ' s  D e g r e e ,  t h e  " h i g h e s t  a c a d e m i c a l  h o n o r
OQ
C. M. McComas t o  D. F .  Boyd, J a n u a r y  2 ,  1853 ,  
i b i d . , Box 11 .
*?A>^ C a t a l o g  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1 8 5 3 - 5 4 ,  p .
28 i n  i b i d . , P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1 8 5 4 - 5 7 ,  Box 20 ;  J o h n  Ham­
mond Moore ( e d . ) ,  "The O ld  D om inion  T h ro ug h  S t u d e n t  E y e s ,
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o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n , " r e q u i r e d  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  be a  g r a d u a t e  
i n  a l l  s i x  a c a d e m ic  s c h o o l s .  He m u s t  t h e n  s t a n d  a  c o m p r e ­
h e n s i v e  e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  a l l  f i e l d s ,  by t h e  w h o le  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  
m ust  s u b m i t  a  f o r m a l  t h e s i s  b a s e d  upon  a n y  t o p i c  a s s i g n e d
D a v id  Boyd e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  a n c i e n t  l a n -
p c
g u a g e s ,  m odern  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  m a t h e m a t i c s .  Modern l a n ­
g u a g e s  i n c l u d e d  F r e n c h  a n d  German,  The a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s  
w e r e  L a t i n  a n d  G i 'eek .  From t h e  number o f  r e d  p e n c i l i n g s  on 
h i s  e x e r c i s e  p a p e r s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  D a v i d  was n o t  a d e ­
q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  i n  G r e e k .  By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r  h e  h a d  
w i t h d r a w n  f ro m  t h e  c o u r s e .  The o n l y  s u b j e c t  i n  w h i c h  he
1 8 5 2 - 5 5 ;  The R e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  Thomas H i l l  M a l o n e , "  V i r g i n i a  
M agaz in e  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  B i o g r a p h y , LXXI ( J u l y ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  3 0 2 ,  
Malone e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " d i s t i n c t i o n s "  w e re  f o r m a l  c e r t i f i ­
c a t e s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  h o l d e r  h a d  o b t a i n e d  a g r a d e  o f  a t  
l e a s t  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  o f  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l ,  much l e s s  t h a n  was r e q u i r e d  f o r  g r a d u a ­
t i o n .  He a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  boys  who f a i l e d  t o  g r a d u a t e  u s e d  
t o  s e n d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t h e s e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  c l a i m i n g  t h e y  w ere  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s t u d e n t s .  The  M alone  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  a f f o r d  an  
e x c e l l e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  
1 9 5 0 1s .
2 s C a t a l o g  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1 8 5 3 - 5 4 ,  pp. 
2 8 - 2 9 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  18 5 4 -  
5 7 ,  Box 20;  Moore ( e d . ) ,  "The O ld  D o m i n io n , "  3 0 2 .  Moore 
n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  was g r a n t e d  by t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  1 8 4 8 .  He r e m a r k s  t h a t  i t  
was l o n g  c o n s i d e r e d  a  " s o p "  t o  t h o s e  u n a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  
r i g i d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  M a s t e r s .
2 6 C a t a l o g  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  1 8 5 3 - 5 4 ,  p .  
8 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1 8 5 4 - 4 7 ,  
Box 2 0 .
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r e c e i v e d  e v e n  a ’d i s t i n c t i o n " was i n t e r m e d i a t e  m a t h e m a t i c s .
D i s c o u r a g e d ,  he  t o o k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o a t h :
H a v in g  f a i l e d  t o  g r a d u a t e  on any  o f  my t i c k e t s  t h i s  
s e s s i o n  o f  1 8 5 2 -1 S 5 3 ,  I  do now s o l e m n l y  s w e a r ,  t h a t  
i f  I  r e t u r n  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n ,  I  w i l l  g r a d u a t e  on 
t h e  t i c k e t s  o f  L a t i n , _ F r e n c h ,  M a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  
N a t u r a l  P h i l o s o p h y ,  / o r /  t h e  e q u a l  t h e r e t o .  So 
h e l p  me God.
D a v id  F .  Boyd 
B u t  p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d  h a r d  work  w e re  n o t  e n o u g h .  At 
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  ( 1 8 5 3 - 1 8 5 4 )  D a v id  was s t i l l  f a r  
s h o r t  o f  h i s  g o a l .  He g r a d u a t e d  i n  two s c h o o l s ,  a n c i e n t  and  
m odern  l a n g u a g e s ,  b u t  r e c e i v e d  o n l y  " p r o f i c i e n c y ” i n  a d ­
v a n c e d  m a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  G e r m a n .2 ® The e x p e r i e n c e  m us t  h a v e  
s h a t t e r e d  h im  b e c a u s e  h e  a p p a r e n t l y  r e f u s e d  t h e  d i p l o m a s  t o  
w h ic h  h e  was e n t i t l e d  a n d  l e f t  a b r u p t l y  f o r  home. I n  A u g u s t  
t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t y ,  D r .  G e s s n e r  H a r r i ­
s o n ,  w r o t e  D a v i d ' s  f a t h e r  a s  f o l l o w s ;
A u g u s t  9 ,  1 8 5 / 4 /
My d e a r  S i r :
When I a r r i v e d  home some d a y s  a g o ,  I  f o u n d  y r .  l e t t e r  
o f  J u l y  10 on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  y o u r  s o n ' s  d i p l o m a ,  w i t h  th e
27R e p o r t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  t o  p a r e n t s  o f
D. F .  Boyd, J u n e  2 9 ,  1853,  i b i d . ,  Box 12; p l e d g e  o f  D a v id  
Boyd, J u n e  2 5 ,  1853 ,  i b i d . , Box 6 .
eg
S .  A. S t e g e r  t o  L eroy  Boyd, J a n u a r y  6,  1913 ,  i n  
Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  L e t t e r s ,  1 9 0 9 - 2 8 ,  Box 1 .
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f e e  o f  $ 5 . 0 0  e n c l o s e d .
The f a c u l t y  a l o n e  c a n  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  b e s t o w i n g  o f  t h e  
d i p l o m a  w h ic h  y o u r  s o n  i n  h i s  m o r t i f i c a t i o n  l’e f u s e d ,  and  
t h e y  may n o t  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  a  m e e t i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  
week i n  S e p t e m b e r .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  r e f u s e  t o  
g r a n t  i t ,  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  y r .  
s o n ' s  u n i f o r m l y  c o r r e c t  d e p o r t m e n t  a n d  e x c e l l e n t  c h a r a c ­
t e r  a n d  h a b i t s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p r a c t i c e  a n d  r u l e  a r e  t h e  
o t h e r  way .  I t  was v e r y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  h e  s h d  f e e l  some 
m o r t i f i c a t i o n ;  b u t  i t  wd h a v e  b e e n  more  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  r e ­
member t h a t  h e  h a d  r e a l l y  b e e n  s t e a d i l y  a d v a n c i n g ,  i f  n o t  
s o  r a p i d l y  a s  h e  c o u l d  w i s h ,  i n  t h e  way o f  g a i n i n g  a 
s o u n d  l i b e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t  o f  mak­
i n g  a  u s e f u l  c u l t i v a t e d  man, i f  God s p a r e d  h im .  A man 
h a s  no  more r i g h t  t o  b e  d i s c o n t e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p e c u l i a r  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  h i s  m ind  t h a n  v / i t h  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  h i s  b o d y .  
H is  b u s i n e s s  i s  t o  make g o o d  u s e  o f  h i s  own f a c u l t i e s .
I  w i l l  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  d i p lo m a  a s  s o o n  
a s  p o s s i b l e .  M eanw hile  p r e s e n t  my k i n d  r e g a r d s  t o  y o u r  
s o n  . . . 29
When he f i n a l l y  l e f t  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  i n  J u n e ,  1856 ,  
D a v id  Boyd h a d  g r a d u a t e d  i n  f o u r  s c h o o l s ;  a n c i e n t  a n d  modern 
l a n g u a g e s  ( L a t i n  a n d  F r e n c h ) ,  " P u r e  M a t h e m a t i c s "  a n d  m o r a l  
p h i l o s o p h y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  he  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a  " d i s t i n c t i o n "  i n  
n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  Som etim e d u r i n g  h i s  f o u r  y e a r s  h e  a l s o  
s t u d i e d  German,  G r e e k ,  c h e m i s t r y  a n d  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g .  B u t  
h e  d i d  n o t  c o m p l e t e  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n  f rom  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y . T h i s  p o i n t  i s  o f  some s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e c a u s e
29 D r .  G e s s n e r  H a r r i s o n  t o  T .  J .  Boyd ,  A u g u s t  9 ,  1854, 
i n  Boyd (Thomas J . )  P a p e r s ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,
Box 4 .  H a r r i s o n ' s  l e t t e r  seem s t o  be  d a t e d  1852 ,  b u t  T .  J .  
Boyd m arked  i t  1 8 5 4 .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  D a v i d ' s  e n ­
r o l l m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  ( 1 8 5 2 - 5 6 ) ,  t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e  i s  
p r o b a b l y  c o r r e c t .
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m o s t  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  a n d  e v e n  h i s  f a m i l y
t h o u g h t  he  h e l d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  B a c h e l o r ' s  b u t  a l s o  a M a s t e r ' s
3 0d e g r e e  f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  L e ro y  S t a f f o r d  
Boyd, D a v i d ' s  s o n ,  was c e r t a i n l y  o f  t h a t  o p i n i o n .  I n  1902 ,  
h e  b e g a n  c o m p i l i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  and  w r o t e  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  s e e k i n g  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s t u d e n t  c a r e e r ,  A l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  
o f  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  l i s t e d  t h e  c o u r s e s  s t u d i e d  by 
D a v id  Boyd b u t  s a i d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  d e g r e e s  o r  g r a d u a t i o n . 31 
S t i l l  c o m p i l i n g  i n  19 1 3 ,  L e ro y  Boyd a g a i n  w r o t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y  a b o u t  h i s  f a t h e r .  An o f f i c i a l  r e p l i e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  Da­
v i d  Boyd was a  g r a d u a t e  i n  f o u r  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,
h e  "may n o t  p r o p e r l y  b e  c a l l e d  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
32
o f  V i r g i n i a . " L e ro y  w r o t e  b a c k  a t  o n c e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a s k i n g
i f  h i s  f a t h e r  w e re  n o t  r e c o r d e d  a s  a  M a s t e r  o f  A r t s
30A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t . A u g u s t  3 ,  1859 ,  l i s t s  
"D. F .  Byod /_s i c ■/ A .M ."  a s  a  p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e  n ew ly  c r e a t e d  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g  a n d  M i l i t a r y  Academy; 
James M. G a r n e t t ,  " R e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
S e m in a r y  i n  1 8 6 7 , "  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  A lu m n u s . V 
( 1 9 0 9 - 1 0 ) ,  20 ;  W. L. B r i n g h u r s t ,  " R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Old 
S e m i n a r y , "  i b i d . , 16; W a l t e r  L. F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 8 6 0 -1 8 9 6  (B a to n  Rouge ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  3 2 .  F l e m in g  was 
D a v i d ' s  s o n - i n - l a w .
31J o h n  P a t t o n  t o  L. S .  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  1902 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k .
32 S .  A. S t e g e r  t o  L ero y  S .  Boyd, J a n u a r y  6 ,  1913 ,  i n  
Boyd (L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  L e t t e r s ,  1 9 0 9 - 2 8 ,  Box 1.
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g r a d u a t e .  But  t h e  a n sw e r  was n e g a t i v e .  F a c u l t y  r e c o r d s ,
a d m i t t e d l y  v e r y  b r i e f ,  d i d  n o t  l i s t  D a v id  F .  Boyd a s  an
33M. A. g r a d u a t e  e i t h e r .
W h e th e r  D a v i d  Boyd f a i l e d  t o  f i n i s h  h i s  d e g r e e  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t ,  d i s i n t e r e s t  o r  l a c k  o f  f u n d s  i s  n o t  
c l e a r .  W h a te v e r  t h e  r e a s o n ,  h e  l e f t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  h i s
home i n  W y t h e v i l l e  i n  J u n e  o f  1856 arm ed  w i t h  s e v e r a l  l e t -
34t e r s  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f ro m  h i s  e r s t w h i l e  p r o f e s s o r s .  ^  H is
p l a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  f u l l y  m a t u r e d  i n  J u n e ,  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d
e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t e a c h i n g  i n ,  a  p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  o n e  h e  h a d  a t t e n d e d  i n  S t a u n t o n .  W h i le  s t i l l
a t  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  h e  a n d  a  f r i e n d  f ro m  L y n c h b u rg  h a d
p l a n n e d  s u c h  a  s c h o o l  f o r  W y t h e v i l l e .  B u t  t h e  f r i e n d
35c h a n g e d  h i s  mind  a n d  s t u d i e d  l a w .  D a v i d ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  b e g a n
3 3 S .  A. S t e g e r  t o  L e ro y  S .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1 913 ,  
i b i d . The w r i t e r  v i s i t e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  A u g u s t  
2 1 ,  1963 ,  t o  v e r i f y  L e ro y  B o y d ' s  f i n d i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  D a v id  
Boyd.  N e i t h e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  D e g re e  Book n o r  t h e  A lum ni  O f­
f i c e  h a d  any  r e c o r d  o f  a  d e g r e e  h a v i n g  b e e n  c o n f e r r e d  on 
D a v id  B oyd .  H o n o r a r y  d e g r e e s  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  c o n f e r r e d  by 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
04
j r tF r a n c i s  H. S m i t h ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
recom m ended  D a v id  t o  "any who w a n t  a  t e a c h e r  i n  E l e m e n t a r y  
P h y s i c s , "  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  S c h e i e  M. DeVere (modern  l a n g u a g e s )  
v o u c h e d  f o r  h i s  a c a d e m ic  r e c o r d  a nd  h i s  " p e r s o n a l  a t t i t u d e . "  
C h a i rm an  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  S .  Maupin s e n t  D a v id  a  g e n e r a l  r e f e r ­
e n c e  l e t t e r .  F r a n c i s  H. S m i th  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J u n e  2 3 ,  1856;  
M. S c h e i e  DeVere t o  D av id  Boyd,  J u l y  8 ,  1856;  S .  Maupin t o  
D a v id  Boyd,  J u l y  9 ,  1856,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 12 .
3 5 C. M. B l a c k f o r d  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J u l y  14,  1856 ,  
i b i d . , Box 10.
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a n s w e r i n g  a n d  i n s e r t i n g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n  s e v e r a l  V i r g i n i a  
n e w s p a p e r s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  month  o f  A u g u s t  h e  r e c e i v e d  
s e v e r a l  o f f e r s  o f  t u t o r i n g  p o s i t i o n s  f ro m  A l e x a n d r i a ,  V i r ­
g i n i a ,  t o  Q u i n c y ,  F l o r i d a . 36  H is  o l d  s c h o o l m a s t e r  i n  S t a u n ­
t o n  a l s o  f o u n d  h im  a  j o b ,  b u t  by t h a t  t i m e  he  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  
s e t  u p  f o r  h i m s e l f .  On A u g u s t  3 0 ,  1 8 5 6 ,  h e  h a d  a  p r o s p e c t u s  
p r i n t e d  w h ic h  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  "An E n g l i s h ,  
C l a s s i c a l  and  M a t h e m a t i c a l  S c h o o l "  t o  b e  o p e n e d  S e p te m b e r  
15 ,  i n  W y t h e v i l l e .  He d i d  open  t h e  s c h o o l  b u t  i t  c o u l d  
n o t  h a v e  b e e n  t o o  s u c c e s s f u l .  By November h e  h a d  p r o m i s e d
James Newman o f  G o r d o n s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  t o  t e a c h  s c h o o l  a t
38t h a t  p l a c e  a f t e r  F e b r u a r y  o f  1 85 7 .  Newman o f f e r e d  h im  a  
s a l a r y  o f  $ 6 5 0  a n n u a l l y  p l u s  b o a r d ,  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  D a v id  con­
s i d e r e d  v e r y  g e n e r o u s .  He a l s o  i n v i t e d  D av id  t o  b r i n g  some 
o f  h i s  W y t h e v i l l e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h im  t o  t h e  new s c h o o l .  T h i s  
l a s t  s u g g e s t i o n  s e e m e d  t o  d i s t u r b  b o t h  D a v id  a n d  h i s  f a t h e r .  
I f  Newman w e r e  s o l i c i t i n g  p u p i l s  f r o m  W y t h e v i l l e ,  . th e  Boyds 
r e a s o n e d ,  h i s  s c h o o l  p r o j e c t  m u s t  be  i n  t r o u b l e .  Newman
36C a l e b  H o l l o w e l l  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A u g u s t  / ? / ,  1856;
C. H. D uP o n te  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A u g u s t  1 8 ,  1856;  Jam es  Newman 
t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A u g u s t  19 ,  1 856 ,  i b i d .
P i k e  P ow ers  t o  D. F .  Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  1, 1856 ,  i b i d . , 
Box 11; P r o s p e c t u s  f o r  s c h o o l ,  W y t h e v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  A u g u s t  
3 0 ,  1856 ,  i b i d ;  P r i n t e d  M a t e r i a l s ,  1 8 5 0 - 5 8 ,  Box 1 9 .
O Q
Jam es  Newman t o  D a v id  F.  B oyd ,  A u g u s t  19,  S e p te m ­
b e r  4 ,  S e p t e m b e r  6 ,  O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  1856 ,  i b i d . , Box 10 .
t r i e d  t o  r e a s s u r e  t h e  Boyds b u t  Thomas Boyd a s k e d  f o r  t h e
39c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  D a v i d ’s  e n g a g e m e n t .  ^ Newman r e s p o n d e d  
t h a t  h i s  p l a n s  w e re  t o o  f a r  a d v a n c e d  t o  a g r e e  t o  t h e  c a n ­
c e l l a t i o n .  B e s i d e s ,  h i s  s o n  h a d  known D a v id  a t  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  a nd  h a d  recom mended  h im  h i g h l y .  In  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  
w r i t t e n  t o  D a v id  Boyd, Newman r e p e a t e d  h i s  r e a s o n s  a g a i n s t  
t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  Thomas B o y d ' s  r e ­
q u e s t  t o  e n d  i t  d i d  n o t  seem  w e l l  s u p p o r t e d  by s o u n d  a r g u ­
m ent  a n d  e n d e d  by l e a v i n g  i t  a l l  up  t o  D a v i d ' s  " c a n d i d  c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n .
A p p a r e n t l y  a r o u n d  F e b r u a r y  1, 1857 ,  D a v id  Boyd w r o t e  
Newman a  s c a t h i n g  l e t t e r  i n  w h ic h  h e  a c c u s e d  Newman o f  i n ­
s u l t i n g  h i s  a n d  h i s  f a t h e r ’s  " h o n o r , "  b e c a u s e  on t h e  f i f t h  of  
F e b r u a r y  Newman w r o t e  a  v e r y  c o r r e c t  r e p l y  t o  D a v id ,  d e n y i n g  
an y  i n s u l t  t o  Boyd s e n i o r  o r  j u n i o r  a n d  e x p r e s s i n g  s u r p r i s e  
t h a t  any  r e m a r k s  o f  h i s  c o u l d  be  s o  c o n s t r u e d .  He c o n c l u d e d  
by  r e l e a s i n g  D a v id  f o r m a l l y  f ro m  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n . 41  F i n a l l y ,  
D a v id  w r o t e  Newman on F e b r u a r y  10 c l a i m i n g  t h a t  h i s  ( D a v id ' s )  
l e t t e r  a c c u s i n g  Newman o f  i n s u l t i n g  h im a n d  h i s  f a t h e r  was
OQ
° Ja m e s  Newman t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  1, 1857 ,
i b i d .
40 Jam es  Newman t o  Thomas J .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1857;  
Jam es  Newman t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  12,  1857 ,  i b i d .
4 1 Jam es  Newman t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 8 5 7 ,
i b i d .
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" b a s e d  on a c o n t i n g e n c y ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  rem o v e d  by  y o u r s e l f
. . . "  T h a t  i s ,  D a v id  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  Newman's  l e t t e r  t o  h i s
f a t h e r  was m ea n t  t o  be  i n s u l t i n g .  On t h a t  b a s i s  h e  w r o t e  a n
i n s u l t i n g  r e p l y .  I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  now was c l e a r  f r o m  Newman's
F e b r u a r y  5 t h  l e t t e r ,  no  i n s u l t  was i n t e n d e d ,  t h e n  Newman
s h o u l d  h a v e  d i s r e g a r d e d  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 s t  I
T h i s  som ewhat  t o r t u o u s  d e f e n s e  o f  h i s  i n t e m p e r a t e  l e t t e r  r e -
c e i v e d  no r e p l y  f ro m  Newman.^2
The Boyd-Newman c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e v e a l s  s e v e r a l  f a c e t s
o f  D a v id  B o y d ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  He was s e n s i t i v e  i n  t h e  extreme
t o  any r e a l  o r  i m a g i n e d  a f f r o n t ,  a n d  h e  was e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y
g i v e n  t o  l o n g  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  o f  h i s  own w o rd s  a n d  b e h a v i o r .
T h i s  t e n d e n c y  t o  " o v e r  r e a c t "  a p p e a r e d  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  h i s
l a t e r  y e a r s ,  a n d  h e  o f t e n  " e x p l a i n e d "  h i s  o v e r r a c t i o n  i n
43l e n g t h y ,  i n v o l v e d  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  a g g r i e v e d  p a r t i e s .
D a v id  B o y d ' s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  l e a v e  W y t h e v i l l e  f o r  em­
p lo y m e n t  w i t h  Mr. Newman may h a v e  b e e n  due  t o  r o m a n t i c  r e a ­
s o n s .  He was a t  l e a s t  a  s u i t o r  f o r  t h e  h a n d  o f  E l l a  S p i l l e r ,  
a  W y t h e v i l l e  b e l l e ,  a n d  may e v e n  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  t o  h e r
4 2 D a v id  Boyd t o  Jam es  Newman, F e b r u a r y  10,  1 857 ,
i b i d .
^ 2F o r  e x a m p le ,  s e e  h i s  v o l u m i n o u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o n ­
c e r n i n g  t h e  E g y p t i a n  v e n t u r e  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  
1 8 7 5 - 7 6 ,  a nd  h i s  e x c h a n g e s  w i t h  Sam uel  L ew is  i n  1870 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  and  
P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
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e a r l y  i n  1 8 5 7 . 44 B u t  h e  was i n  no  p o s i t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  a  
w i f e ;  h e  c o u l d  n o t  e v e n  s u p p o r t  h i m s e l f .  By May o f  1857 ,  
h i s  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  f a i l i n g  a n d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  b u s i n e s s  a f ­
f a i r s  f o u n d e r i n g  b a d l y ,  D a v id  d e c i d e d  t o  t r y  h i s  l u c k  e l s e ­
w h e r e .  He a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  New O r l e a n s  D e l t a  f o r  a  t e a c h ­
i n g  p o s i t i o n  a n d  tw o  weeks  l a t e r  a  Mr. P .  A. N. S t a r k e s  o f  
S t a r k e s v i l l e  (Lamar C o u n t y ) ,  T e x a s ,  made him a f i r m  o f f e r . 4 ^ 
I t  t o o k  h im  more t h a n  t h r e e  m o n th s  t o  a r r a n g e  h i s  a f f a i r s ,  
b u t  f i n a l l y ,  i n  O c t o b e r  1 857 ,  D a v id  Boyd l e f t  h i s  home i n  
W y t h e v i l l e  f o r  w h a t  h e  i m a g i n e d  w e re  t h e  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i ­
t i e s  on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  J u s t  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d ,  h e  h a d  
f a i l e d  i n  l o v e  a n d  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  h i s  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  was 
i n t a c t  a n d  h i s  m e n t a l  a n d  m o r a l  q u a l i t i e s  won t h e  p r a i s e  o f  
h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  A f r i e n d  he  h a d  known a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
s e n t  h im o f f  w i t h  a  g l o w i n g  l e t t e r  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  h i s
W i l l i a m  H. Boyd t o  L e ro y  S t a f f o r d  Boyd,  March 19 ,  
1903 ,  i n  Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  Boyd F a m i l y  G e n e o l o g i c a l  
S c r a p b o o k ,  E l l a  S p i l l e r ' s  b r o t h e r  W i l l i a m  m a r r i e d  D a v i d ' s  
s i s t e r  C y n t h i a .  W i l l i a m  S p i l l e r  was a l s o  a  s t u d e n t  i n  
D a v i d ' s  s c h o o l  a t  W y t h e v i l l e  i n  1 8 5 6 - 5 7 .  R o l l  book  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . ) p a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  V olum es ,  Box 2 3 ,
4 5
S t a r k e s  w a n t e d  som eone  t o  t e a c h  f o r t y - f i v e  p u p i l s  
b e tw e e n  s i x  and  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o l d .  The t e a c h e r ' s  s a l a r y  
w o u ld  come f ro m  t h e  t u i t i o n  f e e s  w h ic h  r a n g e d  f ro m  tw o  t o  
f o u r  d o l l a r s  a  month  p e r  c h i l d .  The j o b  was D a v i d ' s  i f  h i s  
m o r a l s  w e r e  good  a n d  h e  c o u l d  f u r n i s h  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e f e r ­
e n c e s ,  "None n e e d  a p p l y  w /o  t h e m , "  w r o t e  t h e  b u s i n e s s l i k e  
Mr. S t a r k e s .  p .  A. N. S t a r k e s  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J u n e  7 ,  1857 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 10.
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b r o t h e r  i n  E a s t  T e x a s .  Boyd w as ,  h e  w r o t e ,  " a s  c l e v e r  a
4-fif e l l o w  a s  t h i s  o l d  S t a t e  c a n  f u r n i s h . "
^ M o r t o n  B. H o w e l l  o f  R ichm ond,  V i r g i n i a ,  t o  h i s  
b r o t h e r ,  A l f r e d  H o w e l l ,  G r e e n v i l l e ,  T e x a s ,  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,
1 8 57 ,  i b i d . , Box 1 5 .  F o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f a v o r a b l e  comment on  
D a v i d ' s  c h a r a c t e r  s e e  S .  E .  P r y o r  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  
I S ,  1856 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 11; T .  J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd, December 
2 ,  1857 ,  i b i d . , Box 5 .
CHAPTER I I
MARKING TIME
When D a v id  Boyd l e f t  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1857 ,  he  
i n t e n d e d  t o  s e c u r e  a  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  E a s t  T e x a s . 1 B u t  
on h i s  way s o u t h  he  made t h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  young  
V i r g i n i a n ,  W. R. J o h n s o n ,  a l s o  T e x a s  bou n d  a n d  a l s o  i n  s e a r c h  
o f  e m p lo y m e n t .  V ia  New O r l e a n s  a n d  S h r e v e p o r t ,  D a v id  a n d  
J o h n s o n  u l t i m a t e l y  r e a c h e d  M a r s h a l l ,  T e x a s ,  w h e re  J o h n s o n  
t o o k  a j o b  w i t h  a  r a i l r o a d  company.  D av id  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n s i d ­
e r e d  t h e  same c o u r s e ,  b u t  a n o t h e r  new f r i e n d ,  J u d g e  W. B.
E g an ,  i n d u c e d  h im  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n  a t  Homer
p
C o l l e g e  i n  Homer,  C l a i b o r n e  P a r i s h ,  L o u i s i a n a .  The Egan 
f a m i l y ,  J u d g e  W. B. E g an ,  h i s  b r o t h e r  D r ,  J .  C. E g an ,  and  
t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  D r .  B a r th o lo m ew  W. E g an ,  h a d  come t o  n o r t h  
L o u i s i a n a  f r o m  V i r g i n i a  so m e t im e  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s .  A l l  t h r e e  men
1M orton  B. H o w el l  t o  A l f r e d  T. H o w e l l ,  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  
1857 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15.
^W. C. J o h n s o n  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  March 15,  1858 ,  i b i d . , 
Box 11; A. A. Gunby, " L i f e  and  S e r v i c e s  o f  D av id  F r e n c h  Boyd," 
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  B u l l e t i n  ( J u n e ,  1 9 0 4 ) ,  2 - 5 ;  D r .  J .  
C. E g an ,  A p p e n d ix  t o  " L i f e  a n d  S e r v i c e s  o f  D av id  F r e n c h  Boyd," 
i b i d . ,  2 9 .
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w e re  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s e c u r i n g  D a v id  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  o r  i n  
p r o m o t i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  w h ic h  h e  l a t e r  b e ­
came a  p a r t ,* ^  B u t  when h e  met  D a v id  l a t e  i n  1857 ,  J u d g e  W. 
B. E g a n ' s  i n t e r e s t s  w e re  c e n t e r e d  on Homer C o l l e g e ,  The 
s c h o o l  p r o b a b l y  s t a r t e d  w i t h  one room i n  1S50 .  F i v e  y e a r s  
l a t e r  i t  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  N o r t h  
L o u i s i a n a  M e t h o d i s t  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  was p l a n n i n g  t o  o f f e r  
b o t h  B a c h e l o r ' s  a n d  M a s t e r ' s  D e g r e e s  i n  A r t s  a n d  S c i e n c e s .
I n  1856 t h e  g i f t  o f  an  a c r e  l o t  e n a b l e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t ­
e e s  t o  b e g i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  new b u i l d i n g  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w ­
i n g  y e a r  c o l l e g e  c l a s s e s  b e g a n  o p e r a t i o n . 4 D a v id  was p r o ­
f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  i n  t h e  new ly  o p e n e d  s c h o o l  a n d  i n i ­
t i a l l y  se e m e d  p l e a s e d  w i t h  h i s  j o b .  B u t  L o u i s i a n a  a n d
3The E gans  w e re  p r o m i n e n t  i n  L o u i s i a n a  e d u c a t i o n a l  
an d  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s  f o r  y e a r s .  D r .  J .  C. Egan  s e r v e d  a s  
s t a t e  s e n a t o r  1 86 8 -7 2  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  J u d g e  W. B. E g a n ,  was 
a  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  Suprem e C o u r t  when h e  d i e d .
J u d g e  E gan  and  h i s  f a t h e r  D r .  B a r th o lo m e w  E g a n ,  a l s o  s e r v e d  
on t h e  b o a r d s  o f  s e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  B a r t h o ­
lomew Egan  was one  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  Mt. L ebanon  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
a  B a p t i s t  c o l l e g e ,  a n d  W. B. Egan  h e l p e d  o r g a n i z e  Homer C o l ­
l e g e  a n d  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A l l  t h r e e  E gans  s e r v e d  
on t h e  B o a rd  o f  t h e  l a s t  named i n s t i t u t i o n .  New O r l e a n s  
D a i l y  P i c a y u n e . November 19 ,  1902;  Gunby, " L i f e  a n d  S e r v i c e s  
o f  D a v id  F r e n c h  B o y d , "  2 - 5 ,  1 2 -1 3 ;  J .  C. E g an ,  A p p e n d ix  i n  
i b i d . ,  31;  J .  W. Mobley,  "The Academy Movement i n  L o u i s i a n a , "  
L o u i s i a n a  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y , XXX ( J u l y ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  77;  J .
F a i r  H a r d i n ,  "The E a r l y  H i s t o r y  o f  The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i -  
s i t y , "  i b i d . ,  XI ( J a n u a r y ,  1 9 2 8 ) ,  13.
4 Mobley,  "Academy Movement i n  L o u i s i a n a , "  77;  J .  W. 
N i c h o l s o n ,  S t o r i e s  o f  D i x i e  (New Y o rk ,  1 9 1 5 ) ,  1 2 5 - 2 7 .
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L o u i s i a n i a n s  w e re  a n o t h e r  s t o r y .  H is  b r o t h e r  fo u n d  h i s
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  s o  u n f a v o r a b l e  t h a t  h e  d o u b t e d
w h e t h e r  he  c o u l d  e v e r  l i v e  t h e r e ,  and a T e x a s  f r i e n d  was
s o r r y  t o  h e a r  he  was l i v i n g  among s u c h  " r o u g h  p e o p l e . "  He
had t h o u g h t  D a v id  was s u r r o u n d e d  by P a r i s i a n s .  A l e t t e r
D av id  w r o t e  an  o l d  c o l l e g e  chum i n  V i r g i n i a  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n
v e r y  c r i t i c a l  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i n  g e n e r a l  and L o u i s i a n a  b e l l e s
i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  The f r i e n d  a d v i s e d  him t o  l e a v e  t h e  s t a t e  i f
h i s  j o b  o r  t h e  c l i m a t e  p r o v e d  t o o  d e m a n d in g .  As f o r  t h e
g i r l s ,  he w r o t e :
I wou ld  l i k e  v e r y  much t o  h a p p e n  i n  Homer on some Sunday 
& f i n d  you w a l k i n g  w i t h  o n e ,  w i t h  h e r  " a n c i e n t "  b o n n e t  
on .  I t  would  be  r i c h .  I c e r t a i n l y  would  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  h e a t  had  o p e r a t e d  on y o u r  b r a i n .  B u t  . . . s h o u l d
you f a l l  upon  / ’o n e /  w o g th  some $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  t a k e  h e r  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  a p p u r t e n a n c e s .
N ot  e v e r y  v i s i t o r  t o  Homer and  n o r t h  L o u i s i a n a  fo u n d  
t h e  p l a c e  s o  u n a t t r a c t i v e .  J .  W. D o r r  t o o k  a h o r s e  and bug­
gy t o u r  t h r o u g h  L o u i s i a n a  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and  summer o f  i 8 6 0 .  
He was em ployed  by  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  New Or­
l e a n s  C r e s c e n t  and b e tw e e n  A p r i l  and  J u l y ,  I 8 6 0 ,  t w e n t y -  
s e v e n  o f  h i s  d e s c r i p t i v e  l e t t e r s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  p a p e r ' s  
c o lu m n s .  Homer, w h ic h  D o r r  v i s i t e d  i n  m i d - J u l y ,  was
^ C h a r l e s  R. Boyd t o  D. F.  Boyd, J a n u a r y  15» 1 85 8 ,  i n
Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5; V/. R. Jo h n s o n  t o  D. F.  Boyd.
March 15,  1858 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 11 .
6 j .  F . G l e a v e s . J r .  t o  D a v id  F. Boyd, F e b r u a r y  14 ,  
1858,  i b i d . ,  Box 5.
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  one  o f  " t h e  m os t  p i c t u r e s q u e  a n d  p l e a s a n t  
p l a c e s  I h a v e  y e t  s e e n  i n  L o u i s i a n a . "  The town b o a s t e d  s e v ­
e n  o r  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  r e s i d e n t s ,  two n e w s p a p e r s ,  num erous  b u s ­
i n e s s e s ,  a  M e t h o d i s t  a n d  B a p t i s t  C h u rc h  a n d  many a t t r a c t i v e  
hom es .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  new c o u r t  h o u s e ,  t h e  n ew ly  b u i l t  
Homer C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e  w e l l - a t t e n d e d  M aso n ic  Fem ale  C o l l e g e  
c o n v i n c e d  D o r r  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r o s p e r i t y .  The o n l y  d r a w b a c k ,  
he  w r o t e ,  was t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e r e .  
The t o w n ' s  l a n d i n g  p l a c e  was t w e n t y  m i l e s  away and  v i s i t o r s  
h a d  t o  h i r e  a h o r s e  o r  h o r s e  a n d  buggy  a t  Minden,  L o u i s i a n a ,
7
t o  t r a v e l  t h e  h i l l y ,  c r o o k e d  r o a d .
W h a te v e r  i t s  charm s  f o r  D o r r  i n  I 8 6 0 ,  Homer f a i l e d  t o  
a t t r a c t  D a v id  i n  1858 .  By March h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  T ex a s  h a d  
r e k i n d l e d .  He t h o u g h t  o f  q u i t t i n g  h i s  t e a c h i n g  j o b  a n d  s e e k ­
i n g  em ploym en t  a s  a  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r  on t h e  T e x a s  a n d  P a c i f i c .  
B u t  a  f r i e n d  a d v i s e d  h im  t o  s t a y  w h e r e  h e  w a s .  The r a i l r o a d ,  
h e  w r o t e ,  was " a s  u n c e r t a i n  a s  T e x a s  w e a t h e r . " ®  M in e rv a  
Boyd was a l s o  d i s t u r b e d  by  h e r  s o n ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  l e a v e  Homer 
C o l l e g e .  She a c c u s e d  h im  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f a i l i n g :  i n a b i l i ­
t y  t o  s t i c k  by a n y t h i n g  l o n g  e n ough  t o  p r o s p e r  f r o m  i t .  I f  
h e  h a d  t o  l e a v e  t e a c h i n g ,  s h e  s u g g e s t e d ,  why n o t  s t u d y  law ?
7W a l t e r  P r i c h a r d  ( e d . ) ,  "A T o u r i s t ' s  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  i n  1 8 6 0 , "  L o u i s i a n a  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y .  XXI 
( O c t o b e r ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  76-771-----------------------------------  t
8W. R. J o h n s o n  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  March 15 ,  1858 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 11 .
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I  am a f r a i d  o f  y o u r  P .  R. R. ( P a c i f i c  R R )—you w i l l  g e t  
o v e r  among t h e  Rocky M o u n ta in s  b e f o r e  you  know w h a t  you 
a r e  a b o u t  85 t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I  h e a r ,  y o u r  s c a l p  w i l l  be  
d a n g l i n g  f ro m  a  h o r r i d  I n d i a n ' s  Wampum / ? / .  I  c a n ' t  
b e a r  t h e  i d e a  o f  y o u r  g o i n g  i n  t h a t  r o a d . -  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  
t h i n k  o f  i t . ®
B u t  D a v id  c o n t i n u e d  t o  " t h i n k  o f  i t , "  a l t h o u g h  he  c o n s i d e r e d  
o t h e r  c o u r s e s  a s  w e l l .  T h e r e  was a  g o od  c h a n c e  t h a t  h e
m ig h t  b e  o f f e r e d  a n o t h e r  t e a c h i n g  j o b  a t  Rocky Mount i n
10B o s s i e r  P a r i s h ,  L o u i s i a n a .  I n  t h e  m e a n t im e ,  f o r  h i s  sum ­
mer v a c a t i o n ,  he  p l a n n e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  t r i p  on h o r s e b a c k  
t h r o u g h  s o u t h w e s t  A r k a n s a s ,  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  a n d  a c r o s s  
T e x a s .  He i n t e n d e d  t o  l e a v e  a b o u t  m i d - J u l y  a n d ,  i f  a  s u i t ­
a b l e  j o b  w i t h  t h e  r a i l r o a d  d i d  n o t  d e v e l o p  b e f o r e  S e p t e m b e r ,  
h e  w o u ld  r e t u r n  t o  H o m e r . ^  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  how much o f  
T e x a s  D a v i d  a c t u a l l y  v i s i t e d ,  b u t  h e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t l y  
i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  tow n o f  P a r i s  i n  Lamar C o u n t y .  He 
w r o t e  h i s  f a m i l y  a  l o n g  f a v o r a b l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a c e  
a n d  e v e n  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  j o b  i n  t h e  o n l y  s c h o o l  t h e n  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  t h e  t o w n .  P a r i s  was t o o  s m a l l  t o  s u p p o r t  two t e a c h e r s
9 .M in e rv a  F r e n c h  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  A p r i l  12 ,  1858 ,  
i b i d . , Box 5 .
1 0 I b i d .
■^C. R. Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J u n e  15,  1858;  E .  L a n g l e y  
t o  D, F .  Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1 8 58 ,  i b i d . D a v id  Boyd k e p t  a  
b r i e f  d i a r y  o f  p a r t  o f  h i s  t r i p  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1 858 .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e  s t o p p e d  m ak in g  e n t r i e s  a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  
i n t o  I n d i a n  t e r r i t o r y  f r o m  A r k a n s a s .  D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  
i b i d . , Box 15 ,
28
12b u t  i t  p r o m i s e d  t o  k e e p  h im  i n  m in d .
Back  i n  L o u i s i a n a  Homer C o l l e g e  was f a c i n g  a c r i s i s .  
The T r u s t e e s  h a d  f a i l e d  t o  h i r e  a  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
d e c i d e d  t o  s u s p e n d  o p e r a t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  s e c u r e  a  f u l l  
s t a f f  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  D a v i d ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  
o f  one  o f  t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  s t u d e n t s ,  d e c i d e d  t o  f i l l  Homer's 
e d u c a t i o n a l  v o i d .  I n  a  p r i n t e d  f o l d e r  he  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  o p e n ­
i n g  o f  "An E n g l i s h ,  C l a s s i c a l  a n d  M a t h e m a t i c a l  S c h o o l . "  He 
a l s o  l i s t e d  h i s  r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  t e a c h i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e . 13 B u t  i n s t e a d  o f  o p e n i n g  h i s  own s c h o o l ,  D a v id  
became p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  d i v i s i o n  o f  Homer
12M in e r v a  F r e n c h  Boyd t o  D a v id  F r e n c h  Boyd,  S e p t e m ­
b e r  7 ,  1S58,  i b i d . ,  Box 5; T .  G. W r i g h t  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  
O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1858 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 1 0 .
^3 P r o s p e c t u s  f o r  an  " E n g l i s h ,  C l a s s i c a l  a n d  M a th e ­
m a t i c a l  S c h o o l , "  S e p t e m b e r ,  1858 ,  i b i d . ,  P r i n t e d  M a t e r i a l s ,  
1 8 5 0 - 5 8 ,  Box 19 .  D a v i d  r e f e r r e d  p r o s p e c t i v e  p a t r o n s  o f  h i s  
s c h o o l  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  Homer C o l l e g e  a n d  " i t s  l a t e  P r e s i ­
d e n t ,  P r o f e s s o r  J .  W. S t a c y . "  S t a c y ,  when Homer C o l l e g e  d i d  
n o t  r e o p e n  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1858 ,  became p r e s i d e n t  o f  Homer F e ­
m a le  I n s t i t u t e .  B u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S e p t e m b e r  h e  was a g a i n  a 
p r o f e s s o r  i n  Homer C o l l e g e  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  R e v e r e n d  
B a x t e r  C l e g g .  S t a c y  drew  u p  a  f o u r  y e a r  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  f o r  
t h e  c o l l e g e  w h ic h  i n c l u d e d  L a t i n ,  G r e e k ,  a l g e b r a ,  t r i g o n o m e ­
t r y ,  c a l c u l u s ,  s u r v e y i n g ,  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  c h e m i s t r y ,  a s ­
t ro n o m y  a n d  " E v i d e n c e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y . "  T h i s  e x t e n s i v e  
p r o g r a m  a n d  i t s  a u t h o r  d i d  n o t  i m p r e s s  one  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  u n ­
d e r g r a d u a t e s .  A l v i n  Kidd  s t u d i e d  m a t h e m a t i c s  u n d e r  D a v id  
Boyd a t  Homer C o l l e g e ,  a n d  D a v i d  e n c o u r a g e d  h im  t o  t r a n s f e r  
t o  Emory a n d  H en ry  C o l l e g e  i n  V i r g i n i a .  E a r l y  i n  1860 Kidd  
w r o t e  t o  D a v i d ,  t h e n  a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n ­
i n g  a t  P i n e v i l l e ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  t h a n k i n g  h im  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  
a n d  a d v i c e .  He was e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  D a v i d ' s  e n c o u r ­
a g em en t  t o  t r a n s f e r  o u t  o f  Homer C o l l e g e ,  t h u s  t a k i n g  h im  
o u t  o f  " s o  c o r r u p t  a  s o c i e t y "  a n d  away f ro m  s u c h  a " lo w , 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  humbug o f  a C o l l e g e . "  He f e l t  g oo d  " v e n t i ­
l a t i n g  h i s  m in d "  a b o u t  a  s c h o o l  whose s t a f f  a n d  r e p u t a t i o n  
w e re  p e r s o n i f i e d  by Mr. S t a c y ,  "an  i g n o r a m u s . "  C o u r s e  o f
29
C o l l e g e  w h ic h  d i d  f u n c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  a c a d e m ic  y e a r  
1 8 5 8 - 5 9 . 14 W r i t i n g  i n  1915 ,  P r o f e s s o r  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  r em em b ered  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a s  
v e r y  ,1m o d e rn ,, a n d  w e l l - r u n .  The p r i n c i p a l s ,  he  r e c a l l e d ,  
w e re  a b l e  men l i k e  D a v id  F .  Boyd a n d  Edwin H. Fay ( l a t e r  
S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ) ,  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  b e s t  
c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y . ^
T h a t  C l a i b o r n e  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o u n t r y  w e r e  d e s ­
p e r a t e l y  i n  n e e d  o f  any  s o r t  o f  s c h o o l  i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  by t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  w h ic h  a  p r o s p e c t i v e  p a t r o n  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
D a v id  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1858;
Mr. Boyd, when I saw you  l a s t  S a t e r d a y  i n  homer I  was 
n o t  s e r t e n  w h e t h e r  I  wod b r i n g  my s o n s  t o  y o u r  c o l l e g  
o r  n o t  So I  d i d  n o t  f i n d  no p l a s  t o  b o a r d  them  I  h a v e  
com t o  t h e  c o n c l u s o n  t o  b r i n g  th em  i f  I  c a n  g i t  b o a r d  
f e r  them  on o f  them  i s  s i c k  a t  p r e s e n t  So p l e s e  l o o k e  
r o u n d  and  i f  you  c a n  g e t  eny p l a s  f e r  t h i m  t o  b o a r d  
w r i t e  t o  me a n d  I  w i l  b r i n g  th em  d i r e c t  y o u r  l e t e r
s t u d y  f o r  Homer C o l l e g e ,  S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  1859 ,  i b i d . , Box 12: 
A l v i n  Kidd  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  F e b r u a r y  18 ,  1860 ,  
i b i d . ,  Box 11; P r i c h a r d  ( e d . ) ,  "A T o u r i s t ' s  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
L o u i s i a n a , "  7 7 .
B. Egan t o  D r .  J .  S .  S a u n d e r s ,  J u l y  15,  1859,  
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 1 1 .
■ ^ N i c h o l s o n ,  S t o r i e s  o f  D i x i e , 1 0 6 .  N i c h o l s o n  grew 
up  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  Homer, L o u i s i a n a ,  a n d  r e c e i v e d  h i s  e d u c a ­
t i o n  a t  Homer C o l l e g e .  He l a t e r  t a u g h t  t h e r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s .  In  1877 h e  w e n t  t o  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  
p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s .  The U n i v e r s i t y  was t h e n  u n d e r  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y  o f  D a v id  Boyd.  M obley ,  "Academy Movement i n  
L o u i s i a n a , "  7 7 - 8 2 .
3 0
  1 r* . —
. . .  / ? /  J a c k s o n  p a r i s h .  D a v id  C o l v i n .  / s i c /
A f t e r  o n e  f u l l  y e a r  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  D a v i d  was s t i l l  u n ­
h a p p y  i n  Homer.  A t  l e a s t  one  c a u s e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c o n ­
c e r n  he  f e l t  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y ’s  f i n a n c i a l  p l i g h t .  Only a  few 
d a y s  a f t e r  he  l e f t  V i r g i n i a  t h e y  gav e  u p  t h e i r  home a n d  
moved i n t o  t h e  D ep o t  H o t e l ,  an  i n v e s t m e n t  p r o p e r t y  w h ic h  
Thomas Boyd h a d  p u r c h a s e d  some y e a r s  b e f o r e .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r s  
t o  D a v id ,  Thomas Boyd u s u a l l y  a p p e a r e d  q u i t e  o p t i m i s t i c  
a b o u t  h i s  c h a n c e s  o f  s t a v i n g  o f f  c o m p l e t e  f i n a n c i a l  r u i n .
He h o p e d  t o  s e l l  o f f  h i s  h u g e  l a n d h o l d i n g s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a n ­
c e l  h i s  o t h e r  i n d e b t e d n e s s ;  t h e  h o t e l ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  w o u ld  
c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o r t  h i s  l a r g e  f a m i l y  when t h e  w e a t h e r  im ­
p r o v e d  a n d  t h e  new r a i l r o a d  b r o u g h t  t o u r i s t s  t o  t h e  to w n .  
M e an w h i le ,  D a v id  m us t  n o t  t h i n k  o f  g i v i n g  u p  h i s  c h a n c e s  i n  
L o u i s i a n a .  H i s  o f f e r s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  V i r g i n i a  w e re  a p p r e c i ­
a t e d ,  b u t  o n l y  t h e  s a l e  o f  h i s  l a n d  c o u l d  r i d  Thomas Boyd o f  
w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  "my e m b a r r a s s m e n t . " 17
O th e r  l e t t e r s  f ro m  home w e re  more d i s h e a r t e n i n g .  An 
a u n t  w r o t e  t h a t  "Your P a ’s  a f f a i r s  a r e  i n  a  d e s p e r a t e  s t a t e  
. • and  a s k e d  D a v id  t o  h e l p  s a v e  h i s  m o t h e r ' s
16D a v id  C o l v i n  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  2 2 ,  1858 ,  i n  
Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 16.
17T. J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd, December 2 ,  1857 ,  J a n u ­
a r y  4 ,  1858 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 5 .
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s e r v a n t s . 18 M in e rv a  B o y d ' s  l e t t e r s  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  g r i m  n e w s .  
She h a d  h a d  t o  s i g n  away h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  a l l  p r o p e r t y ,  e v e n  
h e r  f a v o r i t e  s l a v e s ,  and  s h e  d o u b t e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  s a l e  o f  h e r  
h u s b a n d ' s  l a n d  w o u ld  c o v e r  a l l  t h e  d e b t s .  Thomas B o y d ' s  a f ­
f a i r s ,  w r o t e  M in e r v a  Boyd, w e r e  i n  f a r  w o r s e  s h a p e  t h a n  he
w o u ld  a d m i t .  She d i d  n o t  w i s h  t o  b u r d e n  D a v id ,  b u t  " I f  y o u r  
P a ' s  i n s a n e  d e s i r e  t o  s p e c u l a t e  w i l l  b e  s h u n n e d  by h i s  s o n s  
' t i s  a l l  I  a s k  o f  t h e m . " 19 F i n a l l y ,  a t  D a v i d ' s  r e q u e s t ,  an  
u n c l e  w e n t  t o  W y t h e v i l l e  i n  December o f  1858 t o  d e t e r m i n e  
j u s t  how s e r i o u s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s .  He r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Thomas 
Boyd owed a b o u t  $ 1 7 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  s t o o d  l i t t l e  c h a n c e  o f  e v e r  
p a y i n g  i t  o f f .  D a v i d ' s  f a t h e r ,  w r o t e  t h e  u n c l e ,  " d i d n ' t  
know how t o  u s e  moneyj i f  h e  w e re  o u t  o f  t h i s  mess  h e ’d  be 
i n  a n o t h e r . "  I n  a ny  e v e n t ,  D a v id  m ig h t  a s  w e l l  s t a y  i n  
L o u i s i a n a ,  He c o u l d  do no  g o od  i n  V i r g i n i a .
D a v i d  was n o t  c o n v i n c e d .  A f r i e n d  w r o t e  h im  t h a t  t h e
o n l y  n e w s p a p e r  a r o u n d  W y t h e v i l l e  was u p  f o r  s a l e .  I f  he .were  
b a c k  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  h e  c o u l d  make a  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a p e r  a n d  
s t u d y  law  i n  h i s  s p a r e  t i m e ,  s o m e t h i n g  h i s  L o u i s i a n a  f r i e n d
^ C .  M. McComas t o  D. F .  Boyd, December 1 5 ,  1857 ,
i b i d .
19M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D a v i d  Boyd, u n d a t e d  / 1 8 5 S / ;  March 
2 2 ,  1858 ,  i b i d .
on
H. F r e n c h  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1859 ,  i b i d . ,
Box 4 .
Ju d g e  W. B. Egan h a d  u r g e d  h im  t o  c o n s i d e r .  B u t  D a v i d ' s  
f a t h e r  o p p o s e d  h i s  s o n ' s  r e t u r n  t o  V i r g i n i a  b e c a u s e  " t h e y  
/ t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e / 7 n e g l e c t e d  you  when y ou  w e re  h e r e . " 21 
Thomas Boyd was p r o b a b l y  r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  own g r o w in g  d i s e n ­
c h a n t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  o f  W y t h e v i l l e .  By 1859 i t  was 
c l e a r  t h a t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  community  
was no  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  s o l v e n c y .  One o f  h i s  s o n s  w a n t e d  t o  
l e a v e  W y t h e v i l l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  s o  u n f r i e n d l y ,  and  
e v e n  t h e  m aid  was m o r t i f i e d  when o t h e r  s e r v a n t s  c h i d e d  h e r  
a b o u t  h e r  m a s t e r ' s  s t r a i t e n e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Her  p r e s t i g e  
m ust  h a v e  s l i p p e d  a n o t h e r  n o t c h  i n  May o f  1859 when Thomas 
Boyd l o s t  h i s  b i d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  P u b l i c  
W o r k s .22
F i n a n c i a l  r u i n  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  d r e a r y  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  
l e t t e r s  D a v id  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  home. W i l l i a m  H e n d e r s o n  Boyd, 
f i v e  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  D a v id ,  was e v e r y t h i n g  h i s  o l d e r  
b r o t h e r  was n o t .  He d r a n k ,  sm oked ,  g a m b le d ,  a n d  c a r o u s e d  
w i t h  s c a r l e t  women. Thomas Boyd f i n a l l y  o r d e r e d  h im o u t  o f
2 1 J .  T. G l e a v e s  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1859 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 8;  C y n t h i a  
Boyd ( s i s t e r )  t o  D. F .  Boyd, November 1 ,  1 8 58 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5;  Thomas J .  Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  
1859 ,  i b i d .
22 M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  I S ,  1859 (D a v id
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5; T.  J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, J u n e  2 8 ,  1859 ,  
i b i d .
t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  he  s o u g h t  r e f u g e  among h i s  m o t h e r ’s  num erous  
r e l a t i v e s .  M in e r v a  Boyd was d i s t r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  i l l ­
n e s s  by  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  h e r  f a m i l y .  She d i d  n o t  co n do n e  
W i l l i a m ' s  " e v i l  c o u r s e s . "  B u t  Thomas B o y d ’s  h a r s h  t r e a t m e n t  
se em e d  t o  make W i l l i e  "more r e c k l e s s  t h a n  h e  w o u ld  b e  w i t h  
more  g e n t l e  t r e a t m e n t . "  She  a s k e d  D a v id  t o  w r i t e  h i s  b r o t h -
90
e r  a n d  u r g e  him  t o  mend h i s  w a y s .  O t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  a l s o  
a p p e a l e d  t o  D a v id  t o  a s sum e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  
b l a c k  s h e e p .  Even  W i l l i a m  t h o u g h t  i t  was a  g o o d  i d e a .
T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  much d o i n g  a t  h i s  r e l a t i v e s '  hom es .  They 
d o u b t e d  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n  l a w ,  a n d  when D a v id  o f f e r e d  t o  
p a y  W i l l i a m ' s  f a r e  t o  L o u i s i a n a  e v e r y o n e  se e m e d  s a t i s f i e d . ^
T h e r e  w a s ,  f i n a l l y ,  one  o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  D a v i d ' s  
a p p a r e n t  u n h a p p i n e s s  i n  Homer d u r i n g  1858 a n d  1 8 59 .  E l l a  
S p i l l e r ,  t h e  y o u n g  woman w i t h  whom h e  h a d  b e e n  i n  l o v e  b e ­
f o r e  h e  l e f t  W y t h e v i l l e ,  h a d  m a r r i e d  som eone  e l s e .  M iss
23_  _  M in e r v a  Boyd t o  D a v id  F r e n c h  Boyd,  November 2 3 ,
/ 1 8 5 8 / ,  A p r i l  18 ,  1859 ,  i b i d . ; T .  J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, 
A p r i l  3 0 ,  1859,  i b i d . , Box 7 .
24 H. F r e n c h  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1859 ,  i b i d . , 
Box 4 ;  C. F .  McComas t o  D a v id  B oyd,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 ,  1859 ,  
i b i d . , Box 7; C. F .  McComas t o  D a v id  Boyd, November 2 0 ,
1859;  _ W i l l i a m  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  May 2 1 ,  November 1 2 ,
i b i d . , Box 5 .  D a v id  o f f e r e d  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  W i l ­
l i a m  a s  e a r l y  a s  March o f  I S 58 a n d  Thomas Boyd,  w i s h i n g  t o  
g e t  W i l l i a m  away f rom  h i s  " o l d  a s s o c i a t e s , "  t h o u g h t  i t  a 
good  i d e a .  Thomas Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  March 2 1 ,  1 858 ,  i b i d .
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S p i l l e r ,  a s  l o n g  a s  s h e  was s i n g l e ,  fo rm e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
t o p i c  o f  t h e  many l e t t e r s  D a v id  e x c h a n g e d  w i t h  a  V i r g i n i a  
f r i e n d ,  L. A. Auman. When s h e  m a r r i e d  A l e x  Brown, a  young
a t t o r n e y ,  i n  Decembei'  o f  1 8 5 8 ,  Auman w r o t e  " I  c a n n o t  e v e n
}— — 25c o n j e c t u r e  how t h e  nev/s w i l l  e f f e c t  / s i c /  y o u . "
As t h e  summer o f  1859 a p p r o a c h e d ,  D a v id  was u n d e ­
c i d e d  a b o u t  h i s  f u t u r e .  Homer d i d  n o t  a t t r a c t  h im  i n  s p i t e
o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l a r y  h e  w o u ld  r e c e i v e  i f  h e  r e m a i n e d  a s
26p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  W y t h e v i l l e  was w i t h o u t  a  
t e a c h e r  i n  May, a n d  Thomas B oyd ,  a s k e d  by  h i s  s o n  a b o u t  t h e  
a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  r e t u r n i n g  home,  a n s w e r e d  " I  am a l m o s t  / t e m p t -
—  f ) / 7
e d /  t o  s a y ,  come & t r y  t h e  p l a c e  o n ce  m o r e . "  B u t  two 
m on ths  l a t e r  a  new s c h o o l m a s t e r  was a c t i v e  i n  W y t h e v i l l e ,  and 
t h e  f a t h e r  u r g e d  h i s  s o n  t o  s t a y  w h e re  h e  w a s .  H i s  m o t h e r ,  
on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w a n t e d  h im  home a t  any  c o s t .  He c o u l d  be
^ L e o p o l d  A. Auman t o  D a v id  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  J u n e
5,  1858 ,  J a n u a r y  14,  1859 ,  i b i d . , Box 1 1 .  Only a  few  m on th s
a f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e  E l l a  S p i l l e r  Brown was a  widow a n d
D a v i d ' s  h o p e s  m u s t  h a v e  r e v i v e d .  He was s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
1862 when s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Army o f  N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  t o o k  h im  
b a c k  t o  h i s  home s t a t e .  L e o p o ld  Auman t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l
8 , 1859 ,  i b i d . ; C. R. Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  December  16,
1 861 ,  March 7 ,  1862 ,  i b i d . , Box 5 .
2 6 L e o p o ld  A. Auman t o  D. F .  Boyd, May 2 ,  1 8 5 9 ,  i b i d . ,
Box 11 .
27 T .  J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 8 5 9 ,  i b i d . ,
Box 7 .
a s m i t h  i f  n e c e s s a r y . 3®
M in e r v a  B o y d ' s  l e t t e r s  u r g i n g  D a v i d ' s  r e t u r n  t o
W y t h e v i l l e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h ic h  e x i s t e d
b e tw e e n  them .  Months b e f o r e  s h e  had  c o n f i d e d  t h a t  s h e  had
" s o  many t h i n g s  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  I  c a n ' t  w r i t e ,  s o  many
t h i n g s  I c a n  s p e a k  o f  t o  n o n e  b u t  you .  I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  I
99s h o u l d  m i s s  you s o  m u c h ."  Her o t h e r  s o n s ,  who p r e f e r r e d  
t h e i r  f r i e n d s  t o  h e r ,  w e re  no  c o m f o r t  and h e r  h u s b a n d  j u s t  
b u r i e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s .  She m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  b i t t e r ­
l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  when D a v id  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  w ou ld  n o t  
b e  com ing  home a f t e r  a l l .  I n  J u l y  o f  1859 he  a c c e p t e d  an o f ­
f e r  t o  r u n  a s c h o o l  a t  Rocky Mount i n  B o s s i e r  P a r i s h ,  L o u i s i -  
30
a n a .
The j o b  a t  Rocky Mount was t o  b e g i n  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  b u t  
e v e n  b e f o r e  he  l e f t  Homer, D a v id  l e a r n e d  o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  
a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s  i n  t h e  new ly  o r g a n i z e d  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g  a t  P i n e v i l l e ,  L o u i s i a n a .
3®T. J .  Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd,  J u n e  28 ,  1859;  M in e rv a  
Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, /May o r  J u n e ,  1 8 5 9 / ,  i b i d . ,  Box 5.
29
M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D av id  F r e n c h  Boyd, S e p te m b e r
7 ,  1858 ,  i b i d .
30W. B. Egan t o  D r .  J .  S. S a u n d e r s ,  J u l y  15 ,  1858,  
i b i d . ,  Box 11;  C h a r l e s  R. Boyd t o  D av id  F. Boyd, J u l y  25 ,  
1 85 9 ,  i b i d . , Box 5.
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T h ro u g h  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t h e  S e m in a r y  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s
a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  i n  s e v e r a l  New Y o rk ,  W a s h i n g t o n  and
New O r l e a n s  n e w s p a p e r s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d  summer o f  1 8 5 9 .
When t h e  B o a r d  met i n  A u g u s t ,  i t  h a d  o v e r  e i g h t y  p e r s o n s  t o
c o n s i d e r .  Of t h e s e ,  f o r t y  s o u g h t  t h e  p o s t  t o  w h ic h  D a v i d  was 
31a p p o i n t e d .  The C l a i b o r n e  A d v o c a t e , H o m e r ' s  n e w s p a p e r ,  
t h o u g h t  a  b e t t e r  c h o i c e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  made: "Mr. Boyd
i s  a t a l e n t e d ,  w o r t h y ,  e n e r g e t i c  i n d u s t r i o u s  and  d e s e r v i n g  
young  man. He h a s  b e e n  t e a c h i n g  f o r  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s  . . ,
i n  o u r  town and  h a s  e x h i b i t e d  s u c h  p r o f i c i e n c y  and  t h o r o u g h  
s c h o l a r s h i p  . . .  a s  t o  g i v e  e n t i r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n . " ^
D a v id  was s t i l l  u n h a p p y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a s  1859 d rew  t o
a  c l o s e .  He f o u n d  B o s s i e r  P a r i s h  no  more a p p e a l i n g  t h a n  
Homer.  B ut  a t  l e a s t  h i s  s t a y  t h e r e  w o u ld  be  b r i e f .  I n  J a n u ­
a r y  h e  w o u ld  b e g i n  a new j o b  i n  a  new i n s t i t u t i o n .  " I  ho p e  
t o  h e a r  b e t t e r  a c c o u n t s  f ro m  t h a t  new p l a c e  you  a r e  g o i n g  
t o , "  w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r . ^  N e i t h e r  o n e  o f  them  c o u l d  know i n
1359 t h a t  D a v i d ' s  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  " t h a t  new p l a c e "  w o u ld
l a s t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  f o r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r .
r* i - j
°■‘•F lem ing ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 3 0 - 3 2 .  
n o
(Homer, L a , )  C l a i b o r n e  A d v o c a t e t A u g u s t  / ? / ,  1859,  
q u o t e d  i n  V i r g i n i a  n e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g ,  u n i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  u n ­
d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 16 .
33 C h a r l e s  R. Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  S e p te m b e r  6 ,  1359,  
i b i d . , Box 5 .
CHAPTER I I I  
APPRENTICESHIP
The "new p l a c e "  t o  w h ic h  D a v id  Boyd w en t  v e r y  l a t e  i n  
1859 was R a p i d e s  P a r i s h ,  L o u i s i a n a .  A l e x a n d r i a ,  a  to w n  o f  
some 1 ,6 0 0  p e o p l e  was t h e  p a r i s h  s e a t .  Some t h r e e  h u n d r e d  
m i l e s  f ro m  New O r l e a n s  v i a  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  and  Red R i v e r ,  i t  
f o rm e d  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  J u s t  a b o v e  t h e  
town t h e r e  w e r e  r a p i d s  w h i c h ,  i n  low w a t e r ,  s e r i o u s l y  ham­
p e r e d  t r a v e l  u p s t r e a m . '  Even  b e lo w  A l e x a n d r i a  t h e  r i v e r ' s  
d e p t h  v a r i e d  r a d i c a l l y ,  c a u s i n g  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  m e r c h a n t s  much 
i n c o n v e n i e n c e .  A t  t i m e s  one  c o u l d  wade t h e  s t r e a m ;  a t  o t h e r  
t i m e s  i t  was t h i r t y  f e e t  d e e p .  B u t  low w a t e r  and  f l o o d s  d i d  
n o t  im pede  A l e x a n d r i a ' s  g r o w t h .  By 1860 i t  p o s s e s s e d  se v e ra l  
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  new c o u r t  h o u s e  an d  two h o t e l s .  A t h i r d ,  
t h e  I c e  H o u se ,  was n e a r i n g  c o m p l e t i o n .  S o on  t r a v e l e r s  on 
t h e i r  way t o  T e x a s  by w a t e r  o r  s t a g e  c o u l d  e n j o y  t h e  uncom­
mon l u x u r i e s  o f  s t e a m  h e a t ,  g a s  a n d  w a t e r  i n  e v e r y  ro o m .  
T h e r e  was a  t h e a t e r  i n  t h e  new h o t e l ,  a nd  f o r  t h o s e  who 
s o u g h t  o t h e r  d i v e r s i o n s ,  t h e  town  p r o v i d e d  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  b a r ­
ro o m s ,  b i l l i a r d  p a r l o r s ,  two n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  t h r e e  c h u r c h e s .
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O p p o s i t e  A l e x a n d r i a  on t h e  n o r t h  b a n k  o f  Red R i v e r ,  
a l m o s t  h i d d e n  i n  t h e  p i n e  w o o ds ,  was t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  P i n e -  
v i l l e .  A s t e a m  f e r r y  c o n n e c t e d  i t  w i t h  A l e x a n d r i a ,  a n d  a 
w agon  r o a d ,  t h r e e  and  a  h a l f  m i l e s  l o n g ,  r a n  i n t o  t h e  f o r e s t  
t o  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g . ^
The L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  
S e m in a r y  f a r  f r o m  any  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c e n t e r  was i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  
p r e v a i l i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  a n d  a g r a r i a n  p r e j u d i c e s .
A f t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  w r a n g l i n g ,  t h e  s o l o n s  s e t t l e d  u p o n  R a p id e s  
P a r i s h  b e c a u s e  i t  was c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d ,  e a s i l y  r e a c h e d  by 
w a t e r  and  c o n s i d e r e d  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  f ro m  d i s e a s e .  P e r h a p s  
t h e  most  c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  c h o i c e  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
R a p i d e s  was t h e  home o f  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham, t h e  m ost  
a r d e n t  and  d e d i c a t e d  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  p r o j e c t . 2 
G raham , whose  f o r m a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  l a s t e d  u n t i l  
1 8 8 5 ,  was b o r n  i n  F a i r f a x  C o u n ty ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i n  1 8 0 7 .  He a t ­
t e n d e d  W est  P o i n t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  f o r  o n e .  I n  1828 h e  m i g r a t e d  t o  R a p i d e s  P a r i s h  and  
u l t i m a t e l y  became a  p l a n t e r  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m e a n s .  H i s  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  h i s  b r i e f  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  M a x ican  War, 
a n d  L o u i s i a n a ' s  r e p e a t e d  f a i l u r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an  e n d u r i n g
■ ^Prichard  ( e d . ) ,  "A T o u r i s t ' s  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
L o u i s i a n a , "  4 7 - 5 2 .
o
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 2 2 - 2 4 .
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" c l a s s i c a l ” c o l l e g e  c o n v i n c e d  G e n e r a l  Graham o f  t h e  
s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  s c h o o l s  o r g a n i z e d  l i k e  W est  P o i n t  a n d  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e *  As a l e a d i n g  member o f  t h e
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  h e  d i d  h i s  u t t e r m o s t  t o  s h a p e  t h e  LOU­
'S
i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  xn t h e x r  xmage.
The S e m in a r y  b u i l d i n g ,  be g u n  i n  1 85 6 ,  Avas r e a d y  f o r  
o c c u p a n c y  l a t e  i n  1859 .  I t  m us t  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  an  i n c o n g r u ­
ous as w e l l  a s  i m p r e s s i v e  s i g h t  t o  a n y o n e  who saw i t  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e .  W a l t e r  F l e m i n g ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s :
T h r e e  l o f t y  s t o r i e s  h i g h ,  w i t h  f i v e  f o u r - s t o r y  t o w e r s .
I t  e x t e n d e d  a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  a  q u a d r a n g l e  o ne  h u n ­
d r e d  s e v e n t y  f e e t  f r o n t  by one  h u n d r e d  s e v e n t e e n  f e e t  
d e e p .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n t y - t w o  l a r g e  ro o m s ,  a n d  t o  e a c h  
f l o o r  was a  w id e  g a l l e r y ;  t h e  h e a v y  w a l l s  w e re  c r e n -  
n e l a t e d ,  a n d  t h e  w h o le  b u i l d i n g  f i n i s h e d  i n  w h i t e .  
L o c a t e d  on a  h i g h  h i l l  i n  an o p e n i n g  i n  t h e  p i n e  w oods ,  
s u r r o u n d e d  by t h e  open  p i n e  f o r e s t  o f  t r e e s  s i x t y  t o
H is  e f f o r t s  t o  c r e a t e  a l i t e r a r y  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n  u n d e r  a  m i l i t a r y  fo rm  o f  g o v e rn m e n t  d i d  n o t  go u n ­
c h a l l e n g e d .  T h r e e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  
T .  C. Manning,  Dr .  S .  A. S m i t h ,  a nd  Jam es  G. C a m p b e l l ,  w a n t ­
e d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  be  a  u n i v e r s i t y  o r g a n i z e d  som ewhat  l i k e  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  B u t  Graham i n s i s t e d  t h a t  L o u i ­
s i a n i a n s  w o u ld  n o t  s u p p o r t  s o  a m b i t i o u s  a  p r o j e c t .  F u r t h e r ­
m o re ,  L o u i s i a n a  y o u t h  r e q u i r e d  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  
a s  a  w h o le  n e e d e d  a  s c h o o l  w h ic h  m ig h t  p r o v i d e  some p r a c t i c a l  
t r a i n i n g  i n  m i l i t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Y o u th  t r a i n e d  i n  s u c h  an 
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a r g u e d  Graham, m ig h t  w e l l  p r o v i d e  a " n u c l e u s  i n  
e v e r y  p a r i s h  . . . f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
M i l i t a r y  B o d ie s  s h o u l d  t h e  S t a t e  . . . h a v e  n e e d  o f  t h e m . "
G. M. S t a f f o r d ,  c o n t r i b u t o r ,  " A u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  Geo. Mason 
G r a h a m ,"  L o u i s i a n a  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y , XX ( J a n u a r y ,
1 9 3 7 ) ,  2 - 1 7 .  F o r  a  more c o m p l e t e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e e  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 2 7 - 3 8 .
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e i g h t y  f e e t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  b r a n c h e s ,  t h e  S e m in a r y  
b u i l d i n g  was an  i m p o s i n g  s p e c t a c l e . ^
The f i r s t  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  a l s o  r e ­
f l e c t e d  t h e  d o m in a n t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  G e n e r a l  Graham . I n  t h e  
s t e r n  w ords  o f  a  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s '  R e p o r t ,  a  t h o r o u g h  
k n o w le d g e  o f  E n g l i s h  w o u ld  be  i n c u l c a t e d  a n d  " i n c i d e n t a l  
t h e r e t o ,  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t  C l a s ­
s i c  L a n g u a g e s . "  F r e n c h  o r  S p a n i s h  w o u ld  a l s o  be  t a u g h t .
However ,  a s  t h e  P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e s  h a v e  s o  r a p i d l y  a d ­
v a n c e d  o f  l a t e  y e a r s ,  a n d  no  p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  E x a c t  
S c i e n c e s ,  t h e  B o a r d  h a v e  s e l e c t e d  P r o f e s s o r s  q u a l i f i e d  
t o  t e a c h  M a th e m a t i c s  t h o r o u g h l y ,  w i t h  N a t u r a l  P h i l o s ­
ophy e m b r a c i n g  M e c h a n ic s  a n d  t h e  l aw s  w h i c h  g o v e r n  a l l  
M a c h in e r y  and  P h y s i c a l  f o r c e s ;  a l s o  C h e m i s t r y  a n d  i t s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  A r t s .
A l l  t h i s  p l u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  s u r v e y i n g ,  d r a w i n g ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,
a nd  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  c l a i m e d  t h e  B o a r d ,  w o u ld  make " t h i s  S e m i-
5
n a r y  t h e  e q u a l  o f  any  i n  t h e  U. S . "
B e s i d e s  D a v i d ,  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  f i r s t  f a c u l t y  o r  A c a ­
dem ic  B o a r d  i n c l u d e d  Y / i l l i a m  Tecumseh  S h e rm an ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
a n d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g ;  A n th o n y  V a l i a s ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f
^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  26 ,
5
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g ,  November 17 ,  1S59,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) 
P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  1 8 5 9 - 6 9 ,  Box 1 9 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Fleming 
t h i s  R e p o r t  was com posed  by G e n e r a l  Graham a n d  S u p e r i n t e n d -  
d e n t  Y / i l l i a m  T.  Shex'man, s i g n e d  by G o v e r n o r  R o b e r t  W i c k l i f f e ,  
a nd  s e n t  o u t  a s  a c i r c u l a r  t o  a d v e r t i s e  t h e  S e m in a r y .
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 4 0 .
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m a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y ;  E.  B e r t e  S t .  Ange,  
p r o f e s s o r  o f  m odern  l a n g u a g e s ,  a n d  F r a n c i s  W. S m i t h ,  p r o f e s ­
s o r  o f  c h e m i s t r y ,  m i n e r o l o g y ,  g e o l o g y  a n d  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  i n ­
f a n t r y  t a c t i c s .  Sherm an  was a  W est  P o i n t  g r a d u a t e  a n d  a r e ­
t i r e d  army m a j o r .  B e f o r e  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  h e  h a d  e n g a g e d  i n  b a n k i n g  a n d  l a w ,  b u t  n e i ­
t h e r  p r o v i d e d  an  a d e q u a t e  in com e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y .  I n  J u n e  o f  
1859 h e  w r o t e  an  o l d  f r i e n d ,  M ajo r  Don C a r l o s  B u e l l ,  t h e n  
A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, i n q u i r i n g  
a b o u t  v a c a n c i e s  i n  t h e  War D e p a r t m e n t .  B u e l l  s e n t  She rm an  a 
c i r c u l a r  a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  a  m i l i t a r y  c o l ­
l e g e  a b o u t  t o  be o p e n e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  He a d v i s e d  Sherm an t o  
a p p l y ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  G. Mason Graham , one  o f  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  
t h e  new s c h o o l ,  was a h a l f  b r o t h e r  o f  S h e r m a n ' s  f o r m e r  com­
m an d in g  o f f i c e r ,  G e n e r a l  R. B. Mason.®
A n th o n y  V a l i a s  a n d  E .  B e r t e  S t .  Ange w e r e  H u n g a r i a n  
a n d  F r e n c h ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  V a l i a s  l e f t  h i s  h o m e la n d  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s  i n  18 5 0 .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  
t h e  S e m in a r y  he  h a d  l i v e d  i n  New O r l e a n s  a b o u t  e i g h t  y e a r s .
®A s u r g e o n ,  D r .  J o h n  S e v i e r  o f  K e n tu c k y ,  was a l s o  
e m p lo y e d  by t h e  B o a r d .  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  J a n u a r y ,  1860 ( B a to n  R ouge ,  I 8 6 0 ) ,  4 - 5 ,  9;
W. T .  S h e rm an ,  Memoirs o f  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  T .  Sherm an  By Him­
s e l f  ( B l o o m i n g t o n ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  142.
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A c a d e m i c a l l y  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  s u r p a s s e d  t h o s e  o f  a l l  h i s  
c o l l e a g u e s .  He h e l d  t h e  P h .D .  an d  was a  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  E p i s ­
c o p a l  C h u r c h .  S t .  Ange was a  f o r m e r  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  
Navy.  He t o o  l i v e d  an d  t a u g h t  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  b u t  when 
e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  f a c u l t y  was t e a c h i n g  p r i v a t e  s t u d e n t s  
i n  R a p i d e s  P a r i s h .  The f i f t h  member o f  t h e  A cadem ic  B o a r d  
was F r a n c i s  W. S m i th ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  c h e m i s t r y  a n d  commandant  
o f  c a d e t s .  A t  t w e n t y - t w o  h e  was t h e  y o u n g e s t  p r o f e s s o r  on 
t h e  s t a f f .  He was a g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i ­
t u t e  and  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  When a p p o i n t e d  t o  h i s  
p r o f e s s o r s h i p  i n  A u g u s t  o f  1 859 ,  h e  was s o j o u r n i n g  i n  
E u r o p e .  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  She rm an ,  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  
d e s c r i b e d  S m i t h  a s  "one  o f  t h e  r e a l  V i r g i n i a  F .  F .  V . Ts ,  a  
v e r y  handsom e yo u n g  man o f  t w e n t y - t w o  who w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  b e
O
g o o d  c o m p a n y . '10
"Good company" was a b o u t  a l l  t h a t  Sherm an  and  h i s  
s t a f f  c o u l d  c o u n t  on t o  r e l i e v e  an  o t h e r w i s e  i s o l a t e d  a nd  
som ew hat  s p a r t a n  e x i s t e n c e .  B o th  Sherm an  an d  V a l i a s  w e r e  m a r ­
r i e d ,  b u t  o n l y  V a l i a s ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  l a r g e  f a m i l y ,  m anaged  t o  
s e c u r e  h o u s i n g  n e a r  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  She rm an  c h o s e  t o  l e a v e  h i s
^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 1 - 3 3 ,  3 9 .
Q
W. T. Sherm an t o  h i s  w i f e ,  December  16 ,  1859 ,  i n  M.
A. DeWolfe Howe ( e d . ) ,  Home L e t t e r s  o f  G e n e r a l  Sherm an (New 
Y o r k ,  1 9 0 9 ) ,  1 69 .
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f a m i l y  i n  Ohio  a n d  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  s i n g l e  p r o f e s s o r s  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  s u i t a b l e  q u a r t e r s  c o u l d  be  b u i l t .  When 
h e  f i r s t  saw t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  November ,  1859 ,  Sherman t h o u g h t  
i t  " g o r g e o u s "  and  " t o o  g o od  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e . "  I t  was com­
p l e t e l y  u n f u r n i s h e d  b u t  he  moved i n  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  A f t e r  e n ­
g a g i n g  l o c a l  c a r p e n t e r s  t o  b u i l d  b e n c h e s ,  t a b l e s  and  b l a c k ­
b o a r d s ,  Sherm an t r a v e l e d  t o  New O r l e a n s  t o  buy  books  a n d  a d ­
d i t i o n a l  f u r n i t u r e  s o  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  m ig h t  o p e n  a s  a d v e r ­
t i s e d  on J a n u a r y  1, 1 8 6 0 .^
M e a n w h i le ,  t h e  new s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  u r g e d  h i s  f a c u l t y  
t o  come t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  He w a r n e d  
D a v id  t o  b r i n g  w i t h  h im  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  m ig h t  n e e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  
f u r n i t u r e  f o r  h i s  room .  As f o r  b o o k s ,  t h e y  h a d  t o  be  o r d e r e d  
f ro m  New Y o r k .  Even  New O r l e a n s  was n o t  w e l l  s u p p l i e d , ^
I n  s p i t e  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  S h e r m a n ' s  a d v i c e ,  D a v id  
d i d  n o t  r e a c h  t h e  S e m in a r y  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1,  1S60,  t h e  day
®W. T .  Sherm an t o  h i s  w i f e ,  November 1 2 ,  December 
12,  1859 ,  i b i d . ,  1 6 6 -6 7 ;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 
3 8 - 4 1 .
1 0Boyd r e p l i e d  t o  S h e r m a n ' s  l e t t e r  o f  November 2 7 ,  
1859 ,  on December  7 ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  he  was i l l .  B u t  Sherm an 
a n s w e r e d  on December  15 ,  " I  t h i n k  you w i l l  be  a s  c o m f o r t a b l e  
h e r e  a n d  y o u r  h e a l t h  r e s t o r e d  a s  f a s t  a s  a n y w h e re  i n  t h e  
S t a t e . "  He a g a i n  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  n e e d  t o  o r d e r  b o o k s  a n d  n o t e d  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  e x c e p t  D a v id  w e re  a l r e a d y  a t  t h e  
S e m in a r y .  W i l l i a m  T.  Sherm an  t o  D a v id  F.  Boyd,  November 2 7 ,  
an d  December 15 ,  1859 ,  i n  B oyd -Sh e rm an  L e t t e r s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
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b e f o r e  s c h o o l  o p e n e d .  He w en t  a t  o n c e  t o  S h e r m a n ' s  o f f i c e  
and  r e p o r t e d  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r .  At  t h i s  m e e t i n g  a  s p e c i a l  r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p  was b o r n  b e tw e e n  t h e  two men t h a t  n e i t h e r  t i m e  nor 
c i r c u m s t a n c e  m anaged  t o  e r o d e .  S h e r m a n ' s  s o n ,  P h i l e m o n  T .  
She rm an ,  n o t e d  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  " D a v id  Boyd . . . was h i s  /V. 
T.  S h e r m a n ' s /  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d ;  t h e i r  i n t i m a c y - - i n  s p i t e  o f  the  
w i d e s t  d i v e r g e n c e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s - - c o n t i n u e d  un im p a i re d  
by war  a n d  s e p a r a t i o n  u p  t o  my f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h . S h e r m a n ' s  
own e s t i m a t e  o f  D av id  was c e r t a i n l y  f a v o r a b l e .  A f t e r  t h e i r  
f i r s t  m e e t i n g  he  w r o t e  h i s  w i f e  t h a t  " P r o f e s s o r  Boyd i s  a  
yo u n g  man . . .  a  v e r y  c l e v e r  g e n t l e m a n , "  a n d ,  i n  a n o t h e r  
l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  a  few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e  d e s c r i b e d  D av id  a s  "my
f a v o r i t e  among t h e  o f f i c e r s  ( P r o f e s s o r s )  o f  t h e  academy a t  
12A l e x a n d r i a . "  The f e e l i n g  was more  t h a n  m u t u a l .  F o r  David, 
S h e r m a n ' s  d e p a r t u r e  f ro m  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  1861  was l i k e  
" p a r t i n g  w i t h  a  f a t h e r  a n d  a d e a r ,  l o v i n g  f r i e n d  b o t h  i n  one
11R e s p o n s e  t o  a t o a s t  d e l i v e r e d  by T o a s t m a s t e r  
R u f f i n  G. P l e a s a n t  a t  a  m e e t i n g  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  A lumni  i n  B a to n  R ouge ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  J a n u a r y ,  1910.  The 
o c c a s i o n  was t h e  s e m i - c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r ­
s i t y ;  P h i l e m o n  S h e r m a n ' s  r e m a r k s  a p p e a r  i n  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  A lu m n u s , V ( 1 9 0 9 - 1 9 1 0 ) ,  8 8 - 9 0 .
12Sherm an t o  h i s  w i f e ,  q u o t e d  i n  W a l t e r  L. F l e m i n g ,  
" G e n e r a l  W. T.  Sherm an a s  a C o l l e g e  P r e s i d e n t , "  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  B u l l e t i n , I I I  ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  7 .
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p e r s o n .  I  n e v e r  l o s t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  f o r  him a  j o t  o r  
t i t t l e . " 13
D a v i d  so o n  l e a r n e d  t h a t  Sherm an h a d  n o t  e x a g g e r a t e d  
when h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  i s o l a t i o n .  F u r n i t u r e  f o r  
h i s  room h a d  t o  be  s h i p p e d  f rom  New O r l e a n s  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  
t e x t b o o k s  t o  s u p p l y  h i s  L a t i n  c l a s s e s  w e r e  s i m p l y  u n a v a i l ­
a b l e .  U n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  be o b t a i n e d  f rom  New York  he  h a d  t o  
c o n d u c t  h i s  c l a s s e s  o r a l l y . ^
F o r  D a v id  t h i s  p r e s e n t e d  no  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b l e m .  He 
was e x t i ’e m e ly  a r t i c u l a t e  and  e x c e l l e d  a t  f o r m a l  c o m p o s i t i o n .  
T h e r e f o r e  h e  c h o s e  t o  b e g i n  h i s  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  w i t h  
a  f o r m a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  w e lco m e .  A f t e r  a  b r i e f  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  
how he  came t o  be  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  h e  e x p o u n d e d  a t  l e n g t h  on ftie 
v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  l i b e r a l  c u r r i c u l u m .  I t s  m i l i t a r y  
f e a t u r e  w o u ld  b u i l d  g e n t l e m a n l i n e s s ,  m o r a l i t y ,  a n d  s t r o n g  
b o d i e s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  i t s  c o u r s e s  i n  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e ,
- ^ D a v i d  F ,  Boyd ,  " G e n e r a l  \V. T ,  She rm an  a s  a  C o l l e g e  
P r e s i d e n t , "  i b i d . , I  ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  7 .  B o y d ' s  r e m a r k s  a p p e a r e d  i n  
p r i n t  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  i n  1899 .  But  t h e y  wex’e 
p r o b a b l y  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  form  o f  l e c t u r e s  t o  v a r i o u s  
v e t e r a n ' s  g r o u p s  i n  K e n tu ck y  a n d  Ohio d u r i n g  1 8 9 5 - 9 6 .  P e r ­
h a p s  t h e  b e s t  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  warm f r i e n d s h i p  w h ic h  e x i s t e d  
b e tw e e n  t h e  two men i s  t o  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e i r  e x t e n s i v e  c o r ­
r e s p o n d e n c e  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i ­
s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
■ ^Bil l^  o f  S a l e  f o r  f u r n i t u r e  t o t a l i n g  $ 1 7 6 .0 1  f r o m  C. 
F l i n t  a n d  / ? /  J o n e s ,  4 4 - 4 6  R o y a l  S t r e e t ,  New O r l e a n s ,  L o u i ­
s i a n a ,  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  1860,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) 
P a p e r s ,  Box 7 ;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 4 8 .
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L a t i n ,  a n d  G re e k  w o u l d  b r o a d e n  t h e  c a d e t ' s  h o r i z o n s ,  g i v i n g  
h im some r e s p i t e  f r o m  more p r e c i s e  s t u d i e s  l i k e  m a t h e m a t i c s :  
"To h a v e  a  s o l e l y  m i l i t a r y  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  s c h o o l  i s  t o  c ra m p  
t h e  i n t e l l e c t .
A u d ie n c e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  a d d r e s s  was n o t  r e c o r d e d ,  
b u t  D a v i d ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  s k i l l s  s o o n  won some r e k n o w n .  S t u ­
d e n t s  who h a d  t o  d e l i v e r  s p e e c h e s  b e g a n  s e e k i n g  h im  o u t  a s  a  
g h o s t  w r i t e r .  He e v e n  t a i l o r e d  h i s  m a t e r i a l  t o  s u i t  t h e  o c ­
c a s i o n .  One s p e e c h ,  p r e p a r e d  f o r  d e l i v e r y  a t  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  
f i r s t  P u b l i c  Day, J u l y  4 ,  1 8 6 0 ,  u r g e d  harm ony  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  
t h e  U n i o n .  " L e t  u s  t h e n  m ee t  t o d a y  a s  A m e r i c a n s ,  a s  members 
o f  one  g r e a t  f a m i l y .  . . . T h i s  day  l e t  u s  c e a s e  o u r
d /  f r o m  Maine t o  C a l i f o r n i a  r e s o l v e  t h a t  
h e n c e f o r t h ,  t h e r e  s h a l l  be  no  N o r t h - - n o  S o u t h  . . . " 1 6  o n l y  
two m o n th s  l a t e r  a n o t h e r  c a d e t  a s k e d  D a v id  t o  w r i t e  a s p e e c h  
f o r  d e l i v e r y  a t  a  B r e c k e n r i d g e  b a r b e c u e . .  The  famed 
f i r e - e a t e r ,  W i l l i a m  Y an cey ,  w o u l d  be  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  c a d e t  was
1 5^ D av id  B o y d ' s  s p e e c h  i s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  F l e m i n g  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  
P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 0 -6 1 ,  Box 1.
l ^ i b i d . , Box 2 .  T h e s e  r e m a r k s  a p p e a r e d  i n  a  s p e e c h  
w r i t t e n  f o r  C a d e t  H. B. T a l i a f e r r o  who s e r v e d  a s  M a s t e r  o f  
C e r e m o n ie s  on P u b l i c  Day, J u l y  4 ,  1860 .  I t  i s  w o r t h  n o t i n g  
t h a t  o f  a l l  t h e  c a d e t s  who l e f t  t h e  S e m in a ry  t o  go t o  w ar  i n  
t h e  1 S 6 0 -6 1  s e s s i o n ,  T a l i a f e r r o  was t h e  o n l y  one  t o  j o i n  t h e  
U n ion  f o r c e s .  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 121 .
s t r i f e  . . . / a n
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s u r e  D a v id  c o u l d  compose a  s u i t a b l e  a d d r e s s . ^
G h o s t w r i t i n g  was e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r .  I n s i d e  t h e  c l a s s ­
room D a v id  was a  s e r i o u s  a nd  d e d i c a t e d  i n s t r u c t o r .  One o f  
h i s  s t u d e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  h im  a s  "a  man o f  commanding s c h o l a r ­
s h i p  a nd  a  m o s t  t h o r o u g h - g o i n g  a n d  e n e r g e t i c  t e a c h e r ,  e x a c t ­
i n g  y e t  k i n d .  L ik e  N e l s o n  a n d  E n g l a n d ,  he  e x p e c t e d  e v e r y  man 
t o  do h i s  d u t y . " ^  T h o se  viio d i d  n o t  h a d  t h e i r  s h o r t c o m i n g s  
r e c o r d e d .  I n  a  s m a l l  r o l l  book  h e  k e p t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s e s ­
s i o n  D a v id  n o t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a d e t  o f f e n s e s ;  i m p r o p e r  
l a n g u a g e ,  l o i t e r i n g ,  p l a y i n g  c h e s s ,  t h r o w i n g  d i c e ,  c h e w in g  
t o b a c c o  i n  c l a s s  and  s p i t t i n g  on  t h e  f l o o r .  More s e r i o u s  
m a t t e r s  h e  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  Two s t u d e n t  com­
p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  C o l o n e l  Sherm an b e c a u s e  t h e i r  
a u t h o r s  s i g n e d  them  " I  r e c e i v e d  a n d  gav e  h e l p ” r a t h e r  t h a n  " I  
n e i t h e r  g a v e  n o r  r e c e i v e d  h e l p . " T h i s  " w i l f u l  / s i c /  d i s r e ­
g a r d "  o f  o r d e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  one  c o m p o s i t i o n ' s  a t t a c k  o n  L a t i n
1^L .  D e l a h o u s s a y e  t o  D. F .  Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  17 ,  I 8 6 0 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 11 .
*1 Q
^ W. L. B r i n g h u r s t ,  a  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  
1 8 6 0 - 6 1 ,  l a t e r  became a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  T exas  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e .  H i s  " R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Old  S e m i n a r y , "  
p u b l i s h e d  f i r s t  i n  t h e  D a l l a s  M o rn in g  News, A u g u s t  3 ,  1896 ,  
w e r e  r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  A lu m n u s , V 
( 1 9 0 9 - 1 0 ) ,  1 6 .
19R o l l  b o ok ,  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 60 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )
P a p e r s ,  MS V olum es ,  Box 2 2 .
a s  a  " u s e l e s s  s t u d y "  p r o m p te d  L a t i n  P r o f e s s o r  Boyd t o  r e p o r t
20t h e  two c a d e t s .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  a  p r o f e s s o r ,  D a v id  h a d  
t o  a ssum e  v a r i o u s  f a m i l y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d u r ­
i n g  h i s  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y .  To s a v e  some o f  h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  l a n d  i n  W y t h e v i l l e ,  h e  p l e d g e d  h i m s e l f  t o  p a y  f i v e  
t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  i n  f i v e  y e a r l y  i n s t a l l m e n t s .  He a l s o  a c ­
c e p t e d  f u l l  p h y s i c a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  h i s  b l a c k -  
s h e e p  b r o t h e r ,  W i l l i a m .  E a r l y  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 86 0 ,  Thomas Boyd 
s e n t  W i l l i e  t o  L o u i s i a n a  t o  g e t  h im  away f ro m  h i s  " e v i l  com­
p a n i o n s ,  m a le  a n d  f e m a l e "  i n  V i r g i n i a .  Thomas Boyd p r o m i s e d  
t o  r e i m b u r s e  D a v id  a t  some l a t e r  d a t e .  M eanw hile  h e  h o p e d  
W i l l i e  w o u ld  be  a  "g o o d  boy & a go o d  s t u d e n t . B u t  t h e  r e ­
h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o g r a m  was a  f a i l u r e .  By A p r i l  W i l l i e  h a d  l e f t  
t h e  S e m in a r y  on  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  i l l - h e a l t h .  He t r a v e l e d  n o r t h
2 0 C o m p o s i t i o n s  by C a d e t s  H. N. P h i l l i p s  and  T. P.  
Hyams, u n d a t e d ,  i b i d . , Box 11 .
T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, J a n u a r y  12 ,  1860; 
M in e r v a  a n d  T.  J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1860 ,  i b i d . , 
Box 5 .  D a v i d ’s  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  was $ 2 , 0 0 0  o r  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $167 a m o n th .  He a l r e a d y  owed a  New O r l e a n s  
f u r n i t u r e  f i r m  h i s  e n t i r e  J a n u a r y  c h e c k .  B e c a u s e  o f  i t s  i s o ­
l a t i o n ,  c o s t s  f o r  b o a r d ,  l a u n d r y  and  o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l s  w e r e  
v e r y  h i g h  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y .  M in e rv a  Boyd w o r r i e d  t h a t  D a v id  
w o u ld  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  l e f t  by t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .  R e p o r t  
o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J a n u a r y ,  1860 ,  p .  3 ;  F u r n i t u r e  
b i l l  o f  C. F l i n t  a n d  J o n e s ,  J a n u a r y  12 ,  1860 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7;  M in e r v a  a n d  T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, 
J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1860 ,  i b i d . , Box 5 .
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w i t h  L. A. Auman, a  V i r g i n i a  f r i e n d  o f  D a v i d ' s  who h a d  b e en
v i s i t i n g  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  When W i l l i e  r e a c h e d  home a s k e p t i c a l
Thomas J .  Boyd w r o t e  D a v i s ,  "He a p p e a r s  t o  be  p e r f e c t l y  w e l l ,
a n d  I  i n c l i n e  t o  t h i n k  h e  i s  m ore  l a z y  t h a n  s i c k  a n d  c a r e s
22n o t h i n g  f o r  e d u c a t i o n . "
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  i s o l a t i o n  and  t h e  demands 
h i s  j o b  a n d  f a m i l y  made upon  h im ,  D av id  d i d  h a v e  many fo rm s  
o f  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  d i v e r s i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i f  h e  c h o s e  t o  p u r s u e  
t h e m .  H u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  and  h i k i n g ,  n o n e  o f  w h ic h  p a r t i c u l a r ­
l y  a p p e a l e d  t o  D a v id ,  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  common p a s t i m e s  o f  t h e  
c a d e t s .  V i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  w e r e  f r e q u e n t  a n d  a lw a y s  
welcome b e c a u s e  Sherm an  c o n s i d e r e d  d a n c e s  a n d  p a r t i e s  h e a l t h y  
a n d  c i v i l i z i n g  f o r  t h e  c a d e t s .  The g u e s t s ,  composed  p r i n ­
c i p a l l y  o f  p l a n t e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  f r o m  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
a r e a ,  r e s p o n d e d  by  i n v i t i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  some o f  t h e
23o l d e r  c a d e t s  t o  t h e i r  hom es .  B e c a u s e  m o s t  o f  t h e
99 T .  J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  A p r i l  2 2 ,  1860 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5; L. A. Auman t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  13 ,  
I 8 6 0 ,  i b i d . , Box 11.
23 Many o f  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  men i n  t h e  p a r i s h  c o m b in ed  
p l a n t i n g  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  and  p o l i t i c s .  S e v e r a l ,  l i k e  G o v e r n o r  
Thomas 0 .  Moore, J .  M ad ison  W e l l s ,  G. Mason Graham, Ju d g e  
H en ry  B oyce ,  Dr .  S .  A. S m i t h ,  J u d g e  T .  C. Manning ,  G e r v a i s  
B a i l l i o ,  a n d  J u d g e  M i c h a e l  Ryan w e re  e i t h e r  p r e s e n t  o r  f u t u r e  
members o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  F l e m i n g ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 4 2 - 4 3 ,  7 9 - 8 1 ;  P r i c h a r d  ( e d . ) ,  "A 
T o u r i s t ' s  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i n  1 8 6 0 , "  5 3 - 5 4 ;  A l e x a n d r i a  
( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , J u l y  2 1 ,  1865 .
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p r o f e s s o r s  w e re  y o u n g ,  w e l l - e d u c a t e d  and  s i n g l e ,  i n v i t a t i o n s  
came f r e q u e n t l y  f r o m  w e a l t h y  p l a n t e r s  w i t h  e l i g i b l e  d a u g h t e r s .  
D r .  P o w h a ta n  C l a r k e ,  t h e  young  r e s i d e n t  s u r g e o n  a t  t h e  S e ­
m i n a r y ,  l a t e r  m a r r i e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  h e i r e s s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  
P r o f e s s o r  F r a n k  S m i th  c o u r t e d  s o  e x t e n s i v e l y  t h a t  h e  was c r i ­
t i c i z e d  f o r  n o t  r e s t r i c t i n g  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  young
24l a d i e s  o f  R a p i d e s .
B u t  D a v id  was s h y  a n d  u s u a l l y  s h u n n e d  a l l  s o c i a l  o c ­
c a s i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you ng  women w e r e  i n v o l v e d .  I n  one  o f  
h i s  f i r s t  l e t t e r s  home a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  t h e  S e m in a r y  h e  d e s c r i b e d  
A l e x a n d r i a  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e ,  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  " m i n g l e "  
w i t h  i t .  H is  m o th e r  u r g e d  h im  n o t  t o  w i t h d r a w .  " N o t h i n g  i s  
more i m p r o v i n g  t h a n  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  r e f i n e d  l a d i e s , "  s h e  
w r o t e .  " I t  w i l l  g i v e  you  a n  e a s e  & c o n f i d e n c e  o f  m anner  t h a t
Y e a r s  l a t e r  D a v id  Boyd d e s c r i b e d  many o f  t h e s e  
p r o m i n e n t  men o f  R a p i d e s  a s  " t h e  r u l i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  p o l i t ­
i c a l  power  o f  t h e  S t a t e . "  D. F .  B oyd ,  "Wm. T .  S h e rm an ,  F i r s t  
S u p t .  o f  La .  S t a t e  S e m i n a r y ,  now t h e  La .  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , "  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  A lu m n u s , V ( 1 9 0 9 - 1 0 ) ,  5 .  B u t  
P r o f e s s o r  A n th o n y  V a l i a s ,  i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  La.  S t a t e  
S e m i n a r y ,  1864 ( B a to n  R ouge ,  l £ 3 5 ) ,  6 ,  r e m a r k s :  "The new g o v ­
e r n o r ,  T h o s ,  0 .  Moore ^ 1 8 5 9 - 6 3 /  f i l l e d  a l l  t h e  v a c a n c i e s  i n  
t h e  B o a r d  w i t h  h i s  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  d e p e n d e n t s  o f  t h i s  p a r i s h ,  
a n d  t h i s  h e  d i d  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ;  a n d  by  d o i n g  
s o ,  h e  l a y  o p e n  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  u n t o w a r d  i n f l u ­
e n c e s  o f  a  v i l l a g e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  . . . "
9 4^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 80 ;  P o w h a ta n  
C l a r k e  t o  D a v id  B oyd,  J u n e  7 ,  1861 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  
War P a p e r s ,  Box 1, D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y .
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n o t h i n g  e l s e  c a n . '*  D a v id  d i d  n o t  t a k e  h e r  a d v i c e .  I t  was 
n o t  b e c a u s e  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  B e tw ee n  J a n u a r y  
a n d  J u n e  o f  1 8 60 ,  he  r e c e i v e d  many b i d s  t o  c a l l  a t  v a r i o u s  
homes t o  a t t e n d  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s .  Someone who d i d  n o t  s i g n  
h e r  name e v e n  s e n t  h im a n  e x t r a v a g a n t  v a l e n t i n e . 2 ® T h a t  Da­
v i d  a c c e p t e d  a n y  o f  t h e s e  i n v i t a t i o n s  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y .
One o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  t o l d  M in e rv a  Boyd t h a t  D a v i d  r a n  to h i s
room w h e n e v e r  l a d i e s  v i s i t e d  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  M̂ e /  s a i d  you
27w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  no l a d i e s  man w h ic h  I  r e g r e t t e d  t o  h e a r . "  
Months l a t e r  M in e r v a  was s t i l l  w a g in g  h e r  l o n g - r a n g e  cam­
p a i g n .  "You w i l l  s e e  t h e  t im e  y e t ,  when yo u  w i l l  r e g r e t  n o t
h a v i n g  gone  more i n t o  s o c i e t y .  The n e x t  t i m e  you  a r e  i n v i t -
28
e d  go f o r  my s a k e . "  E ven  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  becam e  i n v o l v e d .  
W i l l i a m  H. F r e n c h ,  M i n e r v a ' s  b r o t h e r ,  w r o t e  h im  f rom  w e s t e r n  
V i r g i n i a  a b o u t  a  New O r l e a n s  g i r l  h e  h ad  m e t ,  M iss  Emma S .  
S m i t h .  " I  do h o p e  D a v id  you w i l l  c a l l  on h e r  . . .  I  am s u r e  
you  w i l l  be  e v e n  more d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  h e r  t h a n  I  was ;  i f  I
25 M in e r v a  a n d  T .  J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  
1860 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
26 C a r d s ,  i n v i t a t i o n s ,  e t c . ,  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  t h r o u g h  
J u n e ,  1860 ,  i b i d . , Box 1 1 .
27 M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  A u g u s t  2 9 ,  1860 ,  
i b i d . , Box 5 .
2 3 ________________________________________________________________________
M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D av id  F .  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  9 ,  ^ I 8 6 0 / ,
i b i d .
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w e r e  o f  y o u r  age  a n d  h a d  t h e  w h o l e  e a r t h  t o  s e l e c t  f r o m ,  I
29w o u ld  t a k e  h e r  f o r  my w i f e  . . . "
What M in e rv a  Boyd and  U n c le  W i l l i a m  d i d  n o t  a t  f i r s t  
a p p r e c i a t e  was t h a t  D a v i d  was s t i l l  v e r y  much i n  l o v e  w i t h  
E l l a  S p i l l e r  Brown, t h e  young  woman t o  whom h e  h a d  o n c e  b e e n  
e n g a g e d .  She r e j e c t e d  h im  b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  V i r g i n i a  i n  1857 
a n d ,  i n  D ecem ber ,  1 8 5 8 ,  m a r r i e d  A le x  Brown, a  W y t h e v i l l e  l a w ­
y e r .  B u t  Brown d i e d  a  few m on ths  l a t e r ,  a n d  D a v i d ' s  h o p e s  
30
r e v i v e d .  W i l l i a m  Auman, a W y t h e v i l l e  f r i e n d  who r a n  a  
g r o c e r y  b u s i n e s s  i n  Memphis ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  w r o t e  D av id  a b o u t  a  
b u s i n e s s  m a t t e r .  R a t h e r  c a s u a l l y  he  r e l a t e d  some W y t h e v i l l e  
g o s s i p :  t h a t  t h e  w idowed E l l a  Brown h a d  e n d e d  h e r  m o u r n in g
a n d  was a g a i n  b e i n g  c o u r t e d .  Auman a d v i s e d  D av id  t o  " l o o k  
s h a r p "  a n d  n o t  t o  be  " t o  / s i c s l o w . " ^ 1 D a v id  must  h a v e  
r e s p o n d e d  a r d e n t l y  t o  Auman 's  n e w s ,  f o r  t h e  Memphis g r o c e r  
w r o t e  i n  r e p l y  t h a t  h e  h a d  no i d e a  h i s  a l l u s i o n  t o  M rs .  Brown
29 W i l l i a m  H. F r e n c h  t o  D. F .  Boyd ,  O c to b e r  19 ,  1860 ,
i b i d .
30 L. A. Auman t o  D av id  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  14, A p r i l  8 ,  
1859,  i b i d . , Box 11 .
^ " h v i l l i a m  A u m an 's  b r o t h e r ,  L. A. Auman, v i s i t e d  D a v id  
a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  18 6 0 .  He l e f t  a  s l a v e  boy 
b e l o n g i n g  t o  W i l l i a m  w i t h  D a v id  t o  be h i r e d  o u t .  Now, i n  
D ecem ber ,  W i l l i a m  a d v i s e d  D a v id  t o  s e l l  t h e  boy i f  t h e  p r i c e  
w e re  r i g h t .  W i l l i a m  Auman t o  D a v id  Boyd,  December 1 1 ,  1 8 60 ,  
i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a b e t i c a l  F i l e ,  Box 7 .
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w o u ld  t o u c h  s u c h  a  r e s p o n s i v e  c h o r d .  I t  was l i k e  " p o u r i n g  
o i l  i n t o  a  h i d d e n  f l a m e , "  s a i d  Auman, a d d i n g  t h a t  h e  was s o r ­
r y  h e  e v e r  b r o u g h t  up  a  s u b j e c t  upon  w h i c h  D a v i d ' s  " e n t i r e  
h a p p i n e s s "  a n d  e v e n  h i s  " v e r y  e x i s t e n c e "  se em ed  t o  d e p e n d ,
" I  knew t h a t  you  h a d  l o v e d  M rs ,  B. o n c e  a n d  t h a t  you  h a d  even  
b e e n  e n g a g e d  t o  h e r ,  b u t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a b s e n c e  a n d  t i m e  h a d
O O
l o n g  a g o  e f f a c e d  t h a t  l o v e  . , . "  Auman a d v i s e d  D a v i d  n o t  
t o  v i s i t  Mrs. Brown u n l e s s  s h e  e n c o u r a g e d  h im  i n  som e way.
But  Jam es  G l e a v e s ,  a n o t h e r  W y t h e v i l l e  f r i e n d ,  t h o u g h t  D av id  
s h o u l d  t r y  a g a i n .  " I f  s h e  e v e r  l o v e d  y o u ,  s h e  w i l l  a g a i n .
. . . M rs .  B^/rown/ i s  a  w idow ,  s h e  w e l l  knows t h a t  h e r  
c h a n c e s  f o r  m a r r y i n g  a r e  n o t  s o  good  now a s  t h e y  w e r e  b e f o r e  
s h e  m a r r i e d  B . . . You know v e r y  w e l l  how a  l a d y  i n  h e r  s i t u ­
a t i o n  f e e l s ,  & i f  you w an t  t o  m a r r y  h e r  now i s  t h e  t i m e  f o r
you t o  s t r i k e . "  G l e a v e s  u r g e d  D a v id  t o  come t o  W y t h e v i l l e  a t
33on ce  b e f o r e  M rs .  Brown f o u n d  som eone  e l s e .
M e an w h i le ,  D av id  d i d  n o t  w r i t e  h i s  f a m i l y  a t  a l l .  His  
m o th e r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  he  m ig h t  b e  i l l .  H i s  l a s t  l e t t e r  s o u n d e d  
s o  " h o p e l e s s  & s a d "  t h a t  s h e  was s u r e  s o m e t h i n g  m u s t  b e  
w r o n g .  M in e rv a  Boyd u r g e d  D a v i d  t o  c o n f i d e  i n  h e r .  A n y t h i n g  
19W i l l i a m  Auman t o  D a v i d  Boyd, December  3 0 ,  1 8 6 0 ,  i b i d .
33 J a s .  T .  G l e a v e s  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  1861 ,  
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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h e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  k e e p  " p r i v a t e "  he  m i g h t  s e n d  t h r o u g h  a t h i r d  
p e r s o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  f a m i l y .  O b v i o u s l y  M i n e r ­
v a  g u e s s e d  w h a t  was t r o u b l i n g  h e r  s o n .  A f r i e n d  o f  D a v i d ' s  
i n  W y t h e v i l l e  t o l d  h e r  t h a t  D a v id  h a d  n e v e r  l o v e d  a n y o n e  
b u t  Mrs.  Brown. The f r i e n d  a l s o  t h o u g h t  D a v i d  was c o r r e s ­
p o n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  young  widow. I f  s o ,  M in e r v a  was s o r r y  b e ­
c a u s e  s h e  t h o u g h t  i t  a  h o p e l e s s  c a s e :  "She i s  now r i c h  a nd
a m b i t i o u s ,  I  h e a r - - &  o f  c o u r s e  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  m a r r y  f o r  weal th ,
f a m i l y  a n d  p o s i t i o n .  . . .  I  s h o u l d  be  t r u l y  s o r r y  i f  you
34s h o u l d  be  a g a i n  d i s a p p o i n t e d . "
D a v id  d i d  b e g i n  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p r i v a t e l y  w i t h  h i s  
m o t h e r .  He a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  h e  s t i l l  l o v e d  E l l a  Brown a n d  
a s k e d  M in e r v a  f o r  a d v i c e .  She a n s w e r e d  t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  
know E l l a ' s  f e e l i n g s .  B u t  s h e  v e r y  much f e a r e d  h e  w o u ld  be  
h u r t  a g a i n .  " I f  s h e  w r i t e s  you ' n o , 1 d e a r  c h i l d ,  do f o r g e t  
h e r .  Go i n t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  o t h e r  l a d i e s ;  I  a s s u r e  you  t h e r e  
a r e  many q u i t e  a s  p r e t t y  & g o o d - - I  am a f r a i d  i f  s h e  w e re  
y o u r  w i f e ,  I  n e v e r  c o u l d  l o v e  h e r  f o r  a l l  t h e  p a i n  s h e  h a s  
g i v e n  y o u .  What do  you  w a n t  t o  m a r r y  a widdow ^ i i c /  f o r ?  
Remember D a v id  s h e  r e j e c t e d  you f o r  a n o t h e r  & c a l l  u p  some 
F r e n c h  p r i d e .  The Boyds h a v e  c o u r a g e  b u t  n o t  p r i d e . 1,35
34 .Mxnerva F .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  March 3 1 ,  1861 ,
i b i d .
35 M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  May 1 ,  1861 ,  i b i d .
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Ten m o n th s  l a t e r  D a v id  was s t i l l  h o p e l e s s l y  i n  l o v e  
w i t h  Mrs .  Brown.  By t h a t  t i m e  he  was w i t h  t h e  army i n  n o r t h ­
e r n  V i r g i n i a  a n d  managed t o  s e e  h e r  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  in Richmond 
b e f o r e  s h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Wythe c o u n t y .  He w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  
C h a r l e s ,  t h e n  i n  W y t h e v i l l e ,  i n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  E l l a  Brown. 
C h a r l e s ,  o b v i o u s l y ,  d i d  n o t  s h a r e  D a v i d ' s  r e g a r d  f o r  h e r :  
" D o n ' t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d  me a s  t r y i n g  t o  p r e j u d i c e  y o u  a g a i n s t  
t h e  l a d y  o f  y o u r  c h o i c e ,  b u t  I  do s a y  t h a t  a  more s c h e m i n g ,  
a m b i t i o u s  woman n e v e r  l i v e d  t h a n  Mrs.  Brown. I  s a y  t h i s ,  
c o n v i n c e d  o f  i t s  t r u t h ,  f rom  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  . . . 
H a v in g  a s  much s e l f - e s t e e m  a s  I  h a v e  t h o u g h t  you h a d ,  X h a v e  
w o n d e r e d  t h a t  you  c o u l d  p e r s i s t  i n  y o u r  l o v e  f o r  one  who X 
know c a r e s  n o t  f o r  a n y  man u n l e s s  h e  b e  a  man o f  w e a l t h  and  
fame . . , " 36
D a v id  f i n a l l y  g a v e  u p .  W h e th e r  he  was c o n v i n c e d  by
f a m i l y  a p p e a l s  t o  h i s  p r i d e  o r  o u t r i g h t  r e j e c t i o n  by Mrs .
Brown i s  n o t  c l e a r .  I n  any  c a s e  he  was s t i l l  m e l a n c h o l y  i n
March o f  1 8 6 3 .  A L o u i s i a n a  f r i e n d  t r i e d  t o  c h e e r  h im  up :
I  h a d  h o p e d  t h e  w ar  w o u ld  g e t  t h a t  c r a n k  o u t  o f  y o u r  
b r a i n ,  & t h a t  you w o u ld  f i n d  o u t  you  a r e  n o t  t h e  m o s t
3 6 C. R. Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  March 7 ,  1 862 ,  i b i d .
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m i s e r a b l e  man i n  t h e  w o r l d .  No. No. No, When t h e  
w ar  i s  o v e r  you w i l l  r e s u m e  y o u r  C h a i r  / a t  t h e  S e m in ­
a r / 7 .  . . . You w i l l  & s h a l l  g e t  a  w i f e ,  you  w i l l  h a v e  
h o u s e  & t h e n  s u c h  c a r t  l o a d s  o f  rt r u c k 1 w i l l  go  o v e r  
t h e  f e r r y  f ro m  M rs .  C. / C l a r k e /  t o  M rs .  B. ^ B oyd /  w i t h  
l o t s  o f  s t e w e d  c an d y  f ro m  t h e  l i t t l e  C ' s  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  
B ' s . I w i s h  p a p e r  was n o t  s o  s c a r c e .  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  
g i v e  you  a n o t h e r  1 /2  s h e e t  on t h i s  t h e m e . 3 *̂
I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  i n t r o v e r t e d  n a t u r e ,  h i s  c o n s c i e n t i ­
ous  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h i s  d u t i e s ,  a n d  h i s  many p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  
D a v id  was n o t  b l i n d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c r i s e s  w h ic h  d e v e l o p e d  
b e tw e e n  1859 a n d  1 861 .  I n  1859 two e v e n t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
s e r v e d  t o  a l a r m  and  o u t r a g e  t h e  S o u t h .  J o h n  Brown r a i d e d  t h e  
a r s e n a l  a t  H a r p e r ' s  F e r r y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  R e p u b l i c a n  
c o n g r e s s m e n  e n d o r s e d  a  Compendium o f  H i n t o n  Rowan H e l p e r ' s  
b o o k ,  The Im p en d in g  C r i s i s  o f  t h e  S o u t h . D a v i d ' s  a u n t  i n  
V i r g i n i a  p r o b a b l y  s p o k e  f o r  many when s h e  w r o t e  h im  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  Brown r a i d ,  " I  h o p e  G o v e r n o r  Wise  / o f  V i r g i n i a /  w o n 11 
p a r d o n  one  o f  th e m .  We a r e  now t o  s l e e p  w i t h  o u r  e y e s  o p e n . 
You may d e p e n d  we c a n ' t  t r u s t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  N o r t h . " 38 
The e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  H e l p e r ' s  b o o k  a l s o  s t i r r e d  S o u t h e r n  r e ­
s e n t m e n t .  I t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  l i t t l e  i s o l a t e d  com m uni ty  a t  t h e  
S e m in a r y  b e c a u s e  one  o f  t h e  s i g n e r s  was C o n g re s sm a n  Jo h n
^ P o w h a t a n  C l a r k e  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  March 2 2 ,  1 8 63 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 2 .
OQ
C. F .  McComas t o  D a v id  F.  B oyd ,  November 2 0 ,  1859 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5 ,
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Sherm an o f  O h io ,  t h e  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
W i l l i a m  S h e rm an .  Sherm an  w r o t e  h i s  w i f e  t h a t  " B r o .  J o h n ' s  
s i g n i n g  o f  H e lp e x - ' s  p a p e r "  m i g h t  h u r t  h im  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  The 
B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  w o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  t h e  
B o a r d  d e p e n d e d  upon  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  f u n d s . 00 W i l l i a m  
Sherm an n e e d  n o t  h a v e  w o r r i e d .  A l t h o u g h  many l e g i s l a t o r s  
d i s t r u s t e d  h i s  " B l a c k  R e p u b l i c a n "  b r o t h e r  J o h n ,  t h e  s u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t ' s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a n d  c a r e f u l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  h i s  own 
v i e w s  on  s l a v e r y  a n d  a b o l i t i o n  f i n a l l y  r e a s s u r e d  t h e m .  When 
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  I 8 6 0  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  l e a v i n g  t h e  S e m in a r y  f o r  
a  more l u c r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  i n  London,  a  h o s t  o f  p r o m i n e n t  
L o u i s i a n i a n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  B r a x t o n  B r a g g ,  a n d  P .  G. 
T .  B e a u r e g a r d  u r g e d  h im  t o  r e m a i n .
B u t  t h e  c r i s i s  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  u l t i m a t e l y  
f o r c e d  Sherm an  t o  d e p a r t .  I n  t h e  l a t e  s p r i n g  o f  1860 t h e  
D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  f i n a l l y  came a p a r t  i n  s e c t i o n s .  The S o u t h ­
e r n  w in g  c h o s e  J o h n  B r e c k e n r i d g e  o f  K e n tu c k y  t o  rep x ’e s e n t  
tlieix* i n t e r e s t s .  N o r t h e r n e r s  r a l l i e d  b e h i n d  S t e p h e n  A. Doug­
l a s  a n d  t h o s e  who c o u l d  n o t  f o l l o w  e i t h e r  fo rm e d  b e h i n d  J o h n
39
W i l l i a m  Sherm an  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  December  12 ,  December  
16 ,  1859 ,  i n  Howe ( e d . ) ,  Home L e t t e r s  o f  G e n e r a l  S h e r m a n , 168 ,  
170 .  J o h n  S h e r m a n ' s  e n d o r s e m e n t  h u r t  h im  t o o .  B e c a u s e  o f  i t ,  
h e  l o s t  h i s  b i d  f o r  t h e  House S p e a k e r s h i p  i n  D ecem ber ,  1859 .
^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 5 7 - 6 2 .
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B e l l  a n d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Union p a r t y .  Composed o f  o l d  
Whigs a n d  A m e r ic a n  P a r t y  men as  w e l l  a s  D e m o c r a t s ,  t h e  Con­
s t i t u t i o n a l  U n i o n i s t s  h o p e d ,  somehow, t o  h o l d  t h e  s t a t e s  
t o g e t h e r .  M e an w h i le ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  f o u n d  t h e i r  l e a d e r  i n  
Abraham L i n c o l n  who,  c o m p a r e d  t o  W i l l i a m  Sew ard  w i t h  h i s  
" i r r e p r e s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t "  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p r o b l e m s ,  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  more c o n c i l i a t o r y  w in g  o f  t h e  p a r t y .
Sherm an a n d  D av id  c o r r e s p o n d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  summer a n d  
f a l l  o f  1360,  a n d  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  r e f l e c t  i n  m ic r o c o s m  t h e  
a n g u i s h  u n d e r g o n e  by t h i n k i n g  A m e r i c a n s  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  t h a t  
f a t e f u l  p e r i o d .  Sherman l e f t  D av id  i n  c o m p l e t e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  
S e m i n a r y  when s c h o o l  c l o s e d  on J u l y  3 1 .  The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
p l a n n e d  t o  v i s i t  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  Ohio a n d  t h e n  t o  g o  t o  Wash­
i n g t o n ,  D. C . ,  a n d  New Y o r k  C i t y  on S e m in a r y  b u s i n e s s .  He 
h o p e d  D a v id  w o u l d  n o t  be t o o  unhappy  a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  and  
p r o m i s e d  t o  rem em ber  h i s  " s a c r i f i c e "  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  t h e  o t h e r s  
t o  g o  away on v a c a t i o n . 41  A f t e r  he  r e a c h e d  home,  Sherman 
s e n t  t h e  l o n e l y  D a v id  a b r i e f  re sum e  o f  cam p a ig n  a c t i v i t y  i n  
t h e  B u ck ey e  s t a t e .  L i n c o l n  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  c a r r y  Ohio  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i v i d e d  o p p o s i t i o n .  B r o t h e r  Jo hn  S h e rm an  was
41W i l l i a m  Sherman t o  David  B o yd ,  A u g u s t  5 ,  1860, i n  
B oyd-Sherm an  L e t t e r s .
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p o l i t i c k i n g  i n  n o r t h e r n  O h io ,  w h e re  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n t i m e n t  
was m o s t  v i o l e n t ;  e v e n  " m o d e r a t e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s "  w e re  d u b bed  
" D o u g h f a c e s "  t h e r e .  T h e r e f o r e  J o h n ' s  u t t e r a n c e s  w e re  r a d i ­
c a l .  Sh e rm an  e x p e c t e d  t o  s e e  B r o t h e r  J o h n  b u t  h a d  no hope  o f  
i n f l u e n c i n g  h im .  He e n d e d  on a n o t e  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n .  " P o l i ­
t i c a l  m a j o r i t y  h a s  p a s s e d  t o  t h e  N o r t h  and  t h e y  a r e  d e t e r -
42m in ed  t o  h a v e  i t .  L e t  u s  h o p e  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  a b u s e  i t . "
From W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C . ,  i n  m i d - A u g u s t ,  Sherman r e ­
p o r t e d  t o  D a v i d  t h a t  no  o n e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  r e a l l y  e x p e c t e d  
s e c e s s i o n  i f  L i n c o l n  w e r e  e l e c t e d .  He saw some c h a n c e  t h a t  
B e l l  o r  e v e n  D o u g la s  m i g h t  w in  i f  f u s i o n  e f f o r t s  by t h e i r  
p a r t i s a n s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  New Y o rk ,  T h a t  w o u ld  g i v e  t h e  n a t i o n
f o u r  y e a r s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  a l l o w  t im e  f o r  " u g l y  f e e l i n g "  t o  s u b -  
43s i d e .  B a ck  i n  Ohio by m i d - S e p t e m b e r ,  She rm an  was c o n ­
v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  w o u ld  w i n .  He p e r s o n a l l y  p r e ­
f e r r e d  B e l l  b u t  e v e n  i f  L i n c o l n  s u c c e e d e d  he  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  v i ­
o l e n c e .  As f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r  J o h n ,  S h e rm an  d e s p a i r e d  o f  " m o d i ­
f y i n g "  h i s  v i e w s .  When h e  u r g e d  h im  t o  p u b l i c l y  c h a l l e n g e  
W i l l i a m  S e w a r d ' s  " i r r e p r e s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t "  i d e a s ,  he  w o u ld  n o t  
do s o  d i r e c t l y .  J o h n  S h e rm an  l a u g h e d  a t  W i l l i a m ' s  w a r n in g
i b i d .
i b i d .
42 W i l l i a m  Sherm an  t o  D a v id  B oyd,  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  1860,
43 W i l l i a m  Sherm an  t o  D av id  B oyd,  A u g u s t  19 ,  1860,
t h a t  " e x t r e m i s t s "  w o u ld  t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y .
"He s a y s  R e p u b l i c a n s  a r e  o n l y  O ld  W h ig s ,  r e v i v e d  s o l e l y  by
44t h e  u n w ise  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Mo. C o m p r o m is e . "
From h i s  l o n e l y  p o s t  a t  t h e  S e m i n a r y  David  t r i e d  t o  
d e s c r i b e  S o u t h e r n  p o l i t i c a l  s e n t i m e n t .  He t h o u g h t  B e l l  w ou ld  
c a r r y  e v e r y  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e  b u t  S o u th  C a r o l i n a .  Even D o u g la s  
was r u n n i n g  w e l l ,  David  d e c r i e d  t h e  b r e a k u p  o f  t h e  Demo­
c r a t i c  p a r t y  a t  C h a r l e s t o n  i n  A p r i l  a n d  a t  B a l t i m o r e  i n  J u n e .  
He was s o r r y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  h ad  
e v e r  been  i n t r o d u c e d .  B u t  s i n c e  i t  was " t h r u s t  up o n  u s , "  and 
s i n c e  he  t h o u g h t  B r e c k e n r i d g e ' s  p o s i t i o n  was r i g h t ,  h e  i n ­
t e n d e d  t o  v o t e  f o r  h im. F a i l u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  B r e c k e n r i d g e ,  he 
a r g u e d ,  waiLd c o n s t i t u t e  a  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  S o u t h ’s r i g h t  t o  
e q u a l  e n jo y m e n t  o f  a l l  p r o p e r t y  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  t h e  U n i o n .
D a v i d  d i d  f e a r  w h a t  m ig h t  h a p p e n  i f  L i n c o l n  won t h e  e l e c t i o n .  
He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  a n y  s t a t e  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  s e c e d e ,  b u t  d i s ­
u n i o n  m ig h t  h e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  i n  o t h e r  w a y s ;
I n  many p l a c e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  w h o e v e r  a c c e p t s  o r  h o l d s  
o f f i c e  u n d e r  L i n c o l n  w i l l  be  l y n c h e d .  He ( L i n c o l n )  
w i l l  o f  c o u r s e  a t t e m p t  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w s ;  t h a t  a t ­
t e m p t  w i l l  b e  r e s i s t e d ;  a n d  once  t h e  s t r i f e  i s  b e g u n ,
God o n l y  knows w he re  i t  w i l l  s t o p .  W hat  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  
t h a t  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y ?  As you s a y ,  s l a v e r y  w i l l  a lw a y s
44 .W i l l i a m  Sherman t o  D a v id  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  1 6 ,  1860,
I b i d .
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go w h e re  i t  p a y s ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  S e w a rd ism ;  a n d  i t  w i l l  
n e v e r  go w h e re  i t  d o e s  n o t  pay  i n  s p i t e  o f  Y a n c e i sm  
£7s x c / l  L e t  t h e  lav/ o f  n a t u r e  s a y  you s h a l l  n o t  t a k e  
y o u r  s l a v e  h e r e  o r  t h e r e ,  b u t  l e t  n o t  a  c l a u s e  o f  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  an  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  s a y  i t .
I t  t h e n  becom es  a  t h r e a t  h u r l e d  by one  s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  
o t h e r ;  a n d  t h r e a t s  i l l  become t h e  p e o p l e  o f  a U n i o n . 45
Sherm an  t h o u g h t  D a v i d  was u n d u l y  c o n c e r n e d .  A l t h o u g h  
t h e  o l d e r  man p r e f e r r e d  B e l l ,  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  L i n c o l n  t o  be  a
man o f  " n e r v e  and  m o d e r a t i o n . "  B e s i d e s ,  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,
L i n c o l n  was c o n n e c t e d  by m a r r i a g e  t o  t h e  s l a v e h o l d i n g  
P r e s t o n s  o f  K e n tu c k y  a n d  V i r g i n i a .  To a p r a c t i c a l  man l i k e  
S h e rm an ,  t h e  w h o le  f i g h t  o v e r  e x p a n d i n g  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  t e r r i ­
t o r i e s  was f o o l i s h .  I t  h a d  a l r e a d y  r e a c h e d  i t s  l i m i t s ,  he 
a r g u e d .  The o n l y  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  m ig h t  b e  e x ­
t e n d e d  p r o f i t a b l y  was T e x a s  a n d  t h a t  was a l l  s l a v e  t e r r i t o r y  
by  t r e a t y :  " I f  we go t o  c i v i l  w a r  f o r  a  m ere  t h e o r y ,  we
4 6d e s e r v e  a  m o n a r c h ,  a n d  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  . . . " 
A g a i n ,  on S e p te m b e r  3 0 ,  She rm an  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  noon e  w i t h  any
s e n s e  w ou ld  go t o  t e r r i t o r i e s  l i k e  U t a h ,  A r i z o n a  o r  New
M ex ico ,  and  " t h e  d e s e r t  a i n t  w o r t h  q u a r r e l i n g  o v e r . "  A l l  t h e  
" c l a m o r "  a b o u t  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  was " t h e o r e t i c a l . "
45
D a v id  Boyd t o  Wm. S h e rm an ,  A u g u s t  3 0 ,  1860,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s ,
1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
4 ®Wm. Sherm an  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  16,  1 860 ,  i n  
B oyd-Sherm an  L e t t e r s .
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B u t ,  a s  D a v id  s a i d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i n v o l v e d  a  p r i n c i p l e ,  men 
w o u ld  f i g h t  o v e r  i t .  The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  was s i c k  o f  t h e  
p r e j u d i c e  on b o t h  s i d e s .  I n  Ohio  e v e r y o n e  t h o u g h t  p l a n t e r s  
h a d  n o t h i n g  e l s e  t o  do b u t  h a n g  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  a n d  h o l d  " l y n c h  
c o u r t s . "  M e an w h i le ,  S o u t h e r n e r s  t h o u g h t  e v e r y o n e  i n  O h io  d i d  
n o t h i n g  b u t  a i d  a n d  a b e t  r u n a w a y  s l a v e s .  She rm an  t h o u g h t  i f  
b o t h  s i d e s  w o u ld  m ind  t h e i r  own b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  w o u ld  
be  b e t t e r  o f f . ^ 7
I n  V i r g i n i a  D a v i d ' s  f a m i l y  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  p o l i t i ­
c a l  d i v i s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  An u n c l e ,  W i l l i a m  H. F r e n c h  
o f  M e rce r  C o u n t y ,  was s o l i d l y  f o r  B r e c k e n r i d g e  b u t  f e a r e d  
t h e  B e l l  p a r t y  w o u ld  c a r r y  t h a t  s t a t e .  He l a m e n t e d  t h e  
U n i o n i s t  s e n t i m e n t  w h i c h  se e m e d  t o  be s o  p r e v a l e n t .  " I t  i s  
s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  i n  my o p i n i o n  . . . h a l f  o u r  s l a v e  h o l d e r s  
J s x c /  w o u ld  g i v e  th em  u p  t o  s a v e  t h e  U n io n  . . . Your  U n c l e  
N a p o le o n  . . . d e c l a r e d  t o  me t h e  o t h e r  d a y  t h a t  he  w o u ld  be  
f o u n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  i n  c a s e  o f  s e c e s s i o n ,  a n d  
w o u ld  b a c k  L i n c o l n  i n  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  th em  b a c k  t o  s u b ­
j e c t i o n  a nd  s u b m i s s i o n — Enough o f  t h i s  f o r  t h e  v e r y  t h o u g h t
48i s  s i c k e n i n g , " he  c o n c l u d e d .
47
W i l l i a m  Sh e rm an  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 86 0 ,
i b i d .
AQ
^ ° W i l l i a m  H. F r e n c h  ( u n c l e )  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  
19 ,  1860 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .  U n c l e  W i l l i a m
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D a v i d ' s  f a t h e r ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  B oyd ,  a l s o  
s u p p o r t e d  B r e c k e n r i d g e ,  b u t  h i s  w i f e  u r g e d  D a v i d  t o  w i n  h im  
o v e r  t o  B e l l .  "1 d o n ' t  c a r e  who i s  p r e s i d e n t , "  s h e  w r o t e ,
" I  l i k e  Abe L i n c o l n  a s  w e l l  a s  a n y .  W i l l  ^ a v i d ' s  b r o t h e r /  
s a y s  h e  i s  f o r  A b e - - i t  i s  a  n i c e  t i m e  f o r  u s  f o r  t h e  N ig s  t o  
be  f r e e  W i l l  t h i n k s . " 49
By e l e c t i o n  d a y  W i l l i a m  Sh e rm an  was b a c k  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  
He d i d  n o t  v o t e  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  e l i g i b i l i t y .  R a p i d e s  P a r i s h  
w e n t  f o r  B r e c k e n r i d g e  a n d  s o  d i d  t h e  s t a t e  by a  s m a l l  m a r g i n .  
Sh e rm an  n o t e d  t h a t  s e n t i m e n t  f o r  d i s u n i o n  was g r o w i n g  i n  t h e  
p a r i s h .  He w r o t e  h i s  w i f e  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  l e a v e  L o u i s i a n a  i f  
i t  s e c e d e d .  M e a n w h i l e ,  d i s c i p l i n e  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  s u f f e r e d  im ­
m e n s e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  " u n c e r t a i n  e v e n t s . "  C a d e t s  b r o k e
c r o c k e r y ,  f i r e d  o f f  p i s t o l s  i n  m ess  h a l l ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  v i -
'SDo l a t e d  r u l e s .
S e c e s s i o n  w a s  s o o n  a  r e a l i t y .  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  w i t h ­
d rew  f r o m  t h e  u n i o n  on  D ecem ber  2 0 ,  1 8 6 0 .  By F e b r u a r y  1 ,
l i v e d  i n  M e r c e r  C o u n t y  w h i c h  s u b s e q u e n t l y  becam e  a  p a r t  o f  
W es t  V i r g i n i a .
4 ^ M i n e r v a  Boyd t o  D a v i d  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  9 ,  / 1 8 6 0 / ,  i b i d . 
W i l l  Boyd p r o b a b l y  m e a n t  t h a t  e m a n c i p a t i o n  c o u l d  t a k e  l i t t l e  
away f r o m  a n  a l r e a d y  r u i n e d  e s t a t e .
^ ^ W i l l i a m  S h e rm an  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  November  1 0 ,  2 3 ,  2 9 ,  
I 8 6 0 ,  i n  Howe ( e d . ) ,  Home L e t t e r s  o f  G e n e r a l  S h e r m a n , 1 8 0 - 1 8 5 ;  
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 9 5 .
1 86 1 ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  F l o r i d a ,  A labam a,  G e o r g i a ,  L o u i s i a n a  and  
T e x a s  h a d  f o l l o w e d  h e r  e x a m p le .  Sherm an r e s i g n e d  h i s  p o s t  
a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  e v e n  b e f o r e  L o u i s i a n a  s e c e d e d .  On J a n u a r y  
1 0 ,  1861 ,  G o v e r n o r  Thomas 0 .  Moore o r d e r e d  t h e  s e i z u r e  o f  
F e d e r a l  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  S h e rm an ,  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  t o  
r e c e i v e  some o f  i t  f o r  s a f e k e e p i n g ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u b m i t t e d  
h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  He c o u l d  n o t  c o n d o n e  s u c h  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e  
F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  c o e r c e  S o u th  
C a r o l i n a  a t  F o r t  S u m te r  " d i s g u s t e d "  him; s u c h  t e m p o r i z i n g ,
h e  w r o t e  h i s  w i f e ,  w o u ld  o n l y  e n c o u r a g e  e f f o r t s  t o  p r e v e n t
51L i n c o l n ' s  i n a u g u r a t i o n ,
Sherm an  d i d  n o t  e x a g g e r a t e .  A f r i e n d  o f  D a v i d  B o y d ' s  
i n  V i r g i n i a  i n f o r m e d  h im  t h a t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  d i e  inaugura l  
was i n d e e d  b e i n g  p l a n n e d ;  " I t  w i l l  b e  d o n e ,  m ark  w h a t  I t e l l  
y o u .  The i d e a  i s  b e c o m in g  p o p u l a r  e v e n  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  
V/. Va. / i v e s t e r n .  V i r g i n i a / .  Vol— c o m p a n ie s  and  m inu tem en  a r e  
b e i n g  r a i s e d  e v e r y  w e e k .  A l l  h o p e  f o r  c o m p ro m ise  i s  b a n ­
i s h e d  . . . And s i r  when Va. s p e a k s  h e r  v o i c e  w i l l  be  h e a r d
52a n d  i t  s h a l l  be  o b e y e d . The f r i e n d  d i s d a i n e d  t h e  s e v e r a l
C  *1
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 9 8 - 1 0 0 ;
W i l l i a m  Sherm an t o  h i s  w i f e ,  J a n u a r y  5 ,  8 , 13,  1 8 6 1 ,  i n  
Howe ( e d . ) ,  Home L e t t e r s  o f  G e n e r a l  S h e r m a n , 1 8 9 - 9 1 .
5 2 jam es  t . G l e a v e s  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  11 ,  1861, 
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
com prom ise  p r o p o s a l s  t h e n  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d .  Only C r i t t e n d o n ' s  
p l a n  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  M i s s o u r i  Compromise  l i n e  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  
h ad  any  m e r i t .  As f o r  f o r m i n g  s e v e r a l  c o n f e d e r a c i e s  a s  some 
p r o p o s e d ,  t h e  i d e a  was i m p r a c t i c a l .  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d  h o p e d  
t h a t  God w o u ld  a v e r t  t h e  a w f u l  d a n g e r s  c o n f r o n t i n g  th e m .  But 
he  was p r o u d  t o  h e a r  D av id  s a y  t h a t  i f  V i r g i n i a  w e r e  i n v a d e d  
he w o u ld  come t o  h e r  a i d .  "May i t  be my f o r t u n e ,  s h o u l d  t h e  
w o r s t  come, t o  h a v e  you a t  my s i d e  a s  a  com pan ion  i n  arms 
f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n s t i l l e d  i n t o  u s  by  o u r  f a ­
t h e r s . " 53
On F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1361 ,  t h e  s e v e n  s e c e d e d  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  
lo w e r  S o u t h  met a t  Montgomery,  A la b am a ,  and  fo rm ed  t h e  Con­
f e d e r a t e  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a .  A month l a t e r  Abraham L i n c o l n  
a n n o u n c e d  a t  h i s  i n a u g u r a l  t h a t  he  h a d  no  p l a n s  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  s l a v e r y  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  s t a t e s .  B u t  h e  a l s o  made i t  c l e a r  
t h a t  s e c e s s i o n  was u n l a w f u l  a n d  w o u ld  n o t  b e  t o l e r a t e d .
W i t h i n  s i x  weeks F o r t  Su m te r  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  C o n f e d e r a t e  
f o r c e s ,  w h e re u p o n  P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n  c a l l e d  f o r  7 5 , 0 0 0  t r o o p s  
t o  p u t  down t h e  " i n s u r r e c t i o n . "  The n a t i o n  was a t  w a r .  V i r ­
g i n i a  r e a c t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y .  On A p r i l  17 ,  1861,  s h e  l e f t  t h e  
U n io n ,  t a k i n g  w i t h  h e r  some o f  t h e  b e s t  t a l e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  Army. When R o b e r t  E . Lee a nd  J o s e p h  E. J o h n s t o n  "went
53Ibid.
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w i t h  t h e i r  S t a t e , "  t h e y  s e t  an  e x a m p le  f o l l o w e d  by t h o u s a n d s  
o f  l e s s e r  men. Among them  was D a v id  Boyd,  a l r e a d y  p l e d g e d  
t o  d e f e n d  V i r g i n i a  a g a i n s t  i n v a s i o n .
The b r e a k u p  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  b e g a n  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 6 1 ,
when S h e rm an ,  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  a c c e p t e d  w i t h  r e g r e t ,  l e f t
L o u i s i a n a  f o r  t h e  N o r t h .  J u s t  b e f o r e  h i s  d e p a r t u r e ,  h e  w r o t e
h i s  w i f e  w i t h  some b i t t e r n e s s  t h a t  t h o s e  who "were  m o s t
p r o - U n i o n  l a s t  J u l y  a r e  now l o u d e s t  f o r  s e c e s s i o n . "  I t  was
a l m o s t  e n o u g h  t o  make h im  a m o n a r c h i s t .  He w o n d e re d  w h e t h e r
t h e  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o f  one  man w e r e  n o t  a " s a f e r  c r i t e r i o n "  t o
u s e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  t h a n  " t h e  w i l d  o p i n i o n s  o f  
5 4i g n o r a n t  m e n . " B u t  i f  t h e  p u b l i c  u t t e r a n c e s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i ­
c i a n s  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  h im ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  c h i l l  t h e  warm th  o f  
h i s  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  f o r  h i s  L o u i s i a n a  f r i e n d s .  On h i s  way 
home S h e rm an  t o o k  t i m e  t o  a s s u r e  D a v id  t h a t  he  w ou ld  a l w a y s  
welcome h im  t o  h i s  r o o f :  " I f  p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c i a n s  b r e a k  up
our  C o u n t r y ,  l e t  u s  r e s o l v e  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  i t ,  f o r  t h e  t i e s  
’i n t e r - p a r t e s ’ o u g h t  n o t  t o  be  s e v e r e d .  G o o d b y e . " 5^ A g a i n ,  
a f t e r  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army i n  May o f  1861,
^ W i l l i a m  Sherm an  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 8 61 ,  i n  
Howe ( e d . ) ,  Home L e t t e r s  o f  G e n e r a l  S h e r m a n , 193 .
Wm. Sherm an  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1861,  i n  
T y p e s c r i p t  o f  S he rm an -B o yd  L e t t e r s  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  p r o f e s s o r  
T.  H a r r y  W i l l i a m s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
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Sherm an  w r o t e  D a v id  Boyd t h a t  t h e y  w e re  now e n e m ie s  b u t  he  
c o u l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i t .  "No m a t t e r  w h a t  h a p p e n s , "  he  p r o m i s e d ,
" I  w i l l  e v e r  c o n s i d e r  y ou  my p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d ,  a n d  you  s h a l l
56e v e r  be  welcome t o  my r o o f . "
O t h e r  members o f  t h e  a c a d e m ic  s t a f f  a t  t h e  S e m in a ry  
s o o n  f o l l o w e d  S h e r m a n ’s  e x a m p l e .  F r a n c i s  S m i th  a n d  P ow ha tan  
C l a r k e  r e s i g n e d  on May 14 ,  1861 ,  and  l e f t  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r  
V i r g i n i a .  D a v i d  r e s i g n e d  t h e  same d a y ,  b u t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s  p r e v a i l e d  upon  h im  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  
t h e  s c h o o l  m ig h t  f i n i s h  t h e  t e rm  ( J u l y  3 1 ) .  He t h e n  r e q u e s t ­
e d  a  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  t o  be  e f f e c t i v e  J u n e  1 .  By t h e n ,  h e  
t h o u g h t ,  t h e r e  w o u ld  be  s o  few  c a d e t s  on h a n d  t h a t  P r o f e s ­
s o r s  V a l i a s  a n d  S t .  Ange c o u l d  c a r r y  on a l o n e . ^  D a v id  f a c e d  
s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  d i l e m m a .  He w i s h e d  t o  do h i s  d u t y ,  
b u t  h e  was n o t  s u r e  w h e re  i t  l a y .  On t h e  one  h a n d  h e  
p r o m i s e d  t h e  S u p e r v i s o r s  t o  r e m a i n  u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d  a  
r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  h im .  On t h e  o t h e r ,  he  w a n t e d  t o  j o i n  a  com­
p a n y  t h e n  p r e p a r i n g  t o  l e a v e  R a p i d e s  t o  " r e p e l  t h e  i n v a s i o n
^®Wm. Sherman t o  D a v i d  Boyd, May 13 ,  1 8 61 ,  i n  
B oy d -S h e rm an  L e t t e r s .
5^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 104;  D a v id  F.  
Boyd t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) 
P a p e r s ,  Box 4; D a v id  F .  Boyd t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  u n ­
d a t e d ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L. ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v i d  F .  Boyd 
L e t t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
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o f  h i s  c o u n t r y . "5® L e t t e r s  f ro m  h i s  f a m i l y  o n l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  
t h e  p r o b l e m .  H i s  f a t h e r  d i d  n o t  w a n t  h im  t o  g i v e  u p  h i s  
p r o f e s s o r s h i p :  " B u t  c o u n t r y  f i r s t  w i t h  a l l  t r u e  h e a r t s  i n
e x i s t i n g  e m e r g e n c ie s . " ® ®  T h r e e  w eeks  l a t e r ,  Thomas Boyd t o l d  
h i s  s o n  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  be  m ore  u s e f u l  t o  L o u i s i a n a  by r e m a i n ­
i n g  a t  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  D a v i d ' s  m o th e r  a g r e e d .  B o th  W i l l i a m  
and  C h a r l e s ,  D a v i d ' s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r s ,  w e r e  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  
s e r v i c e .  So w e re  a l l  D a v i d ' s  u n c l e s  a n d  a " d o z e n  c o u s i n s . "  
They w o u ld  a l l  b e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e ;  no one  c o u l d  a c c u s e  
t h e  f a m i l y  o f  c o w a r d i c e .  As f o r  D a v i d ,  h i s  d u t y  was t o  t h e  
S e m i n a r y ,  a t  l e a s t  t i l l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t e r m .  He c o u l d  s e r v e  
h i s  c o u n t r y  b e t t e r  a s  a  p r o f e s s o r  t h a n  a s  a p r i v a t e . ® ®
W h i le  D a v i d  was t r y i n g  t o  r e s o l v e  h i s  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  
som ew hat  f r a g i l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  h i s  f a t h e r  r e ­
c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  b l o w .  M in e r v a  Boyd, a lw a y s  much c l o s e r  t o  
D a v id ,  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  w i d e n e d  t h e  b r e a c h  b e tw e e n  f a t h e r  a n d  
s o n .  When D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r s  s e em e d  s o  u n h a p p y  e a r l y  i n  1860 ,  
M in e rv a  u r g e d  h im  t o  c o n f i d e  i n  h e r  a n d  t o  s e n d  a n y t h i n g
CO
D av id  Boyd t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  R e ­
l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
®®Thos. J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd ,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  1 361 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
®®T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v i d  Boyd, May 10, 1861 ,  i n  Boyd 
( D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1; M in e r v a  F .  Boyd t o  D. F .  
Boyd, May 16, 1 8 6 1 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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' p r i v a t e "  t h r o u g h  a  t h i r d  p e r s o n .  Thomas Boyd d i s c o v e r e d  t h i s  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a l m o s t  a  y e a r  l a t e r  a n d  was t e r r i b l y  h u r t .  To 
make m a t t e r s  w o r s e ,  some o f  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r s  w e r e  h a r s h l y  
c r i t i c a l  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  On May 1,  1S61 ,  M in e r v a  r a t h e r  b e ­
l a t e d l y  s c o l d e d  D a v id  f o r  some o f  h i s  r e m a r k s .  She  c o n c e d e d  
t h a t  Thomas Boyd was n o t  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b u s i n e s s .  B u t  he 
was a h a r d  w o r k e r  a n d  h o n o r a b l e  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s .  As f o r  h i s  
m a n n e r ,  w h ic h  D a v id  t h o u g h t  s t e r n  a n d  l a c k i n g  i n  a f f e c t i o n ,  
M in e r v a  a s s u r e d  h e r  s o n  t h a t  Thomas Boyd was p r o u d  o f  h im  and  
l o v e d  h im  v e r y  much.®-*- Two w eeks  l a t e r  s h e  w r o t e  a g a i n ,  
u r g i n g  D a v id  t o  s e n d  h i s  f a t h e r  a  " k i n d  l e t t e r . "  D a v id  h a d  
r e t u r n e d  one  o f  Thomas B o y d ' s  l e t t e r s  u n r e a d  a n d  M in e r v a  
b e g g e d  h im t o  a p o l o g i z e .  He se em s  t o  h a v e  go n e  h a l f  w ay .  A 
few w eeks  l a t e r  Thomas Boyd w r o t e  h i s  s o n :
I t  seem s by y o u r  l e t t e r  t o  y o u r  m o t h e r ,  t h a t  you  w i l l  
w a i t  t o  r e c e i v e  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  me, t o  e n a b l e  you  t o  d e ­
c i d e  w h e t h e r  you w i l l  be  a  welcom e v i s i t o r  t o  y o u r  
f a t h e r  8s m o t h e r ' s  r o o f .  Now do p r a y  d i s c a r d  a l l  s u c h  
n o t i o n s  8s come a l o n g .  Be a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  f o o l i s h n e s s  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p a s s i n g  i n  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i s  no i n ­
d i c a t i o n  on my p a r t  o f  w a n t  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  a f f e c t i o n  8s 
g oo d  f e e l i n g  m  e v e r y  way f o r  y o u .  A
^ M i n e r v a  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd, May 1, 1861 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
62M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  May 16,  1 8 6 1 ,  i b i d . ; T. 
J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  May 2 4 ,  1861 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )
C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1.
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W h ile  David  was s e t t l i n g  h i s  f a m i ly  p r o b l e m s ,  many o f  
h i s  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s  l e f t  t h e  Sem inary  f o r  w a r .  D r .  
Pow hatan  C l a r k e  was a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  Army o f  
V i r g i n i a .  F r a n c i s  S m i th ,  t h e  e x - p r o f e s s o r  o f  c h e m i s t r y ,  b e ­
came a  m i l i t a r y  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  E .  Lee .  " I  h a v e  
t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  b e i n g  t h r o w n  q u i t e  i n t i m a t e l y  w i t h  a l l  t h e  
b u gs  / i m p o r t a n t  p e r s o n s / ,  D a v i s ,  G e n l  Cooper . . . , "  S m i th  
w r o t e  D a v id .  B o th  C l a r k e  and  Sm i th  a d v i s e d  D a v id  t o  go t o
V i r g i n i a  a nd  e n l i s t  t h e r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  j o i n  a  L o u i s i a n a  
63o u t f i t .  Of t h e  e x - c a d e t s ,  some w e r e  a l r e a d y  i n  V i r g i n i a .  
O t h e r s  w a i t e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  camps u n t i l  t h e i r  u n i t s  c o u l d  be  
f i l l e d .  " T h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few m i l i t a r y  men on t h e  g ro u n d  f ro m  
B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  T r a c y  down t o  t h e  p r i v a t e s , "  one  o f  t h e  
l a t t e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  D a v id .  " I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s  f a r  as  r e g a r d s  
t a c t i c s  I  am a s  w e l l  p o s t e d  a s  any o f  t h e m ."  The same y o u t h  
was a p p a l l e d  a t  t h e  p e o p l e  h e  met i n  camp. He t o l d  h i s  
e x - p r o f e s s o r  t h a t  men up  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  c a p t a i n  who h a d  n e v e r  
d r u n k  o r  p l a y e d  c a r d s  w e r e  d o in g  b o t h .  But h i s  own company and 
o f f i c e r s ,  h e  was happy t o  s a y ,  h a d  n o t  " f a l l e n  t o  t h i s  v ic e . " ® ^
®^Powhatan C l a r k e  t o  Dav id  Boyd, Ju n e  7 ,  1861; F r a n c i s  
W. S m i th  t o  D av id  Boyd, J u n e  4, 1S61, i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )
C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1.
^ S g t .  R. S . J a c k s o n  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J u n e  7 ,  1861, 
i b i d . , J a c k s o n  l a t e r  became a B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r .
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A c a d e t  w r i t i n g  f ro m  V i r g i n i a  f o u n d  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  camp 
l i f e  d i s t a s t e f u l .  S o l d i e r s ,  lie d i s c o v e r e d ,  had  t o  w a sh  
t h e i r  own c l o t h e s  a n d  c o o k  t h e i r  own f o o d .  ^
D a v i d  d i d  n o t  t a k e  C l a r k e ' s  a n d  S m i t h ' s  a d v i c e .  On 
J u n e  11 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  h e  o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  by  m a i l  t o  e x - G o v e r n o r  
H enry  W ise  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e n  f o r m i n g  a b r i g a d e  i n  t h a t  s t a t e .  
But  h e  d i d  n o t  w a i t  f o r  a  r e p l y .  I n s t e a d ,  he e n r o l l e d  a s  a  
p r i v a t e  i n  C a p t a i n  L. A. S t a f f o r d ' s  v o l u n t e e r  company,  t h e n  
t r a i n i n g  a t  Camp M oore ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  a c r o s s  Lake P o n t c h a r t r a i n  
f ro m  New O r le a n s .® ®
G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham e x p r e s s e d  g r e a t  r e g r e t  when 
he  l e a r n e d  o f  D a v i d ' s  e n l i s t m e n t .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  i t  a s  " p a t r i ­
o t i c  f o l l y , "  Mason c h a s t i z e d  D a v id  f o r  t h r o w i n g  away h i s  
l i f e .  " I n  t h e  r a n k s ,  y o u r  m in d ,  y o u r  t a l e n t ,  y o u r  c a p a c i t i e s ,  
o f  s o  much v a l u e  t o  o u r  s t a t e  i n  y o u r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  
b e  o f  no  more  a v a i l  t h a n  t h a t  of th e  l o u s i e s t  r a g a m u f f i n  t h a t  
may be  a l o n g s i d e  y o u ,  w h i l e  h i s  g r e a t e r  a b i l i t y  t o  e n d u r e
®^F. H. P e r k i n s  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J u n e  8 , 1861 ,  i b i d .
/ j  C
D a v id  Boyd t o  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  H. A. W ise ,  J u n e  
11,  1861 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham 
L e t t e r s ,  1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6 . The l e n g t h  o f  D a v i d ' s  o r i g i n a l  e n ­
l i s t m e n t  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  W a l t e r  L. F l e m i n g  s t a t e s  t h a t  D a v id  
e n l i s t e d  a s  a  p r i v a t e  p u r p o s e l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  be  
f r e e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  i f  n e e d e d .  F le m in g ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 109 ,
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f a t i g u e  a n d  e x p o s u r e ,  a n d  t o  h a n d l e  a  m u sk e t  w i l l  make h im 
r e a l l y  more v a l u a b l e  t h a n  y o u .  Once ' m u s t e r e d  i n ’ f o r  t h e  
w a r ,  a s  you  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e ,  t h e r e  i s  no pow er  t o  r e ­
l e a s e  y o u ,  e x c e p t  on a  s u r g e o n ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  d i s a b i l i -  
t y . " 67
D a v id  s p e n t  J u l y  4 ,  1861 a t  T y r o n e  P l a n t a t i o n  w i t h  
G e n e r a l  Graham. A few d a y s  l a t e r  h e  w e n t  t o  New O r l e a n s  t o  
j o i n  h i s  u n i t ,  t h e  S t a f f o r d  G u a r d s ,  a n d  by m i d - J u l y  h e  was 
on  h i s  way t o  V i r g i n i a .  The " e v e n t  o f  w a r , ” r e m a r k e d  
M i n e r v a  Boyd,  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w h a t  no ne  o f  h e r  l e t t e r s  c o u l d :  
D a v i d  was com in g  home.
®^G. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  B oyd ,  J u n e  2 6 ,  1861 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L.  ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason G r a h a m 's  L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6 .
fiRG. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  B oyd ,  J u l y  5 ,  1861 ,  
i b i d . , D r .  G. M. G. S t a f f o r d ,  G e n e r a l  L e ro y  A u g u s t u s  
S t a f f o r d ,  H i s  F o r e b e a r s  a n d  D e s c e n d e n t s  (New O r l e a n s ,  1 9 4 3 ) ,  
3 4 - 3 5 ;  M in e r v a  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd, J u n e  17, 1 8 6 1 ,  i n  Boyd 
( D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7 .
CHAPTER IV
THE WAR YEARS
D a v id  Boyd e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  S t a f f o r d  G u a r d s  i n  l a t e  
J u n e  o f  18 6 1 .  B u t  he d i d  n o t  j o i n  t h e  u n i t  a t  Camp Moore 
u n t i l  J u l y  10 b e c a u s e  h e  p r o m i s e d  t h e  S e m in a r y  B o a rd  o f  S u ­
p e r v i s o r s  t o  r e m a i n  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e r e  were  
e n o u g h  c a d e t s  p r e s e n t  t o  r e q u i r e  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  By J u l y  10 the  
S t a f f o r d  G u a r d s  h a d  become Company B o f  t h e  N i n t h  L o u i s i a n a  
I n f a n t r y  R e g im e n t ,  P r o v i s i o n a l  Army o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  S t a t e s  
o f  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  R i c h a r d  T a y l o r  o f  S t .  C h a r l e s  P a r i s h  h a d  b e e n  
named i t s  c o l o n e l  by G o v e r n o r  Thomas 0 .  Moox-e. T a y l o r ,  a  s o n  
o f  P r e s i d e n t  Z a c h a r y  T a y l o r  a n d  a  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  o f  J e f f e r s o n  
D a v i s ,  h a d  s e r v e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a ' s  s t a t e  s e n a t e  a n d  h e r  s e c e s ­
s i o n  c o n v e n t i o n  b e f o r e  a s s u m i n g  h i s  command. When n o t i f i e d  
o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  c o l o n e l  o f  t h e  N i n t h  L o u i s i a n a ,  T a y l o r  
was v i s i t i n g  h i s  f r i e n d ,  G e n e r a l  B r a x t o n  B r a g g ,  a t  P e n s a c o l a ,  
F l o r i d a .  He h u r r i e d  t o  Camp Moore ,  i n s p e c t e d  h i s  men, a n d  
a t  o n c e  d e s p a t c h e d  them t o  R ich m o n d .  A f t e r  a  q u i c k  t r i p  t o  
New O r l e a n s  t o  s e t t l e  f a m i l y  a f f a i r s  and  t o  p r o c u r e  ammuni­
t i o n ,  he  f o l l o w e d  h i s  r e g i m e n t  t o  V i r g i n i a .  Richmond was
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a l i v e  w i t h  ru m o r s  a b o u t  an  i m p e n d i n g  b a t t l e  a t  M a n a s s a s ,  s i x  
h o u r s  by  t r a i n  f ro m  t h e  c a p i t a l .  T a y l o r  w e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  
t h e  War O f f i c e  t o  a r r a n g e  r a i l  t r a n s p o r t  f o r  h i s  t r o o p s .  B u t  
a  d e l a y  i n  d e p a r t u r e  a n d  r e p e a t e d  m e c h a n i c a l  f a i l u r e s  e n -  
r o u t e  k e p t  t h e  L o u i s i a n i a n s  f r o m  r e a c h i n g  M anassas  J u n c t i o n  
u n t i l  t h e  b a t t l e  was o v e r .  The men w e n t  i n t o  camp a n d  f o r  
t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  y e a r  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  g o v e rn m e n t  a t t e m p t e d  
t o  b r i n g  some o r d e r  o u t  o f  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  
a t  M a n a s s a s . 1
D a v i d ' s  name a p p e a r e d  on t h e  f i r s t  r o l l  o f  t h e  
S t a f f o r d  G u a r d s  a s  a  p r i v a t e .  B u t  on r e a c h i n g  Camp Moore he 
l e a r n e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  named q u a r t e r m a s t e r  s e r g e a n t  f o r
t h e  N i n t h  L o u i s i a n a  by i t s  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ,  E .  G.
2
R a n d o lp h .  D a v i d  h a d  no  p a r t i c u l a r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e
■ ^ S ta f fo rd ,  G e n e r a l  LeRoy A u g u s tu s  S t a f f o r d , 3 3 - 3 6 ;  
R i c h a r d  T a y l o r ,  D e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  (L ondon ,
1 8 7 9 ) ,  6 - 1 2 ;  J o h n  D. W i n t e r s ,  The C i v i l  War i n  L o u i s i a n a  
(B a to n  R ouge ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  2 2 .  S t a f f o r d  l o c a t e s  Camp Moore i n  S t .  
Tammany P a r i s h  b u t  W i n t e r s  d e s c r i b e s  i t  a s  " n e a r  t h e  tow n  o f  
T a n g i p a h o a "  w h ic h  i n  1861 was i n  S t .  H e l e n a  P a r i s h .  S i n c e  
t h e n  a  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h ,  T a n g i p a h o a ,  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d .  
Hammond’s  C o m p le te  W orld  A t l a s  (New Y o rk ,  1 9 5 0 ) ,  185 .
2S t a f f o r d ,  G e n e r a l  LeRoy A u g u s t u s  S t a f f o r d , 34 ;
Andrew B. B o o th  ( c o m p . ) ,  R e c o r d s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  C o n f e d e r a t e  
S o l d i e r s  a n d  L o u i s i a n a  C o n f e d e r a t e  Commands (New O r l e a n s ,  
1 9 2 0 ) ,  I I ,  73 ;  O r d e r  o f  L t .  C o l .  E .  G. R a n d o lp h ,  N i n t h  
L o u i s i a n a ,  J u l y  10 ,  1861 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  
1854,  1 8 6 0 - 6 5 ,  Box 2 ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y .
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p o s t ;  n e i t h e r  d i d  he  h a v e  much t i m e  t o  l e a r n  h i s  d u t i e s .
B e tw een  J u l y  10 a n d  J u l y  2 1 ,  1 86 1 ,  h e  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  h i s  t i m e
a b o a r d  a  t r a i n  h e a d e d  f o r  V i r g i n i a .  A f t e r  F i r s t  M a n a s s a s ,
h o w e v e r ,  t h e  l u l l  i n  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  E a s t  a l l o w e d
t i m e  f o r  more  o r d e r l y  d r i l l i n g  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  D a v i d ' s
r e g i m e n t ,  t h e  N i n t h  L o u i s i a n a ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  S i x t h ,
S e v e n t h ,  a n d  E i g h t h  L o u i s i a n a ,  was o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  t h e  E i g h t h
B r i g a d e  a s  a  p a r t  o f  G e n e r a l  P .  G. T .  B e a u r e g a r d ' s  command.
R i c h a r d  T a y l o r ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  j u n i o r  s t a t u s ,  r e c e i v e d
p r o m o t i o n  t o  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  a n d  command o f  t h e  E i g h t h  
3
B r i g a d e .  D a v i d ' s  r a n k  a l s o  r o s e .  He became a  c a p t a i n  a nd  
a s s i s t a n t  c o m m is s a r y  o f  t h e  N i n t h  L o u i s i a n a  R e g im e n t  on 
S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1 8 6 1 . ^
D a v i d  o b v i o u s l y  h a d  m i s g i v i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  p o s t  o f  
a s s i s t a n t  c o m m is s a ry  e v e n  b e f o r e  h e  a c c e p t e d  h i s  c o m m is s io n .
3
T a y l o r ,  D e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 17 ,  19;  The 
War o f  t h e  R e b e l l i o n :  A C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s
o f  t h e  Union  and  C o n f e d e r a t e  A rm ies  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 8 8 0 - 1 9 0 1 ) ,  
S e r .  I ,  V o l .  V, p p .  1 0 2 9 - 3 0 ,  h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  O f f i c i a l  
R e c o r d s .
4
L. R. W a l k e r ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  W ar ,  t o  C a p t a i n  D. F .  
Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a ­
p e r s ,  Box 1 .  D a v id  was n o t  u n a w a r e  o f  h i s  i m p e n d i n g  p ro m o ­
t i o n .  He w r o t e  h i s  p a r e n t s  on A u g u s t  5 ,  1861 ,  f ro m  C e n t r e -  
v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i n f o r m i n g  them  o f  h i s  w h e r e a b o u t s  a n d  
w e l l - b e i n g .  I n  h i s  r e p l y  Thomas J .  Boyd t o l d  h im  t o  s e e k  an  
i n f l u e n t i a l  f r i e n d ’s  h e l p  " i f  you d o  n o t  g e t  t h e  p l a c e  you  
e x p e c t . "  T . J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, A u g u s t  15 ,  1861 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  g l a m o u r o u s  a b o u t  t h a t  b r a n c h  o f  
t h e  s e r v i c e  a s  c o m p a re d  t o ,  s a y ,  t h e  c a v a l r y  o r  t h e  a r t i l ­
l e r y .  Even  t h e  c o r p s  o f  e n g i n e e r s ,  i n  w h ic h  h i s  b r o t h e r  
C h a r l i e  was a  s e c o n d  l i e u t e n a n t ,  commanded more r e s p e c t .
D a v id  w r o t e  t o  C h a r l i e  a b o u t  j o i n i n g  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  and  h i s  
y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  u r g e d  h im t o  do s o :  " I  hope  you  . . . w i l l
g i v e  up  y o u r  s e r v i l e  em ploym en t  a l t h o u g h  y o u  a r e  now c a p t a i n  
o r  r a t h e r  b o s s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s . L e t t e r s  f ro m  h i s  p a r e n t s  
w e r e  e q u a l l y  d i s c o u r a g i n g  i f  som ewhat  a m b i v a l e n t .  I n  Decem­
b e r  o f  1861 Thomas Boyd a d v i s e d  D a v id  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  com­
m i s s a r y  s e r v i c e .  B u t  s i x  m o n th s  l a t e r  M in e r v a  Boyd r e f e r r e d  
t o  D a v i d ' s  p o s i t i o n  a s  " t h a t  m i s e r a b l e  p l a c e , "  a n d  Thomas 
Boyd r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  h i s  s o n  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  "a  m ore  a c c e p t a b l e  
p o s i t i o n . "  By A u g u s t ,  1862 ,  b o t h  p a r e n t s  w a n t e d  D a v id  t o  
r e s i g n  i f  h e  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  " a  more h o n o r a b l e "  p o s t .  The l a s t  
p a r e n t a l  comment on  t h e  s u b j e c t  m u s t  h a v e  d e v a s t a t e d  D a v i d .  
M in e r v a  w r o t e  t h a t  s h e  was g l a d  h e  was " i n  t h e  C o m m issa ry "  
b e c a u s e  " i t ' s  s a f e r . "  She w o u ld  r a t h e r  " g e t  h im  home s a f e "  
a  c o r p o r a l  t h a n  h a v e  h im  w in  h i g h  h o n o r s . ®  The o n l y
^ C h a r l e s  R. Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,  1861 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
6T. J .  Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd,  December  1 ,  186_1, May 2 6 ,  
1S62; M in e r v a  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  n . d .  ^May, 1 8 6 2 ? / ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1; M i n e r v a  Boyd t o  D. F .
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c o n s o l a t i o n ,  and  t h a t  was s l i g h t ,  came f ro m  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d  
a n d  e x - c o l l e a g u e ,  F r a n c i s  W. S m i t h ,  who by l a t e  1861 was 
s t a t i o n e d  a t  Hampton R o a d s ,  V i r g i n i a .  S m i th  a d v i s e d  D a v id ,  
t h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  t o  h o l d  on a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r  t o  
h i s  " B e e f  C a p t a i n c y . "  In asm u ch  a s  a  "B e ef  C a p t a i n  can
f i g h t ,  w h i l e  a  C a p t a i n  o f  men . . . ^niay j  n o t  f e e d , "  S m i th
7
saw n o t h i n g  d i s h o n o r a b l e  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  t i t l e .
A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  D av id  B o y d ’s  d e s i r e  t o  
x’e s i g n  h i s  c o m m i s s i o n .  The s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a
Boyd, A u g u s t  18, 1862 ,  O c t o b e r  13 ,  1862 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) 
P a p e r s , Box 5 .
H i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r a t h e r  u n f o r t u ­
n a t e  p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s u p p l y  s e r v i c e s .  In  
R e b e l  B r a s s . F r a n k  V a n d i v e r  n o t e s  t h a t  m os t  m i l i t a r y  h i s t o ­
r i e s  a n d  b i o g r a p h i e s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i g n o r e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  s u b ­
j e c t  o f  s u p p l y .  " T h e r e  s i m p l y  i s  no  c o m p a r i s o n ,  f ro m  t h e  
s t a n d p o i n t  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  b e tw e e n  t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  
c a m p a ig n  i n  t h e  S h e n a n d o a h  V a l l e y  a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n ­
t e r e d  by h i s  C h i e f  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  same c a m p a i g n .  
B u t  a  s t r o n g  c a s e  may be  made f o r  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  o f  J a c k s o n ' s  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  w e r e  a  k e y  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l ’s  
s u c c e s s .  . . . "  F r a n k  V a n d i v e r ,  R e b e l  B r a s s  ( B a to n  R ouge ,  
L a . , 1 9 5 6 ) ,  8 3 ,
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  low  o p i n i o n  D a v i d ' s  f a m i l y  
h a d  o f  t h e  s u p p l y  s e r v i c e s  was n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e s e r v e d .  
J o h n  W i n t e r s  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  g oo d s  o b t a i n e d  by t h e  
Q u a r t e r m a s t e r ' s  D e p a r t m e n t  was o f t e n  s h o c k i n g  a nd  t h a t  t h e  
c o n t r a c t o r s  who s u p p l i e d  i t  w e re  n o t o r i o u s l y  c o r r u p t .
"Even more d i s g r a c e f u l , "  h e  a d d s ,  "was t h e  u n p r i n c i p a l e d  
c o n d u c t  o f  some o f  t h e  c o m m is sa ry  o f f i c e r s  . . .  I t  h a s  b e e n  
e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  c o r r u p t  c o m m is s a ry  o f f i c e r s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  
n e a r l y  one  t h i r d  o f  e v e r y  r a t i o n  r e q u i s i t i o n ,  s o l d  i t ,  and  
p o c k e t e d  t h e  p r o c e e d s .  Few men who s e r v e d  a s  c o m m is s a ry  o f ­
f i c e r s  f o r  a  r e g i m e n t  r e m a i n e d  c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e  o f  t h i s  o r ­
g a n i z e d  g r a f t . "  W i n t e r s ,  C i v i l  War i n  L o u i s i a n a , 2 5 .
7F .  W. S m i th  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  December 18 ,  1861 ,  i n
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S t a t e  S e m in a r y  e n d e d  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 8 6 1 .  Y /he ther  i t  w o u ld  r e o p e n  
i n  t h e  f a l l  was l e f t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  among whom 
t h e r e  was a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n .  The p r e v a i l i n g  f a c t i o n  o f  
t h e  B o a r d  o p p o s e d  l o w e r i n g  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t h e  a g e  o f  
a d m i t t a n c e  s i m p l y  t o  a t t r a c t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  num ber  o f  p r o f e s ­
s o r s  and  c a d e t s .  T h e r e  was a l s o  s e r i o u s  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  
p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  s t a t e  was a t  w a r .  By l a t e  O c t o b e r ,  1861 ,  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  r e o p e n  t h e  s c h o o l  
w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l .  D a v i d ,  who l e f t  t h e  
S e m in a r y  f o r  t h e  army on a  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e  h a d  no 
j o b  t o  w h ic h  he  m ig h t  r e t u r n .  U n l e s s  t h e  B o a r d  c h a n g e d  i t s  
p o s i t i o n  o r  he  c o u l d  g e t  a  t r a n s f e r  t o  some o t h e r  s e r v i c e ,  
he  was doomed t o  r e m a i n  a " b e e f  c a p t a i n . " ®
D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 8 6 1 -1 8 6 2  D a v i d  t r i e d  t o  s e c u r e  
a n o t h e r  p o s t .  He w r o t e  h i s  p a r e n t s  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  o f f e r e d  
a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  e n g i n e e r s .  I t  w o u l d  mean a r a i s e  i n  r a n k  and  
a  c h a n c e  t o  s e r v e  i n  L o u i s i a n a  o r  t h e  " s o u t h w e s t , " b u i l d i n g  
a n d  r e p a i r i n g  r a i l r o a d s .  He w o u l d ,  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  w a r ,
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1.
®A. V a l i a s  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  J u l y  2 6 ,  A u g u s t  19,  
S e p t e m b e r  19 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  November 11,  I S 6 1 ,  i b i d . ; F l e m i n g ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 1 0 8 - 1 1 1 .
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be n e a r  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  t o  w h ic h  h e  p l a n n e d  t o  r e t u r n .  Thomas 
Boyd a p p r o v e d ,  b u t  h e  w o n d e re d  i f  h i s  s o n  h a d  e nough  " p r a c ­
t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e "  t o  b u i l d  r a i l r o a d s .  He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  D a v id  
go  t o  R ichm ond  an d  f i n d  a  "good a s s i s t a n t . " 9
The  p o s t  i n  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  c o r p s  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e ,  
b u t  D a v i d ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  r e s i g n  c o n t i n u e d  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  s p r i n g  
o f  1 8 6 2 . ^  E v e n t s  i n  L o u i s i a n a  w e r e  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .
The l e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  t o  r e o p e n  
t h e  S e m i n a r y .  When t h e  B oard  m et  i n  D ecem ber ,  1861,  i t  s e t  
A p r i l  1,  1 8 6 2 ,  a s  o p e n i n g  d a y .  I t  a l s o  a s k e d  D a v id  and  
F r a n c i s  S m i t h  t o  r e t u r n  a s  p r o f e s s o r s .  D a v id  w r o t e  t o  S m i t h  
f o r  a d v i c e  a s  t o  t h e  " r i g h t "  c o u r s e  t o  p u r s u e .  He was c o n ­
c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  l e a v i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e  w h i l e  t h e  
w ar  c o n t i n u e d .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  M a s o n - S l i d e l l  a f f a i r ,  
S m i th  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  was a  s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  war  b e t w e e n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  B r i t a i n .  I f  t h a t  o c c u r r e d ,  p r e s s u r e  on
9
T .  J .  Boyd t o  D av id  B oyd,  J a n u a r y  7 ,  1862 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1 .  D av id  a p p a r e n t l y  em­
p l o y e d  a " g o o d  a s s i s t a n t "  e v e n  a s  a  c o m m issa ry  o f f i c e r .  Y/hen 
h e  l e f t  t h e  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1863, h e  s i g n e d  a 
p r o m is e  t o  p a y  h i s  " c i v i l i a n  c l e r k , "  S.  B. R o b i n s o n ,  s i x  h u n ­
d r e d  d o l l a r s  f o r  " f a i t h f u l  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d , " Note  d a t e d  
May 18, 1 8 6 3 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1854, 
1 8 6 0 -6 5 ,  Box 2 .
l 0 M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D av id  B oyd ,  / M a y /  1862;  T. J .  Boyd 
t o  D av id  B oyd ,  May 2 6 ,  1862 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  C i v i l  V/ar 
P a p e r s , Box 1.
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t h e  S o u t h  w ou ld  b e  g r e a t l y  x*educed and  some men m ig h t  
" h o n o r a b l y "  l e a v e  t h e  army. B u t  S m i th  f e l t  he  c o u l d  n o t  r e ­
s i g n  u n t i l  he  was s u r e  h i s  s e r v i c e s  w e re  no l o n g e r  n e e d e d .
He a d v i s e d  David  t o  w a i t .  The S o u t h  m ig h t  h a v e  t o  make a
s t r o n g  show o f  f o r c e  t o  b r i n g  a n  e a r l y  p e a c e .  In  any  c a s e ,
11he t h o u g h t  t h e  S e m in a r y  B o a rd  w o u ld  h o l d  D a v i d ' s  j o b  o p e n .
The s c h o o l  o p e n e d  A p r i l  1 ,  1862 ,  a s  s c h e d u l e d ,  w i t h  
W i l l i a m  S e a y  as  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s ,  " p r o - t e m . 11 
S e a y ,  a  l a w y e r ,  was a  f o r m e r  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  New O r l e a n s  D e l t a , 
a  p a p e r  w h ic h  G e n e r a l  B e n ja m in  B u t l e r  s u p p r e s s e d  when t h e  
F e d e r a l s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y .  By J u n e  o f  1 862 ,  Seay  
h o p e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  p e r m a n e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  c h a i r  o f  a n ­
c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s .  When t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it te e  o f  t h e  B o a rd  
m e t ,  i t  o r d e r e d  t h a t  D av id  be  n o t i f i e d  h e  m u s t  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  
f o u r t h  s e s s i o n  (November 1, 1862)  o r  f o r f e i t  h i s  j o b .  He h a d  
u n t i l  m i d - O c t o b e r  t o  d e c i d e .  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  w h e t h e r  
R ic h m o n d ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  r e l e a s e  h im  f ro m  t h e  s e r v i c e  o r  h i s  own 
s e n s e  o f  d u t y  t o  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y  d e t e r m i n e d  h i s  c o u r s e .  B u t  
so m e t im e  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a d l i n e  he  s u b m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  
p r o f e s s o r  o f  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s  t o  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  B o a r d  o f
11F .  W. S m i t h  t o  D a v id  Boyd, December  18, 1 861 ,  i b i d . 
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 112.
81
12S u p e r v i s o r s .
M e a n w h i le ,  D a v id  was p r o m o te d  t o  B r i g a d e  Com m issary  
M ajor  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 62 .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  e n d  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  
w in  a t r a n s f e r  t o  some more " h o n o r a b l e "  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e .  
He a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War f o r  a s s i g n m e n t  i n  t h e  i n ­
f a n t r y  o r  t h e  c a v a l r y ,  b u t  h i s  i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r i o r s  w o u l d  n o t  
e n d o r s e  h i s  r e q u e s t .  I n  March o f  1863 h e  a s k e d  f o r  a  p o s t  i n  
t h e  n ew ly  o r g a n i z e d  C o rp s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  T r o o p s .  He e v e n  s e n t  
" t e s t i m o n i a l s "  f ro m  p r o m i n e n t  p e r s o n s  l i k e  J u d a h  P .  B e n ja m in  
and  J u b a l  E a r l y  b u t  a l l  t o  no a v a i l .  E a r l i e r  e f f o r t s  t o  
t r a n s f e r  t o  R i c h a r d  T a y l o r ' s  s t a f f  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a l s o  came t o  
n o t h i n g .  T a y l o r  l e f t  t h e  8 t h  B r i g a d e  and  r e t u r n e d  t o  L o u i s i ­
a n a  i n  m id - 1 8 6 2 ,  t a k i n g  w i t h  him  o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  o f  h i s  
V i r g i n i a  s t a f f .  When D a v id  u r g e d  one o f  th em  t o  h a v e  T a y l o r  
r e q u e s t  h i s  s e r v i c e s  a s  w e l l ,  t h e  f r i e n d  r e p l i e d  t h a t  G e n e ­
r a l  T a y l o r  t h o u g h t  t h e  " o l d  B r i g a d e "  c o u l d  n o t  do w i t h o u t  
D a v i d . 13
12A. V a l i a s  t o  D a v i d  Boyd,  A u g u s t  2 1 ,  November 2 9 ,  
1862 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1; G. Mason 
Graham t o  D a v id  Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  3 ,  1862,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  
L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6 .
13T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, May 2 6 ,  Decem ber  ,6 , 1862;  
Geo. W. R a n d o lp h ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War,  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, J u n e  2 5 ,  
1862; D a v id  Boyd t o  Jam es  A. S e d d o n ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War,  Decem­
b e r  27 ,  1 86 2 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1; G.
F .  G i l m e r ,  C o l o n e l  o f  E n g i n e e r s  a n d  C h i e f  o f  Bui-eau,  t o  D. F .  
Boyd, March 2 3 ,  March 3 1 ,  1863; T.  R. H e a r d  t o  D a v id  Boyd, 
March 2 8 ,  1863 ,  i b i d . , Box 2 .
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When D a v id  f i n a l l y  l e f t  t h e  c o m m is s a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  May 
o f  1863 ,  i t  was l a r g e l y  due  t o  t h e  p r e s s u r e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  
on t h e  War O f f i c e  by L o u i s i a n a  p o l i t i c i a n s .  The S e m in a r y  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  p l a n n i n g  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  18 6 3 ,  h o p e d  t o  s e c u r e  D a v i d ' s  r e l e a s e  
f ro m  t h e  army s o  t h a t  he  c o u l d  r e s u m e  h i s  o l d  c h a i r  a n d  
s e r v e  a s  a c t i n g  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  They h o p e d  t o  s e c u r e  F r a n c i s  
S m i t h  f o r  t h e  p o s t  o f  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  u l t i m a t e l y .  D a v i d ,  w e l l  
a w are  o f  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s ,  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  a c ­
c e p t e d  by R ichm ond .  B u t  J u d g e  Thomas M anning ,  a  member o f  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a n d  on  t h e  s t a f f  o f  G o v e r n o r  Thomas 
0 .  Moore,  a p p e a l e d  t o  L o u i s i a n a ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  c a p ­
i t a l ,  They  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, a n d  w i t h i n  s i x
1 4weeks  D a v id  was a  c i v i l i a n .
D u r i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  D a v i d ' s  r e g i m e n t ,  t h e  
N i n t h  L o u i s i a n a ,  saw a c t i o n  i n  e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a  a n d  i n  t h e  
V a l l e y .  The N i n t h  was p a r t  o f  R i c h a r d  T a y l o r ' s  E i g h t h
14F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 1 1 5 - 1 1 6 ;  C. S .  
d e E l g e e  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  March 3 0 ,  1863;  c e r t i f i e d  co py  o f  l e t ­
t e r  f ro m  J u d g e  Th.  C. M anning ,  G o v e r n o r  T h o s .  0 .  Moore ,  an d  
C. S .  d e E l g e e  t o  Hon. H enry  M a r s h a l l ,  March 3 1 ,  1863;  H. 
M a r s h a l l  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  2 9 ,  1863;  S p e c i a l  O r d e r  No. 120,  
A d j u t a n t  a n d  I n s p e c t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  R ichm ond ,  May 2 0 ,  
1863 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 2 .  D a v i d ' s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  became e f f e c t i v e  on May 11 ,  1863 .
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B r i g a d e  w h ic h ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1862,  was s e n t  t o  G e n e r a l  
Thomas J .  J a c k s o n  i n  t h e  V a l l e y .  T h e r e  i t  t o o k  p a r t  i n  J a c k ­
s o n ' s  s p e c t a c u l a r  f e a t s  a t  F r o n t  R o y a l ,  W i n c h e s t e r ,  C r o s s  
Keys,  and  P o s t  R e p u b l i c . 15
W h i le  t h e  d r i v e  t o w a r d  W i n c h e s t e r  was i n  p r o g r e s s  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n t r i v e d  t o  p ro m o te  D a v id .  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r ' s  
b r i g a d e  c o m m issa ry  o f f i c e r ,  M ajor  A aron  D a v i s ,  " c a r r i e d  away 
by h i s  a r d o u r  . . . g a t h e r e d  a  s c o r e  o f  m oun ted  o r d e r l i e s  and  
c o u r i e r s  and  p u r s u e d  / a  F e d e r a l  r e g i m e n t  f ro m  M a r y l a n d /  u n t i l  
a  v o l l e y  f ro m  t h e  e n e m y 's  r e a r  g u a r d  l a i d  him low . . . s h o t
■j
t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a d . "  D av id  assum ed  Major  D a v i s ' s  d u t i e s  a t
once  and  a month l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  f o r m a l  n o t i c e  o f  h i s  p rom o-  
17t i o n .  By t h a t  t i m e  J a c k s o n ' s  C o rp s  was s u p p o r t i n g  Lee i n  
t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  S ev e n  Days a r o u n d  Richmond.  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r  
was i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  f i g h t i n g  b e g a n .  When i t  was o v e r  he  was
15F o r  a  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  E i g h t h  B r i g a d e ' s  
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1862,  s e e  T a y l o r ,  D e s t r u c t i o n  
an d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 4 8 - 9 5 .
^ I b i d . , 6 1 -6 2 ;  O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , X I I ,  P t .  1, p .
8 0 0 .
1 7 In  h i s  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  Campaign G e n e r a l  T a y l o r  
n o t e s  t h a t  Major  D a v is  was k i l l e d  on May 23 ,  1862 .  D a v i d ' s  
p r o m o t i o n  t o  B r i g a d e  Commissary  Major became e f f e c t i v e  on May 
2 4 .  He was f o r m a l l y  n o t i f i e d  a  month l a t e r .  O f f i c i a l  
R e c o r d s , X I I ,  P t .  1 , p .  800; Geo. W. R a n d o lp h ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
War, t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J u n e  2 5 ,  1862 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  C i v i l  
War P a p e r s ,  Box 1.
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p a r t i a l l y  p a r a l y z e d .  E a r l y  i n  J u l y ,  1862,  he  was p r o m o te d  
t o  m a j o r  g e n e r a l  a n d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  l e f t  h i s  b r i g a d e  i n  
V i r g i n i a  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  He was r e p l a c e d  by B r i g a ­
d i e r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  T .  H a y s ,  a  New O r l e a n s  l a w y e r ,  who command-
18e d  t h e  b r i g a d e  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  few m o n th s  o f  t h e  w a r .
D a v id  was a l s o  s i c k . w h e n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  S e v e n  Days 
e n d e d .  A p h y s i c i a n  e n d o r s e d  h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  tw o -w eek  f u r ­
l o u g h ,  c i t i n g  " a c u t e  d i a r r h o e a "  a s  g r o u n d s .  On J u l y  12,
1862 ,  h e  l e f t  h i s  u n i t ,  t h e n  camped n e a r  R ichm ond ,  f o r  a
19v i s i t  t o  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  W y t h e v i l l e .  T h i s  was h i s  f i r s t  f u r ­
l o u g h  a n d  h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  home s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r ,  1861 .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e  he  o b t a i n e d  f i v e  d a y s  l e a v e  t o  go t o  Richmond on 
b u s i n e s s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  a s s i s t a n t  c o m m i s s a r y .  
J u d a h  P .  B e n ja m in  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  t h e n  a c t i n g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, 
a u t h o r i z e d  a  f i v e - d a y  e x t e n s i o n  o f  D a v i d ' s  l e a v e ,  a p p a r e n t l y  
e n a b l i n g  him t o  v i s i t  W y t h e v i l l e .  T h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  home i n  
a l m o s t  f o u r  y e a r s  was v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  M rs .  N a n n ie  
S t u a r t ,  a  woman whom D a v id  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  " p a r t i c u l a r  f r i e n d , "
18T a y l o r ,  D e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 7 6 ,  93;  
O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , X I I ,  P t .  3 ,  p p .  9 1 7 - 1 8 .
1 QA p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  s i c k  l e a v e  by D a v id  Boyd, e n d o r s e d
by  D r .  J .  C. E g an ,  C o l o n e l  LeRoy S t a f f o r d ,  9 t h  L a . ,  a n d  B r i g .
Gen.  J a s .  E w e l l ,  J u l y  11 ,  1862 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F .  ) S e l e c t e d
P a p e r s ,  1854 ,  1 8 6 0 - 6 5 ,  Box 2;  F u r l o u g h  P e r m i t  f o r  D. F .  Boyd
by E. G r i s w o l d ,  P r o v o s t  M a r s h a l ,  J u l y  12,  1862 ,  i n  Boyd
( D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1.
85
was o u t  o f  town when h e  v i s i t e d .  B u t  M in e rv a  Boyd t o l d  h e r  
o f  D a v i d ' s  h a r s h  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a n s  a s  c o l d  a n d  u n ­
f e e l i n g .  M rs .  S t u a r t  t h o u g h t  s h e  knew why D a v i d  was b i t t e r :
I  b e l i e v e  . . . t h a t  you l o n g  a g o  fo rm e d  an  a t t a c h m e n t  
f o r  one  a n d  c h e r i s h e d  h o p e s  t h a t  w e re  n e v e r  r e a l i z e d - - t h a t  
t h o s e  h o p e s  may h a v e  s i n c e  r e v i v e d  a n d  a g a i n  ^ T e e n /  
d i s a p p o i n t e d — a n d  f i n d i n g  t h a t  one  u n w o r t h y  o f  y o u r  a f ­
f e c t i o n  you  a r e  t o o  much i n c l i n e d  t o  c l a s s  y o u r  o t h e r  
f r i e n d s  w i t h  h e r  a n d  condemn th e m  a l l  a l i k e . 20
D a v i d ,  t h o u g h t  Mrs. S t u a r t ,  o u g h t  " t o  q u i t  g r i e v i n g  o v e r
s p i l t  m i l k "  a n d  f i n d  som eone  e l s e  b e f o r e  he  becam e a  " c r u s t y
9 i
o l d  b a c h e l o r . "
The l a c k  o f  r a p p o r t  b e tw e e n  D a v id  a n d  h i s  f a t h e r ,  
Thomas Boyd, was a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  D a v i d ' s  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  
when he  v i s i t e d  W y t h e v i l l e  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 6 1 .  He r e m a r k e d  
t o  M rs .  S t u a r t  t h a t  h e  f e l t  more welcome i n  h i s  "new home 
'way down i n  D i x i e "  t h a n  he  d i d  i n  W y t h e v i l l e ,  a n d  h e  com­
p l a i n e d  a t  l e n g t h  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  C h a r l i e  o f  Thomas B o y d ' s  
l a c k  o f  a f f e c t i o n .  C h a r l i e  t h o u g h t  D a v id  was t o o  s e n s i t i v e .
He a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e ,  t o o ,  u s e d  t o  t h i n k  " t h a t  Pa  h a d  t h e  same 
a f f e c t i o n  f o r  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  t h e  v i p e r  h a d  f o r  i t s  y o u n g "  
b u t  he  knew b e t t e r  now. D a v id  o u g h t  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  h a r s h
20N a n n ie  S t u a r t  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  1, 1 8 62 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1.
21Ibid
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way i n  w h i c h  Thomas Boyd h a d  b e e n  r a i s e d ;  t h r o w n  o u t  a t
f i f t e e n ,  f r i e n d l e s s  an d  p e n n i l e s s ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  c o m p e l l e d  t o
make h i s  own way i n  a  " h e a r t l e s s  w o r l d . "  C h a r l i e  b e g g e d
D a v id  t o  d i s c a r d  a n y  n o t i o n s  he  m i g h t  h a v e  a b o u t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s
l a c k  o f  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  h im .  He u r g e d  h im  t o  come home a t
n o
C h r i s t m a s  a n d  s e e  f o r  h i m s e l f .
B u t  D a v id  d i d  n o t  go home f o r  C h r i s t m a s  i n  1861,  
t h e r e b y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t h e  w h o le  f a m i l y .  M in e rv a  Boyd was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n h a p p y .  I t  was March b e f o r e  s h e  c o u l d  e v e n  
w r i t e  h e r  s o n  a n o t e  b e g g i n g  h im  t o  come home.  Two m o n ths  
l a t e r ,  a f t e r  f a i l i n g  t o  h e a r  f ro m  h im  f o r  w e e k s ,  s h e  w r o t e ,
" I  c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  k e e p i n g  y o u  a lw a y s  on d u t y .  May
     23
I  n o t  w r i t e  t o  C o l .  /G e n e r a J L /  T a y l o r  & b e g  a  f u r l o u g h ? "
The t r u t h  se em s  t o  be  t h a t  t h e  h y p e r s e n s i t i v e  D a v id ,  
e s t r a n g e d  f ro m  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  s t i l l  s u f f e r i n g  p a n g s  o f  u n r e ­
q u i t e d  l o v e ,  f o u n d  l i t t l e  t o  a t t r a c t  h im  i n  W y t h e v i l l e .  Only
99 I b i d . ; C. R. Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  Decem ber  16, 18 6 1 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
2 3 C. R. Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  March 7 ,  1862;  M in e rv a  
Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  March 7 ,  1862,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  
Box 5; M in e r v a  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  
F . )  C i v i l  War p a p e r s ,  Box 1 .  T h i s  l e t t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  u n d a t e d ,  
r e f e r s  t o  o n e  w r i t t e n  by  D a v id  d a t e d  March 2 5 ,  1862 ,  w h ic h  d i d  
n o t  r e a c h  M in e r v a  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  o f  A p r i l .  A l s o ,  M i n e r v a ' s  
u n d a t e d  l e t t e r  was s e n t  t o  R o ck ingham  C o u n ty  i n  t h e  V a l l e y .  
T a y l o r ' s  f o r c e s  r e a c h e d  t h e r e  a b o u t  A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 8 6 2 .  T a y l o r ,  
D e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  4 8 .
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a  d e b i l i t a t i n g  i l l n e s s  made h im  r e t u r n  t h e r e  i n  m i d - J u l y ,
1862 .  When h e  r e j o i n e d  h i s  u n i t  a b o u t  A u g u s t  1 , J a c k s o n ' s  
Army was a b o u t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  m a j o r  e n g a g e m e n t s .  
C e d a r  M o u n ta in ,  S e c o n d  M a n a s s a s ,  a nd  S h a r p s b u r g  k e p t  t h e  
Army o f  N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  b u s y  u n t i l  m i d - S e p t e m b e r .  J a c k ­
s o n ' s  f o r c e s ,  by  t h a t  t i m e  f o r m a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  a s  t h e  S e c o n d  
C orps  o f  t h a t  a rm y,  t h e n  r e s t e d  a r o u n d  W i n c h e s t e r .  I n  l a t e  
November,  t h e y  moved s o u t h e a s t w a r d  t o  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  V i r ­
g i n i a .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  b l o o d y  b a t t l e  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  t h e r e  i n
Decem ber ,  1 8 62 ,  t h e  men s e t t l e d  down i n  w i n t e r  q u a r t e r s  a l o n g
24t h e  R a p p a h a n n o c k .
D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1862 -6 3  G e n e r a l  J a c k s o n  e n j o y e d  
v e r y  p l e a s a n t  q u a r t e r s .  By t h a t  t i m e  h i s  fame was s o  g r e a t  
t h a t  w h e r e v e r  h e  a p p e a r e d  h e  c o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  be  d e l u g e d  w i t h  
g i f t s ,  d e l i c a c i e s ,  a n d  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  e n j o y  t h e  b e s t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  c o u l d  o f f e r .  I t  c l e a r l y  e m b a r r a s s e d  h im  t o  be  t h e  
o b j e c t  o f  s o  much s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when h i s  
t r o o p s  l a c k e d  e v e n  t h e  b a r e  n e c e s s i t i e s . 25 Some u n i t s  a t  
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  s u f f e r e d  more t h a n  o t h e r s .  I n  J a n u a r y  o f
186 3 ,  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  H a y s ' s  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l  w r o t e
2^ F r a n k  L. V a n d i v e r ,  M igh ty  S t o n e w a l l  (New Y ork ,
1 9 5 7 ) ,  C h a p s .  1 4 - 1 8 ;  O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , XXI, p p .  6 7 4 - 7 5 ,  c o n ­
t a i n s  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  T .  H a y s ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  F r e d r i c k s b u r g .
2 SV a n d i v e r ,  M ig h ty  S t o n e w a l l , 4 3 6 - 3 7 ,
L o u i s i a n a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  P e r k i n s  a b o u t  t h e  p i t i f u l  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  camp. A lm o s t  no one  h a d  s h o e s  o r  u n d e r c l o t h ­
i n g ,  and  " a n  o v e r c o a t  i s  an  o b j e c t  o f  c u r i o s i t y . "  Many s l e p t  
i n  t h e  open f o r  l a c k  o f  t e n t s  a n d  r a t i o n s  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  
" p e t t y . "  " T ro o p s  o f  o t h e r  S t a t e s  ^ a r e /  s u p p l i e d  . . .  by 
. . . c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f ro m  t h e i r  h o m es .  We f r o m  La. h a v e  g o t ­
t e n  n o t h i n g  s i n c e  N. 0 .  f e l l  . . . w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  . . .
26o f  a  company i n  t h e  9 t h  R e g t . "  E ven  b e f o r e  t h e  B a t t l e  o f
F r e d r ic k s b u r g ,  t r o o p s  w ere  on s h o r t  r a t i o n s  and s u b s t i t u t e s .
I n  November o f  1862 D a v id  Boyd r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  p u r c h a s e
t e n  pounds  o f  w h e a t  f o r  e v e r y  h u n d r e d  men a s  a s u b s t i t u t e
f o r  c o f f e e ,  a n d  p o r k ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e e f ,  was  t h e  m ea t  r a t i o n
27" o n e  day i n  e v e r y  s e v e n . " D a v id  m us t  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e
bad c o n d i t i o n s  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  h i s  f a m i ly .  Thomas Boyd
a n s w e r e d ,  d e m a n d in g  t o  know, "What i s  t h e  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r
G e n e r a l  d o i n g  t h a t  he  d o n ’ t  f u r n i s h  y o u r  s o l d i e r s  w i t h  s h o e s ?
I  am t o l d  t h a t  e v e r y  J e w ' s  s h o p  i n  Richmond i s  f i l l e d  w i t h
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th em  t o  o v e r f l o w i n g . "
O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , XXI, p p .  1 0 9 7 - 9 8 .
27 O r d e r s ,  u n d a t e d  a n d  u n s i g n e d ,  t o  M a jo r  D a v id  Boyd, 
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1854 ,  1 8 6 0 - 6 3 ,  Box 2 .
O O
T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd ,  December 6 , 1 86 2 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 1 .
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The m i s e r a b l e  w i n t e r  o f  1 8 6 2 -6 3  a t  F r e d r i c k s b u r g  was 
t h e  l a s t  D a v id  w o u ld  s p e n d  i n  V i r g i n i a  f o r  a l m o s t  t w e n t y  
y e a r s .  H i s  e f f o r t s  t o  t r a n s f e r  o u t  o f  o r  r e s i g n  f ro m  t h e  
c o m m is s a r y  s e r v i c e ,  b e g u n  l a t e  i n  1861 ,  f i n a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1S63.  He o b t a i n e d  a  t h i r t y - d a y  l e a v e  o f  a b ­
s e n c e  b e g i n n i n g  March 13, 1863 a n d  s p e n t  p a r t  o f  i t  i n  
W y t h e v i l l e .  About  A p r i l  10 he  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  u n i t ,  t h e n  p r e ­
p a r i n g  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e . ^ ®  
M e an w h i le ,  h i s  L o u i s i a n a  f r i e n d s  w e r e  p u l l i n g  w i r e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  R ichm ond .  By t h e  m i d d l e  o f  May t h e y  
h a d  s u c c e e d e d .  A s e r i e s  o f  s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  f rom  t h e  C o n f e d ­
e r a t e  A s s i s t a n t  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  f i n a l l y
30s e p a r a t e d  D a v i d  f ro m  t h e  s e r v i c e  on May 11 ,  1863 .
E ven  b e f o r e  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  was a c c e p t e d ,  D a v id  was 
b u s y  w i t h  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  He t r i e d  t o  h i r e  Rene T. 
B e a u r e g a r d ,  a  s o n  o f  G e n e r a l  P .  G. T. B e a u r e g a r d  a n d  an  
e x - c a d e t  a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t o  s e r v e  a s  commandant  a n d  p r o f e s s o r
29 S p e c i a l  O r d e r  No. 67 ,  March 8 , 18 6 3 ,  g r a n t i n g  M ajor
D. F .  Boyd l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  f o r  t h i r t y  d a y s ;  S .  B. R o b i n s o n  
t o  D a v id  Boyd,  March 2 6 ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1863;  R a i l r o a d  t i c k e t  f ro m  
W y t h e v i l l e ,  V a . , t o  L y n c h b u r g ,  V a . , A p r i l  10,  1863 ,  i b i d . ,
Box 2 .
30 Copy o f  l e t t e r  o f  Th.  C. M anning ,  G o v e r n o r  T h o .  0 .  
Moore , a n d  C. S .  de  E l g e e  t o  Hon. H enry  M a r s h a l l ,  March* 3 1 ,  
1863;  H. M a r s h a l l  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  2 9 ,  1863; S p e c i a l  O r­
d e r s  Nos .  1 0 8 ,  115,  120 ,  d a t e d  r e s p e c t i v e l y  May 5 ,  May 14,
May 2 0 ,  1863 ,  i b i d .
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o f  F r e n c h .  He a l s o  c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  e x - p r o f e s s o r  F r a n c i s  
W. S m i t h ,  whom t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  h o p e d  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  
a p p o i n t  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  N e i t h e r  B e a u r e ­
g a r d  n o r  S m i th  was w i l l i n g  t o  l e a v e  t h e  army b u t  f o r  d i f f e r ­
e n t  r e a s o n s .  B e a u r e g a r d  d e c l i n e d  D a v i d ' s  o f f e r  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  " u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  h o l d i n g  a n  o f f i c e  i n  a  s t a t e  w he re  . . .  
e v e r y  i n c h  o f  s o i l  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  e n e m y ' s  g r a s p , "  a n d  t h e  u n -
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l i k e l i h o o d  o f  s e c u r i n g  e n o u g h  c a d e t s  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  s c h o o l .
B u t  S m i t h ,  t h e n  s e r v i n g  u n d e r  G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  E . L e e ' s
b r o t h e r ,  C a p t a i n  S .  L ee ,  r e f u s e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  army f o r  any
r e a s o n  u n t i l  p e a c e  was d e c l a r e d  o r  t h e  n e e d  f o r  men was 
32o v e r .  S m i t h  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  D a v id  
a b o u t  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  On May 13,  1863 ,  
h e  s e n t  D a v id  a  d e t a i l e d  p l a n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c u r r i c u l u m ,  f e e s , 
p e r s o n n e l  a n d  managem ent  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n . ^  A week l a t e r ,  
" C i t i z e n  D. F ,  Boyd" t r a v e l e d  t o  Richmond a n d  on  t o  D r e w r y ' s  
B l u f f  w h e r e  h e  t a l k e d  w i t h  M a jo r  S m i t h  a b o u t  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e
31°  Rene T .  B e a u r e g a r d  t o  D a v id  F ,  Boyd, A p r i l  2 8 ,
1863 ,  i b i d .
32 F .  V/. S m i th  t o  D a v id  Boyd, u n d a t e d ,  i n  F l e m i n g  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 11 .  S m i th  was s t a ­
t i o n e d  a t  D r e w r y ' s  B l u f f ,  b e lo w  R ichm ond,  u n d e r  t h e  command 
o f  R. E, L e e ' s  b r o t h e r ,  whom h e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " a n  o c t o g e n a r i a n  
i m b e c i l e "  and  t h e  " p o o r e s t  e x c u s e  f o r  a n  o f f i c e r  I  e v e r  
s a w . "  The l e t t e r  was s e n t  t o  D a v id  a t  F r e d r i c k s b u r g ,  t h u s  i t  
may be  d a t e d  s o m e t im e  b e tw e e n  December 1862 a n d  May, 1 8 6 3 .
° ^ F .  Yf. S m i th  t o  D a v id  Boyd, May 13 ,  18 6 3 ,  i b i d .
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s c h o o l .  They p l a n n e d  a  s t r i c t l y  m i l i t a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  
f i v e  p r o f e s s o r s h i p s :  ( 1 ) m a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o ­
phy;  (2 )  c h e m i s t r y ,  m i n e r o l o g y  and  g e o l o g y ;  ( 3 )  e n g i n e e r i n g  
a n d  a p p l i e d  m e c h a n i c s ;  (4 )  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  a n c i e n t  
h i s t o r y ,  and  (5 )  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b e l l e - l e t t r e s  and  m o d e rn  
h i s t o r y .  The f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  p r o g r a m  w o u ld  b e  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  B u t  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  y e a r  c a d e t s  
m ig h t  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  l i t e r a r y  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s .  I n  1910 
a h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  e a r l y  d a y s  n o t e d  t h a t  
t h e  B o y d -S m i th  p r o p o s a l  d r a f t e d  i n  1863 "was e s s e n t i a l l y
t h a t  now g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  a s  t h e  p r o p e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f
T ,.34  c o l l e g e  w o r k . "
A f t e r  m e e t i n g  w i t h  M a jo r  F r a n c i s  S m i t h ,  D a v id  w e n t  t o  
W y t h e v i l l e  w h e re  h e  s p e n t  a  week r e s t i n g  a n d  c o n c l u d i n g  h i s  
a f f a i r s  i n  V i r g i n i a .  On J u n e  1, 1 8 6 3 ,  he  b e g a n  t h e  l o n g  a n d  
c i r c u i t o u s  t r i p  t o  L o u i s i a n a .  H is  r o u t e ,  p l a n n e d  by a  f r i e n d  
i n  t h e  N i n t h  L o u i s i a n a  R e g im e n t ,  t o o k  him f r o m  W y t h e v i l l e ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  t h r o u g h  B r i s t o l  a nd  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  t o
34 P a s s  s i g n e d  by B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  Hays g r a n t ­
i n g  C i t i z e n  D. F .  Boyd p e r m i s s i o n  t o  t r a v e l  t o  R ichm ond ,  May 
16,  1 8 6 3 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 2;  c o p y  o f  
p r o p o s e d  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  La.  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  a n d  M i l i t a r y  
Academy by M ajo r  F .  W. S m i t h ,  May ^ 2 1 / ,  1863,  i n  F l e m i n g  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  
P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 2 - 1 8 6 5 ,  Box 1; F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 
116.
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S t e v e n s o n ,  A labam a .  T h e r e  h e  l e f t  t h e  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  
R a i l r o a d  a n d  t r a v e l e d  e a s t w a r d  t o  D a l t o n ,  G e o r g i a .  A t  D a l t o n  
h e  b o a r d e d  t h e  W e s te rn  a n d  A t l a n t i c  R a i l r o a d  t o  K i n g s t o n  and  
Rome, G e o r g i a .  From Rome i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  t r a v e l  t o  J a c k -  
s o n v i l l e ,  A labam a ,  by s t a g e .  T h e r e  D a v i d  j o i n e d  t h e  Alabama 
and  T e n n e s s e e  R a i l r o a d  t o  S e l m a ,  A la b a m a .  A newly  c o n s t r u c ­
t e d  l i n e  c a r r i e d  him f ro m  S e l m a  t h r o u g h  M e r i d i a n ,  M i s s i s s i p ­
p i ,  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  J a c k s o n ,  w here  h e  s p e n t  two o r  t h r e e  
d a y s .  T h en  h e  r o d e  s o u t h w a r d  on t h e  New O r l e a n s ,  J a c k s o n  and  
G r e a t  N o r t h e r n  l i n e  u n t i l  h e  r e a c h e d  B r o o k h a v e n ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  
N a t c h e z  l a y  d i r e c t l y  w e s t  o f  B r o o k h a v e n ,  b u t  i n  1863  n o  r a i l  
l i n e  c o n n e c t e d  t h e  two t o w n s .  W h e th e r  D a v i d  c o v e r e d  t h e  d i s ­
t a n c e  by s t a g e  o r  h o r s e b a c k  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  But  i t  w as  t h e  
m o s t  e x p e n s i v e  p a r t  o f  h i s  t r i p .  At N a t c h e z  a  f e r r y  c a r r i e d  
him a c r o s s  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  t o  V i d a l i a ,  L o u i s i a n a .  A n o t h e r  
s t a g e  t o o k  h im  t o  T r i n i t y  o n  t h e  B l a c k  R i v e r  and f i n a l l y  t o  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  L o u i s i a n a .  T h e  w h o le  j o u r n e y  from F r e d r i c k s b u r g ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  t o  A l e x a n d r i a ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  c o n su m e d  t w e n t y - s i x  days  
and  a b o u t  $ 2 7 5 .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  b o t h  V i c k s b u r g  a n d  P o r t  
Hudson w e r e  u n d e r  s i e g e ,  t h a t  F e d e r a l  g u n b o a t s  commanded t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and  t h a t  U n i o n  f o r c e s  c a p t u r e d  J a c k s o n ,  M is ­
s i s s i p p i ,  i n  May o f  1863,  D a v i d ' s  p r o g r e s s  was s u r p r i s i n g l y
rapid.35
W h e th e r  h i s  j o b  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  when  he 
a r r i v e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  was d o u b t f u l  e v e n  b e f o r e  D a v i d  l e f t  t h e  
a rm y .  The L o u i s i a n a  c o n g r e s s m a n  who s e c u r e d  h i s  r e s i g n a ­
t i o n  p o i n t e d  o u t  on A p r i l  2 9 ,  1863 ,  t h a t  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  w e re  
t h r e a t e n i n g  A l e x a n d r i a .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l  b r o k e  u p  s i x  
d a y s  e a r l i e r  when ,  on t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  G e n e r a l  N a t h a n i e l  P . 
B a n k s ' s  a rmy,  t h e  a c t i n g  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  c a d e t s  
t o  f i g h t  t h e  enem y.  F e d e r a l  f o r c e s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  s c h o o l  
b u i l d i n g  b r i e f l y  b u t  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e i r  w i t h d r a w a l ,  t h e  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e o p e n  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  On J u n e  2 3 ,  1863 ,  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  D a v i d ' s  a r r i v a l  i n  A l e x a n d r i a ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r m a l l y  c l o s e d  t h e  s c h o o l ,  v a c a t e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g
p r o f  e s s  oz’s h i p s  a n d  named t h e  s t e w a r d  c u s t o d i a n  o f  t h e  b u i l d -  
36m g .
As J u l y ,  1 8 63 ,  b e g a n ,  D a v id  Boyd f o u n d  h i m s e l f  an u n ­
e m p lo y e d  c i v i l i a n .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  he  h a d  f r i e n d s  a t  h a n d .  D r .
3 5 D a v i d ' s  r o u t e ,  e x p e n s e s ,  a n d  mode o f  t r a v e l  b e tw e e n  
May 19 a n d  J u n e  2 3 ,  1863 ,  a p p e a r  i n  a  s m a l l  m a n u s c r i p t  v o lu m e ,  
I t e m  12 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 2 2 .
3 ®H, M a r s h a l l  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 8 6 3 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 2;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y , 1 1 4 -1 1 5 ;  R e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  
J u n e  2 3 ,  1863,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 2 - 6 5 ,  Box 1 .
P o w h a ta n  C l a r k e ,  one o f  h i s  f o r m e r  c o l l e a g u e s  a t  t h e  
S e m i n a r y ,  was a  c a p t a i n  o f  a r t i l l e r y  s t a t i o n e d ,  a t  S h r e v e ­
p o r t .  But  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  L o u i s e  B o y c e ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  
w e a l t h y  J u d g e  H e n ry  Boyce o f  R a p i d e s  P a r i s h ,  made h im  a f r e ­
q u e n t  v i s i t o r  t o  A l e x a n d r i a .  I t  a l s o  a l l o w e d  h im  t o  l e n d  
D a v i d  f o u r  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s ,  w h ic h  D a v i d  p l a n n e d  t o  u s e  f o r
f a r e  b a ck  t o  V i r g i n i a . ^
B e f o r e  D a v id  c o u l d  l e a v e  t h e  s t a t e ,  a  c h a n c e  came t o
r e j o i n  t h e  army on  t h e  s t a f f  o f  M a jo r  G e n e r a l  R i c h a r d  
T a y l o r ,  h i s  f i r s t  commander .  T a y l o r ,  w hose  command i n c l u d e d  
a l l  o f  L o u i s i a n a  w e s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  made h i s  h e a d q u a r ­
t e r s  a t  A l e x a n d r i a ,  E a r l y  i n  A u g u s t  D a v id  w en t  t o  s e e  h im  
a n d  by m id - S e p t e m b e r  he  h e l d  a  c a p t a i n ' s  c o m m is s io n  a s  
c h i e f  o f  e n g i n e e r s  on T a y l o r ' s  s t a f f ,
In  h i s  new p o s t  D a v i d ' s  p r i n c i p a l  a s s i g n m e n t  inv o lved  
r e f i t t i n g  F o r t  DeRussy on t h e  Red R i v e r .  L o c a t e d  a b o u t  
t h i r t y  m i l e s  b e lo w  A l e x a n d r i a ,  F o r t  D eRussy  was s t i l l
'P o w h a t a n  C l a r k e  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J u l y  9 ,  J u l y  10 ,  
1 3 6 3 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  Wax’ Pape i ’s ,  Box 2 ,  On t h e  
b a c k  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  d a t e d  J u l y  9 ,  1 863 ,  t h e r e  i s  a  n o t e  
s i g n e d  D. F .  Boyd: " T h is  was p a i d  b a c k  i n  J u l y  1876 by
c h e c k  o f  $ 1 0 0 ^ ^  on C i t i z e n s  Bank o f  N. O . "
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M* D. B e r e n g i e r ,  A. D. 0 . ,  t o  M ajor  D. F .  Boyd, 
A u g u s t  3 ,  1863;  G e n e r a l  O r d e r  No. 5 4 ,  H d q r .  D i s t . , W e s t e r n  
L a . , S e p te m b e r  1 6 ,  1863 i n t r o d u c i n g  C a p t a i n  D. F .  Boyd t o  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  C h i e f  o f  E n g i n e e r s  on M ajo r  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r ' s  
s t a f f ,  i b i d .
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u n c o m p l e t e d  when F e d e r a l  g u n b o a t s  u n d e r  D a v id  D. P o r t e r  
a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  i t  i n  May o f  1S63 .  The C o n f e d e r a t e s  m anaged  
t o  s a v e  t h e i r  g u n s  and  s u p p l i e s ,  b u t  P o r t e r  l e v e l e d  t h e  
f o r t ' s  e a r t h w o r k s  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  a  l o g - a n d - c h a i n  r a f t  i n  t h e  
r i v e r  b e f o r e  w i t h d r a w i n g  t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r , 39
A f t e r  V i c k s b u r g  a n d  P o r t  Hudson f e l l  i n  J u l y ,  18 6 3 ,  
G e n e r a l  R i c h a r d  T a y l o r  was s u r e  t h e  enemy w o u l d  r e t u r n .  
T h e r e f o r e  h e  a s s i g n e d  C h i e f  E n g i n e e r  D a v id  Boyd t h e  t a s k  o f  
r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  r u i n e d  f o r t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h i s  m ea n t  m o u n t ­
i n g  g u n s ,  d i g g i n g  e a r t h w o r k s ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  pow der  m a g a z i n e ,  
a n d ,  p e r h a p s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  d r i v i n g  h u g e  p i l i n g s  i n t o  t h e  
r i v e r b e d  b e h i n d  w h ic h  a n  i m p a s s a b l e  r a f t  o f  l o g s  m ig h t  a c ­
c u m u l a t e .  The w o r k ,  b eg u n  l a t e  i n  1863 ,  d i d  n o t  go s m o o t h -  . 
l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s h o r t a g e s  o f  l a b o r  a n d  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  
p r o j e c t  a l s o  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  D i s ­
t r i c t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  A l e x a n d r i a  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
u n d e r  L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  E .  K i r b y  S m i t h  a t  S h r e v e p o r t ,  When 
T a y l o r  a s k e d  S m i th  t o  s e n d  t h e  " b e s t  e n g i n e e r i n g  o f f i c e r  
a v a i l a b l e ” t o  a s s i s t  h i s  own c rew  a t  D eR ussy ,  h e  d i d  n o t  e x ­
p e c t  t h a t  t h e  e n g i n e e r ,  M a jo r  H. T .  " F r e d "  D o u g l a s ,  w o u ld  be 
r e p o r t i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  S h r e v e p o r t .  W orse  s t i l l ,  T a y l o r  a n d  
D o u g la s  d i s a g r e e d  a b o u t  t h e  k i n d  o f  f o r t  D eRussy  o u g h t  t o  b e .
3 % i n t e r s ,  C i v i l  War i n  L o u i s i a n a , 1 9 6 - 9 7 .
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T a y lo r  th o u g h t  "mere w a te r  b a t t e r i e s "  w ere  enough t o  combat 
enemy g u n b o a ts ;  f o r t s  l i k e  DeRussy s h o u ld  n o t  a t te m p t  t o  
w it h s t a n d  " s e r io u s  la n d  a t t a c k s . "  But S h r e v e p o r t ,  i n c l i n e d  
t o  more perm anent d e f e n s e  w ork s , i n c l u d i n g  i r o n  c a se m a te s  
and heavy  g u n s ,  d e c id e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  what T a y lo r  l a t e r  
c a l l e d  a "Red R iv e r  G i b r a l t a r . " 4 0
When M a jo r  G e n e r a l  J .  G. W a l k e r ,  a f t e r  a  v i s i t  o f  
i n s p e c t i o n  on T a y l o r ’s  b e h a l f ,  condem ned DeRussy  as  " i n a d e ­
q u a t e  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  r i v e r , "  T a y l o r  m us t  h a v e  f e l t  
som ew hat  v i n d i c a t e d .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  W a l k e r ’s  r e p o r t  c r i t i ­
c i z e d  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  g u n s  i n s i d e  t h e  f o r t  some two o r  th re e  
h u n d r e d  y a r d s  f ro m  t h e  r i v e r .  "Where t h e y  now a r e  n o t  more 
t h a n  one  s h o t  o u t  o f  t e n  w o u ld  b e  a c c u r a t e l y  a im e d  . . . , "  
h e  r e m a r k e d ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  g u n n e r s  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  v e s s e l s .
B o a t s  c o u l d  n o t  be  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  f o r t  u n t i l  t h e  r i v e r  r o s e  
t w e l v e  t o  f i f t e e n  f e e t .  B u t  t h e y  c o u l d  s a i l  p a s t  w i t h  o n l y  
a  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  f o o t  r i s e .  The o n l y  t h i n g  W a lk e r  h a d  any 
f a i t h  i n  was t h e  l o g  r a f t  b e i n g  b u i l t  b e lo w  t h e  f o r t  t o  o b ­
s t r u c t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  b o a t s .  Even  t h a t ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  was
4 Q0 f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , XXXIV, P t .  2 ,  p p .  8 9 0 - 9 2 ;  T a y ­
l o r ,  D e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 1 1 8 - 1 9 ,  1 3 6 , 1 5 3 ,  155 .  
T a y l o r  h a d  o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  K i r b y  S m i t h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r Ts  p e n c h a n t  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  b u r e a u s  
a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  an  e x t e n s i v e  s t a f f .  S m i t h ' s  s t a f f ,  com­
m e n te d  T a y l o r ,  w o u ld  h a v e  done  c r e d i t  t o  Von M o l tk e  i n  t h e  
F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n  War.
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i n  t h e  wrong p l a c e .  B e c a u se  i t  l a y  be yond  t h e  r e a c h  o f  F o r t  
D e R u s s y ' s  g u n s ,  enemy w o r k i n g  p a r t i e s  m ig h t  d i s m a n t l e  i t  i n  
s a f e t y .  However ,  i f  t h e  p i l i n g  p r o v e d  s t r o n g  enough  t o  s u s ­
t a i n  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  a c c u m u l a t i n g  t i m b e r ,  and  i f  C a p t a i n  Boyd 
c o u l d  o b t a i n  f o u r  o r  f i v e  h u n d r e d  Negro  l a b o r e r s  a nd  f o r t y  
o r  f i f t y  ox tea m s  t o  th r o w  t r e e s  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  t h u s  f i l l ­
i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s p a c e  f rom t h e  p i l i n g  t o  F o r t  DeRussy ,  t h e
r i v e r  m ig h t  be made i m p a s s a b l e  t o  any  b o a t s  and  t h e  r a f t  im -
41p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s l o d g e .
L ess  t h a n  two m onths  l a t e r ,  T a y l o r ' s  and  W a l k e r ' s  
w o r s t  f e a r s  w e re  r e a l i z e d .  On March 14,  1864, a  Yankee  l a n d  
f o r c e  u n d e r  B r ig a d ie i*  G e n e r a l  J .  A. Mower t o o k  F o r t  DeRussy 
f ro m  t h e  r e a r .  The F e d e r a l s  l o s t  t h r e e  k i l l e d  a nd  
t h i r t y - f i v e  wounded .  They c a p t u r e d  t e n  g u n s ,  t o o k  260 p r i ­
s o n e r s ,  a n d  k i l l e d  f i v e  C o n f e d e r a t e s .  The F e d e r a l  g u n b o a t s ,
s t a l l e d  f o r  two h o u r s  by t h e  " i m p a s s a b l e "  r a f t  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,
42a r r i v e d  t o o  l a t e  t o  f i r e  a  s h o t .
41 M ajor  G e n e r a l  J .  G. W alk e r  t o  Major  E .  S u r g e t ,  AA. 
and  I . G . ,  H d q t r s .  D i s t .  o f  W. L a . ,  J a n u a r y  17,  1864,  i n  O f ­
f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , XXXIV, P t .  2 ,  p p .  8 9 3 - 9 4 .
42 R o b e r t  U. J o h n s o n  a n d  C l a r e n c e  0 .  B u e l  ( e d s . ) ,  
B a t t l e s  and  L e a d e r s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War (New York ,  1 8 8 7 ) ,  IV,
3 49 ,  3 6 2 ,  369 ;  R. H. W i l l i a m s ,  " G e n e r a l  B a n k s '  Red R i v e r  Cam­
p a i g n , "  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  M. A. t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 9 3 4 ) ,  1 2 -1 4 ;  W i n t e r s ,  C i v i l  War i n  L o u i s i a n a , 3 2 8 - 2 9 .
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C a p t a i n  D a v i d  Boyd m anaged  t o  e s c a p e  c a p t u r e  a t  F o r t  
DeRussy o n l y  b e c a u s e  he  was a l r e a d y  a  p i ' i s o n e r  o f  t h e  Y an ­
k e e s .  On F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1864,  a b o u t  f o u r  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  a 
b a n d  o f  " J a y h a w lc e r s " w a y l a i d  h im  some f i v e  m i l e s  f ro m  A l e x ­
a n d r i a .  F o r  s e v e r a l  d ay s  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r  d i d  n o t  know w h e t h ­
e r  h i s  c h i e f  e n g i n e e r  was a l i v e  o r  d e a d .  B u t  on F e b r u a r y  8 
h e  r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  D a v i d ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  two o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s ,  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  N a t c h e z ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  a n d  
" s o l d ” t o  t h e  F e d e r a l s . ^ 0 " J a y h a w k e r s ” w e r e  a  s e r i o u s  p r o b ­
lem i n  many p a r t s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  by  1864 .  A f t e r  D a v i d ' s  c a p ­
t u r e  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r  w r o t e  G e n e r a l  W a l k e r ,  t h e n  h e a d q u a r t e r e d  
a t  M a r k s v i l l e  n e a r  F o r t  D eR u ssy ,  t h a t  " n o  o f f i c e r  s h o u l d  be
p e r m i t t e d  t o  t r a v e l  n o r t h  o f  t h e  / R e d /  r i v e r  f r o m  h e r e
/ A l e x a n d r i a /  t o  M a r k s v i l l e  u n t i l  we r o o t  o u t  t h i s  b a n d .  At
p r e s e n t  t h e y  number  o n l y  15 ,  b u t  t h e  w h o le  p o p u l a t i o n  . . .
On March 1 9 ,  1864 ,  M a jo r  G e n e r a l  J .  G. W a lk e r  r e ­
p o r t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r :
" I n  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  d i s a s t e r  a t  F o r t  DeR ussy  i t  i s  
u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  l o o k  t o  o t h e r  c a u s e s  t h e n  t h e  o v e rw h e lm ­
i n g  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  e n e m y ' s  f o r c e ;  b u t  e v e n  w i t h  t h i s  
a d v a n t a g e  F o r t  DeRussy  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  f o r  some 
d a y s ,  p e r h a p s ,  w i t h o u t  r e l i e f  f ro m  t h e  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  f o r  
t h e  v i s c i o u s  s y s t e m  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  a d o p t e d  a n d  t h e  
w r e t c h e d  j u d g e m e n t  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p o s i t i o n . "
O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , XXXIV, P t .  1 ,  p .  60 1 .
43 S t a t e m e n t  o f  D a v id  Boyd a f t e r  h i s  r e l e a s e ,  J u n e  
15 ,  1 8 6 4 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 2;  
O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , XXXIV, P t .  2 ,  p p .  9 5 0 - 5 1 .
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s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h e m . ”44 T a y l o r  d i d  n o t  l e t  p o p u l a r  
s e n t i m e n t  s t a n d  i n  h i s  way.  He i n s t r u c t e d  M ajo r  E.  E .  Wyche 
t o  d r i v e  t h e  o u t l a w s  i n t o  t h e  swamps,  t a k e  t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  and 
s t a r v e  them o u t .  Any arm ed  man o f  d r a f t  a g e  who c o u l d  n o t  
a c c o u n t  f o r  h i m s e l f  was t o  be  s h o t  on t h e  s p o t . 45
When h e  was  c a p t u r e d  D a v id  was c a r r y i n g  some f i v e  
t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  The money,  d e s t i n e d  f o r  s o l d i e r s  a t  F o r t  
D eR ussy ,  was n o t  t a k e n  f rom  h im .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  a c c o u n t  
w r i t t e n  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d  by J u d g e  A. A. Gunby,  D a v id  h i d  t h e  
money i n  h i s  b o o t .  B u t  i n  1904  D a v i d ' s  w i f e  c o r r e c t e d  t h e  
Gunby v e r s i o n .  As s h e  r e m e m b e re d  i t ,  D a v i d  a n d  t h e  " J a y -  
h a w k e r s ” h a d  t o  c r o s s  B l a c k  R i v e r  e n r o u t e  t o  N a t c h e z .  The 
b o a t  c a p s i z e d  a n d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n f u s i o n ,  D a v i d  s u p p o s e d l y  
d e s t r o y e d  t h e  money by s t a m p i n g  i t  i n t o  t h e  m ud .4 ®
D avid  r e a c h e d  N a t c h e z  on F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 864 .  G e n e r a l
W i l l i a m  T. S h e r m a n ,  commander o f  t h e  Army o f  t h e  T e n n e s s e e ,
was t h e n  a few m i l e s  n o r t h  a t  V i c k s b u r g .  D a v id  w r o t e  S h e r ­
man on F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  a s k i n g  t o  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom  h i s  command
440 f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s . XXXIV, P t .  2 ,  p .  9 51 .
4 5 I b i d . , 9 4 4 .
4 5 I b i d . , 97 7 ;  Gunby, " L i f e  and  S e r v i c e s  o f  D a v id  
F r e n c h  B o y d ,"  7 - 8 .  G u n b y ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  " J a y h a w k i n g "  i n ­
c i d e n t  a p p e a r e d  i n  May, 1 9 0 4 ,  i n  a s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  a t  c e r e ­
m o n ie s  h o n o r i n g  D. F .  Boyd.  By t h a t  t i m e ,  f o r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  
t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e  money i n  t h e  b o o t l e g  h a d  grown t o  t h i r t e e n  
t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  Gunby a l s o  s a i d  t h e  " J a y h a w k e r s " t r i e d  t o
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t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  G u l f  u n d e r  G e n e r a l  N .P .  B a n k s .  
B e c a u s e  G e n e r a l  B an k s  and G e n e r a l  R i c h a r d  T a y l o r  h a d  an  ag re e ­
m en t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  p r i s o n e r s  w e s t  o f  t h e  Mis­
s i s s i p p i ,  D a v i d ' s  c h a n c e s  f o r  r e l e a s e  w e r e  much b e t t e r  i n
47B a n k s ' s  D e p a r t m e n t .  Sherman a g r e e d  t o  D a v i d ' s  r e q u e s t  and 
e v e n  d e l i v e r e d  him t o  New O r l e a n s .  " I  n e v e r  saw a man 
e v i n c e  more  g r a t i t u d e , "  Sherman commented t o  h i s  w i f e .  "He
4 ,0
c l u n g  t o  me t i l l  I  came a w a y . "  B e f o r e  Sherman l e f t  New
O r l e a n s ,  he a s s u r e d  D av id  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e g a r d  f o r  him i n
a h a s t i l y  w r i t t e n  n o t e .  I f  Da’ i d  e v e r  n e e d e d  a f r i e n d  i n
New O r l e a n s  wz’o t e  Sherm an,  he  s h o u l d  show t h e  n o t e  t o
49
e i t h e r  G e n e r a l  C. P . S to n e  o r  G e n e r a l  T. J .  R e y n o l d s .
drown D av id  and t h a t  he  s a v e d  them  when t h e  b o a t  c a p s i z e d  i n  
t h e  B l a c k  R i v e r .  D a v i d ' s  own a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  c a p t u r e  s t a t e s  
t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  know how t o  swim b u t  s a v e d  h i m s e l f  by  s t a y ­
i n g  w i t h  t h e  c a p s i z e d  b o a t .  MS, u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  
P a p e r s , Box 14.
Mrs. B o y d ' s  comment, an  a n n o t a t i o n  t o  an u n i d e n t i f i e d  
n e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g  q u o t i n g  t h e  Gunby a d d r e s s ,  a p p e a r s  i n  a 
s c r a p b o o k  among t,he D av id  Boyd P a p e r s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Ar­
c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
47 D av id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  T. S herm an ,  F e b r u a r y  13,
186 4 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F.  Boyd L e t ­
t e r s  and R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 1 8 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
48 W. T. Sherm an t o  M rs .  Sherman,  March 10 ,  1 8 6 4 ,  i n  
Howe ( e d . ) ,  Home L e t t e r s  o f  G e n e r a l  S h e r m a n , 2 8 5 .  Sherman 
was e n r o u t e  t o  New O r l e a n s  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  G e n e r a l  N. P.
Banks  a b o u t  t h e  p e n d i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  up t h e  Red R i v e r .
49 W. T. Sherm an t o  D a v id  F. Boyd, March 3 ,  1864 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F. Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d '  
R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 1 8 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
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P r i s o n  l i f e  d i d  n o t  s u i t  D a v i d .  When c o n f i n e d  a t  21
R a m p a r t  S t r e e t  on  March 1 ,  1864 ,  he  d i d  n o t  e v e n  h a v e  a
p l a c e  t o  s l e e p .  H i s  r e q u e s t  t o  h a v e  a  m a t t r e s s ,  b l a n k e t s  a n d
a  p i l l o w  s e n t  i n  was i m m e d i a t e l y  h o n o r e d .  B u t  a  p e t i t i o n  on
A p r i l  17,  c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  n o i s e ,  c r o w d i n g ,  a n d  l a c k  o f
p r i v a c y  i n  t h e  p r i s o n ,  a n d  a s k i n g  f o r  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  c i t y
u p o n  s i g n a t u r e  o f  a  p a r o l e  seem s n o t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s - 
50f u l .  T h r e e  w e ek s  l a t e r  D a v id  s e n t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p e a l  t o  
t h e  Commandant o f  P r i s o n s ,  C o l o n e l  C. W. K i l l b o r n .  He was 
s u f f e r i n g  g r e a t l y  f ro m  d i a r r h e a  a n d  a l t h o u g h  h e  h e s i t a t e d  t o  
a s k  f o r  p r i v i l e g e s  n o t  e n j o y e d  by a l l  p r i s o n e r s ,  h e  h o p e d  t o  
r e c o v e r  h i s  h e a l t h  by s p e n d i n g  a few  h o u r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  p r i s o n  
e v e r y  d a y .  R e m in d in g  t h e  c o l o n e l  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  G u l f  a t  h i s  own r e q u e s t  and  
t h r o u g h  t h e  g o o d  o f f i c e s  o f  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  T -  S h e r m a n ,  h e  
a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  N a t c h e z  h e  h a d  b e e n  a l l o w e d  t h e  
" p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h e  / c i t ^ / 7, day  and  n i g h t ,  s i m p l y  on  my w o rd  o f  
h o n o r  . . . "  C o l o n e l  K i l l b o r n  r e t u r n e d  h i s  r e q u e s t  w i t h  a  
n o t e  t h a t  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  l e a v e  t h e  p r i s o n  h a d  b e e n  d e n i e d  by 
t h e  "Comdg. G e n l . "  I f  D a v i d  n e e d e d  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  he
50 P e t i t i o n  t o  C o l .  C. W. K i l l b o r n ,  Commandant  o f  
P r i s o n s ,  A p r i l  17,  1864 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  
Box 2 .
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51c o u l d  go t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .
By t h e  e n d  o f  May D a v i d ' s  h e a l t h  was w o r s e  a n d  s o
w e re  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  Commandant o f  P r i s o n s .
Now K i l l b o r n  a g r e e d  t o  a l l o w  h i s  p r i s o n e r s  some f r e e d o m s  i f
t h e y  s i g n e d  w h a t  D a v id  l a b e l e d  " t h e  humbug p a r o l e  o f  No. 21
R a m p a r t  S t r e e t . "  When D a v id  r e f u s e d  t o  s i g n ,  K i l l b o r n
r e s p o n d e d  by d e n y i n g  h im  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h a v e  v i s i t o r s .  D a v id
p r o t e s t e d  b i t t e r l y :
Your  u n m an ly  a n d  u n o f f i c e r l i k e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  m y s e l f  a n d  
two o t h e r s  h a v e  c a u s e d  u s  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  e s c a p e .  . . .
We s h a l l  p r o b a b l y  f a i l  . . .  I f  s o ,  we know w h a t  a w a i t s  
u s ,  b u t  l e t  o u r  f a t e  be  a l l  t h a t  c o w a r d i c e ,  m a l i c e  and  
r e v e n g e  c a n  command, we w i l l  m e e t  i t  a s  becom es  men 
a n d  C o n f e d e r a t e  o f f i c e r s .
D a v i d  c l o s e d  by p r o m i s i n g  t o  " r e t u r n  g o o d  f o r  e v i l "
a s  an  o b j e c t  l e s s o n ,  s h o u l d  K i l l b o r n  e v e r  become h i s  p r i s o n -  
52e r .  W h e th e r  C o l o n e l  K i l l b o r n  was i m p r e s s e d  i s  n o t  c l e a r .
I n  any  c a s e  h e  was a b o u t  t o  l o s e  a  c o l o r f u l  c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  t h e  Red R i v e r  i n  l a t e  
May o f  1864 ,  G e n e r a l s  Banks a n d  T a y l o r  p r o c e d e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
t h e i r  a g r e e m e n t  t o  e x c h a n g e  p r i s o n e r s .  By J u n e  1,  C a p t a i n  
D a v i d  Boyd a n d  two o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  on T a y l o r ' s  s t a f f  w e r e  b a c k
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  C o l .  C. W. K i l l b o r n ,  May 8 , 1864 ,
i b i d .
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  C o l .  C. W. K i l l b o r n ,  May 2 7 ,  1 8 64 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1854 ,  1 8 6 0 - 6 5 ,  Box 2 .
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i n  A l e x a n d r i a .  T h e i r  e x c h a n g e  was c o n s i d e r e d  o f f i c i a l  when 
t h r e e  F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  c o m p a r a b l e  r a n k  w ere  r e t u r n e d  by 
t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s . ^
B e c a u se  he was i n  F e d e r a l  c u s t o d y  b e tw e e n  F e b r u a r y  7 
and  J u n e  1, 1864,  i t  m ig h t  be  a ssum ed  t h a t  D av id  Boyd m i s s e d  
one o f  t h e  m ost  s i g n i f i c a n t  c a m p a ig n s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War i n  
L o u i s i a n a .  As an a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  he  d i d .  B u t  a s  an  o b ­
s e r v e r  h e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r  p l a c e d .  On A p r i l  14, 
1864 ,  D av id  was on b o a r d  a  F e d e r a l  t r a n s p o r t ,  t h e  P o l a r  S t a r , 
a t  G ra n d  E c o r e ,  L o u i s i a n a .  The P o l a r  S t a r , b e i n g  u s e d  a s  a  
p r i s o n  s h i p ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  P o r t e r ' s  f l e e t  f ro m  G ra n d  E c o r e  
t o w a r d  S h r e v e p o r t  on A p r i l  7 .  As P o r t e r  w o rked  h i s  way s l o w ­
l y  u p s t r e a m  on A p r i l  8 , 9 ,  and  10 t o  a  p o i n t  abo v e  G ra n d  
Bayou,  G e n e r a l  R i c h a r d  T a y l o r  managed t o  s t o p  B a n k s ’s  f o r c e s  
a t  M a n s f i e l d  ( A p r i l  8 ) a n d  P l e a s a n t  H i l l  ( A p r i l  9 ) .  Banks 
r e t u r n e d  t o  G rand  E c o r e  t o  r e g r o u p ,  and  P o r t e r ,  f i n d i n g  t h e  
w a t e r  l e v e l  d a n g e r o u s l y  low, r e j o i n e d  h im  t h e r e  by A p r i l  14.  
D a v id ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  P o r t e r ' s  f l e e t  a n d  B a n k s ’s  a rmy,  saw 
a  c h a n c e  t o  be o f  s e r v i c e  t o  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r .  I n  t h e  m a r g i n s
o f  a  n e w sp a p e r  he  p e n c i l e d  a  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
and  numbers  o f  F e d e r a l  g u n b o a t s ,  t r o o p s ,  a n d  guns  he  h a d
53 O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , V I I ,  193 .  Though p r e s e n t  i n  
A l e x a n d r i a  f rom  J u n e  1 ,  D a v i d ’s  e x c h a n g e  was n o t  o f f i c i a l  
u n t i l  J u l y  2 5 ,  1864.
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h e a r d  a b o u t  o r  o b s e r v e d  w h i l e  a b o a r d  t h e  P o l a r  S t a r . A 
C o n f e d e r a t e  s u r g e o n ,  a l l o w e d  a b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  t o  t r e a t  s i c k  
p r i s o n e r s ,  p r o m i s e d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  p a p e r  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  Gener­
a l  T a y l o r .  But  h e  b r o k e  h i s  p r o m i s e ,  and  T a y l o r  d i d  n o t  r e ­
c e i v e  t h e  m essag e  u n t i l  t h e  n i g h t  o f  A p r i l  19 .  The C o n f e d ­
e r a t e  c a u s e  d i d  n o t  s u f f e r  f ro m  t h e  s u r g e o n ' s  b r o k e n  f a i t h .  
W h i le  p e r s o n a l l y  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  Banks a t  M a n s f i e l d  and  P l e a s ­
a n t  H i l l ,  T a y l o r  k e p t  a b r e a s t  o f  A d m i r a l  P o r t e r ' s  movements 
t h r o u g h  a s p e c i a l l y  d e t a i l e d  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  a s s i g n e d  t o  w a tc h  
t h e  r i v e r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  when h e  f i n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  D a v i d ' s
sm u g g le d  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  h e  o r d e r e d  a  copy  s e n t  t o  G e n e r a l
54E .  K i r b y  S m i t h ,  t h e n  on h i s  way t o  A r k a n s a s .
D av id  was c a p t u r e d  n e a r  A l e x a n d r i a ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  on 
F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1864;  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l s  a t  N a t c h e z ,  
M i s s i s s i p p i ,  on F e b r u a r y  7;  d e l i v e r e d  t o  New O r l e a n s  by Gen­
e r a l  Sherman as  o f  March 1; and  was a  p r i s o n e r  on a  Yankee 
t r a n s p o r t  a t  Grand  E c o r e  by A p r i l  14.  He was b a c k  i n  New 
O r l e a n s  a d d r e s s i n g  p e t i t i o n s  a nd  d e f i a n t  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  F e d ­
e r a l  Commandant o f  P r i s o n s  d u r i n g  May, and  n o t  f i n a l l y  r e ­
t u r n e d  t o  A l e x a n d r i a  u n t i l  J u n e  1 .  To l o c a t e  D av id  b e tw e e n
i - i i -  * -  —  ■ ■ —  ■ ■ ..................................  .
54David- Boyd t o  G e n e r a l  R. T a y l o r ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1864,  
Copy, i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box / 2 / ;  T a y l o r ,  
D e s t r u c t i o n  and  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 1 7 6 - 7 7 .
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F e b r u a r y  a n d  Ju n e  o f  1864 i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t .  B u t  t o  e x p l a i n  
h i s  b o a t  t r i p  b e tw e e n  A p r i l  4 a n d  A p r i l  18 i n v o l v e s  s p e c u l a ­
t i o n .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l s ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
She i 'm an 's  w i s h e s ,  w e re  t r y i n g  t o  e x c h a n g e  h im  a t  t h e  " f i r s t  
o p p o r t u n i t y . " ^  B u t  low w a t e r  and  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r  may h a v e  
a l t e r e d  t h e i r  p l a n s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  
e n t i r e  Red R i v e r  c a m p a ig n .  W h a tev e r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  D a v i d ' s  
e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  F e d e r a l  p r i s o n e r  was r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  a n d  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Few c a p t i v e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  
managed t o  e s c a p e  t h e  m onotony  o f  p r i s o n  l i f e  by t a l c in g  a 
r i v e r b o a t  e x c u r s i o n ;  f e w e r  s t i l l  f o u n d  f r i e n d s  and  c h am p ion s  
l i k e  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  Tecumseh Sherm an .
D a v id  r e j o i n e d  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r  a t  A l e x a n d r i a  j u s t  days  
b e f o r e  G e n e r a l  K i r b y  S m i t h  named Major  G e n e r a l  Joh n  G. W alk e r  
t o  r e p l a c e  T a y l o r  a s  commander o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  West 
L o u i s i a n a .  The c h an g e  r e f l e c t e d  f o r m a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  1h e
55G e n e r a l  W. T. Sherman t o  Mrs. She rm an ,  March 10 ,  
1864, i n  Howe ( e d . ) ,  Home L e t t e r s  o f  G e n e r a l  S h e rm a n , 2 8 5 .  
T h a t  D av id  was b a c k  i n  New O r l e a n s  f ro m  G ra n d  E c o r e  by A p r i l  
18 may be  d e d u c e d  f rom  two i n d i v i d u a l  p e t i t i o n s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
C o l o n e l  K i l l b o r n  and  d a t e d  May 8 and  May 2 7 ,  1864 .  The 
s e c o n d  p e t i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  was w r i t t e n  " a f t e r  b e ­
i n g  h e r e  t h r e e  w e e k s . "  T h i s  w o u ld  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  D a v id  was 
b a c k  i n  New O r l e a n s  by A p r i l  17 o r  18 .  D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l .  C. 
W. K i l l b o r n ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 2 ;
D av id  Boyd t o  C o l .  C. W. K i l l b o r n ,  May 2 7 ,  1864,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1854 ,  1 8 6 0 -6 5 ,  Box 2 .
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l o n g s t a n d i n g  b i t t e r n e s s  b e tw ee n  T a y l o r  and K i r b y  S m i th .
T a y l o r  u l t i m a t e l y  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  c r o s s  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
and  assum e  command o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  M i s s i s s i p p i  a n d  E a s t  
L o u i s i a n a .  O r i g i n a l l y  h e  was t o  t a k e  a s  many men w i t h  him 
as t h e  T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  c o u l d  s p a r e .  But  c o n t i n u e d  b i c k e r ­
i n g  b e tw e e n  T a y l o r  a n d  S m i th  and  w h o l e s a l e  d e s e r t i o n  on t h e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  a f f e c t e d  t r o o p s  n u l l i f i e d  t h e  p l a n .  S m i t h ' s  r e ­
f u s a l  t o  a l l o w  T a y l o r  t o  c h o o se  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  who w ou ld  
accompany h im  made m a t t e r s  e v en  w o r s e .  F i n a l l y ,  T a y l o r  
c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r  a l o n e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  A u g u s t ,  1864.
B e tw ee n  J u n e  1 a n d  J u l y  2 5 ,  1864, D a v id  w a i t e d  a t  
A l e x a n d r i a  f o r  h i s  f o r m a l  e x c h a n g e  t o  be a p p r o v e d .  He u s e d  
t h e  t i m e  t o  c o l l e c t  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s  w h i c h ,  a f t e r  h i s  
c a p t u r e ,  h a d  been  l e f t  w i t h  v a r i o u s  f r i e n d s . 5^ He a l s o  c o r ­
r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a f r i e n d  a t  D e p a r t m e n t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  
S h r e v e p o r t  a b o u t  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r ' s  r e m o v a l  f ro m  command. The 
f r i e n d ,  T. R. H e a rd ,  was c l e a r l y  on K irb y  S m i t h ' s  s i d e .  
T a y l o r ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  was " i n s u b o r d i n a t e "  and  " i n s o l e n t "  and  
t h e  t o o l  o f  v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c i a n s  who s o u g h t  t o  h a v e  K i rb y
56l V i n te r s ,  C i v i l  War i n  L o u i s i a n a , 3 8 0 - 8 2 ;  T a y l o r ,  
D e s t r u c t i o n  and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 1 8 8 - 9 0 ,  1 9 6 - 9 7 .
57 J .  B. J a r r e a u ,  J r .  t o  D» F .  Boyd, J u n e  17,  1864 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  Y/ar P a p e r s ,  Box 2 .
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58S m i th  rem oved  s o  t h a t  T a y l o r  c o u l d  t a k e  h i s  p l a c e .
A p p a r e n t l y  D a v id  was n o t  c o n v i n c e d .  E a r l y  i n  A u g u s t  h e  w r o t e  
L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  H. T.  D o u g l a s ,  C h i e f  o f  E n g i n e e r s  i n  t h e  
T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  f o l l o w  T a y l o r .  
T h i s  w o u ld  i n v o l v e  r e s i g n i n g  h i s  c o m m is s io n  b u t ,  a s  D a v id  e x ­
p l a i n e d  t o  C o l o n e l  D o u g l a s :  "He ^ T a y l o r /  was my f i r s t  & i s
now t h e  b e s t  f r i e n d  I  h a v e  i n  t h e  a r m y . "  A l t h o u g h  D o u g la s  
r e s p e c t e d  D a v i d ' s  f e e l i n g s ,  h e  r e f u s e d  t o  r e l e a s e  h im u n t i l  
a  s u i t a b l e  r e p l a c e m e n t  c o u l d  be  f o u n d .  D a v id  t r* ie d  a g a i n  
on A u g u s t  3 1 .  T h i s  t i m e  t h e  r e q u e s t  was d e n i e d  u n t i l  h i s  r e ­
p l a c e m e n t ,  C a p t a i n  C. M. R a n d o lp h ,  c o u l d  t a k e  o v e r  D a v i d ' s  
d u t i e s  a s  c h i e f  e n g i n e e r  f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  W est  L o u i s i a n a .
By O c t o b e r  1 , 1864 ,  R a n d o lp h  was r e a d y  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e .  D a v id
was f r e e  t o  j o i n  T a y l o r  i f  T a y l o r  h a d  a  p o s t  f o r  h im a n d  when
60Richm ond a p p r o v e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .
The m onth  o f  O c t o b e r  p a s s e d  a n d  no  w o rd  came f ro m  
T a y l o r  o r  R ichm ond .  M e a n w h i le ,  C o l o n e l  J o s e p h  L. B r e n t ,  f o r ­
m e r l y  C h i e f  o f  O r d i n a n c e  a n d  A r t i l l e r y  on T a y l o r ' s  s t a f f ,  made
58T. R. H e a r d  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J u l y  7 ,  1 864 ,  i b i d .
59  — —
D. F .  Boyd t o  L t .  C o l .  H. T.  D o u g l a s ,  A u g u s t  / ? / ,
1864;  H. T. D o u g la s  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  A u g u s t  9 ,  1864 ,  i b i d .
60
D. F .  Boyd t o  L t .  C o l .  I . N .  G a l l i h e r ,  A u g u s t  3 1 ,  
1864;  C. M. R a n d o lp h  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  1 ,  1864 ,  i b i d .
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D a v id  a t e m p t i n g  o f f e r .  B r e n t  was a b o u t  t o  be  named
commander o f  t h e  F i r s t  L o u i s i a n a  C a v a l r y  B r i g a d e ,  D i s t r i c t  o f
W est  L o u i s i a n a .  In  h i s  new p o s t  h e  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  an  a s s i s t a n t
a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l  an d  C a p t a i n  D a v id  Boyd  was h i s  c h o i c e  f o r  
6 Xt h e  p o s i t i o n .  D a v id  was i n  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  d i l e m m ^  b u t  
B r e n t  o f f e r e d  a  s i m p l e ,  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n .  D a v i d  s h o u l d  
w r i t e  T a y l o r ,  who w o u ld  s e e  t h a t  t h e  p e n d i n g  r e s i g n a t i o n  was  
d i s a l l o w e d  a t  R ichm ond .  D a v id  c o u l d  t h e n  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  
l o c a l l y  t o  B r e n t ' s  s t a f f ,  and  B r e n t  w o u ld  w r i t e  T a y l o r  t h a t  
h e  w a n te d  D a v i d ' s  s e r v i c e s .  I f  T a y l o r  o b j e c t e d ,  B r e n t  w o u ld
a n
a c q u i e s c e  a n d  D a v id  c o u l d  go t o  T a y l o r .  F o r  m o s t  men,
B r e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  B u t  
D a v id ,  w hose  s e n s e  o f  " d u t y "  and " l o y a l t y "  s u r p a s s e d  t h a t  o f  
m o s t  men, h a d  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  He e x p r e s s e d  th em  i n  a  l e t t e r  
w r i t t e n  t o  B r e n t  e a r l y  i n  November .  B u t  when h e  a r r i v e d  a t  
B r e n t ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  l a t e r  t h a t  m o n th ,  he  f o u n d  t h a t  B r e n t  
n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  h i s  l e t t e r .  F e a r i n g  t h a t  some " m i s u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g "  e x i s t e d  b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  G e n e r a l  B r e n t ,  D a v i d  d e c i d e d  t o  
61 C o l o n e l  H. T.  D o u g la s  t o  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  J .  L. 
B r e n t ,  O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  1864;  C o l o n e l  H. T .  D o u g la s  t o  C a p t a i n  D.
F .  Boyd, O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1 8 6 4 ,  i b i d . ; O f f i c i a l  R e c o r d s , 
XLI,  P t .  4 ,  p p .  1017 ,  1 019 ,  1140.
G e n e r a l  J .  L. B r e n t  t o  D. F .  Boyd, November 6 ,
1864,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e rs . ,  Box 2 .
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r e v i e w  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  a n o t h e r  
l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  on November 2 9 .  He b e g a n  by s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  
c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  l o s t  l e t t e r .  I n  i t  D av id  h a d  t h a n k e d  B r e n t  
f o r  o f f e r i n g  him s u c h  a  h i g h  o f f i c e ,  ’’b u t  t h i n k i n g  a n d  f  e e l -  
i n g  i t  t o  be  my d u t y  t o  go t o  G e n l .  T a y l o r  I  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  
a w a i t  h i s  p l e a s u r e  e v e n  i f  I s h d  s a c r i f i c e  m y s e l f  by s u c h  
c o u r s e . "  B e c a u se  he  was s u r e  t h a t  T a y l o r  w o u ld  c o n t a c t  h im 
s o o n ,  D a v id  h a d  a n s w e r e d  B r e n t  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  j o i n  h i s  s t a f f  
i n f o r m a l l y ,  w i t h o u t  a  c o m m iss io n  o f  any  s o r t .  When he  r e ­
c e i v e d  no r e p l y ,  he  a ssu m ed  t h a t  B r e n t  a g r e e d ,  and t h a t  mean­
w h i l e ,  B r e n t  was l o o k i n g  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t  a s s i s t a n t  a d j u t a n t  
g e n e r a l .  I n  t h e  November 29 l e t t e r  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  D av id  
s t i l l  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u ld  be b e t t e r  f o r  him n o t  t o  j o i n  B r e n t ' s  
s t a f f  " f o r m a l l y . "  B u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  make amends f o r  a l l  t h e  
c o n f u s i o n  and  d e l a y ,  h e  was p r e p a r e d  t o  f o l l o w  G e n e r a l  
B r e n t ' s  p r o p o s a l  o f  November 6 : t o  become B r e n t ' s  a s s i s t a n t
a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l  f o r m a l l y ,  s u b j e c t  t o  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r ' s  c a l l . ® ^  
I t  must  h a v e  b e e n  a  r e l i e f  t o  a l l  c o n c e r n e d  when a 
few weeks l a t e r  G e n e r a l  T a y l o r  r e l e a s e d  D a v id  f rom  any  o b l i ­
g a t i o n .  T a y l o r  w r o t e  t h a t  h e  h a d  no o p e n i n g s  on h i s  s t a f f ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  more o f f i c e r s  t h a n  men i n  h i s  command, and
fi3D av id  Boyd t o  G e n e r a l  J .  L. B r e n t ,  November 2 9 ,  
1S64, i b i d .
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t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  r e m a i n  t h e r e  l o n g  h i m s e l f . ® ^
A f t e r  t h e  Red R i v e r  c a m p a ig n  o f  1 36 4 ,  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a ­
t i o n s  i n  t h e  T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e p a r t m e n t  w e r e  c o n f i n e d  
l a r g e l y  t o  s m a l l  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  r a i d s  a n d  g u e r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s .  
D e s e r t i o n s  i n c r e a s e d  t r e m e n d o u s l y  a n d  " J a y h a w k e r s "  became a 
s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  a s  t h e  war  d r a g g e d  o n .  I n  December  o f  1864 
G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  B r e n t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  a r o u n d  
V i l l e  P l a t t e  a n d  O p e l o u s a s .  He a n d  many o f  h i s  s t a f f  moved 
t o  S t .  L a n d ry  P a r i s h  f r o m  t h e i r  b a s e  a t  Camp LeRoy S t a f f o r d  
on t h e  S e m in a r y  g r o u n d s  n e a r  P i n e v i l l e .  B u t  l i t t l e  was a c ­
c o m p l i s h e d ,  a n d  by m i d - J a n u a r y ,  1865 ,  G e n e r a l  B r e n t  a n d  m ost
6 oo f  h i s  men w e r e  b a c k  a t  Camp S t a f f o r d .
I f  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  b a d  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  t h e y  w e r e  e v en  
m ore  d i s c o u r a g i n g  i n  o t h e r  t h e a t e r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  From V i r ­
g i n i a  M in e r v a  Boyd w r o t e  o f  Y ankee  r a i d s  on  s a l t w o r k s ,  l e a d  
m i n e s ,  a n d  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s  i n  a n d  n e a r  W y t h e v i l l e .  G e o r g i a ,  
s h e  h a d  h e a r d ,  was " s u b j u g a t e d . "  " I f  R ichm ond f a l l s  I t h i n k  
t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y  i s  g o n e .  Your  f a t h e r  w o u ld  s m i t e  me i f  he
C A
L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  R i c h a r d  T a y l o r  t o  C a p t a i n  D. F .  
Boyd ,  December 16, 1 86 4 ,  i b i d .
65G e n e r a l  J .  L. B r e n t  t o  J u d g e  C. H. Mouton, Decem­
b e r  2 ,  1864 ,  i b i d . ; F .  S e i p  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1865,  
i b i d . , Box 3 .
I l l
cc
t h o u g h t  I h a d  e x p r e s s e d  s u c h  a n  o p i n i o n  e v e n  t o  y o u . " ” w
M in e rv a  Boyd may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  e x a g g e r a t i n g .  To
D a v i d ' s  r e m a r k  t h a t  s e n t i m e n t  f o r  r e u n i o n  was g r o w i n g  i n  t h e
W e s t ,  Thomas Boyd r e s p o n d e d ,  " I  w o u ld  r a t h e r  d i e  a  t h o u s a n d
d e a t h s  m y s e l f  & s e e  e v e r y  member o f  my f a m i l y  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h a n
t o  u n i t e  w i t h  t h e m  a g a i n .  L e t  u s  f i g h t  a s  l o n g  a s  we h a v e  a
man t o  d i e  . . . L e t  o t h e r  s t a t e s  do w h a t  t h e y  may, I  t r u s t
67V i r g i n i a  w i l l  n e v e r  a g a i n  go  i n t o  U n io n  w i t h  t h e  Y a n k e e s . "  
" O t h e r  s t a t e s "  w e r e  c l e a r l y  r e a d y  f o r  p e a c e .  C o l o n e l  H. T.  
D o u g l a s ,  c h i e f  e n g i n e e r  on G e n e r a l  K i r b y  S m i t h ' s  s t a f f ,  r e ­
t u r n e d  t o  S h r e v e p o r t  f rom  R ichm ond  i n  March o f  1 8 6 5 .  I n  a  
l e t t e r  t o  D av id  h e  d e s c r i b e d  A labam a ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  and  
G e o r g i a  as  " r o c k i n g  a n d  t o t t e r i n g "  t o  r u i n ,  shame a n d  d i s ­
g r a c e .  Only t h e  V i r g i n i a n s  h a d  any  " n o b i l i t y . "  V i r g i n i a ,  
w r o t e  D o u g la s ,  l o o k e d  t o  L o u i s i a n a  a n d  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  t o  s a v e  
t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y .  The T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e p a r t m e n t  m us t  o v e r ­
come i t s  " l e t h a r g y . "  I t  m u s t  n o t  w a i t  t i l l  t h e  Y a n k e e s  a p -
go
p e a r e d ;  i t  must  p r e s s  t h e  a t t a c k .
66M in e r v a  Boyd t o  D a v i d  Boyd, December  2 9 ,  1864 ,  i b i d . ,
Box 2 .
67T. J .  Boyd  t o  D a v id  Boyd, Decem ber  2 7 ,  1 86 4 ,  i b i d .
68C o l .  H. T .  D o u g la s  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  March 3 ,  1865,  
i b i d . , Box 3 .
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By A p r i l  19, 1 8 6 5 ,  word o f  L e e ' s  s u r r e n d e r  r e a c h e d  
L o u i s i a n a .  G e n e r a l  K i r b y  S m i th ,  h o p i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  f i g h t  
i n  t h e  T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e p a r t m e n t ,  d e l i v e r e d  a  s p e e c h  t o  
h i s  men on A p r i l  21 ,  He u r g e d  th em  t o  " p r o v e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  
t h a t  y ou r  h e a r t s  have  n o t  f a i l e d  i n  t h e  h o u r  o f  d i s a s t e r "  
a n d  t o  " s u s t a i n  t h e  h o l y  c a u s e . "  T ho se  who h e a r d  h i s  a p ­
p e a l  l i s t e n e d  w i t h  m ix e d  e m o t i o n s .  O t h e r s  h a d  l o n g  s i n c e  
d e s e r t e d  t h e  c a u s e  as  h o p e l e s s .  M e an w h i le ,  G e n e r a l  Jo h n  
P o p e ,  F e d e r a l  Commander o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i ,  o f ­
f e r e d  K i r b y  S m i th  t h e  s a m e  s u r r e n d e r  t e r m s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  Lee 
a t  A p p o m a t to x .  Sm ith  r e j e c t e d  them  a s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s  
s e n s e  o f  d u t y  and  h o n o r .  He a l s o  u r g e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r s  o f  
L o u i s i a n a ,  A r k a n s a s ,  T e x a s  and  M i s s o u r i  t o  m e e t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
d e c i d e  f u t u r e  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  A f t e r  a  c o n f e r e n c e  
i n  M a r s h a l l ,  T e x a s ,  on  May 13, t h e  g o v e r n o r s  i n s t r u c t e d  S m i t h  
t o  d i s b a n d  h i s  t r o o p s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  F e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a c ­
c e p t e d  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o t e c t  C o n f e d e r a t e  
c i t i z e n s  a n d  p r e s e r v e  p u b l i c  o r d e r .  W hile  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
c o n t i n u e d ,  d e s e r t i o n s  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  l a w l e s s  a c t s  m u l t i p l i e d .  
A t  S h r e v e p o r t ,  M a n s f i e l d ,  N a t c h i t o c h e s  and  A l e x a n d r i a  t h e r e  
was e x t e n s i v e  p i l l a g e  o f  g o v e rn m e n t  s t o r e s  by s o l d i e r s  a n d
®9Q u o t e d  i n  W i n t e r s ,  C i v i l  War i n  L o u i s i a n a , 4 1 8 - 1 9 .
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c i v i l i a n s .  T h o se  few t r o o p s  who r e m a i n e d  a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  w e re  
e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r e h e n s i v e .  B e c a u s e  t h e  c o u n t r y  was o v e r r u n  
w i t h  a rm e d  d e s e r t e r s ,  t h e y  f e a r e d  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s .
L e a r n i n g  t h a t  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e s  i n  T exas  w e r e  d e ­
s e r t i n g  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s ,  G e n e r a l  S m i th  moved h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
t o  H o u s to n ,  T e x a s ,  on May I S ,  1 8 6 5 .  T h e r e  he  h o p e d  t o  r a l l y  
t h e  f o r c e s  w h ic h  r e m a i n e d  a n d  f i g h t  t o  t h e  R io  G ra n d e  i f  
n e c e s s a r y .  G e n e r a l  S im on B u c k n e r ,  l e f t  i n  c h a r g e  a t  S h r e v e ­
p o r t ,  p r e p a r e d  t o  move a l l  t r o o p s  f r o m  W est  L o u i s i a n a  i n t o  
t h e  Lone S t a r  s t a t e .  He h a d  a l r e a d y  i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  s u b o r ­
d i n a t e s ,  M a jo r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  Hays a t  N a t c h i t o c h e s ,  an d  
B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  L. B r e n t  a t  A l e x a n d r i a ,  t o  "make a
show o f  r e s i s t a n c e "  a g a i n s t  a n  e x p e c t e d  Y ankee  a t t a c k  a l o n g
70t h e  Red R i v e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o v e r  h i s  w i t h d r a w a l .
B u t  n e i t h e r  Hays a t  N a t c h i t o c h e s  n o r  B r e n t ,  on t h e  
f r o n t  l i n e s  a t  A l e x a n d r i a ,  h a d  much f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  men. R e­
p l y i n g  t o  B r e n t ' s  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  o f  May 11 ,  Hays w r o t e :  " I t
i s  s a d  t o  s e e  o u r  c a u s e  g o i n g  t o  t h e  d e v i l  f o r  t h e  w a n t  o f  a
70
I b i d . , 4 2 1 - 2 5 ;  M ajo r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  Hays t o  G e n e r a l  
J .  L. B r e n t ,  May 8 , May 11 ,  1865;  c o p y  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom  
L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l  S .  B. B u c k n e r  t o  M a jo r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  H ays ,  
May 10,  1865;  C o l o n e l  H. T.  D o u g la s  t o  G e n e r a l  J .  L. B r e n t ,
May 11,  1 8 6 5 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 3 .
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l i t t l e  s p i r i t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  o u r  t r o o p s .  I f  t h e y  w o u ld  o n l y  
f i g h t  w i t h  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  I  w o u ld  s t i l l  b e  h o p e f u l .  More t h a n  
h o p e f u l — s a n g u i n e .  B u t  t h i s  I f e a r  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  d o . " ^  A 
few d a y s  l a t e r  Hays a d v i s e d  B r e n t , s h o u l d  t h e  enemy a d v a n c e  
on him i n  f o r c e ,  t o  d i s c o v e r  w ha t  t e r m s  o f  s u r r e n d e r  t h e  
F e d e r a l s  w o u ld  a c c e p t .  He a u t h o r i z e d  h im  t o  make any  t e m p o ­
r a r y -  c o n v e n t i o n  h e  f e l t  t o  be  p r o p e r .  T hose  o f f i c e r s  s t i l l  
p r e s e n t  i n  B r e n t ' s  command made t h e  sam e  r e q u e s t .  On May 18 ,  
i n  o r d e r  " t o  s a v e  o u r  S t a t e  f rom  f u r t h e r  and  u n n e c e s s a r y  
d e s o l a t i o n , "  t h e y  u r g e d  G e n e r a l  B r e n t  t o  t a k e  i m m e d ia t e  
s t e p s  t o w a r d  s e c u r i n g  " h o n o r a b l e  t e r m s  o f  c a p i t u l a t i o n .
B e c a u se  h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  no o f f i c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
f rom  G e n e r a l  Simon B u c k n e r  a n d  G o v e r n o r  Henry  W. A l l a n  a t  
S h r e v e p o r t ,  G e n e r a l  Hays was f o r c e d  t o  a c t  on h i s  own a u t h o r ­
i t y .  I n  a  g e n e r a l  o r d e r  h e  d i r e c t e d  G e n e r a l  B r e n t  a n d  two 
o t h e r s  t o  meet  w i t h  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  t o  a r r a n g e  
t e r m s  f o r  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  C o n f e d e r a t e  t r o o p s  a n d  p u b l i c  
p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  West L o u i s i a n a .  A l e t t e r  a c ­
c o m p a n y in g  h i s  f o r m a l  o r d e r  u r g e d  B r e n t  t o  t r e a t  w i t h  t h e
? l M a j o r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  Hays t o  G e n e r a l  J .  L. B r e n t ,
May 12 ,  1865,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,  Box 3 .
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Major G e n e r a l  H a r r y  Hays t o  G e n e r a l  J .  L. B r e n t ,
May 1 7 ,  May 18, 1865;  O f f i c e r s '  P e t i t i o n  t o  G e n e r a l  J .  L. 
B r e n t ,  May 18, 1865 ,  i b i d .
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enemy b e f o r e  he  h a d  n o t h i n g  l e f t  t o  s u r r e n d e r .  H i s  men, 
w r o t e  H a y s ,  w e r e  a  " l a w l e s s  m a s s , "  He h a t e d  t o  t u r n  them  
l o o s e  on  t h e  r o a d s  w i t h  guns  b u t  he  saw  no  o t h e r  c o u r s e .
As s s s i s t a n t  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l ,  D a v id  was p r i v y  t o  a l l  
o f  G e n e r a l  B r e n t ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  He was a l s o  " a  warm p e r ­
s o n a l  f r i e n d "  o f  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  H ay s ,  h a v i n g  s e r v e d  u n d e r  h im  
i n  V i r g i n i a .  When Hays a u t h o r i z e d  B r e n t  t o  s u r r e n d e r ,  D a v id  
w r o t e  h i s  o l d  commander a  p e r s o n a l  n o t e  o f  s u p p o r t .  He a s ­
s u r e d  h im  t h a t  t o  c o n t i n u e  f i g h t i n g  was h o p e l e s s :
I n  T e x a s  & L a .  t h e  army a n d  p e o p l e  a r e  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  
a c t i o n  o f  G en .  S m i th  & B u c k n e r ,  somehow t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  
l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  (e r r o n e o u s l y  I  h o p e )  t h a t  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  
a r e  a c t i n g  m ore  f o r  t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
t h a n  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  & t h e  c i t i z e n s  . . .
P o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  T e x a s  d i d  n o t  w a n t  L o u i s i a n a  t r o o p s  on h e r  
s o i l ,  D a v id  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  T e x a n s  m i g h t  r e t a l i ­
a t e  by a  " r e i n v a s i o n  o f  L a . "  w h e r e  p e o p l e  w e re  a l r e a d y  
s t a r v i n g .  "Do you  know, G e n e r a l ,  t h a t  many f a m i l i e s  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  / A l e x a n d r i a /  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  on h e r b s  & r o o t s  o f
t h e  E a r t h ? "  he  a s k e d .  "You a r e  now c a l l e d  on t o  s a v e  u s  f ro m
74o u r  m i s g u i d e d  f r i e n d s . "
73 G e n e r a l  O r d e r  No. 7 f ro m  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  Hays t o
G e n e r a l  J .  L. B r e n t ,  May 18 ,  1865;  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  Hays t o
G e n e r a l  J .  L. B r e n t ,  May 18,  -1865, i b i d .
i b i d .
74' D a v i d  Boyd t o  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  H ays ,  May 18 ,  1865 ,
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Even  t h e  " m i s g u i d e d  f r i e n d s "  s o o n  saw  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  
c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e .  On May 2 6 ,  1865 ,  G e n e r a l  Simon 
B u c k n e r ,  a c t i n g  f o r  G e n e r a l  E.  K i r b y  S m i t h ,  s u r r e n d e r e d  t h e  
T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  G e n e r a l  E .  R. S .  Canby i n  
New O r l e a n s .  S m i th  a p p r o v e d  B u c k n e r ' s  a c t  a  few  d a y s  l a t e r .  
T o g e t h e r  w i t h  s e v e r a l  C o n f e d e r a t e  c i v i l i a n  a n d  m i l i t a r y  l e a d ­
e r s ,  B u c k n e r  a n d  S m i th  e x i l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  M e x ico .  S e v e r a l  
o f  D a v id  B o y d ' s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  i n t e n d e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  com­
m a n d e r s ,  b u t  h e  p l a n n e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  On J u n e  5 ,  
h e  g a v e  h i s  p a r o l e  a n d  on  J u l y  19,  1 8 65 ,  he  t o o k  t h e  o a t h  o f
7 cz
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l .  H. T. D o u g l a s ,  J u n e  5 ,  1865; 
P a r o l e  o f  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  J u n e  5 ,  1865;  O a th  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  o f  
D a v i d  F .  Boyd,  J u l y  19 ,  1S65,  i b i d ; W i n t e r s ,  C i v i l  War i n  
L o u i s i a n a . 4 2 6 .
CHAPTER V
TAKING COMMAND
Even  b e f o r e  t h e  w ar  e n d e d  o f f i c i a l l y  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  
D a v id  Boyd was w o r k i n g  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  r e o p e n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  S e m i n a r y .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  week o f  J u n e ,  1865 ,  h e  
a s k e d  a f r i e n d ,  t h e n  on h i s  way t o  T e x a s ,  t o  v i s i t  G o v e r n o r  
J .  M ad ison  W e l l s  i n  New O r l e a n s .  W e l l s ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  R a p id e s  
P a r i s h  a nd  a U n i o n i s t ,  became g o v e r n o r  o f  o c c u p i e d  L o u i s i a n a  
i n  M arch ,  1 8 6 5 .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  s u r r e n d e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  Andrew 
J o h n s o n  r e c o g n i z e d  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  
T h r o u g h  h i s  e m i s s a r y ,  D a v id  u r g e d  G o v e r n o r  W e l l s  t o  r e o p e n  
t h e  S e m in a r y ;  t o  name h im  ( D a v id )  c u s t o d i a n  o f  t h e  Seminary 
b u i l d i n g s ;  t o  a p p o i n t  a  f u l l  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ;  a n d  t o  
r a i s e  f u n d s ,  a n d  t o  h i r e  a  f a c u l t y .  G o v e r n o r  W e l l s  r e s p o n d e d  
a t  o n c e  and  p o s i t i v e l y .  He a p p o i n t e d  a B o a r d  com posed  l a r g e ­
l y  o f  l e a d i n g  R a p i d e s  c i t i z e n s .  He named D a v id  a c t i n g  s u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t ,  a n d  he  f o r w a r d e d  h im  a c h e c k  f o r  $ 1 ,7 3 8  t o  c o v e r  




f a l l  s e s s i o n .
D a v id  w e n t  t o  t h e  S e m in a ry  on J u l y  2 5 ,  1 8 6 5 .  He 
f o u n d  t h e  g r o u n d s  o c c u p i e d  by F e d e r a l  t i ' o o p s  a n d  t h e  b u i l d ­
i n g s  e m p lo y e d  a s  a  h o s p i t a l .  He a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  com­
m ander  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  p o s s e s s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  F e d e r a l s  d i d  n o t  
t u r n  o v e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t o  h im  u n t i l  A u g u s t  16.  Two y e a r s  
o f  war  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n  h a d  t a k e n  a  h e a v y  t o l l .  F e n c e s  were  
g o n e ;  d o o r s  a n d  windows w e r e  m i s s i n g ;  f l o o r s  w e re  r o t t i n g ,  
a n d  t h e  r o o f  l e a k e d .  E ven  w o r s e ,  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  
s c i e n t i f i c  a p p a r a t u s  h a d  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  o r  c a r r i e d  o f f . ^  
D a v id  made an  e f f o r t  t o  s a l v a g e  w h a t e v e r  h e  c o u l d .  W i th  t h e  
p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  F e d e r a l  commander h e  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  i n  a  l o c a l  p a p e r :
NOTICE TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN!
Many p e r s o n s  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  a r e  known t o  h a v e  t a k e n  
f ro m  t h e  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  and  t o  h a v e  now i n  t h e i r  p o s ­
s e s s i o n ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  b o o k s  and  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  b e l o n g i n g
■^The money r e p r e s e n t e d  o v e r  $ 4 , 8 0 0  owed by  t h e  s t a t e  
t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  B ank  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
When c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  U. S .  c u r r e n c y  i t  a m o u n ted  t o  $ 1 , 7 3 8  o r  
a b o u t  t h i r t y - s i x  c e n t s  on t h e  d o l l a r .  D a v id  Boyd t o  Board  of 
S u p e r v i s o r s ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1865 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l ­
l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F. Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  
Box 4; W a l t e r  L. F l e m i n g ,  "The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m i n a r y ,
1 8 6 5 - 1 8 6 9 , "  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  A lu m n u s , V (1909-191Q), 
1 6 7 - 6 8 ;  A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , J u l y  2 6 ,  A u g u s t  2 3 ,  1865 .
2
D a v id  Boyd t o  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  Decem ber  2 ,
1865 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F .  Boyd L e t ­
t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 1 8 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
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t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n .  They a r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k e d  t o  
r e t u r n  t h e  same A t  O n c e , and  t h o s e  who h a v e  n o t  t h e  
means o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  f a c t  t o  me. 
F a i l i n g  t o  do s o  w i t h i n  t e n  d a y s ,  t h e i r  nam es  w i l l  be  
f u r n i s h e d  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  who w i l l  c a u s e  
them  t o  b e  a r r e s t e d  a n d  t r i e d  f o r  t h e f t .
D. F .  B o y d ,  A c t i n g  S u p t .
A p pro ved  by  Major  G e n .
J .  P .  H a w k in s 3
W h e th e r  D a v i d ' s  p u b l i s h e d  t h r e a t  p r o d u c e d  any  r e s u l t s  i s  n o t
r e c o r d e d .  The n o t i c e  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  i t
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  p i l l a g e  o f
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t h e  S e m i n a r y .  T h a t  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  d i d  s o  i s  c e r t a i n .  B u t  
t h e  F e d e r a l s  w i t h d r e w  i n  May o f  1 8 6 4 .  I f  S e m i n a r y  p r o p e r t y  
was s t i l l  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  A l e x a n d r i a  when  D av id  p r i n t e d  h i s  
n o t i c e ,  t h e  Y a n k e e s  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  h e l p . 5
A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , A u g u s t  2 3 ,  1 8 6 5 ,
4
W a l t e r  L. F l e m i n g  a s s i g n s  f u l l  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  s a c k ­
i n g  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  t o  G e n e r a l  "E. K i r b y  S m i t h . "  T h is  i s ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  a n  e r r o r ;  t h e  S m i th  t o  whom h e  r e f e r s  was  p r o b a b l y  
B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  T.  K i l b y  S m i th ,  commander o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  
1 7 t h  C o rp s  i n  t h e  Banks  E x p e d i t i o n  o f  1864.  T .  K i l b y  S m i t h ' s  
s u p e r i o r  was G e n e r a l  A. J .  S m i th ,  U. S .  1 6 th  C o r p s .  B o th  
S m i t h s ,  T .  K i l b y  a n d  A. J . , w e re  a c t i v e  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  
A l e x a n d r i a  u n t i l  t h e  Banks  e x p e d i t i o n  w i t h d r e w  i n  May, 1 8 6 4 ,  
a n d  b o t h  C o n f e d e r a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  a c c o u n t s  comment on t h e  
w a n to n  d e s t r u c t i o n  p e r p e t r a t e d  by men u n d e r  t h e i r  command. 
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 1 17 -21 ;  W i n t e r s ,  C i v i l  
War i n  L o u i s i a n a , 3 2 8 - 2 9 ,  3 7 3 - 7 4 .
5W i n t e r s  n o t e s  t h a t  " J a y h a w k e r s "  and e v e n  C o n f e d e r a t e  
t r o o p s  e n g a g e d  i n  e x t e n s i v e  p i l l a g e  a n d  a r s o n  d u r i n g  t h e  w i t h ­
d r a w a l  o f  F e d e r a l  f o r c e s  f ro m  t h e  Red  R i v e r .  T he  p o o r  may 
h a v e  b e e n  v e n t i n g  t h e i r  a g g r e s s i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r i c h  p l a n t e r s  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  U n i o n i s t s  l i k e  J .  M adison  W e l l s ,
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On S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1 8 6 5 ,  t h e  S e m in a r y  B o a rd  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s  met a t  A l e x a n d r i a ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  D a v id ,  whose  a c t ­
i n g  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c y  e n d e d  t h a t  d a y ,  was u n a n i m o u s l y  e l e c t e d  
t o  f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  p e r m a n e n t l y .  He was a l s o  d e s i g n a t e d  
t r e a s u r e r  a n d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h ,  a n d  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s  
a n d  l i t e r a t u r e .  The B o a rd  c r e a t e d  a n d  f i l l e d  f o u r  a d d i t i o n ­
a l  p r o f e s s o r s h i p s :  R i c h a r d  M. V e n a b l e ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  d r a w ­
i n g ,  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r e ;  J o h n  A. A. W e s t ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a n d  
n a t u r a l  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p h i l o s o p h y ;  E d w ard  Cunningham , 
c h e m i s t r y ,  m i n e r o l o g y ,  a n d  g e o l o g y ;  a n d  J .  P .  B e l l i e r ,  mod­
e r n  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  was d e c i d e d  t o  b e g i n  
c l a s s e s  on O c t o b e r  2 ,  1 8 6 5 .  I n  t h e  m e a n w h i l e ,  b a s e d  on 
D a v i d ' s  minimum e s t i m a t e s ,  t h e  B o a r d  u r g e d  G o v e r n o r  W e l l s  t o  
n e g o t i a t e  a  l o a n  t o  f i n a n c e  e s s e n t i a l  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  b u i l d ­
i n g  a n d  t o  p u r c h a s e  bo o k s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t . ®
The B o a r d  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  s e v e r a l  r e f o r m s  s u g g e s t e d
w hose  p l a n t a t i o n  was s e v e r e l y  v a n d a l i z e d  a n d  p l u n d e r e d ,  t h e  
m o t i v e  was c l e a r l y  p o l i t i c a l  r e v e n g e .  W i n t e r s ,  C i v i l  War i n  
L o u i s i a n a , 3 7 3 .
g
M i n u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s , L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g  a n d  M i l i t a r y  Academy, S e p te m b e r  
2 ,  S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  1865,  i n  P r e s i d e n t ’s  o f f i c e ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s ;  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e  Lou­
i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g  a n d  M i l i t a r y  Academy (New 
O r l e a n s ,  1 8 6 6 ) ,  4 - 7 ,  h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .
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by D av id  i n  a p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  "Memoranda o f  F a c t s  a n d  I d e a s  
f o r  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m i n a r y . "  He p r o p o s e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  
o f  a  p r e p a r a t o r y  d e p a r t m e n t  s o  t h a t  f o u r t e e n - y e a r - o l d s  m ig h t  
be  a d m i t t e d  t o  s u b - c o l l e g e  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 86 5 .
T hen ,  i n  1 8 6 6 - 6 7 ,  "we c a n  r a i s e  o u r  s t a n d a r d  o f  a d m i t t a n c e  
t o  t h e  C o l l e g i a t e  C l a s s e s — now s h a m e f u l l y  s o  low,  a l i t t l e  
k no w le d g e  o f  a r i t h m e t i c  o n l y  b e i n g  r e q u i s i t e . "  The c o u r s e  o f  
s t u d y  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  r e v i s i o n .  D a v id  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  " b u n g -  
l i n g l y  a r r a n g e d "  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a  s u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  
B o a rd  w o rk  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y  t o  c h a n g e  i t .  O t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  
c o n c e r n e d  t h e  s c h o o l  c a l e n d a r ,  t h e  f e e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and  
p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  r e v e n u e .  B u t  t h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  o f  
D a v i d ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c a l l e d  f o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  
m i l i t a r y  f e a t u r e  e n t i r e l y  a n d  c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n t o  
t h e  " C o l l e g i a t e  D e p t ,  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L a . "  A t  i t s  S e p ­
t e m b e r  m e e t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  a c c e p t e d  m os t  o f  D a v i d ' s  p r o p o s a l s  
b u t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s y s t e m  o f  d i s c i p ­
l i n e  o r  e n d o r s e  t h e  m e r g e r  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r -
7
s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
7
Memoranda o f  F a c t s  a n d  I d e a s  f o r  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
S e m in a r y ,  J u l y  1, 1865,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L. ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 2 - 6 5 ,  Box 1.
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  l o c a t e d  a t  New O r l e a n s ,  was 
a c t u a l l y  com p o sed  o f  a  s c h o o l  o f  law a n d  a  s c h o o l  o f  m e d i c i n e .  
I n  1865 i t  was n o t  o p e r a t i n g .  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  , 1 3 1 .
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When s c h o o l  b e g a n  on O c t o b e r  2 ,  1865 ,  o n l y  f o u r  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h r e e  p r o f e s s o r s  w e r e  on h a n d .  A f o u r t h  f a c u l ­
t y  member a r r i v e d  two w eeks  l a t e r ,  b u t  t h e  f i f t h ,  E dw ard  
C u nn ingham ,  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  u n t i l  1 8 7 0 .  M e a n w h i le ,  s t u d e n t s  
t r i c k l e d  i n .  By t h e  e n d  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1866 ,  f i f t y - f i v e  w e r e  
e n r o l l e d  a n d  more w e r e  e x p e c t e d .  C o n d i t i o n s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
s p a r t a n .  An e x h a u s t i v e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  on h a n d  on 
o p e n i n g  day  l i s t s  o n l y  two cham ber  p o t s .  H ow ever ,  r e l i e f  
was f o r t h c o m i n g .  G o v e r n o r  W e l l s  m anaged  t o  r a i s e  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  i n  
New O r l e a n s ,  u s i n g  a s  c o l l a t e r a l  t h e  a c c r u e d  i n t e r e s t  o f  
$ 3 2 , 0 0 0  owed by t h e  s t a t e  on  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  endowment f u n d  
f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 6 2 - 1 8 6 6 .  B u t  e v e n  D a v i d ' s  " c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
e n e r g y  a n d  z e a l "  a n d  h i s  " j u d i c i o u s  d i s b u r s e m e n t s "  c o u l d  n o t  
o f f s e t  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  p r e s s i n g  n e e d s .  I n  i t s  f i r s t  p o s t w a r  
R e p o r t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  A sse m b ly  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 6 ,  t h e  B o a r d  
r e q u e s t e d  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  " a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y "  r e p a i r s  a n d  
a n o t h e r  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  c h e m i c a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s ,  a n d  v o lu m e s  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y .  T h i s  was o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  
t h e  $ 3 2 , 8 0 0  i n t e r e s t  owed by t h e  s t a t e  on t h e  endowment f u n d  
a n d  a l r e a d y  p l e d g e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  l o a n  o b t a i n e d  by  G o v e r n o r
O
W e l l s .  The R e p o r t  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a n  u r g e n t  r e m i n d e r :
g
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  1 86 6 ,  p p .  4 - 3 0 ;  
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 1 3 2 - 3 3 .
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The B oard  b e g  t h e  members o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  A ssem bly  
n o t  t o  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  / i n c o m e /  i s  i n  a  
b a d l y  d e p r e c i a t e d  c u r r e n c y  a n d  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  c o u n t r y  
i s  r u n  w i l d  i n  p r i c e s  o f  l a b o r ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  p r o v i s i o n s ,  
f r e i g h t s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e . 9
B e c a u se  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  l i k e  t h a t  o f  a l l  
s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  was s o  i n e x t r i c a b l y  bound  u p  
w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  i t  w o u ld  be  h e l p f u l  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  t o  su m m ar ize  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i ­
s i a n a .  The p r e s i d e n t i a l  p h a s e  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a l r e a d y  
i n  p r o g r e s s  when D a v id  became s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S e m in a ry  
i n  1865.  As e a r l y  a s  December ,  1363,  P r e s i d e n t  Abraham L i n ­
c o l n  p u t  f o r w a r d  h i s  " t e n  p e r  c e n t "  p l a n  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  
s e c e d e d  s t a t e s .  The p r o p o s i t i o n  o f f e r e d  F e d e r a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  
f o r  any  g o v e rn m e n t  s e t  u p  i n  a  s e c e d e d  s t a t e  by o n e - t e n t h  o r  
more o f  t h e  number o f  p e r s o n s  v o t i n g  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  I86 0. 
G e n e r a l  N a t h a n i e l  P . B a n k s ,  F e d e r a l  commander o f  t h e  D e p a r t ­
ment o f  t h e  G u l f ,  o r d e r e d  a n  e l e c t i o n  o f  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  1864 .  M ic h a e l  Hahn, B a v a r i a n - b o r n  b u t  a  l o n g - t i m e  
r e s i d e n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  became g o v e r n o r  a n d  J .  Madison W e l l s ,  
a  U n i o n i s t  f ro m  R a p id e s  P a r i s h  who w en t  b e h i n d  F e d e r a l  l i n e s  
i n  1 862 ,  was e l e c t e d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  A s e c o n d  e l e c t i o n  
i n  March c h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n
q
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  1866 ,  q u o t e d  
i n  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 143.
124
a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  be  s e t  up 
u n d e r  t h e  a l t e r e d  d o c u m e n t .  By O c t o b e r ,  1S64 ,  L o u i s i a n a ’s 
f i r s t  " f r e e - s t a t e "  l e g i s l a t u r e  was r e a d y  t o  b e g i n  d e l i b e r a ­
t i o n s .  I t s  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o n v e n ­
t i o n ,  was d e c i d e d l y  U n i o n i s t . 10
F o l l o w i n g  P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n ' s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  i n  A p r i l ,  
1 86 5 ,  P r e s i d e n t  Andrew J o h n s o n  p r o c l a i m e d  a  g e n e r a l  a m n e s ty  
f o r  a l l  t h o s e  who t o o k  a n  o a t h  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  As a  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  t h e  S o u t h  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  
L o u i s i a n a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  o r  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  e l e c t o r a t e  i n  1 8 6 5 - 1 8 6 6 .  Mean­
w h i l e ,  G o v e r n o r  Hahn, t h e  f i r s t  " f r e e - s t a t e "  g o v e r n o r ,  r e ­
s i g n e d  t o  become a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s e n a t o r  a n d  h i s  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
J .  M ad ison  W e l l s ,  t o o k  o f f i c e .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  J o h n ­
s o n  a m n e s ty  p l a n ,  G o v e r n o r  W e l l s  o r d e r e d  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  
v o t e r s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a n  e l e c t i o n  o f  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  
b e  h e l d  on November 6 , 1 8 6 5 .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  h a rm o n y ,  th e  
d o m in a n t  f a c t i o n  o f  D e m o c r a t s  r e n o m i n a t e d  t h e  U n i o n i s t  W e l l s
10G e r m a in e  Memelo, "The D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S t a t e  Laws 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  N e g ro  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  1 8 6 4 - 1 9 0 0 "  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  
M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  1 - 6 .
F o r  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  s e e  
J o h n  Rose  F i c k l e n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  
T h ro u g h  186S ( B a l t i m o r e ,  1 9 1 0 ) ;  E l l a  Lonn, R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
L o u i s i a n a  A f t e r  186S (New Y o rk ,  1 9 1 8 ) ,  a n d  W i l l i a m  E .  H i g h -  
s m i t h ,  " L o u i s i a n a  D u r in g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n "  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  P h .  D. 
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 5 3 ) .
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t o  h e a d  t h e  t i c k e t .  The r e s u l t  was a  s t r o n g l y  D e m o c r a t i c  
s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  M e a n w h i le ,  c h a o t i c  l a b o r  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  
c e r t a i n  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  F r e e d m e n ' s  B u r e a u  o u t r a g e d  many 
L o u i s i a n a  p l a n t e r s .  As a  r e s u l t  t h e y  b r o u g h t  s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e  
on  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a d o p t  r e s t r i c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  r e g a r d i n g  
e x - s l a v e s .  I n  h i s  a n n u a l  m e s s a g e  G o v e r n o r  W e l l s  a d v i s e d  
c a u t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  l aw m a k e rs  i g n o r e d  h i s  c o u n s e l .  They e n a c t e d  
a  s e r i e s  o f  s t a t u t e s  d e s i g n e d ,  f ro m  t h e i r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t o  
r e s t o r e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  B u t  t o  
many n o r t h e r n  n e w s p a p e r s  a nd  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c r i t i c s ,  L o u i s i ­
a n a ' s  B l a c k  Code a n d  t h e  e v e n  h a r s h e r  c o d e s  o f  o t h e r  S o u t h e r n
s t a t e s ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  n o t h i n g  more  t h a n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  r e v e r s e
11t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  w a r .
W h i l e  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  l e g i s l a t u r e  m e t  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  
1 3 6 5 - 6 6 ,  P r e s i d e n t  Andrew J o h n s o n  and  t h e  R a d i c a l s  i n  C o n ­
g r e s s  e n g a g e d  i n  a  d u e l  w h ic h  w o u ld  s o o n  t a k e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
t h e  e m a n c i p a t e d  Negro  o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e s .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 6 ,  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  t h e  s e c o n d  
F r e e d m e n ' s  B u r e a u  b i l l .  S e c t i o n  s e v e n  e x t e n d e d  m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  a l l  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  f r e e d m e n  w hose  r i g h t s  w e r e  
d e n i e d  by l o c a l  law ,  c u s to m  o r  p r e j u d i c e .  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n
1  *1
AJ-Memelo, " S t a t e  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Negro i n  
L o u i s i a n a , "  1 5 - 2 7 .
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v e t o e d  i t  i n  F e b r u a r y .  The R a d i c a l s  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a  much 
more f a r - r e a c h i n g  m e a s u r e ,  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  b i l l  o f  18 6 6 .  I t  
c o n f e r r e d  c i t i z e n s h i p  on t h e  f r e e d m e n ,  g a v e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
c o u r t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  v i o l a t i o n  o f  any  
c i t i z e n ' s  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  o u t l a w e d  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  l o c a l  l e g i s ­
l a t i o n ,  a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  a c t  w i t h  
m i l i t a r y  a n d  n a v a l  p o w e r .  U n l i k e  t h e  F r e e d m e n ' s  B u re a u  b i l l ,  
t h i s  w o u l d  a f f e c t  t h e  N o r t h e r n  a s  w e l l  a s  e x - s l a v e  s t a t e s .
On March 2 7 ,  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n  v e t o e d  i t  a s  an  u n l a w f u l  a t ­
tem pt  b y  C o n g r e s s  t o  c o n t r o l  m a t t e r s  r e s e r v e d  by t h e  c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e s .  C o n g r e s s  o v e r r o d e  t h e  v e t o  a n d  s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  on A p r i l  3 0 ,  1866,  e n t e r t a i n e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  p r o ­
p o s i n g  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  Amendment. S e c t i o n  one  e s s e n t i a l l y  
r e s t a t e d  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  Act  o f  1 8 6 6 .  How ever ,  a s  T h ad d e u s  
S t e v e n s  c a n d i d l y  r e m a r k e d ,  i t  p l a c e d  t h a t  law  b e y o n d  t h e  
power o f  a  l a t e r  C o n g r e s s  t o  r e p e a l .  By J u n e  o f  1866 t h e  
F o u r t e e n t h  Amendment was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e s .  L o u i s i ­
a n a ' s  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a l r e a d y  a d j o u r n e d ,  d i d  n o t  c o n v e n e  i n  
r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  u n t i l  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 7 .  G o v e r n o r  W e l l s ,  by t h a t  
t im e  t h o r o u g h l y  a t  o d d s  w i t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h ,  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment " j u s t  a n d  p r o p e r "  a n d  a d v i s e d  
sp e e d y  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  G e n e r a l  
A ssem bly  v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  a g a i n s t  i t .  Many o f  t h e
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l e g i s l a t o r s  h a d  b e e n  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  a rm y o r
g o v e r n m e n t .  S e c t i o n  t h r e e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment w o u ld
b a r  them  f ro m  v o t i n g  o r  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e  u n l e s s  p a r d o n e d  by a
t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  C o n g r e s s .  More o d i o u s
s t i l l ,  f ro m  t h e i r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  Amendment
12appeai*ed  t o  b e s t o w  t h e  s u f f r a g e  on t h e  e x - s l a v e .
L o u i s i a n a  p r o v i d e d  t h e  R a d i c a l s  i n  C o n g r e s s  w i t h  one
more  a r g u m e n t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n :  a r a c e  r i o t .  In  
t h e  summer o f  1366 a  f a c t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  R e p u b l i c a n s  s o u g h t  
t o  r e c o n v e n e  t h e  1864 c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  New O r­
l e a n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  b a l l o t  f o r  f r e e d m e n  a n d  t o  a s ­
s u r e  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  s t a t e  o f f i c e s .  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  o c c u p i e d  
t h e  c i t y  b u t  h a d  no  o r d e r s  t o  a c t  i n  c a s e  o f  t r o u b l e .  C i t y  
o f f i c i a l s ,  known t o  be  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  g a t h e r i n g ,  w e r e  e x ­
p e c t e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r .  A p r o c e s s i o n  o f  N e g ro e s  m a r c h e d  
t o w a r d  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  s i t e ,  s e t t i n g  o f f  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o n ­
f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e  c i t i z e n r y  a n d  c i t y  p o l i c e .  When 
t h e  s h o o t i n g  s t o p p e d ,  t h i r t y - s e v e n  N e g ro e s  a nd  t h r e e  w h i t e s  
l a y  d e a d ;  119 N e g r o e s  and  s e v e n t e e n  w h i t e s  s u f f e r e d  w ounds .
*i n
The p o l i c e  l o s t  one  k i l l e d  a n d  t e n  i n j u r e d .  °
1 2 I b i d . , 2 7 - 3 6 .
•*-2F i c k l e n ,  H i s t o r y  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  169; J .  G. 
R a n d a l l  a n d  D a v id  D o n a ld ,  The  C i v i l  War a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
( B o s t o n ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  5 S 7 -S S .
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The New O r l e a n s  r i o t ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e s ,  
t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  B l a c k  C o d e s ,  a n d  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
F o u r t e e n t h  Amendment c o n v i n c e d  t h e  R a d i c a l s  i n  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  
S o u t h e r n  b l a c k s  w e re  n o t  s a f e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  S o u t h e r n  
w h i t e s .  The M i l i t a r y  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  A c t s  o f  1867 w e r e  t h e  
r e s u l t .  C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  r e t u r n e d  t h e  S o u t h  t o  
m i l i t a r y  r u l e ;  r e q u i r e d  t h e  s t a t e s  t o  f r a m e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n s  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  Negro  s u f f r a g e  b u t  d i s q u a l i f y i n g  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  
l e a d e r s  f ro m  v o t i n g  o r  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e ;  r e q u i r e d  r a t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  Amendment b e f o r e  a s t a t e  c o u l d  be  r e p r e ­
s e n t e d  i n  C o n g r e s s ;  empowered  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders  i n  e a c h  
d i s t r i c t  t o  b e g i n  a r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s  i n c l u d i n g  N e g r o e s ,  
s o  t h a t  s u i t a b l e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  c o u l d  be  a d o p t e d  w i t h o u t  d e l a y ,  
an d  v e s t e d  t h e  power o f  a p p o i n t m e n t  an d  r e m o v a l  i n  t h e  m i l ­
i t a r y  commanders  o f  e a c h  d i s t i ’i c t  w h e r e a s  b e f o r e  i t  h a d  b e e n  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  p r e r o g a t i v e . 14
The M i l i t a r y  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  A c t s  g r o u p e d  t h e  
e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  s t a t e s  i n t o  f i v e  d i s t r i c t s .  G e n e r a l  P h i l i p  H. 
S h e r i d a n  commanded t h e  F i f t h  D i s t r i c t  c o m p r i s e d  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
a n d  T e x a s .  B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  a r b i t r a r y  p o l i c i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  
v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  c i v i l  o f f i c i a l s  (among
14R a n d a l l  a n d  D o n a ld ,  C i v i l  War a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
5 9 5 - 6 0 0 ;  Lonn,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a , 4 - 5 .
th e m  G o v e r n o r  W e l l s ) ,  S h e r i d a n  was s o o n  r e p l a c e d  by G e n e r a l  
W i n f i e l d  S c o t t  H a n c o c k .  By S e p t e m b e r ,  1867 ,  L o u i s i a n a  
v o t e r s ,  b l a c k  and  w h i t e ,  w e n t  t o  t h e  p o l l s  t o  s e l e c t  d e l e ­
g a t e s  t o  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  The m em bers ,  h a l f  o f  
whom w e r e  b l a c k ,  m et  i n  New O r l e a n s  i n  November a n d  s p e n t  
t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  m on ths  f r a m i n g  t h e  new o r g a n i c  
l a w .  I n  A p r i l ,  1 8 6 8 ,  L o u i s i a n a  v o t e r s  r a t i f i e d  i t  a n d  c h o s e  
s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s .  H e n ry  C la y  Warmoth a n d  O s c a r  J .  Dunn, a 
N e g r o ,  became g o v e r n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
M e a n w h i le ,  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  a  law  r e a d m i t t i n g  L o u i s i a n a  a n d  
f i v e  o t h e r  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  U n io n  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e i r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  Amendment,  By t h e  e n d  
o f  J u l y ,  1 868 ,  C o n g r e s s  s e a t e d  L o u i s i a n a ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
t h e  n e w l y - e l e c t e d  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d ,  a n d  t h e
m i l i t a r y  commander t u r n e d  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t
15o v e r  t o  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s .
I t  was a g a i n s t  t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m ic  
a n d  s o c i a l  u p h e a v a l  t h a t  D a v id  Boyd s o u g h t  t o  r e o p e n  a n d  r e ­
v i t a l i z e  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g .  As 
a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  R e p o r t  s u b m i t t e d  by t h e  B o a r d  t o  t h e
1 ^G a r n i e  W i l l i a m  M cG in ty ,  H i s t o r y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  (New 
Y o rk ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  2 1 1 - 2 1 2 ;  R a n d a l l  a n d  D o n a l d ,  C i v i l  War a n d  R e ­
c o n s t r u c t i o n , 6 1 8 - 1 9 ;  E.  M e r to n  C o u l t e r ,  The S o u t h  D u r i n g  
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  1 8 6 5 - 1 8 7 7  ( B a to n  R o u ge ,  1 9 4 7 ) ,  1 3 2 - 3 8 .
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G e n e r a l  A ssem b ly  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 6 ,  t h e  S e m i n a r y ’s  f i r s t  a n d  
m os t  p r e s s i n g  n e e d  was money.  To s e c u r e  i t ,  D a v id  w e n t  t o  
New O r l e a n s  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  C h r i s t m a s ,  1865 ,  t o  p l e a d  w i t h  
t h e  l a w m a k e r s .  T h e r e  he  e m b a rk e d  on a  s e c o n d  c a r e e r ,  l o b b y ­
i n g ,  w h i c h  l a s t e d  a s  l o n g  a s  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l .  
I n d e e d ,  l o b b y i n g  o f t e n  a b s o r b e d  more o f  h i s  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  
t h a n  h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and  p r o f e s s o r .  
S u c c e s s f u l  i n  h i s  f i r s t  v e n t u r e  among t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  D a v id  
p r o c l a i m e d  on h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p i n e y  woods i n  March ,  1866 ,
t h a t  " t h e  e x i s t e n c e  & c o m p l e t e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  s h d
1
now be  c o n s i d e r e d  a  f i n a l  f a c t . "
D a v id  was u n d u l y  o p t i m i s t i c .  By 1867 t h e  p o l i t i c a l
p i c t u r e  was c l o u d i e r  t h a n  e v e r .  L o u i s i a n a ' s  c o n s e r v a t i v e
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  u n c e r t a i n  a s  t o  w h a t  l a y  a h e a d  b u t  f e a r i n g  t h e
w o r s t ,  made t w o - y e a r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  a l l  s t a t e  i n s t i t u -
17t i o n s ,  t h u s  i n s u r i n g  t h e  S e m in a r y  some in co m e  u n t i l  1869 .
B u t  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e n  t h e  R a d i c a l  p r e s s  i n  New O r l e a n s  b e g a n  
t o  a t t a c k  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  a  h o t b e d  o f  u n r e g e n e i ’a t e  r e b e l s .  I n  
A u g u s t ,  1867 ,  t h e  New O r l e a n s  R e p u b l i c a n  p r i n t e d  a  s e r i e s  o f
■I C
D a v id  Boyd t o  t h e  S t u d e n t s  and  F a c u l t y  o f  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m i n a r y ,  March 15 ,  1866 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  
L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,
1 8 6 6 - 6 9 ,  Box 1.
17 F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 1 4 2 - 4 3 .
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l e t t e r s  s i g n e d  " L o y a l i s t "  w h ic h  l a b e l e d  t h e  S e m in a r y  " a n
e n c l a v e  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y . "  I n s t e a d  o f  r e f l e c t i n g  " t h e  new
o r d e r  o f  i d e a s — one common c o u n t r y ,  a n d  f r e e d o m  a n d  e q u a l i t y
t o  a l l , " t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was a " s t r o n g h o l d  o f  r e b e l  s p i t e  and
r e s i s t a n c e . "  S e c e s s i o n i s t s  s e r v e d  on t h e  B o a rd ;  e x - r e b e l
s o l d i e r s  o r  t h e i r  s o n s  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  s t u d e n t  bo dy ;  a n d  f o u r
e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  m a j o r s  made up t h e  a c a d e m ic  s t a f f .  And,
" a s  i f  t h e  s p i t e  was n o t  s t i n g i n g  e n o u g h ,  t h e  p i r a t e  R a p h a e l
Semmes was a d d e d  . . .  i n  d e r i s i o n  o f  a l l  d e c e n c y ,  a s
1 8p r o f e s s o r  o f  m o r a l  p h i l o s o p h y . "  " L o y a l i s t "  f o l l o w e d  up  
h i s  f i r s t  l e t t e r  w i t h  a  s e c o n d  on A u g u s t  11 ,  1 3 6 7 .  T h i s  one 
o u t l i n e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  c h a r g i n g  t h a t  f i r e -  
e a t i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  "m addened  by t h e  venom o f  s e c e s s i o n , "  
d i s t o r t e d  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n t e n t  a n d  a c t e d  t r e a c h e r o u s l y  when 
t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c o m b i n a t i o n  s e m i n a r y  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  
m i l i t a r y  aca d em y .  irW e l l  m ig h t  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  p l a c e  w i t h  
t h e i r  l e f t  h a n d  t h e  o f t e n  q u o t e d  i n s c r i p t i o n :  "By t h e  L i b ­
e r a l i t y  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t ,  t h e  U n io n ,  E s t o  p e r p e t u a 1 
o v e r  t h e  p o r t a l  o f  t h e  s e m i n a r y  w h i l e  t h e i r  r i g h t  h a n d  d i s ­
p l a y e d  t h e  d a g g e r  t h a t  was  t o  m u r d e r  t h e  U n i o n . "  " L o y a l i s t "
18AOL e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  s i g n e d  " L o y a l i s t , "  New O r l e a n s  
R e p u b l i c a n , A u g u s t  10 ,  1 8 6 7 .  " L o y a l i s t "  s o m e t i m e s  s i g n e d  h im ­
s e l f  " L o y a l t y . "  The f i r s t  t e r m  i s  u s e d  h e r e  t h r o u g h o u t .
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e n d e d  by  p r a i s i n g  E x - p r o f e s s o r  A n tho n y  V a l i a s  f o r  h a v i n g  
b e e n  an  o b s t a c l e  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  t h e  x’e b e l  e l e m e n t s  a t  t h e  
S e m in a r y  d u r i n g  1 3 6 0 - 6 1 .  F i n a l l y ,  a  t h i r d  l e t t e r  f rom  
" L o y a l i s t "  a c c u s e d  t h e  S e m i n a r y ’s  f o u n d e r s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
t h e  s c h o o l  i n  R a p i d e s  P a r i s h  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  so n s  
f ro m  c o n t a c t  w i t h  hu m b le  m e c h a n i c s ,  t r a d e s m e n ,  a n d  a b o l i ­
t i o n i s t  s e n t i m e n t .  L o g i c a l l y ,  a r g u e d  " L o y a l i s t , "  t h e  fu nd s  
t o  s e t  u p  t h e  s c h o o l  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  c o l ­
l e g i a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i n  New 
O r l e a n s .  B u t  t h e  " l o r d s  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  t h e  l o r d s  o f  c o t t o n  
a n d  s u g a r , "  p r e f e r r e d  t o  l o c a t e  i t  i n  t h e  " f i r e - e a t i n g  r e ­
g i o n s  o f  t h e  Red R i v e r  . . .  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  R a p i d e s ,  t h e  
c h i e f  s e a t  o f  g a m b l i n g ,  d r u n k e n e s s  a n d  c h i v a l r o u s  r o w d y i s m ."  
The s i t e  c h o s e n  was t o o  c l o s e  t o  A l e x a n d r i a  f o r  t h e  " m o ra l s  
o f  t h e  p l a c e . "  " L o y a l i s t "  c o n c l u d e d  by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
S e m in a r y  was some s o r t  o f  p a s t o r a l  b r o t h e l :
We h a v e  h e a r d  o f  c a r a v a n s  o f  l a d i e s  i n v a d i n g  t h e  
s e m i n a r y ,  a s s i s t i n g  t o  t h e  d r i l l ,  i m p o r t u n i n g  t h e  
f a c u l t y  f o r  f r e q u e n t  h o p s ,  and  e v e n  o f  t h e i r  s p e n d i n g  
n i g h t s  w i t h i n  t h e  s a c r e d  p r e c i n c t s  o f  t h i s  t e m p l e  of  
s c i e n c e .  We h a v e  h e a r d  o f f i c e r s  c h a r g i n g  one  a n o t h e r  
w i t h  k e e p i n g  a d i s o r d e r l y  h o u s e ,  a n d  f e m a l e  n e i g h b o r s  
f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e
19 L e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  s i g n e d  " L o y a l i s t , "  New O r l e a n s  
R e p u b l i c a n , A u g u s t  11 ,  1 867 .
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2 0f a v o r i t e s  o f  t h e  p l a c e .
The a t t a c k s  o f  " L o y a l i s t "  d i d  n o t  go u n c h a l l e n g e d .
The L o u i s i a n a  D e m o c r a t , an  A l e x a n d r i a  p a p e r ,  r em e m b e red ,  
s a r c a s t i c a l l y ,  t h a t  t h e  p r e - w a r  " a i d e r s  a n d  a b e t t o r s  o f  
T r e a s o n "  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  men l i k e  G e n e r a l s  W i l ­
l i a m  T.  Sherm an a n d  G. Mason Graham ,  t h e  l a t t e r  t h e  "m os t  
u n c o m p r o m is in g  U n io n  man i n  t h e  S o u th  t i l l  h o s t i l i t i e s  h a d  
a c t u a l l y  b e g u n . "  As f o r  D r .  V a l i a s ,  t h e  D em o cra t  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  " s a i d  l o y a l  D o c t o r  u s e d  t o  p r e a c h  s e c e s s i o n  i n  h i s  
c l a s s - r o o m  and  a l t o g e t h e r  b l e w  t h e  l o u d e s t  ' s e c e s h '  h o r n  i n  
t h e s e  p a r t s  t i l l  h i s  t r e a c h e r y  t o  and  s u d d e n  d e s e r t i o n  f ro m
t h e  S o u t h e r n  c a u s e  i n  1 8 6 1 . "  " L o y a l i s t , "  t h e  p a p e r  c o n c l u d e d ,
21must  be  c o u n t e d  " a  f o o l  o r  a  k n a v e ,  o r  p e r h a p s  b o t h . "  The 
c h a r g e s  o f  im m o ra l  c o n d u c t  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  w e re  p r o b a b l y  
n o t  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  by e v en  t h e  m os t  a r d e n t  R a d i c a l s .  B u t  
" L o y a l i s t ' s "  a t t a c k s  on t h e  s c h o o l  and  i t s  m anagem ent  f o r  i t s
20 L e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  s i g n e d  " L o y a l i s t , "  New O r l e a n s  
R e p u b l i c a n , A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1867.  I f  t h e  w o m e n fo lk  o f  R a p i d e s ,  
s i n g l y  o r  i n  c a r a v a n s ,  s p e n t  many n i g h t s  w i t h i n  t h e  " s a c r e d  
p r e c i n c t s "  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  t h e y  m ust  h a v e  b e e n  a h a r d y  l o t .  
The c a d e t s  s l e p t  on  t h e  f l o o r  u n t i l  1 8 86 .  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i ­
a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 4 5 8 - 9 .
21A l e x a n d r i e  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , A u g u s t  2 1 ,  1 8 6 7 .  F o l l o w ­
i n g  " L o y a l i s t ' s "  a t t a c k  on S e m i n a r y  m o r a l s  and  R a p i d e s  women, 
t h e  o u t r a g e d  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  D e m o c ra t  b r a n d e d  " L o y a l i s t "  a  
" l i a r  a n d  a d e f a m e r  . . . t h e r e  i s  b u t  one  c o d e  o f  h o n o r  a p -  
p l i c a b l e - - a  good  s t o u t  c o w h id e  w e l l  a p p l i e d  t o  h i s  b a c k . "
I b i d . , S ep tem b er  1 1 , 1 8 6 7 .
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f r a n k l y  C o n f e d e r a t e  c h a r a c t e r  w e re  c e r t a i n l y  w e l l - f o u n d e d .  
D a v i d ' s  f i r s t  a c a d e m ic  b o a r d  was i n d e e d  composed  o f  " f o u r
OO
r e b e l  m a j o r s " — h i m s e l f ,  V e n a b l e ,  W e s t ,  a n d  C unn ingham .
They w e r e  s o o n  o u t r a n k e d ,  a s  " l o y a l i s t "  n o t e d ,  when A d m i r a l
Semmes j o i n e d  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 7 .  What " L o y a l i s t "
d i d  n o t  know was t h a t  D a v i d  a l s o  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o
h i r e  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  W h e e le r  and  t h e  n a v a l  o f f i c e r ,  Matthew
23
F .  Maury i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 6 6 .
Members o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  B o a r d  w e r e  j u s t  a s  " u n r e c o n ­
s t r u c t e d "  a s  t h e  f a c u l t y .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  s u p e r v i s o r ,  B a r ­
th o lom ew  E g a n ,  e m p h a t i c a l l y  drew t h e  l i n e  a t  w h a t  " L o y a l i s t "  
c a l l e d  " t h e  new o r d e r  o f  i d e a s — one common c o u n t r y ,  an d  f r e e ­
dom a n d  e q u a l i t y  t o  a l l . " S p e a k i n g  a t  commencement e x e r ­
c i s e s  i n  J u n e ,  1 8 6 6 ,  D r .  Egan  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  s l a v e r y  was d e a d  
and  h e  w o u ld  n o t  r e s t o r e  i t  i f  h e  c o u l d .  B u t ,  h e  c r i e d ,  "God 
h a s  n e v e r  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e m ,  an d  we c a n  n e v e r  c o n c e d e  t o
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^ P r o f e s s o r  V e n a b l e ,  a  V i r g i n i a n ,  was c e r t a i n l y  u n r e -  
p e n t e n t .  In  J u l y ,  1866,  h e  w r o t e  D a v i d  f rom  t h e i r  home s t a t e  
o f  t h e  j o y  h e  f e l t  a t  f i n d i n g  V i r g i n i a  s o  " u n i t e d  a n d  d i g n i ­
f i e d "  i n  m i s f o r t u n e .  "The F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t , "  h e  c o n f i d e d ,  
" i s  r o t t e n  a n d  p e w e r l e s s .  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  t h e  e y e  o f  an  e a g l e  
a n d  pow er  o f  a  l i o n  s t a n d s  r e a d y  t o  s p r i n g  on h e r  t h e  moment 
h e r  f o r e i g n  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  may j u s t i f y  a  hope  o f  s u c c e s s .  I t  
i s  a s  t r u e  now a s  i t  e v e r  w a s — t h e  f i r s t  gun f i r e d  a t  F o r t  
S u m te r  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  U n i o n . "  R. M. V e n a b l e  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, 
J u l y  7 ,  1866 ,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  
Box 1 2 .  The " f o r e i g n  c o m p l i c a t i o n "  i n v o l v e d  F r a n c e  and  
M a x i m i l l i a n  i n  M ex ico .
23D. F .  Boyd t o  S .  B. R o b i n s o n ,  November 13 ,  1866,  i n
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t h e m ,  p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y .  NeverJ  N e v e r T w o  
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 863 ,  b o a r d  member G. Mason Graham 
was e q u a l l y  a d a m a n t .  I n  h i s  r e p l y  t o  a  p r o s p e c t i v e  p r o f e s ­
s o r  he  w r o t e :  "We o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a r e  f r a n k l y  a  w h i t e  m an ’s
p a r t y ,  a n d  n e g r o p h i l i s t s  , / s i c / ,  o r  t h o s e  i n  s y m p a th y  w i t h  
th em ,  c a n  f i n d  no f a v o r  i n  o u r  e y e s . "  D e s c r i b i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  
t h e  N e g r o ' s  f r i e n d ,  Graham w r o t e  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  u p h o l d  t h e  
b l a c k  man i n  " a l l  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  b u t  n e v e r  i n  P o l i t i c a l  a n d
S o c i a l  E q u a l i t y  . . . a n d  t h i s  . . .  i s  t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g
2 5o f  t h e  g e n t l e m e n  h e r e . "
One f e a t u r e  w h i c h  r e n d e r e d  t h e  S e m in a r y  p o t e n t i a l l y  
v e r y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  was t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  
s y s t e m .  " B e n e f i c i a r i e s "  w e r e  c a d e t s  who r e c e i v e d  a S e m in a r y
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5;  A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , 
November 2 8 ,  1866; B a r th o lo m e w  E g an  t o  D av id  B oyd,  November 
2 0 ,  1866 ,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  f i l e ,  Box 
8 . Semmes j o i n e d  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 7 ,  and  l e f t  a  
few w eeks  l a t e r  t o  become e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Memphis B u l l e t i n . E. 
M e r ton  C o u l t e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  Semmes was " f o r c e d  o u t "  o f  t h e  
S e m in a r y  b y  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e ,  b u t  E l i z a b e t h  C. B o t t  a t ­
t r i b u t e s  h i s  s h o r t  s t a y  t o  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  a g e  b e tw e e n  
Semmes a n d  t h e  o t h e r  p r o f e s s o r s .  C o u l t e r ,  S o u t h  D u r i n g  R e­
c o n s t r u c t i o n , 196; E l i z a b e t h  C. B o t t ,  " A d m i r a l  Semmes, C. W. 
N . , "  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  B u l l e t i n , I I  ( 1 9 1 1 ) ,  8 , i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) p a p e r s ,  p r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1 9 1 0 - 1 3 ,  Box 2 1 .
24 Commencement A d d r e s s  by  D r .  B a r th o lo m e w  E g an ,  Loui­
s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a ry  a n d  M i l i t a r y  Academy, J u n e  2 9 ,  1 8 6 6 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 0 - 6 9 ,  P r i n t e d  p a m p h l e t s ,  Box 2 0 .
25G. Mason Graham t o  F .  V. H o p k i n s ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1 8 68 ,  
i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 S 5 4 -8 6 ,  Box 6 .
e d u c a t i o n  a t  s t a t e  e x p e n s e .  When t h e  s c h o o l  b e g a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t h e  s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  o n l y  s i x t e e n  b e n e f i c i a i ' y  c a d e t s .  The 
r e s t  p a i d  t u i t i o n  a n d  b o a r d .  B u t  v e r y  s h o r t l y  t h e  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number o f  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  t o  f i f t y - e i g h t .
By 1867 ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  m i l i t a r y  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e g a n  i n  L o u i s i ­
a n a ,  t h e  l aw m a k ers  r a i s e d  t h e  number  t o  n i n e t y - e i g h t  and  
a g r e e d  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 4 00  e a c h  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  B e c a u s e  
s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  c a d e t s  c o m p r i s e d  s o  much o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  
s t u d e n t  body  ( a n d  b r o u g h t  i n  s u c h  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  i t s  r e v ­
e n u e ) ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  p a r i s h  p o l i c e  j u r i e s  o r ,  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  d e s i g n a t e d  s t a t e  c a d e t s ,  some 
f e a r e d  t h a t  b l a c k  y o u t h  w o u l d  be  s e n t  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  i f  
N e g ro e s  won c o n t r o l  o f  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t . ^ ®  R. M. L u s h e r ,  a  
f o r m e r  s t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  a  member o f  t h e  
S e m in a r y  B o a r d  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P e a b o d y  f u n d  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  
was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  R a d i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  m ea n t  t o  w in  c o n t r o l  
o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  a n d  i n t e g r a t e  i t s  s t u d e n t  b o d y .  He i n f o r m e d  
D a v id  i n  A u g u s t ,  1867 ,  o f  a  R a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  m e e t i n g  a t  
w h ic h  e x - p r o f e s s o r  A n th o ny  V a l i a s  u r g e d  t h e  new " m ix e d "  s c h o o l  
b o a r d  o f  New O r l e a n s  t o  s e t  a s i d e  t h e  l i s t  o f  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  
named by  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  "You c a n  r e a d i l y  i n f e r ,
0/2
° F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 2 7 - 2 8 ,  140,
1 5 2 .
137
t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  w h a t  t h e  ' P r o f . '  a s p i r e s — t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n c e
o f  N eg ro  C a d e t s J  C a n n o t  y o u r  f r i e n d  Sherm an  c r u s h  h im ? "
L u s h e r  a d v i s e d  D a v id  t o  h a v e  h i s  a c c o u n t s  i n  o r d e r  i n  c a s e
27t h e " v a n d a l s " s e i z e d  t h e  s c h o o l .
L u s h e r ' s  p e s s i m i s m  c o n c e r n i n g  R a d i c a l  i n t e n t i o n s  was 
s h a r e d  by many f r i e n d s  a n d  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y .  S t a ­
t i o n e r  Jam es  A, G resham  o f  New O r l e a n s  w r o t e  D a v id  o f  h i s  
f e a r s  w h i l e  t h e  R a d i c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  was i n  s e s ­
s i o n  i n  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y .  B u t  D a v id  t h o u g h t  G resham  t o o k  
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  t h r e a t s  t o o  s e r i o u s l y .  The d e l e g a t e s  w e r e  
" m e r e l y  m ak in g  b l o o d y  l a w s ;  w h a t  a b o u t  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t ? "
I n  any  c a s e ,  D a v id  d o u b t e d  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  w o u ld  
s u p p o r t  e x t r e m i s m  i n  t h e  s t a t e s .  C o n g r e s s ,  he  p r e d i c t e d ,  
" w i l l  show w e a k n e s s  i n  t h e  k n e e s "  a n d  " t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  
c a n n o t  c a r r y  t h e  n o r t h  a t  t h e  n e x t  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  i f  
i t  h o l d s  t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  b i l l  f o r  S o u t h e r n  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .
A n o t h e r  New O r l e a n s  f i r m ,  S w a r b r i c k  a n d  Company, 
m a n i f e s t e d  i t s  u n e a s i n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  by s h u t t i n g  o f f  
t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  c r e d i t  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 6 7 .  Even  w o r s e ,  i t
97
R. M. L u s h e r  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A u g u s t  3 0 ,  1 867 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 10 .
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  Jam es  A. Graham, November 2 4 ,  1867 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o l c s ,  V o l .  I ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
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p u b l i s h e d  t h e  f a c t  i n  v a r i o u s  n e w s p a p e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .  
B e c a u s e  S w a r b r i c k  was t h e  s c h o o l ' s  o l d e s t  a n d  l a r g e s t  s u p ­
p l i e r ,  i t s  a c t i o n  m u s t  h a v e  d i s t u r b e d  D a v id  c o n s i d e r a b l y . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he  r e s p o n d e d  c a l m l y  by  d e l i v e r i n g  S w a r b r i c k ' s  
m a n a g e r ,  J .  D. K e n t o n ,  a  m i l d  l e c t u r e  on t h e  f i r m ' s  b a d  b u s i ­
n e s s  j u d g e m e n t .  By d e n y i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  c r e d i t  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  
t h e  f a c t  l o c a l l y ,  he  a r g u e d ,  S w a r b r i c k  m e r e l y  a d v e r t i s e d  i t s  
own f i n a n c i a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  a n d  p e s s i m i s m  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e .
I f  t h e  S e m in a r y  w e re  l i q u i d a t e d ,  S w a r b r i c k ,  a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  
c r e d i t o r ,  w o u ld  b e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  g e t  i t s  money. B u t ,  D a v id  
c o n c l u d e d ,  t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  s c h o o l  o p e r a t e d ,  t h e  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  
S w a r b r i c k  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  f u l l
am ount  du e  th em .  M e an w h i le ,  t h e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  c h e e r f u l l y  p a y
, 29 c a s h .
P r i v a t e l y ,  D a v id  was more d i s t u r b e d  a b o u t  t h e  
S e m i n a r y ' s  f u t u r e  t h a n  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  S w a r b r i c k  and  G resham  
i n d i c a t e d .  L a t e  i n  November ,  1867 ,  h e  w r o t e  t o  M ajo r  W. A. 
F r e r e t ,  a  New O r l e a n s  e n g i n e e r  a n d  member o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s ,  a s k i n g  f o r  a s  much i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t s  a s  t h e  m a jo r  c o u l d  s u p p l y .  D a v id  d o u b t e d  t h a t  
t h e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  be  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  " e x c e p t  by due  p r o c e s s
29 D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  D. K e n to n  o f  S w a r b r i c k  a n d  Com­
p a n y ,  November 2 5 ,  1867 ,  i b i d .
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o f  law g r o w in g  o u t  o f  t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n . "  M eanwhile ,  h e
h op e d  t h a t  G e n e r a l  W i n f i e l d  S .  Hancock ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e
F i f t h  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t ,  w ou ld  a c t  " c o n s e r v a t i v e l y . "  The
S e m in a r y ,  h e  t o l d  F r e r e t ,  h a d  "enough  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  a l o n g
30w i t h o u t  R a d i c a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e . "
The " t r o u b l e "  t o  w h ic h  D av id  r e f e r r e d  was f i n a n c i a l .
As a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  income came 
f ro m  s t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  s t a t e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  
c a d e t s ,  and  t h e  a n n u a l  i n t e r e s t  on t h e  s c h o o l ' s  endowment fund. 
A l l  w ere  p a i d  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  s t a t e  w a r r a n t s ,  n o t  c a s h .  B e ­
c a u s e  p o l i t i c a l  and econom ic  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  s o  u n s t a b l e  i n
1 8 67 -6 8 ,  t h e  w a r r a n t s  a l m o s t  n e v e r  b r o u g h t  more t h a n  tw o -  
t h i r d s  o f  t h e i r  f a c e  v a l u e  when c o n v e r t e d  t o  c u r r e n c y .  Of
$ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  1 8 6 7 -6 8 ,  t h e  S e m in a ry  r e a l i z e d  o n l y  
31$ 6 8 , 1 7 9 .  Even t h a t  amount r e q u i r e d  h e r c u l e a n  e f f o r t s  by  Da­
v i d  i n  h i s  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  r o l e s  a s  l o b b y i s t  a n d  b r o k e r .  In  
l e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r  he made t h r e e  t r i p s  t o  New O r l e a n s  f rom A le x ­
a n d r i a  t o  s e c u r e  and  c a s h  s t a t e  w a r r a n t s  f o r  t h e  S e m in a r y .
One t r i p ,  made s h o r t l y  a f t e r  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  s u s p e n d e d  
c i v i l  g o v e rn m e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  was e s p e c i a l l y  f r u s t r a t i n g .
^ ^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  Major  W. H. F r e r e t ,  November 2 7 ,
1867,  i b i d .
31 F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 142-45 .
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D a v id  w r o t e  a New O r l e a n s  c r e d i t o r  i n  November ,  1 867 ,  t h a t
h e  h a t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c i t y  " t o  c o n t i n u e  my d r u d g e r y  o f
l a s t  summer:  t h e  h o n o r i n g  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  w a r r a n t s . "  But  i n
December  a n o t h e r  $ 8 , 0 0 0  w ou ld  b e  d u e .  "Oh, i f  t h e y  c l d  be
c a s h e d  i n  g r e e n b a c k s ,  w ha t  a  h a p p y  man I ' d  b e . "
The D ecem ber ,  1867,  t r i p  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  " d r u d g e r y . "
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c a s h i n g  w a r r a n t s  f o r  s i x t y - f i v e  c e n t s  on t h e
d o l l a r ,  D a v id  m anaged  t o  do som e p e r s o n a l  s h o p p i n g  a n d  t o
33a t t e n d  t h e  t h e a t e r .  T h re e  m o n th s  l a t e r ,  i n  M arch ,  1S6S, 
he  was b a c k  i n  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y .  T h i s  t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  
o f  Jam es  Gresham , t h e  s c h o o l ' s  s t a t i o n e r ,  a n d  a  New O r l e a n s  
B o a r d  member, IV. C. B l a c k ,  D a v i d  c a s h e d  w a r r a n t s  f o r  s e v e n t y  
c e n t s  on t h e  d o l l a r .  He a l s o  m anaged  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
a n n u i t y  f o r  1867 b u t  d i d  n o t  c a s h  i t  b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  n o t  
g e t  f a v o r a b l e  t e r m s .  On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  A p r i l ,  
1 86 8 ,  h e  t o l d  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  
W. L. S a n f o r d ,  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u l d  " h o b b l e  
a l o n g "  f i n a n c i a l l y  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t e r m  i n  J u n e .  Mean­
w h i l e ,  t h e  R a d i c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  i n  s e s s i o n
32 D av id  Boyd t o  James A. G resham , November 2 4 ,  1867 ,  
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .
^M em o ran d um  Book f o r  1 8 6 7 - 6 8 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  
P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r i p t  V o lu m es ,  Box 2 2 .
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s i n c e  November ,  1867,  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  w o rk .  L o u i s i a n a  v o t e r s  
w e n t  t o  t h e  p o l l s  t o  r a t i f y  i t  a n d  t o  s e l e c t  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  
on A p r i l  16 a n d  17 .  D a v i d  was g l a d  t o  s e e  how h a r d  R a p i d e s  
c i t i z e n s  w e r e  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  n o n - R a d i c a l s . B u t  
h e  d o u b t e d  t h a t  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r ,  a  S e m in a r y  B o a r d  member 
a n d  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  s t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f . P u b ­
l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  c o u l d  d e f e a t  h i s  R a d i c a l  o p p o n e n t ,  R e v e r e n d  
T .  W. Conway. " H o w e v e r , "  he  w r o t e  B o a rd  member S a n f o r d  on  
e l e c t i o n  d a y ,  " I  h a v e  a  p r e s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  t h e  S e m in a ry  w i l l
n o t  be i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h ,  i f  we h a v e  a n y t h i n g  o f  f a i r  l e g i s l a -  
34t i o n . "
D a v i d ’s  o p t i m i s m  was n o t  s h a r e d .  On May 16, 1868 ,
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  m et  i n  New O r l e a n s  a n d  a d o p t e d  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n :
As t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e  Lou__ S t a t e  S e m in a ry  
o f  L e a r n i n g  a n d  M i l i t a r y  Academy . . .  i s  a b o u t  t o  a d ­
j o u r n ,  i t  may be  t o  m ee t  no m o re ,  We t h e  a s s e m b l e d  
t h e r e o f  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  do s o  w i t h o u t  l e a v i n g  on 
r e c o r d  some t o k e n  o f  o u r  s e n s e  o f  w ha t  i s  due  t o  C o l o n e l  
D. F .  Boyd by t h i s  B o a r d ,  a n d  by t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  f o r  t h e  c l e a r  m anner  i n  w h i c h  he  h a s  
a c q u i t t e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  
and  a r d u o u s  d u t i e s  o f  h i s  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  c o m b in e d  p o s i ­
t i o n s  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  T r e a s u r e r  and  P r o f e s s o r .
The B o a r d  e n d e d  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  by  t h a n k i n g  D a v i d  f o r  h i s
3 4 D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  A p r i l  16 ,  1868,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .
142
" e a r n e s t ,  z e a l o u s ,  u n t i r i n g ,  f a i t h f u l  a n d  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g
35d e v o t i o n "  a n d  s e n t  h im  a co p y  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n .
The B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  was t o o  q u i c k  t o  d e s p a i r .
I t  was t r u e  t h a t  c a r p e t b a g g e r s ,  s c a l a w a g s  a n d  b l a c k s  w o u ld  
s o o n  c o n t r o l  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  was a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  L o u i s i a n a  was 
a b o u t  t o  b e g i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  t u r m o i l  
f rom  w h i c h  s h e  w o u ld  n o t  e m e rg e  f o r  many y e a r s .  B u t  f o r  f o u r  
a nd  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  o r  u n t i l  1S73,  t h e  S e m in a r y  d i d  
n o t  f a r e  t o o  b a d l y .  I n  many w a y s ,  i t  e n j o y e d  more  g e n e r o u s  
s t a t e  s u p p o r t  a n d  l e s s  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  t h a n  i t  h a d  
b e f o r e  t h e  war  a n d  t h a n  i t  w o u l d  a f t e r  a  more p a r s i m o n i o u s  
a n d  more " b u s i n e s s  o r i e n t e d "  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e s u m e d  c o n t r o l  
i n  1877 .  The r e a s o n s  a r e  many.  F o r  o ne  t h i n g ,  t h e  S e m in a r y  
was t o o  f a r  o u t  o f  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m ,  New O r l e a n s ,  t o  i n t e r e s t  
t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s .  D a v i d  r e a l i z e d  t h i s  a s  e a r l y  a s  November ,  
1867 ,  Avhen h e  i n f o r m e d  a New O r l e a n s  f r i e n d  t h a t  one  r e a s o n  
h e  s t a y e d  away f r o m  t h e  c i t y  was t o  a v o i d  a t t r a c t i n g  R a d i c a l
n  c
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  F o r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  S e m in a r y  
h a d  e f f e c t i v e  d e f e n d e r s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e v e n  a f t e r  R a d i ­
c a l s  won c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 8 6 8 .  One o f
35 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  May 16, 1 8 6 8 .
^®David Boyd t o  Jam es  A. G resh am ,  November 2 4 ,  1 867 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o l c s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 ,
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t h e s e ,  D r .  J .  C. E g an ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  S e n a t o r i a l  
D i s t r i c t .  A f r i e n d  o f  D a v i d ' s  a n d  a s o n  o f  B o a r d  member D r .  
B a r th o lo m e w  E gan ,  D r .  J .  C. Egan w r o t e  an  a c c o u n t  t h i r t y - f i v e  
y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  w h i c h  ‘h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  h o r s e -  
t r a d i n g  by w h ic h  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  R a d i c a l s  a n d  N e g ro e s  m anaged  
t o  s u b v e r t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1 86 8 .  The 
R a d i c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1868 d i d  n o t  m e n t i o n  t h e  S e m in a r y  by 
name, b u t  two a r t i c l e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s  o f  l e a r n i n g  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  a p p l i c a b l e .  A r t i c l e  135 
o u t l a w e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  an y  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  e s ­
t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  any  
s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  s o l e  u s e  o f  one  r a c e .  A r t i c l e  142 a u t h o r i z e d  
s t a t e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  New O r l e a n s  p r o v i d e d
i t  d i d  n o t  d i s c r i m i n a t e  among i t s  s t u d e n t s  on any  g r o u n d s
37o t h e r  t h a n  a b i l i t y .  The t r i c k  was t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  l e t t e r  
i f  n o t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  Dr .  Egan  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  " a l l  t h e  t r u e  p e o p l e "  o f  L o u i s i a n a  w a n t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  
s c h o o l s  f o r  b o t h  r a c e s  " w i t h o u t  b r i n g i n g  upon  u s  t h e  u n t o w a r d  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  w h i c h  w o u ld  f o l l o w  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  m ix e d  s c h o o l s . "  
Only t h e  m o s t  d o c t r i n a i r e ,  l i k e  s t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b ­
l i c  E d u c a t i o n  T. W. Conway, i n s i s t e d  upon  i n t e g r a t i o n .  In
rtn
^ ' F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  153; C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  1868 ,  p p .  2 6 - 2 7 .
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t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  o f  1868 S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Conway 
s u b m i t t e d  a  b i l l  w h ic h  w o u ld  p l a c e  a l l  s t a t e - e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  u n d e r  s t a t e  c o n t r o l ,  r e q u i r e  i n t e ­
g r a t i o n  i n  a l l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  make a t t e n d a n c e  c o m p u l ­
s o r y .  The b i l l  was d e f e a t e d .  The n e x t  y e a r  a  s i m i l a r  
C o n w a y - s p o n s o r e d  b i l l  p a s s e d ,  b u t  i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f e a t u r e s  
made i t  u n w o r k a b l e .  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth a s k e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  f r a m e  a new la w .  I n  March o f  1870,  a  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  
b i l l  was f i n a l l y  e n a c t e d .  E g a n  d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  a  co m p ro m ise  
b e c a u s e ,  he  c l a i m e d ,  i t  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  "o n e  o r  m ore  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  s h a l l  b e  t a u g h t  i n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t , "  w i t h  t h e  d i s t i n c t  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  one  w o u ld  be  s e t  up  f o r  w h i t e s  a n d  one 
f o r  b l a c k s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  law  l e f t  t h e  S e m in a r y  u n d e r  
t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  i t s  own B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  by n o t  g r a n t i n g  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  i t  t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  
A n o t h e r  a c t  p a s s e d  i n  1870 a p p r o p r i a t e d  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  t o  S t r a i g h t  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h i c h  was e x c l u s i v e l y  b l a c k .  I n  E g a n ' s  w o r d s ,
"By a s s i s t i n g  t h e  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e  i n  a l l  t h e i r  e n t e r p r i s e s  
p r e s e n t e d  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  we f i n a l l y  s e c u r e d  t h e i r  c o o p e r a t i o n  
i n  v o t i n g  on a l l  m e a s u r e s  f o r  o u r  own r a c e  w i t h o u t  c o n f l i c t  
o r  c l a s h .
O Q
J .  C. E g an ,  A p p e n d ix  t o  Gunby, " L i f e  a n d  S e r v i c e s  
o f  D a v id  F r e n c h  B o y d , "  3 1 - 3 3 ;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e  S e m in a r y  managed t o  e s c a p e  p o l i t i c a l  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r e ­
c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  p l a y e d  p o l i t i c s  s o  w e l l .  I n  t h e  summer o f  
1868 D a v id  Boyd made two t r i p s  t o  New O r l e a n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
d i s c o v e r  w ha t  e f f e c t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  R a d i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
m ig h t  h a v e  on t h e  S e m in a r y .  He came away c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  
G o v e r n o r  Warmoth a n d  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  T.  W. Con­
way h a d  no p l a n s  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l .  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p r e s s e d  h im  a s  b e ­
i n g  v e r y  f a v o r a b l y  d i s p o s e d  t o w a r d  i t .  B u t  D a v id  was p r a c ­
t i c a l  e n o u gh  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  some g e s t u r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
a c c o m m o d a t io n  m i g h t  p r o v i d e  t h e  S e m in a r y  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  i n ­
s u r a n c e  a g a i n s t  f u t u r e  i n t e r f e r e n c e .  W h i le  i n  New O r l e a n s  he  
m et  a n d  t a l k e d  w i t h  D r .  F r a n c i s  V. H o p k i n s ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  New 
E n g l a n d  and  a R e p u b l i c a n .  H o p k in s  h a d  b e e n  t e a c h i n g  f o r  
y e a r s  i n  t h e  New O r l e a n s  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  was c o n s i d e r i n g  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  C o n w a y 's  " m ix ed  s c h o o l "  
b i l l ,  he  was a f r a i d  h e  w o u ld  s o o n  b e  o u t  o f  a  j o b .  H a v in g
1 5 4 - 5 6 .  Egan commented t h a t  D a v id  was a  p r i n c i p l e  a r c h i t e c t  
o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  co m p ro m ise  and  h e n c e ,  " p e r h a p s  t o  h im ,  
more  t h a n  any  o t h e r  S o u t h e r n  man, i s  due  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  i n -  
a u g e r a t i n g  t h e  f r e e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  w h ic h  a l l o w e d  one o r  more 
s c h o o l s  i n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t ,  w h ic h  h a d  i n  v iew  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
k e e p i n g  w h i t e s  a n d  b l a c k s  s e p a r a t e ,  a n d  w h ic h  e l i m i n a t e d  f ro m  
t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  a ny  c o n ­
t r o l  o v e r  t h e  S t a t e  S e m i n a r y . "
1 4 6
h e a r d  t h a t  a  v a c a n c y  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  h e  a p p l i e d  f o r  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  by l e t t e r ,  i n c l u d e d  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  and  men­
t i o n e d  s e v e r a l  p r o m i n e n t  R a d i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  a s  r e f e r e n c e s .  
H i s  l e t t e r  a l s o  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  t h e  B o a rd  members  i n  g r e a t  
d e t a i l  an d  se e m e d  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i f  G o v e rn o r  V/armoth named 
a new B o a r d ,  he  ( H o p k in s )  m i g h t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  t h e  p o s t  
o f  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  D a v id ,  t o  whom H opkins  s e n t  t h e  l e t t e r ,  
u n d e r s t o o d  p e r f e c t l y .  He s u b m i t t e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
B o a r d  f o r  i t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d ,  i n  a c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  t o  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  h e  a d v i s e d  t h a t  H o p k in s  be  a p ­
p o i n t e d .  I t  m i g h t  be  " p r u d e n t , "  h e  w r o t e ,  t o  e l e c t  H o pk in s
p r o f e s s o r  o f  c h e m i s t r y  a s  t h e  " c h e a p e s t  way" t o  p l a c a t e  t h e  
39R a d i c a l s .  M e a n w h i le ,  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham w r o t e  t o  
H o p k in s  s t a t i n g  t h e  S e m i n a r y ’s  p o s i t i o n  f l a t l y .  The S e m i­
n a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  h a d  a lw a y s  s o u g h t  t o  k e e p  p o l i t i c s  o u t  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  B u t  t h e i r  " h e a d  i s  i n  t h e  l i o n ' s  m o u th . "  
They  m ig h t  h a v e  t o  e x e r c i s e  a  l i t t l e  " p o l i c y . "  I f  t h e  
B o a r d  c o u l d  s e c u r e  some " q u a l i f i e d  g e n t l e m a n  o f  c o n s e r v a ­
t i v e  a n d  l i b e r a l  v i e w s "  on t h e  f a c u l t y ,  o r  on  t h e  B oard ,  
an d  i f  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w e re  a  R e p u b l i c a n ,  i t  m i g h t  be  t h e
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  F .  V. H o p k i n s ,  A u g u s t  3 ,  1868;
D a v id  Boyd t o  V/. L. S a n f o r d ,  A u g u s t  6 , 1868 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .
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" r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  do ."^®  H opk ins  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  h e  s h a r e d
G r a h a m 's  s e n t i m e n t s  a n d ,  a  few d a y s  l a t e r ,  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t
41was a n n o u n c e d  i n  an A l e x a n d r i a  n e w s p a p e r .
T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  G o v e rn o r  Warmoth m a n i ­
f e s t e d  i n  nu m ero u s  ways t h e  good w i l l  he  h a d  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
S e m in a r y .  When v a c a n c i e s  o c c u r r e d  on t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s ,  h e  f i l l e d  them w i t h  p e o p l e  s u g g e s t e d  by  S e m in a r y  o f ­
f i c i a l s .  Y/hen t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  cons idex*ed  S e m in a r y  a p p r o p r i ­
a t i o n s ,  h e  u r g e d  t h a t  t h e y  be g e n e r o u s .  When R a d i c a l s  a t ­
t e m p t e d  t o  s e n d  b l a c k  c a d e t s  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  h e  d i s s u a d e d  
t h e m  l e s t  t h e y  b r e a k  u p  t h e  s c h o o l .  F i n a l l y ,  when he  r e ­
p o r t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  on t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  h e  
p r a i s e d  t h e  a c a d e m ic  b o a r d  f o r  i t s  " z e a l ,  e n e r g y  a n d  f i d e l i ­
t y "  and t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  h i s  c a r e f u l l y  a n d  c o m p e t e n t l y
G. Mason Graham t o  F .  V. H o p k in s ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1 8 6 8 ,  
i n  F le m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6 . By 1869 i t  a p p a r e n t l y  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  make 
a n o t h e r  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  " p o l i c y . "  H a r r y  L o t t  was a d d e d  t o  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a s  one o f  t h e  t h r e e  members f rom  R a p i d e s  
p a r i s h .  (The o t h e r s  w e r e  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham  and  W. L. 
S a n f o r d ) .  I n  1868 L o t t  r e p r e s e n t e d  R a p id e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
Warmoth l e g i s l a t u r e .  A Negro  R e p u b l i c a n ,  h e  i n t r o d u c e d  a 
b i l l  t o  r e p e a l  A r t i c l e  95  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  C i v i l  Code w h ic h  
p r e v e n t e d  m a r r i a g e s  b e t w e e n  N e g ro e s  a n d  w h i t e s .  L o u i s i a n a  
H ouse  J o u r n a l , 1868, p .  8 9 .
4 1 t h -.F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 152;  A l e x a n ­
d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , A u g u s t  12, 1 8 6 8 .
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42p r e p a r e d  r e p o r t s .  D a v id  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s
i n t e r e s t .  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth w r o t e  h im  i n  D ecem ber ,  1 8 68 ,  f o r
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  S e m in a r y  s o  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  m e n t i o n  t h e
s c h o o l  i n  h i s  a n n u a l  m e s s a g e .  D a v i d  r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  t h a n k s .
T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  h a d
c a l l e d  u p o n  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  in  o r d e r  t o
p r e s e n t  i t s  n e e d s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . ^  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s
f i r s t  m e e t i n g  w i t h  G o v e r n o r  W armoth ,  D a v id  made a  comment
w h ic h  a p t l y  s u m m a r i z e d  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  S t a t e  H o use  a n d
t h e  S e m in a r y  u n t i l  1873 :  "So f a r  a s  my s e l f - r e s p e c t  w o u ld
a d m i t ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c i l i a t o r y  a n d  c o u r t e o u s  t o  t h e  R a d i c a l
l e a d e r s  w h i c h  may p o s s i b l y  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e i r
c o n c i l i a t o r y  c o u r s e  t o w a r d s  u s .  A l i t t l e  p o l i t e n e s s  d o e s
44n o t  c o s t  m uch,  and  o f t e n  b r i n g s  a  r i c h  r e t u r n . "
^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 1 5 8 - 5 9 ;
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1 868 ,  p .  8 ; A l e x ­
a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , J a n u a r y  1 3 , 1 8 6 9 .
43 D a v id  Boyd t o  G o v e r n o r  H. C. W armoth ,  December  15, 
1868 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 6 - 6 9 ,  Box 1 .
4 4 D a v i d  Boyd t o  D r .  S .  O. S c r u g g s ,  member o f  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A u g u s t  2 3 ,  1 86 8 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) 
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .  I n  1941 L e r o y  B o y d ' s  e s t a t e  d o n a t e d  a  
copy  o f  G o v e r n o r  W a r m o th ' s  b o o k ,  W ar,  P o l i t i c s  a n d  Recons truc ­
t i o n :  S to r m y  Days i n  L o u i s i a n a  (New Y o rk ,  1 9 3 0 ) ,  t o  t h e
Boyd S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  Room o f  t h e  L o u i s i ­
a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .  On p a g e  2 7 0  L eroy  s c r a w l e d  i n  
p e n c i l :  "My f a t h e r  C o l .  D a v id  F r e n c h  B oyd,  a S o u t h e r n e r  and
a D e m o c ra t ,  s a i d  many t i m e s  t h a t  Gov, Warmoth was t h e  b e s t
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T he good  w i l l  o f  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
l i b e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  by t h e  R a d i c a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  c e r t a i n l y  
made D a v i d ' s  t a s k  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  more  p l e a s a n t .  B u t  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m ,  l a c k  o f  in c o m e ,  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  be  h i s  m a j o r  c o n c e i -n .  I n  h i s  a n n u a l  R e p o r t  f o r  1 866 ,
D a v id  s u g g e s t e d  a t  l e a s t  two m e th o d s  by w h ic h  t h e  S e m in a r y  
m i g h t  b a l a n c e  i t s  b o o k s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u l d  i n ­
c r e a s e  t h e  number o f  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t s  a n d  t h e  amount  a p ­
p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  a p p l y  
f o r  t h e  g r a n t  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t h e  M o r r i l l  A c t  o f  J u l y ,  1862 .  
The M o r r i l l  A c t  made t h e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  
F e d e r a l l y - o w n e d  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  c o l ­
l e g e s .  I f  t h e  M o r r i l l  f u n d s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  e n ­
dowment,  a n d  t h e  S e m in a r y  becam e t h e  n u c l e u s  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  c o l l e g e ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w o u ld  be 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  d e p e n d e n t  on " t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  a n n u a l  
L e g i s l a t i v e  a i d . ”45
D u r i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  o f  1867 ,  t h e  s o l o n s
g o v e r n o r  L o u i s i a n a  e v e r  h a d , ”
4 5 R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1866,  p p .
11 ,  14 .  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s ,  p r e p a r e d  a s e p a r a t e  r e p o r t ,  d a t e d  March 1, 1867,  
w h i c h  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  D a v i d ' s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t s  
a n d  t h e  M o r r i l l  A c t  g r a n t .  I t  was p r i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  
1 8 6 6 .  -------
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a p p r o v e d  b o t h  o f  D a v i d ' s  p r o p o s a l s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t .  They
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t s  a n d
t h e y  a p p l i e d  f o r  f u n d s  u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  M o r r i l l  A c t  o f
1 8 6 2 .  B u t  t h e  s e s s i o n  a d j o u r n e d  b e f o r e  a  b i l l  t o  c o n f e r  t h e
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a nd  m e c h a n i c a l  f u n d s  on t h e  S e m in a r y  c o u l d
a c h i e v e  f i n a l  p a s s a g e .  D a v id  was u n d i s m a y e d .  In  h i s  R e p o r t
f o r  1867 ,  s u b m i t t e d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1S6S, he a r g u e d  s t r o n g l y  f o r
t h e  f u n d  on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  be f o o l i s h  t o  d u p l i c a t e
e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The S e m in a r y  a l r e a d y  h a d  b u i l d i n g s ,
p r o f e s s o r s ,  l a b o r a t o r y  e q u i p m e n t ,  a nd  a  l i b r a r y .  B e s i d e s ,
h e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  a l l  t h e  N o r t h e r n  a n d  W e s t e r n  s t a t e s  w i t h  few
e x c e p t i o n s ,  h a d  b e s t o w e d  t h e  M o r r i l l  g r a n t  on  e x i s t i n g  i n -  
46s t i t u t i o n s .  D a v i d ' s  p l e a ,  a l t h o u g h  s u p p o r t e d  by G o v e r ­
n o r  W armoth ,  d i d  n o t  c o n v i n c e  t h e  l a w m a k e r s .  Ten y e a r s  
p a s s e d  b e f o r e  t h e  S e m in a r y  o b t a i n e d  t h e  M o r r i l l  g r a n t  f u n d s .
M e an w h i le ,  D a v id  c a s t  a b o u t  f o r  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e
s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o m e .  I n  1S67 an  A m e r i c a n - b o r n  E n g l i s h  b a n k e r ,  
G e o rg e  P e a b o d y ,  s e t  up  a f u n d  o f  $ 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  p r o m o t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  The p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  a p ­
p o i n t e d  a  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  who i n  t u r n  s e l e c t e d  B a r n a s  
S e a r s ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  Brown U n i v e r s i t y ,  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  f u n d .
G % -i
^ qR e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1867 ,  p . '  6 ’,
12.
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D a v id  made s e v e r a l  e f f o r t s  t o  o b t a i n  P e a b o d y  money f o r  t h e  
S e m in a r y  i n  1867 b u t  l e t t e r s  f r o m  Dr .  S e a r s  se em ed  t o  i n ­
d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  was n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a g r a n t .  B e c a u s e  
P ea b o d y  f u n d s  w e re  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  o r  " n o r m a l "  
s c h o o l s ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t  t h e  S e m in a r y  d i d  q u a l i f y .  B e n e f i c i ­
a r y  c a d e t s ,  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  by  law  t o  t e a c h  
f o r  two y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  g r a d u a t i o n .  He a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  
P e a b o d y  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  b u t  a g a i n  h i s  r e q u e s t  was d e n i e d .
I n  A p r i l ,  1868 ,  D a v id  t r i e d  a  new a p p r o a c h .  I n  a 
l e t t e r  t o  D r .  S e a r s  h e  r e q u e s t e d  a  l o a n  f r o m  t h e  P e a b o d y  
f u n d .  F o r  c o l l a t e r a l  h e  o f f e r e d  S e m in a r y  a n n u i t y  w a r r a n t s .  
A l l  o f  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  w r o t e  D a v id ,  c o n ­
v i n c e d  h im  t h a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  c o u l d  n o t  h o p e  f o r  a  g r a n t .  I t  
w o u ld  do no  good  t o  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  same a r g u m e n t s ,  h o w e v e r  
e x c e l l e n t  t h e y  m ig h t  b e .  B u t  t h e  s c h o o l  n e e d e d  money a t  
o n c e .  C o u ld  i t  n o t  o b t a i n  a  l o a n  u n t i l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  
s e t t l e d  down a n d  i t s  w a r r a n t s  c o u l d  be  c a s h e d  more a d v a n t a ­
g e o u s l y ?  T h en ,  i n  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  b u r s t  o f  f r a n k n e s s  w h ic h  
p r o b a b l y  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  a d v a n c e  h i s  c a s e ,  D a v i d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  
S e a r s  t h a t  t h e  P eab od y  f u n d  a n d  t h e  S e m in a r y  s o u g h t  t h e  same
47F r a n c i s  B u t l e r  S i m k i n s ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o u t h  (New 
Y o rk ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  3 64 ;  C o u l t e r ,  The S o u t h  D u r i n g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
3 2 7 - 2 8 ;  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1867 ,  p p .  
1 2 - 1 3 .
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e n d s :  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  i n d i g e n t  y o u t h  t o  be  t e a c h e r s .
You h a v e  a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  "Normal  S c h o o l s . " Y/e a r e  a s  
much a  Normal  S c h o o l  i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t  b u t  t h e  name 
(w h ic h  I  d o n ' t  l i k e ,  a n d  h o p e  we w i l l  n e v e r  b e a r )  a s  
you  c a n  p o s s i b l y  b u i l d  u p  i n  t h e  S o u t h - w e s t .  Not  one 
y ou n g  man o u t  o f  any  f i v e ,  e d u c a t e d  a t  y o u r  Norm al  
S c h o o l s  w i l l  t e a c h  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  t h i s  
c o u n t r y ;  n o r  c a n  you e x p e c t  them  t o  r e m a i n  t e a c h e r s ,  
when o t h e r  c a l l i n g s  a r e  s o  much more l u c r a t i v e .
As t o  "Norm al  M e th o d s"  o f  t e a c h i n g ,  I  b e g  l e a v e  
m o s t  r e s p e c t f u l l y ,  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  b e s t  t o  l e a v e  
e v e r y  e d u c a t e d  man o f  g o o d  s e n s e  a n d  d i s c r e t i o n  t o
a d o p t  h i s  own m e th o d .  Too many men, i n  my h u m b le
j u d g e m e n t ,  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  t e a c h  s c h o o l  who h a v e  no 
common s e n s e :  f o r  them  o n l y  i s  a  " m e th o d "  n e e d e d  i n ,■ ■ ■■« * AG
a s  w e l l  a s  o u t , o f  a  s c h o o l  room .  °
D a v id  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  much s u c c e s s  b u t  a  m on th  l a t e r ,  i n  May, 
186S,  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r  became t h e  s u b  a g e n t  o f  t h e  P e a b o d y  
f u n d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  S e a r s ,  L u s h e r  was 
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a w a r d  $1000  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  i f  t h e  s c h o o l  irould 
c r e a t e  a  "Normal  D e p a r t m e n t . "  When a p p r i s e d  o f  t h e  c o n d i ­
t i o n s  D a v i d  r e s p o n d e d  b i t t e r l y .  I t  t o o k  s i x  p a g e s  f o r  h im  t o  
t e l l  L u s h e r  w h a t  he  t h o u g h t  o f  " t h e  u s e l e s s  & o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
c o n d i t i o n s "  p r o p o s e d  b y  D r .  S e a r s .  trWhat e a r t h l y  g o o d , "  d e ­
manded D a v i d  s c o r n f u l l y ,  " c o u l d  come o f  a  l e c t u r e  o n c e  a  week  
o r  o n c e  a  month on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  s c h o o l  t e a c h i n g ?" He was
g l a d  t h a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  d i d  n o t  i n d u l g e  i n  s u c h  "s u p e r f i c i a l
t a l k . "  D a v id  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  S e a r s  p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  B a r n a s  S e a r s ,  A p r i l  17 ,  1 8 6 8 ,  i n  
Boyd ( D a v id  F .  ) L e t t e r b o o l c s , 1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .
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B o a rd  b u t  w i t h  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t  i t  b e  r e j e c t e d . ^
D a v id  Boyd becam e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  
1865 .  He w o u ld  s e r v e ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  f o u r  y e a r s ,  u n ­
t i l  1 8 8 6 .  B u t  by 1 8 6 9 ,  when f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and 
f o r c e d  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  move t o  B a to n  R o u g e ,  t h e  b r o a d  o u t l i n e s  
o f  D a v i d ’s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t y l e  w e re  a l r e a d y  e m e r g i n g .  F i r s t ,  
he  was t o t a l l y  im m e rs e d  i n  h i s  m a n y - f a c e t e d  j o b .  A t  t h e  
S e m in a r y  h e  was o f f i c i a l l y  p r o f e s s o r ,  t r e a s u r e r ,  a n d  s u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t .  L es s  f o r m a l l y  h e  was c l e r k ,  c h i e f  d i s c i p l i n a r y  o f ­
f i c e r ,  a n d  s o m e t im e s  e v e n  s t e w a r d .  When t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  met  
h e  w e n t  t o  New O r l e a n s .  T h e r e ,  b e s i d e s  a c t i n g  a s  t h e  S e m i ­
n a r y ' s  p u r c h a s i n g  a g e n t ,  h e  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  i t s  l o b b y i s t  a n d  
b r o k e r  f o r  i t s  s e c u r i t i e s .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  v e r y  
e a r l y  i n  h i s  t e n u r e  h e  a s k e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  t o  r e ­
l i e v e  h im  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e r s h i p  a nd  p a r t  o f  h i s  p r o f e s s o r i a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  B u t  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1868 ,  h e  was s t i l l  
" t e a c h i n g  4 h o u r s  a  d a y — s u c h  c l a s s e s  a s  C a l c u l u s ,  A n a l y t i c a l  
G e o m e t ry ,  Advanced  A l g e b r a  & V i r g i l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  my d u t i e s  
a s  S u p ’ t  e t . c . "  I t  v /as ,  h e  w r o t e  t o  a  f r i e n d ,  " t o o
49 R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r  t o  D av id  B oyd ,  May 7 ,  1868 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  f i l e ,  Box 10; D a v id  
Boyd t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  18 ,  1868;  D a v id  Boyd 
t o  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r ,  J u n e  1, 1868 i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r -  
b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 3 .
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m u c h . " 5 ®
A n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  e a r l y  i n
D a v i d ’s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c a r e e r  was h i s  t e n d e n c y  t o  d r a f t  v e r y
a m b i t i o u s  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  The
S e m i n a r y  e n d e d  i t s  f i r s t  p o s t w a r  s e s s i o n  w i t h  f i v e  p r o f e s s o r s
a n d  108 c a d e t s .  B u t  e v e n  b e f o r e  summer r e c e s s  t h e  B o a rd
named f o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f e s s o r s  f o r  t h e  com ing  a c a d e m ic
y e a r .  Commenting on t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a n d  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s
p r o s p e c t s ,  a  l o c a l  p a p e r  b o a s t e d :
T he  A cadem ic  B o a r d  . . .  i s  n o t  e x c e l l e d  i n  a b i l i t y  b y  
a ny  o t h e r  F a c u l t y  o f  t h e  same s i z e  on t h e  c o n t i n e n t .
W i th  s u c h  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  h o l d i n g  f o r t h  s u c h  i n d u c e ­
m e n t s ,  we c a n n o t  s e e  why p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  s e n d  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a b r o a d  f o r  E d u c a t i o n .  We s h a l l  t h e r e f o r e  e x ­
p e c t  t o  s e e  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  c r o w d e d  t o  i t s  u t m o s t  
c a p a c i t y  t h e  com ing  s e a s o n .  I t s  f r i e n d s  h a v e  no r e a s o n  
t o  c o m p l a i n  o f  i t s  s u c c e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  s e s s i o n .
T h e r e  w e re  108 m a t r i c u l a t e s  . . . one  h a l f  a s  many a s  
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  
i n  t h e  S o u th .5 3 -
I n  November t h e  same p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  150 s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a n d  
more  e x p e c t e d .  The e d i t o r  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f
^ R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1 8 6 6 ,  p .  9 ;  
D a v i d  Boyd t o  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r ,  J u n e  1 ,  1868 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id
F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .  D a v i d ' s  s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  y e a r  was 
$ 3 , 0 0 0  p l u s  q u a r t e r s  i n  1 8 6 7 .
■̂’■ A lex a n d r ia  (L a .  ) D e m o c r a t , J u n e  2 0 ,  1 8 6 6 .  The 
o p t i m i s m  a n d  t h e  p r o s e  s t y l e  a r e  s o  f a m i l i a r  t h a t  one  s u s ­
p e c t s  D av id  a d d e d  p a r t  t i m e  j o u r n a l i s m  t o  a l l  h i s  o t h e r  
d u t i e s .
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a d d i t i o n a l  f a c u l t y  an d  p r o m i s e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  more
52f a c i l i t i e s  i f  t h a t  p r o v e d  n e c e s s a r y .
As 1866 drew t o  a  c l o s e  D a v i d  was o p t i m i s t i c .  He e x ­
p e c t e d  t h e  S e m in a r y  t o  become " t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  S o u t h ­
w e s t , "  W i th  t h a t  i n  m ind  he  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s  t o  a p p o i n t  A d m i r a l  R a p h a e l  Semmes and  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h
53W h e e le r  t o  t h e  a c a d e m ic  b o a r d .  T he  l o c a l  e d i t o r  was e c ­
s t a t i c  when Semmes a c c e p t e d .
A t h r i l l  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  m u s t  n a t u r a l l y  f o l l o w  t h e  
a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  v a l u a b l e  a c q u i s i t i o n  t o  t h e  
f a c u l t y  . . .  As W a s h i n g t o n  C o l l e g e  may now b o a s t  o f  
i t s  L e e ,  t h e  p r i d e  a n d  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  
Army, s o  may t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a ry  now b o a s t  o f  
i t s  Semmes, t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  e u l o g y  w h e r e v e r  d a r i n g  d e e d s  
and  m i g h t y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  u p on  o c e a n ’s  t r e a c h e r o u s  f l o o d  
a r e  made t h e  them e  o f  e i t h e r  s o n g  o r  s t o r y . " 54
I n  h i s  R e p o r t  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1866 ,  D a v i d  n o t e d  w i t h  p r i d e  t h a t
t h e  S e m in a r y  b e g a n  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  o n l y  f i v e  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  a
b a l a n c e  o f  $ 1 , 7 9 8 . 4 2 .  But  a s  o f  J a n u a r y  1, 1 867 ,  i t  b o a s t e d
t e n  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  one  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  " b e i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t
a n d  among t h e  a b l e s t  a c a d e m ic  f a c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h . "  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  a s  1867 b e g a n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  164 c a d e t s  e n r o l l e d  a n d
^ I b i d . , November 14, November  2 8 ,  1866 .
53 M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it te e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  1866; D a v id  Boyd t o  S .  
B. R o b i n s o n ,  November 13,  1866,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  
Box 5 .
54A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , December 1 9 ,  1 8 6 6 .
a b a l a n c e  i n  t h e  t r e a s u r y  a b o v e  a l l  i n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  a l m o s t  
$ 6 , 0 0 0 .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  by Mai'ch o f  1 867 ,  when t h e  1866 
R e p o r t  w e n t  t o  t h e  p i- in ter* ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a d  b e g u n  t o  d e ­
t e r i o r a t e .  Due t o  d e a t h s  ( t w o ) ,  d i s m i s s a l s  ( e l e v e n )  a n d  
r e s i g n a t i o n s ,  m a i n l y  fox’ lac lc  o f  f u n d s  ( 2 1 ) ,  o n l y  130 c a d e t s  
r e m a i n e d .  D a v id  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  " p r e s e n t  r a t e  o f  
m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t  p e r  c a d e t , "  t h e  S e m in a r y  w o u ld  f i n i s h  t h e  
t e r m  $ 3 , 5 0 0  i n  t h e  r e d .  The o n l y  way i t  c o u l d  b r e a k  e v en  
was t o  s e c u r e  2 0 0  c a d e t s  by  J u l y ,  1867 ,  a n d  t h a t  s e e m e d  u n ­
l i k e l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e n  i n  s e s s i o n ,  d i d  
n o t  " l i b e r a l l y "  a i d  t h e  S e m i n a r y ,  D a v id  f e a r e d  i t  w o u ld  be  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  c u t  c o s t s  by r e d u c i n g  t h e  s t a f f .  He l e f t  i t  t o  
t h e  B o a r d  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  done  " w i t h o u t  i n ­
j u s t i c e "  b e f o i ’e t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  te i 'm .  B u t ,  h e  c o n c l u d e d ,
" i t  i s  n o t  t h e  l e s s  my d u t y  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  number' o f  
c a d e t s  s h o u l d  r e a c h  two h u n d r e d  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  p r e s e n t  number* 
o f  p r o f e s s o r s , " 55
The I S 66 R e p o r t  i l l u s t r a t e s  some o f  D a v i d ' s  m a j o r  
q u a l i t i e s  a s  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t i ' a t o r . At  t h e  same t i m e  
i t  p o i n t s  up  some s h o r t c o m i n g s .  He was a m b i t i o u s ,  f a r - s e e i n g ,  
a n d  i n t e n t  u p on  s e c u r i n g  t h e  b e s t  f a c u l t y  and  f a c i l i t i e s
55 R e p o r t  t o  t h e  Boai-d o f  S u p e r * v i s o r s  f o r  1866 ,  p p .
6 - 1 0 .
p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  B u t  h e  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  
t o o  much t o o  s o o n .  He was t o o  i m p a t i e n t  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  o f t e n  i n  h i s  R e p o r t s  a n d  c o r r e s ­
p o n d e n c e  s n e e r i n g  a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i s i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  
s u p p o r t i n g  w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  "a  c o l l e g e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e . "  
B e s i d e s  a n  o v e r l a r g e  a c a d e m ic  b o a r d ,  t h e  R e p o r t  f o r  1866 
l i s t s  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  o v e r  $ 3 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y  a n d  t h e  
l a b o r a t o r y  a n d  a n o t h e r  $ 4 , 2 0 0  f o r  " c o n t i n g e n c i e s . " 5 6  The 
s c h o o l  c e r t a i n l y  n e e d e d  b o o k s  a n d  p r o f e s s o r s  b u t  w h e t h e r  i t  
n e e d e d  a s  many, e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  r u n n i n g  a d e f i c i t ,  
was q u e s t i o n e d  by a t  l e a s t  one  B o a r d  member.  D r .  B a r th o lo m e w  
E gan  a s k e d  D a v i d  t o  e x c u s e  h im  f o r  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a d v i c e ,  b u t  
h e  was a  "warm p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d "  o f  D a v i d ' s  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l .
He a s k e d  w h e t h e r  D a v i d ,  i n  h i s  " e a r n e s t  z e a l "  h a d  f o r g o t t e n  
t h e  o l d  L a t i n  Maxim: E e s t i n a  L e n t e  o r ,  go a h e a d  s l o w l y .  The
l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e ,  h e  c a u t i o n e d ,  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  t h e  
S e m in a r y  o n l y  up  t o  a  c e r t a i n  p o i n t .  Egan  saw  no n e c e s s i t y  
t o  r em a k e  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n t o  e i t h e r  a  f u l l - s c a l e  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  
m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l  " a t  p r e s e n t . "
I t  may w e l l  h a v e  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  a n d  t h e  
l i t e r a r y  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  w i t h o u t  a s s u m i n g  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  e i t h e r  e x c l u s i v e l y .  I t  se em s  t o  me . . . 
y o u  h a v e  p r o f e s s o r s  e n o ug h  f o r  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  s t u d e n t s
5 6 I b i d . , 7 .
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. . .  My o n l y  f e a r  i s  t h a t  i n  y o u r  g r e a t  z e a l  you 
may r u n  t o o  f a r  a h e a d  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  I  h a v e  w r i t ­
t e n  t h i s  r e l u c t a n t l y  b u t  f ro m  my g r e a t  r e g a r d  f o r  you 
and  my e n t i r e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  y o u r  p u r p o s e .
I f e e l  t h a t  I owe you t h e  c o u n s e l  o f  a  f r i e n d .
C i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  s u r r o u n d i n g  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  R a d i c a l  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  f o r c e d  t h e  Sem in a ry  
t o  r e t r e n c h .  In  h i s  R e p o r t  o f  1867 D a v id  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
s c h o o l  h a d  gone  t h r o u g h  a  ' ' y e a r  o f  t r i a l . "  I t  h a d  b een  
t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  d e s t r u c t i o n  f ro m  p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l ,  b a n k ru p t ­
c y ,  and  e p i d e m i c .  B u t  i t  was s t i l l  a l i v e ;  i t  s t i l l  h a d  s i x  
p r o f e s s o r s ,  one  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r ,  and  one  i n s t r u c t o r .
D a v id  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  day when i t  c o u l d  a g a i n  s u p p o r t  
a  l a r g e  a c a d e m ic  b o a r d .  "Someday, f u l l  o f  y e a r s  a n d  u s e ­
f u l n e s s  . . . i t s  h a l l s  f i l l e d  w i t h  h u n d r e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  i t
Co
t o o  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  one  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s c h o o l s  o f  A m e r i c a . " 00 
M ean w h i le ,  D a v id  p o i n t e d  o u t  "many d e f i c i e n c i e s "  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y .  The S e m in a ry  d i d  n o t  t e a c h  a s t r o n o m y ,  m in ­
e r a l o g y ,  g e o l o g y ,  b o t a n y ,  p h y s i o l o g y ,  h i s t o r y ,  o r  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l  l a w .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  " v e r y  s o o n "  be  a  " d i s t i n c t  p r o f e s ­
s o r s h i p "  o f  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i t e x * a t u r e  and ,  i f  money
^ B a r t h o l o m e w  Egan t o  D av id  Boyd, November 2 0 ,  1866,  
i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 8 .
^ R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1S67, p p .
5 - 1 0 .
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became a v a i l a b l e ,  o f  m u s i c .
The S e m i n a r y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  may h a v e  b een
l i m i t e d ;  D a v i d ' s  p l a n s  f o r  i t s  f u t u r e  w e re  n o t .  A few m onths
l a t e r  he  c o n f i d e d  h i s  a m b i t i o n s  t o  h i s  c o u s i n ,  James Boyd:
I i n t e n d  t o  a d v a n c e  and  s p r e a d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  d e p a r t ­
m en ts  o f  t h e  S e m in a ry  t i l l  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  l i k e  them 
i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  n o t  ev en  a t  t h e  Va. M i l .  I n s t i t u t e ,  
w h ic h  I b e l i e v e  t o  b e  much i n  a d v a n c e ,  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  
o f  any  s c h o o l  i n  Va. The U n i v e r s i t y  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  
s l o w ,  t o o  s l o w ,  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  h e r  n o ,  o f  c h a i r s  . , . 
o f  s t u d y .  She i s  t o d a y  b u t  l i t t l e  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  
w here  Mr, J e f f e r s o n  l e f t  h e r  i n  1 8 2 6 . " 6 0
A p p a r e n t l y ,  Dr.  B a r th o lom ew  E g a n ' s  maxim, F e s t i n a  L e n t e , was
n o t  one o f  L a t i n  P r o f e s s o r  B o y d ' s  f a v o r i t e s .
F i n a l l y ,  v e r y  e a r l y  i n  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c a r e e r ,  
D av id  d e v e l o p e d  s u c h  an  e x t r e m e  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  
w e l l - b e i n g  t h a t  he  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l e s s e r  i n t e r e s t  
o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  I n  1865,  G. Mason Graham commented on 
D a v i d ' s  " s i n g l e n e s s  o f  p u r p o s e . " 61 Twenty y e a r s  l a t e r  he  
p l e a d e d  w i t h  him t o  " d i v e s t  y o u r s e l f  o f  t h a t  . . . d i f f i ­
d e n c e  and  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  d i s p o s i t i o n  w h ic h  h a s  s o  lo n g
5 9 I b i d . , 1 0 .
60D a v id  Boyd t o  James Boyd, A ugus t  2 2 ,  186S, i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 6 5 -6 S .
61G. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  Boyd, November 13,  1865, 
i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. .Mason Graham L e t t e r ,
1S54-S5 ,  Box 6 . Graham was c h a s t i z i n g  D a v id ,  who i n  h i s  z e a l  
t o  b u i l d  t h e  s c h o o l  was " t r e n c h i n g  on t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
B o a r d . "
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i n f l u e n c e d  you  i n  y o u r  a b s o r b i n g  d e v o t i o n ,  f o r  now a  q u a r t e r  
o f  a c e n t u r y ,  t o  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  and w e l f a r e  o f  t h i s  s c h o o l ,  
t o  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  and  r u i n o u s  p r e j u d i c e  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  y o u r s e l f . "  D a v id  a l s o  h a d  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  
e q u a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S e m in a r y  w i t h  p a t r i o t i s m  and l o y a l t y  
t o  t h e  s t a t e .  When w e a l t h y  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  p l a n t e r s  s e n t  t h e i r  
s o n s  o u t  o f  s t a t e  t o  a n o t h e r  c o l l e g e ,  D a v i d  c h a s t i z e d  th e m  i n  
l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s .  He a d m i t t e d  i t  was w o r t h  $500  a y e a r  j u s t  
t o  g a z e  u p o n  R o b e r t  E .  Lee a t  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  B u t  
t h a t  d i d  n o t  a b s o l v e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e i r  d u t y  t o  L o u i s i a n a . ^  
When f o u r  p r o f e s s o r s  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e s i g n  i n  1S67 b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  u n c e r t a i n  f i n a n c e s ,  D av id  s a w  no n e e d  t o  c l o s e  
t h e  s c h o o l .  To one  B o a r d  member he  w r o t e :  " A l l  t h a t  i s
n e c e s s a r y  i s  f o r  t h e  w h o le  s t a f f  t o  make u p  i t s  mind t o  s a v e  
t h e  s c h o o l ,  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  w o rk  w i t h  p r o m i s e  o f  pay  i f  no  
money i s  a v a i l a b l e . " ® ^  Nor c o u l d  D av id  u n d e r s t a n d  why t h e  
f a c u l t y  c h o s e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  S e m in a r y  d u r i n g  summer v a c a t i o n s .  
To b u i l d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  t h e y  s h o u l d  be  w i l l i n g  t o
CO
G. Mason Graham t o  D a v i d  Boyd, u n d a t e d ,  q u o t e d  i n  
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 5 3 .
A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , A u g u s t  14 ,  1S67.
64D a v i d  Boyd t o  G. Mason Graham, May 2 8 ,  1867,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  R e ­
l a t e d  P a p e r s , 1 8 5 8 - 8 3 ,  Box 4 .
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" t r a v e l  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  w o rk  f o r  t h e  good  a n d  g l o r y  
o f  o u r  s c h o o l  a s  h a r d  i n  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t  a s  i n  F e b r u a r y  and 
M a r c h . " 6^ B u t  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  y o u n g ,  
s i n g l e ,  a n d  f ro m  V i r g i n i a ,  f o u n d  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  
c l a s s r o o m ,  " i n t o l e r a b l y  d u l l . "  T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t o  d o ,  one 
o f  them  r e c a l l e d ,  b u t  t a k e  w a l k s  i n  t h e  woods o r  t o  A l e x a n ­
d r i a  w h i c h  h e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " n o t  i n s p i r i n g . "  B e c a u s e  t h e y  
h a d  few  t i e s  t o  L o u i s i a n a ,  t h e  young  men " n a t u r a l l y  g r a v i ­
t a t e d "  b a c k  t o  V i r g i n i a . ® ^  B u t  D a v id  d i d  n o t  g i v e  u p .  To 
W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d  he  d e c l a r e d :  " A l l  I h a v e  t o  s a y  i s  money o r
no  money,  f o r  G od’s  s a k e  d o n ' t  s t o p  t h e  s c h o o l  n o r  g i v e  up 
t h e  S t a t e  c a d e t s  who a r e  t h e  g r e a t  p i l l a r s  o f  o u r  s u p p o r t  
. . . I  am s u r e  t h e r e  i s  no n e e d  f o r  s t o p p i n g  i t  . . . and  
u p o n  my o p i n i o n  I  am w i l l i n g  t o  s t a k e  my a l l  i n  l i f e . " ® ?
The b r o a d  o u t l i n e s  o f  D a v i d  B o y d ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e ­
o r i e s  a l s o  b e g a n  t o  e m e rg e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  C i v i l  War.  D a v id  h i m s e l f  was a  p r o d u c t  o f  p r i v a t e ,  
p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l s  a n d  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n .
6 5 I b i d .
66Jam es  M. G a r n e t t ,  " R e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  S e m in a r y  i n  1 8 6 7 , "  1 9 - 2 1 .
Q u o te d  i n  W a l t e r  L. F l e m i n g ,  "The L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
S e m i n a r y ,  1 8 6 5 - 1 8 6 9 , "  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  A lu m n u s , V 
( 1 9 0 9 - 1 0 ) ,  175.
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Y e t  i n  h i s  f i r s t  p o s t w a r  R e p o r t s  h e  c h a m p io n e d  p u b l i c ,
t a x - s u p p o r t e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  and  p r o m o t e d  i t  i n
68p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  " i n d i g e n t "  y o u t h s .  H is  own t r a i n i n g  c o n ­
s i s t e d  o f  " c l a s s i c a l "  s t u d i e s  l i k e  L a t i n  a n d  m a t h e m a t i c s ,
y e t  h e  r e p e a t e d l y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  make t h e  S e m in a ry
69" t h e  l e a d i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u t h . "  H is  
e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  was c o m p l e t e l y  l a c k i n g  i n  m i l i t a r y  
t r a i n i n g ,  y e t  h e  becam e a n  a r d e n t  a d v o c a t e  o f  " t h e  m i l i t a r y  
s y s t e m "  a s  t h e  b e s t  m e th o d  o f  i n s t i l l i n g  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  y o u t h .  He d i d  n o t  r e n o u n c e  t h e  
o l d e r ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n ;  r a t h e r ,  
he  s o u g h t  t o  k e e p  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  o l d  a n d  a d d  t o  i t  s t u d i e s  
w h ic h  w o u ld  m ee t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a  more  " p r a c t i c a l "  a g e .  What 
h e  h o p e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  was a  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n  w h ic h  w o u ld  t r a i n  y o u n g  men " m e n t a l l y ,  m o r a l l y ,  a n d  
p h y s i c a l l y , "  t o  a s su m e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  
a n d  t h e i r  s t a t e . ^  By 1868 he  t h o u g h t  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S e m in a r y
^ R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1866 ,  p .  11; 
R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1 867 ,  p .  1 0 .
®®David Boyd t o  Jam es  B oyd,  A u g u s t  2 2 ,  1 8 68 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .
^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  3 4 9 - 5 0 .
D a v i d ' s  v i s i o n  o f  w h a t  a u n i v e r s i t y  o u g h t  t o  be  was a j o t l y _ e x -  
p r e s s e d  i n  h i s  R e p o r t  f o r  1869 .  Q u o t i n g  t h e  " n o b l e  / E z r a /  
C o r n e l l , " he  u r g e d ,  " L e t  u s  h a v e  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h e r e  any  p e r ­
s o n  c a n  f i n d  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  any  s t u d y ! "  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  
o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  18 69 ,  p .  2 1 .
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was p e r f o r m i n g  t h a t  t a s k .  The  s c h o o l  o f f e r e d  b a c h e l o r s  
d e g r e e s  i n  b o t h  " l i t e r a r y ” a n d  " s c i e n t i f i c "  s u b j e c t s .  I t  
a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a  d e g r e e  i n  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d ,  f o r  t h o s e  
who c h o s e  t o  e n r o l l  f o r  o n l y  one  y e a r ,  t h e r e  was a  commer­
c i a l  s c h o o l  w h ic h  t a u g h t  b o o k k e e p i n g ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a r i t h m e t i c ,  
a n d  p e n m a n s h i p .  The s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  n i n e t y - e i g h t  c a d e t s  
a n d ,  up o n  g r a d u a t i o n ,  t h e s e  yo un g  men p l e d g e d  t o  t e a c h
s c h o o l  i n  L o u i s i a n a  f o r  two y e a r s .  T h i s ,  t h o u g h t  D a v i d ,  was
71" t h e  h a n d s o m e s t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n . "  To t h o s e  
l i k e  B a r n e s  S e a r s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  P e a b o d y  F und ,  who 
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  s c h o o l  d e f i c i e n t  i n  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  b e c a u s e  
i t  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  "m e th o d s  c o u r s e s , "  D a v id  r e s p o n d e d  h e a t e d ­
l y :  " I  c o n t e n d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t a u g h t  t h i s  i s  t o d a y
t h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  t h o r o u g h  s c h o o l  i n  A m e r i c a . " He a d m i t t e d  
t h a t  was a l a r g e  c l a i m  b u t  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  o t h e r s  w o u ld  a g r e e  
when t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t s  w e n t  o u t  t o  t e a c h  a n d  w e r e  com­
p a r e d  w i t h  g r a d u a t e s  o f
Mr. S e a r s  Norm al  s c h o o l s - - t r a i n e d  i n  h i s  m o s t  a p p r o v e d  
'm e t h o d s '  a nd  f e d  upon  t h e  l a t e s t  Y ankee  t e x t s  . , .
Our m e th o d s  w i l l  make men o f  t h e  boyd  o f  l a .  I  do n o t  
b e l i e v e  h i s  w i l l .  Our t r a i n i n g  i s  n a t u r a l  . . . ;  h i s  
i s  a r t i f i c i a l ,  c ra m p s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  and  f a i l s  t o
71Pi,o s p e c t u s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a r y  o f  
L e a r n i n g  a n d  M i l i t a r y  Academy, J u l y  1, 1867 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  
F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1 8 5 9 - 6 9 ,  Box 19.
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e x p a n d  t h e  s o u l .  Our s y s t e m  i s  W es t  P o i n t  a n d  V a . ;  
h i s  i s  New E n g l a n d . 72
D a v i d  a l s o  t h o u g h t  a  y o u n g  m a n ' s  e d u c a t i o n  t o o k
p l a c e  o u t s i d e  a s  w e l l  a s  i n s i d e  t h e  s c h o o l  room .  To t h a t
e n d  h e  e x p e n d e d  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  am o u n ts  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s
m e a g e r  in co m e  on b o o k s ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  p r i n t s ,  z o o l o g i c a l  a n d
g e o l o g i c a l  e x h i b i t s .  When t h e  s c h o o l  r e o p e n e d  i n  1865 ,
n o t h i n g  r e m a i n e d  f ro m  p r e w a r  d a y s  b u t  t h e  b a r e  w a l l s .  D av id
p r o c e d e d  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  l i b r a r y  a n d  r e f i t  t h e  c h e m i s t r y  a n d
" n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y "  d e p a r t m e n t s .  In  1866 h e  s p e n t  o v e r
$ 8 , 0 0 0  on  b o o k s  a n d  " s c i e n t i f i c  e q u i p m e n t . "  F o r  t h e  n e x t
y e a r  h e  a s k e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  T he  l i b r a r y  c l a i m e d  2 , 0 0 0  v o lu m e s  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1867.
By t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  t o t a l  r o s e  t o  3 , 6 6 0 .  Much o f  t h e
i n c r e a s e ,  D a v id  n o t e d ,  was due  t o  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  S e n a t o r
J o h n  She rm an  and  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  T .  She rm an  who h a d  c o p i e s
o f  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  s e n t  t o  t h e  
73s c h o o l .  ^ Even  when t h e  t r e a s u r y  was e m p ty ,  D a v id
7 D a v id  Boyd t o  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r ,  May 13, 1868 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .  D a v i d ' s  a n im u s  f o r  
S e a r s  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  g r a n t  t h e  
s e m i n a r y  $ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  P e a b o d y  f u n d s  u n l e s s  i t  i n s t i t u t e d  a 
" N o rm a l” d e p a r t m e n t .
7,jR e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1866 ,  p p .  7, 
13;  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1 8 6 7 ,  p p .  5 ,  11.
165
c o n t i n u e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  e x p e n s i v e  r e f e r e n c e  works  f o r  t h e  
l i b r a r y .  E a r l y  i n  1869 a j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
v i s i t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  i n s p e c t e d  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  The Com­
m i t t e e  t h o u g h t  t h e  l i b r a r y  and  " p h i l o s o p h i c a l "  a p p a r a t u s  
w ere  a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d .  But  Da­
v i d  d i s a g r e e d .  In  h i s  a n n u a l  r e q u e s t  f o r  S e m in a ry  a p p r o p r i ­
a t i o n s  he  b u d g e t e d  a minimum o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  books  a n d  e q u i p -  
74m en t .  M eanw hile ,  he  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  f o r  
m i n e r a l ,  g e o l o g i c a l  and  f o s s i l  s p e c i m e n s .  He s o l i c i t e d  
g i f t s  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y  and  c o m m iss io n e d  p o r t r a i t s  o f  G. Mason 
Graham and  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  T. Sherman f o r  t h e  b a l l r o o m . ^ 5 
F i n a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  D av id  t h o u g h t  t h e  c a d e t s  c o u l d  a c q u i r e  
s o m e t h i n g  f rom  t h e  "company o f  l a d i e s "  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
b o o k s ,  t h e  S e m in a ry  s c h e d u l e d  d a n c e s  on a p p r o p r i a t e  o c c a ­
s i o n s .  In  h i s  P r o s p e c t u s  f o r  1S67 D av id  n o t e d ,  "The 'H op '  
h a s  w orked  l i k e  a  charm  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  two s e s s i o n s  i n  p o l ­
i s h i n g  t h e  m anners  and  r e f i n i n g  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  c a d e t s . 75
7^R e p o r t  o f  t h e  J o i n t  Com m it tee  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  I n v e s t i g a t e  C h a r i t a b l e  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  J a n u a r y , 1869 ,  i n  
Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1 86 0 -6 9 ,  Box 2 0 .
75P r o s p e c t u s , J u l y  1, 1867,  i b i d . ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  
1 8 59 -6 9 ,  Box 19; A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , J u l y  1, A u gu s t  
1 2 , 1868.
7 6 P r o s p e c t u s , J u l y  1, 1867,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) 
P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  1 8 5 9 -6 9 ,  Box 19,
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I n  m a t t e r s  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  D a v id  B o y d ’s  i d e a s  w e r e  
o b v i o u s l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by  t h o s e  o f  h i s  famous p r e d e c e s s o r ,  W.
T .  Sherm an.  Sherman b e l i e v e d  f i r m l y  i n  s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  
d u t y ,  s t e r n  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s , a n d  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y ,  s u b ­
j e c t  o n l y  t o  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
t o  g o v e r n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  However ,  t h e  B o a r d  r e v i s e d  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 860 .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  s u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t  a n d  t h e  a c a d e m ic  b o a r d  s h a r e d  pow ers  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g
77s u c h  m a t t e r s  a s  e x p u l s i o n  f ro m  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  The same 
r u l e s  a p p l i e d  when D a v i d  became s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a f t e r  t h e  
C i v i l  War. I f  a  c a d e t  e a r n e d  e n o u g h  d e m e r i t s  a n d  t h e  academ­
i c  b o a r d  recom m ended  i t ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  c o u l d  d i s m i s s  
h im  f rom  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  As a  l a s t  r e s o r t ,  t h e  c a d e t  c o u l d  
a p p e a l  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  Sherman o b j e c t e d  t o  
p r o c e d u r e  on  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  made t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a  
pawn,  s u b j e c t  t o  p r e s s u r e  f rom  b o t h  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  s u p e r v i ­
s o r s .  He t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t  d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  
t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . B y  1866,  D a v i d  h a d  come t o  t h e  same 
c o n c l u s i o n .  A r e b e l l i o u s  c a d e t ,  S t o c k t o n ,  r e p e a t e d l y  r e ­
p o r t e d  by t h e  com m andan t ,  J .  A. A. W e s t ,  was d i s m i s s e d  on
77 F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 9 2 - 9 3 .  
7® I b i d .
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r ec o m m e n d a t io n  o f  t h e  academ ic  b o a r d .  One h u n d r e d  and 
e l e v e n  c a d e t s  s i g n e d  a  p e t i t i o n  o b j e c t i n g  t o  S t o c k t o n ' s  e x ­
p u l s i o n  and dem anding  t h a t  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  commandant be  
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  The p e t i t i o n  was g i v e n  t o  S t o c k t o n  t o  u s e  a s  
he  saw f i t .  The commandant t h e n  s u b m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  
n o t  w i s h i n g  t o  i n j u r e  t h e  s c h o o l .  But  Dav id  r e f u s e d  t o  a c ­
c e p t  i t .  He d i d  r e l i e v e  West o f  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  commandant ,  
b u t  n o t  u n t i l  he m et  w i t h  t h e  c a d e t s ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t o  them  
t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n  t o  
S t o c k t o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  He gave them 
u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  day t o  r e c o n s i d e r  a n d  t o  t r y  t o  " a n n u l  t h e  
b a d  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e . "  He a l s o  c i t e d  t h e  r e g u l a ­
t i o n s  w h ic h  a l l o w e d  S t o c k t o n  t o  a p p e a l  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  B o a rd  
i f  he  t h o u g h t  he h a d  b e e n  w ro n g e d .  I f ,  by t h e  n e x t  d ay ,  t h e  
c a d e t s  s t i l l  t h o u g h t  S t o c k t o n  h a d  b e e n  t r e a t e d  u n j u s t l y ,  Da­
v i d  w o u ld  r e v ie w  t h e  e n t i r e  c a s e ,  a n d ,  a s  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
r e q u i r e d ,  su b m i t  t h e  d i s p u t e  t o  t h e  Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .
The f o l l o w i n g  day a l l  b u t  e l e v e n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p e t i t i o n ­
e r s  s i g n e d  a s e c o n d  one  which a d m i t t e d  t h e i r  e r r o r  i n  t h e  
u s e  made o f  th e  f i r s t .  David a c c e p t e d  i t .  T he  r e c a l c i ­
t r a n t s  s u b m i t t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own w h i c h  d i d  n o t  m ee t  
D a v i d ' s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  " T h e i r  c o n d u c t  was m u t i n y ,  and t h e
79p e n a l t y  was summary d i s m i s s a l . "
S h e r m a n ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  p r o v e d  c o r r e c t .  A few  d a y s  l a t ­
e r  D a v id  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  a f r i e n d  i n  t h e  com m uni ty ,  
W i l l i a m  S e a y .  S e a y  was a l a w y e r ,  p o l i t i c i a n ,  a n d ,  f o r  a  
b r i e f  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, h a d  s e r v e d  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d ­
e n t  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  He b e g g e d  D a v id  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  e x ­
p u l s i o n  o f  t h e  e l e v e n  c a d e t s .  D a v i d ' s  a u t h o r i t y  h a d  b e en  
v i n d i c a t e d  a n d  t h e  b o y s  h a d  b e e n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  h u m i l i a t e d .
The p l e a  s u c c e e d e d .  On J a n u a r y  4 ,  1 86 7 ,  D a v id  i s s u e d  a  g en ­
e r a l  o r d e r  r e i n s t a t i n g  f i v e  o f  t h e  e l e v e n  d i s m i s s e d  c a d e t s .  
They p r o m i s e d  t o  obey  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  a d m i t t e d  t h e  e r r o r  o f  
t h e i r  w a y s .  D a v i d ' s  o r d e r  a l s o  o f f e r e d  p a r d o n  a n d  r e i n s t a t e ­
m ent  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  i f  t h e y  made s i m i l a r  r e p a r a t i o n .  
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t o c k t o n  a f f a i r  D a v id  made h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  
a n d  b e l i e f  i n  Commandant W e s t ' s  c o r r e c t  c o n d u c t  e x t r e m e l y  
c l e a r  t o  c a d e t s  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  a s  w e l l .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  P r o ­
f e s s o r  W est  was n o t  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  p o s t  o f  com m andant .  He 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e s i g n e d  h i s  p r o f e s s o r s h i p ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  he  
c o u l d  n o t  r e m a i n  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  i f  he  c o u l d  n o t  re s u m e  h i s  
o l d  p o s i t i o n .  Months l a t e r  he  t h a n k e d  D a v id  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t .
79 D a v id  Boyd t o  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  December 2 1 ,  
1 866 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 6 - 6 9 ,  Box 1 .
80W. E .  Seay  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, Decem ber  2 1 ,  1 8 66 ,  i b i d . ,  
A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 11; G e n e r a l  O r d e r  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,
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"The c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  you  a p p r e c i a t e d  me i s  t h e  h i g h e s t
Q  *1
r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  my l i f e . "  D a v i d ' s  a t t i t u d e  c o n c e r n i n g
t h e  S t o c k t o n  a f f a i r  was b e s t  e x p r e s s e d  when h e  f o r w a r d e d  t h e
c a s e  t o  t h e  B o a r d .  " I  h a v e  made t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  B oa rd  o f
S u p e r v i s o r s , "  he  w r i t e ,  " o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  made my d u t y  by
82t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  s u c h  c a s e s . "  Y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when he  
d r a f t e d  t h e  b i l l  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  m e r g e r  o f  t h e  L o u i ­
s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u i ’a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  
C o l l e g e ,  h e  c a r e f u l l y  i n c l u d e d  c l a u s e s  w h ic h  r e q u i r e d  t h e  
B o a r d  t o  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  " s u f f i c i e n t  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
e n a b l e  h im  t o  m a i n t a i n  p r o p e r  d i s c i p l i n e  and  g o o d  o r d e r "  a n d  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i n  " a l l  m a t t e r s  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  c o n d u c t  and  b e h a v i o r  o f  s t u d e n t s  o r  c a d e t s  t h e  p r e s i ­
d e n t  a l o n e ,  and  n o t  t h e  f a c u l t y  o r  a ny  p r o f e s s o r ,  s h a l l  
d e c i d e  a n d  a c t . " 83
J a n u a r y  4 ,  1867,  i b i d . , L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  
P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 6 - 6 9 ,  Box 1 .
81 D a v id  Boyd t o  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  D ecem ber  2 1 ,  
1866 ,  i b i d . ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  p a p e r s ,  
1 8 6 6 - 6 9 ,  Box 1; J .  A. A. West  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J a n u a r y  15, 
1 8 6 / 7 / ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 11; J o h n  A. A. W est  
t o  D a v i d  Boyd, A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1 8 67 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l ­
l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 12 .
82 D a v id  Boyd t o  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  Decem ber  2 1 ,  
1866 ,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 6 - 6 9 ,  Box 1.
83A c t s  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  1 877 ,  No. 145 ,  S e c t i o n  2 2 .
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The S t o c k t o n  c a s e  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e  o f  
i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  i n f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  w h i c h  D a v id  h a d  
t o  f a c e  w h i l e  t h e  S e m in a r y  was l o c a t e d  i n  R a p i d e s .  I t  was 
t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s .  B u t  o t h e r  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  
r e f l e c t  more a c c u r a t e l y  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t e m p e r  j u s t i c e  
w i t h  m e r c y .  C a d e t  H en ry  Brown was d i s m i s s e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  
1S66,  i n  s p i t e  o f  a  p e t i t i o n  by  t w e n t y - e i g h t  f r i e n d s  t h a t  
h e  be  a l l o w e d  t o  s t a y .  However ,  D a v id  h a d  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  t h e  
h e a d s t r o n g  Brown a  s e c o n d  c h a n c e .  R e g r e t f u l l y ,  D a v id  
d e n i e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a s  " j u s t i c e  w o u ld  be  o u t r a g e d "  an d  
" c l e m e n c y  m i s u s e d "  i f  Brown w e r e  r e i n s t a t e d .  A n o t h e r  c a d e t  
was l u c k i e r .  P r o f e s s o r  J .  P .  B e l l i e r ,  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  
o f  L a t i n ,  g a v e  C a d e t  J .  S .  L anaux  a  z e r o  a n d  s e n t  h im  t o  
s t u d y  h a l l  b e c a u s e  h e  came t o  c l a s s  u n p r e p a r e d .  C a d e t  
L anaux  a p p e a l e d  t o  D a v i d ,  c l a i m i n g  t h e  g r a d e  was u n j u s t .  
B e l l i e r  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  Lanaux  " d i d  n o t  know a  w o rd "  o f  h i s  
l e s s o n .  "He s a y s  he  d i d ;  I  s a y  he  d i d  n o t .  Who i s  g o i n g  
t o  b e  t h e  j u d g e ?  He o r  I ? "  B e l l i e r  r e f u s e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  
g r a d e  u n l e s s  D a v id  o r d e r e d  h im  t o  do s o .  S i x  w eek s  l a t e r  
t h e  s c e n e  was r e p e a t e d .  The d r a m a t i s  p e r s o n a e  w e r e  t h e  
sam e b u t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  s u b j e c t  was F r e n c h .  A g a i n  D a v i d  was 
c a l l e d  upon  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  d i s p u t e .  S e v e r a l  m o n th s  l a t e r
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C a d e t  Lanaux n o t i f i e d  D av id  t h a t  " a f t e r  m a t u r e  
d e l i b e r a t i o n , "  he  h a d  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  d e v o t e  h i s  t im e  any  
l o n g e r  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  L a t i n .  L a t i n  was a r e q u i r e d  s u b j e c t  
and  Lanaux was a  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t ,  D av id  w a i t e d  f o u r  days  
f o r  C a d e t  Lanaux t o  c e a s e  h i s  d e f i a n c e .  Then  he  e x p e l l e d  
him w i t h  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  t o  t h e  B o a r d .  I f  C a d e t  L a n a u x ' s  b e ­
h a v i o r  w e re  t o l e r a t e d ,  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t  law w ou ld  b e ­
come "a  f a r c e  a n d  a  g r o s s  i n j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  t a x p a y e r s , "  The 
s c h o o l  m ig h t  b e t t e r  c l o s e  a nd  t h e  b u i l d i n g  be  u s e d  a s  an 
a s y lu m  f o r  o r p h a n e d  c h i l d r e n .  He r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  C a d e t  
Lanaux h a d  n o t  l e a r n e d  " t h e  f i r s t  l e s s o n  o f  a c a d e t ,  o b e d i -
OA
e n c e  t o  a u t h o r i t y . "
Somehow C a d e t  Lanaux a v o i d e d  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  o r d e r  and  
r e s u m e d  h i s  s t u d e n t  c a r e e r .  But  by May, 1869 ,  he  was i n  
t r o u b l e  a g a i n .  T h i s  t i m e  e i g h t  c a d e t s  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  s u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t  t o  " r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n "  a n d  " l o o k  w i t h  
a l l  p o s s i b l e  l e n i e n c y  on h i s  ^ / L a n a u x ' s /  y o u t h . "  Dav id  
r e p l i e d  t h a t  " i n  d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  sy m p a th y  o f  h i s  f e l l o w
0 4
° ^ P e t i t i o n  by c a d e t s  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D. F.  Boyd, 
O c t o b e r  S,  1S66, i n  Boyd (D av id  F .  ) P a p e r s ,  Box 11; J .  S. 
Lanaux t o  C o l .  D av id  Boyd, March 2 ,  1868; J .  P .  B e l l i e r  t o  
C o l .  D. F. Boyd, u n d a t e d ;  J .  S .  Lanaux t o  C o l .  D av id  Boyd, 
A p r i l  17,  1868; J .  p .  B e l l i e r  t o  D. F.  Boyd, u n d a t e d ,  i b i d . , 
Box 5;  J .  S .  Lanaux t o  C o l .  D a v id  B o y d , J a n u a r y  25 ,  1869;
C o l .  Boyd t o  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  1869,  i b i d . , 
Box 11.
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c a d e t s  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  good  s t a n d i n g  h e r e t o f o r e "  o f
C a d e t  L a n a u x ,  h e  w o u ld  r e v o k e  h i s  l a t e s t  d i s m i s s a l  o r d e r .
Bu t  Lanaux m u s t  g i v e  a w r i t t e n  p r o m i s e  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  n e v e r
85a g a i n  em ploy  a  " d e a d l y  w eapon  i n  a n  a f f r a y . "  D a v id  seem s 
t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n  an  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r g i v i n g  mood. J u s t  t h e  day  
b e f o r e  h e  g r a n t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  b e g g i n g  h im  t o  r e i n s t a t e  two 
c a d e t s  a c c u s e d  o f  t h e f t .  One o f  t h e  t h i r t y - n i n e  s i g n a t u r e s  
m us t  h a v e  s t o o d  o u t .  I t  b e l o n g e d  t o  Thomas D u c k e t t  Boyd, 
D a v i d ' s  y o u n g e s t  b r o t h e r ,  t h e n  a  c a d e t  a t  t h e  Sem inary .® ®
I n  s p i t e  o f  D a v i d ' s  a b s o r p t i o n  w i t h  h i s  p u b l i c  
d u t i e s  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r y ,  h e  d i d  n o t  com­
p l e t e l y  f o r e g o  a p r i v a t e  l i f e .  I n  t h e  l a t e  summer o f  1865 ,  
h e  i n f o r m e d  D r .  P o w h a ta n  C l a r k e ,  a  f o r m e r  c o l l e a g u e  a n d  a  
c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  t h a t  h e  p l a n n e d  t o  m a r r y .  C l a r k e  l a b e l e d  t h e  
news " a s t o u n d i n g . "  He a c c e p t e d  D a v i d ' s  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t ­
t e n d  t h e  c e re m o n y  a n d  p r o m i s e d  t o  b r i n g  w i t h  h im  F a t h e r  
B e l l i e r ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  a t  A l e x a n d r i a ,  and  G e n e r a l  G. 
Mason Graham. C l a r k e ' s  own c a r r i a g e  was "s m a s h e d , " s o  t h e y
8 5 P e t i t i o n  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D a v id  Boyd,  May 2 9 ,  
1869;  D a v id  Boyd i n  r e p l y  t o  P e t i t i o n ,  May 2 9 ,  1 869 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 6 - 6 9 ,  Box 1.
o  ez
P e t i t i o n  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D. F .  Boyd, May 2 8 ,  
1869 ,  i b i d .
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w o u l d  make t h e  t r i p  i n  h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w ' s  c o a c h ,  " w i t h  f o u r  
s p a n k i n g  h o r s e s . "  " I  w a n t  M rs .  B. a n d  y o u r s e l f  t o  s a y  t h a t  
y o u r  w e d d in g  was a t t e n d e d  by  a g r a n d e e  ( k e e p i n g  a  g r o c e r y  a t
07
C o t i l e  I )  i n  a  c o a c h  and  f o u r i ; " 01
"Mrs, B , , "  t h e  f o r m e r  E s t h e r  G e r t r u d e  W r i g h t  o f  
C h e n e y v i l l e ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  was t w e n t y - o n e  when s h e  m a r r i e d  
D a v i d  on  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1865.  He c e l e b r a t e d  h i s  t h i r t y - f i r s t  
b i r t h d a y  t h e  sam e d a y .  E s t h e r ,  o r  E t t i e ,  was t h e  y o u n g e s t  
o f  t h e  f i v e  l i v i n g  c h i l d r e n  o f  D r .  J e s s e  D u r a s t u s  W r i g h t  and  
S a r a  R o b e r t  G r i m b a l l  W r i g h t .  Born i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  and  e d u ­
c a t e d  a t  Y a l e ,  J e s s e  W r i g h t  m i g r a t e d  t o  W o o d v i l l e ,  M i s s i s s -  
s i p p i .  T h e r e  he  m et  t h e  G r i m b a l l  a n d  R o b e r t  f a m i l i e s ,  e n -  
r o u t e  w e s t w a r d  f r o m  t h e i r  homes i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  W r i g h t  
t r a v e l e d  w i t h  th e m ,  s e t t l i n g  f i n a l l y  n e a r  C h e n e y v i l l e ,  
L o u i s i a n a ,  i n  1 8 2 0 .  The n e x t  y e a r  h e  m a r r i e d  S a r a  R o b e r t  
G r i m b a l l ,  t h e n  a b o u t  s i x t e e n .  L ik e  many p r o m i n e n t  men o f  
t h e  r e g i o n ,  J e s s e  W r i g h t  c o m b in e d  m e d i c i n e  w i t h  p l a n t i n g  a n d  
m e r c a n t i l e  i n t e r e s t s .  He was a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
a n d  t h e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .  The W r i g h t s  a c q u i r e d  a l a r g e
87 Dr .  P o w h a ta n  C l a r k e  t o  D a v id  Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  8 , 
1 8 6 5 ,  i b i d . , A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 7 .  C l a r k e ,  a  V i r g i n i a n ,  
s e r v e d  a s  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r .  He m a r ­
r i e d  L o u i s e  B o y c e ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  Ju d g e  Henry  
B o y c e ,  o f  R a p i d e s  P a r i s h ,  i n  1861 .
p l a n t a t i o n ,  N o r t h  B end ,  a b o u t  one m i l e  f rom  C h e n e y v i l l e ,  a n d
OO
i t  was t h e r e  t h a t  E t t i e  W r i g h t  was b o r n  i n  1 8 4 4 .  S i x  
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1850,  J e s s e  W r i g h t  d i e d .  S a r a  W r i g h t  s o l d  
N o r th  Bend a n d  p u r c h a s e d  Greenwood P l a n t a t i o n ,  w e s t  o f  
C h e n e y v i l l e ,  f rom  one o f  h e r  s o n s - i n - l a v / ,  L e ro y  A u g u s tu s  
S t a f f o r d .  S t a f f o r d  was  i n  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  N o r t h  
Bend was s o l d  t o  h i s  c r e d i t o r .  By t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  
C i v i l  w a r  S t a f f o r d ' s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  h a d  i m p r o v e d .  He h a d  a c ­
q u i r e d  E d g e f i e l d  P l a n t a t i o n  a d j o i n i n g  G reen w o o d .  But  h i s  
d e b t  t o  h i s  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  was s t i l l  u n p a i d .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  
o f  1861, h e  fo rm e d  a  v o l u n t e e r  company,  t h e  S t a f f o r d  G u a r d s .  
Among t h e  e n l i s t e d  men w as  D av id  F .  B o y d . ^ 9  S t a f f o r d  
s e r v e d  on  t h e  V i r g i n i a  f r o n t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  f r o m  wounds 
s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  i n  May, 1864.  By 
t h a t  t i m e ,  D a v i d  h a d  r e t u r n e d  t o  L o u i s i a n a  a n d  r e j o i n e d  t h e  
army n e a r  A l e x a n d r i a .  B e c a u s e  h e  was c o n s i d e r e d  "a  f r i e n d  
o f  t h e  f a m i l y , "  D a v id  p r o m i s e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  b e r e a v e d  W r i g h t  
and  S t a f f o r d  f a m i l i e s  n e a r  C h e n e y v i l l e  i n  J u n e ,  1864.®^
88S t a f f o r d ,  G e n e r a l  L eroy  A u g u s t u s  S t a f f o r d .  293-308.
89 I b i d . . 3 0 - 3 4 .
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I b i d . , 3 9 - 4 4 ;  MCW /M ary  C o r n e l i a  W r i g h t /  t o  D. F .  
Boyd, J u n e  2 2 ,  1864, i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) C i v i l  War P a p e r s ,
Box 2; D. F .  Boyd t o  M is s  M. C. W r i g h t ,  Ju n e  2 9 ,  1864 ,  i n
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W h e th e r  D a v id  a l r e a d y  knew E t t i e  W r i g h t  i n  1864 i s  
n o t  c l e a r .  As a  young  c h i l d  s h e  was e d u c a t e d  a t  home by a  
C o n n e c t i c u t  " s c h o o l  mariu" em p lo y ed  by  h e r  f a t h e r .  L a t e r  s h e  
a t t e n d e d  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s  n e a r  C h e n e y v i l l e  a n d  M a n s f i e l d ,  
L o u i s i a n a .  I n  1857 s h e  w e n t  t o  K e n tu c k y  w i t h  h e r  m o th e r  t o  
v i s i t  h e r  o n l y  b r o t h e r ,  who d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r r i v e d ,  a n d  
E t t i e ,  a b o u t  t h i r t e e n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  was l e f t  a t  a  s c h o o l  i n  
G e o r g e to w n ,  K e n tu c k y .  She  was s o  m i s e r a b l e  t h a t  h e r  m o th e r  
a l l o w e d  h e r  t o  come home.  The n e x t  y e a r  s h e  e n r o l l e d  a t  
Minden F e m a le  C o l l e g e  f r o m  w h i c h  s h e  g r a d u a t e d  a s  v a l e d i c ­
t o r i a n  i n  J u l y ,  1861,  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  D a v id  l e f t  f o r  V i r ­
g i n i a .  D u r i n g  t h e  war  s h e  l i v e d  a t  Greenw ood  P l a n t a t i o n  
w h e re  s h e  o c c u p i e d  t h e  t i m e  by t e a c h i n g  t h e  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n
Q1
o f  h e r  a b s e n t  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  L e ro y  S t a f f o r d .  T h e r e f o r e ,
i f  E t t i e  W r i g h t  met  D a v i d  Boyd b e f o r e  1864 ,  i t  m u s t  have  
b e e n  d u r i n g  a h o l i d a y  f r o m  s c h o o l  o r  on a v i s i t  t o  t h e
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .  Mary C o r n e l i a  W r i g h t  was 
E t t i e  W r i g h t ' s  e l d e r  s i s t e r .  A n o t h e r  s i s t e r ,  S a r a  C a t h e r i n e  
W r i g h t  was L e ro y  A u g u s t u s  S t a f f o r d ' s  widow a n d  t h e  e l d e s t  
l i v i n g  c h i l d  o f  J e s s e  a n d  S a r a  G r i m b a l l  R o b e r t  W r i g h t .  When 
S t a f f o r d  d i e d  i n  1864 h e  l e f t  s e v e r a l  c h i l d r e n  o n e  o f  whom, 
S a l l y ,  m a r r i e d  D a v i d ' s  b r o t h e r ,  C h a r l e s  R u fu s  B o yd ,  i n  
1868 .  S t a f f o r d ,  G e n e r a l  L e roy  A u g u s t u s  S t a f f o r d , 9 6 .
Q1
^ R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  E s t h e r  G e r t r u d e  W r i g h t  Boyd,
1906 ,  i n  Y /r ig h t  ( J e s s e  D . ) P a p e r s ,  D a v i d  F. Boyd F a m i l y  
P a p e r s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
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S e m in a r y  i n  1 8 6 0 -6 1  w h e r e  h e r  nep hew ,  L e ro y  S t a f f o r d ' s  s o n ,
92G e o r g e ,  was e n r o l l e d  a s  a  c a d e t .  ^
News o f  D a v i d ’ s  i m p e n d i n g  m a r r i a g e  s u r p r i s e d  h i s  
f a m i l y  e v e n  more t h a n  i t  d i d  h i s  f r i e n d ,  P o w h a ta n  C l a r k e .  
They  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  i t  t h r o u g h  one  o f  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  who 
v i s i t e d  them  i n  W y t h e v i l l e .  A f t e r  c h i d i n g  D a v i d  f o r  n o t  
t e l l i n g  them  e a r l i e r ,  t h e y  u r g e d  h im  t o  "come home w i t h  h i s  
w i f e "  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  summer.  M e a n w h i le ,  D a v i d ' s  b r o t h e r  
C h a r l i e  was on h i s  way t o  L o u i s i a n a  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e re  no 
b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  young  men i n  W y t h e v i l l e ,  
C h a r l e s  w o u l d  c o n v ey  a l l  t h e  news o f  t h e  W y t h e v i l l e  Boyds t o
q*3
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  B o yd s .
^ 2F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 105 .
^ M i n e r v a  F .  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1865 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id
F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .  C h a r l e s  Boyd t r i e d  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t o  
make a l i v i n g  a f t e r  h e  a r r i v e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  I n  M arch ,
1866 ,  he  a n d  R. W. B r i n g h u r s t  a d v e r t i s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  "Land 
S u r v e y o r s  a n d  c i v i l  E n g i n e e r s , "  i n  A l e x a n d r i a ,  b u t  by A p r i l  
o f  1867 ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  was f a i l i n g  a n d  C h a r l e s  w a n t e d  t o  go 
t o  T e x a s .  Thomas J .  Boyd o p p o s e d  t h e  move u n l e s s  some d e f i ­
n i t e  o f f e r  e x i s t e d .  M e a n w h i le ,  i n  1866 ,  C h a r l e s  d i d  some 
s u r v e y i n g  w o rk  f o r  M rs .  S a r a  G r i m b a l l  W r i g h t  a t  C h e n e y v i l l e .  
He may h a v e  m et  h e r  g r a n d d a u g h t e r ,  S a l l y  S t a f f o r d ,  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  S a l l y  was t h e  e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r  o f  L e ro y  a n d  C a t h e r i n e  
W r i g h t  S t a f f o r d .  She  was t h e r e f o r e  E t t i e  a n d  D a v id  B o y d ' s  
n i e c e .  C h a r l e s  Boyd a n d  S a l l y  S t a f f o r d  w e re  m a r r i e d  on 
A p r i l  3 ,  1 8 6 8 .  C h a r l e s  was t w e n t y - s e v e n ;  i t  was  S a l l y ' s  
t w e n t y - s e c o n d  b i r t h d a y .  By t h e  n e x t  y e a r  h e  was f a r m i n g  
a r o u n d  C h e n e y v i l l e ,  w i t h o u t  much s u c c e s s .  A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  
D e m o c r a t , March 7 ,  1866;  T .  J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  B oyd ,  A p r i l  29,
1867 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 15; M in e r v a  Boyd t o
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The f i r s t  m onths  o f  E t t i e  a n d  D a v i d ' s  m a r r i e d  l i f e  
m ust  h a v e  b e e n  h e c t i c .  The s c h o o l  h a d  j u s t  r e o p e n e d ,  t h e  
w h o le  s t a t e  was p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  a nd  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  s a c k e d  
a n d  o c c u p i e d  by o p p o s i n g  a r m i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  w ar ,  was i n  g r e a t  
n e e d  o f  r e p a i r .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  E t t i e  c h o s e  t o  
s p e n d  C h r i s t m a s ,  1865 ,  w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  a t  C h e n e y v i l l e ,  t h i r ­
t y  m i l e s  away. D a v id  r e m a i n e d  a t  t h e  a l m o s t  d e s e r t e d  Sem­
i n a r y  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  f o u r t e e n  c a d e t s  who c o u l d  n o t  go home 
f o r  t h e  h o l i d a y s .  "Even my w i f e  h a s  d e s e r t e d  m e , "  he  w r o t e  
a  f r i e n d  i n  New O r l e a n s .  He t h o u g h t  t h e  c a d e t s  w e re  h a v i n g  
"a  d u l l  C h r i s t m a s "  a l t h o u g h  h e  was " f e e d i n g  a n d  e g g n o g g in g  
them w e l l . " ® ^
D a v id  and  E t t i e  l i v e d  i n  w h a t  one  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  
d e s c r i b e d  a s  "a  wooden s t r u c t u r e  . . .  r e t i r e d  i n  t h e  woods" 
f ro m  t h e  S e m in a r y  b u i l d i n g .  B u t  t h e  u n m a r r i e d  f a c u l t y  mem­
b e r s  must  h a v e  b e e n  f r e q u e n t  g u e s t s .  One o f  them ,  r e c a l l i n g  
t h e  monotony and  i s o l a t i o n  o f  S e m in a r y  l i f e ,  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  
" t h e  p r e s e n c e  a t  t a b l e  o f  C o l o n e l  B o y d ' s  c h a r m in g  w i f e
D av id  F .  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  16,  1869 ,  i b i d . . Box 5; R e c e i p t  f o r  
t h i r t y  d o l l a r s  p a i d  t o  C h a r l e s  R. Boyd by  S a r a  G. W r i g h t ,
May 2 1 ,  1866 ,  i n  W r i g h t  ( J e s s e  D . ) P a p e r s ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd 
F a m i ly  P a p e r s ,  Box 1; S t a f f o r d ,  G e n e r a l  L eroy  A u g u s tu s  
S t a f f o r d , 9 6 .
943 D av id  Boyd t o  R. M. V e n a b l e ,  December 2 5 ,  1865 ,  i n  
Boyd (D av id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 -6 8 .
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p r e v e n t e d  some o f  u s  f ro m  l o s i n g  a l l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  
95l i f e * "  D a v id  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  t h e  n e a r  a b s e n c e  o f  
" s o c i a l  l i f e . "  He h a d  n e v e r  e n j o y e d  i t  a s  a  s i n g l e  p r o f e s ­
s o r  . Now t h a t  he  was m a r r i e d  a n d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  h e  h a d  
l i t t l e  o r  no t i m e  f o r  i t .  I n  a  c l a s s  b o o k  h e  k e p t  f o r  1866 
he  s c r a w l e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a i l y  s c h e d u l e :
5 r i s e  1 s e m i n a r y
6 b r e a k f a s t  4 home
7 s e m i n a r y  5 s e m i n a r y
8 - 9  6 home a n d  s u p p e r
10 home 7 s e m i n a r y
11 s e m i n a r y  10 home®®
12 home a n d  d i n n e r
F o r  E t t i e ,  who came f ro m  a l a r g e  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  w e a l t h y  
f a m i l y ,  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  i s o l a t i o n  and  a  p r o f e s s o r ' s  l i m i t e d  
incom e m u s t  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a d j u s t m e n t .  Very  
s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  c e re m o n y  t h e  new lyw eds  w e r e  s h o r t  o f  money 
a n d  i n  Novem ber ,  1865 ,  D a v id  a s k e d  h i s  f a t h e r  f o r  a  l o a n .
B u t  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd was i n  w o r s e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  
t h a n  h i s  s o n .  A l t h o u g h  he  h a d  r e t i r e d  o v e r  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  o f  h i s  
p r e w a r  d e b t ,  h e  s t i l l  owed $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  i n  1 8 6 5 .  As f o r  t h e  l o t s  
D a v id  o n c e  owned i n  W y t h e v i l l e ,  T . J .  Boyd h a d  t o  s e l l  them
95‘' ‘' G a r n e t t ,  " R e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
S e m in a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g  i n  1 8 6 7 , "  2 0 .
®®Class Book f a r  1 8 6 5 - 6 6 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F .  ) P a p e r s ,  
M a n u s c r i p t  V o lum es ,  Box 2 3 .
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d u r i n g  t h e  war  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  f a m i l y .  He s t i l l  
owned h a l f  i n t e r e s t  i n  some m o u n ta i n  l a n d  w h i c h  m ig h t  i n t e r ­
e s t  ' 'Yankee c a p i t a l i s t s , "  b u t  a t  t h e  moment h e  h a d  no  f u n d s .  
"As s o o n  a s  I c a n , "  he  p r o m i s e d ,  " I  w i l l  s e n d  you  some 
h e l p . " "  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  came f r o m  D a v i d .  I n  
M arch ,  1866 ,  T .  J .  Boyd a s k e d  D a v i d ,  " i f  y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  
n e e d s  a n o t h e r  i n s t r u c t o r ,  . . . c o u l d  you  n o t  i n t e r e s t  y o u r  
B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s  i n  f a v o r  o f  y o u r  c o u s i n ,  J a s .  M. Boyd / ? /  
You know he  i s  a  v e r y  t h o r o u g h  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h e d  s c h o l a r .  
Jam es  t o l d  me h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  y ou  on t h e  s u b j e c t . " 98
Jam es  M. Boyd was a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a .  D a v id  s e c u r e d  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y  f o r  t h e  1 8 6 6 -6 7  s e s s i o n ,  b u t  i l l  h e a l t h  
k e p t  h im  f ro m  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  n e x t  f a l l .  He r e s i g n e d ,  b u t  
D a v id  u r g e d  t h e  B o a r d  t o  k e e p  h i s  p l a c e  o p e n  u n t i l  t h e  f o l -
Q Q
l o w i n g  y e a r .  3 Jam es  Boyd s u f f e r e d  f ro m  " c o n s u m p t i o n , "  
w h ic h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  c l i m a t e  se e m e d  t o  a g g r a v a t e .  H o p in g  t o  
im p ro v e  h i s  h e a l t h ,  h e  s p e n t  t h e  1 8 6 7 -6 3  t e r m  a t  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  e x p e c t i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  t h e  
f a l l  o f  1868 .  D u r i n g  t h e  summer he  m a r r i e d  a  young  woman,
97T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, November  25 ,  1 8 6 5 ,  
i b i d . , Box 5 .
Q Q
T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, March 2 4 ,  1866 ,  i b i d .
" R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1867 ,  p .  9.
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B e t t y  Lawson,  a n d  w e n t  t o  B a l t i m o r e  f o r  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t .  
But  Thomas J .  Boyd w r o t e  D a v id  i n  J u l y ,  1S68 ,  t h a t  J a m es  was 
no b e t t e r  an d  " c a n  h a r d l y  go  t o  L a . "  By A u g u s t  h e  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  Ja m es  s e em e d  "more f e e b l e . "  How ever ,  M in e r v a  Boyd 
u r g e d  D a v id  n o t  t o  r e l e a s e  Jam es  Boyd f r o m  h i s  c o n t r a c t .
The " h o p e  o f  b e i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t , "  s h e  t o l d  D a v id ,  h e l p e d  t o  
k e e p  Jam es  a l i v e .  A p p a r e n t l y  D a v i d  a c c e p t e d  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  
a d v i c e .  He w r o t e  Ja m es  a  c h e e r i n g  l e t t e r  t e l l i n g  h im  t h a t  
h e  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on  h im  a nd  h i s  " c h a i r  o f  c h e m i c a l  e n g i n ­
e e r i n g "  t o  g i v e  t h e  s c h o o l  " a  g o o d  name; i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l . " 
The Ja m es  Boyds d i d  r e t u r n  t o  L o u i s i a n a ,  b u t  by F e b r u a r y  15, 
1 86 9 ,  Jam es  Boyd was d e a d . ^ ®
D a v id  s e n t  B e t t y  Lawson Boyd a n d  Jam es  B o y d ' s  r e ­
m a in s  b a c k  t o  Y J y t h e v i l l e ,  l a r g e l y  a t  h i s  e x p e n s e .  I n  h e r  
g r i e f ,  B e t t y  w r o t e  D a v i d  on M arch  16,  1 8 6 9 ,  "God w i l l  b l e s s  
y ou ,  f o r  y o u r  g o o d n e s s  t o  h im  / j a m e s / - - Y o u  w e r e  n o t  a  c o u s i n
I O O t .  j .  Boyd t o  D a v id  B o y d ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 86 7 ,
J u l y  2 8 ,  A u g u s t  1 8 ,  1868; M i n e r v a  Boyd t o  D a v id  B oyd,  S e p ­
t e m b e r  6 , 1 8 6 8 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5; D. F .  Boyd 
t o  T .  J .  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  18, 1 8 6 9 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 11; D a v i d  Boyd 
t o  Jam es  M. Boyd, A u g u s t  2 2 ,  1S6S ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r -  
b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .  R e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  Ja m es  Boyd and  D a v i d  
w e re  o b v i o u s l y  s t r a i n e d  when Ja m es  l e f t  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  
J u n e ,  1 8 6 7 .  Thomas Boyd comm ented  on t h e  r i f t  i n  S e p te m b e r  
b u t  t h e  c a u s e  f o r  t h e  t r o u b l e  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  
D a v id  w a n t e d  him t o  r e t u r n .  Ja m es  M. Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, 
J u l y  1 9 ,  1867;  T.  J .  Boyd t o  D a v i d  F .  B oyd ,  A u g u s t  2 9 ,  S e p ­
t e m b e r  2 6 ,  1867 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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b u t  a  b r o t h e r  t o  u s  b o t h ,  i n  o u r  g r e a t  n e c e s s i t y . "  A month
l a t e r  s h e  a s k e d  D a v i d  t o  l e t  h e r  know w h a t  b i l l s  s h e  and
" J i m m i e "  had l e f t  s o  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  s e t t l e  them. B u t  i t  a p -
101p e a r s  s h e  n e v e r  d x d .
In  O c t o b e r ,  1868, D a v i d  assum ed  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
s t i l l  a n o t h e r  V i r g i n i a  Boyd.  Thomas D u c k e t t  Boyd,  t h e  
n i n t h  o f  M in e rv a  a n d  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  B o y d ' s  t e n  c h i l d r e n ,  
f o l l o w e d  h i s  tw o  b r o t h e r s  a n d  h i s  c o u s i n  t o  L o u i s i a n a .  Tom 
was j u s t  f o u r t e e n  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1868 ,  when D a v id  f i r s t  o f f e r e d  
t o  " e d u c a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n "  h i m  a t  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  He was n o t  
s e n t  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  b e c a u s e  t h e  f a m i l y  t h o u g h t  a  summer away 
f r o m  s c h o o l  w o u l d  b e  good f o r  h i s  h e a l t h .  "He i s  a  r e m a r k ­
a b l y  b r i g h t  b o y , "  a  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  e x p l a i n e d  t o  D a v i d ,  "&
n e e d s  a  l i t t l e  g r o w t h  o f  s t a t u r e  more t h a n  o f  m ind  j u s t  
1 02now."-*- The d e s c r i p t i o n  w a s  a c c u r a t e .  By D ece m b er ,  1868,  
D a v i d  r e p o r t e d  t o  h i s  p a r e n t s  t h a t  Tom w as  " d o i n g  w e l l "  i n  
a l l  o f  h i s  s t u d i e s ,  b u t  o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  o l d e r  c a d e t s  
t e a s e d  him a b o u t  h i s  s i z e .  I g n o r e  t h e  " w i l d  La.  b o y s "  and  
" s t a y  m o r a l , "  t h e  f a t h e r  a d v i s e d  young Tom. He s e n t  h im a
1 0 l D a v i d  Boyd t o  T .  J .  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  18,  1 8 6 9 ,  i n  
Boyd (David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 11 ;  B e t t y  Boyd t o  D a v i d  Boyd, 
M arch  16,  A p r i l  14 ,  1S69; T .  J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd, May 9,  
1 8 6 9 ,  i b i d . , Box 1 5 .
102T. J .  Boyd t o  D a v i d  F .  Boyd, J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1868;  
C h a r l e s  Motz ( b r o t h e r - i n - l a w )  t o  D av id  F .  Boyd, M arch  14, 
1 8 6 S ,  i b i d . , Box 5 .
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j, 1 0 3few  j a r s  o f  a p p l e s a u c e .
I n  A p r i l ,  1869 ,  D a v i d ' s  f a m i l y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n ­
c r e a s e d  a g a i n .  E t t i e  Boyd  gav e  b i r t h  t o  t w i n  s o n s .  When 
h e  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  news t o  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  D av id  a s k e d  h i s  m o th e r  
w h a t  s h e  w o u l d  g i v e  t o  s e e  t h e  b a b i e s .  M in e r v a  r e p l i e d ,  " I
h a v e  n o t h i n g  l e f t  o f  a l l  I  once  p o s s e s s e d  b u t  a  handsom e s i l -
104v e r  p i t c h e r .  T h a t  I  w o u l d  g l a d l y  g i v e . "  D a v i d  w a n t e d  t o  
name one s o n  a f t e r  W i l l i a m  S herm an ,  b u t  h i s  m o t h e r  a d v i s e d  
a g a i n s t  i t .  A l t h o u g h  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d  D a v i d ' s  m o t i v e s  f o r  
w a n t i n g  t o  h o n o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  s h e  was  a f r a i d  o t h e r s  w o u ld  
n o t .  T h e r e  w o u l d  be  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  l a t e r  t o  name a  s o n  a f t e r  
Sherm an "when t i m e  h a s  s o f t e n e d  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  S o u t h e r n e r s
t o w a r d  t h e i r  e n e m i e s . I n  t h e  m e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  boys w e r e  
c a l l e d  Reb a n d  J a c k .  A f o r m e r  p r o f e s s o r ,  R. M. V e n a b l e ,  
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  D a v id .  " P e r h a p s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i ­
t i e s  by t h e  p a i r ,  may aw ak en  you t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  S e m in ­
a r y  i s  n o t  y o u r  o n l y  c a r e . "  He s e n t  E t t i e  h i s  r e g a r d s ,  b u t  
w a r n e d  t h a t  " s o  g r e a t  a s t r u c t u r e  a s  my r e s p e c t  f o r  h e r ,
103Thomas J .  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  Decem ber  14,  1S6S, 
i n  Boyd ( T h o s .  J . )  P a p e r s ,  D av id  F .  Boyd F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,
Box 5 .
104 M in e r v a  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, May 2 3 ,  1869 ,  i n  
Boyd  (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  m e l t  i n t o  t h e  a i r ,  i f  s h e  p e r m i t s  you  t o
c a l l  h e r  c h i l d r e n  ’R e b '  a n d  ' J a c k '  / , /  t h e  w h i lo m  nam es ,
106f o r s o o t h ,  o f  two ' p u r p s '  o f  low d e g r e e . "
By 1869 i t  was a l r e a d y  v e r y  c l e a i ’ t o  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s
an d  p a r e n t s  t h a t  h e  was t o o  g e n e r o u s  a n d  t o o  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g
f o r  h i s  own good  a n d  t h a t  o f  h i s  f a m i l y .  One f r i e n d  w r o t e ,
" T h e r e  i s  a  p e r s o n  . . . whom I  n e v e r  c o u l d  i n d u c e  y o u  s u f -
107f i c i e n t l y  t o  a d m i r e  a n d  l a b o r  f o r - - t h a t  i s  s e l f . "  B e ­
s i d e s  o p e n i n g  h i s  h o u s e  a n d  p o c k e t b o o k  t o  h i s  r e l a t i v e s ,  Da­
v i d  o f f e r e d  t o  t a k e  i n  a n  u n e m p lo y e d  f o r m e r  c o l l e a g u e ,  E .  
B e r t e  S t .  A nge .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  S t .  Ange t r i e d  t o  o p e r a t e  a 
s c h o o l  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  b u t  by  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 67 ,  he  was i n s o l ­
v e n t .  He w a n t e d  t o  go b a c k  t o  F r a n c e  b u t  I c o u l d  n o t  r a i s e  
t h e  f a r e .  " I  am n o t  w a l k i n g  b u t  r u n n i n g  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  
when I am g o i n g  t o  e a t  f e a r i n g  t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  by t h o s e  who 
knew me some y e a r s  a g o . "  He h a d  no  s h o e s  o r  w i n t e r  c l o t h e s
3-0(3r . V e n a b l e  t o  D a v id  F .  B oyd ,  A u g u s t  2 ,  1869 ,  
i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 12 .  The 
t w i n s  w e re  u l t i m a t e l y  named Thomas J .  a n d  E dw ard  J .  Boyd.
The " J "  s t o o d  f o r  no  name i n  e i t h e r  c a s e  b u t  Thomas l a t e r  
t o o k  t h e  name o f  J a c k s o n .  E dw ard  J .  d i e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 7 1 ,  
a t  B a to n  R ouge ,  L o u i s i a n a .  Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  Boyd 
F a m i l y  G e n e o l o g i c a l  S c r a p b o o k .
107 R. M. V e n a b l e  t o  D a v id  Boyd, A u g u s t  2 ,  1 8 69 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( Y /a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 12 .
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when he a p p e a l e d  t o  D a v i d  f o r  h e l p .  D a v id  o f f e r e d  h im a  
home a n d  s e n t  h im  some money .  E i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r  S t .  Ange 
was s t i l l  p o o r  a n d  s t i l l  p r o m i s i n g  t o  r e i m b u r s e  D a v i d  when 
he  c o u l d . 108
D a v i d  was t o o  p o o r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  S e m in a r y  d u r i n g  su m ­
mer v a c a t i o n s  e v e n  i f  h i s  e x t r e m e  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  " d u t y "  h a d  
p e r m i t t e d  i t .  P l a n s  t o  v i s i t  t h e  Boyds i n  W y t h e v i l l e  w e r e  
r e p e a t e d l y  s e t  a s i d e . 100 H is  d i s a p p o i n t e d  p a r e n t s  u r g e d  h im  
t o  c o n s i d e r  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  a s  w e l l  a s  " t h e  p u b l i c . "  
Thomas Boyd f e a r e d  f o r  D a v i d ’s  h e a l t h  " t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  
p e c u n i a r y  d i s t r e s s  y o u  s u b j e c t  y o u r s e l f  & w i f e  t o  by p o s t ­
p o n i n g  y o u r  c l a i m s  f o r  s e r v i c e  t i l l  a f t e r  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  i s  
p a i d . "  M in e r v a  a g r e e d .  "You h a v e  a lw a y s  w o r k e d  f o r  o t h e r s .  
G iv e  t h a t  u p ,  I b e s e e c h  y o u , "  s h e  w r o t e  h e r  d e d i c a t e d  s o n .
" I  h a v e  l i v e d  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  know t h a t  you  w i l l  g e t  no
110t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  p a i n s . "
The y e a r  1869 p r o v e d  t o  be  one  o f  t r i u m p h  a n d  t r a g ­
e d y  f o r  D a v i d  a n d  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  I t  b e g a n  on a  c a u t i o u s  b u t
108E.  B e r t e  S t .  Ange t o  D a v id  Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  
O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  1 8 67 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 8 7 5 ,  i b i d . , Box 10 .
109T. J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd ,  March 2 4 ,  1 8 6 6 ,  J a n u ­
a r y  2 ,  A u g u s t  2 9 ,  1867;  M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D a v i d  F .  Boyd,  May 
2 1 ,  1 8 66 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5;  T .  J .  Boyd t o  
D. F .  B oyd ,  A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 8 6 7 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 1 5 .
H O x h o s .  J .  Boyd t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1868; 
M in e r v a  Boyd t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1869 ,  i b i d . ,
Box 5 .
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h o p e f u l  n o t e .  D a v id  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  t h a t  d u r i n g  1868, 
d e s p i t e  d e p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h i r t y - t w o  c e n t s  on t h e  d o l l a r ,  t h e  
S e m in a r y  m anaged  t o  m ee t  m o s t  o f  i t s  c u r r e n t  e x p e n s e s .  F u r ­
t h e r m o r e ,  i t s  c r e d i t o r s  a g r e e d  t o  " c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  t r u s t "  i n  
t h e  co m in g  y e a r .  T h e n ,  a l m o s t  c a s u a l l y ,  he  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
" t h e  b u i l d i n g s  s h o u l d  be b e t t e r  p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  f i r e , "  He 
p r o p o s e d  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  two  l a r g e  t a n k s ,  a  f o r c e  pump 
a n d  a  h o s e  on t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e  m ain  b u i l d i n g .  He a l s o  
t h o u g h t  t h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  i n s u r i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e . 1 ^  
R o u t i n e  c o n c e r n s  l i k e  d e p r e c i a t e d  w a r r a n t s  a n d  i n a d e ­
q u a t e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  p r o b a b l y  a s su m e d  l e s s e r  i m p o r t a n c e  a s  
D a v i d ,  t h e  S e m i n a r y ,  a n d  t h e  c a d e t  c o r p s  p r e p a r e d  t o  h o l d  the  
f i r s t  commencement e x e r c i s e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ’s  b r i e f  h i s t o r y .  
D a v i d  b e g a n  p l a n n i n g  a t  l e a s t  a  y e a r  i n  a d v a n c e .  I n  J u n e ,  
1868 ,  h e  w r o t e  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  T .  Sherm an  t h a t  C o l o n e l  Samu­
e l  H. L o c k e t t ,  commandant  a n d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  h a d  
c o m p l e t e d  S h e r m a n ' s  p o r t r a i t ,  t o  b e  h u n g  i n  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  
m a in  h a l l .  D a v id  i n v i t e d  She rm an  t o  come a n d  s e e  i t .  He 
t h o u g h t  J u n e ,  1 8 6 9 ,  w o u ld  be  an  i d e a l  t i m e .  The s c h o o l  
w o u ld  b e  h o n o r i n g  i t s  f i r s t  g r a d u a t e s  a n d  i t  w o u ld  b e  " v e r y  
a p p r o p r i a t e "  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  S h e rm an ,  t o  g i v e
111R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1868 ,  p p .
10-11, 16.
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o u t  t h e  d i p l o m a s . 112 Sherm an  a n s w e r e d  a t  o n c e  t h a t  i f  h e
w e r e  f r e e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p r i n g  h e  w o u l d  come " w i t h  t h e
113g r e a t e s t  o f  p l e a s u r e . "
B e c a u s e  h e  h a d  b u s i n e s s  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  G e n e r a l
Sherm an  d e c i d e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  S e m in a r y  w e l l  b e f o r e  commence­
m e n t .  On J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 8 6 9 ,  he  w r o t e  D a v id  t o  e x p e c t  h i m ,  
h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  a n d  a  C o l o n e l  D a y to n  a n d  l a d y  a b o u t  F e b r u a r y  
1 0 .  H i s  n o t e  e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  G e n e r a l  G. Mason 
Graham d u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t ,  b u t  "he  may h a v e  some f e e l i n g  a g s t  
m e ."  A p p a r e n t l y  D a v id  p l a n n e d  a n  e s c o r t  f o r  S h e r m a n ' s  p a r ­
t y .  He s e n t  S .  B. R o b i n s o n ,  h i s  c l e r k - s e c r e t a r y , t o  New O r ­
l e a n s  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  c h a r g e  a l l  t h e  S h e rm an  p a r t y
1 1 2 D a v i d  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  T .  S h e rm an ,  J u n e  11,  1 8 6 8 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 .
l l 3W. T .  She rm an  t o  D a v id  B o yd ,  J u n e  2 3 ,  1868 ,  i n  
T y p e s c r i p t  o f  t h e  S h e rm an -B o y d  L e t t e r s ,  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  T .  
H a r r y  W i l l i a m s ,  B a to n  R o u ge ,  L o u i s i a n a .  D a v i d  a n d  Sh e rm an  
e x c h a n g e d  l e t t e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  a f t e r  
t h e  w a r .  As G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army, b r o t h e r  o f  
S e n a t o r  J o h n  S h e rm an ,  a n d  a n  o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  P r e s i d e n t  
U. S .  G r a n t ,  She rm an  was o b v i o u s l y  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  h e l p  t h e  
S e m i n a r y .  On D a v i d ’s  r e q u e s t  h e  a s k e d  t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i ­
t u t i o n  t o  s e n d  f o s s i l  c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  He a l s o  
s e n t  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  
i t s  l i b r a r y .  He i n t e r c e d e d  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i ­
t i e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  c o u l d  r e s u m e  f u l l  m i l i t a r y  e x e r ­
c i s e s  a n d  d r i l l .  F i n a l l y ,  h e  o f f e r e d  t o  d e f e n d  D a v id  a n d  
t h e  s c h o o l  t o  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth i f  t h a t  became n e c e s s a r y .
The S e m in a r y  B o a r d  r e s p o n d e d  f o r m a l l y  by  u n a n i m o u s l y  v o t i n g  
a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h a n k s  t o  S h e rm an :  " F o r  t h e  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t
h e  h a s  m a n i f e s t e d  . . . d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  f o r
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e x p e n s e s  t o  D a v i d ' s  a c c o u n t .  I f  R o b i n s o n  sa w  G e n e r a l  
R i c h a r d  T a y l o r ,  " a  g r e a t  f r i e n d  o f  S h e r m a n ' s , "  and  i f  R o b i n ­
s o n  t h o u g h t  T a y l o r  t a k e  i t  w e l l , "  he  s h o u l d  i n v i t e  T a y ­
l o r  t o  accom pany  t h e  p a r t y  t o  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  " A l s o  L on g -  
s t r e e t , "  D a v i d  a d d e d . 114
The  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  a n n o u n c e d  S h e r m a n ' s  i m p e n d i n g  
a r r i v a l ,  co m m en t in g  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e y  "may n o t  f o r g e t  t h e  
b l o o d y  s c e n e s  o f  t h e  w a r ,  / t h e y /  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  ' l e t  t h e  
d e a d  p a s t  b u r y  i t s  d e a d ,  ’ t o  t r e a t  h im v / i t h  r e s p e c t  a n d  
k i n d n e s s  . . .  We a r e  s u r e  t h e  G e n e r a l ' s  v i s i t  w i l l  n o t  f a i l  
t o  b e  a p l e a s a n t  one  i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t . " 11** The p r e d i c t i o n  
p r o v e d  a c c u r a t e .  When S h e rm an  a r r i v e d  home h e  w r o t e  h i s  
b r o t h e r  J o h n  a  l o n g  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  " S o u t h e r n  t r i p . "
t h e  m a t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  h e  h a s  r e n d e r e d . " D a v i d  Boyd t o  
Y / i l l i a m  T .  She rm an ,  May 1 ,  1 86 6 ,  i n  R a c h e l  S h e rm an  T h o r n d i k e  
( e d . ) ,  T he  Sherman l e t t e r s .  (New Y o r k ,  1 8 9 4 ) ,  2 7 3 - 7 4 ;  D a v i d  
Boyd t o  G e n e r a l  W. T.  S h e rm a n ,  J a n u a r y  16,  J u l y  2 7 ,  1 8 6 8 ,  in  
Boyd ( D a v id  F , ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 8 ;  W i l l i a m  T .  Sherm an  t o  
D. F .  Boyd ,  A u g u s t  9 ,  1 8 6 8 ,  i n  Sherm an  (W. T . )  L e t t e r s ,
D a v id  F .  Boyd F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 4 - 9 1 ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h iv e s ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ;  W. T .  Sherm an  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  
A u g u s t  1 7 ,  1 8 6 3 ,  i n  T y p e s c r i p t  o f  t h e  S h e rm an -B o y d  L e t t e r s -  
Copy o f  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  / j u n e  2 4 ,  1 8 6 8 / ,
i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k ,  1 8 5 5 - 1 9 1 3 .
H ^ W i l l i a m  S h e rm a n  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 8 6 9 ,
i n  T y p e s c r i p t  o f  S h e rm an -B o y d  L e t t e r s ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  S .  B.
R. / R o b i n s o n / ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 0 - 6 1 ,  Box 1 .  
D a v i d ' s  memo t o  R o b i n s o n  a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  h im  t o  " t e l l  K e n to n  
t h a t  my n o t e  a t  P i k e ' s  f o r  $ 6 , 0 0 0  m u s t  be e x t e n d e d . "
1 ̂ A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 8 6 9 .
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My o l d  f r i e n d s  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  d i d  a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  t o  
make us  w e lco m e ,  a n d  I  was n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  pay  a  c e n t  on 
s t e a m b o a t ,  a t  t h e  h o t e l ,  o r  a n y w h e r e .  . . .  Boyd was 
p e r f e c t l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  boo k s  y o u  s e n t  h im ,  w h ic h  
w e r e  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  a n d  m a rk e d  w i t h  y o u r  name. I 
f o u n d  my own p o r t r a i t ,  i n  f u l l  u n i f o r m ,  i n  t h e  m a in  
h a l l ,  a n d  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  many boo k s  on  o u r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
w a r .  . . .  Of c o u r s e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e i r  o l d  p r e j u d i c e s ,  
a n d  l a b o r  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  c a u s e  f r o m  s i n k i n g  i n t o  one 
o f  p u r e  m a l i g n i t y , — b u t  . . .  he  / S o y d /  p r o m i s e d  me t o  
t e a c h  h i s  p u p i l s  t o  l o v e  a n d  h o n o r  t h e  w ho le  c o u n t r y .
. . . The  m a r b l e  t a b l e t  . . . o v e r  t h e  m a in  d o o r  on 
w h i c h  was c u t  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "By t h e  l i b e r a l i t y  o f  
t h e  g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  The U n io n — e s t o  p e r p e t u a , "  was 
t a k e n  o u t  a n d  was f o u n d  b r o k e n  i n  p i e c e s .  . . . Boyd 
h a s  o r d e r e d  an  i r o n  c a s t i n g  o f  same s i z e  a n d  sam e i n ­
s c r i p t i o n  a n d  p r o m i s e d  me t o  p l a c e  i t  o v e r  t h e  d o o r  i n  
l i e u  o f  t h e  m a r b l e ,  t o o  much b r o k e n  u p  t o  be  rep laced .-*-1®
I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  g a l a  Sherm an v i s i t ,  D a v i d ' s  cous­
i n ,  t h e  a i l i n g  Jam es  Boyd,  d i e d  on F e b r u a r y  15,  1 8 6 9 .  D a v id ,  
a l r e a d y  i n t e n d i n g  t o  go  w i t h  t h e  Sh e rm an  p a r t y  t o  New O r­
l e a n s ,  now h a d  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  t r i p .  He h a d  t o  h e l p  
B e t t y  Lawson Boyd a r r a n g e  h e r  s a d  j o u r n e y  b a c k  t o  V i r g i n i a .
S .  B.  R o b i n s o n ,  t h e  S e m in a r y  c l e r k  a n d  l i b r a r i a n ,  t r a v e l e d  
w i t h  B e t t y  t o  V i r g i n i a .  D a v id  may h a v e  s p e n t  some t i m e  i n  
New O r l e a n s  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  S e m i n a r y  b e c a u s e  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  was i n  e x t r a  s e s s i o n .  B e s i d e s  t h e  S e m in a r y  a p ­
p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l ,  he  may h a v e  b e e n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  c o n ­
t r o v e r s i a l  " m ix e d "  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b i l l  t h e n  b e i n g
11% .  T. She rm an  t o  J o h n  S h e rm an ,  F e b r u a r y  / ? / , 
1 8 6 9 ,  i n  T h o r n d i k e  ( e d . ) ,  Sherm an  L e t t e r s , 3 2 7 .
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d e b a t e d , 117 By March 19 ,  1 8 6 9 ,  D a v id  was c e r t a i n l y  b a c k  a t
t h e  s c h o o l ,  S .  B. R o b i n s o n ,  t h e n  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  w r o t e  t o
U SD a v id  a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  o f  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  L o u i s i a n a .
I n  l a t e  A p r i l  D a v i d ' s  t w i n  s o n s  w e r e  b o r n ,  a n d  a t  t h e  
e n d  o f  J u n e  t h e  S e m in a r y  a w a r d e d  d i p l o m a s  t o  i t s  f i r s t  g r a d ­
u a t i n g  c l a s s .  D a v i d  d e l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  i n  w h ic h  h e  r e ­
v i e w e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n d u r e d  by t h e  s c h o o l  s i n c e  i t s  r e ­
o p e n i n g  i n  1 8 6 5 .  He p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e  g r a d u ­
a t e s  w o u ld  come t o  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  r e s c u e  when a l l  o t h e r s  d e ­
s e r t e d  i t .  Knowledge was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  w isd o m ,  h e  a d v i s e d .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  common s e n s e ,  
t h e y  m u s t  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  " t o s s  i t  o u t .  . . . The m e c h a n i c  & 
t h e  m e r c h a n t ,  t h e  f a r m e r  & t h e  l a b o r e r  i n  t h e s e  d a y s  o f  
m a t e r i a l  p r o g r e s s ,  a r e  a s  much u s e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  j u s t  a s  
i m p o r t a n t  members o f  s o c i e t y  a s  t h e  l a w y e r ,  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  & 
t h e  p r o f e s s o r . "  F i n a l l y ,  h e  w a r n e d  th em  t o  l e a v e  p o l i t i c s
117W. T.  She rm an  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1869 ,  
i n  T y p e s c r i p t  o f  t h e  S he rm an -B o y d  L e t t e r s ;  Mary B. C l o p t o n  
(Jam es  B o y d ' s  S i s t e r )  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1869 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5; D a v id  Boyd t o  T. J .  Boyd,  
t e l e g r a m ,  F e b r u a r y  18 ,  1869 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 11; Edw in  H. F a y ,  
H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 3 9 8 ) ,  83 ;  
Memelo, " S t a t e  Laws C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  N egro  i n  L o u i s i a n a , "  
6 3 - 6 4 .
118S .  B. R o b i n s o n  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  March 19 ,  1 8 6 9 ,  i n
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 1 1 .
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a l o n e .  "Avoid p o l i t i c s  & p o l i t i c i a n s  a s  you  w ou ld  t h e
p l a g u e  o r  a  p e s t i l e n c e .  I t  i s  a  f i l t h y  p o o l ,  i n  w h ic h  no
119g e n t l e m a n  c a n  d a b b l e ,  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  b e f o u l e d . "
The L o u i s i a n a  D em ocra t  was c h a rm e d .  D a v i d ' s  a d ­
d r e s s  was l a b e l e d  one o f  t h e  m o s t  a b l e ,  t o u c h i n g  a n d  a p p r o ­
p r i a t e  o f  i t s  k i n d .  " I f  we h a d  not  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h e  C o l o n e l  
do s o  many o t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g s ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  a r ­
duous  l a b o r s ,  we s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a s t o n i s h e d  a t  s e e i n g  him
120a p p e a r  i n  h i s  new c a p a c i t y  o f  o r a t o r  a n d  f i n i s h e d  w r i t e r . "
G. Mason Graham p r e s e n t e d  t h e  n i n e  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  t h e i r  d i p ­
lo m a s .  A b a n d  i m p o r t e d  f ro m  New O r l e a n s  p l a y e d  f o r  t h e  o c ­
c a s i o n  a n d  a  " H o p , " w h ic h  l a s t e d  t i l l  dawn, c o m p l e t e d  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s .  "The S e m i n a r y , "  d e c l a r e d  t h e  D e m o c r a t , "has  
p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  i t s  m o s t  t r y i n g  s e a s o n ,  a n d  may now be  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  e s t a b l i s h e d  on a  p e r m a n e n t  b a s i s . "121
L e s s  t h a n  f o u r  m onths  l a t e r  t h e  S e m in a ry  b u r n e d  t o  
t h e  g r o u n d .  E a r l y  on t h e  m o r n in g  o f  O c t o b e r  15, 18 6 9 ,  f i r e  
was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  c o m m issa ry  u n d e r  t h e  k i t c h e n  i n  t h e  
m ain  S e m in a ry  b u i l d i n g .  A t  f o u r  a .m .  a  w a l l  c o l l a p s e d ,
H ^ A d d r e s s  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s ,  by D. F .  Boyd,
J u n e  3 0 ,  1869 ,  i b i d . , Box 15,
■ ^ ^ A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , J u l y  7 ,  1869 ,
1 21 Ib i jd . ; A d d r e s s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  by  D. F .  
Boyd, J u n e  3 0 ,  1869 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15.
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"The s c e n e ,  l i g h t i n g  u p  t h e  d a r k  p r i m e v a l  f o r e s t ,  i n  w h ic h  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  was l o c a t e d ,  i s  d e s c r i b e d  by an  e y e - w i t n e s s  a s  
a w f u l l y  g r a n d  and  s u b l i m e . "  T h r e e  h o u r s  l a t e r  l i t t l e  or  
n o t h i n g  r e m a i n e d . 122 B e c a u s e  t h e r e  was no  way t o  f i g h t  t h e  
f i r e ,  c a d e t s  and  p r o f e s s o r s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on s a v i n g  t h e  l i ­
b r a r y ,  s c i e n t i f i c  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  s c h o o l  f u r n i t u r e .  P e r s o n a l  
p o s s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  c a d e t s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  m aps ,  c o m m issa ry  s t o r e s  
and  d i n i n g  room f u r n i t u r e  w e re  d e s t r o y e d .  D a v id ,  i n  h i s  
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  1869,  c a s t i g a t e d  h i m s e l f  
f o r  n o t  h a v i n g  i n s i s t e d  "more s t r o n g l y "  on  p r e c a u t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  f i r e .  I t  was a " h e a r t r e n d i n g  s p e c t a c l e "  t o  s e e  t h e  
" l a b o r  o f  y e a r s  d e s t r o y e d " i n  a  few h o u r s .  "But  t h a t  was no 
t i m e  f o r  t e a r s  o r  d e s p o n d e n c y .  The S e m in a ry  h a d  t o  be 
s a v e d  and  143 young  men h a d  t o  be f e d  a n d  s h e l t e r e d . " '1'22
The I c e  House H o t e l  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  h o u s e d  t h e  c a d e t s  
u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  go home. M eanw hile  D a v id  s t a r t e d  t o  s e a r c h  
f o r  a  new b u i l d i n g .  By O c to b e r  17 ,  1869 ,  he  was i n  New O r­
l e a n s ,  h a v i n g  s t o p p e d  on t h e  way a t  B a to n  Rouge .  T h e r e  he  
i n s p e c t e d  t h e  S t a t e  Asylum  f o r  t h e  D e a f ,  Dumb a n d  B l i n d  a s  
a  p o s s i b l e  t e m p o r a r y  home f o r  t h e  S e m in a r y .  He a p p l i e d  i n ­
f o r m a l l y  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Asylum B o a r d ,  J o h n  O'Conner ,
122A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t . O c t o b e r  2 0 ,  1 869 .  The 
D em ocra t  p r i n t e d  an  " e x t r a "  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  f i r e  on O c to b e r  
15 .  They r e p r i n t e d  p a r t  o f  i t  i n  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  e d i t i o n  on 
Oct  obex* 2 0 ,  1869 .
123R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  of S u p e r v i s o r s  fo r  1869 ,  pp. 8 -9 .
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i 'o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s h a r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  But t h e  Board  r e f u s e d .
A few d a y s  l a t e r  when t h e  S em in a ry  Board  con v en e d  i n  New
O r l e a n s ,  D av id  r e p o r t e d  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  B a to n  Rouge.
He was s u r e  t h a t  w i t h  " p r o p e r  c a r e "  by t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  o f
b o t h  g r o u p s ,  t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g  c o u l d  be u s e d  a s  a t e m p o r a r y
home f o r  t h e  S e m in a ry .  The Board  a s k e d  G o ve rn o r  Warmoth t o
w r i t e  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Asylum Board a s k i n g  i t  t o  r e c o n s i d e r . 1:24
G o ve rn o r  Warmoth was more t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  o b l i g e .  He u rg e d
th e  Asylum B o ard  t o  g r a n t  t h e  S e m i n a r y ' s  r e q u e s t ,  even  i f
t h e y  had t o  move. Y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and  l o c a l  p u b l i c
o p i n i o n ,  t h e  Asylum Board  g r a n t e d  t h e  S em in a ry  t e m p o r a r y
q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e
I 9 sa p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  •
The c a u s e  o f  t h e  S em in a ry  f i r e  was n e v e r  d e f i n i t e l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  f rom  t h e  f i r s t  some s u s p e c t e d  a r s o n .  The 
L o u i s i a n a  D em ocra t  r e p o r t e d  i n  i t s  s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  on t h e  
b l a z e  t h a t  " t h e  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  t h e  
work o f  an i n c e n d i a r y . "  D a v id ,  i n  h i s  R e p o r t  f o r  1869,
124 " E x t r a "  f o r  O c t o b e r  15, 1869,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  A le x a n d ­
r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , O c t o b e r  20,  1869; New O r l e a n s  D a i l y  P i c ­
ayune  , O c t o b e r  19, 1869; M in u te s  o f  S p e c i a l  M e e t in g  o f  t h e  
Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1869.
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M in u te s  o f  t h e  Board  of  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  21 ,  
O c to b e r  23, 1869;  A nnua l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Board o f  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
and S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  D eaf ,  
Dumb and B l i n d ,  i n  L e g i s l a t i v e  Documents o f  L o u i s i a n a , 1 8 7 0 . 
The l e g i s l a t u r e  d i d  a p p ro v e  t h e  Asylum B o a r d ' s  a c t i o n .  I t
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c a r e f u l l y  a v o i d e d  s p e c u l a t i o n :  "Now a s  t h e n  t h e  o r i g i n  o f
t h e  f i r e  i s  u n k n o w n ."  B u t  D a v i d ' s  R e p o r t  f o r  1869 was d i ­
r e c t e d  t o  a  R a d i c a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  whom h e  was a s k i n g  f o r  e x t r a  
f u n d s  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  s c h o o l .  In  h i s  d i a r y ,  on t h e  f i f t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  f i r e ,  h e  r e c a l l e d :
What a  s c e n e — a s  g r a n d  a s  i t  was a w f u l .  And w h a t  a 
m i s f o r t u n e  t o  o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  & t o  La I And how much 
t r o u b l e  & m i s f o r t u n e  i t  h a s  g i v e n  mej I t  h a s  t a k e n
y e a r s  f r o m  my l i f e .  I t  was b u r n t  no  d o u b t  by t h e
n e g r o e s  i n  r e v e n g e  f o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  n e g r o  I s a a c  
W h i t i n g  by  C a d e t  Simmons.
A lm o s t  s i x t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e  a n  A l e x a n d r i a n ,  Mr. J o n a s  
R o s e n t h a l ,  a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  f i r e  t o  a r s o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
h i s  a c c o u n t ,  a  c a d e t  s h o t  a  N egro  y o u t h  on F r o n t  S t r e e t  i n  Al­
e x a n d r i a  b e c a u s e  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  N egro  " l a c k e d  r e s p e c t . "  The
s t u d e n t  was j a i l e d ,  b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  brcfee 
i n t o  t h e  j a i l  a n d  a l l o w e d  h im  t o  e s c a p e .  He was n e v e r  r e c a p ­
t u r e d .  R o s e n t h a l  b e l i e v e d  t h e  N e g r o e s  r e t a l i a t e d  by b u r n ­
i n g  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  However ,  S e n a t o r  R. G. T h o r n t o n ,  a  s t u d e n t  
a t  t h e  S e m in a r y  i n  1 86 9 ,  d i s p u t e d  t h e  R o s e n t h a l  a c c o u n t .  " I t  
was e v e r  h i s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was n o t  i n t e n t i o n ­
a l l y  f i r e d  by  t h e  n e g r o e s ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a r e l e s s n e s s
a l s o  a u t h o r i z e d  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  b l i n d  i n m a t e s  t o  s e p a r a t e  
q u a r t e r s  " i f  t h a t  s h o u l d  a p p e a r  d e s i r a b l e . "  A c t s  o f  L o u i ­
s i a n a ,  1870,  No. 2 9 ,  p .  5 3 .
126D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  O c t o b e r  15 ,  1874 ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
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1 27o f  e m p l o y e e s .
W h a te v e r  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  f i r e ,  t h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  
a b o u t  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  N e g ro .  On S e p te m b e r  20 ,  1869.
D av id  i s s u e d  an  o f f i c i a l  o r d e r  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  no c a d e t  
c o u l d  v i s i t  e i t h e r  A l e x a n d r i a  o r  P i n e v i l l e  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
u r g e n t  b u s i n e s s  and w i t h  s p e c i a l  p e r m i s s i o n  f ro m  t h e  s u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t .  Any c a d e t  known t o  v i s i t  e i t h e r  town o r  e v e n  t o  
p a s s  t h r o u g h  i t  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  would  be  d i s m i s s e d .  " T h i s  
o r d e r ,  s o  s e v e r e ,  i s  d e c r e e d  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r o ­
t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c a d e t s  t h e m s e l v e s . " To l e a v e  t h e  S em in a ry  
g r o u n d s  a t  a l l  a c a d e t  had  t o  t a k e  an o a t h  t h a t  w h i l e  a b s e n t  
he  would  n o t  d r i n k ,  o r  c a r r y ,  o r  u s e  a " p i s t o l ,  k n i f e ,  o r  
o t h e r  d a n g e r o u s  and  d e a d l y  w e a p o n . "  Those  c a d e t s  who h a d  s u c h  
weapons  w e re  r e q u i r e d  t o  g i v e  them t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a t  
o n c e ,  on p a i n  o f  d i s m i s s a l .  Only " f o w l i n g  p i e c e s "  c o u l d  be 
r e t a i n e d .
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H a r d i n ,  " E a r l y  H i s t o r y  o f  L o u i s i a n a , "  2 4 - 2 5 .
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G e n e r a l  O r d e r  No. 6 , S e p te m b e r  20 ,  1869,  i n  F l e m i n g  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  
P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 6 - 6 9 ,  Box 1.  I n  h i s  R e p o r t  f o r  1369 ,  Dav id  men­
t i o n e d  "an  a f f r a y  i n  t h e  tow n"  i n  w h ic h  a c a d e t  k i l l e d  a  c i t ­
i z e n .  " W i t h o u t  i n t e n d i n g  t o  p a s s  o p i n i o n  . . .  o f  h i s  g u i l t  
o r  i n n o c e n c e  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  l aw ,  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
S e m in a ry  demanded h i s  d i s m i s s a l .  kepor- t  t o  t h e  Board o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1869,  p .  15.
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How lo n g  t h e  Sem in a ry  would  be  d o m i c i l e d  i n  B a t o n  Rouge 
d e p en d e d  upon s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  The m ost  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a ­
t i o n s  w e re  f i n a n c i a l  b u t  l o c a l  p r i d e  was a l s o  i n v o l v e d .  Only  
d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  W. B. G i l l ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Board  o f  
T r u s t e e s  o f  Homer C o l l e g e ,  o f f e r e d  David t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  
t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Mr. G i l l  had h e a r d  ru m o rs  t h a t  t h e  Sem­
i n a r y  would  n o t  be r e b u i l t  i n  R a p i d e s .  " I f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
i n t e n d  t o  l o c a t e  e l s e w h e r e  and m i g h t  come t o  Homer, t h e n  no 
d o u b t  t h e  Homer C o l l e g e  b l d g s . w o u ld  be t e n d e r e d  t o  t h e  s t a t e . "  
B a to n  Rouge m a n i f e s t e d  h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  Sem­
i n a r y  by b r i n g i n g  p r e s s u r e  t o  b e a r  on t h e  A sylum  B o ard  t o
1 9*3s h a r e  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  h o m e l e s s  s c h o o l .  ^
I n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  m ust  h a v e  r e a c h e d  
A l e x a n d r i a  v e r y  q u i c k l y .  On O c t o b e r  27, 1S69,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D em ocra t  u r g e d  h i s  r e a d e r s  t o  a c t  a t  o n c e  i f  
t h e y  w i s h e d  t o  k eep  t h e  S e m in a ry  i n  t h e i r  p a r i s h .  He r e ­
c a l l e d  t h a t  when t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was f i r s t  p r o p o s e d ,  many p a r ­
i s h e s  " v i e d  f o r  i t . "  He now was s u r e  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w ould  
b e g i n  a g a i n .  R a p id e s  h ad  an a d v a n t a g e .  The S e m in a ry  owned
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W. B. G i l l  t o  David  B oyd ,  O c to b e r  2 5 ,  1869 i n  Boyd 
(Thomas J ' . )  P a p e r s  D av id  F. Boyd F a m i ly  P a p e r s ,  Box 5;  R e p o r t  
o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t a t o r s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  
t h e  D eaf ,  Dumb and B l i n d ,  1870, i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P r i n t e d  
P a m p h le t e ,  1 8 7 0 -7 5 ,  Box 20.
l a n d  t h e r e  and a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y - t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  o i  im p ro v e d  
p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  form  o f  p r o f e s s o r s '  homes and  o t h e r  b u i l d ­
i n g s .  I t  was a h e a l t h y  l o c a t i o n .  He s a v e d  h i s  b e s t  a r g u m e n t  
f o r  t h e  e n d .  " I t  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  s a c h  an i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  i s  a s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  com m uni ty  i n  w h ic h  i t  i s  
s i t u a t e d .  And i t  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  be  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  a s t i l l  
g r e a t e r  r e v e n u e ,  when t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  c a u s e s  
t h e  a s s e m b l i n g  o f  a l a r g e r  number  o f  s t u d e n t s . "  The e d i t o r  
c h a l l e n g e d  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s m e n  t o  come f o r w a r d  t o  " S u b s c r i b e  
S o m e th in g  Toward R e b u i l d i n g , "  b e f o r e  o t h e r  p a r i s h e s  d i d .  " C o l ­
o n e l  Boyd,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , i s  w i l l i n g  t o  h ead  t h e  l i s t  
w i t h  h i s  s a l a r y  f o r  two y e a r s  (8 0 0 0 )  w h ic h  he  w i l l  g i v e  t o
r e t a i n  t h e  s e m in a r y  i n  t h i s  p a r i s h  . . . Who w i l l  i m i t a t e  h i s
130e x a m p le ? "  A week l a t e r  t h e  same p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  t h e  r e o p e n ­
i n g  o f  t h e  S em ina ry  i n  i t s  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  a t  B a to n  R ouge .  
The t o n e  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  s u b d u e d .  N o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
would recommend a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  a new S e m in a r y  b u i l d i n g  i n  
h i s  a n n u a l  m e s s a g e ,  t h e  p a p e r  commented;  " T h e r e  e x i s t s  no
good r e a s o n  why t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  be  a g a i n  i n  o p e r a -
131t i o n  i n  R a p i d e s  i n  a y e a r . "
130
A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , O c t o b e r  27 ,  1869 .  The 
c h a l l e n g e  was i s s u e d  i n  b o l d f a c e  t y p e .
^ ^ I b i d . , Novem ber 3, 1 8 6 9 .
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In  O c to b e r  Dav id  p l e d g e d  two y e a r s ’ s a l a r y  t o  r e b u i l d  
t h e  Sem in a ry  i n  R a p i d e s .  When he  composed h i s  R e p o r t  f o r  1869, 
he s t i l l  t h o u g h t  t h e  o l d  l o c a t i o n  b e s t  " f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  h e a l t h  
and a u l d  l a n g  s y n e , "  e v e n  i f  i t  were  n o t  v e r y  a c c e s s i b l e .  But  
he a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  ways t o  make t h e  " t e m p o r a r y "  a cc o m m o da t ion s  
a t  B a to n  Rouge l a r g e r  and more c o m f o r t a b l e .  O b v i o u s l y  he d i d  
n o t  t h i n k  a r e t u r n  t o  R a p id e s  was im m in e n t .  P r i v a t e l y ,
David  had s p e c u l a t e d  on o t h e r  s i t e s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  l o n g  be ­
f o r e  t h e  f i r e .  I n  November, 1869,  he  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  f rom  
James G a r n e t t ,  e x - p r o f e s s o r  o f  G reek  a t  t h e  S em in a ry  i n  1867. 
G a r n e t t  hoped t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  would " t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  
o c c u r r e n c e "  and r e b u i l d  e i t h e r  i n  New O r l e a n s  o r  B a to n  Rouge,  
a s  t h e y  "u se d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t . "  He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  r e f i t t i n g  
t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  B a to n  Rouge, damaged d u r i n g  t h e
war,  m ig h t  be t h e  c h e a p e s t  way t o  g e t  a new b u i l d i n g  and " t h e
, . . .. ,,132l o c a t i o n  i s  f a r  s u p e r i o r .
On November 1, 1869, t h e  Sem in a ry  r e o p e n e d  i n  i t s  new 
l o c a t i o n .  The c a d e t s  s e n t  home on O c t o b e r  15, w i t h  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s  t o  r e p o r t  f o r  d u t y  when n o t i f i e d ,  r e s p o n d e d  q u i c k l y .
By December 31, 1869, t h e r e  w ere  138 i n  a t t e n d e n c e  and more
• ^ ^ K e p o r t  of  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1869,  p p .  
10 -13 ;  James M. G a r n e t t  t o  Dav id  Boyd, November 17, 1869,  i n  
F le m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lpha  F i l e ,  Box 8 .
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w e r e  e x p e c t e d .  A l l  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  moved t o  B a to n  Rouge 
e x c e p t  o n e ,  who was s o o n  r e p l a c e d .  00 The S e m in a ry  a p ­
p e a r e d  r e a d y  t o  m ee t  w h a t e v e r  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  f u t u r e  h a d  i n  
s t o r e .  S i n c e  1865 i t  h a d  w i t h s t o o d  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s e s  and  
p o l i t i c a l  a s s a u l t s .  I t  h a d  f o u n d  f r i e n d s  a n d  p r o t e c t o r s  
e v en  among t h e  R a d i c a l  " e n e m y ,"  and  i t  l i t e r a l l y  s u r v i v e d  
a n  o r d e a l  by f i r e .  T h e r e  w e re  a l s o  m in o r  t r i u m p h s .  I t  
c e l e b r a t e d  a  r e u n i o n  w i t h  i t s  f i r s t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a nd  i t  
s e n t  f o r t h  i t s  f i r s t  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s .  I f  a l l  t h i s  gave  
D a v id  Boyd a  s e n s e  o f  p r i d e  i n  p a s t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  he  can  
c e r t a i n l y  be  e x c u s e d .  C o n s i d e r i n g  w h a t  l a y  a h e a d  i t  i s  
f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  s e c o n d  s i g h t .
^ ^ A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , November 3 ,  1869; 
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B oa rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1869 ,  p p .  8 , 2 0 .
CHAPTER VI
INTO THE MAINSTREAM
E a r l y  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 9 ,  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c h a r i t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  p a i d  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Asylum f o r  t h e  D e a f ,
Dumb a n d  B l i n d .  I t  f o u n d  a  " m a g n i f i c e n t  b u i l d i n g "  g o i n g  t o  
i*uin a n d  h o u s i n g  o n l y  f i f t e e n  i n m a t e s .  The c o m m i t t e e  
t h o u g h t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a s  good  a s  a n y  o f  i t s  t y p e  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  B u t  no r e p a i r s  h a d  b e e n  made s i n c e  1 8 6 1 .  In 
many p l a c e s  f a l l i n g  p l a s t e r  e x p o s e d  t h e  t i m b e r s  t o  d e c a y ,  
f l o o r s  w e r e  r o t t i n g  a n d  r u s t  c o r r o d e d  t h e  t i n - r o o f e d  g a l l e r ­
i e s .  The f u r n i t u r e ,  o n c e  " m a g n i f i c e n t , "  was now "a  p e r f e c t  
w r e c k . "  The c o m m i t t e e ,  b e l i e v i n g  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  m i g h t  c o v e r  t h e  
c o s t  o f  r e p a i r s ,  u r g e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t  a t  o n c e  o r  
s e n d  t h e  i n m a t e s  e l s e w h e r e . The law m a k ers  r e s p o n d e d  p o s i ­
t i v e l y  a n d  d u r i n g  1869 t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g  u n d e r w e n t  c o n s i d ­
e r a b l e  r e n o v a t i o n .  B u t  more  f u n d s  w e r e  n e e d e d  t o  p a i n t  t h e
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o m m i t te e  t o  I n v e s t i g a t e  C h a r i t a b l e  
I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  J a n u a r y ,  1 869 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s , P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1 8 6 0 - 6 9 ,  Box 2 0 ,
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e x t e r i o r  a n d  t o  e r e c t  s t a b l e s  a n d  f e n c e s .  I n  J a n u a r y ,
1S70,  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth a p p o i n t e d  a new b o a r d  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  J .  A. McWhorter  became s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and  D r .  
J .  W, D u p ree  o f  B a to n  Rouge a s su m e d  t h e  p o s t  o f  a t t e n d i n g  
p h y s i c i a n .  T h e r e  w e re  s t i l l  o n l y  t h i r t y - s e v e n  i n m a t e s  b e ­
c a u s e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  M c W h o r te r , m o s t  p e o p l e  
t h o u g h t  t h e  A sy lum  was an  o r p h a n a g e  f o r  i n d i g e n t s ,  n o t  a 
s c h o o l . 2
The e m p t i n e s s  a n d  t h e  s o l i t u d e  a t  t h e  Asylum came t o
an  e n d  when t h e  S e m in a r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n o r t h
h a l f  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A B a to n  Rouge p a p e r  was d e l i g h t e d  t o
welcome t h e  c a d e t s .
We h o p e  a t  t h e  n e s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  
S e m in a r y  w i l l  be  p e r m a n e n t l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  c i t y .  The 
Asylum b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t o o  l a r g e  f o r  t h e  p o o r  u n f o r t u n a t e  
m u te s  a n d  b l i n d s  / s i c /  . . .  By t u r n i n g  o v e r  t h e  Asylum 
b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  S e m i n a r y ,  t h e  S t a t e  w o u ld  s a v e  f u l l y  
t h r e e  f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  am ount  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e b u i l d  . . . 
n e a r  A l e x a n d r i a .
To s e c u r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  S e m in a r y  t o  o c cu py
e v e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  Asylum  b u i l d i n g ,  D a v i d  w e n t  t o  New O r l e a n s
t v / i c e  d u r i n g  J a n u a r y  a n d  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 7 0 .  T h i n g s  d i d  n o t  go
o
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  t h e  L o u i ­
s i a n a  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  D e a f ,  Dumb a n d  B l i n d ,  1870 ,  p .  7 ,  
i b i d . , 1 8 7 0 - 7 5 ,  Box 2 0 .
3
B a to n  R ouge T r i - W e e d ly  A d v o c a t e ,  D ecem ber 1 0 ,  1869
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s m o o t h l y .  He was s u r e  t h a t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  McWhorter  a nd  p a r t  
o f  t h e  Asylum Board  w e re  " m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g "  him b e f o r e  t h e  a p ­
p r o p r i a t e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  " e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c o l o r e d  m e m b e r s . "  A l ­
t h o u g h  he  t h o u g h t  t h e  l aw m a k ers  w ou ld  u l t i m a t e l y  g r a n t  t h e  
S e m i n a r y ' s  r e q u e s t ,  t h e y  f i r s t  i n s i s t e d  on s e n d i n g  a c o m m i t t e e  
t o  B a to n  Rouge t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  j o i n t l y - o c c u p i e d  b u i l d i n g .
Some o f  t h e  " a u g u s t  m e m b e r s , "  D a v id  b e l i e v e d ,  e x p e c t e d  t o  be  
b r i b e d  b e f o r e  i s s u i n g  a f a v o r a b l e  r e p o r t .  B u t  he  i n f o r m e d  
one  t h a t  he "wld  s e e  . . . / t h e  S e m i n a r ^ /  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  s u n k
s o  d e e p  t h a t  p lummet  c l d  n e v e r  r e a c h , "  befox*e h e ,  D a v id ,  
would  s p e n d  o n e  d o l l a r  t o  i n f l u e n c e  a  v o t e .  D a v id  f e l t  " d e ­
g r a d e d "  a t  h a v i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  s u c h  " s c o u n d r e l s , "  b u t  he  a d ­
v i s e d  C o l o n e l  S. II. L o c k e t t ,  i n  c h a r g e  d u r i n g  h i s  a b s e n c e ,  t o  
h a v e  t h e  " i n f e r n a l  d i r t y  k i t c h e n  and  s t o v e "  c l e a n e d  up f o r  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e ' s  v i s i t .  M e a n w h i le ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  McWhorter  c o n ­
t i n u e d  t o  p r o t e s t  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was n o t  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  
h o u s e  b o t h  Asylum i n m a t e s  and  Seminai-y c a d e t s .  David  r e t o r t ­
ed  t h a t  McWhorter  and  h i s  " r e t a i n e r s "  o c c u p i e d  t o o  much s p a c e .  
I f  t h e  s c h o o l s  com bined  t h e i r  k i t c h e n s ,  d i n i n g  rooms a nd  
s t a f f s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  s a v e  money,  t i m e  and room. D av id  w a n t e d  
L o c k e t t  t o  show McWhorter  h i s  l e t t e r s ,  b u t  L o c k e t t  r e f r a i n e d .  
He t h o u g h t  D a v id  m u s t  h a v e  b een  v e r y  " i r r i t a t e d "  when h e  
w r o t e  them .  I f  "we" w e r e  w r i t t e n  t o  i n  s u c h  a way, L o c k e t t
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r e m a r k e d ,  "we" would  b e  " q u i t e  b i t t e r . "
The l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n a l l y  a c t e d .  I t  g r a n t e d  t h e  Sem in­
a r y  t e m p o r a r y  u s e  o f  p a r t  o f  t h e  A sylum  b u i l d i n g  and  a u t h o r ­
i z e d  t h e  Asylum  Board  t o  r e n t  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  i f  n e c e s s a r y .
T he  n e x t  y e a r ,  1871 ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  g a v e  t h e  D e a f ,  Dumb and  
B l i n d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  move o u t  e n t i r e l y ,  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  o l d  home 
t o  t h e  S e m in a r y .  To D a v id ,  t h e s e  l a w s  p r o v e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  
i n t e n t ;  t o  aw ard  t h e  w h o le  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  S e m i n a r y .  B u t  
o t h e r s  w ere  n o t  s o  s u r e .  G o v e rn o r  Warmoth w r o t e  D av id  he  was 
s o r r y  t h a t  " s a t i s f a c t o r y  a r r a n g e m e n t "  c o u l d  n o t  be  made. A l ­
t h o u g h  w i l l i n g  t o  e n d o r s e  a n y t h i n g  t h e  Asylum B o a r d  m i g h t  do 
t o  accom m odate  t h e  S e m in a r y ,  he  t h o u g h t  he  h a d  s a i d  a l l  he  was 
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s a y  on t h e  s u b j e c t . ^  The c o n t r o v e r s y  c o n t i n u e d  
f o r  y e a r s .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  when t h e  S e m in a r y  f i n a l l y  moved o u t  o f  
t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g ,  i t  a g a i n  o c c u p i e d  " t e m p o r a r y "  q u a r t e r s :  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r s e n a l  and B a r r a c k s  a t  B a t o n  Rouge.
4
D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  S. H. L o c k e t t ,  J a n u a r y  13,  
J a n u a r y  20 ,  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  1870,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c ­
t i o n ,  David  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  and R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 
4 ;  S. H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 8 7 0 ,  i b i d . ,  
A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 .
5
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 1 8 4 - 8 5 ;  D. F. 
Boyd t o  G o v e r n o r  W. P .  K e l l o g g ,  A u g u s t  9 ,  1 8 7 3 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 10; G o v e rn o r  H. C. Warmoth t o  D a v id  Boyd, 
O c t o b e r  7 ,  1 8 7 2 ,  i b i d . , S c r a p b o o k .
2 0 3
The same l e g i s l a t u r e  w h ic h  g r a n t e d  t h e  S e m in a ry  p a r t  
o f  t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g  a u t h o r i z e d  G o v e rn o r  Warmoth t o  a s k  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War f o r  t e m p o r a r y  u s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
A r s e n a l .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1870 ,  D a v id  a s k e d  G e n e r a l  Sherm an  
what  c h a n c e  L o u i s i a n a  h a d  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  s i t e .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  
Sherman r e p l i e d ,  he  was a g a i n s t  g i v i n g  up t h e  p o s t ,  ev en  f o r  
t h e  s c h o o l .  He t h o u g h t  a r e g i m e n t  s h o u l d  be  k e p t  i n  B a to n  
Rouge " t o  r e i n f o r c e  T e x a s ,  A r k a n s a s ,  M o b i le  o r  F l o r i d a  s h o u l d  
a n e c e s s i t y  a r i s e . "  However ,  i f  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth made a 
" s t r o n g  c a s e , "  he  p r o m i s e d  n o t  t o  o p p o s e  i t .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  
F e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  was n o t  r e a d y  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e  A r s e n a l  
e i t h e r .  Not u n t i l  18S6 d i d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o c c u p y  t h e  p r o p ­
e r t y .  6
I n  s p i t e  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  M cW horte r ,  
c ram ped  q u a r t e r s ,  a d e b t  a p p r o a c h i n g  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c a s h i n g  t h e  s t a t e  w a r r a n t s ,  t h e  S e m in a ry  
( ren am ed  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  18 7 0 )  e n j o y e d  an  
e x c e l l e n t  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  B a to n  R ouge .  E v e r y t h i n g  l o s t  i n  t h e  
f i r e  was r e p l a c e d  and  added  t o ;  e i g h t  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t e d  i n  
t h e  c l a s s  o f  1870; t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  f i g u r e s  w e re  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n
Q
B a to n  Rouge T r i - W e e k l y  A d v o c a t e , F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1870;  
W i l l i a m  T. Sherman t o  D av id  Boyd, A p r i l  24,  1 8 7 0 ,  i n  Type­
s c r i p t  o f  Sherm an-Boyd L e t t e r s ;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y , 4 3 4 .
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t h e  s c h o o l ' s  h i s to ry ,  and  t h e  f a c u l t y  was one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  
t h e  S o u t h ,  I n  h i s  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  
1 870 ,  D av id  l a b e l e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  "o ne  o f  xhe  b e s t  s c h o o l s  
i n  t h e  S o u t h . "  He saw no  r e a s o n  why i t  s h o u l d  n o t  be " t h e  
b e s t "  s o o n ,  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  would  o n l y  aw ard  i t  t h e  A g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  and M e c h a n i c a l  c o l l e g e  f u n d s .  I f  i t  d i d  n o t  p r o s p e r  
t h e n ,  o n l y  m anagem ent  c o u l d  be  b l a m e s . ?
B e g i n n i n g  i n  1869 ,  w i t h  the  f i r s t  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s ,  Da­
v i d  used  h i s  Commencement a d d r e s s e s  n o t  o n l y  t o  i n s p i r e  t h e  
g r a d u a t e s ,  b u t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t o  ex­
p r e s s  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  i d e a s ,  and t o  comment g e n e r a l l y  on po l­
i t i c s  and s o c i e t y .  The A n n i v e r s a r y  a d d r e s s e s  d e l i v e r e d  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1870, to c e l e b r a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y ’ s  t e n t h  b i r t h d a y ,  s e r v e d  t h e  same p u r p o s e .  L i k e  h i s  Re­
p o r t s  t o  t h e  B o a rd ,  D a v i d ' s  s p e e c h e s  w ere  u s u a l l y  c o g e n t  d e ­
t a i l e d  and c a n d i d  e n o u gh  t o  offend a t  l e a s t  a p a r t  o f  h i s  l i s ­
t e n e r s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  a s  many as  
f i v e  h u n d re d  g u e s t s  a t t e n d e d  some o f  t h e  " p u b l i c  e x e r c i s e s . "  
P r e s e n t  in  t h e  a u d ie n ce  m i g h t  be  s u c h  d i s p a r a t e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
a s  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham and G o v e r n o r  H en ry  C la y  Warmoth. I f  
D av id  had had h i s  way, t h e  c o n t r a s t  would  h a v e  b e en  e v e n  n o re  
s t r i k i n g .  As g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  f o r  Commencement and B i r t h d a y
7A c t s  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  1870,  E x t r a  S e s s i o n ,  Ko. 47 ;
R e p o r t  to  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1870 ,  p p .  7 * 9 .
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e x e r c i s e s  i n  1869 ,  1870  a n d  1 873 ,  h e  i n v i t e d  W i l l i a m  T. 
S h e rm an ,  R o b e r t  E .  Lee a n d  J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
Sherm an d i d  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  1869 b u t  t o o  e a r l y  t o  p a r t i ­
c i p a t e  i n  Commencement.  L ee ,  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  h i s  own d u t i e s  
a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  C o l l e g e ,  h a d  t o  d e c l i n e ,  a n d  
D a v i s ,  i n v i t e d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  A n n i v e r s a r y  A d d r e s s  f o r  1873 ,  
r e f u s e d  b e c a u s e  he  t h o u g h t  i t  p r u d e n t  t o  " a v o i d  p u b l i c  n o ­
t i c e . "  He was g l a d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  "a  f a i t h f u l  C o n f e d e r a t e "
g
h e a d e d  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
I n  h i s  Commencement a d d r e s s  f o r  1870 D a v i d  u r g e d  t h e  
g r a d u a t e s  t o  do w h a t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  c o u l d  n o t :  "make a new
L a .  a n d  a  new S o u t h , "  The o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  was t o o  w edded  t o  
o l d  c u s t o m ,  t o o  p r e j u d i c e d ,  t o o  f u l l  o f  b i t t e r  m em o r ie s  o f  
t h e  r e c e n t  w ar  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  m e a n i n g f u l l y  i n  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
"Not  s o  much p o l i t i c a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , "  D a v id  h a s t e n e d  t o  add, 
" f o r  p o l i t i c s ,  be  i t  d e m o c r a t i c  / s i c /  o r  R e p u b l i c a n ,  i s  a l l  
a l i e ,  a  s w i n d l e  & a  c h e a t ;  a n d  I  w o u ld  i m p l o r e  y o u ,  i f  you  
v a l u e  y o u r  h o n o r  8c p e a c e ,  n e v e r  t o  be  p o l i t i c i a n s - - b u t  I  mean 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n - - m o r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  m a t e r i a l ^ " He u r g e d  t h e  young 
men, now t h a t  A m e r ic a  h a d  f a c e d  h e r  " g r e a t  c h a l l e n g e , "
®R. E .  Lee t o  D. F .  B oyd ,  c o p y ,  J u n e  2 4 ,  1870 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 15; J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s  t o  D a v id  
Boyd,  J u l y  8 ,  1872 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,
A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 8 .
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t o  go  f o r w a r d  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  n a t i o n .  He a t t a c k e d  t h e  
" m i s g u i d e d  i d e a l s "  w h ic h  l e d  L o u i s i a n a  t o  p r o d u c e  c r o p s  o f  
"2nd  r a t e  D r s . ,  l a w y e r s  / e t c J  when s h e  n e e d s  h a r d w o r k i n g  l a ­
b o r e r s  a n d  f a r m e r s , n o t  e l e g a n t  p l a n t e r s  & d r o n e s . "  W hat ,  
D a v id  a s k e d  h i s  l i s t e n e r s ,  h a d  s u c h  t y p e s  e v e r  done  f o r  Lou­
i s i a n a ?  New O r l e a n s  s t i l l  h a d  no r a i l r o a d  t o  T e x a s .  C h i c a ­
go  was l i n k e d  t o  b o t h  c o a s t s .  B a to n  Rouge was o l d e r  t h a n  S t .  
L o u i s ,  b u t  h a d  o n l y  8 , 0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s  an d  n o t  e n o u gh  b u s i ­
n e s s e s  t o  s u p p o r t  5 0 0 .  B a to n  Rouge c e r t a i n l y  p o s s e s s e d  i n t e t  
l i g e n c e ,  r e f i n e m e n t ,  C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  a n d  o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  i n  
l a r g e  d e g r e e .  T h a t  was i t s  t r o u b l e :  " i t  i s  a l l  e l e g a n c e  &
l e i s u r e , a n d  no  w o r k ! "  What i t  n e e d e d  was " l a b o r e r s ,  mechan­
i c s  a n d  t h e  s t e a m  e n g i n e . " The w a r ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t ,  aw ak e n ed  
t h e  w h o le  S o u t h  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  h a d  t o  e x e r t  i t s e l f ,  o -  
v e rc o m e  i t s  h a t r e d  o f  o u t s i d e r s  a n d  d i s t r u s t  o f  a l i e n s .  O t h ­
e r w i s e  i t  w o u ld  n e v e r  a t t r a c t  w e a l t h ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  work­
e r s  f r o m  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  He r e m i n d e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  L o u i ­
s i a n a  a r r e s t e d  Audubon a s  a  v a g a b o n d  and  t h a t  R ichm ond ,  V i r ­
g i n i a ,  s o  a l i e n a t e d  F r a n c i s  C a b o t  L o w e l l  t h a t  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
h i s  t e x t i l e  f a c t o r i e s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  T he  S o u t h ' s  f a i l u r e  
i n  t h e  war  c o u l d  be  e x p l a i n e d  many w a y s ,  b u t  D a v id  t h o u g h t  
i t  was due  t o  h e r  l o v e  f o r  p o l i t i c s  a n d  h e r  c o n te m p t  f o r  t h e  
" m e c h a n i c a l  a r t s . "  F i n a l l y ,  he  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  to  
f o l l o w  t h e  e x a m p le s  o f  Lee a n d  G r a n t  and  J a c k s o n  a n d  Sherm an
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"who knew when t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g . "  Only " e x t r e m i s t s ,  f a n a t i c s  
and p o l i t i c i a n s " w a n te d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  s t r i f e .  P e r s o n a l  
g a i n  m o t i v a t e d  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  whom he  l a b e l e d  a " d a n g e r o u s  
c l a s s  . . . who grow f a t  on c o r r u p t i o n  and l i k e  a d e a d  c a r ­
c a s s  b e s t . "  The e x t r e m i s t s  w e re  s i m p l y  f o o l s ,  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  w a r ' s  o u tco m e  and r e a d y  t o  "make o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  
wounds b l e e d  a f r e s h . "  Moved by D a v i d ' s  comments G e n e r a l  G. 
Mason Graham r e p o r t e d l y  r o s e  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  and p r o p o s e d  
t h r e e  c h e e r s  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  O t h e r s  w ere  more r e ­
s t r a i n e d .  A l o c a l  p a p e r  commented:
We d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Boyd, b u t  
l e a r n  t h a t  i t  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  w i t h  v i g o r  of th o u g h t  and 
s e a s o n a b l e  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s .  H i s  v ie w s  on t h e  po ­
l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a r e  n o t , h o w e v e r ,  r e c e i v i n g  g e n e r a l  com­
m e n d a t i o n .  The p o s i t i o n s  a ssum ed  w e re  c o r r e c t  e n o ug h  i n  
p r i n c i p l e — t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  and  h u m i l i ­
a t i n g  t o  S o u t h e r n  s e n t i m e n t . ®
D a v i d ' s  r e m a r k s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  1S71 d e a l t  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  v o l a t i l e  s u b j e c t :  r e l i g i o n .  He was e q u a l l y  c r i t i c a l  ctf 
" h e l l f i r e  s e r m o n s "  a nd  " s t y l i z e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y "  w h ic h  o p e r a t e d  
o n l y  a t  11 A.M. 011 S u n d a y s .  He showed no p a t i e n c e  w i t h  w h a t  
he  c a l l e d  " p i o u s  s t u p i d i t y , "  t h a t  b r a n d  o f  r e l i g i o n  w h ic h  d e ­
n i e d  m a n ' s  a p p e t i t e s  and p a s s i o n s .  God g a v e  t h e s e  t o  man t o
^ D a v id  Boyd, Commencement A d d r e s s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  
c l a s s  o f  1870 ,  J u n e  29 ,  1870,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 
13; F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 247 ;  B a to n  Rouge 
T r i - W e e k l y  A d v o c a t e , J u l y  1, 1870 .
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e n j o y  i n  m o d e r a t i o n .  As f o r  " t h e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  a p p r o a c h , "
Dav id  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  j u s t  a s  w o r t h l e s s  as  " s h e e r  i g n o r a n c e "  i n  
t h e  p u l p i t .  What d i d  m a t t e r  was t h e  " s i m p l e  s u b s t a n c e "  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  He c a u t i o n e d  h i s  young  l i s t e r n e r s  n o t  t o  r e ­
n o u n c e  r e l i g i o n  and  C h r i s t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  He was so m e t im es  
i n v o k e d  by f o o l s  and  f r a u d s . ^  D a v i d ' s  r e m a r k s  p r o b a b l y  o f ­
f e n d e d  some o f  h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  l i s t e n e r s .  The f a c t  t h a t  
he  a t t e n d e d  110 c h u r c h ,  p r o f e s s e d  no p a r t i c u l a r  c r e e d ,  and t o l ­
e r a t e d  d a n c i n g  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d i d  c a l l  f o r t h  some c r i t i c ­
i sm .  But  he  was n o t  i r r e l i g i o u s ;  he s i m p l y  o p p o s e d  " n a r r o w
11dogmas . . . i g n o r a n c e  and p r e j u d i c e . "
One o t h e r  s e n s i t i v e  t o p i c  u s u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  a t t e n t i o n  
i n  D a v i d ' s  s p e e c h e s :  r a c e .  I n  h i s  Commencement a d d r e s s  f o r  
1873, D av id  a d v i s e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  a c c e p t  r e a l i t y .  "T ru e  
r e p u b l i c a n i s m , "  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  v a r i e t y ,  was a s  dead  a s  
A f r i c a n  s l a v e r y .  Now t h a t  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  was a f a c t ,  S t .  
C h a r l e s  S t r e e t ,  " e v i l ,  i d l e ,  c o r r u p t  and  v i l e , "  e p i t o m i z e d  
A m e r ic an  l i f e .  T h e r e  d r u n k e n  p o l i t i c i a n s  g a t h e r e d ,  " n o t  t o  
t a l k  a b o u t  b u s i n e s s  ( t h e y  h a v e  n o n e ) , "  b u t  a b o u t  " p o l i t i c s  a n d
10
D avid  Boyd,  Commencement A d d r e s s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  
c l a s s ,  J u n e  28 ,  1 8 71 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 13.
11F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 246 ;  A n n i v e r s a r y  
A d d r e s s ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1874, i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  
187 3 - 7 5 ,  Box 2;  A n n u a l  A d d r e s s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s ,  Jun e  26 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  Box 20 .
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t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  n i g g e r . "  The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  m ig h t  c o u n t e r a c t  
t h e  r u i n o u s  e f f e c t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  was u n i v e r s a l  educa­
t i o n .  D av id  u r g e d  h i s  yo u ng  a u d i e n c e  t o  r i s e  a b o v e  t h e i r  p r e j ­
u d i c e  and t o  a c t i v e l y  s e e k  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  in  b l a c k  s c h o o l s .  
On S u n d a y s ,  he r e m in d e d  th em ,  t h e i r  m o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  
t a u g h t  Negro  Sunday  Schools. How, chen ,  would  i t  d e g r a d e  them 
t o  do t h e  same d u r i n g  t h e  week?  He knew he  was n o t  p u t t i n g  
f o r t h  a p o p u l a r  i d e a ,  b u t  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  demanded  univei '-  
s a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  D av id  p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  i t  be  p r o v i d e d  by 
" S o u t h e r n  w h i t e s , n o t  a d v e n t u r e r s  who a r e  o f t e n  t h e m s e l v e s  
i g n o r a n t . "  T hen ,  i n  c a s e  t h e r e  was any  d o u b t ,  D a v id  made i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  he  o p p o se d  i n t e g r a t e d  e d u c a t i o n .  "You know I  th in k  
i t  b e s t  t o  h a v e  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  . . . 
Whom God h a t h  p u t  a s u n d e r ,  l e t  no man j o i n  t o g e t h e r , "  was a 
p r i n c i p l e ,  he  r e m a r k e d  d r i l y ,  n o t  a lw a y s  p r a c t i c e d  o u t s i d e  
t h e  s c h o o l s .
D a v i d ’ s A n n i v e r s a r y  A d d re s s  f o r  1S73 a l s o  e x p re s s e d  h is  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  "mixed s c h o o l s . "  He c o n s i d e r e d  them "w rong  i n  
p r i n c i p l e ,  and s t i l l  w o r s e  i n  p r a c t i c e . "  B u t ,  he  p o i n t e d  out, 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  186S p r a c t i c a l l y  r e q u i r e d  " m i n g l i n g ,  o r  
* m i x i n g , * o f  t h e  r a c e s  i n  any  p u b l i c ,  o r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  school .1"
■^D. F . Boyd, Commencement A d d r e s s  t o  t h e  G r a d u a t e s ,  
J u n e  25,  187 3, i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 13.
2X0
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  l e g a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  b l a c k  c a d e t s  t o  e n t e r  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  had  e x i s t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  None had  e v e r  
a p p l i e d  and D a v id  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e y  w o u ld .  B u t  t h e  m ere  p o s ­
s i b i l i t y ,  he t h o u g h t ,  f r i g h t e n e d  p r o s p e c t i v e  w h i t e  p a t r o n a g e  
a w a y .
I t  i s  j u s t  t h e s e  i m a g i n a r y  ( p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l )  q u e s t i o n s  
—  l i k e  y o u r  i m a g i n a r y  q u a n t i t i e s  i n  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  t h a t  
f r i g h t e n  you m o s t .  How many h a v e  g o t  s c a r e d ,  and  b e e n  r u n  
c l e a r  o u t  o f  t h e  A l g e b r a  by t h e  m in u s  q u a n t i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  
b i g  r a d i c a l  s i g n  o v e r  i t j  And d o n ' t  you l e t  an y  s u c h  b u g ­
b e a r  a s  a m in u s  w h i t e  b o y , — n e g r o , — i n  tow o f  a b i g  w h i t e  
R a d i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  r u n  you away f r o m  y o u r  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  . 1*3
D a v id  t h o u g h t  t h e  b e t t e r  e l e m e n t  o f  b o t h  r a c e s  w ou ld  u l t i m a t e ­
l y  d r i v e  o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  and s e t t l e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e .  He had f a i t h  t h a t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  w ou ld  h e l p .
I  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  N o r t h — t h e  
g r e a t  A n g lo - S a x o n  s t o c k  o f  o u r  common c o u n t r y — w i l l  l e t  
L o u i s i a n a  become A f r i c a n i z e d , o r  e v e n  be l o n g  m i s r u l e d  by 
a m i s e r a b l e  s e t  o f  m o n g r e l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  whose  c h i e f  q u a l i ­
f i c a t i o n s  a r e  im p u d e n c e ,  i g n o r a n c e ,  v i l l a n y ,  / a n d /  v i c e .  
They  w i l l  be j u s t  t o  t h e  w h i t e  man by g i v i n g  him t h e  s u ­
p re m a c y ;  t h e y  w i l l  b e  j u s t  t o  t h e  n e g r o  by t e a c h i n g  him 
t h a t  an i n f e r i o r  r a c e  m u s t  o c c u p y  a s u b o r d i n a t e  p l a c e ;  and 
t h e y  w i l l  be j u s t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e - s e e k e r s  . . .  by p u t t i n g  
them down a l t o g e t h e r . ^
I n  J a n u a r y ,  1875 D av id  a g a i n  p r e p a r e d  an  A n n i v e r s a r y  
A d d r e s s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r a c e .  T h i s  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,
ibid.
13David Boyd, Anniversary Address, January 2, 1873,
14Ibid.
he  d e c i d e d  w i t h  S h a k e s p e a r e  t h a t  t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  v a l o r  
was d i s c r e t i o n .  He d e l i v e r e d  i n s t e a d  a n  i n n o c u o u s  m e s s a g e  on 
t h e  fam ous  a d v i c e  P o l o n i u s  g a v e  L a e r t e s ,  "To t h i n e  own s e l f  
be  t r u e . "  The u n p r e s e n t e d  p a p e r ,  e n t i t l e d  "Some I d e a s  on E d . ,  
The T r u e  S o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  o f  ' c o l o r '  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s ,  
C o l l e g e s  and U n i v e r s i t i e s  e t . c . "  r e f l e c t e d  some c h a n g e s  i n  
D a v i d ' s  t h i n k i n g  r e g a r d i n g  s e g r e g a t e d  s c h o o l s .  He s t i l l  i n ­
s i s t e d  t h a t  p r e j u d i c e ,  e v e n  i n s t i n c t ,  r e q u i r e d  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  r a c e s  i n  e l e m e n t a r y  and  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s .  B u t  a t  t h e  
c o l l e g e  l e v e l ,  i t  was an  " a x io m  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  y o u r  m e a n s . "  
The s t a t e  was o b l i g a t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  two s e t s  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  
w i t h  e q u a l l y  g o od  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b u t  t o  s c a t t e r  i t s  l i m i t e d  
m eans  among s e v e r a l  "w eak "  c o l l e g e s  w o u ld  be  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e  o f  a u n i v e r s i t y .  Then  w h a t  m u s t  L o u i s i a n a ,  
s h o r t  o f  money a s  a l w a y s ,  do  when " n a t u r a l  c a u s e s  and s o c i a l  
p r e j u d i c e s  w o u ld  seem t o  demand two / c o l l e g e s / ? "  The s o l u t i o n  
was s i m p l e :  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The " t r u e  u n i v e r s i t y , "  
D a v id  a r g u e d ,  l e f t  t h e  s t u d e n t  f r e e  t o  s t u d y  w h a t  he  p l e a s e d ,  
w i t h  whom he p l e a s e d .  He c o u l d  l i v e  a n d  e a t  w h e r e v e r  he  chose.  
T h e r e  c o u ld  b e  no  " s o c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  w h a t e v e r " u n l e s s  t h e  in­
d i v i d u a l s .  f o r m a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d ,  m u t u a l l y  a g r e e d  t o  i t .  T h i s  
was w h a t  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  p l a n n e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V irg in ­
i a ;  t h i s  was how L o u i s i a n a  c o u l d  s o l v e  h e r  p r o b l e m .  How c o u l d
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anyone  p o s s i b l y  be " m o r a l l y  c o n t a m i n a t e d "  o r  " s o c i a l l y  
d e g r a d e d "  by t h e  mere  p r e s e n c e  oi' a Negro  i n  t h e  same c l a s s ?  
B e s i d e s ,  Dav id  d e c l a r e d ,  a u n i v e r s i t y  w h ich  d e n i e d  a d m i t t a n c e  
t o  anyone  was a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s .  He c o u ld  n o t  c o n c e i v e  
o f  P a r i s ,  B e r l i n  o r  O x fo rd  r e f u s i n g  "an  I n d i a n  o r  C h in e e  o r  
A f r i c a n , "  o r  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  t h r o w  up i t s  c h a r t e r  i f  t h e y  were  
a d m i t t e d .  "How a b s u r d  I We o f  t h e  S o u th  m u s t  d i s c a r d  t h e  
v e r y  i d e a  . . .  I would  no more  den y  a c c e s s ,  on a c c o u n t  o f  
r a c e ,  o r  c o l o r  f rom  t h e  t e m p le  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e n  I  would  e x -
e l u d e  o n e ,  on a c c o u n t  o f  r a c e ,  o r  c o l o r ,  f rom  t h e  t e m p l e  o f
1 *5f a i t h . "  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
i n  J a n u a r y ,  1875,  i t  i s  j u s t  a s  w e l l  t h a t  D av id  d i d  n o t  d e ­
l i v e r  t h e  a d d r e s s .  The s t a t e ,  a g a i n  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o s p e c t  
o f  two l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s ,  was i n  t u r m o i l .  Under  t h e  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s ,  D a v i d ' s  a p p e a l  t o  "do away w i t h  o u r  p r e j u d i c e s "  and 
e x e r c i s e  "a  l i t t l e  common s e n s e , "  had l i t t l e  c h a n c e  o f  b e i n g  
h e e d e d .  I t s  p u b l i c  e x p r e s s i o n  m i g h t  hav e  made a bad  s i t u a t i o n  
w o r s e .
15 D. F .  Boyd, "Some I d e a s  on Bd-r, t h e  T ru e  S o l u t i o n  o f  
t h e  Q u e s t i o n  o f  ' C o l o r '  i n  o u r  S c h o o l s ,  C o l l e g e s  and U n i v e r ­
s i t i e s , "  / ? /  1S75,  T y p e s c r i p t  i n  L o u i s i a n a  Room, L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .  T h i s  a l s o  a p p e a r s  i n  m a n u s c r i p t  i n  
t h e  Boyd C o l l e c t i o n ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ;  Dav id  Boyd D i a r y ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1875; MS f o r  
A n n i v e r s a r y  A d d r e s s ,  1875, u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F , )  
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 6 .
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D u r i n g  1870 and 1871 D av id  h ad  t o  d e a l  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
p r o b l e m s .  Some w e re  p u b l i c ,  d i r e c t l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  ccn- 
d u c t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  O t h e r s  w e re  p e r s o n a l ,  i n v o l v i n g  r e ­
l a t i o n s  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  and t a x  c o l l e c t o r s .  The i m b r o g l i o s  
w i t h  s t u d e n t s  o c c u r r e d  a t  commencement t im e  i n  1870 and  1871. 
B o th  r e f l e c t ,  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e ,  t h e  e x t r e m e  s e n s i t i v e n e s s ,  
d e v o t i o n  t o  d u t y ,  p r i d e  o f  s e l f ,  and  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  h o n o r  
s o  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  g e n t l e m e n  o f  xhe n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  
The l e s s  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t  h a p p e n e d  i n  J u n e ,  1871 .  J u s t  b e f o r e  
t h e  end  o f  t h e  t e r m ,  D av id  i n v i t e d  A. A. Gunby, a  g r a d u a t i n g  
s e n i o r ,  t o  a s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n .  Gunby d e c l i n e d  i n  w r i t i n g ,  de­
s c r i b i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  " e q u a l l y  p a i n e d  a nd  s u r p r i s e d "  a t  t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n .  He was s u r p r i s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  " l i t t l e  n o t i c e  
o r  r e g a r d "  w h ic h  D av id  had  t h e r e t o f o r e  d i s p l a y e d  f o r  h i s  p e r ­
s o n a l  f e e l i n g s .  He was p a i n e d  b e c a u s e  he had  t o  r e f u s e  t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n .  D a v id  r e p l i e d  t o  G u n b y ' s  n o t e ,  c a l l i n g  i t  a boy ­
i s h  w h im ."  He a s k e d  Gunby t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n j u s t i c e ,  
b u t  Gunby p r e f e r r e d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  g r a d u a t i o n  when he was no 
l o n g e r  a c a d e t .  On J u n e  2 8 ,  he  s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o  D av id  w i t h  
a copy t o  Commandant Edward C unningham , i n  w h ic h  he  d e s c r i b e d  
an i n c i d e n t  w h e r e i n  he  had  b e en  i n s u l t e d  by a b l a c k  w a i t e r  in 
t h e  m ess  h a l l .  Gunby r e f r a i n e d  f ro m  " p u n i s h i n g  t h e  i n s u l t  p e r ­
s o n a l l y "  b e c a u s e  he  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  h u r t  t h e  s c h o o l .  I n s t e a d ,
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he c o m p l a i n e d  t o  Commandant Cunningham who i n s i n u a t e d  t h a t  
Gunby, n o t  t h e  w a i t e r ,  was a t  f a u l t .
Gunby c h a r g e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  m o n th s  Cunningham 
" a b u s e d  h i s  p o w e r"  a n d  t h a t  h e ,  Gunby, q u i e t l y  e n d u r e d  t h e  
a b u s e .  I f  t h e  commandant  d e r i v e d  any  p l e a s u r e  f rom  h i s  "cow­
a r d l y  t y r a n n y , "  he  was welcome t o  i t .  D a v id  r e p l i e d  t o  Gunby, 
o b v i o u s l y  m a n a g in g  t o  a s s u a g e  h i s  i n j u r e d  f e e l i n g s .  A few 
w eeks  l a t e r  t h e  e x - s t u d e n t  t h a n k e d  him f o r  h i s  l e t t e r  w h ich  
he  c o n s i d e r e d  "m ag n a n im o u s"  and " d i s p a s s i o n a t e . "  He t h o u g h t  
i t  r e f l e c t e d  D a v i d ' s  " m o r a l  c o u r a g e "  and b e g g e d  D a v i d ' s  p a r ­
don f o r  a n y  o f f e n s e  h e  had c a u s e d  D av id  "by  word and d e e d . "
F o r  h i s  p a r t ,  Gunby p r e f e r r e d  t o  f o r g e t  t h e  p a s t  and " l i v e  i n
t h e  f u t u r e . "  Gunby was a s  good a s  h i s  w ord .  T h i r t y - t h r e e  
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b e g a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a b u i l d ­
i n g  t o  h o n o r  D a v i d ' s  memory, e x - c a d e t  A. A. Gunby d e l i v e r e d  
a g lo w in g  t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  a n d  f o r m e r  t e a c h e r ,  D av id  
B o y d . 16
16A. A. Gunby t o  David  Boyd,  Ju n e  3,  J u n e  28, J u l y  15, 
1871 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 8; 
Gunby, " L i f e  and S e r v i c e s  o f  D a v id  F r e n c h  B o y d . "  Gunby e n t e r ­
ed  t h e  S e m in a r y  a s  a b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t  a n d ,  u n l i k e  many o f
t h e  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  s t u d e n t s ,  he  r e a l l y  was p o o r .  I n  h i s  me­
m o r i a l  s p e e c h ,  he  p r a i s e d  Dav id  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  and 
e x p a n d i n g  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  s y s t e m .  "From t h e  v e r y  j a w s  o f  h e l l  
/ t h e  R a d i c a l  l e g i s l a t u r e /  he s n a t c h e d  a s u b s i d y  t o  e d u c a t e  
h u n d r e d s  o f  young  m e n . "  But  he  h e a r t i l y  d i s l i k e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y
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The s e c o n d  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  a c a d e t ,  much m o re  s e r i o u s  
t h a n  t h e  Gunby i n c i d e n t ,  o c c u r e d  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 7 0 .  On 
Ju ne  30 ,  C a d e t  Sam uel  H. L ew is  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  h o n o r s .  He im­
m e d i a t e l y  i s s u e d  a f o r m a l  c h a l l e n g e  t o  D a v id  t h r o u g h  P r o f e s ­
s o r  S. H, L o c k e t t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  L e w is ,  Dav id  " a f f r o n t e d "  him 
f o u r  y e a r s  e a r l i e r * ;  now he was " d e m a n d in g  s a t i s f a c t i o n . "
Dav id  a n s w e r e d  a t  o n c e .  He t h o u g h t  he  remembered t h e  i n c i ­
d e n t  b u t  " c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  them  o f  s t u ­
d e n t  and  S u p ^ , M t h a t  Lewis was v i o l a t i n g  one  o f  t h e  w e l l -  
known r u l e s  i n  D a v i d ' s  p r e s e n c e  and u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  " c a l ­
c u l a t e d  t o  e x c i t e "  h im ,  Dav id  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e n ,  n o r  d i d  he 
i n  1870 ,  t h a t  he  h a d  done  a n y t h i n g  " o f f i c i a l l y "  t o  L e w is  t h a t  
he s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  d o n e .  B u t ,  f i n d i n g  t h a t  Lewis w as  s o  " p e r ­
s o n a l l y  m o r t i f i e d , "  he  r e g r e t t e d  h i s  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  f o u r  y e a r s
* „ 17b e f o r e .
D a v id  and L ew is  e x c h a n g e d  n o t e s  a g a i n  on J u n e  30 ,  j u s t  
b e f o r e  L ew is  l e f t  f o r  New O r l e a n s .  L ew is  was n o t  s a t i s f i e d ;
f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t o  w h ic h  D a v id  was t o t a l l y  d e d i ­
c a t e d .  I n  h i s  J u l y  15, 1871, l e t t e r  t o  D av id ,  he d e s c r i b e d  
h i m s e l f  a s  "no f r i e n d  t o  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y . "  He t h o u g h t  i t  made many o f  t h e  b e s t  c a d e t s  " d i s ­
s a t i s f i e d "  and p r e v e n t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  f r o m  a t t r a c t i n g  p r i v a t e  
p a t r o n a g e .
17
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o m i t s  c o m p l e t e l y  
w h a t e v e r  i t  was t h a t  Lewis d i d  and  how D av id  r e s p o n d e d .
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he t h o u g h t  he had b e e n  " b a s e l y  h u m i l i a t e d "  by t h e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . D av id  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  h e  was s o r r y  Lewis  was 
s t i l l  " a g g r i e v e d . "  But i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  he 
would h a v e  t o  s e v e r  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b e ­
f o r e  t h e y  c o u ld  m e e t .  He s u b m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  t h e  
B oa rd ,  b u t  i t  was r e f u s e d .  I n s t e a d  t h e  Board  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  
c o m p l e t e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  D a v i d ' s  a b i l i t y  and i n t e g r i t y  and 
" h e a r t i l y  s u s t a i n e d "  h i s  c o u r s e  as  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  On J u l y  4 ,  
t h r o u g h  h i s  s e c o n d ,  Lewis demanded t h a t  a d a t e  be  s e t  t o  s e t ­
t l e  t h e  a f f a i r .  D a v id  r e p l i e d  on J u l y  7 .  He t r i e d  t o  r e a s o n  
w i t h  L e w i s ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  he  and C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  go t o  New 
O r l e a n s  and d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  " a m i c a b l y . "  D av id  t h o u g h t  no 
good c o u l d  come f r o m  a d u e l .  I t  w o u ld  w re c k  t h e  s c h o o l  and 
"Sam" would  r e g r e t  i t  l a t e r .  David  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  
L e w i s ' s  f r i e n d ,  a n d  even  i f  t h e y  m e t ,  h e  i n s i s t e d ,  "no a c t  o f  
mine w i l l  p r e v e n t  y o u r  e n j o y i n g  a l o n g  and  happy  l i f e . "
Lewis  a n s w e r e d  on J u l y  10 t h a t  he  c o u ld  n o t  m ee t  D a v id  
u n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  A p p a r e n t l y  h e  a l s o  im pugned  D a v i d ' s  
c o u r a g e .  David  r e p l i e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  J u l y  11, w i t h  a lo n g  e x ­
p l a n a t o r y  n o t e .  He was s o r r y  t h a t  t h e  t o n e  o f  L e w i s ' s  l e t t e r
was s o  " u n g e n e r o u s "  and u n f o r g i v i n g .  He would g l a d l y  g i v e  up
h i s  own l i f e  r a t h e r  t h a n  r u n  any r i s k  o f  Lewis l o s i n g  h i s .
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" I  w o u ld  a l m o s t  a s  so o n  f i r e  a t  p o o r  l i t t l e  J a c k  o r  R e t . 11 
From t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  D av id  i n s i s t e d ,  he  n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  a p ­
p e a r  on t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  a l o a d e d  w eapon .  L o c k e t t  c o u l d  v e i vi i y  
t h i s .  He m ea n t  t o  g i v e  L ew is  s a t i s f a c t i o n  by g o i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  fo r m  o f  a m e e t i n g ,  t h e r e b y  p r o v i d i n g  him w i t h  a d e f e n s e  
b e f o r e  t h e  law .  B u t ,  he  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  L ew is  w ou ld  h av e  f o u n d  
o u t  l a t e r  and w ou ld  n e v e r  h a v e  f o r g i v e n  D a v id ,  L o c k e t t  o r  
h i m s e l f .  Then D a v id  a p p e a l e d  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  
C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  David  was 
d o i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  a g r e a t  i n j u s t i c e  s i m p l y  by a g r e e i n g  t o  meet 
L e w i s .  I f  he m e t  him w i t h o u t  f i r s t  t e l l i n g  a few  p e r s o n s  he  
was g o i n g  n o t  t o  harm L e w is ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  l e t  him a p p e a s e  h i s  
w r a t h ,  t h e  e f f e c t  on t h e  s c h o o l  w ou ld  be  w o r s e .  He c o n c l u d e d  
by a s k i n g  i f ,  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  i n s i n u a t i o n  ( q u e s ­
t i o n i n g  D a v i d ' s  c o u r a g e )  i n  L e w i s ' s  l e t t e r  w i t h d r a w i n g  t h e  
c h a l l e n g e  w e re  n o t  u n j u s t .  He a l s o  p r a i s e d  L e w is  f o r  h i s  d e ­
t e r m i n a t i o n  and  h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r ,  s u g g e s t i n g  
t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  b e t t e r  be t e m p e r e d  w i t h  r e a s o n  and modo*ation .
A m onth  l a t e r ,  A u g u s t  9 ,  1870 ,  Dav id  w r o t e  Lewis a g a in  , 
r e p i - o a c h i n g  him f o r  r e m a i n i n g  s o  " o b d u r a t e "  a n d  r e m i n d i n g  him 
t h a t  he  ( D a v id )  had gone  f o r  more t h a n  h a l f  way to " sm o o th  
o v e r "  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y .  Any f u r t h e r  e f f o r t  w ou ld  h a v e  to be 
made by L e w is .  D a v id  had  d o n e  as  much as  "my s e l i - r e s p e  c t  w i l l
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a l l o w . "  Dav id  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Lewis  open a p r e p a r a t o r y  
s c h o o l  i n  New O r l e a n s .  He p r o m is e d  t o  do a l l  t h a t  he  c o u ld  
t o  h e l p  him. On A u g u s t  22, 1870,  Lewis  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he had 
t a k e n  D a v i d ' s  a d v i c e .  He and a f r i e n d  p l a n n e d  t o  open  a p r i ­
v a t e  s c h o o l  t o  p r e p a r e  boys f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  They n e ed e d  
money and t h e y  t h o u g h t  David  m ig h t  h e l p  them . Lewis  w r o t e  
Dav id  a g a i n  on A u g u s t  30. He had  r e n t e d  rooms and b o u g h t  
f u r n i t u r e  f o r  h i s  s c h o o l ,  b u t  he n e e d e d  b l a c k b o a r d s .  He r e ­
membered s e v e r a l  l y i n g  i d l e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I t  would 
s a v e  him and h i s  p a r t n e r  money i f  D a v id  s h i p p e d  them t o  New 
O r l e a n s .  They a l s o  n e e d e d  f u n d s  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  c i r c u l a r s ,  
and i n c i d e n t a l s .  "We would w i s h  you t o  f a v o r  us  w i t h  a c h e c k  
f o r  s e v e n t y - f i v e  o r  $100,  a s  so o n  as  c o n v e n i e n t , "  he  c o n c l u d e d .  
The l e t t e r  was b r i e f  and t h e  t o n e  was a b r u p t .  W he the r  
Lewis was n a t u r a l l y  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  b r u s q u e  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  s a y ,  b u t  h i s  l e t t e r  smacks somewhat  o f  " b u s h - l e a g u e "  
b l a c k m a i l .  W hether  David  e v e r  s e n t  th e  money i s  a l s o  u n c l e a r .  
Y ears  l a t e r  D a v i d ' s  s o n ,  L e ro y  Boyd, s c r a w l e d  a c r o s s  one  o f  
Samuel L e w i s ' s  l e t t e r s  the  comment: " I  n e v e r  knew a man named
] sSam who w a s n ' t  a b i g  b l u f f  and a c o w a r d . "
18M in u te s  o f  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u n e  29 ,  1870;
Sam Lewis  t o  D av id  Boyd, Ju n e  30,  J u l y  10,  A ugus t  22 ,
A ugus t  30,  1870, i n  F le m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lpha  F i l e ,
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The F e d e r a l  r e v e n u e  s e r v i c e  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e d  D av id  
d u r i n g  1870 and 1871.  On J u n e  2 1 ,  1870 he  was n o t i f i e d  o f  h i s  
f a i l u r e  t o  p a y  t a x e s  on h i s  incom e f o r  1S66.  As a  p e n a l t y  he 
was o r d e r e d  t o  p a y  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  a m onth  on e v e r y t h i n g  e a r n ­
ed s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r ,  1867 .  I f  he  d i d  n o t  com ply  i n  t e n  d a y s ,  
t h e  c o l l e c t o r  was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s e i z e  and  s e l l  h i s  p r o p e r t y  
t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  d e b t .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he  was i n  t r o u b l e  
w i t h  t h e  t a x  c o l l e c t o r  a g a i n .  A f e d e r a l  law  o f  1870 r e q u i r e d  
e v e r y o n e  o v e r  t w e n t y - o n e  whose  g r o s s  incom e f rom  a l l  s o u r c e s  
i n  1870 ,  e x c e e d e d  $ 2 , 0 0 0 ,  t o  f i l e  a  r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
a s s e s s o r  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h ic h  he  r e s i d e d .  The d e a d l i n e  
f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  was March 1. The t a x  fo rm  i t s e l f  s t i p u l a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  f i l i n g  i t  m u s t  v e r i f y  i t  u n d e r  o a t h .  A p p a r e n t ­
l y  D a v id  n e i t h e r  f i l e d  h i s  r e t u r n  on t im e  n o r  d i d  he  p e r s o n ­
a l l y  v e r i f y  i t  t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  a s s e s s o r .  On A p r i l  25 ,  1S71, 
" F .D .B o y d e "  o f  E a s t  B a to n  Rouge P a r i s h  was n o t i f i e d  t o  a p ­
p e a r  on May 2 , 1 8 7 1 ,  a t  1 0 : 0 0  A.M. t o  "show c a u s e  why t h e  p e n ­
a l t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by law  s h o u l d  n o t  be  a s s e s s e d  a g s t .  him f o r
Box 9;  D av id  Boyd t o  Sam uel  II. L e w is ,  Ju n e  30 ,  J u l y  7 ,  J u l y  
11, A u g u s t  9 ,  1870 ,  i n  i b i d . ,  D av id  F. Boyd L e t t e r s  and 
P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 3 8 ,  Box 4 .  B e c a u s e  t h e  L ew is -B o y d  n o t e s  d i d  n o t  
b e g i n  u n t i l  J u n e  30 ,  1870 ,  D av id  m u s t  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  infarml-  
l y  t h a t  Lewis  i n t e n d e d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  him and s u b m i t t e d  h i s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y .
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n e g l e c t  t o  make o r  r e n d e r  a t r u e  and c o r r e c t  r e t u r n  o f  h i s  
g a i n s ,  p r o f i t s  and income f o r  t h e  y e a r  1870." D av id  c o n s i d ­
e r e d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  p e r s o n a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of the  tax  
form p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f f e n s i v e .  Sometime d u r i n g  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  
he s c r a w l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  r e t u r n  t h a t  h i s  c l e r k ' s  s t a t e m e n t  a s  
t o  t h e  r e t u r n ' s  a u t h e n t i c i t y  had a lw a y s  been  a c c e p t e d  i n  the 
p a s t .  " I f  Mr. Yan P e l t  j / h i s  clerk?* c a n n o t  a n sw e r  f o r  me , then  
t h i s  p a p e r  may go u n a n s w e r e d ,  f o r  I  w i l l  n o t  a t t e n d  t o  i t  
f u r t h e r .  D . F . B . " W hether  D av id  o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  a s s e s s o r  u l ­
t i m a t e l y  c a p i t u l a t e d  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  B u t  D a v i d ' s  g e n e r a l  a t t i ­
t u d e  a b o u t  income t a x e s  and  t a x  form  q u e s t i o n s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  
o b v i o u s .  To t h e  q u e r y  "Have you i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  r e t u r n  t h e
income o f  y o u r  w i f e ,  and . . . wages o f  m in o r  c h i l d r e n ? "  he
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a nsw ered  f l i p p a n t l y ,  "Yes ,  i f  n o t h i n g  c a n  be c o u n t e d ! "
19 N o t i c e  o f  f a i l u r e  t o  pay t a x e s ,  June  2 1 ,  1870 i n  
F le m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of­
f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 0 -7 2 ,  Box 2; Income t a x  fo rm ,  u n d a t e d  1871, 
i b i d . ,  Box 1. Summons i s s u e d  t o  " F .D .B o y d e "  t o  a p p e a r  be ­
f o r e  A s s e s s o r , ’ A p r i l  25, 1871,  i n  Boyd (David  F . )  S e l e c t e d  
P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 6 -7 2 ,  Box 2.  I r o n i c a l l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  same t im e  t h a t  
Dav id  was d o i n g  b a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  B a to n  Rouge t a x  c o l l e c t o r ,  he 
was t r y i n g  t o  hav e  h i s  unemployed b r o t h e r  C h a r l i e ,  a p p o i n t e d  
t o  t h a t  p o s t  i n  R a p id e s .  On March 8 ,  1871 ,  C h a r l i e  w r o t e  h i s  
b r o t h e r  t h a t  i f  Dav id  c o u l d  " u se  h i s  i n f l u e n c e , "  he would 
g l a d l y  t a k e  t h e  j o b .  C h a r l i e  d e c l i n e d  t o  v i s i t  B a to n  Rouge 
i n  h i s  own b e h a l f  b e c a u s e  he d i d  n o t  know enough  o f  " t h e  i n ­
f l u e n t i a l "  t o  do him any good .  He t h o u g h t  he would  r u i n  h i s  
c h a n c e s  i f  he a p p e a r e d  t o  be " b e g g i n g . "  E x - p r o f e s s o r  and 
S em inary  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  W i l l i a m  Seay o f  A l e x a n d r i a  t h o u g h t  
C h a r l i e ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  depen d e d  upon Negro  R e p u b l i c a n  H a r r y
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D a v i d ' s  p e r s o n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  and t a x  
c o l l e c t o r s  p a l e d  i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  by c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  
p ro b le m s  he f a c e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A f t e r  t h e  
s c h o o l  l o c a t e d  i n  B a to n  .Rouge, i t  c o u ld  no l o n g e r  e s c a p e  pub­
l i c  n o t i c e  and  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  a s  i t  had i n  R a p i d e s .  A l ­
m o s t  a t  o n c e  c r i s e s  whose m a g n i t u d e  r a n g e d  a l l  t h e  way from 
g r a f i t t i  on t h e  p r i v y  w a l l s  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s o l u t i o n s  t o  i n ­
v e s t i g a t e  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o c c u p i e d  D a v i d ' s  t im e  and  a t t e n ­
t i o n .  H is  f i r s t  p r o b le m  grew i m m e d i a t e l y  o u t  o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s h a r e d  q u a r t e r s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n .  The c o n f l i c t  be tw een  him and S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  McWhorter 
l a s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  t e n u r e .  A R a d i c a l  a p p o i n t e e ,  
McWhorter had  s u f f i c i e n t  power i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  f o r e s t a l l  
a l l  o f  D a v i d ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  e n t i r e  Asylum b u i l d i n g .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  David k e p t  t r y i n g .  B e s i d e s  s e c u r i n g  l e g i s l a ­
t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  Deaf  t o  o c c u p y  o t h e r  q u a r t e r s ,  he  used  
h i s  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  B a to n  Rouge p o l i t i c o s  t o  g e t  McWhorter o u t .
B u t  n o t h i n g  s u c c e e d e d .  Not  u n t i l  1878,  d i d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
20
s e c u r e  t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .
L o t t ,  t h e n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  R a p id e s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  C h a r l e s  
Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, March 8,  1871,  i n  Boyd (David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  
Box 5.
20
A c ts  of  L o u i s i a n a ,  1870,  No. 29,  p .  53; R e s o l u t i o n  
o f  Baton  Rouge C i ty  C o u n c i l ,  F e b r u a r y  23, 1871,  i n  Boyd (D av id  
F . )  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 6 6 -7 2 ,  Box 2;  D. Boyd t o  C o l .  J .  A.
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An i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o± D a v i d ' s  j o b  c o n s i s t e d  o f  lo bb y ing  
b e f o r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  h o s t i l e  l e g i s l a t u r e s .  He h e a r t i l y  d i s ­
l i k e d  t h e  t a s k  b e c a u s e  i t  was t im e - c o n s u m i n g ,  b u t  e v en  more  
b e c a u s e  i t  i n v o l v e d  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  whom he  h e l d  i n  c o n ­
t e m p t .  To C o l o n e l  Samuel L o c k e t t ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  
he  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e s  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  1870 
a s  p e r s o n a l l y  d e g r a d i n g .  L a t e r  t h e  same y e a r ,  when t h e  Boaidfe 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  u r g e d  him t o  go t o  New O r l e a n s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
b e h a l f ,  he  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  h e  would i f  he  h ad  t o ,  b u t  he  d i d  
n o t  l i k e  " t o  s t a n d  a ro u n d  i n  l o b b i e s . "  He a l s o  d o u b t e d  t h a t  
i t  d i d  t h e  s c h o o l  any  g o o d .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  w h a t  he r e a l l y  ob ­
j e c t e d  to  was t h e  a d v e r s e  comment h i s  t r i p s  t o  New O r l e a n s  
seem ed  t o  s t i r  up among t h e  " o l d  c i t i z e n s . "  T h e i r  r e m a r k s  
" m o r t i f i e d  h i m . "  "God o n l y  k n o w s , "  he w r o t e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
W i l l i a m  s a n f o r d  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  "my o n l y  o b j e c t  i s  t o  a d v a n c e  
t h e  S e m in a ry  / U n i v e r s i t y .  I do n o t  w i s h  t o  go a b o u t  t h e
F u q u a ,  A u g u s t  2 9 ,  1873 ,  i n  Eoyd (David  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 7;  
D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  A u g u s t  14 ,  1874; F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  185 ,  2 6 3 - 4 ,  4 2 9 .  I n  h i s  d i a r y ,  D av id  commented 
on  "how m e a n ly "  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  McWhorter  h a d  b e h a v e d .  I n  
s p i t e  o f  a l l  D a v i d ' s  e f f o r t s  to  g e t  t h e  o l d  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  a t
B a to n  Rouge r e p a i r e d  f o r  t h e  u se  of  t h e  d e a f ,  McWhorter d e ­
c l i n e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  C o l ­
o n e l  F u q u a ,  a l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n  o f  B a to n  R ouge ,  David  u r g e d  t h e  
c i t i z e n s  o f  B a to n  Rouge t o  " s e t t l e "  t h e  b u i l d i n g  p r o b le m  so o n
o r  he  would a s k  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  move t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o
New O r l e a n s .
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L e g i s l a t u r e  o r  t h e  R a d i c a l  A u t h o r i t i e s  any m o re  t h a n  I c a n  
h e l p . " ^ 1 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he  w e n t .  He s p e n t  a good  p a r t  o f  F e b ­
r u a r y ,  1871 ,  l o b b y i n g  t o  s e c u r e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  law  which  would 
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  Deaf  and  Dumb t o  move t o  o t h e r  q u a r t e r s .  He a l ­
so  had t o  d i s p o s e  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  w a r r a n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  
enough  c a s h  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  s c h o o l .  C o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  so  bad  
i n  1871 t h a t  he had  t o  s e l l  them on t h e  s t r e e t  f o r  w h a t e v e r  
he c o u l d  g e t .  At one  p o i n t  t h e  s t a t e  w a r r a n t s  b r o u g h t  o n l y  
f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  f a c e  v a l u e .  To a v o id  f u r t h e r  l o s s  he
p l e d g e d  some $ 8 1 , 4 1 3  w o r t h  o f  1870 and 1871 w a r r a n t s  a s
22c o l l a t e r a l  f o r  a l o a n  o f  $ 3 9 , 0 0 0 ,  A l l  t h i s  t o o k  a g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  t i m e  and k e p t  him away f ro m  B a to n  Rouge f o r  lo n g  p e ­
r i o d s .  I n  h i s  1870 R e p o r t  he  n o t e d  t h a t  he h ad  had  " l i t t l e  
c h a n c e  t o  a c t  a s  p r o f e s s o r  t h i s  s e s s i o n . "  E ach  y e a r  t h e  d u t i e s  
o f  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  seem ed t o  i n c r e a s e  s o  much t h a t  he  
c o u ld  n o t  be  an " e f f i c i e n t  p r o f e s s o r . "  T h e r e f o r e  he a s k e d  t o  
r e s i g n .  " I  am c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  no o n e  can  be s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  h e re  
and p r o f e s s o r  t o o , "  he  s a i d ,  "and  a s  I am o n l y  a t e a c h e r  and
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  Samuel  L o c k e t t ,  J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  
1870,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  
and R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 ;  Dav id  F. Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  
S a n f o r d ,  December  2 0 ,  1870 ,  J a n u a r y  31 ,  1871 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 5.
O o
^ T e l e g r a m s  o f  D. F. Boyd t o  C o l .  Edward Cunningham, 
F e b r u a r y  16, 17,  20 ,  21 ,  1871,  i b i d . ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 0 - 7 2 ,  Box 1; R e p o r t  t o  t h e  Board  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1871 ,  p p .  4 - 5 .
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w ish  t o  be  n o t h i n g  m o r e ,  w i t h  no t a s t e  and  l e s s  f i t n e s s  f o r
b u s i n e s s  and  f i n a n c e ,  I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k  t h e  B o a rd  t o  r e l i e v e
me a s  e a r l y  as  p r a c t i c a b l e  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n c y  and  p e r -
23m i t  me t o  be s i m p l y  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s . "
D a v id  r e m a i n e d  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
l o b b y .  He a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o f f e n d  some o f  t h e  " o l d  c i t i z e n s . "  
In  D e ce m b er ,  1871, h e  c o n f i d e d  t o  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d  t h a t  
he had made s e v e r a l  e n e m ie s  i n  h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
R a d i c a l s .  He t h o u g h t  some o f  them  m i g h t  t r y  t o  o u s t  h im. B u t  
he was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  l e t  t h e  " R a d i c a l  s c o u n d r e l s "  know e x ­
a c t l y  w h e r e  he s t o o d ;  he  had a l r e a d y  i n f o r m e d  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  
House C a r r  t h a t  he  w o u ld  c a n e  h im  " i f  he w e r e n ' t  s u c h  a c u r . "
He j u s t i f i e d t h i s  a c t i o n .  "You know, Mr. S a n f o r d ,  t h a t  I h a v e  
a l r e a d y  c o m p ro m ised  m y s e l f  w i t h  t h e  good p e o p l e  o f  La .  on 
a c c ' t .  o f  my o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  h e r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  a d u e  r e g a r d  
f o r  my own p r i v a t e  c h a r a c t e r  c an  s t a n d . " ^
E a r l y  i n  1 8 7 1 ,  w h i l e  D a v id  was l o b b y i n g  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  
an i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w h ic h  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  
r e s u l t e d  i n  d i s a s t e r  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  C o l o n e l  Edward
23̂ R e p o r t  t o  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1870 ,  p .  23 .
24 D av id  F. Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  L. S a n f o r d ,  December  23,
1871, i n  F le m in g  ( W a l t e r  L".) C o l l e c t i o n ,  Box 5.
Cunningham, Commandant and p r o f e s s o r  o f  n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  
l e d  a b i r a c i a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  on a t o u r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y .  Cunningham was p o l i t e ,  b u t  he d e c l i n e d  t o  s h a k e  t h e  of­
f e r e d  h a n d s  o f  t h e  b l a c k  l e g i s l a t o r s  as  t h e y  l e f t  t h e  b u i l d ­
i n g .  N a t u r a l l y  t h e y  w ere  o f f e n d e d .  At l e a s t  two B o a rd  Mem­
b e r s  e x p e c t e d  s e r i o u s  r e t a l i a t i o n .  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d ,  
a l t h o u g h  he s y m p a t h i z e d  w i t h  C u n n in g h a m 's  p e r s o n a l  v i e w s ,  
t h o u g h t  he  s h o u l d  have  u se d  b e t t e r  j u d g e m e n t  i n  v ie w  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  " d e l i c a t e  p o s i t i o n . "  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  one  o f  
t h e  B oa rd  members ,  H a r ry  L o t t ,  was b l a c k ,  and t h a t  he  had 
v o t e d  f o r  Cunningham ’ s  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  " g r e a t  c o r d i a l i t y  and 
good f e e l i n g . "  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham t h o u g h t  Cunningham  
o u g h t  t o  i s s u e  an o f f i c i a l  a p o l o g y  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  He s e n t  
two a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  t o  D av id  i n  New O r l e a n s .  One d i r e c t e d  him 
i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Board  t o  " r e c o n c i l e "  t h e  a g g r i e v e d  l e g i s ­
l a t o r s .  I f  t h a t  f a i l e d ,  he was t o  s u s p e n d  Cunningham. No o n e ,  
Graham p o i n t e d  o u t ,  c o u l d  s t a n d  i n  t h e  way o f  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s 
w e l l - b e i n g .  Cunningham t e n d e r e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  b u t  Dav id  
o pp o sed  i t s  a c c e p t a n c e ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  t o  succumb t o  R a d i c a l  
p r e s s u r e  would c o s t  t h e  s c h o o l  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  " o l d  p e o ­
p l e "  o f  t h e  s t a t e . 25
2 5 q . Mason Graham t o  David  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  15,  1871, 
i b i d ■, G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  1 8 5 4 -8 5 ,  Box 6; Ldward Cun­
ningham t o  David  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  17, 1871,  i b i d . , A lph a  F i l e ,  
Box 7;  F l e m in g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 195.
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The U n i v e r s i t y  w e a t h e r e d  t h e  Cunningham c r i s i s ,  b u t  i n  
November o f  1871 ,  D a v id  h i m s e l f  s t i r r e d  up a c o n t r o v e r s y  which  
s e r i o u s l y  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  s c h o o l .  On a S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ,  Novem­
b e r  11, 1871 ,  an  unknown g r o u p  o f  Univex’s i t y  c a d e t s  s t o l e  t h e  
b e l l  fi'om t h e  b e l f r y  o f  t h e  D eaf  and Dumb Asylum. When i t  was 
d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h e  c a d e t s  w e re  i n t e r r o g a t e d ,  one  by o n e ,  t o  e s ­
t a b l i s h  t h e  g u i l t y  p a r t i e s .  A number r e f u s e d  t o  r e s p o n d ,  
w h e reu p o n  D av id  i s s u e d  an o r d e r  e x p e l l i n g  t w e n t y - f o u r  c a d e t s .
A R a d i c a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  New O r l e a n s  R e p u b l i c a n , s e i z e d  upon 
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  P r o f e s s i n g  s h o c k  t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  a l l o w e d  e x p u l ­
s i o n  f o r  s u c h  a n  o f f e n s e ,  t h e  p a p e r  s y m p a t h i z e d  w i t h  t h e  b o y s  
"who h a v e  shown a m a n ly  s p i r i t . "  The e d i t o r  t h o u g h t  t h e  l e g ­
i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  l a u n c h  an i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  a f f a i r .  " P e r h a p s , "  
he  r e m a r k e d ,  "a l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  may l'ecommend a r e ­
v e r s a l  o f  t h e  / e x p u l s i o n /  o r d e r  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  even  
t h o u g h  i t  s h o u l d  i n v o l v e  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h a t  o f f i c i a l . "  
D av id  r e p l i e d  t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  a l m o s t  a t  o n c e .  To p r e s e r v e  
o r d e r  and  d i s c i p l i n e ,  he  a r g u e d ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  had t o  be  
a l l o w e d  t h e  pow er  t o  w h ic h  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  o b j e c t e d .  "W ith  
a l l  r e s p e c t "  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  p e o p l e ,  
he  made i t  c l e a i '  t h a t  when t h e  r i g h t  t o  e x p e l  f o r  r e f u s a l  t o  
g i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  was w i t h d r a w n ,  he  would  no  l o n g e r  be  s u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t .  W ith  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  D a v id  e n c l o s e d  one
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f rom t h e  u n c l e  o f  a d i s m i s s e d  c a d e t ,  who a p p r o v e d  D a v i d ' s  
a c t .  The R e p u b l i c a n , how ever ,  was n o t  i m p r e s s e d .  A p p r o v a l  by 
one u n c l e ,  d e c l a r e d  t h e  e d i t o r ,  d i d  n o t  " a p p e a s e  t h e  f i v e  o r  
s i x  a n g ry  f a t h e r s "  whom t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  had h e a r d  c r i t i c i z e  
D a v id .  P u l l i n g  down t h e  b e l l  was i n d e e d  a s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e .
But  a r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  a boy t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  him­
s e l f  " v i o l a t e s  a l l  u s u a l  p r o c e d u r e . "  I t  l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e  
" S p a n i s h  I n q u i s i t i o n . "  " I f  d i s c i p l i n e  can  n o t  be m a i n t a i n e d  
by t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  w i t h o u t  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  r u l e s  o f  common
s e n s e ,  o r  c o m p e l l i n g  t h e  . . . boys  t o  b e t r a y  t h e i r  c o m ra d e s ,
26t h e  f a u l t  i s  h i s  own, and t h e  m i s f o r t u n e  i s  t h e  S t a t e ' s "
F r i e n d s  a s  w e l l  as  e n e m ie s  t h o u g h t  D av id  w en t  t o o  f a r  
i n  t h e  b e l l - s t e a l i n g  i n c i d e n t .  A f t e r  r e a d i n g  a b o u t  i t  i n  a 
n e w s p a p e r ,  A l e x a n d r i a  l a w y e r  W i l l i a m  Seay a d v i s e d  D a v id ,  " I  
c o u l d  have  t o l d  you t h a t  y o u r  t a c t i c s  would  n o t  work .  I have 
s e e n  i t  / i n t e r r o g a t i o n /  t r i e d  t w i c e ,  and i n  b o t h  c a s e s  i t  
f a i l e d . "  B oard  member G. Mason Graham saw a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  i n ­
c i d e n t  i n  two New O r l e a n s  p a p e r s .  He t h o u g h t  D a v i d ' s  r e m a rk s  
t o  t h e  e d i t o r  c o u ld  have  b e e n  "a l i t t l e  more t e m p e r a t e . "  
I r o n i c a l l y ,  Graham w r o te  D av id  t h e  v e r y  day  o f  t h e  b e l l s  t e a l -  
i n g  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  d i s m i s s i n g  c a d e t s .  I n  h i s  o p i n i o n  t h e
26New O r l e a n s  R e p u b l i c a n , November 18, November 22 ,  
1871,  in  Boyd (David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  N e w sp ap e rs ,  Box 17.
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U n i v e r s i t y  d i s m i s s e d  t o o  many f o r  " d e m e r i t . "  " P e o p l e  w i l l
n o t  s e n d  t h e i r  s o n s  t o  s o  r i g i d  a s c h o o l  w hence  d i s m i s s a l  i s
s o  s a r e .  . . . I t  seem s t o  me t h e  i d e a  s h o u l d  be  t o  p r e v e n t
d e m e r i t ,  and  n o t  r e l y  s o l e l y  on p u n i s h m e n t  (and  s o  s e v e r e )
27a f t e r  c o m m i s s i o n . "
D a v id  was n o t  o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h ich  h i s  
e x p u l s i o n  o r d e r  and h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  
m i g h t  c a u s e  him and t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  But  t a c t  and  c i r c u m s p e c ­
t i o n  w ere  n o t  h i s  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  He 
a c k n o w le d g e d  t o  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d  t h a t  he had  "some 
few  e n e m ie s  among t h e  R a d i c a l s . "  I f  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  would 
s a t i s f y  them and  s a v e  t h e  s c h o o l ,  he  would  b e  g l a d  t o  s u b m i t
i t .  I n  any  c a s e ,  he was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  l e t  t h e  " R a d i c a l  s c o u n -
23d r e l s "  know e x a c t l y  w h e r e  he s t o o d .  H is  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  
commented on " o u r  l a t e  w h o l e s a l e  d i s m i s s a l . "  Of t h e
27 G, Mason Graham t o  D av id  Boyd,  November 11,  December  
3, 1871,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham 
L e t t e r s ,  1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6.
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D av id  F. Boyd t o  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  December  23 ,  1871,  
i b i d . ,  Box 5 .  T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1874, D a v id  was s t i l l  c 
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  he  had  a c t e d  c o r r e c t l y  i n  t h e  " B e l l  S c r a p e . "  
Commandant Cunningham t h o u g h t  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s t r a w  
t h a t  b r o k e  t h e  c a m e l ' s  b a c k  b e c a u s e  i t  c a u s e d  s c  much t r o u b l e .  
B u t  D av id  n o t e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  " b i g  ho w l"  
c a u s e d  by s o  many d i s m i s s a l s ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  " o p e n l y  d e f i e d "  
a l l  o p p o s i t i o n  and "w e n t  s t r a i g h t  a l o n g "  i n  i t s  c o u r s e .  D av id  
Boyd D i a r y ,  November 11 ,  1874.
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t w e n t y - f o u r  e x p e l l e d  s t u d e n t s ,  a l l  b u t  e i g h t  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  a f t e r  m ak ing  a p p r o p r i a t e  amends f o r  h a v i n g  d e f i e d  
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  D av id  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a l l  was " h ap p y  and o r ­
d e r l y " a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  Those  who c a r e d  t o  s h o u l d  j u d g e  c o n ­
d i t i o n s  by t h e  c a d e t s ,  " n o t  t h e  f a l s e  p h i l a n t h r o p y "  o r  s i c k -
O  Li
l y  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y "  o f  o u t s i d e  " i g n o r a n c e  and p r e j u d i c e . " ^
The " B e l l  S c r a p e "  was b a r e l y  s e t t l e d  b e f o r e  David  b e ­
came e m b r o i l e d  i n  a n o t h e r  p u b l i c  c o n t r o v e r s y .  T h i s  one d e ­
v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e  b e tw e e n  f a c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  R a d i c a l s  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  D av id  w en t  
t o  New O r l e a n s  i n  m i d - J a n u a r y , 1 872 ,  t o  o v e r s e e  U n i v e r s i t y  
a f f a i r s ,  b u t  by t h e  end o f  t h e  m o n th  he  t h o u g h t  t h e  l aw m akers  
s t i l l  showed "no  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  go t o  w o r k . "  He r e t u r n e d  t o  
B a to n  Rouge. Two weeks l a t e r ,  on F e b r u a r y  16, 1872, he was
b a c k  i n  New O r l e a n s .  The p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s  had  a b a t e d  and 
D a v id  was o p t i m i s t i c .  "Our a f f a i r s  seem p r o m i s i n g , "  he w r o t e  
Commandant C unningham .  " I  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  o f  o u r
g e t t i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d . "  He e x p e c t e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c i t y
. 30m  a few d a y s .
29 R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1871,  p .  15 .
30 T e l e g r a m s  f rom  J a s . W. C r a w f o r d  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J a n ­
u a r y  4 ,  5, 6, 10 ,  1872;  T e le g ra m s  f ro m  David  Boyd t o  C o l .  Ed. 
Cunningham, J a n u a r y  17, 18, 23,  2 4 ,  25 ,  1872,  i n  F le m in g  
( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l
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But h i s  p l a n s  s u d d e n l y  c h a n g e d .  On F e b r u a r y  17,  1372,  "Mr.
W o r r a l l  o f  J e f f e r s o n "  i n t r o d u c e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  House t o
a p p o i n t  a  f i v e - m a n  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  f u l l  power t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o
t h e  m anagem en t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,
P a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  w i t h  s u p p l i e s ,  g r o c e r i e s ,  m e a t s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  b o o k s ,  
a p p a r a t u s ,  and a l l  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r i e s  . . . , t o  t h e  l a t e
e x p u l s i o n  o f  p u p i l s ,  t o  t h e  p a y m e n t s  demanded o f  t h e  S t a t e  
f o r  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t s ;  t o  t h e  v a c a n c i e s  on t h e  a c a d e m ic  
b o a r d  r e m a i n i n g  u n f i l l e d  i n  one  c a s e  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1871,
. . . t h e  m anner  and c h a n n e l s  o f  d i s b u r s i n g  t h e  f u n d s ,  t o
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and  c o s t  o f  p r i n t i n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e g i s t e r
o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and t o  a l l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r e :  t h e
3 1  -------i n s t i t u t i o n  . . .
The W o r r a l l  r e s o l u t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  p l a i n l y  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  s e v ­
e r a l  p r o s p e c t i v e ,  b u t  f r u s t r a t e d ,  s u p p l i e r s  and  a few  d i s ­
g r u n t l e d  p a r e n t s  w i t h  a g r u d g e  a g a i n s t  David  and  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y .  B u t  f a i l u r e  t o  f i l l  t h e  v a c a n c y  on t h e  A cadem ic  B o a rd  
seems t o  h a v e  b e en  t h e  im m e d ia te  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  h o s t i l e  r e s ­
o l u t i o n .  D r .  James B u r n s ,  a New O r l e a n s  p h y s i c i a n ,  composed 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  D r .  S. O. S c r u g g s  o f  
N a c h i t o c h e s . B u rn s  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a p r o f e s s o r s h i p  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  S c r u g g s  was a member o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd ,  
b u t  by 1872 he  no l o n g e r  a t t e n d e d  m e e t i n g s .  D a v id  c o n s i d e r e d
P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 0 - 7 2 ,  Box 1; D av id  Boyd t o  Ed. Cunningham, F eb ­
r u a r y  16,  1872,  i b i d .
31
R e p r i n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a  House  J o u r n a l , F e b r u a r y  17,  
1872, i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 17.
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h i s  p o s i t i o n  v a c a n t .  W ith  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  h a n d ,  B u rn s  
and S c r u g g s  lo o k e d  l o r  a l e g i s l a t o r  t o  i n t r o d u c e  i t .  A M a jo r  
B lackman i n  t h e  S e n a t e  r e f u s e d ,  f e a r i n g  t o  r a i s e  t h e  " m ix e d "  
q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  i n  t h e  House  a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n ,  D r .  W o r r a l l  o f  
J e f f e r s o n ,  was w i l l i n g .  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  ( o n e  o f  whoir. 
was H a r r y  L o t t ,  t h e  b l a c k  member f rom  K a p i d e s ) ,  r u s h e d  t o  i t s  
d e f e n s e .  The r e s o l u t i o n  f a i l e d  by a v o t e  o f  s i x t y - t w o  t o  t e n .
A lm o s t  two w eeks  l a t e r  Dr. Bumis p r o v i d e d  t h e  l aw m a k e rs  
and t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  a d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  
w h ic h  l e d  him t o  d r a f t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  On F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1S72, 
i n  a h a n d  b i l l  e n t i t l e d  "The Management  o f  t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y , "  B u r n s  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  m o n th s  b e f o r e  he  had  a p p l i e d  f o r  
t h e  v a c a n t  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  o f  c h e m i s t r y  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  He 
w r o t e  f i r s t  t o  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d  who a d v i s e d  him t o  s e n d  
h i s  " t e s t i m o n i a l s "  t o  D a v id  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  B o a rd  m e e t i n g  i n  
J u n e ,  1871 .  S a n f o r d  d o u b t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n y o n e  w ou ld  be  h i r e d .  
M e an w h i le ,  B u rn s  saw D a v id  p e r s o n a l l y  and  r e c e i v e d  t h e  same 
a d v i c e .  N e x t  B urns  w r o t e  t o  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth and  t h e  r e s t  of  
t h e  B o a rd  s e e k i n g  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a t  t h e  com in g  m e e t i n g .  He 
a l s o  s e n t  h i s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  D a v id .  J u n e ,  1871 ,  p a s s e d  and 
Burns  h e a r d  n o t h i n g .  L a t e r  he  m et  D av id  i n  New O r l e a n s .  D a v id  
t o l d  him no B oard  m e e t i n g  had  o c c u i ' r e d , and t h a t  i f  h e  l e f t  
h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  on f i l e ,  h e  m i g h t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  n e x t  y e a r
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i f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  im p r o v e d .  He 
d e c l i n e d ,  a s k i n g  D av id  t o  r e t u r n  h i s  r e f e r e n c e s .  The " t e s t i ­
m o n i a l s , "  B u rn s  d e c l a r e d ,  were  s e n t  b a ck  u n o p e n ed .
B urns  t h e n  w en t  t o  G o v e rn o r  Warmoth who p r o m is e d  t o  
s p e a k  t o  David  i n  B u r n ' s  b e h a l f  when he v i s i t e d  B a to n  Rouge. 
B urns  a l s o  had s e v e r a l  New O r l e a n s  e d i t o r s  ( f ro m  t h e  B e e , t h e  
P i c a y u n e , t h e  R e p u b l i c a n , t h e  B u l l e t i n , and t h e  T im e s ) a p p e a l  
t o  D a v id .  They p r o m is e d  t o  use  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  s e c u r e  g en ­
e r o u s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  A ga in  D av id  
d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d  and a g a i n  Burns  saw G o v e rn o r  Warmoth. The 
g o v e r n o r  d e s c r i b e d  D av id  a s  u n a l t e r a b l y  o p p o se d  t o  B u r n ' s  ap ­
p o i n t m e n t  a s  a p r o f e s s o r .  A l l e g e d l y ,  D av id  o b j e c t e d  t o  him 
b e c a u s e  he was t o o  o l d ,  had  g o u t  and  was " t o o  w e l l - k n o w n . "  
D av id  s u p p o s e d l y  w an ted  a " p u s h i n g  young man who had a r e p u ­
t a t i o n  t o  make" r a t h e r  t h a n  an e s t a b l i s h e d  s c h o l a r .  B urns  
t h e n  " d e v o t e d  my e f f o r t s  i n  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n s . "  About  t h e  mid­
d l e  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1872,  D r .  B urns  m et  Dr.  S. O. S c ru g g s  whom 
he had known f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  The two a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  s h o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  As a l r e a d y  d e s ­
c r i b e d ,  t h e y  had a r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  i n t r o d u c e d  on 
F e b r u a r y  17, b u t  i t  f a i l e d  t o  p a s s .  On F e b r u a r y  26 B urns  r e ­
c e i v e d  a p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  f rom  David  w h ich  he d e s c r i b e d  as  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c :  " u n g r a m m a t i c a l  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and r i b a l d
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i n  e x p r e s s i o n . "  I n  h i s  h a n d b i l l  o f  F e b r u a r y  27 ,  B u rn s  q u o t e d
l i b e r a l l y  from D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r  b u t  r e f u s e d  t o  comment on " s u c h
l a n g u a g e . "  As f o r  t h e  " p e r s i s t e n t  c o a r s e n e s s "  shown him by
D a v id ,  Burns  had n o t h i n g  t o  s a y  e x c e p t :
T h a t  I d e c l i n e  any d i r e c t  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w i t h  h im,  and t h a t  
I s h o u l d  have  on t h e  i n s t a n t  r e t u r n e d  h i s  m i s e r a b l y  
i l l - a d v i s e d  m i s s i v e ,  o n l y  t h a t  I deem i t  p r u d e n t  t o  h o ld  
i t  a s  a v a i l a b l e  t e s t i m o n y  i n  c a s e  o f  n e c e s s i t y .  Vox a u d i t a  
p e r i t ,  l i t e r a  s c r i p t a  m a n e t . 22
David  so o n  p r o v i d e d  B u rn s  w i t h  m ore  " t e s t i m o n y . "  On 
F e b r u a r y  29 ,  1872,  he i s s u e d  a b r o a d s i d e  o f  h i s  own a d d r e s s e d  
"To Whom I t  May C o n c e r n . "  The e x p l a n a t o r y  p r e f a c e  t o o k  B urns  
t o  t a s k  f o r  q u o t i n g  s e l e c t i v e l y  f rom h i s  l e t t e r  o f  F e b r u a r y  21. 
Burns  d i d  s o ,  D av id  c h a r g e d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  t h e n  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  j u s ­
t i c e  t o  a l l  Dav id  i n t e n d e d  t o  p u b l i s h  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  Burns  i n  
f u l l ,  o m i t t i n g  o n l y  t h e  name o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  (D r .  Scruggs)  
a s  i r r e l e v a n t  and im p ro p e r  t o  be m e n t i o n e d  in  h i s  d i s p u t e  
w i t h  B u r n s .  B u r n s ' s  a c t i o n ,  commenting  on a l e t t e r  a d d r e s s ­
ed t o  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  q u o t i n g  p u b l i c l y  o n l y  t h o s e  d e r o g a t o r y  
r e m a rk s  made o f  " a n o t h e r , "  D av id  l e f t  t o  " t h e  keen  s e n s e  
o f  p r o p r i e t y  o f  t h e  l e a r n e d  ( ? )  Dr. James B u rn s ,  o f  e s t a b l i s h ­
ed ' r e p u t a t i o n '  f o r  t h e  ' g o u t '  and b o m b a s t i c  p r e t e n s i o n s  a s  a
o n
^James B u r n s ,  M. D . , "The Management o f  t h e  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y , "  F e b r u a r y  27, 1872 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 4
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s c h o l a r . "  To t h e  law m a k e rs  and t h e  p u b l i c  D a v id  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  h i s  o n l y  r e a s o n  f o r  " c o n d e s c e n d i n g ” t o  t a k e  "p u b l i c  
n o t i c e "  o f  t h a t  " c o n t e m p t i b l e  c r e a t u r e "  ( B u r n s )  was t o  a v o i d  
p o s s i b l e  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  The c o m p l e t e  t e x t  o f  h i s  
l e t t e r  t o  B u rn s  f o l l o w e d .  The f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  was m i l d .  I t  
m e r e l y  r e p r o a c h e d  B u rn s  f o r  a s k i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  i n v e s ­
t i g a t e  t h e  m anagem ent  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b e f o r e  a d d r e s s i n g  any 
q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o r  t h e  B o a r d .  D av id  t h o u g h t  
one  p r o f e s s o r  had a r i g h t  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  much c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
f ro m  a n o t h e r .
I n  t h e  s e c o n d  and t h i r d  p a r a g r a p h s  D av id  warmed t o  h i s  
t a s k .  They  a r e  r e p r o d u c e d  h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  r e f l e c t  a c c u ­
r a t e l y  D a v i d ' s  c a p a c i t y  fox' i n d i g n a t i o n  and  h i s  command o f  
i n v e c t i v e .
From y o u r  c o n f r e r e ,  / S c r u g g s / ,  t h e  ex-m em ber  o f  o u r  B oa rd  
o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  whose  r e s i g n a t i o n  was a c c e p t e d ,  + b e c a u s e  
I r e f u s e d  l o n g e r  ( i n  J u n e ,  1870)  t o  s e r v e  a B o a r d ,  o f  w h ic h  
s u c h  a mean, s l a n d e r o u s  c r e a t u r e  was a  member;  f ro m  him,  I 
s a y ,  I e x p e c t e d  n o t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  a c o w a r d l y  and m a l i ­
c i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  m o r t i f y  o r  i n j u r e  me, e v en  when he knew 
t h a t  he was u n j u s t  t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  m e.
You c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  know t h e  man, o r  you would  n e v e r  fo rm  
any  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  h im. Do you know t h a t  he now a c t u a l l y  
d e n i e s  ^ h a v i n g  had  a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  
when you know t h a t  he and  y o u r s e l f  w e n t  t o g e t h e r  t o  M ajor  
B lac k m a n ,  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  and he  / S c r u g g s /  h a n d ed  t h e  p a p e i ’
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^  O
t o  t h e  s e n a t o r  and u r g e d  him t o  p r e s e n t  i t ? ° °
F i n a l l y ,  Dav id  a c c u s e d  D r .  B u rn s  oi: h y p o c r i s y .  "The n e x t  t im e  
you w a n t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  i n q u i r e  why you w e re  n o t  a p p o i n t ­
ed a p r o f e s s o r  HERlii, p l e a s e  s a y  s o  p l a i n l y . "  D a v id  had  d i s ­
c u s s e d  t h e  e n t i r e  m a t t e r  w i t h  b o t h  S e n a t o r  B lackman and Rep­
r e s e n t a t i v e  W o r r a l l ,  m ak in g  c l e a r  t o  them  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  n o t  
a s i n g l e  " r e s p e c t a b l e " man i n  t h e  s t a t e  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  hon­
e s t y  and s i n c e r i t y  o f  t h o s e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
" I f  I h a v e  j u d g e d  you h a r s h l y  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r , "  c o n c l u d e d
D a v id ,  " I  s h a l l  r e g r e t  i t ;  b u t  you c a n  o n l y  be e x c u s e d  on t h e
34g r o u n d  t h a t  ' a w a n t  o f  d e c e n c y  i s  a w a n t  o f  s e n s e ; 1"
D av id  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  h i s  p e r s o n a l  B a t t l e  o f  New O r leans  
w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  h e  o r i g i n a l l y  e x p e c t e d  t o  w in .  E a r l y  i n  F e b ­
r u a r y  he  t h o u g h t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  m ig h t  s e c u r e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o l l e g e  f u n d .  B u t  "due  t o  t h e i r  b e s t  f r i e n d s , "  he  w r o t e  
W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  had b e e n  d e f e r r e d  u n t i l  1873.
D av id  Boyd t o  Dr.  James B u r n s ,  F e b r u a r y  21 ,  1872, 
q u o t e d  e n t i r e l y  i n  "To Whom I t  May C o n c e r n , "  F e b r u a r y  29,  
1872 ,  i b i d . ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  Box 19.  The a s t e r i s k  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  D av id  s e n t  a copy o f  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  B u r n s ,  w i t h  t h e  b l a n k  
f i l l e d  i n ,  t o  "ex -m em b er"  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  Dr. 
S c r u g g s .  The s i n g l e  d a g g e r  r e f e r s  t o  a n o t e  t h a t  S c ru g g s  a t ­
t e n d e d  no  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a f t e r  Ju n e ,  
1 870 .  The d o u b l e  d a g g e r  i n d i c a t e s  a n o t e  t h a t  D av id  had p r o o f  
o f  S c r u g g ’s  d e n i a l  o f  any  p a r t  i n  f r a m i n g  and i n t r o d u c i n g  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .
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The B u r n s - S c r u g g s  a f f a i r  was a l s o  d o r m a n t ,  b u t  D a v id  t h o u g h t  
i t  was " h a r d l y  o v e r . "  He w o n d e red  i f  h e  had  gone " t o o  f a r "  
ox- " n o t  fax- e n o u g h . "  B u r n s  was p r o b a b l y  " r u i n e d "  i n  New 
O r l e a n s  and S c r u g g s ,  i n  D a v i d ' s  j u d g e m e n t ,  o u g h t  t o  be " t a ­
b o o e d "  f ro m  a l l  good s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  R e f e r r i n g  t o  b o t h  
as  " l i a i - s , "  D av id  r e m a r k e d ,  "They a r e  c e r t a i n l y  a handsome 
p a ix - t o  make war  on t h e  U n i v e x - s i t y , "35
When "w ar"  f i n a l l y  came,  i t  was n o t  D r s . B u r n s  and 
S c r u g g s  who w e re  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  a g g r e s s o x - s . The U n iv e x * s i ty ,  
l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  was a b o u t  t o  be  c a u g h t  up i n  a 
l o n g  powex’ s t r u g g l e  among t h e  f o r c e s  o f  Governox- H e n ry  C. 
Warmoth, t h e  more R a d i c a l  Customs H ouse  o f f i c i a l s ,  and t h e  
D e m o c r a t s  who p l a y e d  t h e  f i r s t  g ro u p  o f f  a g a i n s t  t h e  s e c o n d .  
W ith  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  Customs House
* ^ D av id  Boyd t o  Wm. S a n f o r d ,  u n d a t e d ,  1 872 ,  i n  Flem­
i n g ,  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Box 5. D a v i d ' s  a n t a g o n i s m  f o r  
Dr. S c r u g g s  w en t  b ack  a s  f a r  a s  1867. I n  S e p te m b e r  o f  t h a t  
y e a r  D a v id  w r o t e  S c ru g g s  a l e t t e r  w h i c h  " u t t e r l y  a s t o u n d e d "  
him; h e  a s s u r e d  David  t h a t  he  had o n l y  t h e  k i n d e s t  f e e l i n g s  
f o r  h im .  A g a in  i n  J u n e ,  1 8 7 0 ,  a t  t h e  l a s t  Board m e e t i n g  he 
a t t e n d e d ,  i t  was S c ru g g s  who i n t r o d u c e d  a l a u d a to x ’y r e s o l u t i o n  
r e f u s i n g  D a v i d ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  as  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  
Januax-y,  1872,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  Burns  i n c i d e n t ,  D a v i d ' s  b r o t h ­
e r  C h a r l i e  v i s i t e d  S c r u g g s  a t  h i s  home. He wi 'o te  D a v id  t h a t  
S c r u g g s  had  t h e  " d e e p e s t  a d m i r a t i o n "  foi-  him and was s o r r y  
t h a t  D a v id  s h o u l d  have  b e e n  " so  s e n s i t i v e "  as  t o  m isundex’s t a n d  
c e r t a i n  " jo c u la x -  r e m a r k s "  S c r u g g s  made t o  him. S c r u g g s  a l s o  
i n t i m a t e d  t o  C h a r l i e  t h a t  " o t h e r s "  on t h e  Board o f  Supervisors 
w e re  tx -y in g  t o  o u s t  D a v id .  Dr .  S. 0 .  S c r u g g s  t o  D .F .B o y d ,  
S e p t e m b e r  16 ,  1867, i b i d . ,  A lpha  F i l e ,  Box 11; M i n u t e s  o f  t h e
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g r o u p  won c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  1873 .  The U n i v e r s i t y ,  
l u c k i e r  t h a n  some s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  m anaged  t o  s u r v i v e .  B u t  
f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  ( 1 8 7 3 - 7 7 )  i t  e n d u r e d  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ic h  
a p p r o x i m a t e d  t h o s e  u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w a r .
B e f o r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h a t  m e l a n c h o l y  p e r i o d ,  s o m e t h i n g  
s h o u l d  he  s a i d  a b o u t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  D a v i d ' s  f a m i l y .  When f i r e  
f o r c e d  them t o  l e a v e  R a p i d e s  i n  1869 ,  t h e  Boyds ( D a v id ,  E t t i e  
a nd  t h e i r  s i x - m o n t h - o l d  s o n s )  moved i n t o  rooms i n  t h e  Asylum 
b u i l d i n g .  Tom Boyd, D a v i d ' s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  was s t i l l  a  c a ­
d e t  and l i v e d  i n  s t u d e n t  q u a r t e r s .  D u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1870 ,  
y e l l o w  f e v e r  v i s i t e d  B a to n  Rouge .  D a v id ,  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  w i f e  
and  t w i n  s o n s ,  s e n t  them  on an  e x t e n d e d  s o j o u r n  t o  M i n n e s o t a .  
He e x p e c t e d  t o  j o i n  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  S t .  P a u l ,  b u t  h e  c h a n g e d  
h i s  p l a n s  a t  t h e  l a s t  moment.  D i s a p p o i n t e d ,  E t t i e  t r a v e l e d  
on t o  Lake  Como, M i n n e s o t a ,  w h e re  s h e  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  r e ­
m a in e d  u n t i l  D av id  t o l d  them i t  was s a f e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  B a to n  
Rouge .  They l e f t  L ak e  Como a b o u t  November 10 ,  1 870 ,  f o r  t h e  
t r i p  S o u t h . D a v i d ' s  p a r e n t s  s t i l l  had  n o t  m e t  E t t i e  i n  
1 87 0 .  They w e re  " m o r t i f i e d "  when t h e y  h e a r d  he  had  s e n t  h e r
B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u n e  29 ,  1870 ;  C h a r l e s  Boyd t o  Dav id  
Boyd, J a n u a r y  24 ,  1 8 7 2 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  
A lp h a  F i l e .  Box 7.
36 ~
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  E t t i e  and  D av id  Boyd, /Summer,
1 8 7 0 / ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15.
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t o  M i n n e s o t a  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  W y t h e v i l l e  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  f e v e r .
B u t  D av id  and Thomas J .  Boyd w e re  somewhat  e s t r a n g e d  i n  1870.  
I n  one  l e t t e r  D av id  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  p a r e n t s  had  "no  a f ­
f e c t i o n  f o r  him a n y m o r e . "  Thomas Boyd d e n i e d  i t .  He a d m i t ­
t e d  t h a t  he  had  b een  " m o r t i f i e d "  by d i s p a r a g i n g  r e m a r k s  i n  
some o f  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r s .  To a v o i d  them , he  s t o p p e d  w r i t i n g  
" f o r  a s e a s o n . "  B u t ,  he  i n s i s t e d ,  he  had  n e v e r  " l e s s e n e d  h i s  
a f f e c t i o n "  f o r  h i s  s o n .  E t t i e  and  t h e  c h i l d r e n  would  h a v e
b e en  v e r y  welcome i n  V i r g i n i a .  A l l  o f  them m u s t  v i s i t  t h e  
37n e x t  y e a r .
W h i le  h i s  f a m i l y  was i n  M i n n e s o t a ,  D a v id  d i d  some
t r a v e l i n g  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  In  J u l y ,  1870 ,  he v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e
o f  t h e  o l d  S e m in a ry  b u i l d i n g  i n  R a p i d e s .  He r e t u r n e d  t o  B a to n
Rouge ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  w ou ld  n e v e r  r e t u r n  t o  i t s
o l d  home u n l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  r a i s e d  t h e  money 
38
t o  r e b u i l d  i t .  J u s t  a f t e r  E t t i e  r e t u r n e d  f ro m  M i n n e s o t a  i n
t h e  f a l l  o f  1870,  s h e ,  David ,  t h e  t w i n s  and S.  B. R o b i n s o n ,  
D a v i d ' s  c l e r k ,  made a much l o n g e r  t r i p .  They  l e f t  L o u i s i a n a  
on November 19 and d i d  n o t  g e t  b a c k  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  u n t i l
t j y
T. J .  Boyd t o  David  Boyd,  November 2 0 ,  1870,  
i b i d . ,  Box 7 .
38
D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  J u l y  2 0 ,  1870,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Box 5.
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December  9 .  D u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e  weeks t h e y  w e n t  f i r s t  t o  
V i r g i n i a  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  D a v i d ' s  s i s t e r ,  M i n e r v a ,  
E t t i e  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  s t a y e d  i n  W y t h e v i l l e ,  b u t  D av id  and 
Mr. R o b in s o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  W a s h in g to n  and New York i n  o r d e r  t o  
v i s i t  " t h e  p r i n c i p l e  s c i e n t i f i c  b u r e a u s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  e s ­
t a b l i s h m e n t s "  i n  t h o s e  c i t i e s .  I n  W a s h in g to n  G e n e r a l  W i l l ­
iam T. Sherman c o n d u c t e d  them t h r o u g h  s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  t h e  
S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n .  lie a l s o  g a v e  D av id  a l e t t e r  o f  i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t r i p .  Among t h e  
s c h o o l s  t h e y  v i s i t e d  i n  New York was C o lu m bia  C o l l e g e ,  w h e r e  
P r e s i d e n t  F r e d r i c k  B a r n a r d  a c t e d  a s  t h e i r  g u i d e .
The e x c u r s i o n  c o n v i n c e d  D a v id  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  
S o u th  had a l o n g  way t o  g o .  Even t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  
he t h o u g h t ,  d i d  n o t  com pare  w i t h  t h e  "good  c o l l e g e s  o f  t h e  
N o r t h . "  The r e a s o n  was p l a i n .  The N o r t h  b e l i e v e d  i n  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n  and s u p p o r t e d  i t .  In  L o u i s i a n a ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  t h e r e  
w ere  p r a c t i c a l l y  no s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h e s  w h e re  a boy m i g h t  
l e a r n  s i m p l e  g e o g r a p h y ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  and E n g l i s h  g ram m ar.
U n t i l  L o u i s i a n a  t o o k  t h e  s c h o o l s  and s c h o o l  l e g i s l a t i o n  o u t  
o f  p o l i t i c s ,  e v en  t h e  s m a l l  am o u n ts  s p e n t  on e d u c a t i o n  would  
be  w a s t e d .  As f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i t  c o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  com­
p e t e  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e s  f o r  good p r o f e s s o r s .  " T e a c h e r s  a r e  
u se d  t o  w o r k in g  f o r  v e r y  l i t t l e  and a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  e x p e c t
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much,  s t i l l  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  e nough  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  f rom  
w a n t , " he  w r o t e .  "No p r o f e s s o r  c a n  m a i n t a i n  h i s  f a m i l y  r e ­
s p e c t a b l y  on a s a l a r y  o f  $ 2 , 0 0 0  a y e a r  on t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  
l o w e r  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  when t h e  v e r y  d e c k  h a n d s  on t h e  s t e a m e r s
°  C ia r e  p a i d  f o r t y  t o  s i x t y  d o l l a r s  a m o n t h . " 013
D a v i d ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  low s a l a r i e s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
p a i d  i t s  p r o f e s s o r s  o n l y  r a r e l y  e x t e n d e d  t o  h i m s e l f .  F o r  h i s  
s e v e r a l  d u t i e s  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  t r e a s u r e r ,  and p r o f e s s o r ,  
he  r e c e i v e d  $ 3 , 0 0 0  a y e a r  p l u s  q u a r t e r s .  T h a t  f i g u r e  had  
b e en  r a i s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1869,  b u t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i r e ,  
t h e  B o a r d ,  a t  D a v i d ' s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  r e d u c e d  i t  t o  t h e  o l d  
l e v e l . 4 °  By t h e  end  o f  1870,  D a v id  a s k e d  t o  be  r e l i e v e d  o f  
a l l  d u t i e s  e x c e p t  t h a t  o f  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s .  "At 
p r e s e n t  I  f e e l  t h a t  I am n o t  d o i n g  good s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ,  n o r  a d v a n c i n g  i n  my p r o f e s s i o n ;  and a p a r t  f ro m  my 
l o v e  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  s a l a r y  i s  b u t  a m i s e r a b l e  p i t ­
t a n c e  f o r  a l l  t h e  l a b o r  and c a r e  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  my
39
R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  187 0 ,  p p .  9 - 1 0 ,  
16;  Wm. T. Sherm an,  L e t t e r  o f  I n t r o d u c t i o n  f o r  D a v id  F.  Boyd 
( c o p y )  November 28 ,  1870 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  p a p e r s ,  Box 3;  
D av id  Boyd D i a r y ,  November 2 7 ,  1874;  H e n d e r s o n  F r e n c h  
( u n c l e )  t o  D. F. Boyd, J u n e  22 ,  1871 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )
P a p e r s ,  Box 3.
40
R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1869 ,  p .  14; 
M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s , J a n u a r y  28 ,  1870 ,
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41s e v e r a l  o f f i c e s . "  B u t  t h e  B oard  d i d  n o t  r e l i e v e  him and i t  
d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  h i s  p a y .  G. Mason Graham t h o u g h t  he  a p p r e ­
c i a t e d  D a v i d ' s  s t r u g g l e s  t o  k e e p  t h e  s c h o o l  g o i n g  a s  much a s  
a n y o n e  c o u l d  o t h e r  t h a n  D a v i d ' s  w i f e .  " T h i s ,  I f e a r ,  w i l l  
a lw a y s  be t h e  c a s e  w i t h  y o u . "  H a l f  s e r i o u s l y ,  Graham w r o t e  
D av id  i n  J u n e ,  1871:
I have  p r e t t y  much . . . l o s t  a l l  s y m p a th y  w i t h  y o u r
'Angus t a  d o m i r e s , 1 t o  u s e  a c l a s s i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  
L o u se  i n  t h e  Head,  f o r  I h a v e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  b i g g e s t  
f o o l  on t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  i s  o ne  who g i v e s  away e v e r y ­
t h i n g  t h a t  he h a s n ' t  b e en  r o b b e d  o f  . . . By t h e  way,
h a v e  you e v e r  r e a d  t h e  Grand  E p i c ,  t i t l e  f o r g o t t e n ,  b u t  
commencing  ' H i g g l e t y  p i g g l e t y  s n i g g l e t y  F r i t z ,  l o s t  h i s  
money, and  t h e n  h i s  w i t s  . . , '  i f  n o t ,  I w o u ld  commend i t
t o  y o u r  s e r i o u s  p e r u s a l . " ^
D a v id  d i d  i n d e e d  g i v e  away w h a t e v e r  he  h a d .  B e s i d e s  
h i m s e l f ,  E t t i e ,  and t h e  t w i n s ,  he  s u p p o r t e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  Tom a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he  o f f e r e d  h i s  f a t h e r  a l o a n  
i n  Novem ber ,  1870,  t o  h e l p  p a y  f o r  a y o u n g e r  s i s t e r ' s  wed -  
d i n g .  By Decem ber  he  had  no c a s h  t o  l e n d ,  b u t  he  d i d  o f f e r  
E t t i e ' s  m o t h e r  and s i s t e r  a p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  Mrs. W r i g h t ' s  
Greenwood P l a n t a t i o n ,  a p p r a i s e d  i n  1859 a t  $ 1 0 8 , 0 0 0 ,  c o n s i s t e d
41
R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1870 ,  p .  15.
42 G. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J u n e  20 ,  1871 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 -S 5 ,  Box 6 .
o f  1500 a c r e s  o f  " b a r e  Land"  i n  1866 when h e r  c h i l d r e n  b e g a n  
t o  h a g g l e  s e r i o u s l y  o v e r  i t .  D a v i d  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n ­
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  wha t  he  c a l l e d  t h e  " f a m i l y  p i e , "  
b u t  E t t i e  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r s e l f  s o  i g n o r a n t  o f  b u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s  
t h a t  s h e  a s k e d  him and  Mr. W i l l i a m  Seay t o  a c t  f o r  h e r .  "God 
k n o w s ,"  E t t i e  w r o t e  D a v id  f rom  t h e  f a m i l y  home i n  C h e n e y v i l l e  
" I  want  t o  s e e  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  made w i t h  . j u s t i c e  t o  a l l  p a r t i e s  
i f  a n ybody  i s  d e f r a u d e d  o f  a d o l l a r ,  I  would  r a t h e r  i t  be
m e . "  She had  " p e r f e c t  c o n f i d e n c e "  i n  w h a t e v e r  David  m i g h t
43d e c i d e .  T h r e e  and  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 6 9 ,  
t h e  f a m i l y  p r o p e r t y  was s t i l l  n o t  d i v i d e d  t o  e v e r y o n e ' s  s a t ­
i s f a c t i o n .  L e ro y  S. H a v a rd ,  m a r r i e d  t o  E t t i e ' s  o l d e r  s i s t e r ,  
J u l i a  C a t h e r i n e  W r i g h t ,  a sk e d  D a v i d  t o  come t o  C h e n e y v i l l e  
f o r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  D av id  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  c o u ld  n o t  
l e a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  on s u c h  s h o r t  n o t i c e .  B e s i d e s ,  h i s  l e t t e r ,  
p l u s  t h e  o n e  E t t i e  was s e n d i n g  t o  h e r  m o th e r  t h e  same d a y ,  
o u g h t  t o  p r e c l u d e  a n y  f u r t h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Boyds con 
c e r n i n g  M rs .  W r i g h t ' s  a f f a i r s .
4 3 E t t i e  G. Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  W r ig h t  
( J e s s e  D . ) P a p e r s ,  D a v id  F. Boyd F a m i l y  p a p e r s ,  Box 1. I n ­
t e r n a l  e v i d e n c e  i n  E t t i e ' s  l e t t e r  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  t h e  l e t ­
t e r  was w r i t t e n  a b o u t  m i d - J a n u a r y ,  1866.
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About t h e  w h o le  m a t t e r ,  I  h a v e  b u t  one r e g r e t — t h a t  E t t i e  
d i d  n o t ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  upon o u r  m a r r i a g e ,  do  a s  s h e  h a s  done 
t o d a y .  I t  w ou ld  h a v e  s a v e d  me much t h a t  was a n n o y i n g  and 
u n p l e a s a n t .  From t h e  f i r s t  I h a v e  b e e n  a n x i o u s  t o  h a v e  
n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  o i  t h e  E s t a t e , w e l l  
knowing  how e a s y  i t  i s  f o r  members o f  a  f a m i l y  t o  
d i s a g r e e — and e v e n  t o  q u a r r e l — a b o u t  t h e i r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y - t h e  m o s t  u n f o r t u n a t e  and d i s a g r e e a b l e  o f  a l l  
s q u a b b l e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m o s t  u n b e c o m i n g . "
D a v id  hoped t h e  r e m a i n i n g  h e i r s  c o u l d  a g r e e  on t h e i r  " r e s p e c ­
t i v e  p a r t s . "  Even i f  t h e y  f a i l e d ,  he a t  l e a s t  hoped  t h a t  
M rs .  S a r a  W r i g h t  would  b e  " p r o v i d e d  f o r . "  To t h a t  e n d  he
w o u ld  be  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  w h a t e v e r  h e  c o u l d ,  " w h ic h  of
4 4c o u r s e  can be  no g r e a t  d e a l . "
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  h e i r s  c o u l d  n o t  a g r e e  n o r  d i d  t h e y  p r o ­
v i d e  a d e q u a t e l y  f o r  Mrs, W r i g h t .  T hrough  h e r  s p i n s t e r  dau g h ­
t e r  Mary, s h e  a p p e a l e d  t o  E t t i e  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i c e  and  a s ­
s i s t a n c e  i n  D ece m b er ,  1870.  D a v id  a n sw e re d  f o r  h i s  w i f e .  He 
d i d  n o t  s e e  how t h e  Boyds c o u l d  h e l p  Mrs .  W r i g h t .  " I  am v e r y  
a n x i o u s  n o t  t o  h a v e  any  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  w i t h  y o u r  
h e i r s , "  he  d e c l a r e d ,  "and E t t i e  h e r s e l f  c o u l d  do n o t h i n g  f o r  
y o u r  r e l i e f . "  Mrs .  W r ig h t  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  h i s  a t t i t u d e  
" s t r a n g e . "  B u t ,  he  r e m in d e d  h e r ,  a l l  h e r  e x e r t i o n s  t o  e d u c a t e  
and  s u p p o r t  h e r  c h i l d r e n  had b r o u g h t  h e r  n o t h i n g  b u t  b ad  
t r e a t m e n t ,  h a r r a s s m e n t  and  p e r s e c u t i o n .  Now s h e  was a " p o o r
44 D av id  Boyd t o  L. S. H a v a rd ,  A u g u s t  11,  1 8 69 ,  i b i d .
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o l d  l a d y ,  s i c k  and  i n f i r m . "  U n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  d i d  s h e
e v e r  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  be b e t t e r  f o r  h e r  t o  " g e t  o u t  o f  t h e
w h o l e ? "  He g a v e  E t t i e  c a r t e  b l a n c h e  t o  do a s  s h e  c h o s e ,  b u t
he  would  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  e s t a t e .  As f o r  M rs .  ,
W r ig h t  and " S i s t e r  M a r y , "  D a v id  t h o u g h t  i t  m i g h t  be  b e s t  f o r
them t o  come and l i v e  i n  B a to n  Rouge.  "You m u s t  know t h a t  I
am p o o r , "  he  w r o t e .  H is  s a l a r y  h a r d l y  s u p p o r t e d  them i n  t h e
way h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e d  them t o  l i v e .  B u t  t h e  W r i g h t s  would
n e v e r  l a c k  t h e  o r d i n a r y  " c a r e  and  c o m f o r t s  o f  a home" i f  he
c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  p r o v i d e  them .  She  and M iss  Mary "had  b e t t e r
p i c k  up t h e i r  t r a p s ,  s a y  g o o d b y e  t o  w h a t  i s  l e f t  o f  Greenwood
and i t s  t r o u b l e s ,  a nd  come and  l i v e  w i t h  E t t i e  and h e r  l i t t l e
s c r a p s  / t h e  c h i l d r e n / .  They w o u ld  a l l  be d e l i g h t e d  t o  h a v e  
4  Syou c o m e . "  By J u n e  o f  the n e x t  y e a r ,  1871, Mrs. W r i g h t  and
h e r  d a u g h t e r  Mary a c c e p t e d  D a v i d ' s  o f f e r .  They j o i n e d  t h e
Boyd f a m i l y  i n  t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g ,  and t h e y  r e m a i n e d  t h e r e
f o r  a t  l e a s t  s i x  y e a r s .  They may n o t  h a v e  l e f t  u n t i l  1880
when D a v i d ,  by t h a t  t im e  no l o n g e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,
46had  t o  s e e k  o t h e r 1 q u a r t e r s  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y .
^ ^ D a v id  Boyd t o  h i s  m o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  M rs .  S a r a  R.
W r i g h t ,  December 2 4 ,  / ? / ,  1 870 ,  i b i d .
^ ^ A c c x j u n t  Book o f  S a r a  R. W r i g h t ,  J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1871 .
J u n e  / N .  D ^ / ,  1871 ;  L. S. H a v a rd  t o  Mary C. W r i g h t ,  J a n u a r y  
27,  1877;  D av id  Boyd t o  E t t i e  G. Boyd, November  2 7 ,  1880 ,  
i b i d . Greenwood P l a n t a t i o n  was n o t  f i n a l l y  d i v i d e d  among t h e
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On O c t o b e r  7 ,  1871,  E t t i e  Bo3'd g a v e  b i r t h  t o  a n o t h e r  
s o n ,  A r t h u r  J .  Boyd, t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  Boyd h o u s e h o l d  t o  
e i g h t  m em bers .  But  o n l y  a week l a t e r  t r a g e d y  s t r u c k  f o r  t h e  
s e c o n d  t im e  t h a t  y e a r .  In  J u l y  D a v i d ’s  t r u s t e d  c l e r k  and 
good f r i e n d ,  S. B. R o b i n s o n ,  d i e d  a f t e r  a l o n g  i l l n e s s .  Now,
on O c t o b e r  15, one  o f  t h e  t w i n s ,  "Reb" o r  Edward J . , became
s e r i o u s l y  i l l .  He was s o  h e a v i l y  d o s e d  w i t h  p a r e g o r i c  on t h e
s i x t e e n t h  t h a t ,  " t o  k e e p  him f ro m  d y i n g  f ro m  s t u p o r , "  a phy­
s i c i a n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a s t r o n g  c o u n t e r  a g e n t .  B u t  a t  t h r e e
A. M. O c t o b e r  IB, 1871 ,  t h e  l i t t l e  boy d i e d .  R e c a l l i n g  t h e  
e v e n t  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  D av id  n o t e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y  t h a t  Keb 
" f e l l  s i c k "  on t h e  s e c o n d  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  S e m in a r y  f i r e .
h e i r s  u n t i l  A u g u s t  23 ,  1883.  By t h a t  t i m e  Mrs.  S a r a  Y /r igh t  
had  b e e n  d e ad  f o r  two y e a r s .  Mary C. W r i g h t ,  t h e  s p i n s t e r  
s i s t e r ,  w i l l e d  h e r  p r o p e r t y  t o  h e r  s i s t e r  E t t i e  Boyd, w i t h  
whom s h e  was l i v i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h e r  d e a t h  i n  1 8 88 .  By 
1890 ,  t h e  Boyds no l o n g e r  had any  c l a i m  t o  Greenwood Plan-r  
t a t i o n .  E t t i e  s o l d  h e r  s h a r e  ( t h e  amount  s h e  r e c e i v e d  i n  
1S83 p l u s  w h a t  s h e  i n h e x - i t e d  f ro m  h e r  s i s t e x *  Mary) , i n  a l l  
a b o u t  700 o r  800 a c r e s ,  t o  a "M rs .  S m i t h . "  A l t h o u g h  d e a d  
f o r  n i n e  y e a r s ,  Mrs.  S a r a  W r i g h t  had t h e  l a s t  w ord .  S c r a w l ­
ed a c r o s s  an a u t h o i ’i z a t i o n  t o  s e l l  t h e  l a s t  o f  Greenwood 
w e r e  t h e s e  l i n e s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h e r :  "What you l e a v e  a t  
y o u r  d e a t h ,  l e t  i t  be  w i t h o u t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  e l s e  t h e  l a w y e r s  
w i l l  be y o u r  h e i r s . "  F i n a l  d i v i s i o n  among h e i r s ,  A u g u s t  23, 
1883;  W i l l  o f  Mary C. W r i g h t ,  A p r i l  13, 1881 ;  K ernan  and  
L a y c o c k ,  A t t o r n e y s  ( B a to n  R o u g e ) ,  t o  E t t i e  G. Boyd, S e p tem ­
b e r  9 ,  1890,  i b i d . ;  Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  Boyd F a m i l y  Gene­
a l o g i c a l  S c r a p b o o k .
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He was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  boy d i e d  o f  " m a l p r a c t i c e ; "  f i r s t ,  
by w h o e v e r  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  P a r e g o r i c ;  s e c o n d ,  by t h e  phy­
s i c i a n  who employed a h e r o i c  a n t i d o t e .  The c h i l d  was b u r i e d  
in  t h e  same c e m e t e r y  as  Mr. R o b in s o n .  Whenever he c o u l d ,
Dav id  v i s i t e d  b o t h  g r a v e s  on t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  R e b ' s  
47d e a t h .
I n  t h e  summer of  1871,  C h a r l i e  Boyd and h i s  w i f e  S a l l y  
S t a f f o r d ,  l e f t  L o u i s i a n a  t o  v i s i t  i n  W y t h e v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a .  
A p p a r e n t l y  C h a r l i e ' s  f a m i l y  was a s  i n s o l v e n t  a s  D a v i d ' s .  
Thomas Boyd had t o  s e n d  them $150 f o r  t h e i r  f a r e  t o  V i r g i n i a .  
He a l s o  s e n t  Dav id  $150 " t o  a i d  you i n  y o u r  k i n d  e f f o r t s  t o  
s u p p o r t  & e d u c a t e  Tommy." However,  i f  C h a r l i e  n e e d e d  more 
money, D av id  was t o  l e n d  i t  t o  him on h i s  way t h r o u g h  B a to n  
Rouge. C h a i ' l i e  was a l r e a d y  i n  d e b t  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  b u t  when 
David  a s k e d  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f rom W y t h e v i l l e  i n  t h e  summer 
o f  1S72, C h a r l i e ,  who had moved b a ck  t o  V i r g i n i a ,  an sw e red  
t h a t  e v e n  i f  he p a i d  David  i n  f u l l  " i t  would o n l y  be tempo­
r a r y  r e l i e f . "  He t h o u g h t  D av id  o u g h t  t o  r u n  f o r  g o v e r n o r  t o  
d r i v e  t h e  " m i s c r e a n t s "  f rom power .  Then ,  when t h e  s t a t e  was
^ 7 Boyd ( L e r o y )  P a p e r s ,  Boyd F a m i ly  G e n e a l o g i c a l  S c r a p ­
book;  D av id  Boyd D i a r y ,  O c t o b e r  15, 16,  18, 1874.  L e ro y  S. 
Boyd c o m p i l e d  t h e  G e n e a l o g i c a l  S c ra p b o o k  i n  1904 .  He con­
t e n d e d  t h a t  Reb d i e d  " f rom  i m p r u d e n t  f e e d i n g  by a n e g r o  
n u r s e . "
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" s a f e l y  r u n , "  c a p i t a l  w ou ld  r e t u r n  t o  L o u i s i a n a  and t h e  s t a t e  
would p r o s p e r .  What D av id  t h o u g h t  o f  s u c h  p r e p o s t e r o u s  ad­
v i c e  i s  n o t  r e c o r d e d .  He p r o b a b l y  c o n s i d e r e d  C h a r l i e ' s  c h e c k
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f o r  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more v a l u a b l e ,
Thomas D u c k e t t  Boyd r e t u r n e d  t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  J u n e ,  1872, 
t h e  same y e a r  h i s  b r o t h e r  C h a r l i e  l e f t  L o u i s i a n a .  Tom was 
o n l y  e i g h t e e n ,  b u t  a l r e a d y  he had  e a r n e d  a M a s t e r  o f  A r t s  d e ­
g r e e  f rom  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He i n t e n d e d  t o  sp e n d  t h e  summer a t  
home, r e s t i n g ,  b e f o r e  s e e k i n g  p e r m a n e n t  em ploym en t .  I n s t e a d ,  
he fo u n d  h i m s e l f  p l a y i n g  s h o r t s t o p  on a t o u r i n g  b a s e b a l l  
team w h ic h  a P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  o r g a n i z e d  t o  k e e p  Wythe­
v i l l e  y o u t h  o u t  o f  t r o u b l e .  Tom d i d  n o t  w an t  t o  j o i n  t h e  t o u r  
a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  h i s  r e f u s a l  was i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  "a  d e s i r e  t o
T. J .  Boyd t o  Dav id  F. Boyd, A u g u s t  27,  1871,  i n  
Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5; C. R. Boyd t o  D. F. Boyd, Au­
g u s t  29 ,  1872 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 15. When he  r e t u r n e d  t o  W y t h e v i l l e  
C h a r l i e  worked i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  a s  a s u r v e y o r  for* t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  G overnm en t ,  He was s t i l l  f i n a n c i a l l y  d e p e n d e n t ;  h i s  
w i f e  and c h i l d r e n  e i t h e r  l i v e d  w i t h  h i s  p a r e n t s  a t  Boyd H o t e l  
o r  w e re  p a r t i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  by them i n  r e n t e d  q u a r t e r s .  I n  
187 3, a l t h o u g h  h i s  w i f e  was e x p e c t i n g  a n o t h e r  c h i l d  and T. J .  
Boyd was p a y i n g  t h e i r  b o a r d  b i l l ,  C h a r l i e  d e c i d e d  t o  a t t e n d  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  One r e f e r e n c e  l i s t s  him a s  a 
" g r a d u a t e "  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1874 .  But  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  
t h a t  he  c o u l d  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a d e g r e e  i n  one  y e a r ,  T. D. Boyd 
t o  D. F. Boyd, A ugus t  11,  1872; T. D. Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, 
O c t o b e r  23,  1872,  i b i d . ,  Box 15; T. D. Boyd t o  D. F.  Boyd, 
J a n u a r y  4 ,  1873,  M in e rv a  Boyd t o  D av id  F. Boyd, J u l y  23 ,  1873, 
i b i d . ,  Box 5; S o u th  West V i r g i n i a  and t h e  V a l l e y  
(Roanoke,  1 8 9 2 ) ,  2 8 3 -S 4 .
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49r e m a i n  a l o o f "  f rom  t h e  town b o y s ,  s o  h e  r e c o n s i d e r e d .  By 
t h e  end  o f  t h e  summer h e  b e g a n  t h i n k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  a j o b .  
He p l a n n e d  t o  work  f o r  t h e  C h e s a p e a k e  and  Ohio  R a i l r o a d  f o r  
one  y e a r  and t h e n  s t u d y  la w .  B u t  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1872 ,  he  was 
s t i l l  u nem ployed  and  s o r r y  t h a t  he was no  l o n g e r  a c a d e t  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  he  h e l p e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  
C h a r l i e  d raw  some m ap s ,  and he  beg an  " r e a d i n g  law "  i n  t h e  o f ­
f i c e  o f  a l o c a l  j u d g e .  A p p a r e n t l y  he s t i l l  had  p l e n t y  o f  
t i m e  t o  h i m s e l f .  I n  F e b r u a r y ,  1873,  D a v id  a d v i s e d  him t o  
" r e a d  h e a v i l y , "  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  E n g l i s h  p o e t s  and n o v e l i s t s  
l i k e  S c o t t ,  D i c k e n s  and  T h a c k e r a y ,  "Do n o t  be  m i s l e d , "  he
w a r n e d ,  "by w h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' P r a c t i c a l , '  b u t  r e a l l y  i g n o -
50r a n t  and  p r e j u d i c e d  p e o p l e  c a l l  ' u s e f u l . ' "
Sometime i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1873,  Tom a c c e p t e d  an  o f f e r  
t o  become a law  c l e r k  i n  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  o f f i c e  o f  ex-Cominan- 
d a n t  Edward C unningham .  However ,  he c h a n g e d  h i s  mind l a t e r .
The r e a s o n  may h a v e  b e e n  i l l  h e a l t h .  Tom s u f f e r e d  f r o m  some
49 W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t t  B o y d , 3 4 - 3 5 ;  Thomas D.
Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, A u g u s t  17 ,  1872 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  
Box 15.
50 W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t t  B o y d , 3 4 - 3 5 ;  Thomas D.
Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, A u g u s t  17 ,  1872; Thomas D. Boyd t o  E t t i e  
Boyd, O c t o b e r  23 ,  1 8 72 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15;
D av id  Boyd t o  Thomas D. Boyd, F e b r u a r y  18 ,  1873 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  
( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F. Boyd, L e t t e r s  and R e l a t e d  
P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
s o r t  o f  m a la d y  t h a t  c a u s e d  h i s  h e a d  t o  e r u p t  i n  v e r y  p a i n f u l  
s o r e s .  As a c a d e t  h e  e n d u r e d  s e v e r a l  a t t a c k s  and d u r i n g  t h e  
summer o f  187 3, t h e  a i l m e n t  r e t u r n e d .  I n  any  c a s e ,  when D av id  
i n v i t e d  him t o  come b a c k  t o  B a to n  Rouge " i f  he  had  n o t h i n g  
b e t t e r  t o  d o , "  he  a c c e p t e d  g r a t e f u l l y .  A l l  D a v id  c o u ld  p rom ­
i s e  h i s  young  b r o t h e r  was room and b o a r d .  B u t  he  would  h a v e  
a ' f i n e  l i b r a r y '  and he  c o u l d  a t t e n d  c l a s s e s  i n  b o t a n y  and  
z o o l o g y .  He c o u l d  a l s o  r e l i e v e  D av id  by t e a c h i n g  a few c l a s s ­
e s  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s .  Tom p r o m i s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
a s  so o n  a s  h i s  h e ad  i m p r o v e d .  " I  am u n d e r  s o  many o b l i g a ­
t i o n s  t o  y o u , "  he  w r o t e  D a v i d ,  " t h a t  I h a r d l y  know how t o  
t h a n k  you . . .  I  c a n  o n l y  do  s o  by d o i n g  a l l  i n  my pow er  t o  
h e l p  y o u . " f - 1-
D a v id  c e r t a i n l y  n e e d e d  h e l p .  He w r o t e  h i s  p a r e n t s  i n  
t h e  summer o f  1873 ,  o f  h i s  t e r r i b l e  f i n a n c i a l  p l i g h t ,  b u t  a l l  
t h e y  c o u l d  o f f e r  him was s y m p a th y .  "B u t  f o r  y o u r  k i n d n e s s
S '
t o  u s , "  M in e rv a  a n s w e r e d ,  you would  n o t  now be  i n  y o u r  p r e s ­
e n t  c o n d i t i o n . "  The o n l y  way s h e  c o u l d  e v e r  r e p a y  D av id  was
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W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t  B o y d , 35;  M in e rv a  Boyd t o  
D av id  Boyd, J u l y  28 ,  1 8 7 3 ,  T h o s . D. Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, Au­
g u s t  13,  1 8 73 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5; David  Boyd 
t o  Thomas D. Boyd, A u g u s t  5, 1873 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  
C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F. Boyd L e t t e r s  and R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,
1 8 5 8 - 8 S , Box 4 .
t o  g i v e  h i s  f a m i l y  a  p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  From Tom Boyd s h e  knew 
t h a t  r e n t s  i n  L o u i s i a n a  were " e x h o r b i t a n t "  a n d  t h e  "New 
O r l e a n s  p e o p l e "  who v i s i t e d  t h e  h o t e l  t h o u g h t  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y ' s  c h a n c e s  of  o v e rc o m in g  i t s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  " a r e  d o u b t f u l  i f  
n o t  i m p o s s i b l e . "  She w ish e d  D a v id  w ere  o u t  o f  t h e  "w ho le  
m e s s '.'5 '2 So d i d  D a v id .  S i x  months e a r l i e r ,  i n  December,  1872, 
he u n o f f i c i a l l y  a s k e d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Com mit tee  of  t h e  B o a rd  t o  
b e g in  l o o k i n g  f o r  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  H i s  h e a l t h  was b r e a k i n g  
down, and  he  no l o n g e r  f e l t  a b l e  t o  s t a n d  t h e  work and  a n x i e t y  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l .  He w a n t e d  t o  l e a v e  no l a t e r  t h a n  
Ju ne ,  187 3. A l th o u g h  a l l  of  t h e  m a r r i e d  p r o f e s s o r s  w e r e  i n  
t e r r i b l e  s t r a i t s ,  h e  and  h i s  f a m i l y  were i n  a "worse f i x "  
t h a n  any  o f  t h e  o t h e r s .  Even i f  h i s  s a l a r y  w e r e  p a id  r e g u l a r ­
l y ,  i t  was " i n a d e q u a t e "  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  w ork  and e x t r a  e x ­
p en se  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c y . B u t  now he had  
n e i t h e r  c a s h  n o r  c r e d i t .  As he e x p l a i n e d  t o  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
S a n f o r d :
For  a b o u t  a m onth  t h i s  f a l l  my w i f e  had t o  be h e r  own
n u r s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  cook  f o r  a m e s s  of s i x — a l l  b e c a u s e  we
c a n ' t  p a y  our  s e r v a n t s .  And a l l  I e v e r  e x p e c t e d  t o  l e a v e  
my l i t t l e  f a m i l y  i n  c a s e  of  d e a t h — a l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  
p o l i c y — I l o s t  t h e  o t h e r  d ay ,  b e c a u s e  I  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e
t h e  p a y m e n t ,  I t e l l  you a l l  t h i s  i n  no s p i r i t  of
5^M inerva  Boyd t o  David Boyd, J u l y  2 8 ,  1873, i n  Boyd 
(David F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5.
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c r o a k i n g ,  o r  g r u m b l i n g  a t  an u g l y  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s ,  f o r  
w h i c h  p e r h a p s  I  am more  r e s p o n s i b l e  t h a n  any  o n e ,  b u t  t o  
l e t  y o u _know t h e  d e s p e r a t e  p r i v a t e  s t r a i t s  t o  w h ic h  1 am 
d r i v e n .
I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  D a v id ,  i n  h i s  a n g u i s h e d  c o n d i t i o n ,  remem­
b e r e d  t h e  l i n e s  s e n t  him e i g h t e e n  m o n th s  e a r l i e r  by G. Mason 
Graham: " H i g g l e t y ,  p i g g l e t y ,  s n i g g l e t y  F r i t z ,  l o s t  h i s  money,
and t h e n  h i s  w i t s . ' 1 By t h e  end  o f  1872 ,  t h e y  seem ed p r o ­
p h e t i c .  I n  a l e t t e r  t o  G e n e r a l  Graham d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  and t h e
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  c o n d i t i o n ,  he  w r o t e ,  " I  am n e a r l y  c r a z y ;  t h e r e
54i s  a l i m i t  t o  e v e r y t h i n g ,  and I h a v e  n e a r l y  r e a c h e d  m i n e . "
53
D av id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  December  4 ,  1872, 
December  / ? / ,  1872 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Bex 5.
54D av id  Boyd t o  G. Mason Graham, Decem ber  21 ,  1872, 




The p o l i t i c a l  c h a o s  w h ic h  r e i g n e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  a s  
1872 drew t o  a  c l o s e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e g r e e  David 
B o y d ' s  p h y s i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  t o r m e n t .  The U n i v e r s i t y  was a l ­
m os t  t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  upon  s t a t e  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  D a v id ,  d e ­
s p i t e  h i s  p e r s o n a l  d i s t a s t e  f o r  p o l i t i c s  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  
h a d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  whomever r a n  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  1872 t h a t  was 
a n y t h i n g  b u t  c l e a r .  To b e t t e r  a p p r e c i a t e  D a v i d ' s  d i f f i c u l ­
t i e s  i t  w o u ld  be  h e l p f u l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  su m m ar ize  p o l i t i ­
c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h i s  t u r b u l e n t  p e r i o d .  By 1872 t h e  R e ­
p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  was i n  d i s a r r a y  on b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n ­
a l  l e v e l s .  I n  L o u i s i a n a  t h e  s c h i s m  b e tw e e n  G o v e rn o r  War- 
m o t h ' s  f o l l o w e r s  a n d  t h e  more r a d i c a l  Customs House f a c t i o n  
d a t e d  b a ck  t o  1870 when Warraoth a n n o u n c e d  p l a n s  t o  amend 
t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u c c e e d  h i m s e l f .  At t h e  
R e p u b l i c a n  s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1870,  l i e u ­
t e n a n t  G o v e rn o r  O s c a r  Dunn c h a l l e n g e d  Warmoth f o r  c o n t r o l  
o f  t h e  p a r t y .  Dunn o p p o se d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amendment b u t
252
2 5 3
W a r m o th ' s  f a c t i o n  s c o r e d  a v i c t o r y  a t  t h e  p o l l s .  L a t e r ,  
W arm o th ’s  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  s e n a t e  made common c a u s e  w i t h  
t h e  D e m o c r a t s  t o  s t r i p  Dunn o f  h i s  po w er  t o  name c o m m i t t e e s  
i n  t h e  u p p e r  c h a m b e r .  I n  t h e  h o u s e  a  s i m i l a r  c o a l i t i o n  r e ­
e l e c t e d  IV a rm o th 's  man f o r  s p e a k e r .  B u t  t h e  a l l i a n c e  f e l l  
a p a r t  when  d i s s a t i s f i e d  D e m o c r a t s  s h i f t e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  
Customs House  R e p u b l i c a n s .
The c o n t e s t  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  c o n ­
t i n u e d  i n  1 87 1 .  B o t h  s i d e s  p u t  u p  s l a t e s  o f  d e l e g a t e s  t o  hie 
s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  a n d  b o t h  s i d e s  r e s o r t e d  t o  f r a u d ,  i n t i m i d a ­
t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  a rm ed  men d u r i n g  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  c o n ­
v e n i n g  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  Warmoth f a c t i o n  
w a l k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e ,  w h e r e u p o n  t h e  C us tom s House 
d e l e g a t e s  r e a d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o u t  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  B o th  s i d e s  ap­
p e a l e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  b u t  h e  t o o k  no im­
m e d i a t e  a c t i o n .  I n  November ,  1 8 7 1 ,  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  Oscar  
Dunn d i e d  a n d  G o v e r n o r  Yfarmoth c a l l e d  a  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  s e n a t e  f o r  Decem ber  9 t o  e l e c t  a  f r i e n d l y  p r e s i d i n g  o f ­
f i c e r  f o r  t h a t  b o d y .  T h i s  was i m p o r t a n t  i n  c a s e  t h e  l o w e r  
h o u s e ,  t h e n  o r g a n i z e d  by Custom s House  men, t r i e d  t o  im p e a c h  
t h e  g o v e r n o r .  The D e m o c r a t s  met on November 3 0 ,  1 87 1 ,  t o  
p l a n  t h e i r  s t r a t e g y ,  b u t  d e c i d e d  f i n a l l y  a g a i n s t  a  f o r m a l  
a l l i a n c e  w i t h  e i t h e r  R e p u b l i c a n  f a c t i o n .  H o w e v e r , when t h e
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s e n a t e  met i n  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  D em o cra t s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
Customs House c a n d i d a t e .  One man s w i t c h e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  
m i n u t e ,  t h e r e b y  g i v i n g  t h e  s e n a t e  p r e s i d e n c y  t o  W arm o th ' s  
c h o i c e ,  P. B. S .  P i n c h b a c k .
The f a c t i o n a l  b a t t l e  c o n t i n u e d  when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
met i n  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1872.  The s e n a t e  c o u l d  
n o t  o r g a n i z e  f o r  l a c k  o f  a  quorum . In  t h e  h o u s e  t h e  two f a c ­
t i o n s  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  s p e a k e r s h i p .  Both  s i d e s  c a l l e d  f o r  
F e d e r a l  t r o o p s ,  b u t  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  men, w i t h  t h e  
a i d  o f  h i s  p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  t o o k  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  m e e t ­
i n g  p l a c e ,  M e ch a n ic s  I n s t i t u t e .  The Customs House f a c t i o n  
t h e n  s e t  up  i t s  own l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  Gem S a l o o n  on R o y a l  
S t r e e t .  F o r  two weeks L o u i s i a n a  h a d  two l e g i s l a t u r e s .  Not 
u n t i l  t h e  en d  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1872,  d i d  t h e  Warmoth f a c t i o n  w in  
o v e r  enough  members f ro m  t h e  r i v a l  body t o  o r g a n i z e  f o r  b u s i ­
n e s s .  By t h a t  t im e  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  was h a l f  o v e r .
D u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  an d  summer o f  1872 t h e  s e v e r a l  f a c ­
t i o n s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  R e p u b l i c a n s  a n d  D em ocra ts  g i r d e d  th e m ­
s e l v e s  f o r  t h e  coming s t a t e  and  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s .  The 
s p l i t  i n  R e p u b l i c a n  r a n k s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  be tw een  G r a n t  
R e p u b l i c a n s  a n d  L i b e r a l  R e p u b l i c a n s  r e n d e r e d  L o u i s i a n a  p o l i ­
t i c s  more b e w i l d e r i n g  t h a n  e v e r .  A t  l e a s t  f i v e  d i s t i n c t  
g r o u p s  u l t i m a t e l y  h e l d  c o n v e n t i o n s  and  f i e l d e d  c a n d i d a t e s .
They  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  R e f o r m e r s ,  t h e  D e m o c r a t s ,  
t h e  Customs H o use  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  t h e  p i n c h b a c k  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  a n d  
t h e  L i b e r a l s .  The R e f o r m e r s ,  c e n t e r e d  m a i n l y  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  
s o u g h t  t o  b r e a k  t h e  pow er  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o v e r  l o c a l  g o v e rn m e n t  
by r e p e a l i n g  many o f  t h e  law s  i n s t i t u t e d  by G o v e r n o r  Warmoth.  
The D e m o c ra t s  m et  on A p r i l  18, som ew ha t  d i s c o n c e r t e d  by Gov­
e r n o r  W a r m o th ' s  f o r m a t i o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  week o f  a s t a t e  L i b e r ­
a l  p a r t y ,  o p p o s e d  t o  G r a n t ' s  r e e l e c t i o n .  I f  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  
a n d  t h e  L i b e r a l  R e p u b l i c a n s  c o a l e s c e d  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  
w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  Warmoth a n d  t h e  L ou­
i s i a n a  D em o cracy ?  The D e m o c ra t s  d e c i d e d  t o  a w a i t  n a t i o n a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t s  b e f o r e  n am in g  a s l a t e  o f  c a n d i d a t e s .  The C u s ­
tom s House R e p u b l i c a n s  m e t  on A p r i l  30 u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  M a r s h a l ,  S .  B. P a c k a r d  and  C. C. A n t o i n e .  
They d e n o u n c e d  Warmoth,  b u t  made e f f o r t s  t o  w in  o v e r  P .
B. S .  P i n c h b a c k ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  f i f t h  f a c t i o n  on t h e  p o l i t i ­
c a l  s c e n e .  P i n c h b a c k  s p o k e  f o r  a  l a r g e  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  b l a c k  
v o t e r s  whom t h e  Customs House e l e m e n t  ho p e d  t o  woo away f r o m  
W arm oth .  The R e p u b l i c a n  c o n v e n t i o n  e n d o r s e d  G r a n t  b u t  d i d  
n o t  n o m in a t e  a  s t a t e  t i c k e t  u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r .  On May 
28 t h e  P i n c h b a c k  g r o u p  h e l d  i t s  own c o n v e n t i o n .  I t  c o u l d  n o t  
a g r e e  on a n  e n d o r s e m e n t  f o r  G r a n t .  T h r e e  weeks  l a t e r  t h e  
tw o  R e p u b l i c a n  f a c t i o n s  m et  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  B a to n  R o u g e .
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F a i l i n g  t o  r e a c h  a g r e e m e n t ,  P i n c h b a c k * s  p e o p l e  w i t h d r e w  t o  
New O r l e a n s ,  b u t  t h e  Customs H ouse  e l e m e n t  r e m a i n e d  t o  n o m i­
n a t e  W. P. K e l lo g g  f o r  g o v e r n o r  and  C. C. A n t o i n e ,  a  N eg ro ,  
a s  h i s  r u n n i n g - m a t e .  U l t i m a t e l y  P i n c h b a c k * s  g r o u p  e n d o r s e d  
t h e  G r a n t - K e l l o g g - A n t o i n e  t i c k e t .  In  r e t u r n ,  a  N eg ro ,
W i l l i a m  Brown, r e c e i v e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  and P i n c h b a c k ,  a l s o  a 
N egro ,  r a n  a s  C o n g r e s s m a n - a t - l a r g e .
M eanw hi le ,  t h e  D em o cra ts  r e c o n v e n e d ,  a g r e e d  t o  c o n ­
s i d e r  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  and  named a s t r a i g h t  Dem­
o c r a t i c  s l a t e  h e a d e d  by John McEnery.  By J u l y ,  1872,  t h e  Re­
fo rm  p a r t y  f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  D e m o c r a t s .  They a c c e p t e d  t h e  
McEnery t i c k e t ,  a nd  e n d o r s e d  t h e  c a n d i d a c y  o f  H o ra c e  G r e e l e y  
a n d  B. G r a t z  Brown f o r  p r e s i d e n t  and  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  F i n a l ­
l y ,  Warmoth L i b e r a l s  met i n  New O r l e a n s  on A u g u s t  5 , 1872 .  
A f t e r  s i x  days  t h e y  c h o s e  D a v i d s o n  B. Penn f o r  g o v e r n o r  and  
Warmoth was e n d o r s e d  f o r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r .  By t h e  end 
o f  t h e  month L i b e r a l s ,  R e f o r m e r s  and  D em o cra t s  r e s o l v e d  t h e i r  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g s .  The r e s u l t  was 
a  F u s i o n  t i c k e t  composed o f  J o h n  McEnery f o r  g o v e r n o r  and
D a v id so n  Penn f o r  L i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  H o ra c e  G r e e l e y  won
F u s i o n  e n d o r s e m e n t  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .
V o t e r s  w ent t o  th e  p o l l s  on November 4 ,  1S 72 . B oth
s i d e s  c l a i m e d  v i c t o r y ,  b u t  u n d e r  L o u i s i a n a  law  t h e  s t a t e  
R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d  h a d  t o  c e r t i f y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  
T h r o u g h o u t  November G o v e r n o r  Warmoth an d  t h e  C u s to m s  House  
f a c t i o n  b a t t l e d  o v e r  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d .  
A R a d i c a l  F e d e r a l  j u d g e ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  s u i t s  a n d  c o u n t e r ­
s u i t s ,  u p h e l d  a  p r o - K e l l o g g  R e t u r n i n g  B o a rd  on  December 6 . 
The  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  t h e  sam e  j u d g e  o r d e r e d  t h e  F e d e r a l  m a r s h a l  
t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  M e c h a n ic s  I n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
m e e t i n g  p l a c e  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  l e g i s l a t u r e .  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  
o c c u p i e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s i x  w e e k s .  M e an w h i le ,  
G o v e r n o r  Warmoth i s s u e d  a  c a l l  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e l e c t e d  
on November 4 ,  1872 ,  t o  c o n v e n e  i n  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  on Decem­
b e r  9 .  The  P i n c h b a c k - K e l l o g g  f o r c e s ,  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  Mechan­
i c s  I n s t i t u t e ,  a d m i t t e d  o n l y  t h o s e  members c e r t i f i e d  by t h e  
p r o - K e l l o g g  R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d .  The W a r m o th - M c E n e r y - a p p r o v e d  
l e g i s l a t o r s  met i n  Lyceum H a l l .  B o t h  b o d i e s  o r g a n i z e d  imme­
d i a t e l y .  The p r o - K e l l o g g  House b r o u g h t  im p e a c h m e n t  p r o c e e d ­
i n g s  a g a i n s t  G o v e rn o r  W arm oth ,  t h e r e b y  s u s p e n d i n g  h im f ro m  
o f f i c e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  a c t i n g  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  P .  B. S .  
P i n c h b a c k ,  o f  t h e  K e l l o g g  f a c t i o n .  The two l e g i s l a t u r e s
t h e n  p r o c e e d e d  t o  l u r e  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  members b a c k  a n d  f o r t h
i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  a  q u o r u m .  A g a i n  b o t h  g o v e r n m e n t s  
a p p e a l e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n .  The
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Warmoth-McEnery  g r o u p  e v e n  s e n t  a  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  100 c i t i z e n s  
t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  p e r s o n a l l y .  B u t  a l l  t o  no  a v a i l .  
P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  P i n c h b a c k - K e l l o g g  r e g i m e  on 
December 12 a s  t h e  l a w f u l  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  He p ro m ­
i s e d  t o  u p h o l d  i t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f o r c e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  
d i s o r d e r .  The F e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  d i d  make i t  c l e a r ,  how­
e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  p r e v e n t  e f f o r t s  by  McEnery p a r t i ­
s a n s  t o  " i n a u g u r a t e "  t h e i r  man i n  J a n u a r y ,  18 7 3 ,  i f  no  v i ­
o l e n c e  a c c o m p a n ie d  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  a n d  i f  t h e  F u s i o n  f o r c e s  
d i d  n o t  t r y  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  b y  f o r c e .
On J a n u a r y  6 , 1S73 ,  t h e  P i n c h b a c l c - K e l l o g g  f o r c e s ,  
h a v i n g  f i n a l l y  a d j o u r n e d  t h e  e x t r a  s e s s i o n  o f  1 872 ,  m et  i n  
r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  a t  M e c h a n ic s  I n s t i t u t e .  The W arm oth-M cEnery  
l e g i s l a t o r s  a s s e m b l e d  a t  Odd F e l l o w s  H a l l .  A w eek  l a t e r  
W i l l i a m  P i t t  K e l l o g g  a n d  J o h n  McEnery d e l i v e r e d  i n a u g u r a l  
a d d r e s s e s  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s u p p o r t e r s .  B o th  g o v e r n m e n t s  
m et  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  b u s i n e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s ­
s i o n .  B u t  i n  t h e  e n d ,  o n l y  t h e  b i l l s  a d o p t e d  by  t h e  
K e l l o g g  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e c e i v e d  o f f i c i a l  s a n c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  
a f t e r  d i s t u r b a n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a r t i s a n s  o f  t h e  two g o v e r n ­
m e n ts  e r u p t e d  on  March 5 ,  t h e  McEnery l e g i s l a t u r e  was d i s ­
b a n d e d  by a rm e d  p o l i c e .  To most  w h i t e  L o u i s i a n i a n s ,  i t  was
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s t i l l  t h e  l e g a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
In  November, 1 87 2 ,  w h i l e  t h e  R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d  c o n t o -  
v e r s y  was b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s ,  D a v id  Boyd w r o t e  t o  G e n e r a l  
Y / i l l i a m  T .  Sherm an a b o u t  L o u i s i a n a ' s  t a n g l e d  p o l i t i c a l  a f ­
f a i r s  . A p p a r e n t l y  h e  u r g e d  Sherm an  t o  u s e  h i s  g o o d  o f f i c e s  
w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  t o  b r i n g  p e a c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  Sherm an 
r e p l i e d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e ,  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  "on d o w n ,"  w a n t e d  
p e a c e  a n d  h a rm on y ,  b u t  "y ou  c a n ' t  command t h e s e . "  He a s ­
s u r e d  D a v i d  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  i n  New O r l e a n s  h a d  o r d e r s  t o  do 
n o t h i n g  b u t  k e e p  t h e  p e a c e .  They w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  
F e d e r a l  m a r s h a l  who i n  t u r n  a n s w e r e d  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  c o u r t s .  
Sherm an knew t h e  F e d e r a l  j u d g e s  who w o u l d  d e c i d e  w h ic h  L o u i ­
s i a n a  s t a t e  g o v e rn m e n t  s h o u l d  r u l e .  He c o n s i d e r e d  th em  a b l e  
a n d  l e a r n e d .  B u t  D a v id  was n o t  c o n v i n c e d .  A month  l a t e r ,  
on December 2 7 ,  h e  w r o t e  Sherm an  a g a i n ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  " c o n ­
f u s i o n  a n d  t u r m o i l  a t  New O r l e a n s . "  Sherm an a n s w e r e d  on
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Lonn, R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a , 7 2 - 2 3 0  p a s s i m ;  
M cG in ty ,  H i s t o r y  o f  L o u i s i a n a , 2 1 4 - 1 5 ;  R a n d a l l  a n d  D o n a ld ,  
C i v i l  War a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 6 9 1 ,  M c G i n t y ' s  a c c o u n t  seem s 
t o  b e  e s s e n t i a l l y  a summary o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  i n  
L onn .  O t h e r  s o u r c e s  w h ic h  go  b e y o n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p ­
m en ts  a r e  R o ge r  S h u g g ,  O r i g i n s  o f  The C l a s s  S t r u g g l e  i n  
L o u i s i a n a :  A S o c i a l  H i s t o r y  o f  W h i t e  F a r m e r s  a n d  L a b o r e r s
D u r i n g  S l a v e r y  and  A f t e r ,  1 8 4 0 -7 5  ( B a to n  Rouge ,  1 9 3 9 ) ,  
2 2 4 - 3 3 ,  a n d  W i l l i a m  H i g h s m i t h ,  " L o u i s i a n a  D u r i n g  R e c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n "  ( P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,
1 9 5 3 ) .
2 6 0
J a n u a r y  6 , 1873 ,  t h e  same day  t h e  r i v a l  l e g i s l a t u r e s  
c o n v e n e d  i n  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .  He d e f e n d e d  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t ' s  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  P i n c h b a c k - K e l l o g g  r e g im e  i n  December on 
t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  some a c t i o n  h a d  t o  be t a k e n  u n t i l  C o n g r e s s  
o r  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  c o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e  L o u i s i a n a  a f f a i r s .
He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  M cE nery1s  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  b e e n  p r o m i s e d  
f r e e d o m  t o  m ee t  p r o v i d e d  i t  d i d  s o  w i t h o u t  d i s o r d e r .  " I  b e ­
l i e v e , "  Sherm an  c o n c l u d e d ,  " i f  McHenry / s i c / ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r -  
e l e c t  and  h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e  a r e  t h e  t r u e  b od y ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  s o  
d e c l a r e d  when t h e  c a s e  r e a c h e s  W a s h in g to n  by a p p e a l  a n d  i n  
t h a t  e v e n t  G e n e r a l  G r a n t  w i l l  s u r e l y  s o  r e g a r d  them .  Keep 
t h i s  t o  y o u r s e l f , "  h e  a d m o n i s h e d  D a v id ,  "and  d o n ' t  c o m p ro -  
m is e  me o r  y o u r s e l f  by any  d i s c l o s u r e s . " * '
A t  t h e  same t i m e  D av id  was c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  
p r o m i n e n t  f i g u r e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a ' s  d i s p u t e d  e l e c t i o n  
o f  1872 .  He was e v e n  t r y i n g  t o  d e v i s e  some k i n d  o f  s o l u t i o n  
t o  t h e  s t a t e ’s  i n c r e d i b l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o b l e m .  On December  
17,  1872,  w h i l e  t h e  two l e g i s l a t u r e s  w ere  m e e t i n g  i n  e x t r a  
s e s s i o n ,  D a v id  w r o t e  t o  one o f  t h e  k ey  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e
O
G e n e r a l  Wm. T. Sherman t o  D. F ,  Boyd,  December 4 ,  
1872,  i n  Sherm an (Wm. T . ) L e t t e r s ,  D av id  F .  Boyd F a m i ly  
P a p e r s ^  1 8 6 4 -9 1 ;  W i l l i a m  Sherman t o  D av id  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  6 , 
1872 / s i c / ,  i n  W i l l i a m  T.  Sherm an P a p e r s ,  L i b r a r y  o f  Con­
g r e s s .  T h i s  l e t t e r ,  i n c o r r e c t l y  d a t e d  1872,  o b v i o u s l y  was 
w r i t t e n  i n  1873.
2 6 1
R e t u r n i n g  B o a rd  d i s p u t e ,  s t a t e  S e n a t o r  " H o n e s t  J o h n "  L ynch .  
Lynch was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h a t  R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d  w h ic h  d e c l a r e d  
K e l l o g g  t h e  v i c t o r  i n  1G72 a n d  whose l e g a l i t y  was u l t i m a t e ­
l y  u p h e l d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t s . 3 A d m i t t i n g  t h a t  h e  was "no 
p o l i t i c i a n , "  D a v i d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  " t r u t h "  l a y  
som ew here  b e tw e e n  t h e  e x t r e m e  c l a i m s  made by t h e  two p a r ­
t i e s .  D a v id  v o t e d  t h e  " l i b e r a l "  t i c k e t  (M c E n e ry -P e n n )  
a g a i n s t  K e l l o g g  a n d  A n t o i n e ,  b u t  e v e n  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  d a y ,  
he  was s u r e  t h a t  u n f a i r  t a c t i c s  h a d  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  by r e g i s ­
t r a r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  p a r i s h e s  a n d  t h a t  r e p r i s a l s  w o u l d  r e ­
s u l t .  I f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  h a d  b e e n  "h o n e s t , "  h e  t h o u g h t  K e l ­
l o g g ,  P e n n ,  a n d  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r ,  t h e  F u s i o n  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  
s t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
t h e  w i n n e r s .  The L i b e r a l s ,  D a v i d  b e l i e v e d ,  w o u ld  h a v e  c a r ­
r i e d  t w o - f i f t h s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .
He knew i t  was " t o o  l a t e  t o  c o m pro m ise  n o w , " b u t  i f  i t  w e re  
p o s s i b l e ,  h e  w o u ld  i n s t a l l  K e l l o g g ,  P e n n ,  L u s h e r ,  a n d  a l l  
t h o s e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w hose  e l e c t i o n  was n o t  i n  d i s p u t e .  To 
f i l l  t h e  d o u b t f u l  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e a t s  h e  w o u l d  h o l d  a n o t h e r  
e l e c t i o n .  L o u i s i a n a ’s  e l e c t o r a l  v o t e  s h o u l d  go  t o  G r a n t  
and  a l l  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  s e a t s  s h o u l d  b e  aw ard e d
Q
Lonn,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n  L o u i s i a n a , 186 ,  190
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t o  R a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  a c t s  o f  b o t h  
l e g i s l a t u r e s  a d o p t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e x t r a  s e s s i o n  o f  1872 s h o u l d  
b e  d e c l a r e d  n u l l  a n d  v o i d .  S u c h  a n  ou tcom e  w o u ld  b e  f a i r  
a n d  h o n e s t .  As a  D e m o c r a t ,  a  S o u t h e r n e r ,  a n d  a s e c e s s i o n ­
i s t ,  D a v id  d e c l a r e d ,  " I  w o u ld  r a t h e r  a lw a y s  b e  b e a t e n  i n  t h e  
r i g h t  t h a n  w in  i n  t h e  w r o n g ! "  He was g l a d  t o  s e e  Brown d e ­
f e a t  L u s h e r  and  A n t o i n e  b e a t  P e n n  i f  t h e  o n l y  way t h e y  c o u ld  
do i t  was by f r a u d .  "From t h e  d a y s  o f  Mr. S l i d e l l  down t o  
now, i n  a l l  e l e c t i o n s , God knows we h a v e  h a d  t o o  much . . . 
/ f r a u d /  i n  La.
Lynch a d m i r e d  D a v i d ' s  f a i r n e s s ,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  s e e  
how s u c h  a  c o m p ro m ise  c o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t .  "Who h a s  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o r  t h e  p o w e r ? "  he  a s k e d .  U n d ism ay ed ,  D a v i d  c o n ­
t i n u e d  t o  p r o m o te  h i s  p l a n  e v e n  t h o u g h  many t o  whom h e  s u g ­
g e s t e d  i t  l a b e l e d  i t  " i m p r a c t i c a l . "  H ow ever ,  by F e b r u a r y .  
2 0 ,  1 372 ,  some fo r m  o f  c o m p ro m is e  seem ed  p o s s i b l e .  On t h a t  
d a y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  C o m m it te e  on 
P r i v i l e g e s  a n d  E l e c t i o n s ,  t o  whom t h e  L o u i s i a n a  m u d d le  h a d  
b e e n  x’e f e r r e d ,  s u b m i t t e d  a p l a n  f o r  s e t t l i n g  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y .  
I t  c a l l e d  f o r  r e i n s t a t i n g  G o v e r n o r  Warmoth and  a l l  t h o s e  
h o l d i n g  o f f i c e  u n d e r  h im  u n t i l  a  new e l e c t i o n ,  u n d e r  t h e
4D a v id  F .  Boyd t o  J o h n  L ynch ,  December  17 ,  1 8 7 2 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s , Box 1 0 .
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s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a  F e d e r a l  c i r c u i t  c o u r t ,  c o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  
May, 1 S 7 3 . B u t  tw o  days  o f  h e a t e d  d e b a t e  and a  t e l l i n g  a r g u ­
ment  o p p o s i n g  F e d e r a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
a f f a i r s  o f  a s t a t e  managed t o  k i l l  any  S e n a t e  a c t i o n  a t  a l l .  
By March 4 ,  1873 ,  b o t h  h o u s e s  o f  C o n g r e s s  h a d  a d j o u r n e d . 5
D av id  may n o t  h a v e  b e e n  aw are  o f  t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  
a d j o u r n m e n t ,  o r  h e  may h a v e  b e e n  an i n c u r a b l e  o p t i m i s t .  On 
March 9 ,  1873, h e  w r o t e  t h e  F u s i o n  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  l i e u t e n a n t  
g o v e r n o r ,  D a v id s o n  B, P en n ,  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  l e t t e r ,  i n q u i r ­
i n g  w h e t h e r  Penn  w o u l d  be  w i l l i n g  t o  s e r v e  w i t h  K e l l o g g  i n  
a  c o m pro m ise  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  He d o u b t e d  t h a t  J o h n  McEnery 
h a d  a c t u a l l y  won t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p  i n  1S72 ,  b u t  h e  d i d  t h i n k  
t h a t  P e n n ,  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r  and  one  o t h e r  h a d  b e e n  f a i r l y  
e l e c t e d .  B e c a u s e  h e  was "c o m p e l l e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  p o l i t i c i a n s  
o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s , "  D a v i d  knew m o s t  o f  th e m  " p r e t t y  w e l l . " 
K e l l o g g  h e  d i d  n o t  know a t  a l l .  But h e  h a d  " r e a s o n  t o  b e ­
l i e v e "  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  a n d  K e l l o g g  w o u ld  a c c e p t  a  com­
p r o m i s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  c o m p o sed  o f  K e l l o g g  as  
g o v e r n o r ,  Penn a s  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a n d  L u sh e r  a s
r;
S e n a t o r  J o h n  Lynch t o  D a v id  B oyd ,  December 2 6 ,  1S72, 
March 15 ,  1G73, i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  
F i l e ,  Box 9; D. F .  Boyd t o  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  J .  T .  
L u d e l i n g ,  March 4 ,  1373 ,  c o p y ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,
Box 10; Lonn,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a , 2 3 2 - 2 3 8 ,  2 4 0 .
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s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  I f  Penn w a n t e d  h i s  
h e l p ,  D av id  p r o m i s e d  t o  do a l l  he  c o u l d  t o  b r i n g  s u c h  a com­
p r o m i s e  a b o u t ,  D a v i d ' s  " r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e "  t h a t  G r a n t  w o u ld  
a c c e p t  a co m p ro m ise  e v a p o r a t e d  two m o n th s  l a t e r  when  on May 
2 2 ,  1S73, t h e  P r e s i d e n t  p u b l i c l y  p r o c l a i m e d  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e  K e l l o g g  r e g i m e  a n d  o r d e r e d  a l l  c i t i z e n s  t o  " r e t i r e  
p e a c e a b l y "  t o  t h e i r  homes an d  s u b m i t  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e
g
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  law s  o f  L o u i s i a n a .
L o u i s i a n a ' s  c h a o t i c  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  1S72 
h a d  a  d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c t  on p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  In  h i s  A n n i v e r s a r y  A d d r e s s  i n  
J a n u a r y ,  1 873 ,  D a v id  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  h i s t o r y  and f u ­
t u r e  p r o s p e c t s  a t  l e n g t h .  The U n i v e r s i t y ,  he  t o l d  h i s  you ng  
a u d i e n c e ,  " i s  i n  a  b a d  f i x . " In  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  t h e  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  o n ly  " w i t h  t h e  g r e a t ­
e s t  r e l u c t a n c e . "  Now, u n d e r  t h e  K e l l o g g  r e g i m e ,  t h e r e  w o u ld
6D. F .  Boyd t o  C o l ,  D. B. P e n n ,  March 9 ,  1S73, i n  
Boyd (David  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 10; L onn ,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L ou­
i s i a n a , 2 4 5 .  Only  two d a y s  b e f o r e  G r a n t ' s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  
G e n e r a l  She rm an  w r o t e  D a v i d  somewhat  d e f e n s i v e l y :  "We a l l
d e p l o r e  t h e  s a d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  and  a l l  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a im s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  i s  t o  p r e v e n t  a c t u a l  c o l ­
l i s i o n —b e tw e e n  t h e  two s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s .  T h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  
room  f o r  c h o i c e ,  and  in a s m u c h  as  t h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  made a d e ­
c i s i o n  t h a t  K e l l o g g  i s  g o v e r n o r ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  p r e f e r s  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  him a s  s u c h . "  W i l l i a m  T .  Sherm an t o  D a v i d  Boyd, 
May 2 0 ,  1373 ,  i n  Sherman P a p e r s ,  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s .
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d o u b t l e s s  b e  no  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  w h a t e v e r .  The c r u x  o f  t h e  
p r o b l e m  was t h e  s t a t e  c a d e t  law ,  s o m e t h i n g  D a v id  b e l i e v e d  i n  
a n d  w o rk e d  h a r d  i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  e x p a n d .  By J a n u a r y ,  1S73, 
h o w e v e r ,  a l l  b u t  s e v e n t e e n  o f  t h e  118 c a d e t s  w e re  b e n e f i ­
c i a r i e s .  Under  t h e  lav/ t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  $350  
f o r  e a c h  c a d e t  a n n u a l l y .  B u t  t h e  money was p a i d  i n  s t a t e  
w a r r a n t s ,  t h e n  s e l l i n g  a t  o n l y  f o r t y  c e n t s  on t h e  d o l l a r .
A t  t h a t  r a t e ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t ,  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  $ 1 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y  
t o  c o v e r  a  c a d e t ' s  a c t u a l  c o s t  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  T h e r e ­
f o r e  h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  a s k  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  
law  i n  1373 ,  He r e g r e t t e d  h a v i n g  t o  p a r t  w i t h  s o  many 
" c l e v e r  young  m e n , " b u t  t o  k e e p  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  f ro m  
" c r u s h i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  d e b t ,  . . . t h e y  s h d  go  a w a y . "
I n  f u t u r e ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w o u ld  d e p e n d  on p r i v a t e  p a t r o n ­
a g e  a n d ,  i f  i t  c o u l d  s e c u r e  i t ,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M eehan-
7
i c a l  c o l l e g e  f u n d .
Even  b e f o r e  1873 t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  law  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  
h e a v i l y  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  i n d e b t e d n e s s .  I n  h i s  R e p o r t  
f o r  1870 D a v id  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  d i s p a r i t y  b e tw e e n  
s t a t e  a n d  " p a y "  c a d e t s .  T h i s ,  p l u s  t h e  d e p r e c i a t e d  s t a t e  
w a r r a n t s  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ' s
7D a v id  Boyd,  A n n i v e r s a r y  A d d r e s s ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1873 ,  
i n  Boyd (D av id  E . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 13 .
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d e f i c i t  t h a t  y e a r .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was 
w o r s e .  D av id  b e g g e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  pay  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c u r r e n c y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  c a d e t s .  I f  t h e  amount  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  came t o  o n l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  t h e y  w o u ld  
c u t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  h a l f .  B e tw een  1867 and  1872,  he  d e c l a r e d ,  
t h e  l o s s  s u f f e r e d  f rom  d e p r e c i a t e d  w a r r a n t s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
enough  t o  b u i l d  a new home f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o r  t o  endow 
s i x  p r o f e s s o r s h i p s .  D av id  s e t  U n i v e r s i t y  l i a b i l i t i e s  a t  
$ 5 5 ,3 0 0  ab o v e  a s s e t s  a s  o f  November 3 0 ,  1872,  T h i s  was a t  
t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  M c E n e ry -K e l lo g g  d i s p u t e d  e l e c t i o n ,  an d  
d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  w e e k s ,  s t a t e  w a r r a n t s  d r o p p e d  lo w e r  
t h a n  e v e r .  As t h e  y e a r  drew t o  a c l o s e ,  D a v id  f i n a l l y  a d ­
m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  s y s t e m  h ad  t o  g o .  On December 
17 ,  1872,  he  u r g e d  S e n a t o r  " H o n e s t  J o h n "  Lynch t o  h a v e  t h e  
s t a t e  c a d e t  law r e p e a l e d .  He r e g r e t t e d  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  r e c ­
ommend s u c h  a c t i o n  e a r l i e r .  B u t  now i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  w e re  "r u i n i n g  t h e  s c h o o l . "  I f  t h e y  r e m a i n e d
Q
t h e y  m ig h t  e v e n  c a u s e  i t  t o  c l o s e .
^ R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1870,  p .  7;  
R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1871 ,  p p .  4 - 6 ;  R e ­
p o r t  t o  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1874,  p .  9; D av id  Boyd 
t o  S e n a t o r  Jo h n  L ynch ,  December 17,  1872,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F.) 
p a p e r s ,  Box 10 .  As e a r l y  a s  November, .1871, B o a rd  member 
G. Mason Graham a d v o c a t e d  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  s y s ­
t e m .  But D a v id ,  a s  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  J a n u a r y ,
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The K e l l o g g  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  1873 d i d  n o t  r e p e a l  t h e  
law  n o r  d i d  i t  v o t e  a n y  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  N e i t h e r  d i d  
D a v id  a s k  f o r  an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  In  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  he e x ­
p l a i n e d :  "The d o u b t  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y  h o v e r i n g  o v e r  o u r  S t a t e
g o v e rn m e n t  . . . a n d  t h e  d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  o u r  S t a t e
T r e a s u r y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  p o v e r t y  o f  o u r  p e o p l e
9
r e n d e r e d  i t  w ro n g  i n  my o p i n i o n  t o  a s k  r e l i e f . "  F i n a l l y ,  
i n  M arch ,  1873 ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s s u e d  an  i n d e f i n i t e  f u r ­
l o u g h  t o  t h e  s t a t e  c a d e t s .  B e f o r e  l e a v i n g ,  t h e  you ng  men 
a d o p t e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h a n k s  t o  e v e r y o n e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
s c h o o l .  F o r  D a v id  t h e y  r e s e r v e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r a i s e .  H is
" h e r o i c  s a c r i f i c e , "  " u n q u e n c h a b l e  z e a l , "  a n d  " i n d o m i t a b l e
10w i l l "  h a d  made t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  " l i k e  a  f a t h e r ’s  h o u s e . "
P r o f e s s o r s  s o o n  j o i n e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  e x o d u s  f ro m  B a to n
1873 ,  k e p t  e x p e c t i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  t o  i m p r o v e ,  
t h e r e b y  s t a b i l i z i n g  t h e  s t a t e ’s  w a r r a n t s .  G. Mason Graham 
t o  D. F .  Boyd, November 1 0 ,  1871 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) 
C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6 ;
D a v id  Boyd,  A n n i v e r s a r y  A d d r e s s ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1873 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 13 .
g
D a v id  Boyd q u o t e d  i n  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y , 220 ;  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  o f  S t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  W i l l i a m  G. Brown t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  A ssem ­
b l y  f o r  1873 (New Orleans,  1 8 7 4 ) ,  4 2 6 - 2 7 ,
1 oAWB a to n  Rouge T r i - W e e k l y  G a z e t t e  a n d  C o m et , March 
2 7 ,  1 87 3 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k .
R ouge .  On A p r i l  14,  1873 ,  C o l o n e l  Sam uel  H. L o c k e t t ,
D a v i d ' s  c l o s e s t  a n d  m o s t  t r u s t e d  f r i e n d  on t h e  f a c u l t y ,  a n ­
n o u n c e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  l e a v e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .
Two o f  L o c k e t t ' s  f r i e n d s  r e s i g n e d  t h e  same d a y .  By t h e  e n d  
o f  t h e  t e r m  t h e  number r o s e  t o  s i x .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g ­
n a t i o n  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  " n o t  go  on i g ­
n o r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  d u t y  t o  h i s  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n . "  He h ad  
s e e n  f o r  two y e a r s  " t h e  n e e d  o f  t h i s  m o v e . "  B u t  h e  h a d  p u t  
i t  o f f  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  D a v id  i n  t h a t  " H e r c u l e a n  t a s k  . . . 
f o r  w h ic h  y o u  w e r e  a n d  s t i l l  a r e  s a c r i f i c i n g  t h e  b e s t  y e a r s  
o f  y o u r  l i f e . "  L o c k e t t ’s  c a s e  was t y p i c a l .  S i n c e  1871 t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  p a i d  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  i n t e i n n i t t e n t l y  o r  n o t  a t  
a l l .  To a v o i d  d i s c o u n t  r a t e s  up  t o  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t ,  D a v id  
r e f u s e d  t o  s e l l  some $ 8 1 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  w a r r a n t s  i n  1 871 .  I n ­
s t e a d ,  he  p l e d g e d  them  f o r  a l o a n  o f  $ 3 9 , 0 0 0  w i t h  w h ic h  t o  
r u n  t h e  s c h o o l .  I f  c o n d i t i o n s  i m p r o v e d ,  t h e  w a r r a n t s  c o u l d  
be  s o l d  l a t e r  a t  more a d v a n t a g e o u s  r a t e s .  M e an w h i le ,  t h e  
s a l a r i e s  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  o t h e r  e m p lo y e e s  w e n t  u n p a i d .
They h a d  t o  l i v e  on c r e d i t ,  t h e r e b y  i n c u r r i n g  l a r g e  p e r s o n a l  
d e b t s . D a v id  n o t e d  a l l  t h i s  i n  h i s  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  
1S71 .  I f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d i d  n o t  p a y  i t s  p r o f e s s o r s ,  i t  
w o u ld  s o o n  l o s e  them  t o  o t h e r  s c h o o l s .  E v en  i f  i t  m e r e l y  
d e l a y e d  p a y m e n t ,  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s '  e f f i c i e n c y  w o u ld  be
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i m p a i r e d .  C o n s t a n t l y  "b a d g e r e d  by  b u t c h e r  & b a k e r , "  a
p r o f e s s o r  c o u l d  n o t  d e v o t e  a l l  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h i s  d u t i e s .
A p r o f e s s o r  " i s  a  d e l i c a t e  o r g a n i s m , "  D a v id  d e c l a r e d ,  whose
" s e n s i t i v e  n a t u r e  r e v o l t s "  a t  t h e  r o u g h  t r e a t m e n t  m e t e d  o u t
by c r e d i t o r s . ^
The s i x  men who l e f t  i n  1873 w e r e  somehow r e p l a c e d
w i t h  new men o r  a d v a n c e d  c a d e t s  who a g r e e d  t o  t e a c h  w i t h o u t
p a y .  B u t  by J u l y ,  1 874 ,  t h e  s t a f f  d r o p p e d  t o  f i v e .  A y e a r
12
l a t e r  o n l y  two r e m a i n e d ,  D a v id  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  Tom. B u t  
e v e n  w i t h  i t s  d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e d  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
was p r o b a b l y  o v e r s t a f f e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s m a l l  e n r o l l m e n t .  
J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  w e r e  s e n t  home on " i n d e f i n i t e  
f u r l o u g h , "  i n  M arch ,  1873 ,  t h e  s c h o o l  c l a i m e d  118 c a d e t s  and  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e l v e  p r o f e s s o r s .  T h r o u g h o u t  1874,  a  t o t a l  
o f  t h i r t y - o n e  c a d e t s  r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  a f a c u l t y  o f  
f i v e ,  a n d  i n  J a n u a r y  1875 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  e i g h t  s t u d e n t s  
a n d  f o u r  p r o f e s s o r s .  By m id -M arch  t h e  n u m b ers  s h r a n k  t o
■^S. H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd, A p r i l  14 ,  1 8 7 3 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 9;  J .  P .  
McCauley t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1873 ,  i b i d . , Box 10; 
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 2 5 0 ;  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1871,  p p .  4 - 6 .
1 9x F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 2 5 0 - 5 2 ;  Tom 
Boyd D i a r y ,  J u l y  10 ,  O c t o b e r  17 ,  1875 ,  T y p e s c r i p t  i n  p o s s e s ­
s i o n  o f  D r .  T .  H a r r y  W i l l i a m s ,  B a to n  R ouge ,  L o u i s i a n a .
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s e v e n  a nd  t h r e e ,  c a u s i n g  Tom Boyd t o  comment:  ”How
d i f f e r e n t  f ro m  o u r  c o n d i t i o n  on a r r i v i n g  h e r e  i n  1 8 6 9 ,  a f t e r  
t h e  b u r n i n g  o f  o u r  b u i l d i n g  . . . The number  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  
t h e n  was g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  c a d e t s  b o t h  
now."-*-3 A f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a d j o u r n e d  i n  A p r i l ,  1875,  
D a v i d  f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  t o  o p e n  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  day s t u d e n t s .
None came i n  t h a t  s e s s i o n  b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  a  few 
d i d  a t t e n d .  As o f  J a n u a r y ,  1876 ,  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  s t o o d  a t  
t w e n t y ,  f i f t e e n  o f  whom came f ro m  B a t o n  R o u g e . ^
The t u i t i o n  p a i d  by t h e  c a d e t s ,  e i g h t y  d o l l a r s  e a c h  
a n n u a l l y ,  p l u s  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  f e e s  o f  t h o s e  few who b o a r d ­
ed  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  o n l y  income f o r  t h e  e n ­
t i r e  U n i v e r s i t y  s t a f f  a f t e r  K e l l o g g  becam e  g o v e r n o r  i n  1873. 
E ven  t h e  a n n u i t y  f ro m  t h e  endowment f u n d  p r o v i d e d  no  s u p ­
p o r t .  I n  1874 t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a r t i a l l y  r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  d e b t  a n d  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment f u r t h e r  r e d u c e d  
t h e  s t a t e ' s  o b l i g a t i o n s  by s c a l i n g  down i t s  b o n d s  some f o r t y
l 3 D a v id  B oyd ,  A n n i v e r s a r y  A d d r e s s ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1873 ,  
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 13; R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1 8 7 4 ,  p .  6 ; D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  
F e b r u a r y  1, 1875 ;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  March 14 ,  1 8 7 5 .  The n a d i r  
was r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 8 7 5 ,  when 
t h e  c a d e t s  t o t a l e d  f o u r  a n d  t h e  f a c u l t y  tw o .  Tom Boyd D ia ry ,  
J u n e  3 0 ,  1875 .
l^Tom B oyd  D ia r y ,  J a n u a r y  6 , 1 8 7 6 .
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p e r  c e n t .  To t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  a  " s a c r e d  t r u s t . "  I n  p r o t e s t  t h e  s c h o o l  r e ­
f u s e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  i t s  o l d  b o n d s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  i t  r e c e i v e d  
no a n n u i t y  i n  1874 and  i t  w o u ld  n o t  c a s h  t h e  s c a l e d  down a n ­
n u i t y  w a r r a n t  f o r  1 8 75 .  The e m b a t t l e d  few a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
h a d  t o  s u r v i v e  on c r e d i t .  D a v id  r e v e a l e d  t h e  l e v e l  t o  w h ic h  
t h e y  w e r e  r e d u c e d  when he  a s k e d  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d  t o  
s i g n  t h e  1875 a n n u i t y  w a r r a n t .  He d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  s e l l  
i t .  " B u t  I  w<i l i k e  t o  h a v e  t h e  w a r r a n t  f rom  y o u ;  i t  may 
h e l p  u s  t o  l i v e  o n - - i f  I c a n  show i t  t o  p e o p l e . 11̂
One b r i g h t  n o t e  r e l i e v e d  D a v i d ' s  o t h e r w i s e  g r im  e x ­
i s t e n c e  a f t e r  187 3 :  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  r e l a t i o n s  h e  e n j o y e d  w i t h
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  T h i s  may w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  due t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  B o a r d  d i d  n o t  c o n v e n e  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 72 ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  a c t i v e  members ,  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d  and  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham, 
l i v e d  m i l e s  away f ro m  B a to n  Rouge i n  R a p id e s  P a r i s h .  I n  t h e  
a b s e n c e  o f  f u l l  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t te e ,  com­
p o s e d  o f  S a n f o r d ,  Graham a n d  M ic h a e l  Ryan ,  a n o t h e r  R a p id e s  
r e s i d e n t ,  h a d  t h e  power  t o  a p p ro v e  e v e r y t h i n g  D a v i d
^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 24 9 ;  D av id  
Boyd t o  Wm. S a n f o r d ,  November 3 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  March 4 ,  1875 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 -7 5 ;  M in u te s  o f  E x e c u t i v e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  March 3 0 ,  1875 .
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p r o p o s e d .  A f t e r  t h e  s c h o o l  moved t o  B a to n  R ouge ,  t h e y  
u s u a l l y  d i d . ' 1'® W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d  a n d  G e n e r a l  Graham t r u s t e d  
D a v id  i m p l i c i t l y .  They  h a d  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r a i s e  
f o r  h im a s  a  p e r s o n  a n d  a s  an  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  And D a v i d ,  f o r  
h i s  p a r t ,  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  e x e r c i s e  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
p o w e rs  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t .  "You know, I  am p e r h a p s  t o o  p r o n e  
t o  assum e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and  a c t  on i t , "  h e  o n c e  a d m i t t e d  
t o  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  " b u t  when I  s e e  t h a t  a  g r e a t  g o o d  c a n  be 
d o n e  t h e  s c h o o l  by p u t t i n g  m y s e l f  i n  a  l i t t l e  p e r s o n a l  d a n ­
g e r ,  I  a s s u r e  you  t h a t  I  c a r e  t h e n  b u t  l i t t l e  f o r  my­
s e l f  . . . Once ,  i n  1865 ,  G e n e r a l  Graham f e l t  c a l l e d  
upon  t o  r e m i n d  D a v id  t h a t  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  h a d  l i m i t s .  L a t e r ,  
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  h e  m ea n t  n o t h i n g  b u t  good  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  
g e n e r a l  m e r e l y  a d v i s e d  c a u t i o n .  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d ,  
more  r e t i r i n g  s t i l l ,  i n t e r f e r e d  e v e n  l e s s .  I n  1873 h e  w r o te  
D a v id :
I  h a v e  a lw a y s  t h o u g h t _ t h a t  t h e  b e s t  s e r v i c e  t h e  B. S .  
^ o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s /  c o u l d  r e n d e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
w o u ld  b e  / t o /  l e t  i t  a l o n e  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e — o n l y  
a i d i n g  t h e  S u p t .  t o  c a r r y  o u t  w h a t e v e r  l i n e  o f  p o l i c y
1 D a v id  Boyd t o  C a p t a i n  W. C. B l a c k ,  B o a r d  member, 
Decem ber  2 8 ,  1874;  D a v i d  Boyd t o  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  F e b r u a r y  11, 
1 8 7 5 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s .
17D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L.  S a n f o r d ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  1870 ,  
i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Box 5 .
27 3
he  m ig h t  t h i n k  b e s t  t o  a d o p t — f o r  i t  m u s t  be  p a t e n t  
t o  e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  c a n  o n l y  be  made a 
s u c c e s s  by t h e  t a c t ,  a b i l i t y ,  a n d  e n d u r a n c e  o f  t h e  
S u p t .
W ith  two n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s  a l m o s t  e v e r y  p r o p o s a l  
D a v id  s u b m i t t e d  t o  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d  b e tw e e n  1873 a nd  
1877 was s u b s e q u e n t l y  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .  
S a n f o r d  d i d  n o t  p r e s s  f o r  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  B o a r d  a n d  
h e  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  p a s s  on t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it te e  o r  
t h e  w h o le  B o a rd  D a v i d ' s  i n f o r m a l  r e q u e s t  t o  r e s i g n  " a s  e a r ­
l y  a s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p e r m i t . "  D a v id  w a n te d  
a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  B o a r d  t o  a p p r o v e  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t s  f u t u r e ,  a n d  t o  p r e p a r e  a  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He t h o u g h t  t h e  B o a r d ' s  f a i l u r e  
t o  m ee t  f o r  o v e r  two y e a r s  " l o o k e d  b a d "  t o  b o t h  t h e  R a d i c a l s  
a n d  t h e  " b e s t  p e o p l e . "  B u t  S a n f o r d  a r g u e d  t h a t  a  f u l l  B oard  
m e e t i n g  i n  s u c h  u n s e t t l e d  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  m ig h t  do 
more ha rm  t h a n  g o o d .  As f o r  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  D a v id  s u b m i t ­
t e d  i t  i n f o r m a l l y  t o  S a n f o r d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 7 4 ,  a t  a  t i m e  
when t h e  p r e s s u r e  f ro m  c r e d i t o r s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e n s e .  
D a v i d ' s  L e t t e r b o o k  a n d  D i a r y  e n t r i e s  f o r  O c t o b e r  r e c o r d e d  
n o t h i n g  b u t  demands f o r  pa y m e n t  by  b u t c h e r s ,  b a k e r s ,
. L. S a n f o r d  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, J u n e  2 2 ,  1873 ,  
i b i d . , Box 11; G. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, November
13 ,  1865 ,  i b i d . , Box 6 .
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s e r v a n t s ,  a n d  l o a n  s h a r k s .  I f  h e  d i d  n o t  g e t  " a b s o l u t e
r e s t "  s o o n ,  h e  w r o t e  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  h e  f e a r e d  f o r  h i s
s a n i t y .  " I  am s u r e  I  h a v e  w e a k e n e d  my m ind  . . . I  am a 
19u s e d  u p  m a n . "
E v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  D a v i d  p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Com­
m i t t e e  r e c e i v e d  u n q u e s t i o n e d  a p p r o v a l .  Among h i s  s u g g e s ­
t i o n s  w e r e  a  "Scheme t o  R a i s e  an  Endowment F u n d "  f o r  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  an  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  t r a n s f e r  f u n d s  f r o m  o ne  a c ­
c o u n t  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  new r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  
g o v e r n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D a v i d  d r a f t e d  t h e  new r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
w h i c h  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b r o a d e n e d  h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m ­
mer o f  1 8 7 4 ,  He w a n t e d  t o  e n f o r c e  th e m  by  O c t o b e r .  B u t  i f  
h e  s e n t  th e m  t o  R a p i d e s  f o r  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  l o s t
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  W. L.  S a n f o r d ,  O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  1874;  
D a v i d  Boyd t o  C a p t .  V/. C. B l a c k ,  D ecem ber  2 8 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F , ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .  A l e t t e r  D a v i d  w r o t e  t o  
t h e  s c h o o l ' s  p r i n c i p a l  a g e n t  i n  New O r l e a n s  r e v e a l s  c l e a r l y  
h i s  a n g u i s h e d  c o n d i t i o n .  E a r l y  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 7 4 ,  D a v i d  
a s k e d  Mr. K e n to n  o f  S w a r b r i c k ' s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a $ 7 5 0 - l o a n  f o r  
t h e  s c h o o l .  To s e c u r e  i t  Mr. K e n to n  c o m m i t t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  
p a y  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  i n t e r e s t  a  m o n th .  D a v i d  p r o t e s t e d .  The 
r a t e  was s o  e x h o r b i t a n t  t h a t  h e  f e l t  b o u n d  t o  a s s u m e  p a r t  o f  
i t  p e r s o n a l l y .  I n  t h e  same l e t t e r  h e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  
o p e n e d  w i t h  o n l y  f i v e  c a d e t s .  T hen :  " I  h o p e  t o  p a y  t h e
$ 2 5 0  n o t e  d u e  on  t h e  1 0 t h  a n d  w i l l  do  my u t m o s t  t o  m e e t  t h e  
$1 0 0 0  on 1 5 t h .  B u t  i f  I am t o  p a y  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  a  m o n th ,  I  
h a d  b e t t e r  i n  d e c e n c y  a n d  common s e n s e ,  a n d  i n  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  
c l o s e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  " a r i d  q u i t  a t  o n c e .  T h e r e  i s  no  u s e  
s t r u g g l i n g  any  m ore  / i t /  r e m o r s e l e s s  money s h a r p e r s  a r e  t o  
b l e e d  u s  t o  d e a t h . "  D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  K e n t o n ,  u n d a t e d ,  1 8 74 ,
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e n r o u t e .  T h e r e f o r e  h e  a s k e d  S a n f o r d ,  Graham a n d  Ryan t o  
e n d o r s e  t h e  new r u l e s  s i g h t  u n s e e n .  They  d i d ,  " d u e  t o  t h e
9 0
e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  S i t u a t i o n .
D u r i n g  1874 a n d  1875 p o l i t i c a l  t e n s i o n s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  
L o u i s i a n a .  D a v id  was s u r e  t h e  K e l l o g g  r e g i m e  w o u ld  s o o n  a t ­
t a c k  t h e  s c h o o l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  he  d i d  a n y t h i n g  t o  a t t r a c t  
i t s  a t t e n t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e  he  d i d  n o t  f i r e  t h e  u s u a l  s a l u t e  
t o  open  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s e s s i o n  o r  a d v e r t i s e  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  
any  w ay .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1875 ,  t h e  B o a rd  a u t h o r i z e d  h im  t o  a c ­
c e p t  d ay  s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  t h i s ,  t o o ,  D a v id  c o n s i d e r e d  "a  d a n ­
g e r o u s  e x p e r i m e n t . "  He e v e n  s t a y e d  away f r o m  New O r l e a n s
f o r  f e a r  h i s  p r e s e n c e  m ig h t  r e m i n d  G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g  o f  t h e
21U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  h im  t o  s h u t  i t  down. •L I f  a
i b i d . See  a l s o  D a v id  Boyd D i a r y  f o r  O c t o b e r  7 ,  8 , 9 ,  13,  
1S74.
2 0 j ) a v id  Boyd, "Scheme t o  R a i s e  a n  Endowment F un d ,  " 
May 2 5 ,  1872 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  
1 8 7 0 - 7 5 ,  Box 20;  M i n u te s  o f  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t te e ,  S e p te m b e r
15,  1 8 7 3 ,  O c t o b e r  7 ,  1874;  D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  S e p ­
t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1874 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
The "Scheme t o  R a i s e  a n  Endowment Fun d "  p r o p o s e d ,  i n  r e t u r n  
f o r  a  $ 1 0 0 - d o n a t i o n ,  t o  r e m i t  $220  o f  t h e  $ 3 2 0 - t u i t i o n  f e e  
( e i g h t y  d o l l a r s  a  y e a r )  c h a r g e d  by  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  "We ho p e  
t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number  o f  c a d e t s  s o  much, t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
am o u n ts  p a i d  f o r  b o a r d  a n d  o t h e r  f e e s ,  now f o o t i n g  $ 3 20  f o r  
e a c h  c a d e t  p e r  annum, w i l l  more t h a n  make u p  t h e  l o s s  i n ­
c u r r e d  on t u i t i o n . "  I t  d i d  n o t  w o rk .
^ 1D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  O c t o b e r  3 ,  1874 ,  J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  
J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1875 .
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R a d i c a l  a t t a c k  d i d  come, D a v id  w a n t e d  t o  be  p r e p a r e d .  
B e g i n n i n g  i n  November ,  1S74 ,  he  p l e a d e d  w i t h  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
C o m m it te e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  t o  a p p r o v e  a l l  o f  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  a c ­
c o u n t s  a n d  t o  e n d o r s e  h i s  e n t i r e  t e n u r e  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  
t h e  s c h o o l .  He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n x i o u s  t h a t  i t  be  done  b e ­
f o r e  G e n e r a l  Graham l e f t  L o u i s i a n a  t o  l i v e  i n  V i r g i n i a .  As 
t h e  " F a t h e r  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n , " Graham knew more a b o u t  i t  
t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e .  No one  c o u l d  be  s u r e ,  D a v id  r e m i n d e d  
W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  how s o o n  a  "Bd. o f  C a r p e t b a g g e r s  & N i g g e r s "  
m ig h t  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e r e f o r e  h e  w a n t e d  f o r m a l  a p ­
p r o v a l  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it te e  on a l l  U n i v e r s i t y  d o c u ­
m e n t s .  I n  March h e  s e n t  a  number o f  p a p e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  R a p i d e s  f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  by  t h e  com­
m i t t e e .  He a l s o  b e g g e d  t h e  f o r m e r  c l e r k - b o o k k e e p e r , W i l l i a m  
Van P e l t ,  t o  come t o  B a t o n  Rouge i n  o r d e r  t o  a r r a n g e  h i s  a c ­
c o u n t s .  Van P e l t  c o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  h i s  j o b  i n  V i c k s b u r g ,  b u t  
h e  d i d  o r g a n i z e  D a v i d ' s  a f f a i r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l s .  D a v id  
was s t i l l  w o r r i e d .  " I  am no  b o o k k e e p e r "  he  p r o t e s t e d .  " I f
I  c a n  o n l y  h a v e  them  / t h e  b o o k s /  . . . p r o p e r l y  k e p t ,  I  c a n
oo
s t a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e . "  F i n a l l y ,  D a v id  a s k e d  W i l l i a m  Seay,
2 2 D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  November 3 ,  1 87 4 ,  
F e b r u a r y  11 ,  March 4 ,  1875;  D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  
March 10 ,  2 0 ,  1875 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 ;
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a  B o a r d  member, f o r m e r  p r o f e s s o r ,  a n d ,  i n  1 875 ,  a  S h r e v e p o r t  
l a w y e r ,  t o  d r a f t  a  g e n e r a l  r e s o l u t i o n  a p p r o v i n g  h i s  e n t i r e  
s t e w a r d s h i p  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He w a n t e d  t h e  d r a f t  d raw n  up 
a t  o n c e  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  i t s  a p p r o v a l  b e c a u s e  
" t h e r e  may b e  c h a n g e s  made i n  t h e  Bd.  a t  any  m o m e n t . "  On 
March 3 0 ,  1 8 7 5 ,  a n d  a g a i n  on A p r i l  12 ,  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Com­
m i t t e e ,  a c t i n g  f o r  t h e  B o a r d ,  a d o p t e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  r a t i f y i n g  
a l l  t h e  " a c t s  p e r f o r m e d  by C o l .  D. F .  Boyd i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  
o f  S u p t .  d u r i n g  t h e  w h o l e  t e r m  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e  a s  s u c h . "  In  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  h i s  s e l f - d e n i a l  a n d  d e v o t i o n  t o  d u t y ,  t h e y  
c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  him t h e  h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e  o f  "D r .  o f  l a w s . "
D a v i d ' s  d e s i r e  t o  s e c u r e  f o r m a l  B o a r d  a p p r o v a l  f o r  
a l l  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t s  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  p o s e d  by t h e  h o s t i l e  K e l l o g g  r e g i m e .
B u t  h e  a l s o  w a n t e d  t o  s e c u r e  B o a r d  a p p r o v a l  t o  f o r e s t a l l  
c r i t i c i s m  f r o m  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e :  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  num erous
c r e d i t o r s .  By O c t o b e r  1 ,  1874 ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was d e e p l y  i n  
d e b t .  In  t h a t  month D a v id  r e p o r t e d  t o  G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g  
t h a t  i t s  l i a b i l i t i e s  a m o u n te d  t o  o v e r  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  I t s  a s s e t s
W i l l i a m  Van P e l t  t o  C o l .  D. Boyd ,  March 1 2 ,  1875 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  Wm. A. S e a y ,  March 2 0 ,  1875 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 -7 5 ;  M in u te s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
C o m m i t te e ,  March 3 0 ,  A p r i l  12 ,  1 8 7 5 .
i n  m o v a b le s  a n d  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  h e  e s t i m a t e d  a t  up w a rd s  o f  
$ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  B u t  t h e  a s s e t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b o o k s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  f u r ­
n i t u r e  a n d  l a n d .  I f  a u c t i o n e d ,  t h e y  w o u ld  h a r d l y  b r i n g  t h e  
v a l u e  h e  a s c r i b e d  t o  th em .  B i l l s  f ro m  s u p p l i e r s  a n d  c l a i m s  
f o r  b a c k  w ages  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  l i a b i l i t i e s .  The 
l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  c r e d i t o r ,  S w a r b r i c k  a n d  Company,  c l a i m e d  
o v e r  $ 1 6 , 0 0 0 .  U n p a i d  s a l a r y  f o r  p r o f e s s o r s  a m o u n te d  t o
0 4 .
$ 3 S ,0 0 0  a n d  wages owed t o  s e r v a n t s  e q u a l e d  $ 1 4 , 5 0 0 ,  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  p u b l i c  d e b t ,  D a v i d  owed a  g r e a t  d e a l  p e r ­
s o n a l l y .  Some o f  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  
f o o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g .  B u t  much o f  i t  D av id  a s s u m e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r o t e c t  a n d  p r o m o te  t h e  s c h o o l .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  when t h e  
s c h o o l  c o u l d  n o t  b o r r o w  money o n  i t s  own a u t h o r i t y ,  D a v id  
g a v e  h i s  p e r s o n a l  n o t e  f o r  r e p a y m e n t .  When t h e  B o a r d  a n ­
n o u n c e d  i t s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  pay  p r o f e s s o r s r s a l a r i e s ,  D a v id  em­
p l o y e d  a  s t a f f  a t  h i s  own e x p e n s e .  And when " f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y "  r e n e g e d  on  p l e d g e s  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n  e x p e n s i v e  
p a i n t i n g  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  D a v id  a s su m e d  t h e  c o s t  h i m s e l f . 25
2 ^ D a v id  Boyd,  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  
f o r  18 7 4 ,  p p .  1 3 - 1 8 .
ot;
^ F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  264;  Tom 
Boyd D i a r y ,  J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  1876; D a v i d  Boyd t o  J .  D. K e n to n ,  
O c to b e r  1 8 ,  1874; D a v i d  Boyd t o  J .  H. McLean, u n d a t e d ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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B e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  p a y  f o r  i t ,  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  a g e n t  t r i e d  t o  
r e c l a i m  i t  b e c a u s e  he  h a d  f o u n d  a n o t h e r  b u y e r .  D a v id  u r g e d  
t h e  a g e n t  t o  w a i t .  I f  t h e  p i c t u r e  l e f t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  army o f  c r e d i t o r s  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  m i s u n d e r ­
s t a n d .  They  w o u ld  n o t  g r a s p  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a i n t i n g  was 
s e c u r e d  by D a v i d ' s  p e r s o n a l  n o t e .  "They c a n ’ t  d raw  a l i n e  
b e tw e e n  me p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  o f f i c i a l l y ;  a n d  a few o f  them  wd 
n o  d o u b t  c o n s i d e r  t h e y  h a d  a  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  t h e  l a s t / ? /  o u t
o f  t h e  m ou ths  o f  my l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  t o  . . . s e c u r e  t h e i r
26U n i v e r s i t y  c l a i m s . "
The t r u t h  se em s  t o  be  t h a t  D a v i d  c o u l d  n o t  d i s t i n ­
g u i s h  b e tw e e n  h i s  p u b l i c  a n d  p e r s o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  e i t h e r .
He f e l t  a  d e e p  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  many c r e d i t o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  u n p a i d  
p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s .  I n  h i s  D i a r y  a n d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  
t o  Mr. K e n to n  o f  S w a r b r i c k ' s  a n d  t o  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s o r s ,  he 
p r o m i s e d  t o  x’em a in  " a t  h i s  p o s t "  u n t i l  some r e l i e f  c o u l d  be  
o b t a i n e d .  I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 87 4 ,  he  p l e d g e d  D r .  F r a n c i s  Hop­
k i n s ,  a n  e x - p r o f e s s o r  t o  whom t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  owed o v e r  
$ 5 , 0 0 0  i n  s a l a r y ,  t h a t  he  w o u ld  " t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  & 
a l l  o f  you  o u t  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e  I  g o t  you  i n t o . "  A y e a r
OR^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  J .  H. McLean, u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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l a t e r ,  when he  h e a r d  t h a t  one  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  l a r g e s t
s u p p l i e r s  was a b o u t  t o  f a i l ,  he  a g a i n  t o o k  t h e  b l a m e .  " I
am s o r r y - s o r r y  a b o u t  i t  a l l — t h e y  a n d  many o t h e r s .  Most
27o f  i t  i s  my f a u l t . "  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  i s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  S w a r b r i c k ' s  s u g g e s t e d  t a k i n g  o u t  a n  i n ­
s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  on D a v i d ' s  l i f e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  
i n v e s t m e n t .  To D a v id  t h e  i d e a  sm a ck e d  o f  p l a y i n g  f a v o r i t e s .  
What h e  d i d  f o r  one  c r e d i t o r ,  he  f e l t  he  s h o u l d  " i n  j u s ­
t i c e "  do  f o r  a l l ,  "Were my l i f e  i n s u r e d  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e m , 
why, I  wd n o t  l i v e  s i x  m o n t h s ! "  D a v id  a l s o  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  
p r o p r i e t y  o f  any  c r e d i t o r  c a l l i n g  on h im f o r  p e r s o n a l  i n ­
s u r a n c e  when t h e  d e b t  was p u b l i c .  T h e n ,  som ew hat  i n c o n s i s ­
t e n t l y ,  h e  o f f e r e d  t o  a s su m e  " p e r s o n a l l y " $2 , 0 0 0  o f  w h a t  t h e
28s c h o o l  owed S w a r b r i c k  a n d  Company.
I n  s p i t e  o f  D a v i d ' s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f ,  many 
c r e d i t o r s  became i m p a t i e n t .  Even t h e  f o r m e r  p r o f e s s o r s  d i d  
n o t  seem  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  When h e  m e n t i o n e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  
l e a v i n g  L o u i s i a n a  by 1877 ,  C o l o n e l  5 .  H. L o c k e t t  r e p l i e d
27 D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  December  10,  1874;  D a v id  Boyd t o  
D r .  F .  V. H o p k i n s ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1874 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . ) 
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  Novem­
b e r  2 8 ,  1875 ,  i b i d . ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
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D a v id  Boyd t o  G e o rg e  S w a r b r i c k  & C o . ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
t h a t  D a v id  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  a b a n d o n i n g  a l l  h o p e  o f  e v e r  
s e c u r i n g  r e l i e f  f o r  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  D a v id  
was h u r t .  He t h o u g h t  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t ,  o f  a l l  p e o p l e ,  u n d e r ­
s t o o d  why h e  was s t i l l  i n  B a to n  Rouge:  t o  s a v e  t h e  s c h o o l
a n d  pay  o f f  t h e  c r e d i t o r s .  I f  he  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  by 1877 ,  
s u r e l y  h i s  o l d  f r i e n d s  w o u ld  n o t  b lam e h im  f o r  " b e g i n n i n g  t o  
t h i n k "  o f  h i s  f a m i l y .  D a v id  r e m i n d e d  L o c k e t t  how h a r d  he 
h a d  t r i e d  t o  g e t  r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  R a d i c a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  e a r l y  
i n  1 8 7 4 .  I f  i t  w e r e  s i m i l a r l y  com posed  o f  " s c o u n d r e l s "  i n  
1 87 5 ,  h e  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  g o  n e a r  i t .  He w o u ld  s i m p l y  w a i t  
f o r  a  new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  18 7 7 ,  e v e n  i f  i t  s t a r v e d  h i s
f a m i l y .  A f t e r  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  " d e s e r t "  a n d ,  l i k e  o t h e r  p e o -
29p i e ,  l o o k  o u t  f o r  h i m s e l f .  A n o t h e r  e x - p r o f e s s o r ,  D r .  
A m e r i c u s  F e a t h e r m a n ,  s u e d  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  h i s  b a c k  p a y ,  d e ­
m a n d in g  t h a t  i t s  p r o p e r t y  b e  s e i z e d  a n d  s o l d  t o  s a t i s f y  i t s  
c r e d i t o r s .  The U n i v e r s i t y  l o s t  i n  t h e  l o w e r  c o u r t ,  b u t  an  
i n j u n c t i o n  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  s a l e  o f  i t s  p r o p e r t y  u n t i l  t h e  c a s e
pq
‘' C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  h a s t i l y  r e p l i e d .  He r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
D a v id  was d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e c u r e  r e l i e f  f o r  
e v e r y o n e .  T hen  he  o f f e r e d  D a v id  some a d v i c e :  "Go r i g h t  t o
t o  w ork  now, and  make a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  g i v e  up  t h e  La .  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  . , . T r y  t o  g e t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e l i e v e  
you  . . .  I f  i t  d o e s  s o ,  w e l l ;  i f  n o t ,  you h a v e  done  y o u r  
d u t y ,  a n d  y o u  a r e  n o t  c a l l e d  u po n  by c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  ho n o r  
o r  d u t y  t o  s a c r i f i c e  y o u r s e l f  l o n g e r  i n  . . .  a n  a l m o s t  
h o p e l e s s  u n d e r t a k i n g . "  S ,  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  Novem­
b e r  2 1 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,
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was a p p e a l e d  a n d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  r e v e r s e d .  The h i g h e r  c o u r t  
h e l d  t h a t  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o p e r t y  was s t a t e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  c o u l d  
n o t  be  s e i z e d  t o  s a t i s f y  d e b t s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  D a v id  b e ­
l i e v e d  t h e  F e a t h e r m a n  s u i t  d i d  g r e a t  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  
a n d  t o  h im  p e r s o n a l l y  b e c a u s e  i t  a c c u s e d  D a v id  o f  s q u a n d e r ­
i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  f u n d s  on " f i n e  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  p a i n t ­
i n g s , "  A c t u a l l y ,  D a v id  b o u g h t  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  p a i n t i n g s  
w i t h  h i s  own money a n d  g a v e  them t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  B u t  a g a i n ,  
i n  t h e  p u b l i c  m in d ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  h im a n d  t h e
Q n
s c h o o l  was r a r e l y  made .
I n  J a n u a r y  o f  1875 L o u i s i a n a  a g a i n  h a d  two l e g i s l a ­
t u r e s .  By J a n u a r y  9 ,  t h e  K e l l o g g  b o d y ,  w h ic h  D a v id  c a l l e d  
t h e  "Rump" l e g i s l a t u r e ,  was o r g a n i z e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s .  A 
N e g ro ,  J .  H e n r i  B u r c h ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  B a to n  Rouge i n  t h e  K e l ­
l o g g  S e n a t e .  When D a v id  h e a r d  t h a t  B u r c h  i n t e n d e d  t o  i n t r o ­
d u c e  a  b i l l  " f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y , "  he  was s u r e  t h a t  f r a u d  a n d  c o l l u s i o n  w e r e  a f o o t .  
S e n a t o r  B urch  i n t r o d u c e d  a s i m i l a r  m e a s u r e  i n  1874 d e s i g n e d
Box 9; D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l .  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd 
( D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .  I n t e r n a l  e v i d e n c e  i n d i ­
c a t e s  t h e  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 87 4 .
QQ
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 265 ;  D a v id  
Boyd t o  D r .  A. F e a t h e r m a n ,  A p r i l  14, J u l y  15,  1 8 75 ,  i n  Boyd 
( D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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t o  a i d  a  s p e c i f i e d  g r o u p  o f  B a to n  Rouge  c r e d i t o r s .  D a v id  
c o n s i d e r e d  i t  g r o s s l y  u n f a i r  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  
a nd  d i d  a l l  he  c o u l d  t o  d e f e a t  i t .  The 1874 e f f o r t ,  h e  t o l d  
one c r e d i t o r ,  " o f f e n d e d  e v e n  t h a t  h o r r i b l e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "  He 
was s u r e  i t  k e p t  th em  f r o m  l o c a t i n g  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  i n  B a to n  R ouge ,  As f o r  t h e  b i l l  i n t r o ­
d u c e d  by  S e n a t o r  B urc h  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  D a v id  s u s p e c t e d  a  " p u t  u p  
j o b . "  A few B a t o n  Rouge c r e d i t o r s ,  h e  b e l i e v e d ,  h a d  made a  
d e a l  w i t h  B u r c h .  He w o u ld  i n t r o d u c e  a  b i l l  f o r  t h e i r  r e l i e f  
a n d ,  i f  i t  p a s s e d ,  t h e y  w o u l d  p ay  h im  a  " k i c k b a c k . "  To 
D a v id  t h i s  was " d a s t a r d l y . "  I t  a m o u n te d  t o  s i m p l e  b r i b e r y  
and i f  h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n s  p r o v e d  c o r r e c t ,  h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  
"w reck  t h e  s c h e m e . "  To a  f r i e n d  i n  New O r l e a n s  h e  commented 
b i t t e r l y :
What m u s t_ b e  t h o u g h t  o f  some o f  th em  / t h e  B a t o n  Rouge 
c r e d i t o r s / ,  w e l l - e n d o w e d  w i t h  w o r l d l y  g o o d s  . . . who 
w l d ,  f o r  a  few  d o l l a r s ,  r u i n  u s  a l l .  B a to n  Rouge g rew  
up  a r o u n d  a  f o r t — i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  a  s u t t e r  fs  camp; a n d  
t h e  m o r a l s  o f  s u c h  t r a s h y  p e o p l e ,  you  know b e t t e r  t h a n  
I c a n  d e s c r i b e .  T h e r e  a r e  a few e x c e p t i o n s ,  some f i n e  
a n d  t r u e  men h e r e ;  b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  a r e  . . .  s o  
s m a l l  t h a t  many o f  th em  a t  o n c e  c l d  go t h r o ’ t h e  e y e  o f  
a  n e e d l e  a t  a  g a l l o p . 3 -*-
3 l D av id  Boyd t o  J .  D. K e n to n ,  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1875; D a v i d  
Boyd t o  R. J .  McCabe, J a n u a r y  8 ,  1875;  D a v id  Boyd t o  J a s .  
McVay, J a n u a r y  8 ,  1875; D a v i d  Boyd t o  W. C. A n n i s ,  J a n u a r y  
9 ,  1875;  D av id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1875 ,  
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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What D a v id  r e a l l y  o b j e c t e d  t o  was a c c o r d i n g  any 
r e c o g n i t i o n  a t  a l l  t o  t h e  "Rump" l e g i s l a t u r e .  He was r e ­
q u i r e d  by law  t o  s e n d  h i s  a n n u a l  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  l a w m a k e r s .
B u t  B a to n  Rouge c r e d i t o r s  h a d  no e x c u s e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  " s u c h  
c r e a t u r e s . "  They s h o u l d  i g n o r e  t h e  "Rump" a n d  w a i t  f o r  t h e  
" t r u e "  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o n v e n e ,  D a v id  c o u l d  n o t  h i d e  h i s  
f e e l i n g s  f ro m  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  o r  e v e n  S e n a t o r  B u r c h .  When t h e  
l a t t e r  a s k e d  f o r  a  f u l l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  a c c o u n t s ,  
D a v id  r e f e r r e d  h im  t o  h i s  a n n u a l  R e p o r t . T hen  he a s k e d  
B urc h  t o  " c o n s i d e r  w e l l  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y "  o f  b r i n g i n g  up  
U n i v e r s i t y  m a t t e r s  when p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  s o  " f l u ­
i d . "  He u r g e d  h im  t o  w a i t .  The U n i v e r s i t y  w o u ld  have  
p l e n t y  o f  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  when t h i n g s  " s e t t l e d  
d o w n ."  W ith  c r e d i t o r s  h e  was more d i r e c t .  To b r i b e  was 
w o r s e  t h a n  t o  b e  b r i b e d .  He w o u ld  do a l l  h e  c o u l d  t o  s c u t ­
t l e  a ny  c r e d i t o r ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  s e c u r e  r e l i e f  by  o f f e r i n g  a  
f e e  t o  t h e  " in f a m o u s  c r e a t u r e s  who a r e  . . . o u r  l e g i s l a ­
t o r s , "  How, he  dem anded ,  c o u l d  L o u i s i a n i a n s  e v e r  e s c a p e  
t h e i r  t r o u b l e s  i f  p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  buy  l a w s  a nd  lawmak­
e r s ?  I f  he  c o u l d  h e l p  i t ,  L o u i s i a n a ' s  l e g i s l a t u r e  w ould  n o t  
b e  " p r o s t i t u t e d . " 3^
3 2 p a v i d  Boyd t o  R. M. L u s h e r ,  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1875;
D av id  Boyd t o  W. C. A n n i s ,  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1875 ;  D a v i d  Boyd t o  
J .  H e n r i  B u r c h ,  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1875;  D a v i d  Boyd t o  W. E.
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W h i l e  t h e  "Rump” l e g i s l a t u r e  was i n  s e s s i o n ,  D a v id  
d e c l a r e d  t o  a  f r i e n d  t h a t  he  was o p p o s e d  t o  a n y o n e ,  c e r t a i n ­
l y  h i m s e l f ,  a c c e p t i n g  r e l i e f  f ro m  w h a t  he  c o n s i d e r e d  an  
" i l l e g a l  b o d y . "  When i t  a d j o u r n e d  s i n e  d i e , h e  s a i d  h e  was 
g l a d  he  h a d  n o t  gone  n e a r  i t .  The  "Rump" l e g i s l a t u r e  d i d  
p a s s  a g e n e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l ,  b u t  D a v id  w a n t e d  no  p a r t  
o f  i t .  " I  h o p e  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  done  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h e  i n ­
d i g n i t y  o f  p u t t i n g  o u r  name on t h e i r  v i l e  p a y - s h e e t , " he  
s c r a w l e d  i n  h i s  L e t t e r b o o k .  " T h e y ” d i d  n o t .  N e i t h e r  d i d  
t h e  " t r u e "  l e g i s l a t u r e  w h ic h  m et  a  few  w eeks  l a t e r  i n  A p r i l ,
1875 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  r e c e i v e d  n o  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  u n t i l  
1 8 7 7 .  The c r e d i t o r s  h a d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  1 8 8 0 , ^ 3
W h i l e  D av id  s t r u g g l e d  t o  do  h i s  d u t y  by  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  and  i t s  c r e d i t o r s ,  h e  o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  
o f  h i s  i m m e d ia t e  f a m i l y .  D av id  h i m s e l f  s u p p l i e d  t h e  b e s t  
e v i d e n c e  o f  h i s  n e g l e c t  i n  a  d i a r y  h e  b e g a n  k e e p i n g  d u r i n g  
t h e  summer o f  1874.  The  f a i r l y  r e g u l a r  e n t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  
u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  when  he  no l o n g e r  h a d  t i m e  f o r  h i s
S e e b o l d ,  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  1 8 7 5 ,  i b i d .
3 3 D a v id  Boyd t o  R. M. L u s h e r ,  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1875;
D a v id  Boyd, Memorandum on  A d jo u rn m e n t  o f  "Rump" L e g i s l a t u r e ,  
u n d a t e d ,  i b i d ;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  A p r i l  2 4 ,  1875 ;  F l e m i n g ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 1 8 .
2 8 6
j o u r n a l .  But  t h e  two s m a l l  vo lum es  h e  d i d  f i l l  p r o v i d e  
g r a p h i c  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  i m p o v e r i s h e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  e n d u r e d  
by t h e  Boyds d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  R a d i c a l  R e c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n .  So do t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  l e t t e r s  D a v id  w r o t e  b e tw e e n  
1874 a n d  1877 .  An e x t r e m e l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  
D av id  n e v e r  u s e d  two p a g e s  i f  f o u r  w e r e  a t  h a n d .  A f t e r  
1874 ,  when e n r o l l m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d r o p p e d  t o  a  h a n d ­
f u l ,  he  h a d  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o  i n d u l g e  t h i s  e c c e n t r i c i t y .  A 
l e t t e r  h e  w r o t e  t o  an  e x - c a d e t  a n d  f o r m e r  c o l l e a g u e  i n  1874 
i s  t y p i c a l :
L a s t  week we came n e a r  s t a r v i n g :  We h a d  b r e a d ,  b e e f ,
w i t h  a  l i t t l e  c o f f e e - - b u t  no  s u g a r  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  
l i t e r a l l y  . . . a n d  o u r  b u t c h e r  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s t o p  
t h e  b e e f  on S a t u r d a y  i f  h e  c o u l d  n o t  be  p a i d  . . .
When I  t h i n k  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  my f a m i l y ,  a n d  how 
much w o r s e  t h e y  w ld  be  i n  c a s e  o f  s i c k n e s s ,  I  f e e l  
h e a r t i l y  a sh a m e d ,  a n d  know t h a t  I  o u g h t  t o  go  away 
now. B u t  . . .  I  f e e l  i t  t o  be my d u t y  t o  l e a v e  no 
e f f o r t  u n t r i e d ,  a n d  t o  l e a v e  no  p e r s o n a l  s u f f e r i n g  
a n d  p r i v a t i o n  u n e n d u r e d ,  t o  s t a n d  by t h e  o l d  s c h o o l  
t o  t h e  l a s t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  I t r y  n o t  t o  t h i n k  o f  
s e l f  a n d  f a m i l y . 34
D a v id  was n o t  e x a g g e r a t i n g .  He l i t e r a l l y  d i d  n o t  know, f rcm  
one  d ay  t o  t h e  n e x t ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  f ro m  one  m e a l  t o  t h e  
n e x t ,  w h e r e  h e  m i g h t  g e t  f o o d  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y .  The w e i g h t  
o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  n e a r l y  d r o v e  h im  t o  d i s t r a c t i o n .
3 4 D a v id  Boyd t o  T. L,  G r i m e s ,  A u g u s t  11 ,  1874 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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As he e x p l a i n e d  t o  a n o t h e r  f o r m e r  c o l l e a g u e :
To p a y  i n  p a r t  f o r  o u r  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  *72 a n d  ' 7 3 ,  X 
h a d  t o  p l e d g e  o u r  a n n u i t y  o f  ' 7 4 ,  w h ic h  n o t  b e i n g  p a i d  
y e t  ( a n d  may n e v e r  b e )  I  h a v e  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h r e e  
y e a r s  on me . . . God o n l y  knows w h a t  i s  t o  become o f  
u s .  I f  my w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  n o t  s u f f e r i n g  s o  
much, I  c l d  s t a n d  i t  b e t t e r ;  b u t  i n  c a s e  o f  a n y  s e r i o u s  
i l l n e s s  . , . e s p e c i a l l y  t o  my w i f e ,  I  d o n ' t  s e e  how I 
c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  d o . 35
Random e n t r i e s  f ro m  D a v i d ' s  d i a r y  a r e  e v e n  more i l ­
l u s t r a t i v e  o f  h i s  p o v e r t y  a n d  d e s p a i r .  On J u l y  2 5 ,  1 8 74 ,  he 
h a d  t h e  b r a s s  b u t t o n s  rem o ved  f ro m  h i s  C i v i l  War u n i f o r m  a n d  
r e p l a c e d  by " c i v i l "  b u t t o n s .  He c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  buy  a  
new c o a t .  I n  A u g u s t ,  1 87 4 ,  he  w o n d e r e d  w h a t  w o u l d  become o f  
h i s  f a m i l y  i f  h e  d i e d .  I n  B a to n  Rouge a l o n e  h e  owed $ 7 0 0 .
On S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  h e  p l a n n e d  t o  go  t o  New O r l e a n s  w i t h  o n l y  
t w e n t y  c e n t s  i n  h i s  p o c k e t .  The  U n i v e r s i t y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  
p e n n y .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  owed h im a  d o l l a r .  He d i d  n o t  go t h a t  
d a y ,  b u t  when he  d i d ,  h e  h a d  " one  n i c k e l  i n  my p o c k e t  . . .
Q  / i
n o t  a n o t h e r  c e n t  i n  t h e  w o r l d . "  The t r i p  t o  New O r l e a n s  
was f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  b e g g i n g  f o r  a  l o a n .  He h a d  e x h a u s t e d  
l o n g  b e f o r e  a l l  s o u r c e s  o f  c r e d i t  i n  B a to n  R o u g e .  I n  New
3 5 D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  J a n u a r y  5 ,  1875;  
D a v id  Boyd t o  P e n d l e t o n  K in g ,  e x - p r o f e s s o r ,  F e b r u a r y  10,  
1 875 ,  i b i d .
o g
D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  J u l y  2 5 ,  A u g u s t  16 ,  S e p t e m b e r  1, 
S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1874 .
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O r l e a n s  he  t h o u g h t  h e  s t i l l  h a d  some c o n t a c t s .  Y e t ,  on 
S e p te m b e r  5 ,  1874 ,  he  was " m o r t i f i e d "  when Jam es  G resham ,  
one  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  c r e d i t o r s ,  r e f u s e d  h im  
t w e n t y  d o l l a r s .  The w o r s t  was s t i l l  t o  come. An e n t r y  i n  
h i s  d i a r y  f o r  March 11 ,  1875,  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h o p e l e s s :  
"N e x t  week!  What d o e s  i t  n o t  ( o f  t r o u b l e )  p r o m i s e ?  Where 
i s  t h e  money t o  p ay  t h a t  $1650  n o t e  a t  La N a t ' l  Bank ,  8s t h e  
b i l l  o f  G a r i g  / p a t o n  Rouge g r o c e r  a n d  s u p p l i e r /  a b o u t  $ 6 0 ,  8s
t h e  b r e a d - b i l l ,  a n d  C o n t r e a u x '  b i l l  o f  c l o t h ,  8s R e u s s * b a l -
'— 37a n c e  o f  t u i t i o n  / r e m i t t e d / ?  N e x t  w e e k l "
What D a v id  f e a r e d  m o s t ,  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s  i n  h i s  f a m ­
i l y ,  d i d  o c c u r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 8 7 5 .  I t  b e g a n  w i t h  Mrs .  
W r i g h t ,  E t t i e ' s  m o t h e r .  M rs .  W r i g h t  was a  c h r o n i c  i n v a l i d  
b u t  i n  M arch ,  1875 ,  s h e  se em e d  s o  f e e b l e  t h a t  D a v id  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  s h e  c o u l d  l i v e  much l o n g e r .  A few  w eeks  l a t e r  A r t h u r ,  
D a v i d ' s  f o u r - y e a r - o l d  s o n ,  d e v e l o p e d  an  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  
f e v e r .  He s u f f e r e d  c o n v u l s i o n s  a n d  a l m o s t  d i e d .  F o r t u n a t e ­
l y ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  M c W h o r te r ’s  w i f e  r e d u c e d  h i s  f e v e r  by 
b a t h i n g  h im  i n  c o l d  w a t e r .  M e a n w h i le ,  D a v id  a n d  Tom Boyd 
w a l k e d  a l l  o v e r  B a to n  Rouge s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  d o c t o r .  None 
w o u ld  come t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  Tom t h o u g h t  d o c t o r s  d i d  n o t
3 7 I b i d . , S ep te m b e r  5 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  March 1 1 ,  1875
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l i k e  t o  go  o u t  i n  t h e  r a i n ,  b u t  D a v id  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  w ere  
a f r a i d  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  be p a i d .  A r t h u r ’s  i l l n e s s  l a s t e d  s e v ­
e r a l  d a y s .  Even  a f t e r  t h e  f e v e r  l e f t  h im ,  h e  s e e m e d  s o  n e r ­
v ou s  t h a t  D a v i d  t h o u g h t  h i s  m ind  h a d  b e e n  a f f e c t e d .  D a v i d ' s  
p e a c e  o f  mind  was c e r t a i n l y  s h a t t e r e d .  C o n c e r n e d  o v e r  h i s  
many o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  h i s  c h i l d ' s  b r u s h  w i t h  d e a t h ,  h e  c o u l d  
n o t  e v e n  c o n c e n t r a t e  on r e a d i n g .  More t h a n  e v e r  h e  r e a l i z e d  
t h e  n e e d  t o  l e a v e  B a to n  Rouge f o r  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  s a k e . ^ ®
A r t h u r  h a d  b a r e l y  r e c o v e r e d  when E t t i e  was s u d d e n l y  
s t r i c k e n  w i t h  w h a t  Tom Boyd d e s c r i b e d  a s  p n e u m o n ia .  Her 
c o n d i t i o n  se e m e d  s o  s e r i o u s  t h a t  he  t e l e g r a p h e d  D a v i d ,  t h e n  
i n  New O r l e a n s ,  t o  come home a t  o n c e .  A few d a y s  l a t e r  s h e  
s u f f e r e d  a  m i s c a r r i a g e  f r o m  w h i c h  s h e  d i d  n o t  f u l l y  r e c o v e r  
f o r  m o n t h s .  U n l i k e  A r t h u r ,  E t t i e  d i d  h a v e  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  
d u r i n g  t h e  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  h e r  i l l n e s s .  D r .  J .  W. D u p r e e ,  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  p h y s i c i a n ,  was v e r y  a t t e n t i v e .  He r e f u s e d  any  
p a y ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  h i s  j o b  r e q u i r e d  h im  t o  t r e a t  t h e  Boyd 
f a m i l y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c a d e t s .  "The t r u t h  i s , "  Tom Boyd 
n o t e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y ,  " h e  knows D a v id  h a s  no  money t o  pay
38 I b i d . . F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  2 8 ,  March 7 ,  A p r i l  1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  
5 ,  6 ,  1875;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  A p r i l  1, 4 ,  1875;  D a v id  Boyd t o  
W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  A p r i l  3 ,  1 87 5 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r ­
b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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him  . . . He i s  t h e  o n l y  p h y s i c i a n  i n  t h e  p l a c e  who w o u ld
•jq
come t o  s e e  a n y  o f  u s  i f  we w e r e  d y i n g . "  ^
C o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Boyd h o u s e h o l d  d i d  n o t  im p ro v e  i n
1876 .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e y  grew  w o r s e .  More i n  d e b t  t h a n  e v e r ,
a n d  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i s  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  f o r  enough  money t o
c l o t h e  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  D a v id  h i m s e l f  was p r a c t i c a l l y  i n  r a g s .
Y e t  he  h a d  t o  go  t o  New O r l e a n s  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 7 6 ,  b e c a u s e
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  c r e d i t o r s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h e  a p p e a l  t o  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  r e l i e f .  Tom Boyd d e s c r i b e d  h i s  d e p a r t u r e :
"D. w e n t  a l m o s t  n a k e d  an d  c a r r i e d  i n  h i s  v a l i s e  n o t  one
s i n g l e  a r t i c l e  o f  c l o t h i n g ;  a n d  b e s i d e s ,  / l i § 7  h a d  t o  b o r r o w
40money t o  p a y  h i s  way d o w n . "
I n  New O r l e a n s  D a v id  d i d  n o t  s e c u r e  r e l i e f  f o r  t h e  
c r e d i t o r s  o r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  B u t  h e  
d i d  s u c c e e d  i n  w i n n i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  m e r g e r  
o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l ­
l e g e .  The m e r g e r  b i l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e n d  o f  a  t e n - y e a r - l o n g  
s t r u g g l e .  I t  a l s o  p o s e d  a n  im m e d ia t e  p r o b l e m .  As s o o n  a s  
G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g  s i g n e d  t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  m erged  s c h o o l s  w o u ld
39Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  2 2 ,  2 4 ,  1875;  S .  H. 
L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  May 6 ,  18 ,  1875 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  
L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 ,
^°Tom Boyd D ia r y ,  J a n u a ry  1 7 ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 8 7 6 .
b e g i n  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g .  B u t ,  s i n c e  David 
i n t e n d e d  t o  h o l d  no o f f i c e  i n  t h e  new i n s t i t u t i o n ,  he  would  
h av e  t o  f i n d  new q u a r t e r s  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  v e r y  n e a r  
f u t u r e .  The f a m i l y  a p a r t m e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w e re  n o t  
e x a c t l y  l u x u r i o u s .  Tom Boyd l a b e l e d  them " d i s m a l . "  L o ca te d  
on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r ,  t h e y  r e m in d e d  h im  o f  what  h e  h a d  r e a d  
a b o u t  a t t i c s  and  t e n e m e n t  h o u s e s  i n  New York C i t y .  There  
w ere  no s e r v a n t s ;  E t t i e  and  Miss Mary W right  t o o k  c a r e  of  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e i r  i n v a l i d  m o t h e r .  They a l s o  sewed,  
c o o k e d ,  and d i d  t h e  w a s h i n g .  Once,  i n  1874, E t t i e  p r o p o s e d  
p a y i n g  f o r  a  Negro  l a u n d r e s s  by t a k i n g  i n  t h e  woman’s  se w ­
i n g ,  b u t  D a v id  w ould  n o t  a l l o w  i t ,  " B e t t e r  do h e r  own w a s h ­
i n g ,  " h e  d e c i d e d .  In  May, 1876,  Tom Boyd w r o t e  h i s  f a t h e r ;  
"Our l i f e  a t  home ^ / W y t h e v i l l e /  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
t h e  war w ou ld  compare  a s  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t h e i r s  now, as  a b ed  
o f  e i d e r  down w i t h  an  i n v e r t e d  h a r r o w ,  ,|41 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  
J u n e ,  1876,  a p p r o a c h e d ,  t h e  B o y d ' s  m i s e r a b l e  acc o m m o d a t io n s  
i n  t h e  Asylum must  h a v e  seem ed a l m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e ,  f o r  a t  t h e  
t e r m ’s  end  t h e y  would  h a v e  t o  move.  But D av id  h a d  no j o b
^ T h o m a s  D. Boyd t o  T h o s . J .  Boyd, May 1 4 ,  1876, i n  
Boyd ( T h o s . )  L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 6 -8 0 ,  D epar tm en t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ;  Tom Boyd D ia ry ,  M arch  4 ,  12,
1876; D av id  Boyd D i a r y ,  O c to b e r  3 1 ,  1874; D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l ­
l i a m  Van P e l t ,  F e b r u a r y  14, 1876,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r ­
b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
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a n d ,  a s  o f  J u n e  7 ,  n o t  a  " s i n g l e  d o l l a r . "  To make m a t t e r s  
w o r s e ,  E t t i e  e x p e c t e d  a  f o u r t h  c h i l d  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  In  
d e s p a i r ,  D a v id  w r o t e  a  f r i e n d ,  " I f  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  i s  
t o  l a s t  much l o n g e r  i t  w o u ld  be b e t t e r  t h a t  we w e re  a l l  
d e a d . " 42
Much o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p  e n d u r e d  by D a v id  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  
was u n a v o i d a b l e .  L o u i s i a n a ,  t h e  S o u t h ,  a nd  t o  some degx-ee, 
t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  s u f f e r e d  f rom  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  econom ic  
c r i s e s  w h ich  b e s e t  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  But  
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  Dav id  c o u l d  have  im p ro v e d  h i s  f a m i l y ’s  c i r ­
c u m s ta n c e s  somewhat  i f  h e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  s o  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  h i s  
m i s s i o n  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  To a 
f r i e n d  he f r a n k l y  a d m i t t e d  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  h i s  s i n g l e - m i n d e d  
c o u r s e  im p o sed  on h i s  f a m i l y :  " I  am asham ed t o  s a y  i t  b u t
i n  a l l  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  t o  k e e p  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a l i v e  I  h a v e  n o t  
c o n s i d e r e d  my w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n  o n c e . "
A9 D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  P . McAuley, J u n e  7 ,  1876 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F .  ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  18 7 5 -76 ;  D av id  Boyd t o  J .  D. K e n to n ,  
J u l y  8 ,  1876,  i b i d . ,  1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .  By 1876 t h e  Boyd c h i l d r e n  i n ­
c l u d e d  Thomas J . ,  b o r n  i n  1869,  A r t h u r ,  b o r n  i n  1871,  and  
LeRoy S t a f f o r d ,  b o rn  i n  1873 .  The f o u r t h  c h i l d ,  b o r n  S e p ­
t e m b e r  18,  1 87 6 ,  was a l s o  a  s o n .  U l t i m a t e l y  h e  was named 
a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ,  b u t  t h e  f a m i l y  c a l l e d  him Rex .  D a v id  Boyd 
t o  R i c h a r d  H ancock ,  S e p te m b e r  2 5 ,  1876 ,  i b i d .
43D a v id  Boyd t o  J ,  D. K en ton ,  Ju n e  8 ,  1876 ,  i b i d . ,
1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
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D a v id  d i d  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
f o r  o t h e r  j o b s ,  a n d  h e  d i d  h a v e  s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  who w e re  
e a g e r  t o  h e l p  h im  do s o .  As e a r l y  a s  1871 ,  a n  e x - p r o f e s s o r  
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  R i c h a r d  M. V e n a b l e  o f  B a l t i m o r e ,  a s k e d  
D av id  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  " s u p e r i n t e n d e n c y " o f  a  new s c h o o l  t o  
be  b u i l t  i n  t h a t  c i t y .  The p o s i t i o n  w o u ld  "pay  w e l l , "  
V e n a b le  w r o t e ,  a nd  t h e  " s o c i a l  a d v a n t a g e s "  c o m p a red  t o  
L o u i s i a n a ,  " s p e a k  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s . "  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  same 
f r i e n d  a n d  a n o t h e r  e x - p r o f e s s o r ,  Jam es  G a r n e t t ,  t r i e d  a g a i n .  
They w a n t e d  D a v id  t o  l e a v e  L o u i s i a n a  " f o r  a  p l a c e  w h e re  h e  
w o u ld  be  a p p r e c i a t e d . ” When V e n a b le  t h o u g h t  o f  D a v i d ’s  
h a r d  w o rk ,  i t  r e m i n d e d  h im  o f  t h e  c r u m b l i n g  m i s s i o n s  i n  w e s t  
T e x a s .  "How much t o i l  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d  y e t  t h e y  seem  
t o  h a v e  c o u n t e d  f o r  n o t h i n g . ”^  I n  1874 a  s c h o o l  i n  Mar­
s h a l l ,  T e x a s ,  o f f e r e d  D a v id  i t s  p r e s i d e n c y ,  b u t  h e  t u r n e d  i t  
down. By t h a t  t i m e  h e  was s o  o v e r w r o u g h t  w i t h  w o r r y  a n d  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  l e a v i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
f i e l d  a l t o g e t h e r .  He t a l k e d  o f  g o i n g  t o  C o l o r a d o  o r  C a l i ­
f o r n i a  a n d  t a k i n g  any  k i n d  o f  w ork  h e  c o u l d  f i n d .  B u t  h e  
h a d  b e e n  a  t e a c h e r  f o r  s o  l o n g  h e  w o n d e r e d  i f  h e  w e r e  f i t
AA R. M. V e n a b le  t o  D a v id  Boyd, May 3 1 ,  18 7 1 ,  S e p ­
t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1873 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  
F i l e ,  Box 12.
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f o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  D a v id  knew h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  e a r n  much i n
h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .  "One h a d  a s  w e l l  t r y  t o  g e t  r i c h  by
4 5r u n n i n g  an  a lm s h o u s e .
I n  J a n u a r y ,  1875 ,  D r .  E .  W. H i l g a r d  o f  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  M ic h ig a n  w r o t e  D a v i d  a b o u t  a  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  The p r e s i d e n t  a t  C a l i f o r n i a  h a d  r e ­
s i g n e d  t o  become p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  new J o h n s  H o p k in s  U n i v e r ­
s i t y ,  t h e  same p o s t  D a v i d ' s  B a l t i m o r e  f r i e n d s  t r i e d  t o  i n ­
t e r e s t  h im  i n  two y e a r s  b e f o r e .  H i l g a r d  h i m s e l f  was l e a v i n g  
M ic h ig a n  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  w h e r e  a n o t h e r  o f  D a v i d ' s  f o r m e r  c o l ­
l e a g u e s ,  D r .  F r a n c i s  H o p k i n s ,  w o u ld  s o o n  be  e m p lo y e d .  
P r o f e s s o r  H i l g a r d  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  G e n e r a l  Sherm an  o f  t h e  C a l i ­
f o r n i a  v a c a n c y ,  a n d  S h e rm an ,  who h a d  many i n f l u e n t i a l  
f r i e n d s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  recom m ended  D a v i d  f o r  t h e  j o b .  " I f  
a n  o f f e r  c o m e s , "  h e  u r g e d  D a v i d ,  " d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  a  m o m e n t . "  
D a v id  was im m e n se ly  f l a t t e r e d ,  b u t  d o u b t e d  h i s  q u a l i f i c a ­
t i o n s  f o r  s u c h  a h i g h  p o s t .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  he  t h o u g h t  h i s  
" d u t y "  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  i t s  c r e d i t o r s  came f i r s t .  To 
h i s  f r i e n d  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  t h a t  S h e r ­
m a n ' s  " s t r o n g  p a p e r "  m ig h t  p r o v e  e m b a r r a s s i n g .  What i f  i t
4 5 D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  J u l y  2 5 ,  1874;  D a v id  Boyd t o  T .  
J .  Boyd, A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1874; D a v i d  Boyd t o  C o l .  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  
O c t o b e r  18 ,  1874 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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i n d u c e d  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  B o a r d  t o  o f f e r  h im  t h e  j o b ?  F o r  
y e a r s  he  h a d  vowed t o  k e e p  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  " a l i v e "  a n d  t o  d e ­
f e n d  i t s  c r e d i t o r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  h e  h a d  t o  a s k  D r .  H i l g a r d  
t o  do  " n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r "  i n  h i s  b e h a l f  a t  C a l i f o r n i a .  He 
c o u l d  n o t  " g e t  away" f ro m  L o u i s i a n a  b e f o r e  18 7 7 .^®
Some o f  D a v i d ' s  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  
h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  " d u t y . "  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  t h o u g h t  h e  was w a s t ­
i n g  h i s  t i m e  " t r y i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  m ig h t  
u l t i m a t e l y  be  t a k e n  o v e r  by a  R a d i c a l  r i n g . "  P o w h a ta n  
C l a r k e ,  a n o t h e r  e x - c o l l e a g u e ,  was more e x p l i c i t .  He u n d e r ­
s t o o d  a  man who p l a c e d  h i s  c o u n t r y  b e f o r e  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  
b u t  D a v i d ' s  c a s e  was d i f f e r e n t .  " T h a t  a  man o f  y o u r  good  
j u d g e m e n t  s h o u l d  s o  l o n g  f o r g e t  h i s  d u t y  t o  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  
h i s  w i f e  a n d  h i m s e l f  I  c a n  a t t r i b u t e  o n l y  t o  a m o r b i d  h a b ­
i t , "  He d i d  n o t  t h i n k  D a v id  owed any  " o b l i g a t i o n "  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  c r e d i t o r s .  I f  t h e  d e b t  w e re  D a v i d ' s  p e r s o n a l ­
l y ,  he  m ig h t  f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e p a y  i t .  B u t  " s i n c e  i t  i s  
owed by a  d e f u n c t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i t  i s  r i d i c u l o u s . "  Only one 
c o r r e s p o n d a n t ,  W i l l i a m  T .  S h e rm an ,  commended h im .  When he
4 6 D a v id  Boyd t o  D r .  E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1875; 
D a v id  Boyd t o  D r .  E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  u n d a t e d ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l ­
l i a m  Van P e l t ,  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 87 5 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r -  
b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 ;  W i l l i a m  T .  Sherm an  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, F e b r u ­
a r y  18 ,  1875 ,  i n  B oyd-Sherm an  L e t t e r s .
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l e a r n e d  i n  A p r i l ,  18 7 5 ,  t h a t  D a v id  h a d  w i t h d r a w n  h i s  name 
f ro m  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  h e  com m ented ,  " I  c a n n o t  b u t  
a d m i r e  y o u r  p luc lc  i n  s t a n d i n g  s o  f i r m l y  by  o u r  o l d  'S e m i n a r y  
o f  L e a r n i n g . ' I f  i t  m u s t  g o  u n d e r  i t  w i l l  n o t  be  f o r  w a n t  
o f  f i d e l i t y  on y o u r  p a r t . " ^ ?
A month l a t e r  D a v id  h e a r d  f r o m  Sherm an  a g a i n .  He 
h a d  b e e n  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  K h e d iv e  o f  E g y p t  t o  em p loy  a 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  a  m i l i t a r y  c o l l e g e  n e a r  C a i r o .  W i th  t h e  
p o s t  w e n t  a  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l ' s  c o m m is s io n  a n d  $ 6 , 0 0 0  a  y e a r  
i n  g o l d .  " I  w o u ld  p r e f e r  y o u  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  
b u t  f e a r  t h a t  i s  n o t  a  c e r t a i n t y .  T h i s  i s : S p e a k  a n d  a c t
q u i c k . "  Sherm an a d v i s e d  D a v i d  t o  f o r g e t  a b o u t  h i s  " d u t y "  t o  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  " I n  t h e  w a r  o f  l i f e , "  h e  w r o t e ,  " d e s p e r a t e  
s t r a i t s  c a l l  f o r  p ro m p t  a n d  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n .  You h a v e  
s t o o d  a t  y o u r  p o s t  t i l l  n e c e s s i t y  w h ic h  knows no law  compels  
you t o  s e e k  a n  h o n e r a b l e  m a i n t e n a n c e  f o r  y o u r  f a m i l y . " ^
From p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  Sherm an  m u s t  h a v e  known o f  D a v i d ' s
47 S .  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  12 ,  1S75,
i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 ;  W i l ­
l i a m  T .  Sherm an t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  2 1 ,  1875 ,  i n  B oyd-
Sherm an L e t t e r s ;  P o w h a ta n  C l a r k e  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  March 15,
1875,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 7 .
“̂ W i l l i a m  T .  Sherm an  t o  D a v id  Boyd, May 2 6 ,  1875 ,
i n  B oyd-Sherm an  L e t t e r s .
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t e n d e n c y  t o  t e m p o r i z e  and  a g o n i z e  w h e n e v e r  . t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
s e v e r i n g  h i s  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a r o s e .  He u r g e d  D a v id  
t o  d e c i d e  w i t h i n  t h e  week a n d  t o  k e e p  h i s  own c o u n s e l .  
" C o n s u l t  y o u r  w i f e  o n l y ,  and  i f  s h e  c o n s e n t s ,  n o t i f y  me, a n d  
when I a f f i r m , t h e n  r e s i g n  a b s o l u t e l y ,  a n d  l e t  L o u i s i a n a
A G
w o rk  o u t  h e r  own d e s t i n y . "  S h e r m a n ' s  a d v i c e  was w a s t e d .
I n  t h e  n e x t  few m o n th s  D a v id  m anaged  t o  i g n o r e  a l l  o f  i t .  
A f t e r  d a y s  o f  a r g u i n g  w i t h  h i m s e l f ,  h e  t e l e g r a p h e d  G o v e r n o r  
K e l l o g g  a s k i n g  o n l y  f o r  a l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e .  "Even w i t h  
y o u r  c o n s e n t ,  I  may n o t  a c c e p t .  But i f  I  do g o ,  I s h a l l  
s e e  t h a t  good  men a r e  l e f t  i n  c h a r g e . "  K e l l o g g  g r a c i o u s l y  
a g r e e d ,  a n d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it te e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  g r a n t e d  him 
l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s .  B e c a u s e  D a v id  d e l a y e d  h i s  
d e p a r t u r e  s o  l o n g  t h e y  h a d  t o  e x t e n d  i t  t w i c e . 50 F a r  f ro m  
c o n s u l t i n g  o n l y  h i s  w i f e ,  D a v i d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  
f r i e n d s ,  e x - c o l l e a g u e s ,  and B o a r d  members a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n ­
t r y .  By m i d - J u n e  news o f  h i s  im m in en t  d e p a r t u r e  a p p e a r e d  i n
4 9 I b i d .
50 D av id  Boyd,  "E gypt  Memorandum," u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 11; D a v i d  Boyd t o  G o v e r n o r  W. P .  
K e l l o g g ,  t e l e g r a m ,  May 31 ,  1 8 7 5 ,  i b i d . , S c r a p b o o k ;  Wm. 
K e l l o g g  t o  D av id  B oyd,  t e l e g r a m ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  
L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 4 - 7 5 ;  M in u te s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t te e ,  
J u n e  18,  S e p te m b e r  11 ,  1875;  D a v i d  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  
J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1876,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
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s e v e r a l  L o u i s i a n a  p a p e r s .  D a v id  h i m s e l f  a d d r e s s e d  a  l e t t e r  
t o  t h e  e d i t o r  u r g i n g  L o u i s i a n i a n s  n o t  t o  l e t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
d i e  a f t e r  he  l e f t . 51
D a v id  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  A m e r ic a n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  E g y p t .  
The c o u n t r y  became a  v e r i t a b l e  c o l o n y  o f  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  an d  
F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War.  G e n e r a l  W. T .  Sherman 
recommended many o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  o f f i c e r s  who t o o k  s e r v i c e  
w i t h  t h e  K h e d i v e .  The men h e  s e n t  w e r e  t r a i n e d  i n  e x p l o r a ­
t i o n ,  s u r v e y i n g ,  a n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  f o r t s ,  dams a n d  r a i l ­
r o a d s .  One e x - F e d e r a l  o f f i c e r ,  G e n e r a l  C h a r l e s  P .  S t o n e ,  
was a  p a r t i c u l a r  f r i e n d  o f  S h e r m a n ' s .  On t h e  l a t t e r * s  r e c ­
om m enda t ion  S t o n e  became t h e  K h e d i v e ' s  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f .
Among o t h e r  t h i n g s  S t o n e  h o p e d  t o  im p r o v e  E g y p t i a n  m i l i t a r y  
a c a d e m i e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  c a d e t s  m i g h t  q u a l i f y  f o r  a  s t a f f  
c o l l e g e  p a t t e r n e d  som ewhat  a f t e r  W est  P o i n t  a n d  t h e  V i r g i n i a
51D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L. S a n f o r d ,  J u n e  1,  1 8 7 5 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F .  ) L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 4 -7 5 ;  N ew spaper  c l i p p i n g s  
f ro m  D o n a I d s o n v i l i e  ( L a . )  C h i e f , J u n e  5 ,  18 7 5 ,  S h r e v e p o r t  
T i m e s , J u n e  10 ,  1 8 75 ,  W y t h e v i l l e  ( V a . ) D i s p a t c h , J u l y  1,
1 87 5 ,  (New I b e r i a )  L o u i s i a n a  S u g a r  B o w l . J u l y  1,  1 8 7 5 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  
V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d  on  J u n e  1 ,  D a v id  p r o m i s e d  n o t  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  m a k in g  s u r e  o f  i t s  e x i s ­
t e n c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 7 5 - 7 6  s e s s i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  r e a s o n s ,  he  
t h o u g h t ,  why h e  o u g h t  t o  s t a y  u n t i l  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  com­
p l e t e d  i t s  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  i n  M arch ,  1 8 7 6 .  B u t  i n  t h e  m ean­
w h i l e  h e  w a n t e d  a l l  a c c o u n t s  a u d i t e d  a n d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Com­
m i t t e e ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  
s o  t h a t  h e  m ig h t  l e a v e  i f  n e c e s s a r y .  As i n d i c a t e d  a b o v e ,
M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e .  To t h a t  e n d  he  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  K h e d iv e  
t o  i m p o r t  A m e r ic a n  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o f f i c e r s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  He a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  W est  P o i n t  g r a d u ­
a t e s  l i k e  S a m u e l  L o c k e t t ,  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d  a n d  f o r m e r  c o l ­
l e a g u e ,  t o  become o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  E g y p t i a n  s e r v i c e .  A f t e r  
he  l e f t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1873 ,  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  
c o n d u c t e d  h i s  own m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l  i n  A la b am a .  B u t  i t  d i d  
n o t  p r o s p e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  when t h e  c h a n c e  came t o  go  t o
E g y p t  i n  1875 a s  a  m a j o r  i n  t h e  c o r p s  o f  e n g i n e e r s  h e  d i d  
52n o t  h e s i t a t e .  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  L o c k e t t s  l e f t  f o r  E g y p t ,
D a v id  w r o t e  th em  o f  h i s  o f f e r  t o  become s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f
t h e  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l  n e a r  C a i r o .  They w e r e  " t h r i l l e d  a t  t h e
p r o s p e c t . "  L o c k e t t  t h o u g h t  D a v id  t h e  " f i t t e s t  man f o r  t h e
p l a c e ; "  i n  f a c t ,  h e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p l a n n i n g  t o  f i n d  D a v id
some a p p r o p r i a t e  p o s i t i o n  i n  E g y p t .  He u r g e d  D a v id  t o  l e t
n o t h i n g  d i s s u a d e  him:
Now my d e a r  C o l o n e l ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  l e t  t h e  o l d  Don 
Q u i x o t e  i n  you  g e t  on h i s  R o s i n a n t e  a n d  r i d e  y ou  t o
t h e  C o m m it tee  g r a n t e d  a  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  i n s t e a d .
^ W i l l i a m  g .  H e s s e l t i n e  a n d  H a z e l  C. W o l f ,  The B lu e  
a n d  t h e  Grey  on  t h e  N i l e  ( C h i c a g o ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  2 - 9 ,  8 7 - 8 8 .  
C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  o r i g i n a l l y  p l a n n e d  t o  go t o  E g y p t  i n  1874,  
b u t  a  t r a i n  w r e c k  i n j u r e d  h i s  w i f e  a n d  s o n  s o  s e v e r e l y  t h a t  
h e  h a d  t o  g i v e  u p  h i s  p l a n s  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  C o l .  S .
H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A u g u s t  2 2 ,  S e p t e m b e r  8 , O c t o b e r  3, 
187 4 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  (Y /a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 .
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d e a t h  and  d e s t r u c t i o n .  L e t  y o u r  L o u i s i a n a  /D i i l c i n e a ^ /  
t r y  somebody e l s e .  Your d u t y  h a s  b e e n  done  t o  t h e  
f u l l e s t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  h e r .  A h i g h e r ,  g r a n d e r  d u t y  now 
c a l l s  y o u .  W o n ' t  i t  be  p l e a s a n t  f o r  u s  t o  m e e t  i n  
t h e  d e l t a  o f  t h e  N i l e  a f t e r  h a v i n g  l a b o r e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  
t h a t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ?  B u t  I  w o n ' t  w r i t e  a n y  m ore .  
You m us t  go by a l l  m eans ,  a n d  i f  n e c e s s a r y  a t  o n c e . 53
B u t  D a v id  d i d  n o t  "go  a t  o n c e . "  E a r l y  i n  J u n e  he  
w r o t e  t o  G e n e r a l  S t o n e  t h r o u g h  Sherm an  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  w i l l i n g  
t o  go  t o  E g y p t ,  h e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  d e l a y  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  u n t i l  
O c t o b e r  (when t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o p e n e d )  o r  e v e n  M arch ,  1876 ,  
(when t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  was o v e r ) .  She rm an  t o l d  
D a v id  t h a t  he  m ig h t  e x p e c t  a " f u l l  a n s w e r "  f ro m  S t o n e  som e­
t i m e  i n  A u g u s t .  I t  u s u a l l y  t o o k  two m on ths  f o r  h i s  l e t t e r s  
t o  r e a c h  E g y p t  a n d  be  a n s w e r e d .  Sherm an  h a d  a d v i s e d  S t o n e
t o  t e l e g r a p h  i f  h e  w a n t e d  D a v id  t o  come t o  E g y p t  " a t  
54o n c e . "  On J u l y  10 ,  1S75,  Sherm an n o t i f i e d  D a v id  t h a t  h e  
h a d  r e c e i v e d  a " d i s p a t c h "  f r o m  G e n e r a l  S t o n e .  I t  r e a d  s i m ­
p l y  "S en d  B o y d - - S t o n e . " Sherm an t o l d  D a v id  he  m i g h t  c o n ­
s i d e r  h i s  em ploym ent  " s e t t l e d . "  Then  h e  a d v i s e d  D a v id  t o  
b e  i n  S t .  L o u i s  o r  New Y o rk  e a r l y  i n  O c t o b e r .  A Mr. Mer­
c h a n t ,  t h e  K h e d i v e ' s  a g e n t  i n  New Y o rk ,  w o u ld  h a v e  h i s
53C o l o n e l  S .  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, J u l y  1,  
1875 ,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 .
5 4 W. T .  Sherm an  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J u n e  12,  18 7 5 ,  i n  
Sherm an  (V/. T . )  L e t t e r s ,  D a v id  F ,  Boyd F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  
1 8 6 4 - 9 1 .
3 0 1
p a s s a g e  b o o k e d  t o  C a i r o .  S h e r m a n ' s  r e m a r k  i n  t h e  J u l y  10 
l e t t e r ,  t h a t  D a v id  be  i n  New Y o rk  " e a r l y  i n  O c t . , "  c a u s e d  
D a v id  much g r i e f  l a t e r .  I t  f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
S h e r m a n ’s  own l e t t e r  o f  J u n e  12 w h ic h  s a i d ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  
t h a t  S t o n e  w a n t e d  D a v id  " a t  o n c e , "  h e  s h o u l d  t e l e g r a p h .  
S t o n e  d i d  t e l e g r a p h  a n d  Sherm an r e p o r t e d  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  
t e l e g r a m  i n  t h e  J u l y  12 l e t t e r .  B u t  h e  s t i l l  a d v i s e d  D a v id  
t o  be  i n  New Y ork  " e a r l y  i n  O c t o b e r , "  i n s t e a d  o f  u r g i n g  him 
t o  l e a v e  f o r  E g y p t  a t  o n c e .
M e a n w h i le ,  D a v id  k e p t  b u s y  a r r a n g i n g  h i s  a c c o u n t s ,  
a s s e m b l i n g  b o o k s  a n d  m aps ,  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  f r i e n d s  
who m ig h t  l a t e r  s e r v e  a s  f a c u l t y  i n  t h e  E g y p t i a n  s c h o o l .
I n  one  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  A u g u s t  5 ,  1 875 ,  h e  commented c a s u a l l y  
t h a t  i t  m i g h t  be  " b e s t  f o r  me (who c a n  n o t  s p e a k  F r e n c h ) "  
t o  g o  t o  E g y p t  on a  F r e n c h  s h i p .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  d e l a y e d  
d e p a r t u r e  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  i n a b i l i t y  p r o v e d  d i s a s t r o u s .  On 
A u g u s t  26 Sherm an  r e l a y e d  t o  D a v i d  a  l e t t e r  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  
f ro m  G e n e r a l  S t o n e  i n  E g y p t .  From w h a t  he  h a d  h e a r d  o f  
D a v i d ,  S t o n e  w r o t e ,  "He w i l l  be  j u s t  t h e  man f o r  t h e  p l a c e . "  
S t o n e  n o t e d  t h a t  he  h a d  d i s c u s s e d  D a v id  w i t h  t h e  K h e d iv e  
who a s k e d  i f  D a v id  s p o k e  F r e n c h .  S t o n e ’s  a n s w e r  was a f ­
f i r m a t i v e :  "As you  / S h e r m a n /  h a d  s t a t e d  t h a t  C o l .  Boyd was
f o r m e r l y  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a n c i e n t  a n d  m odern  l a n g u a g e s ,  I
r e p l i e d  u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  y e s ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  h e  / D a v i d /  h a d  
p r o f e s s e d  t h e  m odern  l a n g u a g e s .  I t  w o u ld  be  a  n e c e s s i t y  i n  
t h a t  p o s i t i o n . "  T hen  S t o n e  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  he  was a l s o  t e l e ­
g r a p h i n g  Sherm an i n  o r d e r  t h a t  D a v id  a r r i v e  i n  E g y p t  by
S e p t e m b e r  1 .  " T h a t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  h im  t o  l e a v e  New Y ork  by
55t h e  5 t h  o f  A u g u s t , "  Now Sherm an  b e g a n  u r g i n g  D a v id  t o  
l e a v e  f o r  E g y p t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  B u t  D a v id  was s t i l l  r e l u c t a n t  
t o  go  b e f o r e  t h e  f a l l  t e r m  o p e n e d .  How ever ,  a f t e r  r e c e i v ­
i n g  S h e r m a n ' s  A u g u s t  26  l e t t e r  w i t h  S t o n e ' s  n o t e  i n c l u d e d ,  
D a v id  f e l t  o b l i g e d  t o  s e n d  a  t e l e g r a m  o f  h i s  own. He n o t i ­
f i e d  t h e  E g y p t i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  he  c o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  F r e n c h  
a n d  t h a t  he  h a d  n o t  p l a n n e d  t o  l e a v e  B a t o n  Rouge u n t i l  
O c t o b e r .  Not  h e a r i n g  a n y t h i n g  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h e  " p r e ­
su m ed"  t h a t  h e  was s t i l l  w a n t e d  a n d  on h i s  t e r m s .  T h e n ,  on 
S e p t e m b e r  21 ,  1875 ,  h e  r e c e i v e d  a  c a b l e  f ro m  G e n e r a l  S t o n e  
w h ic h  s t a t e d :  " S p e a k i n g  F r e n c h  i s  a n  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y . "
I m m e d i a t e l y ,  h e  t e l e g r a p h e d  G e n e r a l  S h e rm an ,  " I  p re s u m e  
t h i s  c a n c e l s  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t . "  Sherm an a n s w e r e d  t h e  n e x t  
d a y .  He a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  " e n g a g e m e n t"  s h o u l d  b e  e n d e d .  I f  
D a v id  h a d  gone  t o  E g y p t  i n  t h e  summer,  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  l e a r n e d
C h a r l e s  S t o n e  t o  W i l l i a m  T.  S h e rm an ,  u n d a t e d ,  
i n c l u d e d  i n  W. T .  Sherm an t o  D a v id  Boyd, A u g u s t  2 6 ,  1875 ,  in  
B oy d-S he rm an  L e t t e r s .
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e n ough  F r e n c h  t o  " p a s s . "  B u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
D a v id  " h a d  b e t t e r  g i v e  u p  t h e  E g y p t  s c h e m e - - l e a v i n g  me f r e e  
t o  s e l e c t  some o t h e r . "  He w ou ld  b e g i n  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n o t h e r  
man b u t  w o u ld  w a i t  t o  h e a r  f ro m  S t o n e  a g a i n  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  
"an y  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n . "
On S e p t e m b e r  26 D a v i d  w r o t e  a  l o n g  a n d  r a t h e r  p a ­
t h e t i c  l e t t e r  t o  G e n e r a l  S h e rm an .  I t  was o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  o f  
l i t e r a l l y  d o z e n s  h e  w o u ld  compose i n  t h e  n e x t  n i n e  m onths  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  h i s  " E g yp t  m a t t e r . "  The l e t t e r  t o  Sherm an 
r e g r e t t e d  w h a t  D a v id  c a l l e d  h i s  " f a u x  p a s . "  He h a d  n o t  u n ­
d e r s t o o d  G e n e r a l  S t o n e ' s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c l e a r l y  on two 
p o i n t s :  when e x a c t l y  he  was t o  r e p o r t  f o r  d u t y  a n d  t h e
n e c e s s i t y  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  "s p e a k " F r e n c h .  On t h e  f i r s t  
p o i n t  h e  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  " l o g i c a l  i n f e r e n c e "  t o  G e n e r a l  
S t o n e ' s  S e p t e m b e r  21 c a b l e  was t h a t  h e  was " n o t  now n e e d e d ."  
B u t  t h e  c a b l e  d i d  n o t  s a y  w h a t  D a v id  t h o u g h t  i t  s h o u l d  
h a v e - - " a p p o i n t m e n t  a n n u l l e d . " T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  do  S t o n e  no 
" i n j u s t i c e , "  D a v id  w o u ld  w a i t  t o  h e a r  f ro m  h im  a g a i n ,  
t h r o u g h  She rm an ,  b e f o r e  " e n g a g i n g  m y s e l f  e l s e w h e r e . "  As f o r
56D a v id  Boyd t o  A. D. B a y l e s ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1875; 
D a v id  Boyd t o  W. T .  S h e rm an ,  t e l e g r a m ,  S e p t e m b e r  10 ,  1S75; 
D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  1875; 
T e l e g r a m  o f  D a v id  Boyd t o  W. T. S h e rm an ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  1875, 
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 ;  W. T. Sherm an  t o  
D a v id  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  2 2 ,  1 875 ,  i n  B oy d -S h e rm an  L e t t e r s .
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t h e  F r e n c h  p r o b l e m ,  D a v i d  s a i d  h e  knew t h e  " p h i l o s o p h y "  o f  
t h e  F r e n c h  l a n g u a g e  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  p r o f e s s o r s  
who h a d  t a u g h t  i t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He c o u l d  r e a d  i t  a l ­
m o s t  a s  f a s t  a s  he  c o u l d  s e e  i t .  B u t  " n o t  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  c d
I  h a v e  go ne  t o  E gy p t  w i t h o u t  l e t t i n g  G e n l  S t o n e  know t h a t  X
57c a n n o t  s p e a k  i t j "
On t h e  same d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  1875 ,  D a v id  w r o t e  
C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  a  f u l l  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  c a s e ,  q u o t i n g  a l l  t h e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a t  l e n g t h  s o  t h a t  L o c k e t t  w o u ld  " u n d e r s t a n d "  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I f  L o c k e t t  c o u l d  s p e a k  t o  S t o n e ,  D a v id  
w o u ld  l i k e  h im  t o  f i n d  o u t  "w ha t  G e n l .  S t o n e ' s  w i s h e s  may be 
i n  t h e  m a t t e r . "  He w a n t e d  " t h i s  d o u b t  a s  t o  my movements  
s e t t l e d  a s  s o o n  as  p o s s i b l e — f o r  I  am now c l e a r  o u t  o f  em­
p l o y m e n t . "  Most s c h o o l s  h a d  a l r e a d y  o p e n e d .  W i th  n o t h i n g  
t o  do f o r  a  y e a r ,  w h a t  w ou ld  h a p p e n  t o  h i s  f a m i l y ?  On t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  D av id  w r o t e  b o t h  L o c k e t t  a n d  S t o n e .  To 
S t o n e ,  a f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o n c e  m ore ,  D a v id  
s a i d :  "Your o m i t t i n g  t o  s t a t e  i n  s o  many w o r d s :  A p p o i n t ­
m en t  c a n c e l l e d  l e a v e s  some l i t t l e  d o u b t  i n  my mind  a s  t o  
y o u r  f u l l  m e a n i n g . "  B u t  h e  w o u ld  do G e n e r a l  S t o n e  " f u l l
* ^ D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  S herm an ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,
1875 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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j u s t i c e "  a n d  w a i t  t i l l  he  h e a r d  f i n a l l y  t h a t  h e  was 
r e l e a s e d  f ro m  o b l i g a t i o n  b e f o r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n o t h e r  p o s i ­
t i o n .  "Now my d e a r  G e n e r a l , "  h e  c o n c l u d e d ,  " I  f e e l  i t  my 
d u t y ,  t o  a l l  c o n c e r n e d  t o  . . . a d d  t h a t  i f  you do  n o t  c o n ­
s i d e r  me f i t  f o r  t h e  p l a c e ,  I  do  n o t  w a n t  i t - - n o r  do  X a s k  
f o r  i t  a t  a l l  . . .  I f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s e e k  me, I  c e r ­
t a i n l y  do  n o t  s e e k  i t .  You a r e  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  t o  c o n s i d e r  
me no  l o n g e r  i n  y o u r  s e r v i c e . " ® ®  D a v id  s e n t  a  c o p y  o f  t h i s  
i n c r e d i b l e  l e t t e r  t o  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t .  I n  a  c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  
he  a d d e d :
I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  l a s t  o f  E g y p t  f o r  me . . . E g y p t  
i s  a  l o n g  way o f f — ev en  t h e  t e l e g r a p h  o v e r  t h e r e  
se em s  t o  r u n  s l o w : i t  t o o k  o n l y  23^ d a y s  t o  g e t  an
a n s w e r  t o  my d i s p a t c h  t h a t  I  p a i d  $ 1 8 . 5 0  f o r i  So 
you  s e e  i t  w i l l  h a r d l y  p a y  f o r  me t o  t e l e g r a p h  a g a i n  
t o  E g y p t ,  t o  know e x a c t l y  w h a t  G e n l .  S t o n e  m ea n s .
. . . M e an w h i le  I  am o u t  o f  e m p lo y m e n t— my f a m i l y  i n  
w a n t ,  my c h i l d r e n  o u t  o f  c l o t h i n g ,  a n d  w i n t e r  a t  h a n d .  
W e l l ,  s u c h  i s  my l u c k ;  . . .  I  hope  t o  l e a r n  . . . 
f r o m  t h i s  l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e .® ®
E a r l y  i n  November ,  1 8 7 5 ,  G e n e r a l  Sherm an o f f e r e d  t o  
s u b m i t  D a v i d ' s  name t o  t h e  E g y p t i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  a g a i n .
D a v id  a s s u r e d  S h e rm an  t h a t  by  t h e  t im e  h e  c o u l d  a r r i v e  i n  
E g y p t ,  a b o u t  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1876 ,  h e  w o u ld  be  a b l e  t o  s p e a k
®®David Boyd t o  G e n e r a l  C h a r l e s  P .  S t o n e ,  C h i e f  o f  
S t a f f ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1875, i b i d .
5®David Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  S e p t e m b e r  27, 
1875 ,  i b i d .
F r e n c h .  I f ,  a f t e r  a t r i a l ,  t h e  K h e d iv e  w e re  n o t  s a t i s f i e d ,  
h e  w o u ld  a r r a n g e  h i s  own p a s s a g e  home. I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  
L o c k e t t  on November 1 7 ,  D a v id  c o n f i d e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  i t  may 
h a v e  b e e n  u n w i s e  t o  r e o p e n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  h e  d i d  i t  b e c a u s e  h e  
w i s h e d  t o  a v o i d  t h e  harm  i t  w o u l d  do h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  i f  i t  
became known t h a t  he  h a d  l o s t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  an y  " in co m -  
p e t e n c y . "  To l o s e  a  j o b  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  a r r i v e  on t i m e  was 
one  t h i n g ;  t o  l o s e  i t  f o r  some " i n c o m p e t e n c y "  was q u i t e  
a n o t h e r .  D a v id  was w i l l i n g  t o  g a m ble  t h a t  h i s  F r e n c h  w o u ld  
b e  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  t h i r t y  o r  s i x t y  d a y s .  A t  l e a s t  h e  w a n te d  
t h e  t r i a l .  To f a i l  a f t e r  a  t e s t  w o u ld  damage h i s  r e p u t a ­
t i o n  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  f r a t e r n i t y  no  more t h a n  t o  f a i l  w i t h ­
o u t  i t .  "One t r o u b l e  I  h a v e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  
s o  h a r d  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  t h i n k ,  o r  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  n o t  s p e a k i n g  
F r e n c h  i s  t h e  o n l y  o b j e c t i o n .  '  They t h i n k  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  i s  
t h e  m a t t e r . " ® ®
M e an w h i le ,  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t ' s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  C. 
Woodward H u t s o n  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a n s w e r e d  a  l e t t e r  D a v id  
w r o t e  h im  on O c t o b e r  3 1 .  I n  i t  D a v id  h a d  r e m a r k e d  t h a t
®®David Boyd t o  Wm. S h e rm an ,  November 6 , 1 8 75 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  a nd  
R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1S5S -S8 ,  Box 4;  D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  S .  H. 
L o c k e t t ,  November 17, 1875 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
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" t h e  s i n g u l a r  v a c i l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s "  h a d  
p u t  h im  i n  a n  "aw kw ard"  p o s i t i o n .  H u t s o n ' s  r e p l y ,  d a t e d  
November 9 ,  1875 ,  s p e c u l a t e d  a t  l e n g t h  a b o u t  t h e  " r e a l "  r e a ­
s o n s  f o r  D a v i d ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  g e t  t h e  E g y p t i a n  p o s t .  "The o b ­
j e c t i o n  made t o  y o u r  n o t  s p e a k i n g  F r e n c h  i s  s o  t r i v i a l  i n  
c h a r a c t e r  . . . t h a t  I  c a n n o t  h e l p  f a n c y i n g  i t  t o  be o n l y  a  
d i p l o m a t i c  p r e t e n s e . "  H u t s o n  t h o u g h t  " E g y p t i a n  i n t r i g u e "  
m ig h t  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t .  T hen  h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  
K h e d i v e ' s  m i l i t a r y  c a m p a ig n  a g a i n s t  A b y s s i n i a ,  h i s  t r o u ­
b l e s  w i t h  t h e  " D a n u b ia n  P r i n c i p a l i t i e s "  o r  p e r h a p s  " f i n a n ­
c i a l  e m b a r r a s s m e n t "  m ig h t  e x p l a i n  t h e  " d e l a y . "  He e v e n  
t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  G e n e r a l  S t o n e  m ig h t  be  j e a l o u s  o f  t h e  i n f l u ­
e n c e  w i e l d e d  by G e n e r a l  S h e rm an ,  a n d  t h a t  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  
S t o n e  m i g h t  be  " b l o c k i n g "  D a v i d .
H u t s o n ' s  l e t t e r  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n  seem s t o  h a v e  p l a n t e d  
s e e d s  o f  d o u b t  i n  D a v i d ' s  m in d  a b o u t  t h e  v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e  
E g y p t i a n  o f f i c i a l s .  A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  i t  D a v id  b e g a n  t o  e x ­
p r e s s  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  h i s  i n a d e q u a c y  i n  F r e n c h  was n o t  t h e  
" r e a l  r e a s o n "  f o r  h i s  E g y p t i a n  " m i x - u p . "  On December  15,
61C. Woodward H u t s o n  t o  D. F .  Boyd, November 9 ,
1875 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7 .  H u t s o n  was r u n n i n g  
a  g i r l s '  s c h o o l  i n  S p a r t a n b u r g ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  D a v id  h a d  
c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  h im  e a r l i e r  a b o u t  t a k i n g  a  j o b  i n  t h e  
E g y p t i a n  s c h o o l ,  b u t  H u t s o n  was n o t  i n t e r e s t e d .
1875 ,  h e  t o l d  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  f l a t l y  t h a t  " t h e  F r e n c h  was 
a l l  a n  e x c u s e  t o  s a v e  t h e  E g y p t i a n  T r e a s u r y  a  m i s e r a b l e  sum 
o f  m oney—moneyI f o r  w h ic h  I h a v e  a lw a y s  m y s e l f  c a r e d  s o  
l i t t l e . "  He t o l d  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
t h i n g  f o u r  d a y s  l a t e r .  On Decem ber  2 1 ,  L o c k e t t  t e l e g r a p h e d  
D a v id :  " A b y s s i n i a  a w a i t s  a t t e n t i o n .  W a i t .  W i l l  w r i t e . "
D a v id  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  b a c k  a t  o n c e .  He w o u ld  " t r y " t o  w a i t  
t i l l  Sherm an r e c e i v e d  an  a n s w e r  t o  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  November 
9 ,  1 875 ,  w h i c h  r e - s u b m i t t e d  D a v i d ' s  name t o  G e n e r a l  S t o n e .  
D a v id  t h o u g h t  he  c o u l d  w a i t  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  10 o r  15 ,  1876 .
He was p l a y i n g  a  " d e s p e r a t e  game o f  p r i d e  a n d  f e e l i n g s  v e r ­
s u s  b r e a d  a n d  m e a t . "  He h a d  p r o m i s e d  t o  p a y  t h r e e  p r o ­
f e s s o r s ,  h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  o u t  o f  h i s  
E g y p t i a n  e a r n i n g s  a n d  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d o i n g  s o  was 
" r u n n i n g  me c r a z y . "  He s h o u l d  n o t ,  h e  t o l d  L o c k e t t ,  h a v e  
l e t  t h e  " p r e t e x t "  o f  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  s p e a k  F r e n c h  c a u s e  him 
t o  go  on w a i t i n g  f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I f  h e  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  
L o u i s i a n a  when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m et  i n  J a n u a r y  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  
t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  i t .  Not a l l  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w e re  C a r p e t ­
b a g g e r s ,  N e g ro e s  o r  k n a v e s ;  t h e  "more s e n s i b l e "  w i l l  t h i n k  
t h e  " F r e n c h  e x c u s e "  i s  " b o s h , "  t h a t  D a v id  h a d  r e m a i n e d  in  
L o u i s i a n a  o n l y  t o  d raw  h i s  p a y  o r  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  j o b .
W orse ,  t h e y  m i g h t  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  K h e d iv e  d r o p p e d  h im  f o r
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b e i n g  " u n f i t "  f o r  t h e  j o b .  I f  t h e  K h e d iv e  h a d  t o  i n v e n t  a  
r e a s o n  t o  d i s g u i s e  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  e m b a r r a s s m e n t ,  D a v id  
w i s h e d  h e  h a d  c h o s e n  one  l e s s  " m o r t i f y i n g "  t o  h im .  On 
December 2 6 ,  1875 ,  D a v id  w r o t e  L o c k e t t  a g a i n .  "The more I 
t h i n k  o f  i t ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  l i g h t  a r o u n d  me, t h e  more  I  am 
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  K h e d i v e ’s  g e n e r a l  t r o u b l e s  a n d  n o t  
'my n o t  s p e a k i n g  F r e n c h , 1 t h a t  c a u s e d  h im  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  
my s e r v i c e s . "  Then  he  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  a n n o y i n g  L o c k e t t  w i t h  
h i s  " c h i l d i s h "  c o m p l a i n t s .  He w o u ld  w a i t  u n t i l  h i s  f a t e  
was d e c i d e d  " e i t h e r  by h i s  . . .  D o u b l e ^  s h i p  o r  my hum ble  
s e l f . " 62
By t h e  e n d  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1876 ,  D a v i d ’s  " f a t e "  was 
s t i l l  n o t  d e c i d e d .  Sherm an  w r o t e  h im  t h a t  S t o n e  h a d  t o  
" p l a y  t h e  c o u r t i e r . "  The t i m e  was n o t  o p p o r t u n e  t o  bi’i n g  
D a v i d ' s  c a s e  b e f o r e  t h e  K h e d i v e ,  who h a d  o t h e r  t r o u b l e s .  
D a v id  w r o t e  L o c k e t t  a g a i n  on  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1 8 7 6 .  The p a r t  o f  
h i s  l e t t e r  w h ic h  h e  d i d  n o t  s e n d  was p i t i f u l .  I f  S t o n e  d i d  
n o t  p r e s e n t  h i s  c a s e  t o  t h e  K h e d i v e ,  D a v id  c o n s i d e r e d  a p ­
p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  A m e r ic a n  c o n s u l  i n  C a i r o  f o r  " j u s t i c e . "  He
62D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  P .  McAuley,  November 19 ,  1875; 
D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l .  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  December  15 ,  2 1 ,  2 6 ,  1875; 
D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  December 1 9 ,  1 8 7 5 ,  i n  Boyd 
( D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 6 ;  T e l e g r a m  o f  Sa m u e l  L o c k e t t  
t o  D a v id  Boyd,  December  2 1 ,  1875 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )
P a p e r s ,  Box 10 .
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w o u ld  b e  r u i n e d  i f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  n e w s p a p e r s  e v e r  d i s c o v e r e d
t h a t  he  h a d  b e e n  " d r o p p e d . "
I r e a l l y  f e e l  a sham ed  now t o  go a n y w h e r e ,  o r  s e e  
a n y b o d y .  I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  u p  tow n ( i n  B. R . )  s i n c e  
O c t o b e r I  I  c a n ' t  w ork ;  I  c a n ' t  do a n y t h i n g  b u t  w r i t e  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o  some f r i e n d ;  my s p i r i t  i s  g o ne ;  a nd  
I  f e e l  a l m o s t  p a r a l y z e d .  And a l l  b e c a u s e - - h e l l ,  you 
may f i l l  up  t h e  b l a n k  i f  y o u  h a v e  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t o  
f i l l  u p  y o u r  t i m e .  I f  I  h a d  b e e n  a l l o w e d  . . .  t o  
s t a y  h e r e  a s  I  b e g g e d  s o  h a r d  . . . t i l l  M arch ,  why 
I  m i g h t  h a v e  done  some good;  b u t  now, a s  t h i n g s  a r e ,
I  f e e l  l i k e  a n  o l d  Va. s h e e p - k i l l i n g  d o g  l o o k s ,  a n d  I
am p r a c t i c a l l y  f i t  f o r  n o t h i n g . "
Even t h o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was i n  s e s s i o n ,  D a v i d  c o u l d  n o t  
b r i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  go  t o  New O r l e a n s .  He w o u l d  be  " m o r t i ­
f i e d . "  B e s i d e s ,  h e  r a t i o n a l i z e d ,  t h e  l a w m a k e r s  w e re  i n  a  
" f i t  o f  t h r i f t i n e s s . "  They w o u ld  n o t  a i d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
The l e t t e r  D a v id  d i d  s e n d  t o  L o c k e t t  was c o n s i d e r ­
a b l y  m ore  r e s t r a i n e d .  He w o u l d  " s w a l lo w  h i s  p r i d e "  an d  
lo b b y  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  b u t  h e  w ou ld  h a v e  t o  " e x p l a i n  h i s  
p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  U. S .  on e v e r y  s t r e e t  c o r n e r . "  M e a n w h i le ,  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  New O r l e a n s  by B o a r d  mem­
b e r s  W i l l i a m  S eay  a n d  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d .  When t h e y  u r g e d
D av id  t o  come t o  t h e  c i t y ,  h e  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  be
" i m p r o p e r "  b e c a u s e  he  m ig h t  go  t o  E g y p t  a n y  d a y  t o  h e a d  a
®3D av id  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  
1S76, i n  Boyd (D a v id  E . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .  T h i s  p a r t  o f  
t h e  l e t t e r  was n o t  s e n t .
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new p o l y t e c h n i c  s c h o o l  t h e n  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  She rm an  had
w r i t t e n  D a v id  on J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 8 76 ,  t h a t  s u c h  a  s c h o o l  was
b e i n g  b u i l t  a n d  t h a t  L o c k e t t  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  D a v id  t h e  p o s t .
B u t  by t h e  e n d  o f  F e b r u a r y  Sherm an  i n f o r m e d  D a v id  t h a t  he
f e l t  " u n e a s y  a b o u t  E g y p t , "  He h a d  h e a r d  f ro m  S t o n e ,  who
s a i d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  D a v i d .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  an  u n d a t e d  l e t t e r
p r o b a b l y  w r i t t e n  i n  M arch ,  1876 ,  D a v id  t o l d  Sherm an t h a t  he
no  l o n g e r  w a n t e d  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a n y  E g y p t i a n  p o s t .
He t h o u g h t  t h e  K h e d iv e  h a d  "dumped" h im  on a p r e t e x t  when
h e  r e a l l y  l a c k e d  f u n d s .  And he  t h o u g h t  S t o n e ,  i n  f a i l i n g
t o  p r e s s  h i s  c a s e  b e f o r e  t h e  K h e d i v e ,  h a d  shown a l a c k  o f  
64c o u r a g e .
I n  May D a v id  h e a r d  f ro m  G e n e r a l  S t o n e .  H i s  l e t t e r ,  
d a t e d  A p r i l  9 ,  1876 ,  i n d i c a t e d  r e g r e t  t h a t  D a v id  was n o t  i n  
E g y p t .  I t  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  he  m i g h t  " so m e d ay "  j o i n  
t h e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  K h e d i v e ' s  s e r v i c e .  S t o n e  a l s o  d i s ­
c u s s e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  w h ic h  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  E g y p t i a n  
a u t h o r i t i e s  f r o m  u n d e r t a k i n g  "any  new v e n t u r e . "  D a v id  f e l t  
v i n d i c a t e d .  " T h e i r  money t r o u b l e s , "  h e  w r o t e  W i l l i a m
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  
1876 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  S e a y ,  F e b r u a r y  16,  1876;  D a v id  
Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  S h e rm an ,  u n d a t e d ,  i b i d . ; W i l l i a m  Sh e rm an  t o  
D a v i d  Boyd, J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1 8 76 ,  i n  B oyd-Sherm an  
L e t t e r s .
S a n f o r d ,  "w e re  r e a l l y  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  w ho le  d i f f i c u l t y ;  
t h e y  s h d  h a v e  had  t h e  m a n l i n e s s  t o  s a y  s o . "  To S t o n e ,  how­
e v e r ,  he  w r o t e  a  m i l d l y  r e p r o v i n g  b u t  magnanimous l e t t e r  o f  
f o r g i v e n e s s  f o r  e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d  i n  h i s  E g y p t i a n  " m i x - u p . " 
Anyone who c o u l d  w a i t  " p a t i e n t l y "  n e a r l y  a  w h o le  y e a r  f o r  
E g y p t  t o  "do  h im  j u s t i c e ,  " m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  o f  "some s e r ­
v i c e "  t o  E g y p t  i n  i t s  " t i m e  o f  t r i a l "  i f  h i s  H i g h n e s s  h ad  
n o t  done  h im  ^ j a v i d /  a n d  h i m s e l f  " t h e  i n j u s t i c e  t o  d i s p e n s e  
w i t h  h i s  s e r v i c e s — on a  m e re  p r e t e x t . "  Two d a y s  l a t e r  
D a v i d  w r o t e  G e n e r a l  S t o n e  a g a i n .  He h a d  n o t  m e a n t  t o  " o f ­
f e n d ” a n y o n e  i n  h i s  p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r .  He o n l y  w a n t e d  t o  
t e l l  them  w h a t  he  "now b e l i e v e d " a n d  how he  "h a d  f e l t ” a b o u t  
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  had  c a u s e d  him more p a i n  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  i n  
h i s  w h o le  l i f e .  He c o n c e d e d  t h a t  S t o n e  p r o b a b l y  h a d  a b e t ­
t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  K h e d i v e ' s  m o t i v e s  t h a n  h e  (D av id )  
d i d  a n d ,  i f  h e  h ad  j u d g e d  them t o o  h a r s h l y ,  h e  was s o r r y .  
Then  he  f o r g a v e  them, t o l d  them h i s  s y m p a t h i e s  w e r e  w i t h  
th em  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  he  c o u l d  n o t  " a l l o w  h i m s e l f "  t o  s e r v e  
th e m ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y  s h o u l d  r e q u e s t  i t ,  he  was w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  
th em  i n  a n y  way he  c o u l d .  One c a n  o n l y  s p e c u l a t e  on D a v i d ' s  
s t a t e  o f  m in d  when he  w r o t e  t h e s e  l e t t e r s . ® ^
®5D a v id  Boyd t o  Gen .  Chas .  P .  S t o n e ,  J u n e  6 , 8 , 
1 8 7 6 ,  i n  Boyd (David  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 6 .
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S t o n e  r e p l i e d  t o  D a v id  on  J u l y  7 ,  1 8 7 6 .  He d e n i e d  
c a t e g o r i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e  K h e d iv e  h a d  r e s o r t e d  t o  " p r e t e x t "  i n  
D a v i d ' s  c a s e .  P e r f e c t  k n o w le d g e  o f  F r e n c h  was e s s e n t i a l ;  
" g e t t i n g  o n "  w ou ld  n o t  d o .  F u r t h e r m o i ’e , " a l l  t h i s  o c c u r r e d  
b e f o r e  a n y o n e  h e r e  b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  c o u l d  be  a n y  s e r i o u s  f i ­
n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y . "  The t r o u b l e ,  S to n e  w r o t e ,  s tem m ed  
f r o m  S h e r m a n ' s  s l i p  o f  t h e  p e n .  Sherman w r o t e  S t o n e  t h a t  
D a v id  h a d  b e e n  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m odern  l a n g u a g e s  when h e  m ea n t  
t o  s a y  " a n c i e n t . "  T h en  S t o n e  t o l d  D av id  g e n t l y  s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  L o c k e t t  h a d  w r i t t e n  h im  m o n th s  b e f o r e .  I f  D a v id  h a d  
s t a r t e d  f o r  E g y p t  when f i r s t  e n g a g e d ,  s t o p p i n g  a  m onth  o r  
two  i n  P a r i s  e n r o u t e ,  h e  m ig h t  w e l l  h a v e  l e a r n e d  enough  
F r e n c h  t o  p l e a s e  t h e  K h e d i v e .  "Your s e n s e  o f  h o n o r  an d
m o d e s ty  made you  s e n d  t h e  f a t a l  t e l e g r a m  ^ t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t
—  66 " s p e a k  F r e n c h ^ /  a n d  t h e n  came a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y . "
The  L o c k e t t  l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  on November 19 ,  1875 ,  
a p p e a r e d  r a t h e r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  d i s m a l  E g y p t i a n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  
I t  i s  q u o t e d  h e r e  a t  l e n g t h  b e c a u s e  i t  s t a t e d  s o  w e l l  t h e
®®Chas. P . S t o n e  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J u l y  7 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 1 1 .  C h a r ­
a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  D av id  r e p l i e d  t o  S t o n e  i n  a  t e n - p a g e  l e t t e r .  
I n  i t  h e  r e v i e w e d  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  w ho le  E g y p t i a n  s a g a  t o  
show S t o n e  how he  h a d  a r r i v e d  a t  h i s  e r r o n e o u s  c o n c l u s i o n s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  K h e d i v e ' s  m o t i v e s .  D av id  Boyd t o  C h a s .  p .  
S t o n e ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1 8 76 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
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r e a l  s o u r c e  o f  s o  many o f  D a v i d ' s  p r o b l e m s .
Now you  t h i n k  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  b a d l y  t r e a t e d  i n  
t h e  m a t t e r  a n d  I  t o o  t h i n k  i t  h a s  b e e n  / a /  t e r r i b l y  
a n n o y i n g  a n d  u n f o r t u n a t e  a f f a i r .  B u t  E g y p t  i s  n o t  
a l t o g e t h e r  t o  b l a m e .  Your  o l d  p e t  t h e  L a .  S .  U. 
h a s  b e e n  t h e  m a in  c a u s e  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e ,  a n d  you  my 
d e a r  C o l o n e l  w e r e  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p r i m e  m over  i n  
b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  d e n o u e m e n t .  I n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a c e  you  h a d  a  d i v i d e d  i n t e r e s t ,  y o u  c l u n g  
t o  t h e  o l d  LSU w i t h  d e s p e r a t e  d e v o t i o n ,  h o p i n g  t o  
do  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  i t s  s a l v a t i o n  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  i t  
a l t o g e t h e r .  T h a t  k e p t  you  f ro m  com ing  a l o n g  w i t h  
me l a s t  summer.  Then  y o u  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  y o u r  t h o u s a n d  
a n d  o n e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t  p r e e m i n e n t l y  f i t  y o u  f o r  
y o u r  d u t i e s  h e r e  / E g y p t / ,  a n d  w i t h  s u i c i d a l  p e r ­
v e r s i t y  s e i z e d  upon  one  o f  t h e  ' s m a l l e s t  o f  s m a l l  
m a t t e r s ' a n d  made a  m o u n t a i n  o u t  o f  i t  by  p u t t i n g  i t  
i n t o  a n  a b o m i n a b l e  b r i e f  t e l e g r a m .  You m u s t  e x c u s e  
me f o r  w r i t i n g  s u c h  h a r d  w o r d s .  You know I  h a v e  
o f t e n  t o l d  y o u ,  you  a r e  y o u r  own w o r s t  enemy, a n d  i t  
makes me r i g h t  a n g r y  w i t h  t h a t  p a r t  o f  you  w h i c h  i s  
e t e r n a l l y  b e d e v i l i n g  y o u , w h e n e v e r  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  any  
o f  t h e  t r o u b l e s  y ou  h a v e  g o t t e n  y o u r s e l f  i n t o .®7
By t h e  t i m e  D a v i d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  n o t  be 
g o i n g  t o  E g y p t ,  h e  h a d  a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  a  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a r d ,  b e e n  g r a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  
l e a v e  by G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g ,  a n d  e m p lo y e d ,  a t  h i s  own e x ­
p e n s e ,  t h r e e  p r o f e s s o r s  f o r  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .  To 
re d e e m  h i s  p r o m i s e  he  h a d  t o  f i n d  a  j o b .  On O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  
1 8 75 ,  h e  w i r e d  P r o f e s s o r  H i l g a r d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i ­
f o r n i a  t o  " p r e s e n t  my name" i f  t h e  v a c a n c y  i n  t h e
®7C o l o n e l  S .  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, November 19 ,  
1 8 75 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 .
p r e s i d e n c y  t h e r e  s t i l l  e x i s t e d .  B u t  n o t h i n g  se em s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  d o n e .  How ever ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  was s t i l l  v a c a n t  i n  
M arch ,  1 8 7 6 .  P r o f e s s o r  H i l g a r d  a d v i s e d  D a v i d ,  t h e n  l o b b y ­
i n g  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  t o  s u b m i t  h i s  name f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
D a v i d  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  a p p l y  a t  o n c e  b e c a u s e  he  
was " s t i l l  w a i t i n g  on  E g y p t ,  When I  may make up  my m ind  
n o t  t o  go t h e r e ,  o r  s h d  b e  t o l d  by S t o n e  o r  S h e rm an ,  n o t  t o  
w a i t  l o n g e r ,  t h e n  I  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  w r i t e  y o u . "  I t  i s  
h a r d  t o  i m a g i n e  e x a c t l y  w h a t  s o r t  o f  d e f i n i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  
D a v id  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  E g y p t ,  b u t  i t  f i n a l l y  may h a v e  come.
On A p r i l  4 ,  1876 ,  h e  a u t h o r i z e d  P r o f e s s o r  H i l g a r d  t o  s u b m i t  
h i s  name f o r  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  p r e s i d e n c y .  A week  l a t e r  G e n e r ­
a l  Sherm an  a p p r o v e d  h i s  a c t i o n .  He t o l d  D a v id  t h a t  i t  was 
p e r f e c t l y  a l r i g h t  t o  " t h i n k  no  m o re "  a b o u t  E g y p t :  h e  h a d  
"do n e  h i s  du ty ."® ®
When h e  r e o p e n e d  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  
H i l g a r d ,  D a v i d  was c l e a r l y  s t i l l  s h a t t e r e d  by  h i s  E g y p t i a n  
e x p e r i e n c e .  He was a l s o  b a d l y  i n  n e e d  o f  a  j o b .  I f  t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  p r e s i d e n c y  w e re  f i l l e d ,  he  w a n t e d  t o  be  c o n s i d ­
e r e d  f o r  a  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  i n  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  L a t i n ,  E n g l i s h  o r
68T e l e g r a m ,  D. F .  Boyd t o  D r .  E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  O c t o ­
b e r  2 1 ,  1 8 75 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 10; D. F .  Boyd 
t o  E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  March 6 , 1 8 7 6 ,  i b i d . , Box 7 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  
C o l .  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  May 17 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) 
L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
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F r e n c h .  B u t  h e  w a n t e d  i t  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  a h e a d  o f  t i m e  
t h a t  he  was "no  s c h o l a r "  a n d  d i d  n o t  c l a i m  t o  b e .  He a l s o  
t o l d  H i l g a r d  s o m e t h i n g  w h ic h  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  known i n  
L o u i s i a n a :  t h a t  he  was "no t i t l e d  g r a d u a t e "  o f  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  He h a d  " g r a d u a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  s c h o o l s , "  
b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  f o r m a l  d e g r e e  f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
A g a in  D a v id  d i s p l a y e d  h i s  l a c k  o f  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  when h e  
a s k e d  H i l g a r d  t o  g e t  a s s u r a n c e s  o f  h i s  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  f ro m  
p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  t r u s t e e s  b e f o r e  s u b m i t t i n g  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .  Some m i g h t  o b j e c t  t o  h im  b e c a u s e  o f  
h i s  S o u t h e r n  o r i g i n .  H i l g a r d  a n d  H o p k in s  m u s t  " f r a n k l y "  
t e l l  a l l  h i s  b a d  p o i n t s ;  t h e n ,  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  no  m a j o r  o b ­
j e c t i o n s ,  H i l g a r d  m i g h t  s e n d  i n  h i s  name.  N e i t h e r  d i d  he  
p l a n  t o  s e n d  a n y  t e s t i m o n i a l s ,  b e c a u s e  "a n y b o d y  c a n  g e t  a  
c a r t - l o a d  o f  s u c h  p a p e r . "  I n s t e a d ,  he  w o u ld  w r i t e  t h e  R e­
g e n t s  a  s i m p l e  l e t t e r  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n .  " P i c k i n g  a  p r o f e s s o r ,  
o r  p r e s i d e n t ,  s h d  b e  done  much l i k e  c h o o s i n g  a  w i f e ;  a n d  i n  
t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  p o t e n t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  wd h a r d l y  d o . "
D a v i d  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  he  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  " a s p i r e d  s o  h i g h "  
i f  H i l g a r d  h a d  n o t  i n s i s t e d .  B u t  i f  n o t h i n g  came o f  h i s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d .  "One l e s s o n  h a s  been 
p r e t t y  t h o r o u g h l y  r u b b e d  i n t o  me o f  l a t e  y e a r s ;  t o  e x p e c t
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D a v id  may h a v e  l e a r n e d  " t o  e x p e c t  n o t h i n g " f ro m  h i s  
E g y p t i a n  e x p e r i e n c e .  He d i d  n o t  l e a r n  t o  k e e p  h i s  own coun 
s e l .  I m m e d ia t e l y  a f t e r  a p p l y i n g  a t  C a l i f o r n i a ,  he  f i r e d  
o f f  l e t t e r s  t o  f r i e n d s  and c r e d i t o r s  i n  f o u r  s t a t e s  a n d  on 
t h r e e  c o n t i n e n t s  t e l l i n g  them  o f  h i s  p l a n s .  He a l s o  a d ­
v a n c e d  e x p l a n a t i o n s  as  t o  why h e  p r o b a b l y  w o u ld  n o t  g e t  t h e  
j o b .  H i s  " s o u t h e r n  b i r t h "  a n d  " C o n f e d e r a t e  r e c o r d "  would  
work a g a i n s t  him w i t h  t h e  " C a l i f o r n i a  p e o p l e . "  D r .  H i l g a r d  
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  s o ,  b u t  D av id  d i d  n o t  w a i t  t o  f i n d  o u t .  On 
J u l y  2 ,  1876 ,  he  a s k e d  H i l g a r d  t o  w i t h d r a w  h i s  name from 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  He c o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  g e t  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  
he  t o l d  H i l g a r d  i n  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  and  b e s i d e s ,  h i s  " d u t y "  r e ­
q u i r e d  h im  t o  s t a y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  u n t i l  t h e  tv/o s c h o o l s ,  t h e
70U n i v e r s i t y  and  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e ,  f i n a l l y  m erg e d .
®9D av id  Boyd t o  Dr.  E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  March 6 , 1876,  
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7;  D av id  Boyd t o  D r .  E .  W. 
H i l g a r d ,  A p r i l  10 ,  1876,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  
1 8 7 5 -7 6 .
70 David  Boyd t o  A. B. L e v i s s e  ( l e g i s l a t o r ) ,  A p r i l  
11, 1876;  David  Boyd t o  P e n d l e t o n  K in g ,  A p r i l  11,  1876; 
D av id  Boyd t o  J .  P .  McAuley, A p r i l  12, 1876;  D av id  Boyd t o  
D r .  A m e r ic u s  F e a t h e r m a n ,  A p r i l  15, 1876; D av id  Boyd t o  
S w a r b r i c k ’s ,  A p r i l  15,  1876;  D av id  Boyd t o  C. C. L o c k e t t  
(Mrs. Sam u e l  H. L o c k e t t ) ,  A p r i l  10 ,  1876;  D av id  Boyd t o  Dr.  
E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  May 4 ,  1876, i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1875-76 ;  D av id  Boyd t o  Dr.  E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  J u l y  2 ,  1876,  
i b i d . ,  1 8 7 6 -7 7 .
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D u r in g  t h e  summer o f  1876,  f r i e n d s  o f  D a v i d ' s  i n  
New O r l e a n s  u r g e d  him t o  r u n  f o r  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  The D e m o c r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n  was p r e p a r i n g  
t o  m e e t  i n  B a to n  Rouge a n d  some t h o u g h t  D av id  h a d  a n  e x c e l ­
l e n t  c h a n c e  t o  w in  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n .  S w a r b r i c l i ' s ,  t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  l a r g e s t  c r e d i t o r ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  D av id  h a d  "g i -ea t  i n ­
f l u e n c e "  i n  n o r t h  L o u i s i a n a  and  "more h e r e  /New O r l e a n s /  
t h a n  y o u  i m a g i n e . "  B e s i d e s ,  h i s  e l e c t i o n  c o u l d  s a v e  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  D a v i d  a n s w e r e d  a t  once :  "P l e a s e  s a y  no  more
a b o u t  i t  . . .  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t h a t  o r  any  o t h e r  o f f i c e  i n  L a ., 
n o r  w i l l  I  s t a y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  any l o n g e r  t h a n  I can  f i n d  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  do o u t  o f  i t  a" S w a r b r i c k ' s  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  D a v i d ' s  a d am an t  r e f u s a l  u n l e s s  h e  h a d  c o m m i t t e d  h im ­
s e l f  t o  s u p p o r t  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r .  An e x - s t u d e n t  t e a c h i n g  i n  
New O r l e a n s  a l s o  p r e s s e d  D a v i d  t o  be  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  
n o m i n a t i o n .  I n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  he  r e p o r t e d ,  R e p u b l i ­
c a n s  w o u ld  v o t e  f o r  Dav id  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  a nyone  e l s e .  As 
l a t e  a s  J u l y  2 3 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  some d e l e g a t e s  who w a n te d  
t o  p l a c e  h i s  name b e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  B u t  D av id  p l e a d e d  
w i t h  them  t o  r e f r a i n .  To D r .  D upree ,  a  d e l e g a t e  f ro m  B a to n  
R ou g e ,  he i n s i s t e d  i t  w o u ld  v i o l a t e  h i s  p l e d g e  t o  s u p p o r t  
L u s h e r .  More i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  m ig h t  c a u s e  t h e  R a d i c a l s  t o  
wage w ar  a g a i n s t  t h e  s c h o o l .  Under no  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d i d  he
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w a n t  t o  e s t r a n g e  t h o s e  R e p u b l i c a n s  who h a d  b e en  f r i e n d l y  t o
71t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
As t h e  f a l l  o f  1876  a p p r o a c h e d ,  D a v id  was s t i l l  o u t  
o f  a j o b  a n d  s t i l l  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s t a y  i n  L o u i s i a n a  u n t i l  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  
" m e r g e d . ” A f t e r  t h a t ,  he  t o l d  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  h e  w o u l d  
p r o b a b l y  op en  a  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  i n  V i r g i n i a .  But  som eone  
e l s e  would  h a v e  t o  " p r o v i d e  t h e  p r o p e r t y . "  Tom B o y d ,  t h e n  
i n  V i r g i n i a ,  a s k e d  D av id  i f  h e  p l a n n e d  t o  l i v e  i n  W y th e -  
v i l l e .  D a v id  a n s w e r e d  w i t h  a  " f i r m  NO."  I f  he h a d  a n y  
f u n d s  he  m i g h t  l o c a t e  i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  " b u t  a s  f o r  Wythe, 
I  d o u b t  I ’ l l  e v e r  e v en  g o  t h e r e . "  D a v i d  d i d  h a v e  a  f r i e n d  
i n  V i r g i n i a  who c o u l d  h e l p  h im  f i n d  a  s u i t a b l e  pi’o p e r t y  f o r  
a  s c h o o l .  R i c h a r d  H ancock  h a d  b e en  h i s  s t u d e n t  a t  Homer 
b e f o r e  t h e  w a r .  I n  1876 h e  was l i v i n g  i n  A l b e m a r l e  C o u n ty ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  r a i s i n g  b l o o d e d  c a t t l e .  He t h o u g h t  D a v i d  
o u g h t  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a p r o f e s s o r s h i p  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
s c h o o l s .  B u t  D a v i d  r e p l i e d  t h a t  a  p r o f e s s o r  h ad  t o  b e  a
^ S w a r b r i c k ' s  o f  New O r l e a n s  t o  D a v i d  F .  B o y d ,  June  
9 ,  13 ,  1S76;  R.  S .  S t u a r t  t o  D av id  Boyd,  J u l y  5, 1 8 7 6 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  f i l e ,  Box 11; D a v id  
Boyd t o  S w a r b r i c k ’s ,  J u n e  9 ,  1876; D a v i d  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  
Van P e l t ,  J u n e  1 8 ,  1876,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 5 -7 6 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  D r .  J .  W. D u p r e e ,  J u l y  23 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  
i b i d . . 1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
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" s p e c i a l  s c h o l a r . "  He was b a r e l y  a " g e n e r a l  s t u d e n t . "  I t
h a d  b e e n  y e a r s  s i n c e  he  h a d  done  any s t u d y .  " I  am o n l y  f i t
t o  manage a  l a r g e  s c h o o l ,  o r  t e a c h  a l i t t l e  o n e . "  D a v id
t h o u g h t  h e  w o u ld  open  a b o y ’s  s c h o o l  i n  Orange  o r  A l b e m a r l e
c o u n t y  i f  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  V i r g i n i a .  He a s k e d  H a n c o c k  t o  l e t
h im  know i f  a n y  s u i t a b l e  p r o p e r t i e s  w o u l d  be  a v a i l a b l e
72a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1877 .  H a ncock  s e t  t o  work a t  o n c e .  He 
f o u n d  one p r o p e r t y ,  B l e n h e im ,  w h ich  p o s s e s s e d  a l l  t h e  f e a ­
t u r e s  D a v id  w a n t e d  f o r  h i s  s c h o o l .  B u t  i t  was f o r  s a l e ,  
n o t  f o r  i - e n t .  H ancock  o f f e r e d  t o  l e n d  D a v id  $ 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  
t w e l v e  y e a r s  i f  D a v i d  c o u l d  r a i s e  t h e  o t h e r  $ 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  a 
down p a y m e n t .  D a v id  h a d  t o  r e p l y  t h a t  B le n h e im  was  " o u t  o f  
t h e  q u e s t i o n . "  M e an w h i le ,  h e  c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  o t h e r  
f r i e n d s  a b o u t  p o s s i b l e  s i t e s  b e c a u s e  h e  was t o o  p o o r  t o  i n ­
v e s t i g a t e  th em  h i m s e l f . B e s i d e s  V i r g i n i a ,  D a v i d  t r i e d  t o  
f i n d  s u i t a b l e  r e n t a l  p r o p e r t y  i n  West  V i r g i n i a  a n d  i n  M is ­
s i s s i p p i .  By November he  was q u i t e  d i s c o u r a g e d .  To h i s
7 2 D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  1876;
D a v i d  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1876 ;  D av id  Boyd  t o  
R i c h a r d  H a n c o c k ,  S e p te m b e r  2 5 ,  1876,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  L e t -  
t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
73D a v id  Boyd t o  R i c h a r d  J .  H a n c o c k ,  O c t o b e r  15 ,  28 ,  
1876;  D av id  Boyd t o  R. M. V e n a b l e ,  O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  i b i d . ,  
R.  J .  H ancock  t o  D a v id  Boyd, O c t o b e r  2 0 ,  1376,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7 .
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f r i e n d  a t  S w a r b r i c k ' s  h e  w r o t e :
I t  i s  n o t  a  v e r y  a g r e e a b l e  p r o s p e c t ,  a t  b e s t - - s t a r t i n g  
a B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l  now, i n  t h e s e  t i m e s ,  a n d  a t  my a g e .
I  d o n ' t  f a n c y  i t  a t  a l l .  Y e t  I  d o n ' t  s e e  w h a t  e l s e  I 
c a n  e x p e c t  t o  d o ,  by whLch I  c d .  h op e  t o  make a n y ­
t h i n g .  I  m ig h t  g e t  me a  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  i n  a  c o l l e g e ;  
b u t  s u c h  a  p o s i t i o n  wd. n e v e r  g e t  me e v e n  a g a i n  w i t h  
t h e  w o r l d . 7^
I n  D ecem ber ,  1 8 7 6 ,  R i c h a r d  H ancock  r e p o r t e d  t o  Dav id  
t h a t  h e  h a d  f o u n d  a n o t h e r  s u i t a b l e  p r o p e r t y  i n  A l b e m a r l e  
C o u n t y ,  C a l l e d  G reen w o o d ,  i t  was owned by  a  R e v e r e n d  D in -  
w i d d i e  o f  A l e x a n d r i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  h a d  on ce  b e e n  a  b o y ' s  
s c h o o l .  D i n w i d d i e  was w i l l i n g  t o  r e n t  i t ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  p r o ­
v i s o  t h a t  h i s  a g e d  p a r e n t s  l i v e  on  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  D a v i d  was 
u n e n t h u s i a s t i c .  " I  d o n ' t  l i k e  p a r t n e r s h i p s - - t o  be  'm i x e d  
u p '  w i t h  p e o p l e ,  h e n c e  I  wd r a t h e r  n o t  go  t o  G reenw oo d ,  i f  I 
am t o  l i v e  w i t h  o l d  Mr. D i n w i d d i e . "  He h a d  b e e n  a  s c h o o l ­
m a s t e r  f o r  s o  l o n g ,  a  " l i t t l e  M o n a r c h , "  t h a t  h e  h a d  t o  
" r u l e  t h e  r o o s t "  w h e r e v e r  h e  w e n t .  " T h e r e  i s  no  com p ro m ise  
on t h a t  p o i n t l "  h e  t o l d  H a n c o c k .  Y e t  o n l y  f i v e  d a y s  l a t e r  
h e  was t h i n k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  e n g a g i n g  t h e  G reenw ood  
p r o p e r t y . 7 *̂
74D a v id  Boyd t o  J o h n  K e l l y ,  November 15 ,  1876 ;
D a v id  Boyd t o  S w a r b r i c k ' s  November 16 ,  19,  1 8 7 6 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  P . )  L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
^ 5R. J .  H a n co c k  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  Decem ber  13 ,  1876;
Wm. D i n w i d d i e  t o  C o l .  R. J .  H a n c o c k ,  December  1 2 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  i n
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R e l a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g ,  D av id  d i d  n o t  d i s c l o s e  h i s  
b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  p l a n s  t o  many p e o p l e .  B e s i d e s  W i l l i a m  S a n ­
f o r d ,  t h e  S w a rb r ic lc  f i r m ,  and  a  few e x - c o l l e a g u e s  l i v i n g  
o u t s i d e  L o u i s i a n a ,  v e r y  few p e o p l e  knew w h a t  h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  
do o r  w here  h e  m ig h t  go when h e  l e f t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  As he 
e x p l a i n e d  t o  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t ,  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  go t o  E g y p t  
a f t e r  a n n o u n c in g  h i s  p l a n s  " t o  a l l  and  s u n d r y "  l e d  p e o p l e  t o  
q u e s t i o n  h i s  "g ood  s e n s e ,  . . . pow ers  o f  d e c i s i o n  and  e v e n  
. . . /p % /  v e r a c i t y . "  D av id  w o n d e re d  i f  h e  w e re  t a l k i n g  
t o o  much e v en  t o  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t .  I f  h e  d i d  n o t  go t o  V i r ­
g i n i a ,  L o c k e t t  m i g h t  " e x c l a i m  l i k e  many o t h e r s ,  ' p o o r ,  weak 
v a c i l l a t i n g  f e l l o w ,  h e  do es  n o t  know w h a t  he  i s  a b o u t :  he
c a n ' t  make up  h i s  mind  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g ! ' "  The d i f f e r e n c e  
b e tw e e n  a  weak man a n d  a  s t r o n g  o n e ,  D a v id  d e c l a r e d ,  was 
t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  t h o u g h t  t o  h i m s e l f .  The weak man t h o u g h t  
o u t  l o u d .  E v e r y o n e  h e a r d  h im  " w e ig h in g  i f s  and  a n d s . "
D a v id  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  make t h a t  m i s t a k e  a g a i n .  He p r o m is e d  
t o  l e t  L o c k e t t  know h i s  d e c i s i o n  " a s  s o o n  a s  t h i s  weak
Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 10; D av id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van 
P e l t ,  December 18,  1876 ,  i b i d . , Box 5; D a v id  Boyd t o  R. J .  
H an cock ,  December 13 ,  1876,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
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s p e c i m e n  comes t o  a n c h o r . " 7 ® B u t  t h e  "weak s p e c i m e n "  d i d  
n o t  e v e n  w e ig h  a n c h o r  f o r  a l m o s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  Not u n t i l  
1881 would  h e  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  b o a r d i n g  
s c h o o l  i n  h i s  n a t i v e  s t a t e .
76D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  Sam uel  H. L o c k e t t ,  O c to b e r  
2 0 ,  November 2 6 ,  1876,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
CHAPTER V I I I
MORE POLITICS; MORE POVERTY
When t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t s  w e r e  s e n t  home i n  March 
o f  1873 ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was l e f t  w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  t w e n t y  s t u ­
d e n t s .  U n t i l  1877 e n r o l l m e n t  r a r e l y  c l i m b e d  a b o v e  t h a t  num­
b e r .  The f a c u l t y  was a l s o  s h a r p l y  r e d u c e d .  B u t  e v e n  s o ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  p e r i o d s  when t h e  few r e m a i n i n g  p r o f e s s o r s  h a d  l i t ­
t l e  t o  o c c u p y  t h e i r  t i m e .  Tom Boyd k e p t  b u s y  s t u d y i n g  
L a t i n ,  a r r a n g i n g  p a p e r s ,  a n d  c o p y i n g  D a v i d ’s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  
He a l s o  se em s  t o  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  B a t o n  Rouge s o c i e t y .  Nu­
m erous  e n t r i e s  i n  h i s  d i a r y  d e s c r i b e  h i s  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  t o  
t h e  homes o f  p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i ty .  U l t i ­
m a t e l y  D a v id  c o m p l a i n e d  t o  h i s  y ou n g  b r o t h e r .  " S o c i a b i l i ­
t y , "  h e  t o l d  Tom, was o n l y  f o r  r i c h  p e o p l e .  B u t  Tom 
t h o u g h t  D a v id  u s e d  t h e i r  p o v e r t y  a s  a n  e x c u s e .  The r e a l  
r e a s o n  f o r  D a v i d ' s  o b j e c t i o n  s tem m ed  f ro m  h i s  own " i n b o r n  
h o r r o r "  o f  p a y i n g  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  s o c i a l  c a l l s . ' 1'
^Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  O c t o b e r  17,  1875;
March 17, May 13, 1876 .  I n  h i s  own d i a r y ,  D a v id  a d m i t t e d  
t h a t  a l l  f o rm s  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  w e r e  r e p u g n a n t  t o  h im.  
D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  December  2 2 ,  1 8 7 4 .
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I n s t e a d  o f  " s o c i a l i z i n g , "  D a v id  s p e n t  most o f  h i s  
t im e  t r y i n g  t o  b o r r o w  money t o  k e ep  t h e  s c h o o l  and  h i s  f a m i ­
ly  " a l i v e . "  He s t i l l  had  many h o u r s  l e f t  t o  r e a d  w i d e l y ,  t o  
w r i t e  l i t e r a l l y  h u n d r e d s  o f  l e t t e r s ,  t o  cam pa ign  f o r  t h e  a g ­
r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  f u n d ,  a n d  t o  e n g a g e  somewhat i n  p o l i t i c s .  
H is  r e a d i n g  was e c l e c t i c .  B e s i d e s  p e r u s i n g  t h e  s e v e r a l  
B r i t i s h  q u a r t e r l i e s  t o  w h ic h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s u b s c r i b e d ,  he  
k e p t  a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  b e s t  A m er ican  p e r i o d i c a l s .  He e n j o y e d  
b i o g r a p h y  and  h i s t o r y  and h e  was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  w o rk s  o f  
Em erson ,  M i l t o n ,  J o h n  T y n d a l l  and  Thomas H u x ley .  I n  1874 
he e x c h a n g e d  a  number o f  u n u s e d  t e x t  b o o k s  f o r  t h e  w o rk s  o f  
s u c h  a u t h o r s  a s  M o n t e s q u i e u ,  D e s c a r t e s ,  K a n t ,  Comte, M i l l ,  
S p e n c e r  a n d  D a rw in .  He a l s o  fo u n d  t i m e  t h a t  y e a r  a n d  t h e  
n e x t  t o  r e a d  Jo h n  Q u incy  Adam 's  L i f e  o f  J o h n  Adams. The 
D i a r y  o f  John  Q u in c y  Adams, H e r b e r t  S p e n c e r ' s  S o c i o l o g y , a
work on G reek  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  a H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h
2P e o p l e  by G r e e n e .
David  made an  e f f o r t  t o  s t a y  a b r e a s t  o f  new d e v e l o p ­
m ents  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n  t o o .  Much o f  h i s  v o lu m in o u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e tw e e n  
o
Fay,  H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a , 9 3 - 9 5 ;  Da­
v i d  Boyd t o  J a s . A. Gresham, u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 -7 5 ;  Dav id  Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p tem b er  1,  7 ,  19, 
1874; J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  F e b r u a r y  7 ,  13, A p r i l  1, May 2 2 ,  1875 .
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1873 and  1876 was d i r e c t e d  t o  o t h e r  c o l l e g e  p r e s i d e n t s ,  s t a t e  
and c i t y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  s t a t e  s e c r e ­
t a r i e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and v a r i o u s  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  s u c h  as  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  E d u ca ­
t i o n .  From m o s t  o f  them  h e  s o u g h t  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h e y  
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s .  He a s k e d  
c o l l e g e  p r e s i d e n t s  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  h im  t h e i r  v i e w s  and e x p e r i ­
e n c e  a s  t o  t h e  m os t  e f f i c i e n t  m a n n e r  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  c o l l e g e s  and f rom  e v e r y o n e  h e  r e q u e s t e d  m a t e r i a l s  r e -  
l a l i n g  t o  " s c i e n t i f i c "  and  " i n d u s t r i a l "  e d u c a t i o n . ^
A n o t h e r  schem e w h ic h  k e p t  D a v i d  busy  was h i s  p l a n  t o  
s o l i c i t  C o n g r e s s  f o r  F e d e r a l  f u n d s  t o  c r e a t e  and  m a i n t a i n  a 
u n i v e r s i t y  i n  e v e r y  s t a t e .  He a s k e d  C h a r l e s  E l i o t  o f  H a r v a r d ,  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  g i a n t  o f  t h e  e r a , w h a t  he t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  
idea . .  E l i o t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  " r e a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s "  
w ere  e n o u g h  f o r  a n a t i o n  o f  f o r t y  m i l l i o n s .  B u t  i f  D a v id  
m ean t  " p o l y t e c h n i c "  s c h o o l s ,  he a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was " room " 
f o r  o n e  "good o n e "  i n  e a c h  s t a t e .  Even b e f o r e  c o n t a c t i n g  
E l i o t ,  D av id  e n l i s t e d  t h e  a i d  o f  a c o n g r e s s m a n  t o  p u r s u e  h i s  
p l a n .  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  T e r r y  o f  V ix - g in ia  a g r e e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e
D av id  Boyd D i a r y ,  November 1, 1874. See  a l s o  num er­
ous  l e t t e r s  f o r  O c t o b e r  and N ovem ber ,  1874, i n  Boyd (D a v id  
I ' . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  187 4 -7  5.
a  b i l l  w h i c h  w o u ld  g r a n t  one m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  F e d e r a l  l a n d ,  
o r  t h e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  t h e r e o f ,  t o  e a c h  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  a  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y .  D a v id  i n s i s t ­
e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  s t i p u l a t e  t h e  a i d  w o u ld  g o  t o  one  c o l l e g e  
o n l y  i n  e a c h  s t a t e .  I t  m ust  n o t  be  " f r i t t e r e d  away" on s e v ­
e r a l  "puny  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  C o n g re s sm a n  T e r r y  p r e s e n t e d  Da­
v i d ' s  b i l l  i n  1 872 .  A t  t h e  t i m e  a n o t h e r  m e a s u r e  t o  i n c r e a s e  
F e d e r a l  l a n d  g r a n t s  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s i z e  
was a l s o  b e f o r e  t h e  C o n g r e s s .  A c o m p rom ise  b i l l  e m e r g e d .  I t  
w o u ld  augm en t  e a c h  s t a t e ' s  e x i s t i n g  l a n d  g r a n t  f o r  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  c o l l e g e s  by  one  h a l f  m i l l i o n  a c r e s .
When t h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  i n  1873 ,  D a v i d  a s k e d  t h e  
B o a rd  f o r  a  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e .  He w a n t e d  t o  go  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  
t o  h e l p  C o n g re ssm a n  T e r r y  lo b b y  t h e  b i l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  H o u se .
I f  i t  p a s s e d ,  he  was " a l m o s t  c e r t a i n "  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  
c l a i m  h a l f  o f  L o u i s i a n a ' s  s h a r e ,  p e r h a p s  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  a  y e a r .  The 
E x e c u t i v e  C om m it tee  o f  t h e  B o a r d  g r a n t e d  D a v i d ' s  r e q u e s t .  He 
c o u l d  l o b b y  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  "as  l o n g  a s  n e c e s s a r y . "  B u t  c i r ­
c u m s ta n c e s  f o r c e d  D a v i d  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  p l a n s .  The K e l l o g g  
l e g i s l a t u r e  a d j o u r n e d  w i t h o u t  a p p r o p r i a t i n g  a n y  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  c a d e t s  h a d  t o  b e  s e n t  home. 
The B o a r d  h a d  no money t o  s p e n d  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  l e t  a l o n e  i n
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t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l . ^
C o n v in ce d  t h a t  t h e  K e l lo g g  l e g i s l a t u r e  m ean t  t o  
" s t a r v e  them o u t , "  Dav id  r e d o u b l e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  fu n d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  His  l o n g  s t r u g g l e  t o  
t h a t  end w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d  b e lo w .  A more im m e d ia te  p ro b le m  
c o n f r o n t e d  him i n  m i d - 1873.  I n  t h a t  y e a r  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
McWhorter  and h i s  B o a rd  s t e p p e d  up t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  e v i c t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  f rom t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g .  To p r e v e n t  i t ,  D av id  
a p p e a l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n  A u g u s t ,  1873.  He a l s o  
a s k e d  G e n e r a l  Sherman t o  u s e  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  K e l lo g g .  
Sherman t e l e g r a p h e d  t h e  s t a t e  h o u s e  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
and seemed s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  K e l l o g g ' s  r e p l y .  " I  t h i n k  Gover­
n o r  K e l l o g g  f e e l s  a f u l l  s h a r e  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  h a v i n g  a s u c ­
c e s s f u l  U n i v e r s i t y , "  he a s s u r e d  D a v id .  The g e n e r a l  i n v i t e d
D av id  t o  c a l l  on him a g a i n  i f  he t h o u g h t  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  c o u l d
5
h e l p  t h e  s c h o o l .
4
C h a r l e s  E l i o t  t o  Dav id  Boyd, O c t o b e r  26, 1871 i n  
F le m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 8; Dav id  Boyd 
t o  G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  T e r r y ,  A u g u s t  29 ,  1871, i b i d . ;  Box 4;
David  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  L. S a n f o r d ,  J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1873, i b i d . ,
Box 5; M in u te s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C om m it tee ,  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1873.
5
D av id  Boyd t o  G ov e rn o r  W i l l i a m  P. K e l l o g g ,  A u g u s t  9, 
1873, i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 10; W i l l i a m  Sherman t o  
David  Boyd, A u g u s t  12,  1873,  i n  Boyd-Shernian L e t t e r s .
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D a v i d ' s  own r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  K e l l o g g  r e g i m e  
r e m a i n e d  s t r i c t l y  f o r m a l .  He s u b m i t t e d  h i s  a n n u a l  R e p o r t s  
t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b e c a u s e  t h e  law  r e q u i r e d  i t ,  and  h e  a d ­
d r e s s e d  a few b r i e f  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  u n t i l  he  
d e c i d e d  f u r t h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w o u ld  do no  g o o d .  F o r  e x ­
a m p le ,  i n  D ecem ber ,  1 8 7 3 ,  h e  p r o p o s e d  t o  K e l l o g g  t h a t  t h e  
u p c o m in g  l e g i s l a t u r e  m erg e  t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  a n d  t h e  " p r o p o s e d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e . " They s h o u l d  a l l  b e  " o n e , " he  a r g u e d .  
S e p a r a t e l y  t h e y  w o u ld  e a c h  b e  "weak a n d  p u n y ,  and  v e r y  a p t  
t o  d i e . "  He a l s o  a s k e d  G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g  t o  g i v e  t h e  e n t i r e  
A sy lum  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  m e r g e d  s c h o o l s  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t  home. 
The law  a n d  m e d i c a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  ( t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i -  
a n a )  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  New O r l e a n s .
W h e th e r  G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g  e v e r  r e p l i e d  t o  h i s  l e t t e r  
i s  n o t  c l e a r .  B u t  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1874 ,  D a v i d  t r i e d  a g a i n .
The l e g i s l a t u r e  was i n  s e s s i o n  a n d  D a v id  was i n  New O r l e a n s  
t o  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  i n t e r e s t s .  He a t t e m p t e d  t o  
s e e  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t w i c e .  When t h a t  f a i l e d ,  h e  w r o t e  h im  a  
l e t t e r ,  e n c l o s i n g  one  f ro m  Sherm an  w h ic h  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  g o v ­
e r n o r  t o  do  w h a t  h e  c o u l d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  D a v i d ' s
®David Boyd t o  G o v e r n o r  W i l l i a m  P .  K e l l o g g ,  c o p y ,  
Decem ber  2 3 ,  1 8 7 3 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box / ? /
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l e t t e r  a s k e d  f o r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l a r g e  enough  t o  pay  o f f  
t h e  c l a m o r i n g  c r e d i t o r s ,  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t  home i n  B a to n  
Rouge, and  f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  c o l l e g e  fund .  
I n s t e a d ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t e d  a c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  J .  H e n r i  
B u rc h ,  t h e  b l a c k  s e n a t o r  f ro m  B a to n  Rouge,  i n t r o d u c e d  i t  on 
F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1874 .  D av id  t r i e d  t o  s p e e d  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
h o u se  s o  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  a d ­
j o u r n m e n t .  To t h e  h o u s e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  Commit­
t e e  h e  w r o t e :  " I  h a r d l y  know i t s  o b j e c t ;  b u t  you know t h a t
a l l  s u c h  s p e c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a r e  r e f l e c t i o n s  on t h o s e  i n
a u t h o r i t y - - a l t h o ' B u rc h  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  s u c h  an  i n t e r p r e -  
7
t a t i o n . "
The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  l e v e l l e d  a s e r i e s  o f  
c h a r g e s  a t  D a v id :  r e c k l e s s  m is m a n a g in g  o f  f u n d s ;  e x p e n d i n g
money on p i c t u r e s ,  s t a t u e s  a n d  a r t i l l e r y  i n s t e a d  o f  p a y i n g  
c r e d i t o r s  and  f a c u l t y ;  a l l o w i n g  t h e  c a d e t s  t o  b o r e  p e e p  
h o l e s  i n  t h e  w a l l s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  s p y  on t h e  A sylum  i n ­
m a t e s ,  a n d  p o c k e t i n g  f u n d s  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  u n a u t h o r i z e d  
s a l e  o f  b r i c k s  t a k e n  f rom  t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g .  P r o f e s s o r
'D a v i d  Boyd t o  M ic h a e l  Hahn, F e b r u a r y  24 ,  1874; 
D av id  Boyd t o  G o v e rn o r  W i l l i a m  P .  K e l l o g g ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,
1874,  i n  F l e m in g  (W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F .  Boyd L e t ­
t e r s  and  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
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F r a n c i s  V. H o p k ins  w r o t e  a  m u l t i - p a g e  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  
c h a r g e  a nd  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s temmed 
f ro m  t h e  s p i t e f u l  " m a c h i n a t i o n s  o f  a s m a l l  c l i q u e  i n  t h i s  
town / B a t o n  R o u g e / . "  B e h in d  t h e  w h o le  t h i n g ,  H o p k ins  d e ­
c l a r e d ,  w e r e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  McWhorter a n d  s e v e r a l  members 
o f  h i s  B o a r d  who w a n t e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  e v i c t e d  f ro m  t h e  
Asylum b u i l d i n g .  He u r g e d  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  a p r o m i n e n t  
O r l e a n i a n ,  t o  do a l l  h e  c o u l d  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  " s l a n d e r s . "
The U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d  a n d  i t  
h a d  t o  h a v e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  p ay  o f f  i t s  c r e d i t o r s .
O
" O t h e r w i s e ,  we a r e  r u i n e d . "
Bu t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  g o t  n o t h i n g  f rom  t h e  law m akers  
i n  1874 .  B o a r d  member W i l l i a m  S eay  was c o m p l e t e l y  d i s g u s t e d  
w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  and  " p u b l i c  t h i n g s . "  B o th ,  he  w r o t e  D av id  
i n  May, 18 7 4 ,  c o u l d  "g o  t o  t h e  d o g s . "  Seay  a d v i s e d  D av id  
t o  a ban d on  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  " L e t  no i d e a  o f  y o u r  d u t y  t o  
make a n o t h e r  e f f o r t  . . .  i n  f a v o r  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
La.  hav e  a ny  e f f e c t  . . . La.  i s  n o t  r e a d y  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a ­
t i o n . "  The f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  b e s to w  t h e  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  f u n d  on t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o n s t i t u t e d  i t s  " d e a t h  
b l o w . "  Even  a  D e m o c r a t i c  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1875 w o u ld  do no
®Dr. F .  V. H o p k in s  t o  D r .  A. W, Sm ythe ,  c o p y ,  March
1, 1874,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 4 .
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g o o d .  "Such  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w ou ld  come i n  on s u c h  a  wave 
o f  Economy t h a t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  d e b t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,
. . . t h e y  w ou ld  do n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  b u t  l e t  t h e  s c h o o l  d i e . ' ®  
C o l o n e l  Sam uel  L o c k e t t  t o l d  D a v id  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
t h i n g .  L o u i s i a n a  was n o t  r e a d y  f o r  a  f i r s t  c l a s s  U n i v e r s i ­
t y .  D a v i d ' s  m a s s i v e  e f f o r t s  t o  g i v e  h e r  one a n d  h e r  m i s e r ­
a b l e  f a i l u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e en  
enough  t o  c o n v i n c e  e v e n  D a v id .  But  L o c k e t t  knew from e x ­
p e r i e n c e  t h a t  h e  "was w r i t i n g  t o  no p u r p o s e . "  He was r i g h t .  
I n  D ecem ber ,  1874 ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  im p o v ­
e r i s h e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  D a v id  c o u l d  s t i l l  w r i t e  o p t i m i s t i ­
c a l l y :
The R a d i c a l s  a r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  I  h a v e  b e a t e n  them .
They t u r n e d  us  o u t  t o  s t a r v e - - t h e y  h a d  n o t  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  
t o  w ip e  u s  o u t  o f  e x i s t e n c e  by l e g i s l a t i o n  . . . / T h e y /  
e x p e c t e d  u s  t o  go down . . . when t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  a i d  
t h e  ' r e b e l  s e t 1 a s  t h e y  c a l l e d  u s  t h i s  y e a r  . . .
B u rc h ,  t h e  n e g r o  s e n a t o r  f rom  h e r e  t o l d  them  t h e y  c l d  
n o t  k i l l  u s  t h a t  w a y . 10
What p r o b a b l y  s a v e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1874 was t h e  
w h o le  s t a t e ' s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  coming l e g i s l a t i v e  
e l e c t i o n .  Not  e v e n  D a v id ,  an  avowed h a t e r  o f  p o l i t i c s  a nd
g
W. A. Seay  t o  D av id  Boyd, May 24 ,  1874 ,  i n  F lem ing  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 11.
l 0 C o l o n e l  S.  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd, November 2 1 ,  
1874 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 9; D av id  Boyd t o  D r .  J .  C. E g an ,  December 
10 ,  1874,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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p o l i t i c i a n s ,  c o u ld  rem ain a l o o f  in  t h a t  su p erch a rg ed  
p o l i t i c a l  a tm osp h ere . B e s i d e s ,  he had l i t t l e  or n o th in g  
e l s e  t o  do . The U n i v e r s i t y ' s  t o t a l  e n r o l lm e n t  f o r  th e  y ea r  
1874 was o n ly  t h i r t y - o n e  s t u d e n t s ,  who from J u ly  through  
Septem ber w ere n o t  p r e s e n t .  David s t a y e d  c l o s e  t o  h i s  o f ­
f i c e ,  w o r ry in g , w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s ,  and making e n t r i e s  i n  h i s  
d i a r y .
Two th em es  d o m in a t e d  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a n d  h i s  
j o u r n a l  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  summer and  f a l l  o f  1874: p o l i t i c s
a nd  p o v e r t y .  By S e p te m b e r  t h e  f o r m e r  a ssum ed  s o  much im ­
p o r t a n c e  t h a t  he  e v e n  f o r g o t  t h e  " s t a r v i n g  c o n d i t i o n "  o f  
h i s  f a m i l y .  The e v e n t s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  D a v i d ' s  d i s t r a c t i o n  
may be  s k e t c h e d  b r i e f l y .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1874 i t  was c l e a r  
t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  a l i g n m e n t  i n  L o u i s i a n a  h a d  p o l a r i z e d  a l o n g  
r a c i a l  l i n e s .  The F u s i o n  t a c t i c  o f  a p p e a l i n g  f o r  b l a c k  
v o t e s ,  s o  w i d e l y  e n d o r s e d  i n  1872,  f o u n d  a l m o s t  no  f a v o r  i n  
1874 .  Only one c o n s e r v a t i v e  New O r l e a n s  p a p e r  s t i l l  s u p ­
p o r t e d  i t .  The  r e s t  j o i n e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  p r e s s  i n  c a l l i n g  f o r  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a w h i t e  m a n 's  p a r t y .  By Ju n e  w h i t e s  a nd  
b l a c k s  were  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  armed l e a g u e s  a l l  
o v e r  t h e  s t a t e .  M i l i t a r y  d r i l l s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  and  ru m ors  
o f  s t o c k p i l e d  weapons f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e d  t e n s i o n .  I n  New 
O r l e a n s  some o f  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  p l a y e d  l e a d i n g  r o l e s  i n  t h e
3 3 4
C r e s c e n t  C i t y  W h i te  L eag ue .  B u t  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
D e m o c ra t s  were  s l o w  t o  j o i n  t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n s  whose  
avowed p u r p o s e  was t o  o u s t  c a r p e t b a g g e r s  a n d  s c a l a w a y s  f r o m  
o f f i c e j  w h a t e v e r  t h e  c o s t .  L i k e  t h e  R a d i c a l s ,  t h e y  c o n s i d -  
e r e d  som e o f  t h e  L ea g u e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  t o  b e  n o t h i n g  b u t  
K lansm en u n d i s g u i s e d .  D av id  s h a r e d  t h e i r  o p i n i o n .  He 
t h o u g h t  some co m p ro m ise  had  t o  b e  fo u n d ;  t h e  two r a c e s  h a d  
t o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  However, b y  l a t e  J u l y ,  1874, 
t h e  p r o s p e c t s  w e re  n o t  p r o m i s i n g .  I n  B a t o n  Rouge t h e  W h i t e  
League  h e l d  n i g h t l y  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  b l a c k s ,  o r g a n i z e d  i n  
what  p u r p o r t e d  t o  b e  f i f e  an d  drum  c o r p s ,  s t a g e d  n o c t u r n a l  
m a rc h e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s .  To  D av id  i t  " l o o k e d  l i k e
t r o u b l e "  i n  Novem ber .  He t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  b e  "2 y e a r s  more"
. - 11 b e f o r e  p e a c e  came t o  L o u i s i a n a .
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he  t r i e d  t o  a v e r t  d i s a s t e r .  D u r i n g  
J u l y ,  A u g u s t ,  a nd  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 7 4 ,  D av id  w e n t  t o  New O r l e a n s  
f i v e  t i m e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  b o r r o w i n g  e n o u g h  t o  f e e d  h i s  
f a m i l y .  W h i le  t r a v e l i n g  b a ck  a n d  f o r t h  h e  d i s c u s s e d  p o l i ­
t i c s  w i t h  men f ro m  a l l  ove r  t h e  s t a t e .  The c o n v e r s a t i o n s
^ L o n n ,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a , 2 5 3 -5 8 ;  D a v i d  
Boyd D i a r y ,  J u l y  2 4 ,  2 5 ,  1874 .  D av id  o b v i o u s l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  
t r o u b l e  i n  B a to n  R ouge  when t h e  D em o cra ts  a s s e m b l e d  t h e r e  
f o r  t h e i r  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  l a t e  A u g u s t .  On J u l y  24 he  t o l d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  "man o f  a l l  w ork"  t o  d i s m a n t l e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  a n d  
s t o r e  i t  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  by " e a r l y  n e x t  m o n t h . "
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d i d  n o t  e n c o u r a g e  h im .  A l t h o u g h  p r o m i n e n t  D e m o cra t s  i n  
B a to n  Rouge  d e p r e c a t e d  W h i te  L e a g u e  s t r e n g t h ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  " r a s h ,  t h o u g h t l e s s ,  e x t r e m e  men" m i g h t  w e l l  p r o v o k e  a 
r a c e  w a r  i n  Novem ber .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  R a d i c a l s  w e re  c o n ­
c e r n e d .  When D a v id  a r r i v e d  i n  New O r l e a n s  on A u g u s t  3 ,  
1874, h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  g a t h e r i n g  t h e r e  f o r  t h e i r  
s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n  s e e m e d  t o  f e a r  f o r  t h e i r  s a f e t y ,  e s p e c i a l ­
l y  t h e  " c a r p e t b a g g e r "  c l a s s .
I n  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y ,  D a v id  saw h i s  o l d  commanding 
o f f i c e r ,  M ajo r  G e n e r a l  H a r r y  H a y s .  Hays s a i d  h e  h a d  b e e n  
a p p r o a c h e d  by P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t ' s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  Lewis  D e n t ,  
a b o u t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  a  t h i r d  t e r m  i n  1 8 7 6 .  
Hays i n f o r m e d  D e n t  t h a t  G r a n t  m i g h t  be " a c c e p t a b l e "  i f  he  
c o u l d  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  j u d g e  who u p h e l d  K e l l o g g  i n  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1 8 7 2 ,  and i f  h e  p u r s u e d  a  " p e a c e f u l  a n d  
l i b e r a l "  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  S o u t h .  D a v id  a g r e e d  a n d  s o  d i d  
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  D a v id so n  B .  P e n n .  A " l i b e r a l ,  c o n s e r ­
v a t i v e  p o l i c y - - n o  r a d i c a l i s m  o r  W h i te  L e a g u e r s "  was t h e  
b e s t  p o l i c y  f o r  L o u i s i a n a .  And t h e  b e s t  way t o  a c h i e v e  i t  
was t o  w o rk  f o r  a  t h i r d  t e r m .  Then D a v id  rem em b ered  why he  
had  come t o  New O r l e a n s :  " H e r e  I am t a l k i n g  p o l i t i c s  a n d
l 2 D a v id  B oyd  D ia r y ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  3 0 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  A u g u s t  3 ,
1 8 7 4 .
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my w i f e  and  c h i l d r e n  n e a r l y  a t  s t a r v a t i o n  p o i n t . " 13
On A u g u s t  5 ,  1874 ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  c o n v e n e d  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  h o u s e  (M echan ics  I n s t i t u t e )  t o  n o m in a t e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  
t h e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e ,  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r ,  s i x  c o n g r e s ­
s i o n a l  p o s t s ,  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  They r e n o m i n a t e d  
t h e  i n c u m b e n t ,  Negro  A. D u b u c l e t ,  f o r  t h e  t r e a s u r e r ' s  p o s t .  
D a v id  c o n s i d e r e d  D u b u c l e t  a n d  s t a t e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b ­
l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  W i l l i a m  Brown, t h e  b e s t  o f f i c e r s  i n  s t a t e  
g o v e rn m e n t ,  "a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e i r  r a c e . "  He t h o u g h t  D em ocra ts
o u g h t  t o  s u p p o r t  D u b u c l e t .  I t  m ig h t  h e l p  t o  w in  o v e r  t h e
14Negro r a c e  and c o n c i l i a t e  P r e s id e n t  G ra n t.
When D a v id  r e t u r n e d  t o  B a to n  Rouge he  f o u n d  m os t  o f  
t h e  l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n s  f a v o r a b l y  d i s p o s e d  t o  t h e  " t h i r d  t e r m  
i d e a , "  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w o u ld  " k e e p  o u t "  o f  t h e  
coming s t a t e  e l e c t i o n .  " I  t h i n k  t h e  l e a v e n  i s  w o r k i n g , ” 
D av id  n o t e d  i n  h i s  d i a r y .  But  a  few d a y s  l a t e r  h e  was l e s s  
c e r t a i n .  On A u g u s t  14 ,  he  w r o t e  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d  a b o u t  t h e  
p a r i s h  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  D e m o cra t s  a nd  a n t i - r a d i c a l s , t h e n  m e e t ­
i n g  i n  B a to n  R ouge .  I t  d i s t u r b e d  h im  t o  s e e  s u c h  " g r im  d e ­
t e r m i n a t i o n "  f o r  c h a n g e  b u t  no  a g r e e m e n t  on how t o  b r i n g  i t
13 I b i d . , A u g u s t  4 ,  1874 .
1‘1I b i d . , A u g u s t  8 ,  1874;  Bonn, R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n
L o u i s i a n a ,  2 6 1 .
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a b o u t ,  " I  t h i n k  L o u i s i a n a ’s  s u r e s t  way o u t  o f  h e r  t r o u b l e s  
i s  t h r o u g h  G r a n t  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  t e r m , a n d  I h appen  t o  know 
a l m o s t  d i r e c t  t h a t  G r a n t  w a n t s  t h e  3 r d  t e r m , and . . . t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w h i t e s  o f  L a . ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  v h o l e  
S o u t h . "  I f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  o n l y  h a d  a d e f i n i t e  p o l i c y  and  an  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  G r a n t  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o n v e n e d  i n  s t a t e  c o n ­
v e n t i o n  on A u g u s t  2 4 ,  D av id  was s u r e  i t  w o u ld  be  " m e r e ly  a 
w a lk  o v e r  t h e  t r a c k "  i n  November.  But h e  d o u b t e d  t h a t  t h e y  
w o u ld  be  s o  p r u d e n t .  They p r e f e r r e d  t o  l e t  p r e j u d i c e  be 
t h e i r  g u i d e  and  t h e y  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  go down t o  d e f e a t .  
M eanw hi le ,  he  a s k e d  S w a r b r i c k ' s  i n  New O r l e a n s  t o  f i n d  o u t
f ro m  h i s  f r i e n d ,  F r e d  F r e r e t ,  i f  a n y t h i n g  h a d  b e en  h e a r d
1 'if rom  W a s h i n g t o n .  "He w i l l  know w ha t  I  m e a n . "
The D e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n  m et  i n  B a to n  Rouge 
on A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1874 .  W h i te  L eag u e  s e n t i m e n t  p r e d o m i n a t e d ,  
and  " G o v e r n o r "  J o h n  McEnery c a t e r e d  t o  i t  when he  d e l i v e r e d  
w h a t  D a v id  d e s c r i b e d  a s  an  " i n f l a m a t o r y  s p e e c h . "  McEnery 
e n d o r s e d  " b l o o d s h e d "  i f  t h a t  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r i d  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  c a r p e t b a g g e r s .  The d e l e g a t e s  a p p r o v e d .  They 
a d o p t e d  a  p l a t f o r m  w h ic h  b e g an  "We, t h e  w h i t e  p e o p l e  o f
15D av id  Boyd D i a r y ,  A u g u s t  11, 16 ,  1874; D a v id  Boyd 
t o  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  A u g u s t  14 ,  1874; D a v id  Boyd t o  S w ar -  
b r i c k  a n d  C o . ,  A u g u s t  17,  18 7 4 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r -  
b o o k s , 1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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L o u i s i a n a . "  Prom t h e r e  t h e y  p l e d g e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  remove
R a d ic a ls  and N egroes from power, " p e a c e f u l ly  i f  p o s s i b l e ,
f o r c i b l y  i f  n e c e s s a r y . "  A l t h o u g h  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  300
d e l e g a t e s  " a b l e  and  d i g n i f i e d , "  D a v id  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e n t  t o o
f a r .  To L o c k e t t  he  w r o t e :
I  t h i n k  I. c o u l d  b r i n g  them  o u t  o f  t h e i r  t r o u b l e s  on 
a  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  l i n e .  I  wd draw no w h i t e  and  
b l a c k  l i n e  and  w ld  go  f o r  G r a n t  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t e r m .
Then  I  wd t r y  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  Gov. Kemper o f
Va. . . . I n d i v i d u a l l y  m os t  o f  o u r  l e a d i n g  men h e r e
t h i n k  t h a t  way; b u t  when t h e y  g e t  t o g e t h e r  i n  body o r  
c o n v e n t i o n  w i t h  no one  b o l d  e n ough  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  r e a l
v iew s  t h e  W h i te  League  m an ia  r i s e s  t o  a  w h i t e  h e a t .
I f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w e re  c o n s i s t e n t ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t ,  i t  s h o u l d
h a v e  p l e d g e d  i t s e l f  t o  f i g h t  e v e n  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  i f
i t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  u p h o l d  c a r p e t b a g g e r s  " w i t h  t h e  b a y o n e t . "
Any o t h e r  c o u r s e  he c o n s i d e r e d  " n e i t h e r  s e n s i b l e  o r  man-
D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  day s  D a v id  r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  
d i a r y  h i s  f e a r  t h a t  e x t r e m i s m  was g r o w i n g .  W h i te  L e a g u e r s  
w e re  " r u n n i n g  C a r p e t b a g  o f f i c e - h o l d e r s  o f f ; "  n e w s p a p e r s  r e ­
p o r t e d  a  " r a c e  w a r "  n e a r  S h r e v e p o r t  a n d  ru m o rs  t h a t  G r a n t  
i n t e n d e d  t o  s e n d  i n  t r o o p s  c i r c u l a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  
D a v id  d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e ;  i t  was bound  t o  b r i n g
- ^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  P . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 -7 5 ;  D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  A u g u s t  
2 4 ,  2 5 ,  1874; Lonn, R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  2 6 2 - 6 3 .
339
r e t a l i a t i o n  an d  u l t i m a t e  d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  w h i t e s .  B u t  i f  t h e  
w h i t e s  m ea n t  t o  wage w a r ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  s t o p  a f t e r  m ur­
d e r i n g  a  few  " p o o r  d e v i l s . "  T h a t  was c o w a r d l y .  They s h o u l d
go a f t e r  t h e  r e a l  "au thor  o f  C a rp e tb a g g ery  (U n c le  S a m ) , "
17e v en  t h o u g h  f a i l u r e  was c e r t a i n .
When he  r e t u r n e d  t o  New O r l e a n s  on S e p te m b e r  2 ,
1874 ,  D a v i d  f o u n d  n o t h i n g  t o  e n c o u r a g e  h im .  Even  h i s  
f r i e n d s  w e r e  t a l k i n g  o f  " r u n n i n g  o f f "  G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g  a nd  
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e rn o r  C. C. A n t o i n e  s o  t h a t  t h e  more a c c e p t ­
a b l e  Tom A n d e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e ,  m ig h t  assum e  
t h e  g o v e r n o r ’s  o f f i c e .  D a v id  c o u n t e r e d  t h a t  K e l l o g g ,  
A n t o i n e ,  McEnery a n d  P e n n  s h o u l d  a l l  r e s i g n .  Then  A n d e r s o n  
w o u ld  be  t h e  g o v e r n o r  " l e g a l l y . "  B u t  h e  h a d  l i t t l e  h o pe  
t h a t  h i s  i d e a  w o u ld  b e  a c c e p t e d .  H is  f r i e n d s  w e re  t o o  im ­
p a t i e n t .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e  w h i t e  m a n ' s  p a r t y  i n  New O r l e a n s  was 
a " m i s e r a b l e  s e t , "  W i l l i a m  F r e r e t ,  a  f o r m e r  B o a rd  member,  
s a i d  e v e n  t h e  l e a d e r s  c o u l d  n o t  a g r e e  on a  c o u r s e  o f  a c ­
t i o n . ^ -®
To a v o i d  b l o o d s h e d  a n d  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  F e d e r a l
17D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  3 1 ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  2 ,
4 ,  1 8 7 4 .
1 8 I b i d . , S e p te m b e r  4 ,  1 8 7 4 .
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i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  D a v id  d e c i d e d  t o  a p p r o a c h  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  
D a v i d s o n  Penn  t o  s e e  i f  h e  w o u ld  r e s i g n  a l o n g  w i t h  K e l l o g g ,  
A n t o i n e  a nd  McEnery.  P e n n  d o u b t e d  t h a t  s u c h  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  
c o u l d  be  w o rk e d  o u t ,  b u t  h e  was w i l l i n g  t o  do  a n y t h i n g  p o s ­
s i b l e  t o  make t h e  r e s u l t i n g  g o v e rn m e n t  l e g a l .  A l t h o u g h  h e  
t h o u g h t  A n d e r s o n  w o r s e  t h a n  K e l l o g g ,  he  w o u ld  a c c e p t  h im  a s  
g o v e r n o r  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  " p e a c e  & l e g a l i t y . "  The l i e u ­
t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  d i d  n o t  p r o m i s e  t o  r e s i g n  i n  s o  many w o r d s ,  
b u t  D av id  t h o u g h t  he  was w i l l i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t .  He a s k e d  
Penn  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  i d e a  t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s . I f  
K e l l o g g  o b j e c t e d ,  D a v id  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  
c o u l d  i n d u c e  him t o  c h a n g e  h i s  mind.-*-®
F o r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  days  D a v i d  w en t  a b o u t  New O r ­
l e a n s  p r o m o t i n g  h i s  c o m p ro m ise  s c h e m e .  He saw  Tom A n d e r s o n  
who t h o u g h t  K e l l o g g  a n d  A n t o i n e  w o u l d  r e s i g n  w i t h o u t  d i f ­
f i c u l t y .  A n d e r s o n  i n t i m a t e d  t h a t  K e l l o g g  w o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  be 
c o m p e n s a t e d  w i t h  an  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  S e n a t e .  On t h e  
D e m o c r a t i c  s i d e ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t  McEnery was t h e  m ain  p r o b l e m  
u n l e s s  t h e  "O ld  D e m o c r a t s "  c o u l d  f o r c e  him t o  w i t h d r a w .  
M e an w h i le ,  t h e  New O r l e a n s  M e t r o p o l i t a n  p o l i c e  o u t r a g e d  O r ­
l e a n i a n s  by s e i z i n g  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  w eapons  d e s t i n e d
1 9 l b i d . , S e p te m b e r  5 ,  1 8 7 4 .
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f o r  W h i te  L e a g u e r s .  The c i t i z e n r y  h o w le d  a t  w h a t  t h e y
c o n s i d e r e d  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s . "
F e a r i n g  an  o u t b r e a k  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  D a v id  a n d  W i l l i a m
F r e r e t  r e d o u b l e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  p l a n
a c c e p t e d .  I f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  by  F r i d a y ,  S e p te m b e r  1 1 ,
D a v id  t h o u g h t ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  t o o  l a t e .  T he  p e o p l e  w o u ld  be
" r u s h e d  i n t o  w a r "  by t h e i r  t h o u g h t l e s s  l e a d e r s  a n d  t h e  r e -
20s u i t  w ou ld  b e  d i s a s t e r .
D a v id  h a d  t o  go home on S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  12 ,  b u t  
h e  was b a c k  i n  New O r l e a n s  a t  6 : 3 0  a .m .  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Mon­
d a y .  B e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  c i t y  h e  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d  d e s c r i b i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  
m e t r o p o l i s  a n d  s u m m a r i z i n g  h i s  own a t t i t u d e s :
A l l  i s  s e e m i n g l y  q u i e t  i n  N.O. . . .  b u t  t h e  t r u t h  i s  
t h e  f e e l i n g  i s  a t  a  w h i t e  h e a t  . . .  I t  may be  a 
month b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e  move; b u t  t h e y  a r e  b u s i l y  o r ­
g a n i z i n g  . . . t h e r e  i s  a s  y e t  a  w a n t  o f  a  c l e a r - c u t
p l a n ;  n o r  i s  t h e r e  a  l e a d e r .  . . .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  o p i n i o n  
i s  d i v i d e d  w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h d  s t a n d  b a c k  f o r  U n c le  Sam 
i f  h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  u p h o l d  t h e  C a r p e t b a g g e r s  . . .  I 
t h i n k  h a l f - m e a s u r e s  i n  war  a r e  n o t  w i s e ;  a n d  o n c e  we 
a r e  s a t i s f i e d  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n ,  we
s h d  draw t h e  s w o r d ,  a n d  f l i n g  away t h e  s c a b b a r d .
He t o l d  S a n f o r d  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  e f f e c t  a  c o m p r o m is e .  B u t
he  now t h o u g h t  i t  " h a r d l y  p r a c t i c a b l e . " They m u s t  g e t
^ I b i d . , S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  1874;  Lonn ,  R e c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a , 2 6 8 - 6 9 .
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r e a d y  f o r  a  f i g h t ,  w h ich  w o u l d  p u t  t h e m  i n  a " b a d  b o x , "
But  a t  l e a s t  t h e y  w o u ld  p e r i s h  " l i k e  t r u e  men i n  a  good 
c a u s e . 1,21
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  when D a v i d  g o t  t o  New O r l e a n s  he  a nd  
W i l l  F r e r e t  made a n o t h e r  v a i n  e f f o r t  t o  s e e  Tom A n d e r s o n  i n  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  c o m p r o m is e .  By t h a t  t i m e  i t  was e l e v e n  
o ' c l o c k .  A h u ge  c i t i z e n s 1 r a l l y  c a l l e d  f o r  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  
S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  was  a s s e m b l i n g  a t  C la y  S t a t u e .  D a v i d  d i d  
n o t  a t t e n d .  He w as  t r y i n g  a g a i n  t o  f i n d  A n d e r s o n  b u t  w i t h ­
o u t  s u c c e s s .  The  c i t i z e n r y ,  m e a n w h i le ,  demanded t h a t  
G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g  r e s i g n .  J u d g e  D i b b l e  d e c l i n e d  i n  h i s  name, 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  w o u l d  n o t  t r e a t  w i t h  a  g r o u p  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
an  a rm e d  mob. A b o u t  t h r e e - t h i r t y  p .m .  D a v id  w e n t  t o  t h e  
s t e a m e r  Selma on  w h ic h  he  p l a n n e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  B a t o n  Rouge 
l a t e r  t h a t  d a y .  E n r o u t e  he  s a w  M e t r o p o l i t a n  p o l i c e  s t a ­
t i o n e d  a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  C a n a l  S t r e e t .  B e s i d e s  
m u s k e t s  a n d  s i d e  a r m s ,  t h e y  h a d  f o u r  p i e c e s  o f  a r t i l l e r y .  
Then h e  c h e c k e d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  
m a s se d  i n  a d j o i n i n g  s t r e e t s .  A t  a b o u t  f o u r  p .m .  t h e  c i t i ­
z e n s 1 f o r c e s  a t t a c k e d  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n s .  The p o l i c e  f e l l  
b a c k  t o  t h e  C u s to m s  House ,  l o s i n g  t h r e e  o f  t h e i r  g un s  t o
2 1 D avid  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  S ep tem b er  1 4 ,  1874,
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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t h e  c i t i z e n s .  G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g  w i t h d r e w  t o  t h e  Custom s 
House a l s o ,  a n d  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  c i t y  
p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  The n e x t  day  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  Penn  
r e p l a c e d  a l l  t h e  K e l l o g g  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  t h o s e  " l e g a l l y  
e l e c t e d "  i n  1 8 7 2 .  By e l e v e n  a .m .  o f  S e p t e m b e r  15 ,  t h e  r e v ­
o l u t i o n  was d e c l a r e d  a  s u c c e s s  a n d  the  p o p u l a c e  p r o c e d e d  t o
22c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  a  p a r a d e .
D a v id  was s u r e  t h a t  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  w o u ld  i n t e r v e n e  
a s  s o o n  a s  w o rd  r e a c h e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  I f  G r a n t  d i d  n o t  
a c t ,  t h e  K e l l o g g  r e g i m e  was c e r t a i n  t o  t o p p l e .  B u t  Wash­
i n g t o n  w ou ld  n o t  l e t  L o u i s i a n a ' s  " p o o r  p e o p l e "  o f f  s o  e a s ­
i l y .  I f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  m ea n t  t o  f i g h t ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t ,  t h e i r  
commander ,  F .  N. Ogden, s h o u l d  f a l l  b a c k  t o  t h e  A t c h a f a l a y a  
a n d  t h e  Red R i v e r s .  A bou t  t h r e e  p .m .  on S e p t e m b e r  1 5 ,  
P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t ' s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  a p p e a r e d  on t h e  s t r e e t s .  I t  
o r d e r e d  t h e  c i t i z e n s  t o  d i s p e r s e  w i t h i n  f i v e  d a y s .  The 
n e x t  day  D a v id  w e n t  t o  s e e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  P e n n .  He 
u r g e d  t h a t  a n  e x p l a n a t o r y  w i r e  b e  s e n t  t o  S h e rm a n ,  Penn  
a g r e e d  and  by t h r e e  p .m .  D a v id  b o r r o w e d  e n o u g h  money t o  
s e n d  i t .  The  t e l e g r a m  made a  s t r o n g  p l e a  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
22D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  14 ,  15 ,  1874;  Lonn, 
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a , 2 7 0 - 7 2 .  Lonn p u t  t h e  number  
k i l l e d  a t  f o r t y - f o u r .
I n  D a v i d ' s  w o rd s :  "The i n t e n s e  d i s g u s t  o f  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e
and  w o r t h  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  came n a t u r a l l y  t o  a  h e a d ,  and  l i k e  
a huge  b o i l  b u r s t . 11 He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  no h o s t i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e rn m e n t  o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  was i n t e n d e d .
The c i t y  was " q u i e t  and  o r d e r l y "  a n d ,  w i t h  o n l y  a few e x ­
c e p t i o n s ,  " p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s f i e d "  w i t h  t h e  o u tco m e .  Only t h e  
b l a c k  p o l i t i c i a n s  w e re  d i s p l e a s e d .  A c t i n g  G o v e rn o r  Penn 
was r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  L i b e r a l  R e p u b l i c a n  who o p p o s e d  t h e  
W hi te  L eagu e ,  t o o k  no p a r t  i n  t h e  B a to n  Rouge c o n v e n t i o n ,  
and  was h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  by t h e  b l a c k s .  " I f  t h e  go v e rn m e n t  
can  o n l y  l e t  m a t t e r s  r e m a in  a s  t h e y  now a r e ,  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  
o u r  p e o p l e ,  e x c e p t  a few p o l i t i c i a n s ,  w i l l  be  s a t i s f i e d ;  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  o f  La.  w i l l  t r o u b l e  t h e  g o v t ,  and  Gen­
e r a l  G r a n t  no more;  and  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  p e o p l e
n o
( w h i t e  and  b l a c k )  w i l l  become h i s  f a s t  f r i e n d s . "  Mean­
w h i l e ,  rum ors  c i r c u l a t e d  t h a t  G e n e r a l  Emory,  t h e  F e d e r a l  
commander, w o u ld  s o o n  demand s u r r e n d e r  f rom  t h e  Penn g o v e r n ­
m en t ,  C o n f e r e n c e s  i n v o l v i n g  McEnery,  Penn ,  K e l l o g g ,
P a c k a r d ,  and  G e n e r a l  Emory t o o k  p l a c e  on S e p te m b e r  17,  and  
D av id  h o p e d  t h a t  some com prom ise  w ou ld  be  e f f e c t e d .  B u t  i f  
t h e  ru m o rs  p r o v e d  c o r r e c t  and  Emory i n s i s t e d  on s u r r e n d e r ,
23 D av id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Sherm an,  t e l e g r a m ,  S e p te m ­
b e r  16, 1874,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 -7 5 .
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D a v id  t h o u g h t  t h e  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  f i g h t  t o  " t h e  b l o o d y  
e n d . " 24
I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  D a v id  r e c e i v e d  w ord  
f ro m  B a to n  Rouge t h a t  N e g ro e s  h a d  a t t a c k e d  t h e  n e a r b y  com­
m u n i t y  o f  Bayou S a r a  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 7 t h .  G e n e r a l  
Emory d e s p a t c h e d  U. S .  t r o o p s  f ro m  B a t o n  Rouge t o  p u t  down 
t h e  d i s o r d e r  w h i l e  i n  B a to n  Rouge i t s e l f ,  a  C o m m it te e  o f  
F o u r t e e n  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  town and  demanded  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  guns  t o  k e e p  them  o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  o f  N e g r o e s .  
On S e p te m b e r  I S ,  D a v id  e x p l a i n e d  t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  t h e n  
i n  c h a r g e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  why h e  was s t a y i n g  on i n  New 
O r l e a n s .  He w a n t e d  t o  h e l p  f i n d  a  way o u t  o f  " t h e  s c r a p e  
w h ic h  o u r  p e o p l e  h a v e  g o t t e n  i n t o . "  He was k e e p i n g  Sherm an 
" i n f o r m e d "  a n d  h e  t h o u g h t  a c o m prom ise  was p o s s i b l e .  B u t  
t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  D a v id  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  K e l l o g g  g o v e rn m e n t  was 
a b o u t  t o  be  r e s t o r e d .  D e s p o n d e n t ,  h e  t e l e g r a p h e d  Sherm an 
a g a i n  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  B a to n  R o ug e .  R e s t o r a t i o n  o f  Gov­
e r n o r  K e l l o g g  w o u ld  r e s u l t  i n  a n a r c h y  a n d  l a w l e s s n e s s ,  h e  
d e c l a r e d .  "Due r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l i f e  and  
p r o p e r t y  demands a  m i l i t a r y  o r  p r o v i s i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h e
24 D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  15 ,  16, 17 ,  1874;  
D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  S e p t e m b e r  17, 1S74,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  a nd  
R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
e n d e d . 25
A few d a y s  a f t e r  h e  r e a c h e d  home D a v i d  h e a r d  f rom  
S h e rm a n .  The g e n e r a l  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a t  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  when 
D a v i d ' s  t e l e g r a m s  a r r i v e d .  They  w e re  c o p i e d  a n d  s e n t  t o  
h im a t  C o lum bus ,  O h io .  " I  d i d  n o t  a n s w e r  b e c a u s e  i t  s im p ly  
w o u ld  h a v e  c o m p l i c a t e d  m a t t e r s .  M a t t e r s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  i n ­
v o l v i n g  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  a  s t a t e  do  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  me a s  h e a d  
o f  t h e  a rm y,  b u t  a r e  p r o p e r l y  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
whose  a c t i o n  i s  o f  c o u r s e  b i n d i n g  on me a n d  a l l  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  a r m y . "  T hen  Sherm an  e x p r e s s e d  r e g r e t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
New O r l e a n s  h a d  t a k e n  i t  u p o n  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  g o v ­
e r n m e n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  No m a t t e r  how u n p o p u l a r  K e l l o g g  w a s ,  
he  was t h e  l e g a l  g o v e r n o r .  Mob a c t i o n ,  h o w e v e r  " r e s p e c t a b l d 1 
t h e  mob, c o u l d  n o t  c h a n g e  t h a t  f a c t .  He a s s u r e d  D av id  t h a t  
u p r i s i n g s  l i k e  t h e  one  i n  New O r l e a n s  d i d  n o t h i n g  b u t  harm  
t o  " t h e  p e o p l e  o f  y o u r  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  a l l  
p e o p l e  e v e r y w h e r e . "  He c o u n s e l e d  p a t i e n c e  a n d  f o r b e a r a n c e  
i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t r y .  He a l s o  a p p e a r e d  t o
2 D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  18 ,  19 ,  1874;  W i l l i a m  
Van P e l t  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  t e l e g r a m ,  S e p t e m b e r  18 ,  1874 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  
S h e rm an ,  t e l e g r a m ,  S e p t e m b e r  19 ,  1874 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  
P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  S ep tem ber
18,  1 8 7 4 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd 
L e t t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
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be  o f f e r i n g  D a v id  a  m i l d  r e p r i m a n d  a n d  a b i t  o f  a d v i c e :
I am d e t e r m i n e d  s o  f a r  a s  I  am p e r s o n a l l y  c o n c e r n e d ,  
t o  s t i c k  c l o s e  t o  my o f f i c e ,  w h ic h  i s  s i m p l e  a nd  
p l a i n - ~ v i z .  m ind  my own b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  i f  a l l  w i l l  do  
l i k e w i s e  I  t h i n k  p r o s p e r i t y  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  a l l  p a r t s  
o f  t h e  l a n d  more s p e e d i l y  t h a n  by a ny  a t t e m p t  t o  
r e a c h  i t  by v i o l e n c e  o r  u n l a w f u l  m e a s u r e s .
D a v id  a n s w e r e d  a  few d a y s  l a t e r .  He was s i c k  o v e r  
L a . ' s  c a s e . "  The p e o p l e  h a d  h o p e d  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  
w o u ld  f i n d  " a s  much law  t o  l e t  u s  a l o n e  now a s  he d i d  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  u s  two y e a r s  a g o . " D a v id  knew Sherman h a d  
n o t  h a d  a n y t h i n g  " o f f i c i a l l y "  t o  do w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  L o u i s i a n a .  He o n l y  w a n t e d  h im t o  know t h e  " r e a l  
s t a t e  o f  t h e  f a c t s . "  He m arked  h i s  t e l e g r a m s  " p r i v a t e , "  
n e v e r  e x p e c t i n g  t h a t  a n y o n e  e x c e p t  Sherm an  w o u ld  s e e  t h e m .  
H is  o n l y  i n t e n t i o n ,  D a v id  d e c l a r e d ,  was t o  h a v e  " p o o r  
L a , ' s "  s i d e  known by a  " t h i n k i n g  man” o f  t h e  N o r th  i n  c a s e  
P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t  h a p p e n e d  t o  a s k  h i s  ( S h e r m a n ' s )  o p i n i o n .  
D a v id  t h o u g h t  m o s t  o f  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t ' s  a d v i s e r s  g a v e  h im  
i n c o r r e c t  c o u n s e l  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e  t h e i r  p a r t y  
a n d  t o  " k e e p  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  o f f i c e . "  Then  h e  c o n c l u d e d  by 
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  " g a n g r e n e "  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e .  
U n l e s s  i t  w e re  r e m o v e d ,  i t  w o u ld  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  S o u t h  and
26W i l l i a m  T. Sherm an t o  D a v id  B oyd,  S e p te m b e r  2 1 ,  
1.874, i n  B oyd-Sherm an  L e t t e r s .
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t h e  w h o le  n a t i o n ,  " a n d  t h e n  y o u - - t h e  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e
27Army—w i l l  h a v e  y o u r  h a n d s  f u l l  i n d e e d . "
D a v i d ’s  l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s  a b o u t  t h e  New O r leans  
R i o t  w e r e  som ew hat  more e m o t i o n a l  t h a n  t h e  w i r e s  h e  s e n t  
S h e rm a n .  To C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  he  c a s t i g a t e d  t h e  " e x t r e m e  
D e m o c r a t s "  who, i n  t h e  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  u p r i s i n g ,  r e f u s e d  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  McEnery i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  com­
p r o m i s e .  They  w e r e  " o l d  m o s s - b a c k s . "  To Dr .  F r a n c i s  Hop­
k i n s  h e  w r o t e :
The La.  q u e s t i o n  i s  now a  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n .  Mr.
C u f f e y ,  t o  s e c u r e  h i s  f r e e d o m ,  b r o u g h t  u s  o n e  
w a r - - a  t e r r i b l e  o n e .  W i l l  h e  b r i n g  on a n o t h e r  war ,  
i n  h i s  and  t h e  R a d i c a l ' s  s i l l y  a t t e m p t  t o  make him, 
w h a t  God h a s  s a i d  he  s h d  n o t  b e - - t h e  e q u a l  o f  t h e  
w h i t e  man? When U n c le  Sam c o n fo r m s  t o  t h e  l a w  o f  
n a t u r e  a n d  t o  t h e  w i s h  o f  n a t u r e ' s  God, h e  w i l l  be 
s a f e  a n d  h a p p y ;  o t h e r w i s e  o u r  U n c le  Sam, l i k e  a l l  
t h i n g s  e a r t h l y ,  t h a t  o p p o s e  God a n d  n a t u r e ,  m u s t  
p e r i s h .  T h i s  m u s t  b e  t h e  w h i t e  m a n ' s  c o u n t r y .  I t  
was n e v e r  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  t h e  N e g r o ' s  o r  C h i n a m a n ' s  
c o u n t r y .  W i t h  a  n e g r o  f o r  P r e s i d e n t ,  Jo h n  Chinaman 
f o r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  a n  I n d i a n  f o r  C h i e f  J u s t i c e ,  a 
M alayan  f o r  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
a n d  t h e  A n g l o - S a x o n  t o  f o o t  t h e  b i l l s , t h i s  w i l l  
i n d e e d  be  a  g l o r i o u s  c o u n t r y . 28
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  T, S h e rm an ,  S e p t e m b e r  26 ,  
1 8 7 4 ,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F .  Boyd L e t ­
t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
28 D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l .  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  S e p te m b e r  2 6 ,
1 8 7 4 ;  D av id  Boyd t o  D r. F . V. H o p k in s ,  S ep tem b er  3 0 ,  1874 ,
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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When D a v i d  r e a c h e d  B a to n  Rouge on S e p te m b e r  2 0 ,
187 4 ,  he  fo u n d  a  c i t i z e n s '  C o m m it tee  o f  F o u r t e e n  i n  c h a r g e  
o f  t h e  tow n .  As i n  many p a r i s h e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  w h i t e s  
h a d  " r u n  o f f "  R a d i c a l  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  summer 
a n d  f a l l  o f  1 8 7 4 .  But  when K e l l o g g  was r e s t o r e d  a n d  F e d e r a l  
t r o o p s  beg an  t o  a r r i v e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  r e g i m e ,  t h e  v a r i ­
ous  W h i te  L eague  C o m m it te e s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  h a d  t o  g i v e  up  
pow er  t o  t h e  K e l l o g g  o f f i c i a l s .  In  B a t o n  Rouge t h e  Commit­
t e e  o f  F o u r t e e n  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m e c h a n i c s  o f  r e t r o c e s s i o n  f o r  
two d a y s .  D a v i d ,  i n v i t e d  t o  s i t  i n  a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
t h o u g h t  t h e y  s h o u l d  do n o t h i n g  u n t i l  t h e y  h e a r d  f ro m  
McEnery and  P e n n .  But t h e  C o m m it tee  d e c i d e d  t o  s t e p  down 
a t  o n c e .  H ow ever ,  b e f o r e  K e l l o g g ' s  o f f i c i a l s  t o o k  o v e r ,  
D a v id  r e c l a i m e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  g u n s .  He w o u ld  n o t  g i v e
them  u p  a g a i n  u n l e s s  a s s u r e d  t h e y  w o u l d  be  s e n t  o u t  o f  t h e  
99p a r i s h .
D u r in g  t h e  r e s t  o f  1874 D a v i d ' s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  
c o n s i s t e d  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  l e t t e r w r i t i n g .  He was b i t t e r  
i n  t h e  e x t r e m e .  The E a s t  B a t o n  Rouge R a d i c a l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e s p e c i a l l y  o f f e n d e d  h im :  "One . . .  i s  a
p o o r  n e g r o  who w as  a c t u a l l y  b o r n  i n  t h e  P e n i t e n t i a r y
29D a v id  Boyd D ia r y ,  S ep tem b er  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  1 8 7 4 .
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h e r e —w h i l e  h i s  m o th e r  was a  c o n v i c t ]  . . .  I s  t h a t  n o t  
l i t e r a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  i n  i n i q u i t y  a n d  b o r n  i n  s i n ?" He was 
n o t  much k i n d e r  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  L o u i s i a n a  n o t  o n l y  n e e d ­
e d  l e s s  o f  t h e  " C a r p e t b a g g e r  a n d  t h e  n i g g e r . "  She  a l s o  
c o u l d  s t a n d  some im p ro v e m e n t  among h e r  "o l d e s t  a n d  b e s t . "  
"Men o f  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  h i g h  s t a n d i n g  who a b u s e  t h e  
c a r p e t - b a g g e r  f o r  t a k i n g  a  b r i b e  t h e m s e l v e s  o f f e r  t h a t  
b r i b e ] " 30
On November 2 ,  1S74,  D a v i d  w e n t  t o  t h e  p o l l s .  He 
d i s l i k e d  h a v i n g  t o  w a i t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  N e g ro e s  f o r  t h e  " a u g u s t  
p r i v i l e g e "  o f  v o t i n g .  He a l s o  d e p l o r e d  t h e  b a l l o t  s y s t e m  
a s  a  " c h e a t  a n d  a s w i n d l e , "  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n a b l e  some 
" c o w a r d l y  s n e a k " t o  h i d e  t h e  way h e  v o t e d .  The o n l y  h o n e s t  
way t o  v o t e ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  was v i v a  v o c e . R a d i c a l s  c a r r i e d  
E a s t  B a to n  Rouge P a r i s h  e a s i l y .  J .  H e n r i  B u r c h ,  t h e  b l a c k  
s e n a t o r ,  won r e e l e c t i o n  and  a l l  t h r e e  members e l e c t e d  t o  
t h e  h o u s e  w e r e  R e p u b l i c a n .  But  on  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l ,  D a v id  
e x p e c t e d  D e m o c r a t s  t o  c a r r y  t h e  h o u s e .  I f  t h e y  d i d ,  h e  
h o p e d  t h e y  w o u ld  o r d e r  a  r e c o u n t  o f  t h e  1872 r e t u r n s .  A 
few  d a y s  l a t e r  D a v id  b e g a n  t o  e x p r e s s  f e a r s  t h a t  t h e
^ ° D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L. B ro u n , O c to b e r  2 1 ,  1874;
D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l .  E . L. Cunningham , O c to b e r  2 4 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  i n
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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R e t u r n i n g  B o a rd  w o u ld  c o u n t  t h e  D e m o c ra t s  o u t .  G e n e r a l
L o n g s t r e e t  was on t h e  B o a rd  a n d  h e  " w i l l  do  a n y t h i n g . "  But
D a v id  r e f u s e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Tom A n d e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
31s e n a t e ,  w o u ld  t o l e r a t e  a n y t h i n g  " d e l i b e r a t e l y  f r a u d u l e n t . "
By l a t e  November he  was n o t  s o  s u r e .  The R e t u r n i n g  
B o a r d ,  h e  w r o t e  E dw ard  Cunn ingham ,  w o u ld  s u r e l y  make a 
" f a l s e  r e t u r n "  u n l e s s  r e s t r a i n e d  by  a  w h o le som e  " f e a r  f o r  
t h e i r  l i v e s . "  Most o f  them  w e r e  " g r e a t  s c o u n d r e l s , — Long­
s t r e e t ,  Gov. (Mat)  W e l l s  & a  n e g r o  s o n  o f  Duncan F .  K enner  
b e i n g  a  m a j o r i t y . "  I t  h u r t  D a v i d  t o  s e e  L o n g s t r e e t  i n  s u c h  
company,  b u t  h e  was f o r c e d  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  was 
a  v e r y  b a d  man. "What a  f a l l  f o r  t h e  a s s o c i a t e  o f  L e e . "  
C o n g r e s s  r e c o n v e n e d  on Decem ber  7 ,  1874 .  D a v id  b e l i e v e d  t h e  
R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d  was w a i t i n g  t o  s e e  w h a t  G r a n t ' s  a t t i t u d e  
t o w a r d  L o u i s i a n a  w o u l d  b e  b e f o r e  a n n o u n c i n g  i t s  d e c i s i o n .
I f  C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  i n t e n d e d  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  R a d i ­
c a l s ,  no  d o u b t  t h e  R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d  w o u ld  a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y .
I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  e v e r y o n e  on i t  p l u s  t h e  R a d i c a l  l e a d e r s  
s h o u l d  b e  "s e i z e d  a n d  h u n g . "  D a v id  was r e a d y  t o  h e l p .  He 
w r o t e  J .  C. M oncure ,  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  s t a t e  
t r e a s u r e r ,  t h a t  h e  was w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  i f  Moncure w e re
^ D a v i d  Boyd D i a r y ,  November 2 ,  5 ,  9 ,  1 8 7 4 .
3 5 2
" c o u n t e d  o u t . "  When t h e  R e t u r n i n g  B o a rd  f i n a l l y  a c t e d ,  i t  
c e r t i f i e d  f i f t y - t h r e e  R e p u b l i c a n s  a n d  f i f t y - t h r e e  D e m o c r a t s ,  
l e a v i n g  f i v e  v a c a n c i e s  t o  be  d e c i d e d  by t h e  h o u s e .  B u t  t h e  
D e m o c r a t s  c l a i m e d  a  s e v e n t y - o n e  t o  t h i r t y - s e v e n  s e a t  m a j o r ­
i t y .  D a v id  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  was b u t  one  t h i n g  l e f t :  " f o r  t h e
p e o p l e  t o  s e a t  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e s  by  f o r c e  i n  t h e  p a r i s h e s . "  
T h en ,  on J a n u a r y  4 ,  a s  many men a s  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  a r r a n g e  
i t ,  s h o u l d  go t o  New O r l e a n s .  " G r a n t  se em s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  
b r i n g  on a  c o n f l i c t ,  . . .  t o  s t i r  u p  t h e  n o r t h e r n  m a s s e s  
a g a i n s t  u s  a n d  t o  g i v e  h im  a new l e a s e  o f  p o w e r .  And i f  h e  
i s  ' s p i l i n g *  f o r  a f i g h t ,  why l e t  h im  be  a c c o m m o d a t e d . "
The l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n v e n e d  on J a n u a r y  4 ,  1875 ,  a n d  a  
f r a n t i c  s t r u g g l e  f o r  c o n t r o l  e n s u e d .  When i t  was o v e r ,  
R e p u b l i c a n s  s u p p o r t e d  by  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  t o o k  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t .  The D e m o c ra t s  met s e p a r a t e l y  e l s e w h e r e .  L o u i ­
s i a n a  a g a i n  h a d  two l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  a n d  c i v i l  d i s o r d e r  s e e m e d  
c e r t a i n  t o  e r u p t .  M e a n w h i le ,  u n d e r  s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  f ro m
32 D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l .  E dw ard  C unn ingham ,  November 
2 9 ,  1874;  D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  D. K e n to n ,  Decem ber  9 ,  1874;  
D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  C. M oncure ,  u n d a t e d ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L. 
S a n f o r d ,  December  2 4 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  
1 8 7 4 - 7 5 ;  D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  December  7 ,  1 8 7 4 .  G e n e r a l  L ong­
s t r e e t  r e s i g n e d  f rom  t h e  R e t u r n i n g  B o a rd  b e f o r e  i t  i s s u e d  
i t s  f i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  The D e m o c ra t s  c l a i m e d  a  
s e v e n t y - o n e  t o  t h i r t y - s e v e n  m a j o r i t y .  Lonn,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
i n  L o u i s i a n a , 2 8 7 - 8 9 .
P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t ,  G e n e r a l  P h i l i p  S h e r i d a n  a s s u m e d  command i n  
t h e  a r e a .  He s u g g e s t e d  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  " r i n g ­
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Armed W h i te  L e a g u e "  be  d e c l a r e d  " b a n d i t t i , "  
a r r e s t e d  a n d  t r i e d .  The e f f e c t  was  e l e c t r i c .  P r o t e s t  
m e e t i n g s  o c c u r r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  S e n a t e ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  s i t u a t i o n  p r o v o k e d  a d e b a t e  
t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  w e e k s .  B u t  i n  t h e  e n d ,  n o t h i n g  was done .  
House a c t i o n  was a l s o  i n c o n c l u s i v e  a l t h o u g h  a  s u b c o m m i t t e e  
f rom  t h e  l o w e r  cham b er  d i d  go t o  L o u i s i a n a  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
a f f a i r s .  Due m a i n l y  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  W i l l i a m  A. W h e e l e r ,  
a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  New Y o rk ,  a  c o m p ro m ise  p l a n  f i n a l l y  
e m e rg e d .  Under  i t s  t e r m s  D e m o c r a t s  w ou ld  c o n t r o l  L o u i s i ­
a n a ' s  l o w e r  h o u s e  a n d  K e l l o g g  w o u l d  be  a l l o w e d  t o  o c c u p y  
t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  c h a i r  u n t i l  h i s  t e r m  e n d e d  i n  1 8 7 7 .  Some 
D e m o c r a t s ,  n o t a b l y  J o h n  McEnery a n d  h i s  p a r t i s a n s ,  o b j e c t e d ,  
b u t  a f t e r  much p r e s s u r e  t h e y  t o o  a c c e p t e d  t h e  t e r m s  b y  a  
n a r r o w  m a r g i n .  F i n a l l y ,  on  A p r i l  14 ,  t h e  W h e e l e r - a p p r o v e d  
l e g i s l a t u r e  met  f o r  a  t e n - d a y  s e s s i o n .  A t  i t s  a d j o u r n m e n t  
many w e r e  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e .  The s t a t e  s e e m e d  t o
h a v e  s e t t l e d  down e n o u g h  s o  t h a t  a t t e n t i o n  c o u l d  be t u r n e d
33t o  s o m e t h i n g  b e s i d e s  p o l i t i c s .
33 Lonn, R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a , C h a p s .  1 4 - 1 6 .
In  s p i t e  o f  h e r  a d m i t t e d  b i a s ,  M iss  L o n n ’s  b o o k  p r o v i d e s  an
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D a v i d ' s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  1875 l e g i s l a t u r e s  was  
m i n i m a l .  He r e f u s e d  t o  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  K e l ­
l o g g  "Rump" a s  h e  c a l l e d  i t .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  s t a y e d  i n  B a to n  
R ouge ,  t o o  p o o r  t o  do  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  a n d  w r o t e  l e t t e r s  t o  
a l l  h i s  f r i e n d s  a b o u t  t h e  w i t h e r i n g  away o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u ­
t i o n .  In  one  l e t t e r  h e  i n t e r r u p t e d  h i m s e l f  lo n g  e n o u g h  t o  
m a r v e l  a t  a  man " w i t h  n o t h i n g  t o  f e e d  h i s  f a m i l y  f o r  
d i n n e r  . . .  who s i t s  a n d  c o n j e c t u r e s  on  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c i v i l  v s . m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t y .  . . .  We c l d
34l a u g h  i f  i t  d i d  n o t  h u r t  s o  b a d ! " D a v i d  d i d  go t o  New 
O r l e a n s  when t h e  a d j u s t e d  l e g i s l a t u r e  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  t h e  
W h e e le r  c o m p ro m ise  m et  on A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 8 7 5 .  But h e  e x p e c t e d  
n o t h i n g  f ro m  i t .  A lm o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  b r i e f  s e s s i o n  was  s p e n t  
" f r i t t e r i n g  away t i m e  on p a r t i s a n  m e a s u r e s . "  He r e t u r n e d  
t o  B a to n  R o u g e ,  h i s  a i l i n g  f a m i l y ,  and  a  p r a c t i c a l l y  d e ­
s e r t e d  U n i v e r s i t y .  Only  f i v e  c a d e t s  w e r e  e n r o l l e d  a s  o f
A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 8 7 5 .  On J u n e  3 0 ,  when t h e  s e s s i o n  e n d e d ,  t h e r e
.p 35  w e r e  f o u r ,
immense am oun t  o f  f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  i n  a  s i n g l e  v o l u m e .
r>A
° ^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  P e n d l e t o n  K ing ,  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1875;  
D a v id  Boyd t o  A. D. B a y l e s ,  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1875;  D a v id  Boyd t o  
W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 8 75 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) 
L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
*J^Tom Boyd D ia r y ,  A p r i l  2 1 ,  3 0 ,  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 8 7 5 .
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The W h e e le r  Compromise was  n o t  v e r y  o l d  b e f o r e  i t  
b e g a n  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e .  By m i d - l S 7 5  a  s m a l l  b u t  a g g r e s s i v e  
g r o u p  o f  D e m o c r a t s ,  a lw a y s  o p p o s e d  t o  any  com prom ise  w i t h  
K e l l o g g ,  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  war  on  t h e  
g o v e r n o r .  They  a p p e a l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  u r g i n g  
them  t o  demand a  s t a t e w i d e  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  w h ic h  t h e  Dem ocrat­
i c  p a r t y  c o u l d  b e  r e o r g a n i z e d .  The  main body o f  D e m o c r a t s  
o p p o s e d  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  f e a r i n g  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  r e o p e n  t h e  
w h o le  i s s u e  o f  t h e  W h e e le r  C o m p ro m ise .  B u t  by t h e  e n d  o f  
1875 ,  t h e  " n o - c o m p r o m i s e ’' D e m o c r a t s  w ere  i n  t h e  a s c e n d e n t ,  
a nd  t h e  p a r t y  s c h e d u l e d  a  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  New O r l e a n s  on 
J a n u a r y  5 ,  1 8 7 6 .  B e s i d e s  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e i r  u n d y i n g  o p p o s i ­
t i o n  t o  K e l l o g g ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and  
C o n g r e s s  t o  " b l o t  f r o m  o u r  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  t h i s  s h a m e f u l  
r e c o r d  o f  u s u r p a t i o n . "  They a l s o  s e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  D e m o c r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n .
Two d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  m e t ,  L o u i s i a n a ’s  
l e g i s l a t u r e  a s s e m b l e d  i n  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .  Rumors t h a t  Gov­
e r n o r  K e l l o g g  w o u l d  b e  im p e a c h e d  f l o o d e d  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y .  
B u t  n o t  u n t i l  F e b r u a r y  28 d i d  t h e  h o u s e  t a k e  a c t i o n .  The 
s e n a t e ,  d o m i n a t e d  by R e p u b l i c a n s ,  a c q u i t t e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a t  
o n c e .  They b r a n d e d  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  K e l l o g g  a s  f a l s e ,  
f r i v o l o u s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d .  Tom Boyd a g r e e d .  In
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h i s  d i a r y  f o r  March 4 ,  1 876 ,  h e  l i k e n e d  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  
r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  t h e  W h e e le r  Compromise  t o  a n  h o n e s t  man a t ­
t e m p t i n g  t o  w in  by  b r e a c h  o f  f a i t h  i n  a  game w i t h  a  p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l  p i c k p o c k e t .  By m id -M arc h  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  moved t o  
a d j o u r n  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v o t e  t h e m s e l v e s  c o m p l e t e l y  t o  a  game 
w i t h  h i g h e r  s t a k e s :  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n t e s t  o f  1 87 6 ,
I n  s u c h  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  v o l a t i l e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  D a v id  
e x p e c t e d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Even  h i s  
own c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  d e a l t  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  s t a t e  
p o l i t i c s  an d  t h e  com ing  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n .  He w r o t e  G e n e r ­
a l  S h e rm an  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 7 6 ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  " d e p l o r a b l e "  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  L o u i s i a n a .  The  v i o l e n c e  a n d  
l a w l e s s n e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s ,  a p p a l l e d  h im .  As 
a  S o u t h e r n e r ,  D a v i d  was " h e a r t i l y  a s h a m e d . "  W i ld  yo u n g  
w h i t e  men w e re  " a l l o w e d  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  own w ay"  b e c a u s e  t h e  
o l d e r  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  w a n t e d  t h e i r  v o t e s .  D a v id  h i m s e l f  
h a d  t o  c a l l  o f f  some r a s h  you ng  men who w a n t e d  t o  " t h r o w  
o u t  M c W h o r te r , "  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  D e a f  a n d  Dumb 
A sy lu m .  Much o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  was t h e  w ork  o f  t h e  " R e g u l a ­
t o r s , "  a  s e c r e t  s o c i e t y  o r i g i n a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  t o  p u n i s h
3 fi Lonn,  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  3 8 0  p a s s i m ;
Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  March 4 ,  18 7 6 .
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c o t t o n  t h i e v e s .  B u t  by 1876 i t  was " m ix e d  u p "  i n  p o l i t i c s .  
I n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  t h e  p a r i s h  f o r  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  i n  t h e  n e x t  
e l e c t i o n ,  i t  was k i l l i n g  a n d  i n t i m i d a t i n g  a s  many b l a c k s  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  W h i te  R a d i c a l  o f f i c e - h o l d e r s  w e re  l i t t l e  more 
s e c u r e .  I n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1876 ,  Tom Boyd w r o t e  h i s  s i s t e r  
t h a t  B a t o n  Rouge h a d  no  s h e r i f f ,  j u d g e ,  o r  t a x  c o l l e c t o r .  
A l l  h a d  b e e n  d r i v e n  o f f  a f t e r  a  mass m e e t i n g  o f  D e m o c r a t s .
A C o m m it te e  o f  T h i r t y - t w o  t h e n  a s su m e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e
o n
p a r i s h . 0
C o n d i t i o n s  h a d  n o t  i m p r o v e d  much by J u n e ,  1 8 76 .  
D a v id  r e p o r t e d  t o  a  f r i e n d  t h a t  a  " r e i g n  o f  t e r r o r  ^ / e x i s t § 7  
i n  t h i s  c o r n e r  o f  L a . "  The w h i t e s  i n  E a s t  B a t o n  Rouge 
P a r i s h  m e a n t  t o  carx*y i t  f o r  t h e  D e m o c r a t s  "by means f o u l  
i f  n o t  f a i r . "  D a v i d  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  f o r  w h i t e s  
n e v e r  t o  r e g a i n  c o n t r o l  i f  t h e y  h a d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  s u c h  m e t h ­
o d s ,  B u t  h e  knew m ost  p e o p l e  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  h i m .  To a
*37 D a v id  Boyd t o  W. T .  S h e rm an ,  J a n u a r y  15 ,  1876;  
D a v id  Boyd t o  S w a r b r i c k ' s  a n d  Company, J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 ;  Tom Boyd t o  Mrs .  W. H. 
S p i l l e r  ( s i s t e r ) ,  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1876 ,  i n  Boyd ( T h o s . )  L e t t e r ­
b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 - 8 0 .  D r .  D u p r e e ,  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  p h y s i c i a n ,  was c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w h ic h  i n f o r m e d  
t h e  R a d i c a l  p a r i s h  j u d g e  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e t t e r  l e a v e  B a to n  
Rouge o r  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s . D a v id  a d ­
v i s e d  D u p re e  t o  b e w a re  o f  " U n c le  S a m ."  D r .  D u p re e  a n d  
o t h e r s  w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a n d  t a k e n  t o  New O r l e a n s .  B u t  l a t e r  
t h e y  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  on b o n d .  D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  
March 2 1 ,  1876 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
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V i r g i n i a  f r i e n d  h e  c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  m o r a l s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  w i t h  
t h o s e  o f  h i s  home s t a t e .  " I n  p o l i t i c s  . . . h e  r e m a r k e d ,  
" J o h n  S l i d e l l  d e b a u c h e d  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r ;
• • • A f / i t h  h i s  N. Y. Tammany i d e a s ,  ^ / john  S l i d e l l 7  was a 
w o r s e  man t h e n  t h a n  H. C. Warmoth i s  t o d a y ! "  Then  D a v i d  com­
m e n t e d  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u t r a g e s  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s ,  w h i c h  w o u ld  
e a r n  a  p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  w e n t  u n p u n i s h e d  a n d  u n ­
condem ned  i n  J j o u i s i a n a *  I n  f a c t ,  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  them  
was t o  a l m o s t  r i s k  o n e ' s  l i f e :
What t h i n k  you  o f  o n e  n e g r o  c a l l e d  o u t  o f  h i s  c a b i n  
a t  n i g h t  by  m asked  men, l a s s o e d ,  d r a g g e d  a l o n g  t h e  
r o a d  t i l l  d e a d , a n d  t h e n  h u ng  t o  a  t r e e ?  A n o t h e r  
s h o t ,  b u t  n o t  k i l l e d ,  a n d  t h e n  c o a l  o i l  p o u r e d  o v e r  
h im ,  a n d  b u r n t  t o  d e a t h ! And f o r  w h a t ? Nobody seem s  
t o  know. S u c h  t h i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  done  i n  t h i s  p a r i s h
r e c e n t l y .3 8
D a v id  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  h a d  m ix e d  e m o t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  1 8 7 6 .  I n  J u n e  h e  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  
D e m o c r a t s  w o u ld  c a r r y  L o u i s i a n a  " s u r e , "  b u t  t h a t  H ayes  
w o u ld  be  e l e c t e d .  He t h o u g h t  Hayes was a  "good  man" a l ­
t h o u g h  h e  i n t e n d e d  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  h im .  I t  was t o o  b a d  h e  
was n o t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  n o m in e e .  Two w eeks  l a t e r ,  t o  a n ­
o t h e r  f r i e n d ,  h e  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  "any  D em o." was b e t t e r  t h a n
3 8 D a v i d  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  J u n e  1 8 ,  1876;  
D a v id  Boyd t o  P e n d l e t o n  K in g ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  1876;  D a v i d  Boyd t o  
C h a r l e s  V e n a b l e ,  A u g u s t  8 ,  1 8 76 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r ­
b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
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H a y e s .  By J u l y  h e  was p r a i s i n g  H ayes  a g a i n .  H ayes  an d
W i l l i a m  W h e e l e r ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  w e re  b e t t e r  men t h a n  "Tammany"
T i l d e n  a n d  h i s  r u n n i n g  m a t e .  A few m on ths  l a t e r  D a v id
c h a n g e d  h i s  m ind  a g a i n .  Now h e  d i s d a i n e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n
39n o m in e e  a s  "Mr. R e t u r n i n g )  B ( o a r d )  H a y e s . "
I n  J u l y ,  1876,  t h e  Democz'ats  met  i n  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  
B a to n  R ouge .  They  n o m i n a t e d  F r a n c i s  T .  N i c h o l l s  f o r  g o v e r ­
n o r ,  L o u is  A. W i l t z  f o r  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a n d  R o b e r t  M. 
L u s h e r  f o r  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T he  R e p u b ­
l i c a n s  met  e a r l i e r  i n  New O r l e a n s  a n d  n o m i n a t e d  S .  B. 
P a c k a r d  f o r  g o v e r n o r  a n d  C. C. A n t o i n e  a s  h i s  r u n n i n g  m a t e .  
D a v id  l i k e d  P a c k a r d  p e r s o n a l l y .  He h a d  b e e n  " v e r y  k i n d  and  
c o n s i d e r a t e "  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  when e x - p r o f e s s o r  F e a t h e r m a n  
s u e d  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  r e c o v e r  h i s  b a c k  w a g e s .  B u t  D a v i d  
t h o u g h t  P a c k a r d  w o u ld  n o t  g e t  a s i n g l e  v o t e  " o u t s i d e  t h e  
R a d i c a l  c a m p . "  N i c h o l l s ,  a  West  P o i n t e r  and  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  
g e n e r a l ,  was a n  o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  Sam uel  L o c k e t t .  In  
A u g u s t ,  1876 ,  D a v id  w r o t e  t o  L o c k e t t ,  who was s t i l l  i n  
E gy p t*  t o  t e l l  h im  o f  N i c h o l l s ' s  n o m i n a t i o n .  R e p e a t i n g  a 
w i t t i c i s m  t h e n  c u r r e n t ,  D a v i d  d e c l a r e d :  "With  h i s  one  arm
QQ
^ D a v id  Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  June 1 8 ,  J u l y  15 ,
1 8 7 6 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  P e n d l e t o n  K in g , J u n e  2 7 ,  1 8 7 6 ;  D a v id
B oyd  t o  W i l l i a m  Sherm an, J u l y  1 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  i b i d .
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& one  l e g — a l l  t h a t  i s  l e f t  o f  h im  b e i n g  r i g h t - -w e  hope  he
40c a n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  s tu m p  t h e  s t a t e . "
Three , ,  d a y s  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  d ay  D av id  p r e d i c t e d  t o  
G e n e r a l  Sh e rm an  t h a t  N i c h o l l s  w o u ld  c a r r y  L o u i s i a n a  by 
2 0 , 0 0 0  v o t e s .  He a l s o  t h o u g h t  t h e  R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d  w o u ld  
" c o u n t  h im  o u t . "  D a v id  s a i d  he  w o u l d  be  v e r y  s u r p r i s e d  i f  
L o u i s i a n a ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  F l o r i d a ,  A lab am a ,  o r  M i s s i s s i p p i  
w e r e  c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  D e m o c r a t s ,  b u t  h e  t h o u g h t  a l l  w o u ld  
c a s t  D e m o c r a t i c  m a j o r i t i e s .  "And i f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c ­
t i o n  s h d  t u r n  on t h e  v o t e  o f  any o n e  o f  t h o s e  s t a t e s ;  t h e n  
w h a t ? You c a n  b e s t  s a y  i f  t h e r e  i s  w isdom, a n d  f o r b e a r a n c e
e n o u gh  among t h e  n o n - p o l i t i c a l  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  n o r t h  t o  p r e -
41v e n t  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  a n d  d i s o r d e r . "
D a v i d ' s  w o r s t  f e a r s  w e re  r e a l i z e d .  T he  e l e c t i o n  
d i d  i n d e e d  " t u r n "  on t h e  v o t e  o f  t h r e e  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  To 
a v o i d  a t  W a s h i n g t o n  w h a t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  s i n c e  
1872 ( t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  two g o v e r n m e n t s ,  e a c h  c l a i m i n g  
t o  b e  t h e  " l a w f u l  b o d y , " )  C o n g r e s s  h a d  t o  d e v i s e  a  s p e c i a l
^®He f o r g o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  N i c h o l l s  h a d  a l s o  l o s t  
h i s  l e f t  e y e .  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  1876; D a v i d  Boyd t o  
S w a r b r i c k ' s ,  J u l y  12 ,  1876 ;  D av id  Boyd t o  C o l .  S .  H. L o ck ­
e t t ,  A u g u s t  7 ,  1876 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  
1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
4 1 D a v id  Boyd t o  W. T. Sherm an, November 4 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  i n
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
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m ech an ism ,  a  s o r t  o f  s u p e r  R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d .  On J a n u a r y  29 ,  
1877,  i t  c r e a t e d  an  e l e c t o r a l  c o m m is s io n  w i t h  power t o  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  r e t u r n s  f rom  F l o r i d a ,  S o u t h  C a r o ­
l i n a ,  a n d  L o u i s i a n a .  I n  e a c h  c a s e  t h e  c o m m is s io n  a c c e p t e d  
t h e  Hayes s l a t e  o f  e l e c t o r s ,  t h e r e b y  c e r t i f y i n g  t h e  R e p u b ­
l i c a n  c o n t e n d e r .  The a g r e e m e n t s  w h ich  made t h a t  c e r t i f i c a ­
t i o n  p o s s i b l e  h a d  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y ,  i f  l e s s  f o r m a l l y ,  w o r k e d  
o u t  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  w eek s  b e f o r e  March 4 .  Not o n l y  t h e  
" n o n - p o l i t i c a l  m a s s e s "  b u t  t h e i r  l e a d e r s ,  t o o ,  h a d  e n o u g h  
"wisdom a n d  f o r b e a r a n c e "  t o  p r e v e n t  " s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  d i s ­
o r d e r  .
Of t h e  s e v e r a l  s t r u g g l e s  D av id  w a g e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
h o s t i l e  K e l l o g g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  m ost  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  was h i s  l o n g  b a t t l e  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d  
f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  From 1866 on  e v e r y  R e p o r t  D a v id  s u b ­
m i t t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p l e a d e d  t h a t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
f u n d  be  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I t  was  h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r y  demanded a  " c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
o f  r e s o u r c e s "  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  l e v e l .  To c r e a t e  a  s e p a r a t e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  m e c h a n i c a l  c o l l e g e  w o u ld  b e  a  w a s t e  o f
A O R a n d a l l  a n d  D o n a ld ,  C i v i l  War a n d  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
6 9 3 - 7 0 1 .  S e e  a l s o  C. Vann Woodward, R e u n io n  and  R e a c t i o n : 
The Compromise  o f  1877  and t h e  End o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( R e v . 
E d . ;  New Y o r k ,  1 9 5 6 ) .
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money a n d  c o u l d  o n l y  p r o d u c e  two "weak a n d  puny"  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .
The a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d  r e s t e d  on  t h e  M o r r i l l  A c t  o f  
1 862 .  The mfeasure a w a r d e d  t o  e a c h  s t a t e  3 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  
p u b l i c  l a n d  ( o r  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  l a n d  s c r i p )  f o r  e a c h  r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e  a  s t a t e  s e n t  t o  C o n g r e s s .  T h e  l a n d  o r  l a n d  
s c r i p  was t o  be  s o l d  a n d  t h e  p r o c e e d s  i n v e s t e d  i n  " s a f e "  
s e c u r i t i e s  y i e l d i n g  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  a  y e a r .  The 
c a p i t a l  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t o u c h e d ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  r e p r e s e n t e d  
an  a n n u i t y  t o  be  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  
one  o r  more c o l l e g e s  w h e r e i n :
The l e a d i n g  o b j e c t  s h a l l  b e ,  w i t h o u t  e x c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  m i l i ­
t a r y  t a c t i c s ,  t o  t e a c h  s u c h  b r a n c h e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  as  
a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  a r t s  
. . . i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o m o te  t h e  l i b e r a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  
e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c l a s s e s .
None o f  t h e  a n n u i t y  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  b u y ,  b u i l d  o r  r e p a i r  
b u i l d i n g s  a n d  s t a t e s  h a d  t o  b e g i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p e r a t i o n s  no 
l a t e r  t h a n  1 8 7 4 . 43 D a v i d ’s  o p p o n e n t s  a r g u e d  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  
v i o l a t e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n t e n t  t o  award  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  fu n d  
t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  w h ic h  " c l a s s i c a l "  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
c o u r s e s  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  They  r e s t e d  t h e i r  a r g u ­
ment on t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  M o r r i l l  A c t  w h i c h  d e c l a r e d  i t s
4-3
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 2 7 9 - 8 0 .
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o b j e c t  t o  be  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  " p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n "  f o r  t h e  
" i n d u s t r i a l  c l a s s e s . "  D a v i d  r e p l i e d  by  c i t i n g  o t h e r  
p h r a s e s  i n  t h e  same s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t .  The m e a s u r e  a im e d  
a t  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  " l i b e r a l "  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
c l a s s e s  t o o .  And t h e  law  s t a t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  w h i l e  
t h e  " l e a d i n g  o b j e c t "  was t o  t e a c h  " s u c h  b r a n c h e s  o f  l e a r n ­
i n g  a s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  m e c h a n i c  a r t s , "
i t  was t o  be  done  " w i t h o u t  e x c l u d i n g  o t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d
44c l a s s i c a l  s t u d i e s  . . . i n c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s . "
I n  1868 o r  1869 D a v i d  f o u n d  a  p a m p h l e t  w h i c h  e x ­
p r e s s e d  p e r f e c t l y  h i s  i d e a s  a b o u t  w h a t  C o n g r e s s  h a d  i n t e n d ­
e d .  P u b l i s h e d  by t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  E n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  
A r t s ,  M a n u f a c t u r e s ,  a n d  Commerce i n  L ondon ,  t h e  r e p o r t  a d ­
v o c a t e d  t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  e x i s t i n g  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  c r e ­
a t i o n  o f  new o n e s  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  w e re  t o o  few i n  
number  a n d  t o o  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s .  I t  a r g u e d  
t h a t  " s c i e n c e "  s h o u l d  fo r m  t h e  " b a c k b o n e "  o f  t h e  r e ­
s t r u c t u r e d  s c h o o l s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  c l a s s i c s  t h e n  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  
c u r r i c u l a  a t  Harrow a n d  R ugby .  S c i e n c e  s h o u l d  b e  t a u g h t  a s  
a means o f  d e v e l o p i n g  " m e n t a l  d i s c i p l i n e "  a n d  " c u l t u r e ; " 
and  " s c i e n c e , "  a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  m e a n t  m a t h e m a t i c s ,
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m e c h a n i c s ,  c h e m i s t r y  and  p h y s i c s .  I n  no s e n s e  d i d  t h i s  
mean t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  l a n g u a g e s ,  a n c i e n t  o r  m odern ,  f ro m  
t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  What t h e  s t u d y  d i d  p r o p o s e  was t h e  e l e v a ­
t i o n  i n  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  new s t u d i e s  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  o l d .  
C a re  h a d  t o  be t a k e n  t h a t  t h e  new s c h o o l s  w e re  a s  w e l l  e n ­
dowed a s  t h e  o l d  i n  b u i l d i n g s ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r ­
c e s .  O t h e r w i s e ,  a  " s o c i a l  s t i g m a "  w o u ld  h a n d i c a p  t h e i r  
g r a d u a t e s .  And f i n a l l y ,  i n  no s e n s e  s h o u l d  t h e  new i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s  be  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  " t r a d e  s c h o o l s . "  I n s t e a d  t h e y  m ust  
p r o v i d e  a  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  " b r o a d l y  l i b e r a l "  a n d  t h e o r e t i ­
c a l  i n  a p p r o a c h .  P r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  c o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  
f o r  i n  p o s t g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s .
Two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  D av id  a c q u i r e d  a n o t h e r  
v a l u a b l e  r e p o r t  f ro m  P r o f e s s o r  W. LeRoy Broun  o f  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a .  B r o u n ' s  p a m p h l e t  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  him w i t h  
a m m u n i t io n  w h ic h  h e  u s e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  h i s  b a t t l e s  f o r  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d .  I n  1872 t h e  s t a t e  o f  G e o r g i a  was c o n ­
s i d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  t o  g i v e  i t s  M o r r i l l  A c t  f u n d s  t o  t h e  e x i s t ­
i n g  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  t o  s e t  up  a n  e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
Many s t a t e s  w e re  t h e n  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  t h e  same p r o b l e m .
45T e c h n i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  
E n c o u ra g e m e n t  o f  A r t s ,  M a n u f a c t u r e s ,  a n d  Commerce, London, 
1S6S, i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1860-69 ,  
Box 2 1 .
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The G e o r g i a  p a m p h l e t ,  p r e p a r e d  by t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t r u s t e e s  
a n d  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  gav e  D a v id  a  r e a d y - m a d e  a r g u ­
ment when t h e  same q u e s t i o n  a r o s e  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  I n  e s s e n c e ,  
t h e  t r u s t e e s  a r g u e d  t h a t  (1 )  i t  w o u ld  be  more e x p e n s i v e  t o  
c r e a t e  a s e p a r a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d u p ­
l i c a t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  a p p a r a t u s  and  s t a f f ;  (2)  
m os t  s t a t e s  h a d  a w ard e d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d  t o  e x i s t i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  i n  one  i n s t a n c e  a s t a t e  f i r s t  c r e a t e d  a 
s e p a r a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a nd  t h e n  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i t  w i t h  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  e f f i c i e n c y ;  (3)  
g r a d u a t e s  o f  s t r i c t l y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  c o l l e g e s  
w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  by o t h e r s  t o  h a v e  h a d  " i n f e r i o r "  t r a i n i n g ;  
(4)  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h ic h  p r e p a r e d  s t u d e n t s  f o r  a l l  "w a lks  
o f  l i f e "  was " b r o a d e n i n g " ;  and  (5 )  a t  a  u n i v e r s i t y  a  s t u ­
d e n t  m ig h t  t r a n s f e r  f r e e l y  f rom  one p r o g r a m  t o  a n o t h e r  w i t h  
l i t t l e  o r  no i n t e r r u p t i o n  i n  h i s  a c a d e m ic  c a r e e r .  The 
G e o r g i a  p a m p h l e t  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a q u o t a t i o n  f rom  P r e s i d e n t  
A, D. W hi te  o f  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y :
I t  i s  an  e r r o r  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  
i s  t h e  o n l y  k i n d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  f u n d  i s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  . . .  I t  i s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  
' l i b e r a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
c l a s s e s ; 1 an d  i n  o r d e r  t o  do t h i s ,  t h e  C o l l e g e  i s  r e ­
q u i r e d  ' t o  t e a c h  s u c h  b r a n c h e s  a s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o
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a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  a r t s ,  w i t h o u t  
e x c l u d i n g  t h e r e f r o m  o t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s . '
B u t  e v e n  when e s t a b l i s h e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e s  w ere  s o m e t i m e s  a t t a c k e d  by 
t h e  more  " p r a c t i c a l "  members o f  t h e  p u b l i c .  I n  J u l y ,  1873 ,  
D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d ,  D r .  E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  a d d r e s s e d  a  l e t t e r  t o  
t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  F a r m e r s '  A d v o c a t e . H i l g a r d ,  a  
p r o f e s s o r  o f  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  c h e m i s t r y , "  d i s p u t e d  t h o s e  e x ­
t r e m e l y  " p r a c t i c a l "  p e r s o n s  who t h o u g h t  i t  was f o o l i s h  t o  
e d u c a t e  f a r m e r s .  T h e r e  w o u ld  h a r d l y  be  s o  much "worn o u t "  
l a n d  i f  f a r m e r s  knew a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  s o i l  c h e m i s t r y .  He 
d e n i e d  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  i n t e n d e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  " s i m p l y  l a b o r  
s c h o o l s  o r  h a n d i c r a f t  s c h o o l s "  when i t  p a s s e d  t h e  M o r r i l l  
A c t .  Had s u c h  s c h o o l s  b e e n  c r e a t e d  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
s h u n n e d  by  t h e  v e r y  p e o p l e  f o r  whom t h e y  w e r e  p r o v i d e d .  
F i n a l l y ,  H i l g a r d  a t t a c k e d  t h e  " p r a c t i c a l "  men i n  s t a t e
l e g i s l a t u r e s  who t h o u g h t  " e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a r m s "  h a d  t o  be
47  ■s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .
^®Board  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  P r e s e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  P r o ­
p o s e d  P l a n  o f  E x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a , 18 7 2 ,  
i b i d . , Box 2 0 .
47 E. W. H i l g a r d ,  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  A m e r ic a n  
F a r m e r ' s  A d v o c a t e , J u l y  / ? / ,  1873,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  
P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k ,  1 8 7 4 - 1 9 0 7 .
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e r i o u s  an d  s i n c e r e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  
a b o u t  w h a t  C o n g r e s s  i n t e n d e d  i n  t h e  M o r r i l l  A c t ,  p l e n t y  o f  
c o n t r o v e r s y  a r o s e  a s  a  r e s u l t  ox r u r a l - u r b a n  h o s t i l i t y ,  
r i c h - p o o r  a n t a g o n i s m ,  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i s a n ­
s h i p .  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
L o u i s i a n a  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  h e r  M o r r i l l  G r a n t  f u n d s  u n t i l  a l ­
most  t h e  l a s t  moment a l l o w e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a w .  In  A p r i l ,  1874, 
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a nd  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  was o r ­
g a n i z e d  by a c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  was h o u s e d  te m p o ­
r a r i l y  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  i n  b u i l d i n g s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  s u s ­
pend ed  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  A B o a rd  o f  C o n t r o l  i n c l u d ­
i n g  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  t h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  n i n e  o t h e r s  t o  be named by t h e  g o v ­
e r n o r  was d i r e c t e d  t o  s e c u r e  a  p e rm a n e n t  l o c a t i o n  " i n  t h e  
p a r i s h e s , ” and  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a n n u a l l y  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  was t o  be  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e .  The 
a c t  o u t l a w e d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  e v e r y  p h a s e  o f  t h e  " a d m i s ­
s i o n ,  management o r  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n . " 1̂®
The B o a rd  o f  C o n t r o l  o p e n ed  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n ic a l  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  summer o f  1874 i n  o r d e r  
t o  i n s u r e  L o u i s i a n a ' s  t i t l e  t o  M o r r i l l  g r a n t  f u n d s .  On
4 ®Fleming,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 2 7 8 - 8 4 ,
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J u l y  14 t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  made h i s  f i r s t  
r e p o r t .  T h e r e  w e r e  120 s t u d e n t s  and f o u r  p r o f e s s o r s  i n ­
c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  Thomas N i c h o l s o n .  N i c h o l s o n  u r g e d  
t h e  B o a r d  t o  p r e p a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  f o r  t h e  f a l l  s e s s i o n  i n  o r ­
d e r  n o t  t o  l o s e  " p u b l i c  s y m p a t h y "  o r  t h e  " p a t r o n a g e "  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  He a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  owned 200  
a c r e s  o f  l a n d  n e a r  New O r l e a n s  and  t h e  c i t y  owned a n  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  20 0  n e a r b y .  The p r o p e r t y ,  he  t h o u g h t ,  w o u l d  make an  
e x c e l l e n t  p e r m a n e n t  home f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e .  In  c o n c l u s i o n ,
h e  n o t e d  t h a t  h i s  R e p o r t  h a d  b e e n  s e t  u p  i n  t y p e  b y  t h e  s t u -
49d e n t s  " a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n . "
W h i le  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  was  c o n d u c t i n g  i t s  
summer s e s s i o n  i n  1874 ,  D a v i d  Boyd was b u s i l y  g a t h e r i n g  d a t a  
t o  be  u s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  l e g i s l a t u r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  new c o l l e g e .  He w r o t e  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  Dr .  
H i l g a r d ,  t h e n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n  i n  Ann A r b o r .
I n  t h a t  s t a t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s e p a r a t e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e ,  and  D a v id  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  " i t  was a 
49 R e p o r t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  C o n t r o l ,  
L o u i s i a n a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  J u l y  14,
1874 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  1 8 7 0 - 7 4 ,  Bck 
1 9 .  One o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  l i s t e d  on t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l ­
l e g e  s t a f f  was D a v i d ' s  o l d  enem y,  Dr, J a m e s  B u r n s .  However, 
h e  was r e p l a c e d  a l m o s t  a t  o n c e  by a n o t h e r  M. D.
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m i s t a k e . "  He a s k e d  H i l g a r d  f o r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  I f  
L o u i s i a n a ' s  " n e x t  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h d  be  b e t t e r , "  D a v i d  t h o u g h t  
L o u i s i a n a ' s  s c h o o l s  m ig h t  b e  u n i t e d .  He w r o t e  P r e s i d e n t  A. 
D. W h i te  o f  C o r n e l l  f o r  p e r s u a s i v e  a r g u m e n t s  a b o u t  " w h e th ­
e r  s u c h  c o l l e g e s  s h d  b e  o n  a  b r o a d  a n d  l i b e r a l  b a s i s ,  l i k e  
C o r n e l l ,  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  l i t t l e  e l s e  b e s i d e s  p r a c t i c a l  Ag­
r i c u l t u r e  a n d  M e c h a n ic s .  . . .  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  o b j e c t  
o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  A c t  c a n  be a t t a i n e d  u n l e s s  t h e  young 
f a r m e r  o r  m e c h a n i c  i s  f i r s t  made a  man; a n d  o n l y  l i b e r a l  
. . . s t u d y  c a n  do t h a t . "  D a v id  t h o u g h t  h e  c o u l d  c o u n t  on 
s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n  f r o m  b o th  b l a c k s  and  w h i t e s  i n  t h e
c o u n t r y  p a r i s h e s .  As h e  w r o t e  h i s  New O r l e a n s  f r i e n d ,  J .
50D. K e n to n ,  "We f e a r  o n l y  y o u r  a b l e  c i t y  d e l e g a t e s . ”
I n  O c t o b e r ,  1874 ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e ,  t e m p o r a r i l y  l o c a t e d  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  h a d  n o t  r e ­
sum ed o p e r a t i o n s .  In  November  he  was d i s a b u s e d .  I n s t e a d ,  
h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o n t r o l  was p r e p a r i n g  t o  
a c q u i r e  a  p e r m a n e n t  c a m p u s .  One o f  t h e  s i t e s  u n d e r  c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n  was p r o p e r t y  b e l o n g i n g  t o  M rs .  J o h n  Lynch ,  w i f e  o f
50 D a v i d  Boyd t o  Andrew Ten B r o c k ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
M ic h ig a n ,  A u g u s t  14, 1874;  D a v id  Boyd t o  D r .  E.  W. H i l g a r d ,  
O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1874 ;  David  Boyd t o  Dr. A. D. W h i te ,  ^ O c t o b e r / ,  
1874;  D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  D, K e n to n ,  November 8 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 ,
" H o n e s t  J o h n "  Lynch o f  R e t u r n i n g  B o a r d  fame i n  1 8 7 2 .  Lynch 
h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d  s a l e  w h ic h  p r o ­
v i d e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d .  He a l s o  b e ­
came a member o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o n t r o l  when t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e  was s e t  u p .  H i s  ( o r  h i s  w i f e ' s )  p l a n t a t i o n ,  o f ­
f e r e d  a s  a  s i t e  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  h a d  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  o n l y  a 
y e a r  b e f o r e .  D a v id  was s u s p i c i o u s .  " S h a l l  a  p a r t i s a n  
B o a r d ,  com posed  m o s t l y  o f  n o t o r i o u s l y  c o r r u p t  p e o p l e ,  t h u s  
t r i f l e  and  i n s u l t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  w o r t h  o f  t h e  s t a t e ? "  
D a v i d  c h a r g e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  members o f  t h e  B o a r d  
b u t  t h r e e  w e r e  e i t h e r  N e g r o e s  o r  G o v e r n o r  K e l l o g g ' s  " h e n c h ­
men i n  N. 0 . "  He w a n t e d  h i s  f r i e n d ,  J .  D. K e n t o n ,  and  
Mayor L. A. W i l t z  o f  New O r l e a n s  t o  "wake u p  t h e  p u b l i c . "  
The  w h o le  t h i n g  was a  f r a u d ,  done i n  h a s t e  b e f o r e  a  Demo­
c r a t i c  l e g i s l a t u r e  ( e l e c t e d  i n  N ovem ber ,  18 7 4 )  c o u l d  be  
s e a t e d . ^
One o f  D a v i d ' s  m a j o r  o p p o n e n t s  on t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e  B o a r d  was C o l o n e l  W. M. B u r w e l l ,  an  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
R a d i c a l  New O r l e a n s  R e p u b l i c a n . I n  1874 B u r w e l l  a p p e a r e d  
a g a i n s t  D a v id  b e f o r e  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m it te e  o f  " K e l l o g g ' s
51D a v i d  Boyd t o  E .  W. H i l g a r d ,  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1874;  
D a v i d  Boyd t o  J .  D. K e n to n ,  November 2 0 ,  18 7 4 ,  i b i d .
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M e n a g e r i e ;  and  t h o  h e  b r i s t l e d  w i t h  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  h i s  s i d e ,  
h e  made n o t h i n g  o f f  m e ,"  D av id  r e p o r t e d  t o  G e n e r a l  Graham,
I f  a  " d e c e n t "  l e g i s l a t u r e  w e re  s e a t e d  i n  1875 ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t  
B u r w e l l  w ou ld  be  " e a s i e r  t o  b e a t . "  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  B u r w e l l  a n d  D av id  w e re  i n  c o r r e s p o n ­
d e n c e .  I n  November, 1874,  h e  a s k e d  D av id  f o r  a  s e t  o f  m i l i ­
t a r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  a d o p t i o n  by t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e .  D av id  s e n t  them  p r o m p t l y ,  a d v i s i n g  B u r w e l l  a t  t h e  
same t i m e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  B o a r d  members o f  h i s  s c h o o l ,  a s
w e l l  a s  some o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  who c r e a t e d  i t ,  w e re  " r e f u -
c:o
g e e s  f ro m  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y . "
A n o t h e r  o f  D a v i d ' s  o p p o n e n t s  was D r .  R o b e r t  R y lan d  
o f  W est  F e l i c i a n a  P a r i s h .  R y l a n d ,  l i k e  B u r w e l l ,  was a 
f o r m e r  V i r g i n i a n .  I n  1874 h e  was c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  G range  Ed­
u c a t i o n  Com m it tee  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  e x t r e m e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
w ho le  q u e s t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n .  When t h e  L o u i s i ­
an a  G r a n g e r s  met i n  B a to n -R o u g e  e a r l y  i n  D ecem ber ,  1874,  
D a v id  i n v i t e d  Dr.  R y l a n d  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He a c ­
c e p t e d  a n d  w h i l e  t h e r e  a s k e d  D a v id  t o  w r i t e  h i s  c o m m i t t e e  
r e p o r t .  He a l s o  i n v i t e d  D av id  t o  a G range  E d u c a t i o n  Com­
m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  i n  New O r l e a n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  F e b r u a r y .  The
5 2 D avid  Boyd D ia r y ,  November 2 9 ,  1874; D a v id  Boyd
t o  C o l .  W. M. B u r w e l l ,  November 2 9 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F .)
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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r e p o r t  D av id  p r e p a r e d  f o r  R y la n d  was v e r y  g e n e r a l .  I t  
o u t l i n e d  t h e  c o u r s e s  a  young  man s h o u l d  p u r s u e  i n  p r i m a r y  
and  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  an " A g r i c u l t u r a l  
and  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e , "  The c o l l e g e  i t s e l f  s h o u l d  o f f e r  
" a l l  t h e  b r a n c h e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  M echan ic  A r t s  
. , . t a u g h t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  w i t h  g r e a t  t h o r o u g h n e s s  and  
p r a c t i c a l i t y , "  T h e re  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  a  number o f  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  s t a t i o n s  l o c a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  w here  a  r e s i d e n t  
c h e m i s t  and  p h y s i o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p e r i m e n t  a n d  
r e p o r t  on t h e  b e s t  m ethods  o f  r a i s i n g  c r o p s  a n d  s t o c k .
In  Decem ber ,  1874 ,  D av id  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  C o l l e g e  B o a rd  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  p r o p e r t y  a t  C h a l m e t t e  i n  
S t .  B e r n a r d  P a r i s h  as  a  p e r m a n e n t  home f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e .  
T h ro u g h  a  f r i e n d  h e  p u r s u a d e d  t h e  New O r l e a n s  C om m erc ia l  
B u l l e t i n  t o  demand a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l ­
l e g e  q u e s t i o n  by t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He a l s o  a r ­
r a n g e d  t o  h a v e  a  p e t i t i o n ,  d raw n up  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,
53 D a v id  Boyd D i a r y ,  December 3 ,  5,  6 , 1874; D a v id  
Boyd, P l a n  f o r  I n d u s t r i a l  E d u c a t i o n  a s  S u b m i t t e d  t o  Dr.  
R o b e r t  R y la n d ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 3 - 9 0 .  I n  th e  
c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  Dav id  w o u ld  i n c l u d e  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
F r e n c h ,  German, m a t h e m a t i c s ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  and  p r a c t i c a l  "Me­
c h a n i c s , "  a s t r o n o m y ,  d r a w in g ,  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  c h e m i s t r y  
" ( E l e m e n t a r y  and  A p p l i e d  t o  t h e  a r t s  and  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ) , "  
an a to m y ,  p h y s i o l o g y ,  v e t e r i n a r y  s u r g e r y ,  p o l i t i c a l  economy, 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w ,  b o o k k e e p i n g ,
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c i r c u l a t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e .  The p e t i t i o n  u r g e d  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a w ard  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
54a t  B a to n  R ouge .
M eanw hi le ,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  B o a rd  o f  C o n t r o l  
d i d  n o t  s i t  i d l y  b y .  I t  p a i d  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a l l m e n t  on t h e  
C h a l m e t t e  p r o p e r t y  and  a n n o u n ce d  p l a n s  t o  move t h e r e  a s  soon 
as  i t  c o u l d  e r e c t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  b u i l d i n g s .  I t  a l s o  p l a n n e d  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  an  e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a r m ,  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  
" a p p u r t e n a n c e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e , "  and  a  
w o rk sho p  i n  w h ic h  t h e  " p r a c t i c a l  a r t "  o f  t y p e s e t t i n g  w o u ld  
be  t a u g h t .  As 1874 d rew  t o  a c l o s e  t h e  c o l l e g e  em ployed  
t h r e e  p r o f e s s o r s  and  two " t u t o r s "  and  c o u n t e d  s i x t y  s t u ­
d e n t s .  I t  o f f e r e d  two f o u r - y e a r  c o u r s e s  (o n e  i n  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e ;  one  i n  m e c h a n i c a l  a r t s )  a n d  a  t w o - y e a r  p r e p a r a t o r y  
c o u r s e .  I t  a l s o  o f f e r e d  n i g h t  c l a s s e s  f o r  t h o s e  who w o rk ed  
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  A l l  " a b l e  b o d i e d "  s t u d e n t s  w e re  r e q u i r e d  
t o  p e r f o r m  a  " s m a l l  amount  o f  l a b o r  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n ,  " a n d  t h o s e  who w a n t e d  t o  c o u l d  do e x t r a  work f o r  p a y .  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  B o a rd  c l a i m e d  a t o t a l  e s t i m a t e d  w o r t h  o f  some
"Com m erc ia l  U s a g e s , "  b u s i n e s s  f o r m s ,  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
54D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  D. K en to n , December 1 2 ,  1874;
D a v id  Boyd t o  A . A. Gunby, December 1 8 ,  1 8 7 4 ,  i n  Boyd
(D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 4 - 7 5 .
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A l l  o f  D a v i d ' s  w e l l - l a i d  p l a n s  t o  w in  t h e  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  f u n d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  came t o  n o t h i n g  i n  1875.
T h e re  w e r e  two l e g i s l a t u r e s  t h a t  y e a r ,  and  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  K e l l o g g ,  o r  "Rump" body b e f o r e  w h ic h  David  
r e f u s e d  t o  a p p e a r .  By t h e  t i m e  C ongressm an  W h e e l e r ' s  Com­
p r o m is e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  " t r u e "  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i t  was A p r i l .  
D av id  w en t  t o  New O r l e a n s  f o r  t h e  b r i e f  t e n - d a y  s e s s i o n ,  
b u t  he knew b e f o r e  h e  a r r i v e d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  w o u ld  b e  done 
f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  y e a r .
By 1876 c o n d i t i o n s  h a d  c h a n g e d .  D e m o cra t s  were  
f i r m l y  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  lo w e r  h o u s e  and  D a v id  h a d  fo u n d  a 
s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  s e n ­
a t e .  J .  H e n r i  B u r c h ,  t h e  b l a c k  R a d i c a l  f ro m  B a to n  Rouge, 
o f f e r e d  t o  p r e s e n t  D a v i d ' s  b i l l  t o  merge t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  
t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  u p p e r  chamber and  a n o t h e r  
R e p u b l i c a n ,  Ju d g e  A. B. L e v i s s e ,  i n t r o d u c e d  i t  i n  t h e  h o u s e .  
One o t h e r  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  u l t i m a t e
5 5 J .  L. C r o s s ,  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i ­
s i a n a  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  f o r  1874,  in  
Boyd (T h o s .  D . ) P a p e r s ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  The v a l u a t i o n  was b a s e d  on t h e  f a c e  
v a l u e  o f  s t a t e  bonds  i n  w h ic h  t h e  amount o f  money r e a l i z e d  
by t h e  s a l e  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  h a d  b e e n  i n v e s t e d .  The m a r k e t  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  bonds was no d o u b t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s .
s u c c e s s :  t h e  G r a n g e r s .  By 1876 t h e y  c l a i m e d  t o  c o n t r o l
s e v e r a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  v o t e s .  R a t h e r  b e l l i g e r e n t l y  t h e y  d e ­
manded a  l a r g e  r o l e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  p e r ­
m anent  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e .  I n  a  
l e t t e r  t o  J u d g e  L e v i s s e  D a v i d  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  D a n i e l  D e n n e t t ,  
a l e a d e r  i n  t h e  s t a t e  G r a n g e ,  s e e m e d  t o  w a n t  t h a t  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  c o m p l e t e l y .  I f  
h i s  m e r g e r  b i l l  p a s s e d ,  D a v id  was w i l l i n g  t o  o f f e r  t h e  
G ra n g e ,  and  p e r h a p s  t h e  M e c h a n i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  New O r ­
l e a n s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on t h e  B o a r d ,  B u t  h e  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  
any g r o u p  s h o u l d  e x e r c i s e  e x c l u s i v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  an  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h a t  w o u l d  make i t  " t o o  n a r r o w . "  
A n o t h e r  l e a d i n g  G r a n g e r ,  D r .  R y l a n d ,  a g r e e d  w i t h  D a v id  t h a t  
t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  c o l l e g e  s h o u l d  b e  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  " c o u n t r y  p a r i s h e s , "  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  s h a r e  h i s  o p i n i o n  
a b o u t  w h a t  i t  s h o u l d  t e a c h .  R y l a n d  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  A g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  s h o u l d  b e  " p u r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  c o n d u c t e d  
on a p r a c t i c a l ,  n o t  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r  ' s c i e n t i f i c '  b a s i s . "  
D a v id  t h o u g h t  b o t h  o p p o n e n t s  c o u l d  be  o v e rc o m e .  I f  t h e  
G r a n g e r s  moved t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  
s o  much t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  h i s  m e r g e r  b i l l .  I t  w o u ld  c a u s e  t h e  
R a d i c a l s  a n d  many c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a c t  
t o g e t h e r .  "A R a d i c a l  h a t e s  a  G r a n g e r  a s  h e  d o e s  t h e
d e v i l  J 1,56
A d d i t i o n a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  m e r g e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  and  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  came f r o m  New O r l e a n s  and, 
n a t u r a l l y  e n o u g h ,  f rom t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  i t s e l f .  In 
i t s  R e p o r t  f o r  1 87 5 ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o n t r o l  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  a  
"mere g l a n c e "  a t  t h e  M o r r i l l  A c t  p ro v ed  t h e  " a b s u r d i t y "  o f  
t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  merge t h e  two s c h o o l s .  I t  m ig h t  be  
" p r a c t i c a b l e , "  i f  u n d e s i r a b l e ,  t o  merge t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
w i t h  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e ,  b u t  i t  was u t t e r l y  " i m p r a c t i ­
c a b l e "  t o  a b s o r b  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y .  T h a t  m i g h t  f o r f e i t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  g r a n t ,  " w h ich  
p r o b a b l y  i s  r e g a r d e d  by t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  a m a lg a m a t io n  a s
57t h e  m os t  a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e . "
New O r l e a n s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  m e r g e r  b i l l  came 
p r i n c i p a l l y  f ro m  two s o u r c e s :  R a d i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  c o n ­
s e r v a t i v e  n e w s p a p e r s .  Most o f  i t  d e v e l o p e d  a f t e r  t h e  b i l l  
p a s s e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  M arch ,  1876. The  R a d i c a l  p o l i t i ­
c i a n s  opposed  g r a n t i n g  a n y t h i n g  t o  B a to n  Rouge w h i l e  t h a t
uDavid  Boyd t o  Dr .  J .  W. D up ree ,  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  F e b r u ­
a r y  17 ,  1876; D a v id  Boyd t o  J u d g e  A. B. L e v i s s e ,  F e b r u a r y  
13, 1876,  i n  Boyd (David F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 6 .
57Annua l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  Board o f  C o n t r o l  o f  L o u i s i ­
ana  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e ,  1875,  i n  
Boyd (David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h le t s ,  18 7 6-79 ,  Box 20 .
p a r i s h  r e m a i n e d  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e  K e l lo g g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
a n d  e n g a g e d  i n  w i d e s p r e a d  i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  i t s  b l a c k  p o p u l a ­
t i o n .  They d i d  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  k e e p  G o v e rn o r  K e l l o g g  f rom 
s i g n i n g  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t e n  m o n th s .  The n e w sp a p e r  
o p p o s i t i o n  g rew  o u t  o f  a n  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l o s e  t h e  c o l l e g e  
t o  a n o t h e r  c i t y .  Fo r  s e v e r a l  weeks a f t e r  t h e  m e r g e r  b i l l  
p a s s e d  t h e  c i t y  p a p e r s  o f f e r e d  l e n g t h y  a rg u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  
i t s  a p p r o v a l  by t h e  g o v e r n o r .  Among t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r g e s  
made w ere  t h a t  (1 )  The U n i v e r s i t y  was " d e f u n c t ; " (2 )  i t s  
p r o p e r t y  and  t h a t  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  w o u ld  be  a t ­
t a c h e d  t o  l i q u i d a t e  i t s  d e b t ;  (3)  t h e  m e rg e r  b i l l  was a 
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  M o r r i l l  A c t  w h ich  a l l o w e d  o n l y  " A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l ” c o u r s e s  t o  be  t a u g h t ;  a n d  ( 4 )  t h e  
s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  was g o v e r n e d  by a  " r i n g "  a n x i o u s  t o  k e e p  
i t s e l f  i n  p o w e r .  Each c h a r g e  was t a k e n  up and  c a t e g o r i c a l ­
l y  d e n i e d  by "JWD" i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  New 
O r l e a n s  T im e s . "JWD" w e re  t h e  i n i t i a l s  o f  D r .  J .  W. D upree  
b u t  t h e  l e t t e r  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  o v e r  them  was D a v i d ' s ,  j u s t  
a s  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  m erg e r  b i l l ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  b i l l  i t s e l f ,  was w r i t t e n  by h im .  He c o m p l a i n e d  b i t ­
t e r l y  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  p a p e r s  which  a t t a c k e d  him a n d  t h e  m e rg ­
e r  b i l l  c h a r g e d  him t o  p r i n t  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  
w h ic h  he  w r o t e  i n  r e b u t t a l .  Not o n l y  t h a t ,  t h e y  u s u a l l y
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a p p e a r e d  " i n  s m a l l  t y p e  on t h e  l a s t  p a g e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e
58Plow P i c t u r e s  I "
One a t t a c k  l e v e l e d  by t h e  New O r l e a n s  T im es  a g a i n s t  
t h e  m e r g e r  b i l l  seem s t o  h a v e  d i s t u r b e d  D a v i d  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  
The p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  on A p r i l  3 ,  1 8 7 6 ,  t h a t  S e n a t o r  J .  H e n r i  
B u r c h ,  t h e  N e g ro  R e p u b l i c a n  f ro m  B a to n  R o u ge ,  " o r i g i n a t e d "  
t h e  m e r g e r  b i l l  i n  t h e  u p p e r  c h a m b e r .  D a v id  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
B u r c h ' s  name a t t a c h e d  t o  a n y  m e a s u r e ,  h o w e v e r  w o r t h w h i l e ,  
m i g h t  w e l l  d e s t r o y  i t .  When a  B a to n  Rouge p a p e r  c o p i e d  t h e  
T im es  a r t i c l e ,  D a v i d  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  e d i t o r .  He r e m i n d e d  
h im  t h a t  t h e  m erg e d  c o l l e g e  c o u l d  mean a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  t h e  
t o w n .  "The c o l l e g e  w i l l  come . . .  i f  t h e  p a p e r s  d o n ' t  s u c ­
c e e d  i n  r e n d e r i n g  i t  o d i o u s  t o  o u r  own ( D e m o c r a t i c )  p e o ­
p l e . "  He p l e a d e d  w i t h  t h e  e d i t o r  who h a d  h e l p e d  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  s o  much i n  t h e  p a s t  " n o t  t o  s c u t t l e  . . . / t h e  
b i l l /  now j u s t  b e c a u s e  o f  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  B u r c h . "  D a v id  
a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a  l i t t l e  p r a i s e  f o r  B u r c h ' s  p a r t  i n  
a s s i s t i n g  t h e  b i l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m ig h t  w e l l  w in
^ " O n e  Who Has R ead  t h e  B i l l , "  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  
New O r l e a n s  T i m e s , F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1876 ;  " J . W . D . , "  l e t t e r  t o  
t h e  e d i t o r ,  New O r l e a n s  T i m e s , March 2 ,  1876;  "M e rg e r  o f  
LSU a n d  A&M," e d i t o r i a l ,  New O r l e a n s  T i m e s , A p r i l  3 ,  1876;  
D a v i d  Boyd t o  S w a r b r i c k ' s  & C o . ,  A p r i l  4 ,  9 ,  1876;  D a v i d  
Boyd t o  W. C. A n n i s ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r -  
b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 ;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 2 9 2 - 9 5 .
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59some b l a c k  v o t e s  f o r  t h e  D e m o c ra t s  i n  Novembei ' .
D a v id  c e r t a i n l y  w a n t e d  B u r c h  t o  h a v e  f u l l  c r e d i t  
f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  p a s s i n g  t h e  m e a s u r e .  As h e  w r o t e  t o  D r .  
D u p re e :
A f t e r  S t a f f o r d  / h i s  nephew a n d  a  member o f  t h e  H o u s e / ,  
I  r e l y  on B u rc h ,  who se em s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  . . . / s e c u r e  
t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  s i g n a t u r e / .  And t o  h i s  f o r c e  i n  t h e  
s e n a t e  we a r e  i n d e b t e d  . . .  f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  
b i l l .  T h e r e  was some t r o u b l e  . . .  i n  t h e  House  . . . 
b u t  t h a t  was as  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  we wd h a v e  
h a d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  i f  B u rc h  h a d  e v e n  b e e n  n e u t r a l I 
W i t h o u t  h i s  a c t i v e  a d v o c a c y ,  t h e  b i l l  c o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  
b e e n  p a s s e d .  A l s o ,  we may b e  i n d e b t e d  t o  h i s  e f f o r t s  
i n  h a v i n g  t h e  G o v . ' s  s i g n a t u r e .  I  t h i n k  t h e  p e o p l e  o f
B. R. s h o u l d  do B u r c h  c r e d i t  on t h a t  s c o r e ,  w h a t e v e r  
b e  h i s  f a u l t s  o t h e r w i s e . 60
To B u r c h  h i m s e l f  D a v i d  w r o t e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
t h i n g  i n  D e cem b er ,  1 8 7 6 .  "On t h e  r e c o r d  o f  t h i s  U n i v e r s i ­
t y , "  D av id  p r o m i s e d ,  " y o u r  a c t  s h a l l  s t a n d  w r i t t e n . "  B u t  
i f  i t  e v e r  w a s ,  i t  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  e x p u n g e d .  T h a t  W i l l i a m  
T .  Sherman was t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  ( S e m i n a r y ' s )  f i r s t  s u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t  i s  s t i l l  unknown t o  many p e r s o n s  n o t  f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  h i s t o r y .  T h a t  D a v id  Boyd s p e n t  a 
l i f e t i m e  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  s e r v i c e  i s  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  
known; he  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  a  campus
5 9 D a v id  Boyd t o  W. C. A n n i s , e d i t o r  o f  t h e  B a to n
Rouge A d v o c a t e , u n d a te d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
6 0 D a v id  Boyd t o  D r .  J .  W. D u p r e e ,  March 1 0 ,  1 8 7 6 ,
i b i d .
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b u i l d i n g  b e a r s  h i s  nam e.  But  t h a t  a  b l a c k  R a d i c a l  
R e p u b l i c a n  p l a y e d  a  v i t a l  p a r t  i n  b r i n g i n g  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
an d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  t o  B a to n  R ouge ,  t h e r e b y  a i d i n g  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  i t s  f i g h t  f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  i s  one  o f  L o u i s i a n a ' s  
b e t t e r  k e p t  s e c r e t s . ® 1
®1D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  H e n r i  B u r c h ,  Decem ber  2 7 ,  1876 ,  
i b i d . D a v id  c e r t a i n l y  t r i e d  t o  g i v e  B u r c h  c r e d i t  p u b l i c l y .  
I n  A p r i l ,  1876 ,  he  w r o t e  an  a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  B a to n  Rouge 
A d v o c a t e . The a r t i c l e  was v e r y  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  t o  S e n a t o r  
B u r c h .  D a v id  w a n t e d  t h e  p a p e r s  t o  p u b l i s h  i t  a s  an  e d i ­
t o r i a l .  B u t  E d i t o r  W. C. A n n i s  r e f u s e d .  He s e n t  i t  b a c k  
t o  D a v id  f o r  r e v i s i o n  a n d  t h e n  p r i n t e d  i t  a s  a  l e t t e r  t o  
t h e  e d i t o r  o v e r  D a v i d ' s  s i g n a t u r e .  D a v i d ' s  o n l y  i n t e n t i o n ,  
h e  a s s u r e d  A n n i s , was t o  g i v e  B u r c h  c r e d i t  f o r  " t h e  g r e a t  
p u b l i c  g o o d  he  d i d ,  a n d  t o  k e e p  o u r  p e o p l e  f ro m  o p p o s i n g  
t h e  b i l l  b e c a u s e  B u r c h  i n t r o d u c e d  i t . "  D a v i d  Boyd t o  ¥/. C. 
A n n i s ,  e d i t o r  o f  B a t o n  Rouge A d v o c a t e , A p r i l  7 ,  1876 ,  i b i d . 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  P r o f e s s o r  R. S .  M c C u l lo c h ,  J .  H e n r i  B u rc h  " e n ­
g i n e e r e d "  t h e  m e r g e r  b i l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  s e n a t e  and  
l a t e r  p r o t e c t e d  i t  f r o m  a g u b e r n a t o r i a l  v e t o  " w i t h  t h e  hope  
o f  e s c a p i n g  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  h i s  d e f a l c a t i o n . "  A l l e g e d l y  
B u rc h  e m b e z z e l e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  s c h o o l  f u n d s .  B u t  e v en  
i f  he  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a c c u s e d  o f  t h e f t ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  
i n  B a to n  Rouge by 1874 was s u c h  t h a t  he  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  
v i s i t e d  h i s  d i s t r i c t  s a f e l y .  R. S .  M c C u l lo c h ,  R e a s o n s  F o r  
H is  R e s i g n a t i o n  From t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  A p r i l  2 ,  1880 ,  
p a m p h l e t , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,
Box / j /
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D a v id  B o y d ' s  b i l l  t o  m erg e  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  
C o l l e g e  r e c e i v e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  i n  M arch ,  1 8 7 6 .  B u t  
a s  D a v id  e x p e c t e d  G o v e rn o r  K e l l o g g  d i d  n o t  s i g n  i t .  "The 
O l d  A g r i c  C o l l e g e  S e t " w o u ld  d o  a l l  i t  c o u l d  t o  k e e p  t h e  
g o v e r n o r  f ro m  g i v i n g  h i s  a p p r o v a l .  R a d i c a l s  i n  New O r l e a n s  
w o u l d  a l s o  i n t e r f e r e .  "B u t  t h e  u n i t i n g  o f  t h e  two 
s c h o o l s , "  D a v i d  w r o t e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d ,  " i s  o n l y  a 
m a t t e r  o f  t i m e .  I n  a l l  human p r o b a b i l i t y ,  t h e  1 s t  Monday 
i n  J a n y .  n e x t  j / 1 8 7 7 /  w i l l  s e e  e i t h e r  a  g o o d  D e m o cra t  o r  H.
C. Warmoth,  Gov.  o f  La.  E i t h e r  w i l l  s i g n  t h e  b i l l ."'*'
Only p a r t  o f  D a v i d ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  came t o  p a s s .  By 
t h e  " 1 s t  Monday i n  J a n y .  n e x t , "  L o u i s i a n a  a g a i n  h a d  two 
g o v e r n o r s .  As D a v id  e x p e c t e d ,  one  was " a  good  D e m o c r a t , "  
G e n e r a l  F r a n c i s  T. N i c h o l l s .  B u t  t h e  o t h e r ,  S .  B. P a c k a r d ,
^ a v i d  Boyd t o  W. L.  S a n f o r d ,  A p r i l  6 ,  1876 ;  D av id  
B oyd  t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  March 12, 1 876 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id
F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 6 .
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was a  C ustom s House R e p u b l i c a n  a n d  a  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
f o e  o f  H enry  C la y  W arm oth . U nder t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  D a v i d ' s  
m e rg e r  b i l l  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  n e i t h e r .  H ow ever, t h e  
m e a s u re  was n o t  d e a d .  A r t i c l e  66 o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
1868 p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a c t s  p a s s e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a u t o m a t i ­
c a l l y  becam e law  on t h e  f i r s t  d ay  o f  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  l e g i s ­
l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  i f  n o t  s i g n e d  o r  v e t o e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  b e ­
f o r e  t h e n .  S e n a t o r  J .  H e n r i  B u rc h  a s s u r e d  D a v id  t h a t  t h e  
o u t g o i n g  g o v e r n o r ,  W i l l i a m  K e l lo g g ,  h a d  n o t  v e t o e d  t h e  
m e rg e r  b i l l .  I t  h a d  become la w . N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  D a v id  was 
c o n c e r n e d .  H is  b i l l ,  l i k e  many o t h e r s  a d o p te d  by t h e  p r e ­
c e d i n g  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  h a d  n o t  b e e n  p r o m u l g a t e d .  He was a f r a i d  
t h a t  i t  m ig h t  b e  l o s t ,  s t o l e n  o r  d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
t h e n  g o in g  on b e tw e e n  t h e  N i c h o l l s  a n d  P a c k a r d  g o v e r n m e n ts .  
D a v id  knew t h a t  a s  o f  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1 8 7 7 , t h e  m e rg e r  a c t  r e ­
p o s e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  J u d g e  D i b b l e ,  a c t i n g  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  
i n  t h e  K e l lo g g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  He s u g g e s t e d  t o  D r ,  J .  W. 
D u p re e ,  t h e  s c h o o l  p h y s i c i a n  r e c e n t l y  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  f ro m  B a to n  R ouge , t h a t  i t  s t a y  t h e r e  u n t i l  h e  (D a v id )  
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y ,  D a v id  knew Ju d g e  D i b b l e ,  who 
m ig h t  "do  f o r  h im  w h a t  h e  m ig h t  n o t "  f o r  D r. D u p re e . 2
2
D a v id  Boyd t o  S w a r b r i c k ' s ,  J a n u a ry  3 ,  1877; D a v id
Boyd t o  D r. J .  W. D u p r e e ,  J a n u a ry  1 3 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i b i d . , 1 8 7 6 - 7 7 ;
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By J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1 87 7 , t h e  m e rg e r  a c t  was p r o m u lg a te d  
by t h e  P a c k a r d  g o v e rn m e n t .  T h re e  d a y s  l a t e r  D a v id  t h a n k e d  
S e n a t o r  J .  H e n r i  B u rc h  f o r  t h e  " n o b le  w o rk "  h e  h a d  done  i n  
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  new s c h o o l .  He p r o m is e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  B u rc h  was 
" p r o p e r l y  c r e d i t e d "  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  He a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  f u r t h e r  s t e p s  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  s c h o o l  and  t o  a p p o i n t  a 
B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  b e  p o s t p o n e d  u n t i l  c o n d i t i o n s  became 
more s t a b l e .  T h en  h e  o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p  B u r c h .  The s e n a t o r  
h a d  b e en  f o r c e d  o u t  o f  B a to n  Rouge by R e g u l a t o r s  m ore t h a n  
a  y e a r  b e f o r e .  O nly  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  h i s  l i f e  c o u l d  h e  r e ­
t u r n  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h e  r e p r e s e n t e d .  Tom Boyd was u n sy m p a­
t h e t i c  t o  t h e  s e n a t o r .  He d i d  n o t  t r u s t  B u rc h  a n d  th o u g h t  
h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  m e rg e r  a c t  w e re  i n s i n c e r e ,  d e ­
s i g n e d  o n l y  t o  c o n c i l i a t e  w h i t e  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  B a to n  R ouge. 
B u t  D a v id  was m ore c h a r i t a b l e .  In  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  J a n u a r y  26 
t o  B u rch  h e  r e m a r k e d  " I f  you  s h d ,  p o s s i b l y ,  h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  
f e a r  any  p e r s o n a l  h a rm , i n  t h e s e  t r o u b l o u s  t i m e s ,  p l e a s e  l e t
O
me know, a n d  I  s h a l l  t r y  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u . 1,0
R e p r i n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S e n a t e  J o u r n a l , J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1 8 7 7 , i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  1 8 7 5 -8 6 ,  Box 19.
3Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  Decem ber 3 1 ,  1876; New O r l e a n s  
R e p u b l i c a n , J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  1 8 77 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Bax 
17; D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  H e n r i  B u r c h ,  J a n u a r y  2 6 , 1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 -7 7 .
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P r o m u l g a t i o n  by t h e  P a c k a r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  d i d  n o t  e n d  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t  o f  m e r g e r .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  i t  g av e  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  o p p o n e n ts  o f  t h e  la w , t h e  G r a n g e r s  a n d  t h e  a d m in ­
i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e ,  a n o t h e r  c h a n c e  t o  
c h a l l e n g e  i t .  When t h e  P a c k a r d  g o v e rn m e n t  f e l l  i n  M arch , 
1877 , t h e y  c o u l d  c l a i m  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i t  d i d  h a d  an y  v a l i d i t y .  
B u t t h e y  d i d  n o t  w a i t  f o r  t h e  N i c h o l l s  g o v e rn m e n t  t o  be  
f o r m a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  b e f o r e  l a u n c h i n g  t h e i r  a t t a c k s .  On 
J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  187 7 , a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  N i c h o l l s  s e n a t e  
a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  C o m m ittee  on P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  B a to n  R o u g e . D a v id  
was n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  i n t e n t .  Was i t  d e s i g n e d  t o  
h e l p  t h e  c r e d i t o r s ,  t o  d i s c r e d i t  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  t o  
b l o c k  t h e  m e rg e r  w i t h  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e ?  I n  any 
c a s e ,  how c o u l d  h e  l e g i t i m a t e l y  d e f e n d  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
w h ic h  h e  was no  l o n g e r  a  p a r t ?  The U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  h i s  j o b  
c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t  when t h e  m e rg e r  law  was p r o m u l g a t e d .  B e­
s i d e s ,  he  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  a p p e a r i n g  b e f o r e  a  
body  w h ic h  i t s e l f  was n o t  f o r m a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d .  What i f  t h e  
P a c k a r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  w e re  f i n a l l y  s u s t a i n e d ? ^
^ R e p r i n t  o f  S e n a t e  J o u r n a l , J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1877 , i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  1 8 7 5 -8 6 ;  D a v id  Boyd 
t o  D r .  J .  W. D u p re e ,  F e b r u a r y  1 , F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 -7 7 .
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D a v id  e v e n t u a l l y  o v e rcam e  h i s  m i s g i v i n g s .  A f t e r  
r e p e a t e d  u r g i n g s ,  h e  w en t  t o  New O r l e a n s  a b o u t  F e b r u a r y  12, 
1877 , t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o m m it te e s  o f  t h e  
N i c h o l l s  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He r e m a in e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  u n t i l  l a t e  
A p r i l ,  By t h a t  t im e  t h e r e  was no  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  l e g a l i ­
t y  o f  t h e  N i c h o l l s  g o v e rn m e n t ,  b u t  t h e  m e rg e r  a c t  was s t i l l  
b e in g  c h a l l e n g e d .  A p e t i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  u n i o n  o f  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
t h e  N i c h o l l s  l e g i s l a t u r e  e a r l y  i n  F e b r u a r y .  A bout t h e  same 
t im e  a  b i l l  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  m e r g e r  a c t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  lo w e r  
h o u s e .  By a v o t e  o f  s i x  t o  t h r e e  t h e  c o m m it te e  t o  w h ic h  i t  
was r e f e r r e d  r e p o r t e d  i t  u n f a v o r a b l y ,  b u t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  p r e ­
s e n t e d  a  s u b s t i t u t e ,  s i m i l a r  i n  i n t e n t .  A few  d a y s  l a t e r  
t h e  s u b s t i t u t e  was i n d e f i n i t e l y  p o s t p o n e d .  Even f i n a l  a d ­
jo u r n m e n t  on A p r i l  2 6 ,  1 8 7 7 , d i d  n o t  e n d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .
An e x - s t u d e n t  in f o r m e d  D a v id  i n  mid-M ay t h a t  t h e  "O ld  A g r i c .  
& Mech. C o l l e g e  p a r t y "  was s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  p r o m u l ­
g a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e rg e r  a c t  by  t h e  N i c h o l l s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
B ut t h e i r  e f f o r t s  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d .  On May 19 , 18 77 , a n o t h ­
e r  e x - s t u d e n t ,  i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  o f  
L o u i s i a n a ,  f i n a l l y  a n n o u n c e d  p r o m u l g a t i o n  o f  "An A c t  t o  
u n i t e  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  . . .  a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e  . . . i n t o  one  a n d  t h e  sam e
j;
i n s t i t u t i o n . "
Long b e f o r e  t h e  a c t  o f  m e r g e r  r e c e i v e d  o f f i c i a l  
s a n c t i o n  fx-om t h e  N i c h o l l s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  D a v id  b e g a n  
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  men who m ig h t  be  a p p o i n t e d  t o  s e r v e  on 
t h e  B o a rd  o f  t h e  new s c h o o l .  On J a n u a r y  13 , 1 8 7 7 , he  c o n ­
f i d e d  t o  D r .  D u p ree  t h a t  i f  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  a s k e d  h i s  a d ­
v i c e ,  he  w o u ld  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  s u g g e s t  some " s u i t a b l e  
n a m e s ."  U n t i l  t h e n  h e  d i d  n o t  " w is h  t o  p l a y  p a r t i s a n . "
B u t  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f  " b r e a k i n g  h i s  own r u l e "  n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e ,  
D a v id  u r g e d  D u p ree  t o  w ork  f o r  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  D r .  Rob­
e r t  H. R y la n d .  R y la n d  was M a s te r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  G ra n g e  a n d  a  
member o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  C o n t r o l  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  
M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e .  F o r  m onths h e  h a d  f o u g h t  D a v i d ' s  a t ­
t e m p ts  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
C o l l e g e .  H ow ever, D a v id  r e a s o n e d ,  i f  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  made 
R y la n d  a s u p e r v i s o r ,  t h e  G r a n g e r s  m ig h t  c e a s e  t h e i r
5D a v id  Boyd t o  E . W. H i l g a r d ,  May 1 , 1877; D a v id
Boyd t o  D r .  J .  W. D u p re e ,  F e b r u a r y  2 ,  1877; D. F .  Boyd,
Memorandum, u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 6 -7 7 ;  D. M. B ro s n a n  t o  D. F .  B oyd , F e b r u a r y  6 , 1 8 7 7 , i n
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  R e g i s t e r  o f  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,
1 8 7 4 -7 7 ;  M a j o r i t y  a n d  M i n o r i t y  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  C o m m ittee  on 
C h a r i t a b l e  a n d  P u b l i c  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  March 8 , 1 8 7 7 , L o u i s i ­
a n a  House J o u r n a l . E x t i - a  S e s s i o n ,  1 8 7 7 , p p .  2 3 - 2 4 ,  4 1 ;  New 
O r l e a n s  D e m o c ra t . J u n e  1 , 1 877 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  
N e w sp a p e rs ,  Box 17 .
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o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  new s c h o o l  an d  "do i t  much g o o d ."®  D a v id  
a l s o  w a n te d  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d  o f  R a p id e s  a n d  J u d g e  W. B. Egan 
o f  S h r e v e p o r t  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  Ap­
p a r e n t l y  a c t i n g  on h i s  own a u t h o r i t y ,  h e  o b t a i n e d  S a n f o r d ' s  
" c o n s e n t "  t o  s e r v e  a s  e a r l y  a s  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 7 7 . B u t  G o v e rn o r  
N i c h o l l s  d i d  n o t  a n n o u n c e  h i s  a p p o in t m e n t s  u n t i l  A p r i l  2 6 ,  
t h e  l a s t  day  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .  D a v id  b o a s t e d  t h a t  h e  com­
p i l e d  t h e  l i s t  f ro m  w h ic h  t h e  g o v e r n o r  made h i s  s e l e c t i o n s .  
I f  s o ,  he  was v e r y  g e n e r o u s  t o  New O r l e a n s  an d  t h e  " o l d  Ag­
r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  P a r t y "  i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h a t  l i s t .  B e s id e s  
D r .  R y la n d ,  t h e  f i n a l  a p p o i n t e e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  G ra n g e  and  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  New O r l e a n s  
M e ch a n ic s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  D a v id  e x p e c t e d  e v e n  m ore c o n c e s ­
s i o n s  t o  be  made when t h e  B o a rd  m et t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  s c h o o l .  
He w r o te  a  f r i e n d  t h a t  som e o f  " t h e  o l d  p r o f s ,  o f  b o th  
s c h o o l s "  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  b e  named t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  new 
U n i v e r s i t y .  F o r  h i m s e l f  h e  w a n te d  a n d  e x p e c t e d  n o t h i n g .
" I  may h av e  t o  s t a y  h e r e  ^ a t o n  R o u g e /  t i l l  J u l y ,  t o  c l o s e
° D a v id  Boyd t o  D r .  J .  W. D u p re e ,  J a n u a r y  13 , 14 ,
2 7 ,  1877, i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 -7 7 .  R y la n d  
w as n o t  an  e a s y  man t o  c o n c i l i a t e .  I n  1877 he  was a  member 
o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  on t h e  House 
C o m m ittee  on C h a r i t a b l e  a n d  P u b l i c  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w h ic h  
recom m ended  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  m e rg e r  a c t .  L o u i s i a n a  H ouse 
J o u r n a l , E x t r a  S e s s i o n ,  M arch 8 , 1 8 7 7 , p .  2 4 .
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t h i s  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l ;  b u t  I  am g o in g  away s u r e .
7I  s h a l l  n e v e r  h o l d  o f f i c e  m  t h e  new s c h o o l . "
B e f o r e  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e  new U n i v e r s i ­
t y  c o u ld  a s s e m b le ,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  B o a r d ,  o r  a  
p a r t  o f  i t ,  c o n v e n e d  i n  New O r l e a n s  t o  p l a n  a  s t r a t e g y  o f  
l e g a l  d e l a y  a n d  o b s t r u c t i o n .  The g r o u p  met i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
o f  R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r ,  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n .  L u s h e r  was i n  t h e  p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e  o f  b e in g  a  
m em ber, by la w , o f  b o th  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  B o a rd  a n d  
t h a t  o f  t h e  new U n i v e r s i t y .  So was G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s ,  b u t  
h e  was n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  C o u n t in g  L u s h e r ,  whom 
t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  c h o s e  t o  p r e s i d e ,  a  b a r e  quorum  o f  f i v e  was 
p r e s e n t .  The m a in  i t e m  o f  b u s i n e s s  was t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by 
P r e s i d e n t  J .  L . C r o s s ,  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e ,  o f  a  
r e p o r t  w h ich  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e  a c t  m e rg in g  t h e  
C o l l e g e  and  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  C ro ss  w a n te d  t h e  B o a rd  t o  s e e k  
a n  i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  new s c h o o l ' s  B o a rd  u n t i l  t h e  
s t a t u t e  c o u ld  b e  t e s t e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t s .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  he  d i s ­
p u t e d  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  s e c t i o n  one  o f  t h e  
m e rg e r  law . I t  d e s c r i b e d ,  by l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  tw o s c h o o l s  t o
^ D av id  Boyd t o  W. A. S e a y ,  J a n u a r y  / ? / ,  1877; D a v id  
Boyd t o  W i l l i a m  Van P e l t ,  May 1, 1877 ; D a v id  Boyd t o  E . W. 
H i l g a r d ,  May 1 , 1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
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b e  u n i t e d .  T h e r e  w a s ,  C ro s s  m a i n t a i n e d ,  no  " S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  A l e x a n d r i a ,  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  R a p id e s ;  n o r  d o e s  
t h e r e  e x i s t  an  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  
P a r i s h  o f  S t .  B e r n a r d . "  The S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  was i n  B a to n  
Rouge a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  was s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  i n  
New O r l e a n s .  A l th o u g h  i t  owned l a n d  i n  S t .  B e r n a r d ,  f o r  
"w an t o f  f u n d s "  i t  h a d  n o t  moved t o  t h e  new l o c a t i o n .  C r o s s  
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  " a l l  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  . . . law  d e p e n d  
u p o n  t h e  1s t  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  i f  t h a t  i s  d e f e c t i v e ,  t h e  w h o le
Q
law  m u st  b e . "
R o b e r t  L u s h e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l ­
l e g e  B o a rd  a s k  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  f o r  an  o p i n i o n  b e f o r e  
a p p l y i n g  f o r  an  i n j u n c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r s  a p p a r e n t l y  s i d e d  
w i t h  C r o s s .  D a v id  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  s u r p r i s e d .  F i f t e e n  
m o n th s  b e f o r e ,  when t h e  m e rg e r  a c t  was f i r s t  p a s s e d  by t h e  
K e l lo g g  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  h e  h a d  a n t i c i p a t e d  d e l a y i n g  t a c t i c s ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  an i n j u n c t i o n ,  by " t h e  O ld A g r i c .  C o l l e g e  S e t . "  
W hat he  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  was t h e  p a s s i v i t y  w i t h  w h ic h  
t h e  new U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  r e s p o n d e d .  The new B o a rd  m et on 
J u l y  2 ,  1877 , i n  B a to n  R o uge . B eyond n am ing  a  c o m m it te e  t o
^ R e p o r t  o f  J .  L. C r o s s  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  C o n t r o l  o f  
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e ,
J u n e  5 , 187 7 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  New O r l e a n s  D e m o c ra t , J u n e  6 , 
1 8 77 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 1 7 .
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c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l le g e  B oard  a b o u t  t h e  
t r a n s f e r  o f  i t s  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  d i d  l i t t l e  o f  any  
c o n s e q u e n c e .  They d i d  o f f e r  D av id  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  
new s c h o o l ,  b u t  h e  d e c l i n e d  " th e  h i g h  and  h o n o r a b l e "  p o s i ­
t i o n  f o r  " p u r e l y  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s . "  Then t h e y  a d jo u r n e d  t o  
m ee t i n  New O r le a n s  on J u l y  3 1 .  D a v id  was d e s p o n d e n t .  He 
t o l d  h i s  b r o t h e r  Tom t h a t  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n ,  i f  n o t  q u a s h e d ,  
m ig h t  r e s u l t  i n  l i t i g a t i o n  w h ich  w o u ld  d r a g  on u n t i l  Novem­
b e r ,  1 877 , o r  e v e n  J a n u a r y ,  1878 . I n  t h e  m ean w h ile  t h e  new 
s c h o o l ,  s c h e d u l e d  t o  open  on O c to b e r  5 ,  w ould  h a v e  no f u n d s  
w i th  w h ich  t o  o p e r a t e .  I t  w ou ld  h a v e  t o  make do  w i th  t h e  
f e e s  p a i d  by t h e  few  b o a r d i n g  s t u d e n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e  m e rg e r  
a c t  made t u i t i o n  f r e e  t o  a l l .  B u t w o rse  t h a n  t h e  s h o r t a g e  
o f  money was t h e  d a n g e r  o f  l o s i n g  t o o  much t i m e .  I f  t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  f a i l e d  t o  w in  i t s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  D i s t r i s t  
C o u r t ,  i t  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  Suprem e C o u r t .  By 
t h a t  t im e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w o u ld  be i n  s e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ' s  e n e m ie s  m ig h t  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  m erg e r  law  r e p e a l e d .9
D a v id  c o u ld  n o t  b e a r  t o  s t a y  i n  B a to n  R ouge, d o in g
9 I b i d . ; D av id  Boyd t o  Wm. Van P e l t ,  March 12, 1 87 6 , 
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 6 ;  M in u te s  o f  t h e  
B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  2 ,  3 ,  1877; Tom Boyd t o  L, 
B o u r g e o i s ,  J u l y  14 , 1877; Tom Boyd t o  D r .  J .  L . D e s L a t t e s ,  
J u l y  / J / ,  1877, i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 6 -8 0 .
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n o t h i n g ,  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  B o a rd  m e e t in g  to o k  p l a c e .  He w en t  
t o  New O r l e a n s  on  J u l y  8 , 1 8 7 7 , t o  s p u r  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  
and  t h e  o t h e r  B o a rd  members i n t o  a c t i o n .  The g o v e r n o r ,  h e  
t o l d  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  was " t o o  s l o w ; "  h e  w o u ld  n o t  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
new U n i v e r s i t y ' s  a g e n t  t o  " t a k e  o v e r "  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l ­
l e g e  p r o p e r t y  i n  S t .  B e r n a r d  p a r i s h ,  a n d  no  o ne  on t h e  
B o a rd  se em e d  w i l l i n g  t o  a c t  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  u n l e s s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  em pow ered  by G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  o r  t h e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l .  I n  m i d - J u l y  D a v id  w en t  home f o r  a  b r i e f  v i s i t .
When h e  r e t u r n e d  he  f o u n d  n o t h i n g  c h a n g e d .  The i n j u n c t i o n  
s t i l l  w e n t  u n c h a l l e n g e d ,  a n d  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  s t i l l  r e ­
f u s e d  t o  c o n v e n e  t h e  B o a rd  b e f o r e  J u l y  3 1 .  D a v id  t r i e d  a  
new t a c k .  He a s k e d  N i c h o l l s  t o  em p lo y  a la w y e r  t o  " f o l l o w  
t h e  / U n i v e r s i t y ' s /  c a s e . "  N i c h o l l s  a g r e e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
i d e a  w i t h  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  L a t e r  D a v id  made t h e  same 
s u g g e s t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ,  who s a i d  h e  w o u ld  " c o n ­
s u l t  t h e  g o v e r n o r "  a b o u t  i t .  F r u s t r a t e d ,  D a v id  g ru m b le d  
t o  a  f r i e n d l y  B o a rd  member: " I f  I  w e re  o f f i c i a l l y  c o n ­
n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l ,  I  m ig h t  s a y  m o re ,  do m o re .  B u t 
a s  i t  i s ,  I  m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l  how I  e v e n  s u g g e s t ,  l e s t  I  be  
t o l d  p o l i t e l y  t o  'm in d  my own b u s i n e s s . 1" * 0
10Tom Boyd t o  L. B o u r g e o i s ,  J u l y  1 4 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 -8 0 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , J u l y
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As t h e  d a y s  p a s s e d ,  D a v id  grew  i n c r e a s i n g l y  w o r r i e d .  
He f e a r e d  t h e  c a u t i o u s  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  w o u ld  r e f u s e  t o  
open  t h e  s c h o o l  i f  i t s  fu n d s  w e re  s t i l l  e n cu m b ere d  i n  O c to ­
b e r ,  T h e r e  was no  r e a s o n  f o r  s u c h  t i m i d i t y .  I t  w o u ld  be  
e a s y ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t ,  t o  f i n d  f i v e  o r  s i x  young  p r o f e s s o r s  
w i l l i n g  t o  w ork  w i t h o u t  pay  u n t i l  t h e  l e g a l  "m ess"  was s e t ­
t l e d .  T h e n ,  i f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  l o s t  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  B o a rd  
w o u ld  owe t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  n o t h i n g .  B u t  i n  D a v i d 's  o p i n i o n ,  
t h e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  w in  e a s i l y  i n  t h e  c o u r t s .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  
B o a rd  d i d  n o t  a g r e e .  When i t  d i d  m eet on J u l y  3 1 ,  i t  s p e n t  
tw o d a y s  i n  d e s u l t o r y  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  a d j o u r n e d  w i t h o u t  p o s i ­
t i v e  a c t i o n .  O nly i f  t h e  " i n j u n c t i o n  m a t t e r "  w e re  s e t t l e d  
b e f o r e  O c to b e r  w o u ld  t h e  members r e c o n v e n e  t o  " o r g a n i z e "  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  M e an w h ile ,  m a t t e r s  d r i f t e d ,  and  D a v i d ' s  
a la r m  i n c r e a s e d .  He d o u b te d  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n s  w ou ld  
b e  r e s o l v e d  i n  t im e  f o r  t h e  f a l l  t e r m .  "And i f  i t  d o e s n ’ t  
o pen  i n  O c t .  i t  w i l l  be  c l o s e d  t i l l  a f t e r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
m e e ts  a n d  t h e n  i t  w i l l  be  h a r d  t o  s a v e  t h e  ^ m e r g e r /  b i l l . "  
D a v id  p l e a d e d  w i t h  v a r i o u s  B o a rd  members t o  open  t h e  s c h o o l ,  
r e g a r d l e s s ,  and  t o  e l e c t  a  f a c u l t y  f o r  i t .  B ut G o v e rn o r
2 1 ,  1377 , i n  Boyd (T h o s .  D . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 1 , D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
A r c h i v e s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  A. A. 
Gunby, J u l y  2 3 ,  1877 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1877-78.
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N i c h o l l s  r e m a in e d  a d a m a n t ,  a n d  o t h e r s  on t h e  B o a rd  t o o k  t h e  
11same p o s i t i o n .
D u r in g  A u g u s t ,  1877, D a v id  t r i e d  s e v e r a l  new a p ­
p r o a c h e s  t o  e n s u r e  a n  O c to b e r  o p e n i n g .  C a r e f u l  r e s e a r c h  
c o n v in c e d  h im , he  t o l d  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s ,  t h a t  none  o f  t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  B o a rd  m em bers b r i n g i n g  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  
had  a l e g a l  c l a im  t o  h i s  p o s t .  E i t h e r  t h e i r  a p p o in t m e n t s  
had  e x p i r e d  o r  t h e y  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  by t h e  s e n a t e  
a s  r e q u i r e d  by la w .  When t h a t  a rg u m e n t  l e f t  N i c h o l l s  u n ­
moved, D a v id  a p p r o a c h e d  D r. W i l l i a m s ,  t h e  B o a r d ' s  
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  He b e g g e d  W i l l i a m s  t o  c a l l  a  B o a rd  m e e t in g  
on h i s  own a u t h o r i t y .  The g o v e r n o r ,  D a v id  a r g u e d ,  w o u ld  no t 
i n t e r f e r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  D r. D u p re e  i n s t i g a t e d  t h e  B a to n  
Rouge c i t i z e n r y  t o  " c l a m o r "  f o r  a c t i o n .  B u t  D r .  W i l l i a m s  
d i d  n o t  su c c u m b . T h e n  D av id  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  open 
t h e  s c h o o l  i n  O c to b e r  m ig h t  r e s u l t  i n  i t s  r e t u r n  t o  R a p id e s  
P a r i s h ,  t o  w h ic h  W i l l i a m s  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  o p p o se d  o p e n in g  
t h e  s c h o o l  i n  O c to b e r  u n d e r  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i f  f u n d s  w ere  
n o t  " i n  h a n d . "  On t h i s  i s s u e  W i l l i a m s  f e l t  m ore s t r o n g l y  
t h a n  N i c h o l l s .  The g o v e r n o r  d i d  f i n a l l y  a g r e e  t o  c a l l  a
i;LD av id  Boyd t o  A. A. G unby , J u l y  2 3 ,  1877 , i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  Le t t e r b o o k s , 1377-7 S ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd ,
J u l y  3 1 ,  A u g u s t  1 , 1 S 7 7 , i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,
1 8 7 5 -7 7 ,  Box 1 .
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B o a rd  m e e t in g  b e f o r e  O c to b e r  i f  D av id  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  h im  
w i t h  a  l i s t  o f  tw o  t o  f o u r  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  a p r o s p e c t i v e  
p r e s i d e n t ,  a l l  o f  whom w o u ld  p l e d g e  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  w o rk  w i t h ­
o u t  p a y .  They m u s t  a l s o  p r o m i s e  t o  make no f u t u r e  c l a im s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  i n  c a s e  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  w ere  n o t  q u a s h e d .  
D a v id  t h o u g h t  h e  c o u ld  s e c u r e  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  b u t  f i n d i n g  
a  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a n y  a b i l i t y  who w ou ld  a g r e e  t o  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s
m ig h t  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more d i f f i c u l t .  H ow ever, h e  b e g a n
1 9s e a r c h i n g  a t  o n c e .
By t h e  e n d  o f  A u g u s t  D a v id  was d i s i l l u s i o n e d .  The 
g o v e r n o r ,  h e  f o u n d ,  s p e n t  v e r y  l i t t l e  t i m e  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  
T h a t  was t h e  " l a s t  p l a c e "  a n y o n e  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  h im .  N e v e r ­
t h e l e s s ,  D a v id  i n t e n d e d  t o  " b a d g e r "  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  
u n t i l  h e  c a l l e d  a  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  B o a rd .  "Our s c h o o l  m ust 
o p en  O c t .  5; o r  I ’ l l  anno y  / t h e /  G o v r . ,  a n d  B o a rd  o f  S p r s .  
t o  d e a t h , "  h e  w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r  Tom, H is  t a c t i c s  p r o v e d  
s u c c e s s f u l .  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  f i n a l l y  s c h e d u l e d  a  B o a rd  
m e e t in g  f o r  S e p te m b e r  18 , 1 S 7 7 ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  a  h e a r i n g  on
12
D a v id  Boyd, " S t a t u s  o f  Members o f  B o a rd  o f  C ontroL , 
L a . S t a t e  A g r i c . & Mecia C o l l e g e , "  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  
F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s , 1877 -7 8 ; D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A u g u s t  4 ,
7 ,  8 , 13 , 1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 7 ,  Box 1; 
Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, A u g u s t  10, 16, 1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd (Thomas 
D .)  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 -8 0 .
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t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  was t o  he  h e l d ,  D a v id  f e l t  r e l i e v e d .  He
now was s u r e  t h e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  open  a s  lo n g  a s  " o u r  own"
m em bers o f  t h e  B o a rd  s t o o d  f i r m  a n d  w e re  n o t  sw ay e d  by  D r ,
R y l a n d ' s  " n o n s e n s e "  o r  som e " m is ta k e n  i d e a  o f  c o u r t e s y  t o  
13t h e  G o v ,"  B u t  when t h e  members a s s e m b le d ,  D a v i d ' s  s u p ­
p o r t e r s  w e re  g r e a t l y  o u tn u m b e r e d .  He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h u r t  
t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  t h r e e  a lu m n i ,  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e  a c t  
o f  m e r g e r ,  f a i l e d  t o  p u t  i n  an  a p p e a r a n c e .  The " R y la n d  
g r o u p "  a t t e n d e d  en  m a s s e .  Too l a t e  D a v id  r e a l i z e d  h i s  m i s ­
t a k e  i n  h a v in g  G r a n g e r s  nam ed t o  t h e  B o a rd  a f t e r  d e f e a t i n g  
th e m  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T hey  r e p a i d  h i s  g e n e r o s i t y  by 
v o t i n g  a g a i n s t  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  o pen  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A f t e r  
t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  s t r u g g l e ,  h e  w r o te  one  o f  t h e  e r r a n t  a lu m n i ,
i t  w o u ld  b r e a k  h i s  h e a r t  t o  s e e  a l l  h i s  w ork  go f o r  
14n o t h i n g .
By t h e  e n d  o f  S e p te m b e r  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  b e e n  s e t  a s i d e ,  and  i t s  a u t h o r s  h a d  d e c i d e d  
n o t  t o  a p p e a l  t o  a  h i g h e r  c o u r t .  The g o v e r n o r  h a s t e n e d  t o
13D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A u g u s t  2 8 ,  3 0 ,  S e p te m b e r  
3 ,  1S77, i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 7 ,  Box 1 .
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  E . W. S u t h e r l i n ,  S e p te m b e r  1 9 ,
1 8 7 7 ; D av id  Boyd t o  T . L. G r im e s ,  S e p te m b e r  19 , 1877; D av id  
B oyd t o  A. A, Gunby, S e p te m b e r  19 , 1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 ;  M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  
S e p te m b e r  1 9 , 1 8 7 7 .
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c o n v en e  t h e  B o a rd  i n  t im e  f o r  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  o p e n in g ,  b u t  
tw o m e e t in g s  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  week o f  O c to b e r  f a i l e d  
t o  p ro d u c e  a  quorum . D a v id ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p r o c e d e d  on h i s  own 
a u t h o r i t y .  He o p en ed  a  " f r e e  s c h o o l "  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  on 
O c to b e r  5 ,  1877 . Two w eeks l a t e r  eno ugh  members o f  t h e  
B o a rd  a s s e m b le d  t o  e l e c t  a  p r e s i d e n t  and  a p p o in t  a  f a c u l ­
t y .  D a v i d 's  t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d  dream  f i n a l l y  becam e a r e a l i -
B e c a u se  he  vowed n e v e r  t o  " h o l d  a  p o s t "  i n  t h e  new 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  D a v id  h a d  t o  s t a r t  l o o k in g  f o r  o t h e r  em ploym ent 
f a i r l y  so o n  a f t e r  t h e  m e rg e r  a c t  p a s s e d .  As a l r e a d y  
d e s c r i b e d  h e  made s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  l a t e  i n  1876 t o  f i n d  
p r o p e r t y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  w h ich  h e  h o p e d  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  som ew here  i n  V i r g i n i a .  B u t t h o s e  e f f o r t s  had  t o  
b e  ab an d o n ed  when t h e  d i s p u t e d  e l e c t i o n  o f  1876 a n d  t h e  r e ­
s u l t i n g  d u a l  g o v e rn m e n ts  p r e v e n t e d  p r o m u lg a t i o n  o f  t h e  
m e rg e r  law u n t i l  May, 1877 . M eanw hile , s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p o s s i ­
b i l i t i e s  d e v e lo p e d .  F r i e n d s  i n  New O r le a n s  t r i e d  t o  i n t e r ­
e s t  D av id  i n  t h e  c i t y  s c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c y , b u t  h e  r e ­
f u s e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  any j o b  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  A b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l
15L. B o u rg e o is  t o  Tom Boyd, O c to b e r  17, 1877; D a v id  
Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, O c to b e r  7 ,  1877, i n  Boyd (Thomas D .)  
P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 7 ,  Box 1; M in u tes  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  
O c to b e r  1 , 4 ,  17 , 18 , 1877 .
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i n  V i r g i n i a  s t i l l  se em e d  l i k e  t h e  b e s t  i d e a .  When som eone  
w r o t e  h im  t h a t  M o n t i c e l l o  m ig h t  be  a v a i l a b l e ,  h e  c o n t a c t e d  
t h e  o w n e rs  i n  New Y ork  a n d  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  T h e i r  r e p l i e s  
w e re  n o t  e n c o u r a g i n g ,  b u t  by  J u n e ,  18 77 , he  h a d  o t h e r  p r o s ­
p e c t s .  H is  f r i e n d s  i n  M a ry la n d ,  R i c h a r d  V e n a b le  a n d  Jam es 
G a r n e t t ,  h a d  f o u n d  a s u i t a b l e  s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y  n e a r  B a l t i ­
m o re .  And G reenw ood , one  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  s i t e s  l o c a t e d  by 
h i s  e x - s t u d e n t  R i c h a r d  H ancock  i n  1 8 7 6 , was a l s o  s t i l l  
a v a i l a b l e .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  J u n e ,  1 8 77 , h e  was i n v i t e d  t o  a p ­
p l y  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  
K n o x v i l l e .  To Thomas J e f f e r s o n  B oyd, t h e  T e n n e s s e e  p o s t  
se em e d  m ore a t t r a c t i v e  t h a n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s .  He t h o u g h t  
D a v id  w o u ld  do h i s  f a m i l y  an d  h i m s e l f  a g r a v e  " i n j u s t i c e ” 
i f  h e  d i d  n o t  " l e n d  a  w i l l i n g  e a r "  t o  any  o f f e r  f ro m  Knox­
v i l l e . 16
When t h e  T e n n e s s e e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s  m et i n  J u l y ,  
1 8 77 , i t  f a i l e d  t o  e l e c t  D av id  p r e s i d e n t  by a  m a r g in  o f  tw o
*1 A
D a v id  Boyd t o  S w a r b r i c k ' s ,  J a n u a r y  14 , 1 8 7 7 , i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 -7 7 ;  A. H. Levy t o  D a v id  B 
B oyd, F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1877; G eo. C a r r  t o  D a v id  B oyd , A p r i l  16 , 
1877; J .  M. G a r n e t t  t o  D av id  B oyd , J u n e  4 ,  7 ,  1877; D r .  J .  
R . P age  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J u n e  5 , 1877; R. J .  H ancock  t o  D a v id  
B oyd, J u n e  5 , 17 , 1 8 7 7 J R. M. V e n a b le  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J u n e  
2 5 ,  1 8 7 7 , R e g i s t e r  o f  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  1 8 7 4 -7 7 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ;  T . J .  Boyd t o  D av id  B oyd , J u n e  2 0 ,  
1 8 77 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7 .
v o t e s .  L a t e r  he  l e a r n e d  t h a t  h i s  name was t h e  o n ly  one 
p r e s e n t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  in cu m b en t  i n  w ha t p ro v e d  t o  be an  e f ­
f o r t  by c o n s e r v a t i v e  B o a rd  members t o  o u s t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  
e n t i r e  s t a f f .  A c c o rd in g  t o  K n o x v i l l e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  t h e  
f a c u l t y  a t  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  was l a r g e l y  R e p u b l i c a n  and had  
b e e n  U n i o n i s t  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  The B o a rd  w a n te d  t o  r e p l a c e  
them  w i t h  more " a c c e p t a b l e "  men. D a v id  was o u t r a g e d .  I f  
h e  h a d  known " a l l  t h e  f a c t s "  he  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  become i n ­
v o lv e d .  He was e v e n  a n g r i e r  when N o r th e r n  p a p e r s  p i c k e d  up  
t h e  s t o r y  and  l a b e l e d  i t  a s  one more exam ple  o f  a  " c o n ­
c e r t e d  e f f o r t  a t  t h e  S o u th "  t o  d i s p l a c e  Y ankees and  U n io n ­
i s t s  i n  f a v o r  o f  C o n f e d e r a t e s  an d  e x - r e b e l s .  The p a p e r s  
m e n t io n e d  D av id  by name as  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  " t h e  d y in g  La.
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . ” I f  he  c o u ld  n o t  s u c c e e d  " t h e r e , "  t h e y
1 7dem anded, w hat good  w o u ld  he  be i n  T e n n e s s e e ?
U l t i m a t e l y  D av id  fo u n d  o u t  t h a t  h i s  a t t a c k e r  was an 
e x - r e s i d e n t  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r e s i d i n g  i n  K n o x v i l l e .  He i n ­
t e n d e d  t o  "demand s a t i s f a c t i o n "  f ro m  him  u n t i l  h e  l e a r n e d
17«Davxd Boyd t o  J .  P . McAuley, J u l y  2 2 , 1877; D av id  
Boyd t o  Jo h n  IV. P a u l e t t e ,  A u g u s t  2 ,  7 ,  1877; D a v id  Boyd t o  
C o l .  Jo h n  M. F le m in g ,  A u g u s t  11 , 1877 , i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) 
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 877 -78 ; D a v id  Boyd t o  E d i t o r ,  S p r i n g f i e l d  
( M a s s a c h u s e t t s )  R e p u b l i c a n , A u g u s t  2 0 ,  1877, i n  Boyd (D av id  
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 8 . D av id  saw t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  R e p u b l i c a n  
e d i t o r i a l  r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  New Y ork  Tim es o f  A u g u s t  3 ,  1 877 .
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h i s  i d e n t i t y ,  "an  o l d  man . . . and  a  U n i t a r i a n  p r e a c h e r . "  
Under t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  D av id  h a d  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a 
p e n .  He s e n t  a  lo n g  e x p l a n a t o r y  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p a p e r s  d e n y ­
in g  any  p o l i t i c a l  m o t i v a t i o n s  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  s e e k i n g  t h e  
T e n n e s s e e  p o s i t i o n .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f f e n d e d  
D a v i d 's  f r i e n d s  on t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s .  I n
a c q u i t t i n g  h i m s e l f  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m o t i v e s ,  t h e y  c o m p la in e d ,  he
X8had  i n d i c t e d  them  o f  t h e  same c h a r g e .
A lm ost im m e d ia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  s e c u r e  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  a t  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e ,  D av id  a u t h o r i z e d  R ic h a r d  
V e n ab le  t o  n e g o t i a t e  f o r  h im  w i t h  t h e  ow ners  o f  t h e  M aryland 
b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y .  I f  a l l  w en t  w e l l ,  h e  c o u ld  l e a v e  
L o u i s i a n a  a b o u t  A u g u s t  15 and  open  h i s  s c h o o l ,  c a l l e d  S t .  
C l e m e n t 's  by i t s  f o r m e r  o p e r a t o r s ,  on S e p te m b e r  2 1 ,  1877 .
At t h e  t im e  D av id  made h i s  d e c i s i o n  he  was s t i l l  i n  New 
O r le a n s  u r g i n g  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  t o  a c t  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n j u n c ­
t i o n .  He in fo rm e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  o f  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  b u t  a s k e d  
him  n o t  t o  t e l l  an y o n e  o u t s i d e  t h e  f a m i ly  e x c e p t  Dr,
W i l l ia m s  an d  D r. D u p re e .  The M ary land  v e n t u r e  m igh t n o t
t Q
D avid  Boyd t o  E d i t o r ,  K n o x v i l l e  T r i b u n e , A u g u s t  
2 1 , 1877; D av id  Boyd t o  Jo h n  W. P a u l e t t ,  A u g u s t  28 , 1877; 
D av id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, S e p tem b er  4 ,  1877 , i n  Boyd (D av id  
F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 ;  D av id  Boyd t o  E d i t o r ,  S p r i n g f i e l d  
( M a s s a c h u s e t t s )  R e p u b l i c a n , A u g u s t  2 0 , 1877 , i n  Boyd (D av id  
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 8 .
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m a t e r i a l i z e  i f  V en ab le  c o u ld  n o t  g e t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t e r m s .
E ven i f  he  d i d  D av id  c o u ld  n o t  t a k e  h i s  f a m i ly  w i t h  h im  t h e
f i r s t  y e a r .  " I t  i s  s o  l a t e  n o w / '  h e  w r o te  Tom g l o o m i l y ,
" t h a t  I  f e a r  I  s h a l l  h a v e  a lm o s t  no b o a r d e r s ,  and  t h e
19c h a n c e s  a r e  e v e n  t h a t  I  s h a l l  f a i l  i n  M d."
D a v i d 's  p e s s im is m  m ust h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  a few days  
l a t e r  when h e  l e a r n e d  from  V en ab le  t h a t  t h e  M ary land  b o a r d ­
i n g  s c h o o l  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  by t h e  s t a t e .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  i t  
o p e r a t e d  u n d e r  a  b o a rd  o f  t r u s t e e s  and  w i t h  v a r i o u s  r e s t r i c ­
t i o n s  im p o sed  by i t s  c h a r t e r .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  c h a r t e r  
w o u ld  p r e v e n t  him from  c h a n g in g  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  name. As f o r  
a  b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s ,  D a v id  in f o r m e d  t h e  o w n e r 's  a g e n t ,  " I  
w i l l  n o t  h a v e  any  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  e v e n  n o m in a l ly  o v e r  my 
l i t t l e  s c h o o l . "  He h o p e d  t h a t  " t h e s e  l i t t l e  p o i n t s "  o f  d i f ­
f e r e n c e  c o u ld  be  r e s o l v e d ,  b u t  h i s  b r o t h e r  was l e s s  s a n ­
g u i n e .  Tom a d v i s e d  h im  t o  abando n  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o j e c t .  I f  
D a v id  l e f t  h i s  f a m i ly  i n  B a to n  R ouge, t h e y  w ou ld  b e  m i s e r ­
a b l e  an d  u n h a p p y .  O nly " e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s u c c e s s "  i n  M ary lan d  
c o u ld  p r e v e n t  them  from  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  t h a t  seem ed h i g h l y  u n ­
l i k e l y .  The e n t i r e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  Tom w r o te  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  was 
"a  v e r y  r i s k y  u n d e r t a k i n g . "  U n l ik e  D a v id ,  he  saw no r e a s o n
19D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, J u l y  1 9 ,  2 0 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 7 ,  Box 1 .
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t o  k e e p  a n  a g re e m e n t  made when o ne  p a r t y  was n o t  i n  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  " a l l  t h e  f a c t s . " 20
D a v id  d i d  n o t  t a k e  T o m 's  a d v i c e .  By m id -A u g u s t  h e  
was s t i l l  i n  New O r l e a n s  a n d  s t i l l  p l a n n i n g  t o  go t o  M ary­
l a n d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  H ow ever, t h e  d e l a y  i n  t h e  i n j u n c ­
t i o n  c a s e  a n d  t h e  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  
new s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  money i n  h a n d  m ig h t  k e e p  h im  i n  L o u i s i a n a  
f o r  some t i m e .  To m ee t  h i s  M a ry la n d  c o m m it tm e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
h e  w o u ld  n e e d  an  a s s i s t a n t .  V e n a b le ,  D a v i d ' s  a g e n t  i n  M ary­
l a n d ,  s u g g e s t e d  a  D r .  G a r r e t s o n  who h a d  t a u g h t  a t  S t ,  
C l e m e n t ' s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  O t h e r w i s e ,  V e n a b le  w arn ed , 
G a r r e t s o n  m ig h t  op en  a c o m p e t in g  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  sam e v i c i n i t y .  
B u t  D av id  r e f u s e d  V e n a b l e ' s  a d v i c e  a l s o .  And h e  r e s i s t e d  
V e n a b l e 's  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  T om 's  s u g g e s t i o n s  t h a t  h e  " c u l ­
t i v a t e  t h e  c o m m u n ity "  an d  o p en  h i s  s c h o o l  t o  d a y  s t u d e n t s .
" I  e x p e c t  t o  s e e  a n d  know b u t  l i t t l e  o f  E l i c o t t  C i t y  / t h e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l /  a n d  i t s  p e o p l e  . . . The l e s s  I  s e e  
a n d  h a v e  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  p e o p le  r o u n d  a b o u t ,  t h e  b e t t e r  I 
w i l l  l i k e  i t . "  As f o r  t a k i n g  day  s t u d e n t s ,  " I  w o u ld  r a t h e r
ju m p  i n t o  C h e s a p e a k e  Bay w i t h  a  t o n  w e i g h t  a b o u t  my n e c k . "
on
^ vD a v id  Boyd t o  Jam es MacKuben, a g e n t  f o r  S t .  
C l e m e n t ' s  S c h o o l ,  J u l y  2 8 ,  1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r ­
b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 ;  Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  B oyd , J u l y  3 1 ,  A u g u s t  1 ,  
1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 -7 8 .
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D a v id  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  any  " p a t r o n a g e "  f ro m  M a ry la n d ;  i n s t e a d
21he i n t e n d e d  t o  b r i n g  a " few  boys f ro m  t h e  S o u t h . "
D a v i d 's  a t t i t u d e  m u s t  h a v e  e x a s p e r a t e d  h i s  f r i e n d s  
i n  M a ry la n d .  On A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1877, V e n a b le  i n f o r m e d  him  t h a t  
by n o t  h i r i n g  G a r r e t s o n  a n d  by r e f u s i n g  t o  a d m i t  "day  
s c h o l a r s , "  h e  h a d  s e r i o u s l y  j e o p a r d i z e d  h i s  s c h o o l ' s  c h a n ­
c e s  f o r  s u c c e s s .  H is  d e l a y  i n  l e a v i n g  L o u i s i a n a  was a l s o  a  
m i s t a k e .  V e n a b le  u r g e d  D a v id  t o  come t o  M a ry la n d  a t  o n c e ;  
s e n d i n g  an  " a s s i s t a n t "  w o u ld  n o t  d o .  D a v id  w r o t e  a  r a t h e r  
b r u s q u e  r e p l y .  The n e x t  day  he  s e n t  a  more c o n c i l i a t o r y  
l e t t e r .  A f t e r  a  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  
t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e ,  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  
i n  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  he  d e c l a r e d ;
My w h o le  s o u l  i s  w ra p p e d  up  i n  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l .  N ev er  s i n c e  t h e  war h a s  i t  s t o p p e d  a  moment; 
a n d  f o r  i t  now t o  s t o p  ( a f t e r  o u r  own p e o p l e  g e t  i n  
p o w e r)  wd be  an  o u t r a g e o u s  sh a m e . And i t  s h a l l  n o t  
b e  i f  I  c a n  h e l p  i t .  A l l  t h i s  l a b o r  i s  o f  c o u r s e  
s e l f - i m p o s e d ;  b u t  when you  b e a r  i n  m ind w h a t  I  h a v e  
p a s s e d  t h r o ' - - h o w  much I  h av e  s u f f e r e d  i n  b o d y ,  m ind 
a n d  s o u l ,  t o  s a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  f ro m  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e
21D a v id  Boyd t o  Thomas Boyd, A u g u s t  2 2 ,  2 3 ,  1877 , 
i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 7 ,  Box 1; D a v id  Boyd t o  
Tom B oyd, A u g u s t  2 1 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 7 -7 8 ;  Thomas Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, A u g u s t  2 2 ,  1 8 7 7 , i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 -8 0 ;  R. M. V e n a b le  t o  
D a v id  Boyd, J u l y  2 1 , 1 8 77 , i n  F le m in g  (W a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c ­
t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 1 2 .
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R a d i c a l s ,  I  c a n ’ t  s t a n d  i d l y  b y  a n d  s e e  i t  d e s t r o y e d  
by  t h e  a p a t h y  o f  o u r  own p e o p l e . ^
F i n a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  he  w o u ld  n o t  l e a v e  L o u i s i a n a  h im ­
s e l f ,  D a v id  s e n t  Tom B oyd t o  M a r y la n d  t o  " o p e n ” h i s  s c h o o l .  
He d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  a n y  s t u d e n t s  t o  a p p e a r ,  b u t  h e  i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  c o m m it tm e n t  made i n  h i s  a d v e r t i s i n g  c i r c u l a r ,  t o  
o p e n  a  s c h o o l  on S e p te m b e r  2 1 ,  b e  h o n o r e d  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .
I f  no  one  t r i e d  t o  e n r o l l ,  Tom was f r e e  t o  make w h a t e v e r  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  h e  t h o u g h t  b e s t  w i t h  t h e  o w n e rs  o f  S t .  
C l e m e n t ’s .  A f t e r  a  b r i e f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  Tom w as s u r e  t h a t  
no  s t u d e n t s  w o u ld  a p p e a r ,  a n d  e v e n  i f  t h e y  d i d  i t  w o u ld  be  
t o o  c o s t l y  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  r e c e i v e  th e m .  N or 
c o u l d  h e  p o s s i b l y  s u b l e t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  som e o t h e r  s c h o o l ­
m a s t e r .  Som eone w a n te d  t o  r e n t  i t  e a r l i e r  b u t  D a v i d ' s  p r i ­
o r  l e a s e  f o r c e d  h im  t o  make o t h e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  D a v id ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  owed t h e  o w n e rs  o f  S t .  C l e m e n t ' s  f o r  a  y e a r ' s  
r e n t  a m o u n t in g  t o  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .
A f t e r  v i s i t i n g  R i c h a r d  V e n a b l e ,  Tom w e n t  t o  s t a y  
w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  i n  A l e x a n d r i a ,  V i r g i n i a .  T h e r e  h e  w a i t e d  t o  
h e a r  f r o m  D a v id  a b o u t  e v e n t s  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,
92 R. M. V e n a b le  t o  D a v id  B oyd , A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 12; D a v id  
Boyd t o  R . M. V e n a b le ,  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  2 8 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  
F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 7 - 7 8 .
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t h e  ou tcom e o f  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  h e a r i n g  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e
i n j u n c t i o n .  B u t  day s  p a s s e d  an d  no  l e t t e r  f ro m  D a v id  e v e r
cam e. A f r i e n d  i n  New O r l e a n s  s e n t  h im  some n e w s p a p e r s
c o n t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n ,  a n d  D a v id
f i n a l l y  w r o te  t o  him  on November 1 ,  1 8 7 7 .  By t h a t  t im e  t h e
new U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  b eg u n  o p e r a t i o n .  D a v id  s e n t  h i s  l e t t e r
t o  W y t h e v i l l e  w h e re  h e  " a s s u m e d ” Tom w e n t  a f t e r  d i s p o s i n g
o f  h i s  a f f a i r s  i n  M a ry la n d .  He e x c u s e d  h i m s e l f  w e a k ly  f o r
f a i l i n g  t o  k e e p  h i s  b r o t h e r  in f o r m e d ;  t h e n  he  d e c l a r e d :
I  h a v e  b e e n ,  a n d  am now, a lm o s t  l i t e r a l l y  c r a z y .  I 
am i n  money t r o u b l e s  t i l l  I  c a n  h a v e  no  p e a c e  a t  a l l .  
S i n c e  you  l e f t ,  I  h a v e  n o t  h a d  a  d o l l a r  f ro m  t h e  o l d  
s c h o o l  o r  t h e  new . . .  I  am now i n  w o rs e  f i x  t h a n  I 
h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  i n  my l i f e ,  a n d  f e e l  m eaner t h i s  n i g h t  
t h a n  I e v e r  d i d  b e f o r e  i n  a l l  my l i f e .  A l i t t l e  
l o n g e r  . . . a n d  no  m a t t e r  w h a t  p o s i t i o n  I  may h o l d ,  
my own s e l f - r e s p e c t  w i l l  be  g o n e ,  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  
e l s e ' s  r e s p e c t  f o r  me too.^**
D a v id ’s  d e s p a i r  a n d  d i m i n i s h i n g  s e l f - r e s p e c t  w ere  
n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  c o n s i d e r i n g  h i s  m o u n t in g  d e b t s  a n d  h i s  i n ­
a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e l y  f o r  h i s  g ro w in g  f a m i l y .  Nor 
d i d  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  w in  a p p o in t m e n t  a t  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e
23Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p te m b e r  9 ,  1877; D a v id  Boyd t o  
Tom B oyd , S e p te m b e r  11 , 1 8 7 7 , i n  F le m in g  ( W a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c ­
t i o n ,  D av id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  p a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 -8 8 ,
Box 4 ;  Tom Boyd t o  D av id  B oyd , S e p te m b e r  18 , O c to b e r  9 ,  2 3 ,  
18 77 , i b i d . , A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 7 ; D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, 
November 1 , 1877 ; D a v id  Boyd t o  D r .  J .  W. W i l l i a m s ,  Novem­
b e r  9 ,  1877 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ) ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 .
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U n i v e r s i t y  do a n y t h i n g  t o  r e s t o r e  h i s  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  I f  
a n y t h i n g ,  i t  seem s  t o  h a v e  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  s e n s e  o f  i n a d e ­
q u a c y  w h ic h  t o r m e n t e d  h im  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  h i s  
"E g y p t  v e n t u r e "  i n  1 8 7 5 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  when t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u ­
p e r v i s o r s  v o t e d  u n a n im o u s ly  t o  make him  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  new 
u n i v e r s i t y  e a r l y  i n  J u l y ,  1 8 7 7 , D a v i d ' s  f l a g g i n g  s p i r i t s  
m u s t  h a v e  r e v i v e d  so m e w h a t .  B u t  t h e  o f f e r  p r e s e n t e d  him 
w i t h  a n o t h e r  p r o b le m .  F o r  m on ths  h e  h a d  i n s i s t e d  p u b l i c l y  
a n d  p r i v a t e l y  t h a t  he  w o u ld  " h o l d  no  p o s t "  i n  t h e  m erged
s c h o o l .  U nder t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  he  c o u l d  h a r d l y  a c c e p t  t h e
24p o s i t i o n  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p a i n  i t  c o s t  h im  t o  r e f u s e .
Soon t h e r e  w e re  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  D a v id  m ig h t  r e c o n ­
s i d e r  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .  On A u g u s t  8 , 1877 , h e  w r o t e  h i s  
f a t h e r  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  know i f  h e  c o u l d  l e a v e  f o r  M a ry la n d  
by S e p te m b e r  1 ,  The " p r e s s u r e "  on h im  t o  r e m a in  i n  L o u i s i ­
a n a  was v e r y  g r e a t .  " B u t  I  m ust  g o ,  a n d  wd o n l y  s t a y  t e m ­
p o r a r i l y  i f  I  s h d  r e a l l y  f i n d  t h a t  my p r e s e n c e  was n e e d e d . "
^ ^ W h e th e r  Tom r e t u r n e d  t o  B a to n  Rouge i n  1877 o r  
n o t ,  D a v id  w a n te d  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  v i s i t  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t ,  
t h e n  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  s c h o o l .  L o c k e t t ,  he  was 
s u r e ,  w o u ld  e x p l a i n  t h e  " r e a l "  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  K h e d i v e 's  r e ­
j e c t i o n  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e s  tw o y e a r s  b e f o r e .  And w h i l e  i n  
K n o x v i l l e  Tom c o u l d  i n t e r v i e w  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  a b o u t  h i s  
f a i l u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  They c o u l d  t e l l  Tom " e x a c t l y  how 
I  was t r e a t e d  t h e r e  l a s t  J u l y . "  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, 
November 1 ,  1 87 7 , i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 ;  
M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  3 ,  1 8 7 7 .
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Even e a r l i e r ,  i n  J u l y ,  h e  w r o t e  an  e x - c o l l e a g u e  t h a t  some 
o f  h i s  " b e s t  f r i e n d s  a r e  a lm o s t  a b u s in g  me f o r  l e a v i n g  La. 
a t  s u c h  a  j u n c t u r e . T h e  e n d  o f  A u g u s t  a p p ro a c h e d ,  and  
D av id  s t i l l  h a d  n o t  fo u n d  an yon e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y  w h i l e  t h e  s a l a r y  r e m a in e d  u n c e r t a i n .  F o r w eeks 
he  t r i e d  v a i n l y  t o  c o n v in c e  W. LeRoy B roun  o f  V a n d e r b i l t  
t o  a c c e p t  t h e  j o b ,  b u t  B ro u n  w ou ld  n o t  a g r e e  a s  lo n g  a s  t h e  
i n j u n c t i o n  r e m a in e d  a l i v e .  B e s i d e s ,  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  D av id  
t h e  " o n ly  man f o r  t h e  j o b . "  How ever, D av id  was r e l u c t a n t  
t o  o f f e r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  f o r  f e a r  h i s  
m o t iv e s  w ould  be  " m i s u n d e r s t o o d . "  I t  "w ould  n o t  lo o k  w e l l ,"  
he  e x p l a i n e d  t o  P r o f e s s o r  B ro u n , f o r  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  
new s c h o o l  t o  becom e i t s  " b e n e f i c i a r y . "  F i n a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  
he  t h o u g h t  i t  was t h e  o n ly  way t o  g e t  G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  t o  
c o n v e n e  t h e  B o a rd  an d  o r g a n i z e  t h e  s c h o o l ,  D a v id  overcam e 
h i s  p e r s o n a l  m i s g iv i n g s  a n d  o f f e r e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  " a c t i n g  
p r e s i d e n t "  u n t i l  t h e  B o a rd  c o u ld  s e c u r e  a  p e rm a n e n t  c h i e f
25 Some o f  D a v i d 's  " b e s t  f r i e n d s "  a l s o  h a p p e n e d  t o  
be  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  l a r g e s t  c r e d i t o r s .  Som etim e i n  J u n e ,  
1877 , t h e y  p e t i t i o n e d  him n o t  t o  r e f u s e  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .  I f  
h e  d i d  t h e  s c h o o l  m ig h t  go  o u t  o f  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  t h e y  w o u ld  
l o s t  h e a v i l y .  T hey  b eg g ed  h im  n o t  t o  l e a v e  u n t i l  t h e  new 
s c h o o l  was r u n n i n g  " s o u n d l y , "  i t s  d e s t i n y  " a s s u r e d , "  a n d  
t h e i r  c l a im s  s e c u r e .  P e t i t i o n  t o  D. F .  Boyd, u n d a te d ,  i n  
F le m in g  (W a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 3 -9 0 , Box 2 .
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e x e c u t i v e . ^ ®
G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  D a v i d 's  o f f e r  when 
h e  made i t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  A m onth  l a t e r  D a v id  t r i e d  a g a i n ,  
b u t  t h i s  t im e  he  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  
members o f  t h e  B o a r d .  A f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  
B r e n t  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  h e  w r o te  t o  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  J .  M. 
W i l l i a m s  i n  B a to n  R o u g e . "M o d e s ty "  c o m p e l l e d  h im , D a v id  
t o l d  W i l l i a m s ,  t o  g e t  h e l p  i n  m ak ing  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  some 
o t h e r s  on t h e  B o a rd  a w are  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  b e  p e r s u a d e d  t o  a c ­
c e p t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n c y .  "F o r  t h e  good  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  s t a t e , " he  w o u ld  s e t  a s i d e  h i s  own c o n v i c ­
t i o n s  i f  " r e s p o n s i b l e  men" l i k e  B r e n t ,  W i l l i a m s ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  
i n  and  o u t  o f  t h e  B o a rd ,  t h o u g h t  i t  h i s  " d u t y "  t o  s e r v e  
t h e  s c h o o l .  A s e n s e  o f  d u ty  a l s o  c o m p e l l e d  him  t o  i n f o r m  
D r .  R y la n d ,  h i s  p r i n c i p l e  a n t a g o n i s t  on t h e  B o a rd ,  o f  h i s  
" a v a i l a b i l i t y "  f o r  t h e  p o s t .  "V ery  r e a s o n a b l y - - s i n c e  y o u r  
i d e a s  a n d  m ine  wd se em  t o  d i f f e r  m a t e r i a l l y  a s  t o  t h e  
p r o p e r  m ann er  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  o u r  p r o p o s e d  new 
s c h o o l ,  y ou  wd . . . p r e f e r  a n o t h e r  a s  P r e s i d e n t , "  D a v id
2 0 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , A u g u s t  2 5 ,  2 7 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 7 ,  Box 1; D a v id  Boyd t o  W, 
LeRoy B ro u n ,  J u l y  2 3 ,  A u g u s t  2 5 ,  S e p te m b e r  5 ,  1877 , i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 ;  W, LeRoy B ro u n  t o  D a v id  
Boyd, J u l y  2 7 ,  1 8 7 7 , i n  F le m in g  ( W a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  
A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box / ? /
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com m ented  t o  R y l a n d .  H ow ever, t h e  B o a rd  m ig h t  y e t  f i n d
some o n e  e l s e  t o  whom i t  w o u ld  be  w i l l i n g  t o  " e n t r u s t "  t h e
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  D a v id  h o p e d  s o .  " I t  w ld  o n ly  be  w i t h  g r e a t
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  g r e a t  v i o l e n c e  t o  my p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s
t h a t  I  c l d  f i n d  m y s e l f  a c t u a l l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  . . .  Such
d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g  s t r u g g l e  t o  u n i t e  t h e  tw o s c h o o l s ,  was
0 7
n e v e r  my i n t e n t i o n . "
As a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d ,  t h e  B o a rd  met t w i c e  d u r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  week o f  O c to b e r ,  1 8 7 7 ,  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  m u s t e r  a 
q u o ru m . F i n a l l y ,  on  O c to b e r  17 , e i g h t  members a s s e m b le d  i n  
New O r l e a n s  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  None o f  D r .
R y l a n d ' s  " f a c t i o n "  a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  v o t e d  u n a n i ­
m o u s ly  t o  e l e c t  D a v id  p r e s i d e n t .  A lm o s t  c a s u a l l y  h e  a n ­
n o u n c e d  t h e  news t o  h i s  w i f e :
N o th in g  o f  c o n s e q u e n c e  was d o n e ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  
o f  a  P r e s i d e n t  . . .  I  was u n a n im o u s ly  e l e c t e d  a g a i n ,  
a n d  I  h av e  t h o u g h t  i t  b e s t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p o s i t i o n .
I t  i s  my d u t y  t o  n o t i f y  you  o f  t h i s  a s  so o n  a s  p o s ­
s i b l e .  I t  m eans t h a t  we a r e  a l l  t o  s t a y  i n  L a , — i n  
B a to n  R ouge, maybe f o r e v e r  I ^
97^ 'D a v id  Boyd t o  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  B r e n t ,  S e p te m b e r  2 0 , 
1877; D a v id  Boyd t o  D r. J ,  M. W i l l i a m s ,  S e p te m b e r  2 1 ,  1877; 
D a v id  Boyd t o  D r .  R . H. R y la n d ,  S e p te m b e r  2 1 , 1 8 7 7 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 - 7 8 .
28 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  1,
4 ,  1 7 ,  1877; D a v id  Boyd t o  E t t i e  B oyd , O ctob er  1 7 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 - 7 8 .
409
D avid  p r o f e s s e d  t o  r e g r e t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f
r e m a i n i n g  i n  B a to n  R ouge , e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  h i s
w i f e  and  c h i l d r e n .  P e r h a p s  t o  l e s s e n  h e r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,
h e  a u t h o r i z e d  E t t i e  t o  b e g i n  l o o k in g  f o r  a  h o u s e  t o  r e n t
som ew here  n e a r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  g r o u n d s .  B u t t h e y  c o u l d  n o t
o c c u p y  i t  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  H is  s a l a r y ,  h e  t o l d
E t t i e ,  was $ 4 ,5 0 0  and " q u a r t e r s . "  T hen  h e  a s k e d  h e r  t o  do
s o m e th i n g  w h ic h  a b s e n c e  f ro m  B a to n  R ouge p r e v e n t e d  h im  from
d o i n g  h i m s e l f :
Tomorrow i s  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  p o o r  
l i t t l e  R e b .  E v e ry  y e a r  s in ce^ , I  h a v e  v i s i t e d  h i s  
g r a v e  A p r i l  29 / S i s  b i r t h d a y /  a n d  O c t .  1 8 t h ,  a n d  p u t  
c e d a r s  a n d  f l o w e r s  on h i s  g r a v e - - a n d  a l s o  on  p o o r  
Mr. R o b i n s o n rs .  Do y o u  p l e a s e  r e p r e s e n t  me i n  t h a t  
s a d ,  b u t  s a c r e d  d u ty  t o  o u r  c h i l d  a n d  t o  my o l d  
f r i e n d  t o m o r r o w ; "^9
Y/hen D a v id  f i n a l l y  w r o te  t o  Tom i n  V i r g i n i a  a b o u t  
h i s  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y ,  h e  j u s t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  f o r  
h a v i n g  d e c i d e d  t o  s t a y  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  The new s c h o o l ,  he
29D a v id  Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, O c to b e r  17 , 1 8 7 7 ,  i n  
Boyd (D av id  F .  ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 .  T h i s  l e t t e r  r e p r e ­
s e n t s  one o f  v e r y  few i n  t h e  e n t i r e  Boyd C o l l e c t i o n  b e tw e e n  
D a v id  and  h i s  w i f e .  I t  may be  t h a t  t h e  f a m i ly  re m o v e d  p e r ­
s o n a l  and f a m i l y  l e t t e r s  b e f o r e  d e p o s i t i n g  them  i n  t h e  
A r c h i v e s ,  B u t  i t  may a l s o  be  due t o  D a v i d ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  
w r i t e  l i i s  w i f e  many l e t t e r s .  On J u l y  2 1 ,  1877, h e  re m a rk e d  
a s  a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  " I  h a r d l y  
h a v e  t im e  t o  w r i t e  t o  E t t i e .  I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  
T e l l  h e r  t h a t  I  m ust go t o  Md. a b o u t  A u g u s t  15 , t o  S e p t .  1, 
a n d  t h a t  I  f e a r  s h e  m ust s t a y  b e h i n d . "  D av id  B oyd  t o  Tom 
B o y d , J u l y  2 1 ,  1 8 7 7 , i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 7 ,
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e x p l a i n e d ,  m ig h t  n e v e r  h a v e  b e en  o r g a n i z e d  i f  he  h a d  n o t  
" c o n s e n t e d "  t o  t a k e  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .  " I f ,  a f t e r  . . .  i t  
g e t s  u n d e r  h e ad -w a y  a g a i n ,  I  c an  q u i t  & go t o  M a ry la n d ,  I  
wd much p r e f e r  i t . "  Then he  t o l d  Tom whom t h e  B o a rd  h a d  
a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y .  None o f  t h e  young  men, a l l  
e x - c a d e t s ,  who o f f e r e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  new s c h o o l  w i t h o u t  pay  
h a d  b e en  e l e c t e d  t o  a  p r o f e s s o r s h i p .  D a v id  d i d  n o t  e v e n  
p r e s e n t  t h e  name o f  one o f  them  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  " I  am 
a f r a i d  some o f  t h e  A lum ni a r e  a  l i t t l e  s o r e , "  h e  w r o te  Tom. 
B u t  i t  w ou ld  n o t  h a v e  " lo o k e d  w e l l "  t o  b r i n g  up  t h e  names 
s i n c e  one " U n i v e r s i t y  M an," D av id  h i m s e l f ,  h a d  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  c h o s e n . ^
B e s id e s  D a v id ,  t h e  f a c u l t y  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  B o a rd  
a t  i t s  O c to b e r  1 7 , 1877 , m e e t in g  c o n s i s t e d  o f  J .  W. N i c h o l ­
s o n  o f  C l a i b o r n e  p a r i s h ,  W. C. W ild e  o f  t h e  o l d  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  C o l l e g e  s t a f f ,  and  D r, J o s e p h  J o n e s ,  a  New O r l e a n s  
p h y s i c i a n .  N ic h o ls o n  was a s e l f - t a u g h t  m a t h e m a t i c i a n  who 
i n  1877 was r u n n i n g  an  academy i n  C l a i b o r n e  p a r i s h .  L e t ­
t e r s  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  w h ich  D a v id  a s k e d  h im  t o  s u b m i t
Box 1.
80 D a v id  Boyd t o  Thomas B oyd , O c to b e r  2 5 ,  1877; L.
B o u r g e o is  t o  Thomas Boyd, O cto b er  2 4 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas
D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 - 7 7 ,  Box 1 .
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d e s c r i b e d  him  a s  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  t e a c h e r  o f  e l e v e n  y e a r s  
s t a n d i n g ,  a  good " m o ra l  p r e c e p t o r , "  and  a  " m a th e m a t i c a l  
g e n i u s "  w i t h o u t  " e c c e n t r i c i t i e s "  an d  " i d i o s y n c r a s i e s . "  
N ic h o ls o n  a g r e e d  t o  come t o  B a to n  Rouge a n y t im e ,  b u t  he  
ho p ed  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w o u ld  n o t  r e q u i r e  h i s  s e r v i c e s  u n t i l  
J a n u a r y ,  1878 s o  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  c o n c lu d e  h i s  a f f a i r s  i n  
n o r t h  L o u i s i a n a ,  W i ld e ,  named p r o f e s s o r  o f  a n c i e n t  and  
m odern  l a n g u a g e s ,  was c h o s e n  t o  a p p e a s e  t h e  p a r t i s a n s  o f  
t h e  o l d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  D r, J o n e s ,  a n o t h e r  O r l e ­
a n i a n ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  c h e m i s t r y  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  
r e p u t a t i o n  a s  an  e x p e r t  i n  s o i l  a n a l y s i s  an d  c o t t o n  c u l ­
t u r e ,  D a v id  d o u b te d  t h a t  J o n e s  w ou ld  a c c e p t .  I f  he  d i d  
n o t ,  D a v id  h o p e d  t o  s e c u r e  a n o t h e r  c h e m i s t ,  R . S .
M cC ulloch  o f  W a sh in g to n  and  Lee U n i v e r s i t y .  By S e p te m b e r  
19 , 1877 , h e  h a d  a l r e a d y  o f f e r e d  M cC ulloch  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  
A d m i t t in g  t h a t  h e  h e l d  "no f o r m a l  j o b "  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
D av id  a s s u r e d  M cC ulloch  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  be  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  
B o a rd .  ,fYou h a v e  o n ly  t o  s i g n i f y  y o u r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  come, 
s a y  a t  a  s a l a r y  o f  $ 3 ,0 0 0  w i t h  p e r h a p s  q u a r t e r s  f o r  y o u r  
f a m i l y . " 31
31 M in u tes  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c to b e r  18, 
1877; D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, O c to b e r  2 5 ,  1877 , i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 5 -7 7 ,  Box 1; J .  W. N ic h o ls o n  t o  
D av id  Boyd, O c to b e r  1 4 , 2 7 ,  1 877 , i n  F le m in g  (W a l te r  L . )
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M cC ulloch  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  man t o  whom David  
o f f e r e d  a j o b  on h i s  own a u t h o r i t y .  On S e p te m b e r  2 3 ,  1877 ,  
b e f o r e  he was em ployed  h i m s e l f ,  he  a s k e d  C o l o n e l  S. H. 
L o c k e t t ,  t h e n  on h i s  way home f r o m  E g y p t ,  t o  "come b a c k "  t o  
L o u i s i a n a .  At  t h e  t i m e  L o c k e t t  a l r e a d y  h a d  a  j o b  a t  E a s t  
T e n n e s s e e  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s .  He h a d  
b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  when t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  B oa rd  p u r g e d  t h e  s t a f f  
o f  R e p u b l i c a n s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  summer.  On O c to b e r  31 
D a v id  w r o t e  L o c k e t t  a g a i n .  D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s h i p s  
c r e a t e d  by t h e  Board  a t  i t s  O c t o b e r  17 m e e t i n g ,  D av id  e x ­
p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  was p r e s i d e n t  a n d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  
" n o m i n a l l y . " But  i f  L o c k e t t  a c c e p t e d ,  D av id  r e m a r k e d ,  he  
c o u l d  " g u e s s  who w i l l  r e a l l y  g e t  t h a t  p o s t . "  He a l s o  t o l d  
L o c k e t t  t h a t  he  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  g e t  a  s a l a r y  o f  $ 3 ,0 0 0  a  
y e a r  and  " q u a r t e r s "  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  L o c k e t t  a n s w e r e d  a  few  
d a y s  l a t e r .  A f t e r  a  l o n g  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  d i s e n c h a n t m e n t  
w i t h  E gy p t  a n d  E g y p t i a n s ,  h e  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  D a v id  was l u c k y  
n o t  t o  have  gone  t h e r e .  "You w o u ld  have  t r i e d  t o  c o n q u e r  
i t  and c l e a n s e  i t  a s  you  h a v e  t h e  Augean s t a b l e  o f  L o u i s i ­
a n a . "  Then h e  a s k e d  D a v id  t o  " l e t  him a l o n e . "  He f o u n d
C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 10; D a v id  Boyd t o  R. M. 
M cC ul loch ,  S e p te m b e r  19 ,  1877; D a v id  Boyd t o  J o s e p h  J o n e s ,  
M.D.,  O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1877,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 7 - 7 8 .
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K n o x v i l l e  c h a r m in g  a n d  h a d  no w i s h  t o  l e a v e  i t  f o r  B a t o n
R ouge .  " I  do n o t  l i k e  L o u i s i a n a .  I t  i s  a  l i t t l e  t o o  much
32l i k e  E g y p t  i n  c l i m a t e  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n . "
I t  i s  j u s t  a s  w e l l  t h a t  L o c k e t t  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  
D a v i d ' s  u n a u t h o r i z e d  o f f e r .  I f  h e  h a d ,  i t  m ig h t  h a v e  caused  
D av id  som e e m b a r r a s s m e n t  w i t h  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .
Some t i m e  i n  l a t e  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 7 7 ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m s  
r a i s e d  a  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Commit­
t e e ' s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a c t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d s  b e t w e e n  r e g u l a r  B o a rd  
m e e t i n g s .  D a v id ,  who w i t h  D r .  W i l l i a m s  a n d  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  
B r e n t  c o m p o sed  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e ,  was s u r e  i t  i n c l u d e d  h i r i n g  
p r o f e s s o r s .  But  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  O c t o b e r  17 B o a r d  m e e t ­
i n g ,  w h i c h  c r e a t e d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t te e ,  r e v e a l e d  n o  s u c h  
g r a n t  o f  p o w e r .  When D r .  W i l l i a m s  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  
P r o f e s s o r  M cC u l loch  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  and  Lee h a d  n o t  y e t  r e ­
s p o n d e d  t o  D a v i d ' s  " u n o f f i c i a l "  j o b  o f f e r ,  and  D a v id  was 
p l a n n i n g  t o  a p p r o a c h  som eone  e l s e .  How ever ,  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  
W i l l i a m s ' s  l e t t e r ,  h e  a g r e e d  n o t  t o  do a n y t h i n g  " t o  o b l i g a t e  
t h e  B d . "  u n t i l  M cC u l lo ch  r e p l i e d  o r  he  r e c e i v e d  a u th o r iza t io n
3 2 D a v id  Boyd t o  C o l .  S .  H. L o c k e t t ,  S e p te m b e r  2 3 ,  
O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  1877 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 - 7 8 ;
S .  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, November 4 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  
( W a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 .
f rom  t h e  B o a r d .
B e s i d e s  D a v i d ,  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  e l e c t e d  
a t  t h e  O c t o b e r  17 ,  1877 ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m e e t i n g  r e a c h e d  B a to n  
Rouge b e f o r e  Novem ber .  W. C .  W ild e  l e f t  New O r l e a n s  w i t h  
D av id  i n  l a t e  O c t o b e r  t o  b e g i n  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
a n c i e n t  a n d  m odern  l a n g u a g e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A g r a d u a t e  
o f  t h e  o l d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  L o u i s  B o u r g e o i s ,  was  a l r e a d y  t h e r e  
c o n d u c t i n g  c l a s s e s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who a r r i v e d  on o p e n i n g  
d a y .  B u t  o t h e r  t h a n  room a n d  b o a r d  h e  r e c e i v e d  no  r e m u ­
n e r a t i o n  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  Sometime d u r i n g  November ,  J .  W. 
N i c h o l l s o n  a r r i v e d  i n  B a to n  Rouge f ro m  n o r t h  L o u i s i a n a .
D av id  h a d  w r i t t e n  N i c h o l s o n  u r g i n g  h im t o  come a s  s o o n  a s  
p o s s i b l e  s o  t h a t  t h e  " o l d  A & M C o l l e g e  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  
G r a n g e r s "  w o u ld  n o t  a c c u s e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  
m e r g e r  l a w .  He was a f r a i d  t h e y  m ig h t  demand i t s  r e p e a l  i f  
t h e  s c h o o l  w e re  n o t  f u l f i l l i n g  i t s  c o m m itm en ts  when t h e  l e g ­
i s l a t u r e  met i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 7 8 .  Tom Boyd j o i n e d  D a v i d ,
W i ld e ,  B o u r g e o i s ,  a n d  N i c h o l s o n  on November 3 0 .  L i k e  
B o u r g e o i s ,  he  r e c e i v e d  no s a l a r y  f rom  t h e  B o a r d .  B u t  f o r  
" r e a s o n s  w h ic h  h e  c o u l d  c o m m u n ic a te  t o  n o  o n e , " he  d e c i d e d  
t o  r e t u r n  f rom  V i r g i n i a  when D a v id  o f f e r e d  t o  s e n d  h im  t h e
3 3 D a v id  Boyd t o  D r. J .  M. W i l l i a m s ,  November 1 ,
1 8 7 7 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s , 1 8 7 7 - 7 8 .
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f a r e .  The " r e a s o n s "  w e r e  Tom's  i n f a t u a t i o n  w i t h  M iss  A n n ie  
Fu q u a  o f  B a to n  Rouge  a n d  h i s  f e a r  t h a t  B o u r g e o i s  m i g h t  be 
c o u r t i n g  h e r  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e .
As 1877 drew  t o  a  c l o s e ,  o n l y  t h e  c h a i r  o f  " G e n e r a l  
a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y "  r e m a i n e d  u n f i l l e d .  B u t  i t s  v a ­
c a n c y  c a u s e d  D a v id  p a r t i c u l a r  a n x i e t y .  A f t e r  h i s  i n i t i a l ,  
a n d  u n a u t h o r i z e d ,  o f f e r  o f  i t  t o  R. S .  McCulloch  i n  S e p te m ­
b e r ,  1 87 7 ,  D a v id  made an  o f f i c i a l  p r o p o s a l  t o  h im  on  Novem­
b e r  2 .  He t o l d  M c C u l lo c h  t h a t  h i s  s a l a r y  would  b e  $ 3 , 0 0 0  
a n d  " q u a r t e r s . "  As p r e s i d e n t  and p r o f e s s o r  o f  c i v i l  e n g i ­
n e e r i n g ,  D av id  r e c e i v e d  $ 3 , 5 0 0  and  W i l d e  a n d  N i c h o l s o n  e ac h  
g o t  $ 2 , 0 0 0 .  M c C u l lo c h  a c c e p t e d  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  on November 
8 , 1 8 7 7 ,  b u t  he  w a n t e d  t o  d e l a y  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  B a t o n  Rouge 
u n t i l  t h e  s e s s i o n  o f  1878 b e c a u s e  he  w as  d e l i v e r i n g  a
s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  a t  W a s h in g to n  a n d  L ee  a n d  d i d  n o t  know i f
h e  c o u l d  be  r e l e a s e d  b e f o r e  t h e n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  p l a n n e d  
t o  a t t e n d  an  e x p o s i t i o n  i n  P a r i s  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 7 8 .  I f
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a g r e e d  t o  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  he
w o u l d  b e  ha p p y  t o  come t o  B a to n  R o u g e .  D av id  a n s w e r e d  t h a t
3 ^ D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, O c t o b e r  25 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 3 7 5 - 7 7 ,  Box 1; D a v i d  Boyd t o  J .  V/.
N i c h o l s o n ,  November 1, 1877 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r ­
b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 ;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  A u g u s t  2 6 ,  1878.
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w a n t e d  him by  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1873 ,  " i f  a t  a l l  
p o s s i b l e . "  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  one r e a s o n  why t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
won t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  was due  t o  i t s  p r o m i s e  t o  
p r o v i d e  a  g o o d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  y o u t h .
I t  c o u l d  h a r d l y  k e e p  t h e  f a r m e r s  an d  p l a n t e r s  " h a p p y "  i f  i t  
d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  c h e m i s t r y  "on 
t h e  g r o u n d . "  The G r a n g e r s ,  he  n o t e d ,  w e r e  a l r e a d y  "how l ing"  
a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e i r  w e l l - c i r c u l a t e d  m a g a z i n e .  P r o ­
f e s s o r  M cC u l lo ch  c a p i t u l a t e d .  On D ecem ber  12,  1 877 ,  he  
a g r e e d  t o  b e  i n  B a to n  Rouge by J a n u a r y  1 u n l e s s  some " u n ­
f o r e s e e n  e v e n t "  a r o s e .  A g a in  he  r e m i n d e d  D a v id  o f  h i s  
p l a n s  t o  go  t o  t h e  P a r i s  e x p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 878 .  
He d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  s t a t e  t o  u n d e r w r i t e  h i s  e x p e n s e s .
A l l  he  w a n t e d  f ro m  G o v e r n o r  N i c h o l l s  was a n  " h o n o r a r y  com­
m i s s i o n "  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  
N e i t h e r  d i d  h e  e x p e c t  a n y  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  S u g a r  P l a n t e r s ' 
A s s o c i a t i o n  u n l e s s  h e  d e v o t e d  h i m s e l f  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e i r  i n ­
t e r e s t s  w h i l e  i n  P a r i s .  They  c o u l d  w a i t  t o  d i s c u s s  any 
o t h e r  " p r o b l e m s "  u n t i l  h e  r e a c h e d  B a t o n  R o u g e . 35
35 D a v id  Boyd t o  R. S .  M c C u l lo c h ,  November 2 ,  Decem­
b e r  5 ,  1877 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  P . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 - 7 8 ;  R. S .  
M c C u l lo ch  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  November S ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) 
C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 10; R. S .  M cC ul loch  t o  D av id  
B o yd ,  December 12 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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The h o s t i l i t y  o f  t h e  G r a n g e r s  a nd  t h e  "Old A g r i c .
C o l l e g e  P a r t y "  w h ic h  David  r e p o r t e d  i n  h i s  u r g e n t  l e t t e r s
t o  P r o f e s s o r s  N i c h o l s o n  and McCulloch  was a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n
t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  As e a r l y  a s  November 1, 1877,
D a v id ,  t h e n  i n  New O r l e a n s  s o r t i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  t h e  A g r i “
c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  p r o p e r t y ,  r e m a r k e d  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  Tom:
T h e re  i s  a  h a r d  a n d  b i t t e r  f e e l i n g  i n  o u r  Bd.  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s ;  and  t h e  u p s h o t  o f  i t  may be  t h a t  we 
must  p u t  R y la n d  and  Co. o u t - - e v e n  i f  we m us t  d e f e a t  
t h e i r  n o m i n a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e .  And I l o o k  f o r  
t h e  f i g h t  t o  b e g i n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  G ra n g e ,  w h ic h  m e e ts  
h e r e  /S e w  O r l e a n s / '  i n  Dec.  . . . N i c h o l s o n ,  o u r  Math 
p r o f e s s o r  i s  a  G r a n g e r ;  a n d  I  e x p e c t  we s h a l l  make 
t h i n g s  l i v e l y  f o r  E t t i e ' s  B a b t i s t  f r i e n d  R y la n d  . , . 
R y la n d  a n d _ H a r r i s  / a l s o  on t h e  o l d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l ­
l e g e  B o a r d /  b o t h  s t a y e d  away f rom o u r  l a s t  / B o a r d /  
m e e t i n g  h e r e  t o  p r e v e n t  a  q u o r u m . ^6
D a v i d ’s  a l l u s i o n  t o  " E t t i e ’s  B a b t i s t  f r i e n d  R y l a n d "  
p r o b a b l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  R y l a n d ' s  v i s i t  i n  t h e  Boyd h o u s e h o l d  
two y e a r s  b e f o r e .  I n  1875 t h e  G ran ge  C o n v e n t i o n  m et  i n  
B a to n  Rouge ,  and  D a v id  i n v i t e d  D r .  R y la n d  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  
Asylum b u i l d i n g  w h i l e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  was i n  s e s s i o n .  E t t i e  
Boyd was an  a r d e n t  B a p t i s t  and  a p p a r e n t l y  f o u n d  D r .  R y la n d  a 
v e r y  c o m p a t i b l e  h o u s e  g u e s t .  B u t  w h a t e v e r  c o r d i a l i t y  D av id
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, November 1,  1877 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 - 7 8 .  A p p a r e n t l y  n o t  a l l  G range  
l e a d e r s  a g r e e d  w i t h  R y la n d .  D a v id  p l a n n e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
December G ra n g e  c o n v e n t i o n  and  o n e  o f  i t s  l e a d e r s ,  D a n i e l  
D e n n e t t ,  w a n t e d  h im t o  make an  a d d r e s s .  "He / D e n n e t t /  h a s  
no u s e  f o r  R y l a n d , "  D av id  t o l d  Tom.
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may h a v e  f e l t  f o r  R y la n d  i n  1875 h a d  c e r t a i n l y  v a n i s h e d  by
November,  1877 .  I n  one o f  h i s  r a r e  l e t t e r s  t o  E t t i e  f rom
New O r l e a n s  h e  d e c l a r e d  b i t t e r l y :
I  am now f i g h t i n g  a d e s p e r a t e  g a m e - -o n e  i n  w h i c h  we 
h av e  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  g a i n ,  much t o  l o s e !  Your  good  
B a p t i s t  b r o t h e r  R y la n d  i s  g i v i n g  me a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e  he 
c a n .  He i s  a  mean m a n - - a  h y p o c r i t e  and a c o w a rd  t o o ,
I  t h i n k - - h i s  r e l i g i o n  i s  a l l  on t h e  s u r f a c e ; u n d e r  
t h e  s k i n  i s  much o f  "human n a t u r e "  o f  t h e  w o r s t  t y p e !  
And h e — t h e  s n e a k i n g  dog h e  i s — i s  p o i s o n i n g  o t h e r s  
to w a r d  m e - - i n c l u d i n g  p e r h a p s  t h e  G o v r .* ^
The B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  and  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  s u b m i t ­
t e d  i t s  f i r s t  f o r m a l  R e p o r t  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1878. I t  c o n ­
s i s t e d  o f  s e v e r a l  p a r t s .  The f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  w r i t t e n  by 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B o a rd ,  W. G. G o o d a le  o f  B a to n  R ouge ,  was a  
b r o a d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  B o a r d ’s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y  and 
a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  and  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  m e r g e r  law .
37D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r  was i n  r e p l y  t o  one f ro m  h i s  w i f e  
i n  w h ic h  s h e  a p p a r e n t l y  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
a n d  w o n d e red  when he  w o u ld  r e t u r n  t o  B a to n  Rouge.  D av id  
a n s w e r e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  t r o u b l e s  to o ;  "a  g r e a t  d e a l  b e f o r e  I ev­
e r  knew you ,  o r  e v e n  came t o  L a . - - m u c h  s i n c e . "  I t  h u r t  f o r  
h e r ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a l l  o f  h i s  s t r u g g l e s ,  t o  s a y  t h a t  
"y o u r  h e a r t  i s  n o t  i n  my_ w ork !  I f  s o ,  y o u r  a c t s  w i l l  show 
i t  s o o n  enough^ S p a r e  me f o r  t h e  t i m e  your  ( s u c h )  w o r d s . "  
Then  he e x p l a i n e d  how he h a d  b een  s p e n d i n g  h i s  t i m e  i n  New 
O r l e a n s  and p r o m i s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  by  t h e  e n d  
o f  t h e  week. "My l o v e  t o  you  a l l - - t o  you e s p e c i a l l y .  I 
l o v e  you ,  and  r e s p e c t  you much more t h a n  you e v e r  t h o u g h t  
I  do  ( o r  d i d ) .  Y ours  e v e r ,  D. F .  B o y d . "  Dav id  Boyd t o  
E t t i e  Boyd, November 15,  18 7 7 ,  i b i d .
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D a v i d ' s  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  came n e x t ,  and  a 
s e r i e s  o f  a p p e n d i c e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  " I n d u s t r i a l "  a n d  " T e c h ­
n i c a l "  e d u c a t i o n  i n  E u ro p e  and  A m e r i c a  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  d o c u ­
m e n t .  N o t i n g  how r e c e n t l y  t h e  m e r g e r  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e ,
D a v id  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  he  w o u ld  r e p o r t  n o t  on wha t  h a d  b een  
d o n e ,  b u t  on w h a t  was p l a n n e d .  He r e m i n d e d  t h e  B o a rd  t h a t  
s t u d e n t s  w e re  p r e s e n t  a n d  c l a s s e s  i n  s e s s i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  
B o a r d  met  t o  a p p o i n t  a  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  s t a f f .  " I n  a  w o rd ,  th e
I n s t i t u t i o n  o p e n e d  i t s e l f — be g an  o f  i t s e l f J  And t h o s e  o f
u s  a f t e r w a r d s  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  i t s  c a r e ,  hav e  b e en  t r y i n g
h a r d  e v e r  s i n c e  t o  c a t c h  up  w i t h  o u r  w o rk ,
Then D a v id  o f f e r e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  comments a n d  r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n s .  He u r g e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  e i t h e r  e n f o r c e  o r  
r e p e a l  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  l a w .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  D av id  s u p p o r t e d  
t h e  law ,  b u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  B o a rd  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t .
N e x t ,  he n o t e d  t h a t  G e n e r a l  Sherman was d o in g  e v e r y t h i n g  
p o s s i b l e  t o  s e c u r e  an  army o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  In  
t h e  m e a n w h i le ,  Tom Boyd t a u g h t  i n f a n t r y  t a c t i c s  a nd  c o n ­
d u c t e d  a d a i l y  d r i l l  a l t h o u g h  t h e  B o a r d  p a i d  him n o t h i n g  
f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  D a v id  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
t h r o u g h  P r o f e s s o r  M cC ul loch ,  was i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e
9 0
R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1877 ,  p .
3 7 .
L o u i s i a n a  S u g a r  P l a n t e r s *  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  ways i n  
w h ic h  t h e y  m i g h t  work t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  g oo d  o f  t h e  s t a t e .
The S t a t e  G r a n g e ,  a t  i t s  D ecem ber ,  1 87 7 ,  c o n v e n t i o n  a l s o  
m a n i f e s t e d  g o o d  w i l l  by  p a s s i n g  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  g o o d  w i s h e s  
t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I n  r e t u r n ,  D a v id  o f f e r e d  o f f i c e  s p a c e  
on t h e  campus t o  t h e  G r a n g e r  s e c r e t a r y  who a c c e p t e d  w i t h  
t h a n k s .  To p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  e x p e c t e d  i n c r e a s e  i n  e n r o l l m e n t ,  
D a v id  a s k e d  t h e  B o a rd  t o  h i r e  more  p r o f e s s o r s » To p ay  f o r  
th em ,  he  d e c l a r e d ,  a l l  " l e g a l  o b s t a c l e s "  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  
S e m in a ry  ( o l d  U n i v e r s i t y )  f u n d  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be  r e m o v e d .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  h e  a d v i s e d  t h e  B o a r d  t o  a s k  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e ­
s t o r e  t h e  f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  l o s s  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
f u n d  when i t  s u r r e n d e r e d  i t s  o l d  b o n d s  f o r  new s e c u r i t i e s  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  F u n d i n g  A c t  o f  1 8 74 ,  A n o t h e r  p r o ­
p o s a l  u r g e d  t h a t  s t e p s  be  t a k e n  t o  rem ov e  t h e  d e a f - m u t e  
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  A sylum  b u i l d i n g .  S t i l l  o t h e r s  a s k e d  f o r  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c ,  P r o t e s t a n t  a n d  J e w i s h  c h a p l a i n ­
c i e s  and  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  new v o lu m e s  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y .
"The l i b r a r y  o f  any i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g , "  D a v i d  d e ­
c l a r e d ,  " i s  i t s  main  a r m — more i m p o r t a n t  e v e n  t h a n  i t s  f a c ­
u l t y ;  a n d  t o o  much e x p e n s e  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  b e s t o w e d  on i t , "  
D a v i d  t h o u g h t  t h e  B o a rd  s h o u l d  b e g  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e
t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  o l d  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  and  h e  a d v i s e d  them t o  c o n s i d e r  d i s p o s i n g  o f  
U n i v e r s i t y  p r o p e r t y  owned, b u t  n o t  u s e d ,  i n  R a p id e s  and  S t .  
B e r n a r d  p a r i s h e s .  F i n a l l y ,  D av id  s u g g e s t e d  a l i t t l e  e m p i r e  
b u i l d i n g .  The " w i s e s t  c i t i z e n s , "  he c l a i m e d ,  h a d  t h o u g h t  
f o r  a  l o n g  t im e  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  be  good p o l i c y  " t o  u n i t e  u n ­
d e r  one c h a i ’t e r "  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  a t  New O r l e a n s  
and  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  B a to n  R o u ge .  E ach ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  o t h e r ,  
was " b u t  a  f r a g m e n t  o f  a U n i v e r s i t y . "  The New O r l e a n s  
s c h o o l  i n  r e a l i t y  was composed  o f  o n l y  a  Law a n d  M e d ic a l  
s c h o o l ,  w h i l e  B a t o n  Rouge h a d  o n ly  an  A cadem ic  d e p a r t m e n t .  
Why n o t  amend t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  e f f e c t  a  u n i o n ?  " L e t  us  
t r y  and  r i d  L o u i s i a n a  o f  h e r  p r e s e n t  an o m a lo u s  c o n d i t i o n  a s  
t o  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n —w i t h  tw o  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  y e t  w i t h  n o n e j "  
The law  a n d  m e d i c a l  " d e p a r t m e n t s "  c o u l d  r e m a in  i n  New O r­
l e a n s  and  t h e  " L i t e r a r y  and  S c i e n t i f i c "  d e p a r t m e n t s  w ou ld  
o p e r a t e  i n  B a to n  R ouge .  A l l  w o u ld  be  u n d e r  one c h a r t e r ,  
managed by a  "common c o r p o r a t i o n , "  and  t h e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  e a c h  
k e p t  e n t i r e l y  s e p a r a t e  a n d  d i s t i n c t .  B u t  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  law 
s h o u l d  p r e c l u d e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p r e p a r a t o r y  d e p a r t m e n t s  
i n  law a n d  m e d i c i n e  a t  B a to n  Rouge. T h e r e  was e v en  a good 
m odel  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  t o  f o l l o w :  "We w i s h  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h e r e ,
. . . j u s t  s u c h  a  p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l ,  o r  f e e d e r ,  f o r  t h e
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M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i n  New 
O r l e a n s ,  a s  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y  o f  V i r g i n i a . " 39
D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  tw o  y e a r s  s e v e r a l  o f  D a v i d ' s  p r o ­
p o s a l s  w e r e  a c t e d  u p o n  fay t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a n d  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  The s u g g e s t i o n  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  L o u i s i a n a  w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r .  Of t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h o s e  
i n v o l v i n g  i n c r e a s e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  g e n e r a l l y  f a i l e d  t o  be  
e n a c t e d .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  B o a r d  d i d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f a c u l t y  
f r o m  f o u r  t o  t h i r t e e n  b e t w e e n  1877 a n d  1 8 7 9 .  B u t  i t  was 
d o n e  b y  c u t t i n g  s a l a r i e s  o r  e m p l o y i n g  " a s s i s t a n t "  p r o f e s ­
s o r s ,  " i n s t r u c t o r s , "  o r  e v e n  a d v a n c e d  c a d e t s  a t  v e r y  m in im a l  
f i g u r e s .  E v e n  s o ,  D a v i d  h a d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  B o a r d  b y  o f f e r ­
i n g  t o  a c c e p t  a  r e d u c e d  s a l a r y  a n d ,  i n  o n e  i n s t a n c e  a t
l e a s t ,  t o  p a y  p a r t  o f  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  men em- 
4 0p l o y e d .  The l i b r a r y  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y  w e r e  n o t  i m p r o v e d  t o  a n y  d e g r e e  b e f o r e  1 8 8 0 ,  n o r  w e r e  
c h a p l a i n s  e m p lo y e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  T he  b e n e f i c i a r y  law
3 9 I b i d . , 3 7 - 5 4 .
4 0 M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  15,
1 8 7 8 ,  O c t o b e r  18,  1 8 7 9 ,  F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1880 ;  ( B a to n  R o u g e )  
L o u i s i a n a  C a p i t o l i a n , O c t o b e r  18 ,  1 87 9 ;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 0 9 - 1 1 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  March 2 ,  
1 8 8 0 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . )  P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1 .
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was n e i t h e r  r e p e a l e d  n o r  i m p l e m e n t e d ,  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  d i d  n o t  
a s k  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  o l d  
U n i v e r s i t y .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  r e s o l v e d  f o r m a l l y  t h a t  i t  was n o t  
t h e  l e g a l  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  o l d  B o a rd ;  h e n c e  i t  c o u l d  n o t  be  
h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  i t s  d e b t s .  D a v id  d i s a g r e e d ,  b u t  a s  a  
member o f  t h e  new U n i v e r s i t y  B o a r d ,  h e  t h o u g h t  i t  i m p r o p e r  
t o  d i f f e r  p u b l i c l y  w i t h  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s .  He s i m p l y  a b ­
s t a i n e d  f ro m  v o t i n g  on t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a f t e r  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  
d i s s e n t  i n  a  B o a r d  m e e t i n g . ^ - 1*
O t h e r  p r o p o s a l s  made by  D a v id  i n  h i s  R e p o r t  f o r  1877 
w e r e  c a x ' r i e d  o u t .  The B o a r d  d i d  a p p e a l  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  l o s s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s u s t a i n e d  when 
t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  Fund  b o n d s  w ere  
f u n d e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a w  o f  1 8 7 4 .  I t  a l s o  t o o k  a c t i o n  t o  f r e e  
t h e  o l d  U n i v e r s i t y  o r  S e m in a r y  Endowment f u n d  f r o m  a  l e g a l  
s n a r l  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  o l d  B o a r d ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  p r e s e n t  i t s  
b o n d s  f o r  s c a l i n g  down i n  1 8 7 4 .  As a  r e s u l t ,  no  a n n u i t y  
h a d  b e e n  p a i d  on t h e  S e m in a r y  f u n d  s i n c e  t h a t  y e a r . ^
41 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  May 9 ,  1879;  
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 1 2 - 1 3 ,  3 1 8 - 2 0 ,
4 2 8 - 2 9 .
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R e p o r t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  1 8 7 7 ,  p .  
7 - 8 ;  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  May 9 ,  1 87 9 .
4 2 4
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  B o a rd  e n d o r s e d  D a v i d ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t o  
a s k  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  A sy lum  b u i l d ­
i n g .  D a v id  drew  u p  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  h i m s e l f  an d  
f o u n d  a  f r i e n d  t o  p r e s e n t  i t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 87 8 .
The i m m e d ia t e  r e s u l t  was a  b r e a c h  w i t h  J o h n  P r e s t o n ,  S u p e r ­
i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  D e a f  and Dumb A sy lum .  As f i n a l l y  p r e ­
s e n t e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
t o  c o v e r  m oving  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  A sylum  i n m a t e s .  P r e s t o n  a c ­
c u s e d  D a v id  o f  b a d  f a i t h  a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  b e a r e r  o f  h i s  
a c c u s a t o r y  n o t e  t o  " a c t  f o r  me" when h e  d e l i v e r e d  i t  t o  
D a v i d .  I n  r e p l y ,  D a v id  s e n t  P r e s t o n  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  
u n d e r l i n e d ,  d e t a i l e d  a n d  t o r t u o u s  e x p l a n a t i o n .  I t  m us t  
h a v e  s a t i s f i e d  P r e s t o n .  A t  l e a s t  h e  w i t h d r e w  h i s  f i r s t  l e t ­
t e r  a n d  w e lcom ed  t h e  " c o m p l e t e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  o u r  f o r m a l  
r e l a t i o n s . "43
The P r e s t o n  i m b r o g l i o  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  a f f a i r  o f  
h o n o r  t o  e n g a g e  D a v i d ' s  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  187S .  At 
t h e  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 7 8 ,  E .  H. F a r r a r  o f  O r l e a n s ,
43J o h n  P r e s t o n  t o  D a v i d  Boyd,  March 16 ,  1S78;  D a v id  
Boyd t o  M ajor  J o h n  P r e s t o n ,  March 16,  1878 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 ;  Jo h n  P r e s t o n  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  March 17,
1S7S, i b i d . , Box 1 0 .  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r  was s e n t  o n l y  a f t e r  he  
p u t  i t  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  d r a f t s .  The one P r e s t o n  r e c e i v e d  was 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  more c o n c i l i a t o r y  t h a n  some o f  t h e  d r a f t s .
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a  R y la n d  p a r t i s a n ,  i n t r o d u c e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n ,  e n d o r s e d  by t h e  
B o a r d ,  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  t o  p r e p a r e  a 
r e p o r t  o f  t h e  name, r e s i d e n c e ,  age  and  c o u r s e w o r k  o f  e a c h  
s t u d e n t  p l u s  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  " a c t u a l l y  u s e d "  i n  e a c h  c o u r s e .  
The r e p o r t  was t o  be  s u b m i t t e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g ,  
A p r i l  1, 1878 .  D a v i d ' s  s e n s e  o f  " d u t y ” c o m p e l l e d  h im  t o  
make t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t  he t h o u g h t  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  l i s t  o f  
t h e  t e x t b o o k s  was " i m p r o p e r "  and  " e x t r a o r d i n a r y . "  "A p r o ­
f e s s o r  s l id  be t r e a t e d  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  a s  much c o n s i d e r a t i o n
as  a common m e c h a n ic :  h e  s h d  be  a l l o w e d  t o  p i c k  h i s  own
4 4t o o l s ! "  D av id  s e n t  a  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  t o  W, H. G o o d a l e ,  
s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  I n  a  c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  he  n o t e d  t h a t  
t h e  s e a l e d  l e t t e r  was d a t e d  A p r i l  1, 1 8 7 8 .  He was s e n d i n g  
i t  t o  G o o d a le  on March 3 0 ,  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  know 
w h ic h  Board  members w ould  b e  p r e s e n t  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  He d i d  
n o t  c a r e  who came o r  s t a y e d  away,  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  w a n t  a n y ­
one t o  s a y  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  s e a l e d  l e t t e r  
w e re  i n  any way i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  " k i n d  o f  quorum " w h ic h  
a s s e m b l e d .  Then he  a s k e d  G o o d a le  n o t  t o  open t h e  s e a l e d  
l e t t e r  u n t i l  a f t  ex' h i s  o f f i c i a l  r e p l y  ( r e p o r t )  t o  t h e
4 4 M in u tes  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v iso x ’s , J a n u a r y  1 8 ,
1 878;  D a v id  Boyd t o  P r o f e s s o r  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n ,  March 2 8 ,
1 8 7 8 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 - 7 8 .
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F a r r a r  r e s o l u t i o n  h ad  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  B o a r d .  I f  no 
quorum a p p e a r e d ,  G oo d a le  was d i r e c t e d  t o  s e n d  D a v i d ' s  
l e t t e r ,  u n r e a d ,  t o  G o v e r n o r  N i c h o l l s .  The s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  
c o n t a i n e d  D a v i d ’s  r e s i g n a t i o n  a n d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  i t .
The F a r r a r  r e s o l u t i o n ,  w i t h  w h ic h  h e  h a d  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  f e e l ­
i n g s  o f  " h u m i l i a t i o n  a n d  s h a m e , "  he c o n s i d e r e d  i m p r o p e r .
" I t  wd seem , i f  t h e  o r d e r  was m ean t  i n  good p a r t - - f o r  t h e  
p u b l i c  g o o d - - a n d  I  c a n  p resum e  n o t h i n g  e l s e - - t h a t  t h e  p r o ­
f e s s o r s  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  s e l e c t i n g  t h e i r  t e x t b o o k s !  In  
s h o r t ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  means a  w an t  o f  c o n f i d e n c e .  My d u t y ,  
t h e n  i s  p l a i n ;  and  my r e s i g n a t i o n  i s  i n  y o u r  h a n d s .
In  t h e  n e x t  two d ay s  D av id  w r o t e  more l e t t e r s .  One, 
a d d r e s s e d  t o  E.  H. F a r r a r ,  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  no quorum a s s e m ­
b l e d  f o r  t h e  B o a rd  m e e t i n g  on A p r i l  1 . D a v id  h a d  done h i s  
" o f f i c i a l  d u t y "  by t u r n i n g  i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  r e p o r t .
I  must  now do my d u t y  t o  m y s e l f ;  and  I h e r e b y  c h a r g e  
you as  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t o  h a v e  a c t e d  
w i t h  no p r o p e r  o r  w o r t h y  m o t i v e s ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  d e ­
l i b e r a t e  i n t e n t  t o  i n j u r e  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  a nd  t o  
c a s t  r e f l e c t i o n s  upon  my c o l l e a g u e s  and  m y s e l f  p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l l y .
He a c c u s e d  F a r r a r  o f  a n  a c t i o n  " u n b eco m ing "  a  s u p e r v i s o r  
a n d  a g e n t l e m a n .  H i s  l e t t e r  w ould  be p r e s e n t e d  by h i s
45D av id  Boyd t o  V/. L. G o o d a le ,  March 3 0 ,  1878;
D a v id  Boyd t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and  Members o f  t h e  B oa rd  o f  S u ­
p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  1, 1878 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  
1 8 7 7 -7 8 .
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nephew, G e o rg e  S t a f f o r d ,  who " i s  f u l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a c t  
f o r  m e . " 4 ® D a v id  w r o t e  a  c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  t o  G e o rg e  S t a f ­
f o r d .  A f t e r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  F a r r a r  
r e s o l u t i o n ,  he  g a v e  S t a f f o r d  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  i t s  i n ­
t e n t  a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  r e s i g n e d .  "1 t a k e  i t  f o r  
g r a n t e d , "  he  c o n c l u d e d ,  " t h a t  t h i s  / D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r /  w i l l  
l e a d  t o  s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w i t h  Mr. F a r r a r .  I  am r e a d y  
f o r  i t . "  The n e x t  d a y ,  A p r i l  2 ,  1878 ,  D a v i d  w r o t e  a n o t h e r  
l e t t e r  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  W. A. F r e r e t  a s k i n g  h im  t o  go w i t h  
S t a f f o r d  when h e  c a l l e d  on F a r r a r .  " I  w i s h  t o  be  a  man o f  
p e a c e , "  h e  t o l d  F r e r e t ,  " a s  a n y  p o o r  man w i t h  a  w i f e  a n d  
f o u r  c h i l d r e n  o u g h t  t o  b e ;  b u t  I  c a n n o t  p e r m i t  Mr. F a r r a r  
. . . t o  w i l l f u l l y  a n d  m ean ly  t r y  t o  i n j u r e  me p e r s o n a l ­
l y .  "47
Two weeks  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  D a v id  h e a r d  f r o m  S t a f f o r d .  
H i s  nephew u r g e d  h im  t o  r e c o n s i d e r ;  h e  h a d  n o t  d e l i v e r e d  
t h e  n o t e  t o  F a r r a r  a n d  i f  D a v id  i n s i s t e d  on p u r s u i n g  t h e  
m a t t e r ,  S t a f f o r d  w a n t e d  him t o  come t o  New O r l e a n s  s o  t h a t  
t h e  l e t t e r  c o u l d  b e  " r e - w o r d e d . "  B u t  h e  t h o u g h t  D a v id
4 6 D a v id  Boyd t o  E .  H. F a r r a r ,  A p r i l  1, 1878 ,  i b i d .
4 7 D a v id  Boyd t o  G eorge  S t a f f o r d ,  A p r i l  1, 1878; 
D a v id  Boyd t o  W. A. F r e r e t ,  A p r i l  2 ,  1878,  i b i d .
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s h o u l d  d r o p  t h e  w h o le  m a t t e r .  F a r r a r ' s  a c t  was o f f i c i a l ,
he p o i n t e d  o u t .  I n  no way m u s t  David  a p p e a r  t o  be  a v o i d i n g
an " o f f i c i a l "  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  h i s  " o f f i c i a l "  c a r e e r ,
David  m u s t  hav e  b e e n  c o n v i n c e d .  He d i d  go t o  New O r l e a n s ,
b u t  h e  s e n t  no  c h a l l e n g e  t o  F a r r a r .  The two men d i d  n o t
meet  a g a i n  u n t i l  A u g u s t ,  when t h e  B o a rd  c o n v en e d  i n  s p e c i a l  
48s e s s i o n .  °
M eanw hile ,  D a v i d ’s  r e s i g n a t i o n  was i n  t h e  h a n d s  of  
G o v e rn o r  N i c h o l l s .  P r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  on A p r i l  1, 1S7S, 
i t  c o u l d  n o t  be a c t e d  upon b e c a u s e  a quorum  h a d  n o t  a s ­
s e m b le d .  On J u l y  4 i t  came u p  a g a i n  a n d  was r e f e r r e d  t o  a 
t h r e e - m a n  c o m m i t t e e .  A f t e r  a  r e c e s s  d u r i n g  w h ich  t h e  com­
m i t t e e  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  f a c u l t y ,  a n o t h e r  
l e t t e r  f ro m  D a v id  was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d .  I n  i t  David  
c l a i m e d  t h a t  he  " n e v e r  i n t e n d e d "  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  B o a r d ' s  
r i g h t  t o  make any  i n q u i r y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  "which 
i t  t h o u g h t  p r o p e r . "  Nor d i d  he  t h i n k  t h e  Board  i n t e n d e d  t o  
r e f l e c t  on him p e r s o n a l l y  i n  t h e  F a r r a r  r e s o l u t i o n .  He 
o n ly  f e a r e d  t h a t  was what t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  
m igh t  c o n c l u d e .  B u t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  h a d  c o n v i n c e d  h im  t h a t  lie
48 George  W. S t a f f o r d  t o  D. F .  B oyd ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd 
(David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 10; D a v id  Boyd t o  G eorge  V/. S t a f f o r d ,  
t e l e g r a m ,  A p r i l  12 ,  1878, i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,
1 8 7 7 -7 8 .
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" l a b o r e d  u n d e r  a  m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n . "  T h e r e f o r e  h e  a g r e e d  t o  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e ’s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  h e  w i t h d r a w  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  
I r o n i c a l l y ,  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  same day  p l a y e d  a 
l a r g e  p a r t  i n  f o r c i n g  D a v i d  o u t  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  a lm o s t  
e x a c t l y  two y e a r s  l a t e r .  On J u l y  5 ,  1 8 7 8 ,  Dr.  J .  A. T a y l o r  
moved t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War be r e q u e s t e d  t o  a s s i g n  
L i e u t e n a n t  M. F .  Jam ar  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  p r o f e s s o r  of  
m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s .  D a v i d ’s  c a m p a ig n  t o  b l o c k  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  
a n d  l a t e r  t o  h a v e  Jam ar  r e m o v e d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  own r e ­
m o v a l  by t h e  B o a r d  on J u l y  2 ,  1 8 8 0 .49
B e s i d e s  l a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  
B o a r d ,  l a c k  o f  f u n d s ,  a nd  tw o  n a r r o w l y  a v e r t e d  d u e l s ,  D av id  
h a d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a  y e l l o w  f e v e r  e p i d e m i c  i n  t h e  m e r g e d  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ' s  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  By A u g u s t ,  1 8 7 8 ,  y e l l o w  
f e v e r  r e a c h e d  B a t o n  Rouge f r o m  New O r l e a n s  a l t h o u g h  l o c a l  
p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  t h e  Board  o f  H e a l t h  d i d  n o t  want  t o  a d m i t  i t s  
p r e s e n c e .  I n  h i s  d i a r y  e n t r y  f o r  A u g u s t  2 9 ,  1 8 7 8 ,  Tom Boyd 
n o t e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o v e r  e i g h t y  c a s e s  i n  t h e  to w n  "and 
o n l y  5 d e a t h s  s o  f a r . "  The f e v e r ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  came t o  Ba ton  
Rouge e a r l i e r  t h a t  month w hen  New O r l e a n s  d e l e g a t e s  a r r i v e d
49M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  1, J u l y  
4 ,  5 ,  1878, J u l y  2 ,  1880. T he  d e t a i l s  o f  D a v i d ' s  s t r u g g l e  
w i t h  Jam ar  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  b e lo w .
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t o  a t t e n d  t h e  s t a t e  D e m o c r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n .  To combat  t h e  
d i s e a s e ,  t h e  town o r d e r e d  a  g e n e r a l  " d i s i n f e c t i o n . "  D av id  
h ad  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  g ro u n d s  " t h o r o u g h l y  d o s e d  
w i t h  , . . / c a r b o l i c  a c i d /  and  q u i c k  l i m e . "  B u t  by S e p te m ­
b e r  4 t w e l v e  p e r s o n s  w e re  d e a d ,  a n d  t h e  number o f  s t r i c k e n
50p e r s o n s  c l i m b e d  t o  som ewhere  b e tw e e n  150 and  3 0 0 .  In
1873 t h e  c a u s e  and  m anner  o f  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  y e l l o w  f e v e r
were  s t i l l  s u b j e c t s  o f  h e a t e d  d e b a t e  i n  m e d i c a l  c i r c l e s .
Tom B o y d ' s  d i a r y  r e f l e c t s  one c o m m o n ly -h e ld  t h e o r y :  t h a t
t h e  d i s e a s e  g e n e r a t e d  i n  f i l t h .  I n  h i s  w o rd s ;
The d i s e a s e  beg an  n e a r  t h e  O i l  M i l l s  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  
n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  tow n .  The B o a r d  o f  H e a l t h  o v e r l o o k e d  
t h a t  p a r t  o f  town when d i s i n f e c t i n g .  I t  i s  s a i d  2 
b b l s  o f  w a t e r  h a d  b e e n  s t a n d i n g  f o r  6 mos.  They w ere  
th ro w n  i n t o  a  d i t c h  one day  l a s t  wlc and  t h e  5 workmen 
who e m p t i e d  them a l l  t o o k  i l l  a t  o n c e .  S t e n c h  u n b e a r ­
a b l e .  Whole f a c t o r y  was f i l t h y  a s  was y a r d  o f  Dr.
C u r r y  w h ic h  a d j o i n e d  i t .
T h en c e  f e v e r  s p r e a d  t o  t h e  b l i n d  a sy lu m  n e a r b y ,  t h e n c e  
s o u t h  a l o n g  r i v e r .  As y e t  few c a s e s  s o u t h  o f  B o u l e v a r d  
. . . Few p r e c a u t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  p r e v e n t  s p r e a d  o f  d i s ­
e a s e ,  P e o p l e  m ee t  a s  u s u a l  i n  m a r k e t  p l a c e ,  on 
c o r n e r s .  Go t o  f u n e r a l s  o f  Y. F .  v i c t i m s .  I n m a te s  o f  
b l i n d  a s y lu m  w h e re  f e v e r  i s  r a g i n g  w a lk  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  
g r o u p s  o f  2 o r  t h r e e . 5 ^
On S e p te m b e r  4 an  e x - p r o f e s s o r  t h e n  v i s i t i n g  t h e  
Boyds d e v e l o p e d  a  f e v e r  w h ich  Dr .  D upree  l a b e l e d  " s u s p i c i o u s . "
50Tom Boyd D ia r y ,  A u g u st  2 9 ,  S ep tem b er  4 ,  1 8 7 8 ,
5 1 I b i d .
He was t r e a t e d  w i t h  c a l o m e l  a n d  q u i n i n e  a n d  a f t e r  t h r e e  
d a y s  t h e  f e v e r  d i s a p p e a r e d .  H i s  r a p i d  r e c o v e r y  makes  t h e  
d i a g n o s i s  s e e m  q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was no  d o u b t  a b o u t  
y e l l o w  f e v e r ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  A sy lu m  b u i l d i n g  l a t e r  t h a t  
m o n th .  On S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 8 7 8 ,  M rs .  J o n a t h a n  P r e s t o n ,  t h e  
w i f e  o f  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  A s y lu m ,  d e v e l o p e d  c h i l l s  
a n d  f e v e r .  The n e x t  d ay  s h e  was d e a d .  D r .  D u p re e  a l s o  b e ­
came i l l  b u t  s u r v i v e d .  D a v i d ' s  d e a t h  was r e p o r t e d ,  b u t  
l i k e  Mark T w a i n ' s ,  p r o v e d  t o  b e  g r o s s l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .  O t h e r  
c i t i z e n s  w e r e  n o t  s o  f o r t u n a t e .  E v e n  t h e  c i t y  f a t h e r s ,  
c o n c e r n e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  t o w n ' s  " i m a g e , ” a d m i t t e d  t o  139 
d e a t h s  a n d  2 , 2 7 4  c a s e s  o f  f e v e r  by  m i d - O c t o b e r ,  1 8 7 8 .  Many 
p e r s o n s  e s c a p e d  t h e  f e v e r  by  l e a v i n g  B a t o n  R o u g e .  B u t  
f l i g h t  becam e  more  d i f f i c u l t  when news o f  t h e  d e a d  a n d  d y i n g  
r e a c h e d  p o t e n t i a l  r e f u g e e  c e n t e r s .  On O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  1 8 7 8 ,  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  P r e s t o n  d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  B a t o n  Rouge  t o  
p r o t e c t  h i s  f o u r  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n .  W i th  Tom Boyd a n d  tw o  
o t h e r  a d u l t s ,  t h e  P r e s t o n s  w e n t  by  c o v e r e d  wagon f r o m  B a t o n  
Rouge t o  A m i te  C i t y .  From t h e r e  t h e y  t r a v e l e d  t o  L o u i s ­
v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y ,  by t r a i n .  I t  was  n e c e s s a r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  
"h i d e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  came f r o m  B a t o n  R o u g e . " 52
5 2 I b i d . , S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  16 ,  2 2 ,  O c t o b e r  3 ,  5 ,  2 1 ,  2 5 ,  
1878 ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 8 7 9 .  A d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e
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B e c a u se  o f  t h e  e p id e m i c  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  
d i d  n o t  m ee t  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1878 ,  and  c l a s s e s  d i d  n o t  resum e 
u n t i l  Decem ber .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  e n r o l l m e n t  f o r  t h e  y e a r
1878-79  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e s s i o n .  Con­
d i t i o n s  were  c e r t a i n l y  n o r m a l  by l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1879,  when 
G e n e r a l  She rm an ,  two o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r s ,  and  a  m i l i t a r y  a i d e  
p a i d  a v i s i t  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A l t h o u g h  he  was a " b i t t e r  
enemy i n  w a r , " G e n e r a l  Sherman h a d  b e e n  a "good f r i e n d  i n  
p e a c e , "  one o f  t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r s  r e m a r k e d .  I t  w a s ,  t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  welcome h im .  Sherm an r e v i e w e d  t h e  c a d e t  
c o r p s ,  made an  a d d r e s s  a n d  v i s i t e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s  i n v i t e d  by D av id  t o  m ee t  t h e  renow ned  
s o l d i e r .  One g u e s t  d e s c r i b e d  him a s  " p l a i n  a n d  u n o s t e n t a ­
t i o u s  . . , j o v i a l  and  f r a n k . "  The g e n e r a l ,  n o t e d  t h e  
g u e s t ,  f a v o r e d  t u r n i n g  o v e r  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h e  U n i t e d
e p i d e m i c  o f  1878 and a l l  o f  L o u i s i a n a ' s  b o u t s  w i t h  y e l l o w  
f e v e r  may be fo u n d  i n  J o  Ann C a r r i g a n ,  "Y el low  F e v e r  i n  
L o u i s i a n a "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 9 6 1 ) .  W. H. G o od a le  t o  D av id  Boyd, November 16 ,  1878, i n  
F le m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 8 . G o o d a le  
was i n  G r e e n w e l l  S p r i n g s ,  o u t s i d e  o f  B a to n  R ouge ,  when he 
h e a r d  o f  D a v i d ' s  d e a t h  a n d  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  a l l e g e d  
f u n e r a l .  When he  fo u n d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  h i s  "much e s t e e m e d "  
f r i e n d ' s  d e a t h  t o  be u n t r u e ,  he  t h a n k e d  God t h a t  " t h e  
c a u s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  La.  h a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  b l o w . "  As 
l a t e  a s  November 16,  1878 ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  s t i l l  r e f u s e d  
G o o d a le  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e e n t e r  B a to n  Rouge .
C O
S t a t e s  b a r r a c k s  p r o p e r t y  a t  B a to n  R o u g e .  °
The i d e a  o f  a c q u i r i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b a r r a c k s  as  
a  home f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was a t  l e a s t  n i n e  y e a r s  o l d  i n  
1879 .  D a v id  c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  G e n e r a l  Sherm an  a b o u t  i t  
s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e  w h i c h  f o r c e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  l e a v e  
R a p i d e s .  B u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  Sherm an o p p o s e d  g i v i n g  u p  t h e  
b a r r a c k s  on t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  t r o o p s  h a d  t o  be  a c c e s s i b l e  i f  
" n e c e s s i t y "  r e q u i r e d  i t  i n  T e x a s ,  A r k a n s a s ,  A lab am a ,  a n d  
F l o r i d a .  By 1879 ,  h e  h a d  c h a n g e d  h i s  m in d .  He e n d o r s e d  
D a v i d ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
s c h o o l  m u s t  p r o m i s e  t o  k e e p  i t  i n  r e p a i r  a n d  s u r r e n d e r  i t  
on demand i f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e v e r  n e e d e d  i t  a g a i n .  B u t  Con­
g r e s s  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  make t h e  c e s s i o n .  The War D e p a r t m e n t  
c o u l d  n o t  d i s p o s e  o f  a n y  p r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  
e n a c t m e n t .  The q u a l i f i c a t i o n  seem s  t o  h a v e  c a u s e d  D a v i d  t o  
l o s e  i n t e r e s t .  On A p r i l  2 3 ,  1S79,  h e  w r o t e  Sherm an  t h a t  
t h e  Asylum  b u i l d i n g  was " b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s "  
t h a n  t h e  b a r r a c k s  w o u ld  b e .  Not  u n t i l  18S6 d i d  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  f i n a l l y  occu p y  t h e  b a r r a c k s  p r o p e r t y .  By t h a t  t i m e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t r o o p s  h a d  n o t  u s e d  i t  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s . 54
53F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 312;  L o u i s i ­
a n a  C a p i t o l i a n . F e b r u a r y  15 ,  March 1,  1 87 9 .
54W, T .  She rm an  t o  D a v id  Boyd, A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 8 7 0 ,  i n
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As t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  a p p r o a c h e d  i n  18 7 9 ,  t h e  
new U n i v e r s i t y  s e em e d  t o  b e  f u n c t i o n i n g  w e l l  u n d e r  i t s  
t w o - y e a r - o l d  c h a r t e r .  " H u n d re d s  o f  p e o p l e "  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  
g r a d u a t i o n  e x e r c i s e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  l o c a l  p a p e r .  E s p e c i a l ­
l y  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  w e re  t h e  c l o s i n g  r e m a r k s  o f  t h e  " l e a r n e d  
a n d  g i f t e d  P r e s i d e n t . "  I n  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  w o r d s ;
The C o l o n e l  by  h i s  i n d o m i t a b l e  w i l l  h a s  c a r r i e d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h r o u g h  many r e v e r s e s  t h a t  
w o u ld  h a v e  d i s c o u r a g e d  a  man o f  l e s s  e n e r g y  and  a b i l ­
i t y .  But  h e  f i n a l l y  s u r m o u n t e d  a l l  o b s t a c l e s  a nd  h a s  
a b o u t  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  . . .  s t r u c t u r e  o f  one o f  t h e  
m o s t  c o m p l e t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  g r e a t  
S o u t h w e s t .  I t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  t o  a f f o r d  h im  
a l l  t h e  a i d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  i n  t h e i r  power  . . . 5 5
T y p e s c r i p t  o f  S he rm an -B o yd  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ;  L o u i s i a n a  
C a p i t o l i a n , March 15, 1879;  W, T .  Sherm an  t o  D a v id  Boyd, 
A p r i l  5 ,  A p r i l  2 9 ,  1879 ,  i n  B oyd-Sherm an  L e t t e r s ;  F l e m i n g ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 4 4 2 ,
^ L o u i s i a n a  C a p i t o l i a n , J u l y  12 ,  1879 .
CHAPTER X
LOSING A WAR
The man who p r a i s e d  D a v id  s o  e x t r a v a g a n t l y  a f t e r  
t h e  J u l y ,  1879,  g r a d u a t i o n  was Leon J a s t r e m s k i ,  
e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  c a p t a i n ,  n e w s p a p e r  e d i t o r ,  m ayor  o f  B a to n  
Rouge,  a n d  a g r o w i n g  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  D e m o c r a t i c  
p a r t y .  H i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  D a v i d ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s o  f i r m  i n  
1879,  t u r n e d  t o  a c t i v e  o p p o s i t i o n  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  
when,  a s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  a  r e o r g a n i z e d  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s ,  h e  l e d  t h e  d r i v e  t o  o u s t  D a v id  f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
p r e s i d e n c y .  B e f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  l e d  
J a s t r e m s k i  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  m ind ,  i t  w ou ld  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  o u t ­
l i n e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w h ic h  p u t  t h e  e d i t o r  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  a c t  a g a i n s t  D a v id .
L o u i s i a n a  was " r e d e e m e d "  i n  A p r i l ,  1 877 ,  when F r a n ­
c i s  T .  N i c h o l l s  a n d  L o u is  A. W i l t z  became t h e  u n d i s p u t e d  
g o v e r n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v ­
e r n m e n t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e i r  R e p u b l i c a n  
o p p o n e n t s .  N i c h o l l s  was a  t y p i c a l  R edeem er .  A g r a d u a t e  o f
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Ylest  P o i n t  and  a  l a w y e r ,  he  s e r v e d  as  a  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e  Army. A f t e r  wounds w h ic h  l e f t  him s e v e r e l y  
maimed,  he r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  home i n  LaF ourche  p a r i s h  where  
he  e n g a g e d  i n  p l a n t i n g  and  p o l i t i c s  u n t i l  h i s  e l e c t i o n  as  
g o v e r n o r  i n  1 876 .  W i l t z  came f ro m  New O r l e a n s .  A b a n k e r  
by p r o f e s s i o n ,  h e  became mayor o f  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y  i n  1872. 
A t h i r d  f i g u r e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  N i c h o l l s - W i l t z  s u c c e s s  i n  
1 8 7 7 ,  Major E.  A. B u r k e .  B u r k e ' s  h i s t o r y  b e f o r e  1870 was 
o b s c u r e ,  b u t  by 1876 he was p o w e r f u l  e n ough  i n  L o u i s i a n a  
D e m o c r a t i c  c o u n c i l s  t o  a c t  a s  a l i a i s o n  man b e tw e e n  t h e  
N i c h o l l s  g o v e rn m e n t  and Hayes R e p u b l i c a n s  d u r i n g  n e g o t i a ­
t i o n s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  Compromise  o f  1877.  The n e x t  y e a r  t h e  
p a r t y  r e w a r d e d  h im  w i t h  i t s  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .  
By t h a t  t i m e ,  B u rk e  and W i l t z  w e re  a l r e a d y  a l l i e d  a g a i n s t  
G o v e r n o r  N i c h o l l s  i n  a s t r u g g l e  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Demo­
c r a t i c  p a r t y .  They h a d  a n o t h e r  a l l y  i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L o t ­
t e r y  Company a n d  i t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  C h a r l e s  T.  Howard.  The L o t ­
t e r y  Company, c h a r t e r e d  by R a d i c a l s  i n  1868,  was a s t u t e  
e n o u g h  i n  1876 t o  s w i t c h  i t s  a l l e g i a n c e .  A l l e g e d l y  i t  
b r i b e d  away e n ou g h  P a c k a r d  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  1877 t o  p r o v i d e  
t h e  N i c h o l l s  body w i t h  a  quorum . The L o t t e r y  Company a l s o  
p l a y e d  a p r o m i n e n t  r o l e  a t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  
1878 a t  which  B urke  won n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r .  Tan
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Boyd r e m a r k e d  on M ajo r  B u r k e ' s  "m ost  w o n d e r f u l  s h r e w d n e s s "  
among t h e  d e l e g a t e s ;  he  a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  o b v i o u s  l o b b y i n g  e n ­
g a g e d  i n  by L o t t e r y  Company a g e n t s ,  who a c c o r d i n g  t o  ru m o r  
s o u g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c o m p a n y 's  m onopoly  c h a r t e r  by o f f e r ­
i n g  l i b e r a l  b r i b e s .  B u t  t h e  a g e n t s '  e f f o r t s  d i d  n o t  s u c ­
c e e d .  I n  1879 t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  a n d  G o v e r n o r  N i c h o l l s  
s i g n e d  an  a c t  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  L o t t e r y ' s  c h a r t e r .  Only  a  
r a p i d l y - s e c u r e d  i n j u n c t i o n  s a v e d  t h e  company f r o m  g o i n g  o u t  
o f  b u s i n e s s .
W h i le  t h e  L o t t e r y  c a s e  was s t i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s ,  
d e l e g a t e s  a s s e m b l e d  a t  B a to n  Rouge i n  May, 1 8 7 9 ,  t o  c o n ­
s t r u c t  a new s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h i s  t i m e  t h e  L o t t e r y  
Company a g e n t s  p r o v e d  t o  be  more e f f e c t i v e .  As f i n a l l y  
a d o p t e d ,  t h e  new o r g a n i c  law  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  company c h a r ­
t e r ,  t h u s  p r o t e c t i n g  i t  f ro m  r e f o r m e r s  and  i n g r a t e s  who 
m ig h t  c o n t r o l  L o u i s i a n a ' s  g o v e rn m e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  A n o t h ­
e r  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  d i s c i p l i n e d  G o v e r n o r  
N i c h o l l s  by s h o r t e n i n g  h i s  t e r m  more t h a n  one  f u l l  y e a r .
The Supreme C o u r t  was a l s o  " r e o r g a n i z e d "  a n d  t h e  way o p e n e d  
f o r  i t s  p e r s o n n e l  t o  be  e n t i r e l y  r e p l a c e d .  O n ly  one  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c e r  e s c a p e d  t h i s  " c l e a n  s w e e p , "  E .  A. B u r k e .  The 
l e n g t h  o f  h i s  t e r m  was i n c r e a s e d  t o  s i x  y e a r s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
one  s c h o l a r ,  t h i s  was B u r k e ' s  " p a y o f f "  f o r  h a v i n g  l e d  t h e
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f i g h t  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  a g a i n s t  r e p u d i a t i o n  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  d e b t .  C o n t r a c t e d  d u r i n g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  much 
o f  t h e  d e b t  was f r a u d u l e n t ,  a n d  p o o r e r  D e m o c r a t s ,  f r o m  t h e  
c o u n t r y  a n d  New O r l e a n s ,  demanded  t h a t  i t  be  w r i t t e n  o f f .  
But  by 1879 w e a l t h y  L o u i s i a n i a n s  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s  h e l d  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  b o n d s .  I n  t h e  name o f  s a v i n g  L o u i s i a n a ' s  " h o n o r , "  
t h e y  o p p o se d  s c a l i n g  down t h e  i n t e r e s t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r i n ­
c i p a l  owed by t h e  s t a t e .  A f t e r  much h a g g l i n g  a n d  am id  
c h a r g e s  o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  b r i b e r y ,  a  c o m p ro m ise  e m e r g e d :  t h e
p r i n c i p a l  owed by  t h e  s t a t e  r e m a i n e d  i n t a c t ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e r ­
e s t  r a t e  owed t h e  b o n d h o l d e r s  was r e d u c e d  f rom  s e v e n  t o  
f o u r  p e r  c e n t .
E.  A. B u rk e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  a  pow er  i n  L o u i s i a n a  
when L o u is  W i l t z  a n d  S .  D. McEnery o f  Monroe r a n  f o r  g o v e r ­
n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  i n  D ecem b er ,  1 8 7 9 .  W i l t z  h ad  
t u b e r c u l o s i s  a n d  d i e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 8 1 .  B u t  l o n g  b e f o r e  
t h e n  B u r k e ' s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  was a l r e a d y  
w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  i t  i n c r e a s e d  when McEnery 
t o o k  o f f i c e .  D e s c r i b e d  a s  a  "weak,  a f f a b l e  m a n , "  McEnery 
l e t  M ajo r  B u r k e ,  C h a r l e s  Howard o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L o t t e r y  
Company, and  a few  o t h e r s  r u n  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  t i m e ,  v a r i o u s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  f r a u d  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n .  Some n e w s ­
p a p e r s  demanded r e f o r m ,  b u t  t h e y  w ere  s i l e n c e d  when t h e
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g o v e r n o r ' s  f r i e n d s  e q u a t e d  any  a t t a c k  on t h e  McEnery r e g i m e  
w i t h  d i s l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  R e p u b ­
l i c a n s .
Among t h o s e  McEnery s u p p o r t e r s  who l e t  l o y a l t y  t o  
p a r t y  a n d  p a t r o n  ove rcom e  t h e i r  b e t t e r  j u d g e m e n t  was e d i t o r  
Leon J a s t r e m s k i ,  mayor o f  B a t o n  Rouge a n d ,  by 1 8 80 ,  p o t e n ­
t i a l  a n t a g o n i s t  o f  D av id  B oyd .  J a s t r e m s k i  was a  c l o s e  p e r ­
s o n a l  f r i e n d  o f  M c E n e r y ' s ,  w h ic h  p r o b a b l y  e x p l a i n e d  why h e  
was made v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s  i n  May, 18 8 0 ,  a n d  why h i s  b r o t h e r ,  J o h n  J a s t r e m s k i ,  
won a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  S u p e r v i s o r  o f  t h e  A sylum  f o r  t h e  D eaf  
a n d  Dumb a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  P r e s t o n .  E a r l y  
i n  M c E n e r y ' s  t e n u r e  J a s t r e m s k i ' s  n e w s p a p e r  u r g e d  t h e  Demo­
c r a t i c  p a r t y  t o  p u r g e  i t s e l f  o f  c o r r u p t i o n .  B u t  by 1882 i t  
was d e f e n d i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a n y  a n d  a l l  
c h a r g e s .  To do  o t h e r w i s e ,  i t  a r g u e d ,  w o u ld  m e r e l y  l e n d  
c o m f o r t  t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  enemy. A l s o  i n  1882 ,  t h e  s t a t e  
c a p i t a l  was moved t o  B a t o n  R ouge ,  a n d  J a s t r e m s k i ’s  p a p e r  
became t h e  s t a t e ' s  o f f i c i a l  j o u r n a l .
L ik e  N i c h o l l s ,  W i l t z  a n d  McEnery, Leon J a s t r e m s k i  
was a  t y p i c a l  B o u rb o n .  He e v e n  l i k e d  t h e  t e r m  a l t h o u g h  h e  
t h o u g h t  S t u a r t  w o u ld  b e  more  a p p r o p r i a t e .  L o u i s i a n a  i n  t h e  
1 8 8 0 ' s ,  h e  e x p l a i n e d ,  was l i k e  E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  1 6 6 0 ' s :  s i c k
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o f  t h e  " p s u e d o - L i b e r a l i s m "  o f  Cromwell  and  r e a d y  f o r  a  
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  s a f e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  r u l e .  L ike  many o f  h i s  
more famous c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  J a s t r e m s k i  was an a r d e n t  C o n f e d ­
e r a t e  v e t e r a n  who l o v e d  t o  i n v o k e  m em ories  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  
b u t  who a l s o  d i d  a l l  he c o u l d  t o  p ro m o te  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  
b u s i n e s s  and  i n d s u t r y  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  E f f o r t s  by r u r a l  i n ­
t e r e s t s  t o  r e g u l a t e  b u s i n e s s  a n n o yed  h im .  The S o u th  sh ou ld  
a d m i r e  a n d  e m u l a t e  n o r t h e r n  m i l l i o n a i r e s ,  n o t  den o un ce  
th em .  U n l i k e  some L o u i s i a n i a n s ,  J a s t r e m s k i  was n o t  d i s ­
t u r b e d  when Jay  G o u ld  moved t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s i z e  o f  h i s  a l ­
r e a d y  immense h o l d i n g s  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  I t  m e r e ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  w o r k i n g  o u t  o f  a  n a t u r a l  law :  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  f i t t e s t .
The " g r u m b l i n g "  o f  t h e  p o o r  a g a i n s t  t h a t  law was " f u t i l e ,
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i n f a n t i l e  and  i m p u d e n t . " A
The a c c e s s i o n  t o  power o f  N i c h o l l s ,  W i l t z  and  
McEnery may hav e  r e p r e s e n t e d  " R e d e m p t io n "  f o r  m ost  L o u i s i ­
a n i a n s ,  F o r  D av id  Boyd i t  m ean t  p e r s o n a l  d i s a s t e r .  Under 
t h e  N i c h o l l s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  D av id  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n c r e a s i n g  
a n t a g o n i s m  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  a  B o a rd
^Woodward, O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  New S o u t h . 1 1 - 1 3 ,  4 4 ,  
7 0 -7 1 ;  W i l l i a m  I .  H a i r ,  "The A g r a r i a n  P r o t e s t  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  
1 8 7 7 -1 9 0 0 "  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  2 3 - 2 7 ,  1 4 8 - 5 3 ,  1 5 7 - 6 4 .  H a i r * s  e x c e l l e n t  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  h e a v i l y  i n  t h i s  summary o f  L o u i ­
s i a n a  p o l i t i c s  and  p o l i t i c i a n s .
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w h i c h  N i c h o l l s  c h o s e  f r o m  a  l i s t  made up by D a v i d  h i m s e l f ,  
b u t  w h ic h  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  p a r t i s a n  o f  t h e  G r a n g e r s  a n d  t h e  
o l d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e .  Under  W i l t z  c o n d i t i o n s  grew 
w o r s e .  Only  f o u r  m o n th s  a f t e r  h i s  i n a u g u r a t i o n  i n  J a n u a r y ,  
1S80 ,  G o v e r n o r  W i l t z  r e p l a c e d  t h e  N i c h o l l s  B o a r d  w i t h  a n ­
o t h e r  body e v e n  l e s s  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  D a v i d ' s  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  F i n a l l y ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  
G o v e r n o r  McEnery,  p r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  a i l i n g  
W i l t z ,  t h e  h o s t i l e  B o a r d  f i r e d  D a v i d  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 8 0 ,  
a m i d s t  c h a r g e s  o f  i n c o m p e t e n c e  a n d  m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T he  
r e a s o n s  t h e  B o a r d  o f f e r e d  t o  j u s t i f y  i t s  a c t i o n  w i l l  be  
e x a m in e d  i n  d e t a i l  l a t e r .  B u t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  some o f  t h e  
u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s  f o r  D a v i d ' s  r e m o v a l ,  i t  w o u l d  be  h e l p f u l  
t o  r e v i e w  a s e r i e s  o f  e v e n t s  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  i n  1878 a n d  1879 
c o n c e r n i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .
By 1879 t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  m et  and c o n ­
q u e r e d  i t s  m o s t  s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  down 
t o  i t s  p r i m a r y  t a s k :  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  y o u t h .
E d i t o r  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  a n n o u n c e d  t o  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  u n d e r  
D a v i d ' s  " a b l e  s u p e r v i s i o n , "  t h e  m e r g e d  s c h o o l s  h a d  become a 
" g r e a t  s u c c e s s . "  The U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  an  a b l e  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a r m  a n d  " m e c h a n i c a l  a p p u r t e n a n c e s "  were  b e i n g  
r a p i d l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  a nd  t h e r e  was n o  l o n g e r  "a  shadow  o f  a
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d o u b t ” t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w o u ld  s o o n  j o i n  t h e  " f i r s t  r a n k  
among s i m i l a r  o n e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y . ” Even o b s e r v e r s  a s  f a ­
m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  p a s t  a s  fo r m e r  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  W i l ­
l i a m  S a n f o r d  t h o u g h t  t h e  f u t u r e  l o o k e d  e n c o u r a g i n g .  I n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1878 h e  t r u s t e d  t h a t  D av id  was " g e t t i n g  a l o n g  
s m o o t h l y  n o w ,” I f  s o ,  h e  w o n d e red  how David, managed t o
l i v e  w i t h o u t  t r o u b l e .  "You h a v e  b e e n  i n  i t  s o  l o n g  t h a t
2you c a n  h a r d l y  b e  c o n t e n t  t o  s a i l  i n  smooth w a t e r  n o w .”
I n  f a c t ,  D a v id  was n o t  " g e t t i n g  a l o n g  s m o o t h l y . ” 
N e i t h e r  was he  h a p p y  i n  a d v e r s i t y .  To a  V i r g i n i a  f r i e n d  he  
r e g r e t t e d  e v e r  h a v i n g  l e f t  h i s  home s t a t e .  " I  am v e r y  f r e e  
t o  s a y  t h a t  w ere  I  b a c k  a g a i n  t o  1857 ,  no e a r t h l y  c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n  c l d  . . . i n d u c e  me t o  l e a v e  Va. I t  was a  g r e a t  
m i s t a k e  f o r  me. I  h a v e  r e a l l y  n e v e r  b een  s a t i s f i e d .  Am 
n o t  now , " 3 B a s i c  t o  D a v i d ' s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  was t h e  growing  
o p p o s i t i o n  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  e n c o u n t e r e d  
a f t e r  1 877 .  H is  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  D r .  R y la n d  and  o t h e r  
B oa rd  members who c h am pio n ed  " p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n , " h a v e  
a l r e a d y  b een  d e s c r i b e d .  So h a s  h i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  B o a rd  
member E .  H. F a r r a r  whose demand f o r  a  l i s t  o f  t e x t b o o k s
2W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d  t o  D a v id  Boyd, A p r i l  2 8 ,  1878,  i n  
F le m in g  (W a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 11; L o u i s i ­
ana  C a p i t o l i a n , F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1879 .
2 David  Boyd t o  C has .  M. V e n a b le ,  March 2 5 ,  1878 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 - 7 8 .
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e m p lo y e d  by e a c h  p r o f e s s o r  l e d  D av id  t o  s u b m i t  h i s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  A p r i l ,  1878.  B o th  d i s p u t e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  some­
t h i n g  new i n  D a v i d ’ s  e x p e r i e n c e :  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  B o a rd
a n d  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a c t i v e l y  i n  
r u n n i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The B o a r d s  b e f o r e  1877,  l e d  by W i l ­
l i a m  S a n f o r d  and  G. Mason G raham ,  i m p o s e d  few r e s t r a i n t s  on 
D a v i d .  They d e l e g a t e d  much o f  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  h im  and  
t h e y  u s u a l l y  e n d o r s e d  h i s  a c t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t .  A f t e r  
1877 t h e  B oa rds  w e r e  n e v e r  a s  p a s s i v e  a n d  r a r e l y  o f  one 
m in d .  C o n s i d e r i n g  D a v i d ' s  d i s t a s t e  f o r  s h a r i n g  p o w e r  and 
h i s  r e p u t e d  z e s t  f o r  c o m b a t ,  c l a s h e s  b e t w e e n  h im  a n d  t h e  
B o a r d s  h e  s e r v e d  w e r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n e v i t a b l e . 4
B e s i d e s  a n t a g o n i s t s  i n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  
D a v id  a c q u i r e d  som e p o w e r f u l  e n e m ie s  among s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  
p o l i t i c i a n s .  One, W. B. L eak e  o f  W est  F e l i c i a n a ,  was a  
d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  1 879 ,  a n d  a
In  1876 D a v i d  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  " l i t t l e  
m o n a r c h "  f o r  s o  l o n g  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  f i n d  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  im p o s ­
s i b l e .  As f o r  h i s  c o m b a t i v e  t e n d e n c i e s ,  G. Mason Graham a n d  
S a m u e l  L o c k e t t  t o  D a v i d  Boyd,  A u g u s t  2 6 ,  1879,  i b i d . , A lp h a  
F i l e ,  Box 9; t h e  tw o  men who knew him b e s t ,  n o t e d  h i s  " d e ­
l i g h t  i n  t r o u b l e s "  a n d  t e n d e n c y  t o  " u p t u r n  t h i n g s . "  G.
Mason Graham t o  D a v i d  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  1 ,  1879 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n s ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  
Box 6 ; S .  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A u g u s t  26 ,  1 8 7 9 ,  A lp h a  
F i l e ,  Box 9; D a v i d  Boyd t o  R. J .  H a n co c k ,  December 13 ,
1876 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 6 - 7 7 .
member o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  s e n a t e  i n  1S80 .  I n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  
Leake  f o u g h t  D a v i d ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ­
a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  Univez’S i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  w i t h  t h e  
s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  B a to n  R o u g e .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  he i n ­
t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  r e o r g a n i z e  
t h e  s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The r e a s o n s  L eak e  o f f e r e d  f o r  h i s  
o p p o s i t i o n  i n  1S79 h a d  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  c o s t  o f  
f o o d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  Som etim e e a r l i e r  h i s  s o n  a t t e n d e d  
t h e  s c h o o l .  The f a r e  was s o  p o o r ,  c h a r g e d  L eak e ,  t h a t  h e  
h a d  t o  s e n d  t h e  boy s e v e r a l  d o l l a r s - w o r t h  o f  " e x t r a  p r o v i ­
s i o n s "  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  w h a t  h a d  a l r e a d y  c o s t  him t w e n t y  
d o l l a r s  a m o n th .  Dav id  r e p l i e d  p u b l i c l y  and  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  
i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  New O r l e a n s  T i m e s . He 
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  L eake  p a i d  o n l y  t e n  d o l l a r s  a  month f o r  h i s  
s o n ' s  f o o d .  The o t h e r  t e n  d o l l a r s  c o v e r e d  h i s  room r e n t ,  
l a u n d r y ,  m e d i c a l  a n d  f u e l  b i l l s .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e r e  was no 
n e e d  t o  s e n d  a " p a r t i c l e "  o f  e x t r a  f o o d ;  i f  t h e  f a t h e r  s e n t  
h i s  boy a f o o d  b o x ,  i t  was s i m p l y  a  " s i g n  o f  p a r e n t a l  a f ­
f e c t i o n . "  However ,  i f  t h e  e l d e r  Leake  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  
box was n e c e s s a r y ,  D av id  c o u l d  o n ly  e x p l a i n  i t  on t h e  ground  
" t h a t  F a t h e r  knew / h i s  s o n /  t o  be o f  t h e  Leaky s t o c k  . . . 
/ t h e  b o y /  c l d  n o t  h o l d  h i s  p r o v i s i o n s  w e l l . "  D a v id  p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h a t  Leake c o u l d  h av e  b o a r d e d  h i s  s o n  any w h e re  he  c h o s e
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u n d e r  U n i v e r s i t y  r e g u l a t i o n s .  "To e x p e c t  S t .  C h a r l e s  H o t e l  
f a r e  on $ 10  t o  $15 a  m o n th ,  " h e  r e m a r k e d ,  "shows c o n c l u s i v e ­
l y ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t — t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t e  f rom  West  
F e l i c i a n a  i s  Leaky i n  more ways t h a n  one :  i n  b r a i n s  a s
w e l l  as  i n  b e l l y
D a v i d ' s  i n t e m p e r a t e  l e t t e r  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n f o r ­
t u n a t e  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  L e a k e ' s  c o m p l a i n t s  w e re  
n o t  w i t h o u t  f o u n d a t i o n .  Only a  month l a t e r  one o f  D a v i d ' s  
b e s t  f r i e n d s  on t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  L. 
B r e n t ,  u r g e d  him t o  im p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  fo o d  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  In  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  k e e p i n g  c o s t s  low, B r e n t  
t h o u g h t ,  D a v id  was c h a r g i n g  t o o  l i t t l e  f o r  b o a r d  and  c o n s e ­
q u e n t l y  p r o v i d i n g  i n f e r i o r  f a r e .  Bi’e n t  h a d  h e a r d  s e v e r a l  
c o m p l a i n t s  w h ich  c o n v i n c e d  h im t h a t  im p ro v e m e n ts  w e re  e s s e n ­
t i a l . ^
T he  i s s u e  w h i c h  s p a r k e d  t h e  c l a s h  w i t h  d e l e g a t e  
Leake won D a v id  a d d i t i o n a l  e n e m ie s  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1879. Sometime d u r i n g  l a t e  J u n e ,  D av id  i n ­
d u c ed  a Mr. George  o f  W e b s te r  P a r i s h  t o  i n t r o d u c e  an
^ D a v id  Boyd t o  E d i t o r ,  New O r l e a n s  T i m e s , J u l y  9 ,
1S79 .
® Jo s .  L. B r e n t  t o  D av id  F .  Boyd, A u g u s t  2 0 ,  1879 ,  
i n  F l e m in g  (W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 7 .
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o r d i n a n c e  w h ic h  would  h a v e  u n i t e d  t h e  law and  m e d i c a l  
d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i n  New O r l e a n s  
w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  B a to n  Rouge .  D a v id  d i d  n o t  
p r o p o s e  t o  move t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  o u t  o f  New O r ­
l e a n s  o r  make any e s s e n t i a l  c h an ge  i n  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .
He m e r e ly  w i s h e d  t o  j o i n  them  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  
B a to n  Rouge u n d e r  a s i n g l e  c h a r t e r .  T h i s  was by no means a 
new i d e a  i n  1S79.  A s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  
i t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1858, a n d  D av id  p r o p o s e d  i t  i n  h i s  R e p o r t  f o r  
1S77 .  But n o t h i n g  p o s i t i v e  was done  u n t i l  1S7S when a p r o ­
p o s e d  amendment t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1868 a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  
" a c a d e m ic  d e p a r t m e n t "  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  t o  
l o c a t e  o u t s i d e  New O r l e a n s .  At t h e  t i m e  t h e r e  was no o p e r ­
a t i n g  " a c a d e m ic  d e p a r t m e n t . "  But  t h e  v e r y  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  
i t  be  s e t  up  somewhere  o u t s i d e  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y  c a u s e d  one  
t o  b e  c r e a t e d  i n  November, 1878 .  I n  a  m e m o r ia l  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  on J u l y  7 ,  1879, D a v id  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  r e a s o n s  
b e h i n d  G e o r g e ' s  r e s o l u t i o n .  He w a n t e d  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s u p p o r t  
" one  good s c h o o l ,  c o m p l e t e  i n  e v e r y  w a y . "  I f  i t  p r o v i d e d  
f o r  a  s e p a r a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  w i t h  i t s  own "Academ­
i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t , "  i t  w o u ld  a g a i n  be  " s c a t t e r i n g  . . . money 
i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s . "  L e t  t h e  c i t y  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  newly  c r e ­
a t e d  " A c a d e m ic a l  D e p a r t m e n t "  and  r u n  i t  as  a c i t y  c o l l e g e
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o r  h i g h  s c h o o l ;  t h e  law and m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  be  a d d e d
7
t o  t h e  s t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
B o th  G e o r g e ' s  p r o p o s a l  a n d  D a v i d ' s  m e m o r ia l  c a u s e d  
a  f u r o r  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  and  t h e  New O r l e a n s  p r e s s .  Ap­
p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  New O r l e a n s  Democrat  c h a r g e d ,  B a to n  Rouge 
w ou ld  n o t  be s a t i s f i e d  u n t i l  s h e  " s t o l e "  e v e r y  " S t a t e  f a ­
c i l i t y "  f rom  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y .  She a l r e a d y  had  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ,  t h e  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  b l i n d  and d e a f ,  t h e  p e n i t e n ­
t i a r y  and t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l .  Now, t h e  e d i t o r  d e c l a r e d ,  s h e  
was a f t e r  t h e  c i t y ' s  law and  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s  t o o .  The 
G eorge  p r o p o s a l  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d .  N e i t h e r  d i d  D a v i d ' s  a t ­
t e m p t  t o  k e e p  t h e  s t a t e  f rom " s c a t t e r i n g  i t s  r e s o u r c e s . "
As f i n a l l y  a p p r o v e d ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1879 a u t h o r i z e d  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  up  t o  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  e a c h  f o r  t h e  
two u n i v e r s i t i e s .  About  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  D a v id  g a i n e d  f ro m  
h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  1879 was t h e  e n m i ty  o f  t h e
o
New O r l e a n s  d e l e g a t i o n . 0
^ D av id  Boyd,  "N otes  f o r  a rg u m e n t s  f a v o r i n g  u n i f i c a ­
t i o n  o f  L .S .U .  and  U. o f  L a . , "  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  
P a p e r s ,  Box 5; D av id  F ,  Boyd t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n ­
t i o n  o f  1879,  Ju n e  25 ,  1879,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c ­
t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  Box 2; 
D av id  F .  Boyd, M em oria l  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  
J u l y  7 ,  1879 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  
1 8 7 6 -7 9 ,  Box 2 0 .
8 L o u i s i a n a  C a p i t o l i a n , J u l y  12, 1879; O f f i c i a l  J o u r ­
n a l  o f  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f
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F i n a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  D a v id  
f a c e d  s e r i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  h i s  own f a c u l t y .  S e v e r a l  
p r o f e s s o r s  u l t i m a t e l y  m a n i f e s t e d  some d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  
h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c i e s .  B u t  tw o  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e a r ­
h e a d e d  t h e  d r i v e  w h i c h  l e d  t o  h i s  d i s m i s s a l :  R. S .
M c C u l lo c h ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  " a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  g e n e r a l  c h e m i s ­
t r y , "  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  M. F .  J a m a r ,  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  m i l i t a r y  
t a c t i c s  a n d  s t r a t e g y .  P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l lo c h  came t o  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  f ro m  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  Lee i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 7 8 ,  b e c a u s e ,  
he  e x p l a i n e d  t o  D a v i d ,  G e n e r a l  L e e ' s  " d r e a m  o f  a  g r e a t  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  a t  L e x i n g t o n  h a s  b e e n  a f a i l u r e . "  M c C u l l o c h ' s  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  r e s t e d  o n  a  l o n g  t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r  a t  P r i n c e t o n ,  
C o l u m b i a  a n d  Y / a s h i n g to n  a n d  L ee ;  a  t e x t b o o k  e n t i t l e d  The 
M e c h a n i c a l  T h e o r y  o f  H e a t , a n d  som e f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  i n  s u g a r  
m a n u f a c t u r e  h e  c a r r i e d  on  i n  Cuba  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
g o v e r n m e n t .  The b o o k  a n d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  w e r e  d o n e  b e f o r e  t h e  
C i v i l  W ar.  When h e  came t o  L o u i s i a n a  i n  1 S 7 S ,  M c C u l lo c h  
was o v e r  s i x t y  y e a r s  o l d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s  m us t  h a v e  b e e n  i m p r e s s e d .  They  h i r e d  h im a t  $ 3 , 0 0 0  
" a n d  q u a r t e r s "  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p r o g r a m  i n  
" s c i e n t i f i c "  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Up t o  t h a t  t i m e  n o  p r o f e s s o r  e v e r
t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  (New O r l e a n s ,  1 8 7 9 ) ,  2 4 2 - 4 3 ;  F le m in g ;  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 2 4 - 3 1 .
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r e c e i v e d  s o  m u c h .^
The B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  h o p e d  t o  h a v e  P r o f e s s o r  
M cC ul loch  c o n d u c t  e x p e r i m e n t s  i n  s u g a r  c u l t u r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t e a c h i n g  c h e m i s t r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  B o a rd  member 
J o s e p h  L. B r e n t ,  D a v i d ' s  o l d  c a v a l r y  commander,  was p r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S u g a r  P l a n t e r s 1 A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1 8 7 8 .  
I n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  h e  p r e p a r e d  a  l i s t  o f  e x p e r i m e n t s  t h e  A s ­
s o c i a t i o n  w a n t e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  p e r f o r m .  B r e n t  a s k e d  
D a v i d  and  P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l loch  t o  e x a m in e  t h e  l i s t  a n d  t o  
make one o f  t h e i r  own c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  w o u ld  n e e d  and  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  am ount  i t  w o u ld  
r e q u i r e  t o  s e t  u p  an a p p r o p r i a t e  l a b o r a t o r y .  The A s s o c i a ­
t i o n  w o u ld  t h e n  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
f u n d s .  D a v id  a n d  M cC ul loch  f i g u r e d  t h a t  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  w o u ld  
" o u t f i t "  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a b o r a t o r y ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  u s e d  
t o  a n a l y z e  s o i l  f o r  L o u i s i a n a  f a r m e r s .  C o n s i d e r i n g  how 
v i t a l  s u g a r  c u l t u r e  was t o  L o u i s i a n a ' s  economy, G e n e r a l  
B r e n t  t h o u g h t  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  be  h a p p y  t o  " f i t  u p "  a  l a b o r ­
a t o r y  and  "endow " t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  t o  r u n  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e r i m e n t s .  B u t  h e  d i d  n o t  c o u n t  on t h e
^R. S .  M cCul loch  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  17 ,  1877 ,  
i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 10; 
F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 0 8 - 9 ,  3 3 2 - 3 3 .
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e x t r e m e  t h r i f t  p r a c t i c e d  by t h e  R e d ee m e rs ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
a r e a s  l i k e  e d u c a t i o n .  Not o n l y  d i d  t h e  law m akers  f a i l  t o  
make a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  a U n i v e r s i t y  l a b o r a t o r y  i n  
1878; i n  1379 t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  r e d u c e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
owed by t h e  s t a t e  on S e m in a ry  and A g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d s ,  t h e r e ­
by s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l o w e r i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  g u a r a n t e e d  a n n u ­
a l  i n c o m e .  I t  a l s o  s e t  a  c e i l i n g  o f  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  on any
a d d i t i o n a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u l d  make f o r  
10t h e  s c h o o l .
The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  e f f e c t  
u n t i l  J a n u a r y ,  1SS0, But  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
f a i l u r e  t o  make a d e q u a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  o r  t o  
pay t h e  g u a r a n t e e d  a n n u i t i e s  when due  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
b r e a c h  b e tw e e n  D a v id  and P r o f e s s o r  M cC u l lo ch .  I n  J u l y ,
1S7S, McCulloch a s k e d  t h e  B o a rd  f o r  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
t e r m  " q u a r t e r s "  a s  i t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  h i s  s a l a r y .  He was i n ­
fo r m e d  t h a t  h i s  " q u a r t e r ' s " a l l o w a n c e  a m o un ted  t o  $ 2 00 .  But
10G e n l .  J o s .  L. B r e n t  t o  D. F .  Boyd a n d  R. S. 
M c C u l lo c h ,  u n d a t e d ;  D av id  Boyd and  R. S .  McCulloch  t o  S u g a r  
P l a n t e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  F e b r u a r y  5,  1878;  J o s .  L. B r e n t ,  
s p e e c h  t o  Su g a r  P l a n t e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1878; 
Memorandum, F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 87 8 ,  i n  Summary o f  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
b e tw e e n  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  S u g a r  P l a n t e r s '  A sso ­
c i a t i o n ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,
1 8 7 5 - 8 6 ,  Box 19; F l e m in g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 318-24 .  
P r o f e s s o r  F le m in g  p r o v i d e s  a  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  p r e ­
c i s e l y  how much t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  l o s t  t h r o u g h  r e p u d i a t i o n  a n d  
s c a l i n g  down o f  t h e  s t a t e  d e b t  b e tw ee n  1877 and  1880 . .
a t  a n o t h e r  B o a rd  m e e t i n g  two w eeks  l a t e r ,  D av id  u n d e r c u t  
M c C u l lo c h ' s  p o s i t i o n .  He a s k e d  t h a t  h i s  own s a l a r y ,  i n ­
c l u d i n g  h i s  q u a r t e r s  a l l o w a n c e ,  b e  r e d u c e d  by $ 7 0 0 .  The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  n o t  p r o v i d e d  e n ou g h  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  
1878 and  D a v i d  w a n ted  t o  e x p an d  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  t h e  coming 
y e a r .  To do s o  t h e r e  v o u l d  h a v e  t o  be an a d j u s t m e n t  i n  t h e  
s a l a r y  s c a l e .  D a v i d ' s  s a l a r y  d r o p p e d  f ro m  $ 3 ,5 0 0  t o  $3 ,000 .  
M c C u l lo c h ' s  r e m a in e d  a t  $ 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  N i c h o l s o n ' s  a t  $ 2 , 0 0 0 .  
P r o f e s s o r  W i ld e  was d i s m i s s e d  a n d  h i s  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  o f  a n ­
c i e n t  a n d  m odern  l a n g u a g e s  s p l i t .  The two new men who r e ­
p l a c e d  h im e a c h  r e c e i v e d  $ 1 , 2 0 0 .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  B o a r d  p r o ­
v i d e d  f o r  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m e c h a n ic s  a t  $2 , 0 0 0 , a  commandant 
a n d  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  " d r a w in g "  a t  $ 1 ,0 0 0  e a c h ,  and  a 
c l e r k - l i b r a r i a n  a t  $ 8 0 0 .  But no one  w ou ld  r e c e i v e  any  a l -
1 Tlo w a n ce  f o r  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  com ing  y e a r*
P r o f e s s o r  M cC u l lo ch ,  t h e n  v i s i t i n g  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  
V i r g i n i a  a n d  M a ry lan d ,  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  a c t i o n  f rom 
i t s  s e c r e t a r y ,  W. H. G o o d a l e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  D av id  r e p e a t e d  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  l e t t e r  he w r o t e  McCulloch  on A u g u s t  
17 ,  1878. N o t i n g  t h a t  no  one w o u ld  r e c e i v e  " q u a r t e r s  a l l o w ­
a n c e "  a f t e r  O c to b e r  1, t h a t  t h e  "new" men w ou ld  r e c e i v e
■ ^M inu tes  o f  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  4 ,  15,
1 8 7 8 .
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o n l y  $ 1 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 2 , 0 0 0  i n  18 7 8 ,  a n d  t h a t  h i s  own s a l a r y  h a d  
b e e n  r e d u c e d  by $ 5 0 0 ,  D a v id  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  M c C u l loch ,  t o o ,  
m ig h t  be  " a s k e d "  t o  a c c e p t  l e s s  p a y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  
C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  " g e n e r a l  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e , "  D a v id  com­
m e n te d ,  t h e  r e q u e s t  w o u ld  n o t  be  " u n r e a s o n a b l e . "  N in e  
m on ths  l a t e r  D a v i d ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  p r o v e d  a c c u r a t e .  B e c a u s e  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  r e c e i v e d  o n l y  l i m i t e d  f u n d s  f rom  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  i n  1379 a n d  l i t t l e  g e n e r o s i t y  was e x p e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  t h e n  i n  s e s s i o n ,  D a v id  a s k e d  t h e  
B o a rd  i n  May, 1 8 7 9 ,  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  a p r o b a b l e  pay  
c u t  f o r  t h e  com ing  y e a r .  Y/hat P r o f e s s o r  M cC ul loch  t h o u g h t  
when h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  news i s  n o t  r e c o r d e d .  But  s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  h e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  d i s t u r b e d .  When t h e  Boai*d 
moved t o  " e q u a l i z e  s a l a r i e s "  d u r i n g  t h e  sum m er,  i t  d e c r e a s e d  
D a v i d ' s  p a y  f ro m  $ 3 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 ;  t h e  m a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  
m e c h a n i c s  p r o f e s s o r ' s  s a l a r y  w e n t  f rom  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 1 , 5 0 0 ;  
t h e  t h r e e  l o w e s t  p a i d  men s t a y e d  a t  t h e  sam e l e v e l  ( $ 1 ,0 0 0  
t o  $ 1 , 2 0 0 ) ,  a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a i d ,  P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l lo c h ,  
d r o p p e d  f r o m  $ 3 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 1 , 5 0 0 .  D a v id  was s u r e  t h e  c u t  i n  
M c C u l l o c h ' s  s a l a r y  a n d  h i s  own " a g e n c y "  i n  b r i n g i n g  i t  
a b o u t  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  o l d e r  m a n ' s  h o s t i l i t y  t o  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n .
4 5 3
As lo n g  a s  Mr. M c C u l lo ch  r e c e i v e d  $ 3 , 0 0 0  a y r ;  w i t h  
h o u s e  r e n t - - f o r  d o i n g  b u t  one  h o u r ' s  worlc a  d a y - - w h o  
e v e r  h e a r d  a  word  f r o m  h im  a g a i n s t  . . . the  U n i v e r ­
s i t y .  T h a t  i s  a l l  h e  d i d  . . , 1 8 7 7 - 7 8 :  S i n c e  t h e n ,
he has_ d o n e  a b o u t  2 h o u r s  c l a s s  w o rk  a day  e x c e p t  O c t . 
/ 1 8 7 9 /  t o  J a n y .  l a s t  / 1 8 8 0 / ,  when h e  was a b s e n t  . . . 
f o r  t h e  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s .  Y/hat h e  d i d  t h e n ,  I  d o n ' t  
know, a s  h e  h a s  made no  r e p o r t  . . . S t i l l  he  h a s  b e e n  
p a i d  e v e r y  c e n t  due  h im  . . .
A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  b r e a c h  
b e t w e e n  D a v id  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  M cC u l lo ch  was t h e  o l d e r  m a n ' s  
o b v i o u s  d i s i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  more " p r a c t i c a l "  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m .  On A u g u s t  1, 1 87 8 ,  he  
w i 'o t e  D a v id  f ro m  V i r g i n i a  t h a t  h e  was w i l l i n g  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
" S u g a r  I n d u s t r y "  a n d  h e  w o u ld  t e a c h  " M e c h a n i c s ,  P u r e  a nd  
A p p l i e d "  i f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o v i d e d  h im  w i t h  a  " S h o p . "
B u t :
As f o r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  I  h a v e  n o t  
r e g a r d e d  i t  a s  u n d e r  my c h a r g e ,  e x c e p t  i n  s o  f a r  a s  
' A g r i c u l t u r a l  C h e m i s t r y 1 i s  c o n c e r n e d ;  n o r  do I  
d e s i r e  f u r t h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  
f a r m  se em s  l i k e l y  t o  be  a n  ' E l e p h a n t , ' w h i c h  t h e  
S u p e r v i s o r s  w i l l  a r r a n g e  a s  t h e y  p l e a s e , w h a t e v e r  
o t h e r s  may t h i n k  d e s i r a b l e . ^
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  R. S .  M c C u l lo c h ,  A u g u s t  1 7 ,  1878; 
D a v i d  F .  B oyd ,  n o t e ,  March 6 , 1880 ,  on E x c e r p t  o f  c o r r e s ­
p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  D. F .  Boyd a n d  R. S .  M c C u l lo c h ,  i n  F l e m i n g  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v i d  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  
P a p e r s ,  1 S 5 3 - 8 8 ,  Box 4;  M i n u te s  o f  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,
May 9 ,  1879; Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1880;  F l e m i n g ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 3 3 .
i a R. S .  M cC u lloch  t o  D a v id  B oyd , A u g u s t  1 ,  1 8 7 8 ,  i n
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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D a v id ,  v e r y  much d i s t u r b e d ,  w r o t e  b a c k  two weeks  l a t e r .
The U n i v e r s i t y ,  he  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  was d o in g  s o  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  
”A g r . D e p t . "  t h a t  p e o p l e  were  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o m p l a i n .  The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  w ou ld  s u r e l y  s e n d  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
and  " b r e a k  us  up i f  we d o n ’ t  do b e t t e r . "  A g a i n ,  on O c to ­
b e r  22 ,  1878,  Dav id  r e m i n d e d  M cC ul loch  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  "do 
s o m e t h i n g "  i n  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e p a r t m e n t .  I f  t h e y  d i d  
n o t ,  t h e y  c o u l d  e x p e c t  " t r o u b l e "  a n d  t h e y  w o u ld  d e s e r v e  i t .  
" I f  i n  two y e a r s ,  w h e t h e r  i t  be o u r  f a u l t  o r  n o t - - w e  h a v e  
n o t  ev en  b eg u n  1d do an y  e s s e n t i a l  work  ( i n  b r a n c h e s  . . . 
r e l a t i n g  t o  A g ^ / r i c u l t u r e /  a n d  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  a r t s  a s  p r o ­
v i d e d  i n  t h e  law )  t h e n  a r e  we a  f a i l u r e , and  o f f i c i a l
14s e n t e n c e  o u g h t  t o  be p a s s e d  on u s . ”
A p p a i -e n t ly  P r o f e s s o r  M cC ul loch  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  s h o u l d  a c t  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  Board 
o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  and a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e .  D a v id  s c o f f e d  a t  s u c h  p a s s i v i t y .  I t  was u s e l e s s  
t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  v o t e d  fu n d s  f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
e q u ip m e n t ;  i t  w ou ld  n o t  a c t  " f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e . "  Even t h e  
B o a rd  c o u l d  n o t  be e x p e c t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  much a s s i s t a n c e .  But
l^ D a v id  Boyd t o  R. S .  M cC u llo ch , O c to b e r  2 2 ,  1 8 7 8 ,
i n  F le m in g  (W a lter  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  D av id  F . Boyd L e t t e r s  and
R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 3 8 ,  Box 4 .
i f  McCulloch  a g r e e d ,  D av id  w o u ld  a s k  them  f o r  $500 t o  
a c t i v a t e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  " A g r i c .  C h e m i s t r y . "  He u r g e d  
t h e  o l d e r  man t o  r e p l y  a t  o n c e .  " A n y th in g  I  can  p o s s i b l y
do I  w i l l  d o ,  t o  p u t  y o u r  D e p t ,  on i t s  f e e t .  Only t e l l  me
what  . . . L e t  us  s t o p  t h i s  s t a g n a t i o n - - t h i s  d o - n o t h i n g  i f  
p o s s i b l e . "  S t i l l  McCulloch  h e s i t a t e d .  He r e p l i e d  t o  
Dav id  on O c t o b e r  27 ,  1378 ,  w i t h  a  q u e s t i o n .  **What c a n  we 
do i f  t h o s e  v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  n e i t h e i *  empower n o r  
p e r m i t ? "  As f o r  t h e  $ 50 0  D av id  o f f e r e d  t o  r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e
B o a r d ,  M cCulloch  a d v i s e d  him t o  " l e t  i t  a l o n e "  u n t i l  h e  r e ­
t u r n e d  t o  B a to n  R ouge .  Months l a t e r  D av id  s c r a w l e d  a  com­
ment on M cCul loch*s  l e t t e r  o f  O c t o b e r  27 :  **We d i d  t a l k
f u l l y  o v e r  t h e  above m a t t e r ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  came o f  i t ,  n o t ­
w i t h s t a n d i n g  my p e r s i s t e n t  w ish  a n d  o f f e r  t o  do wha t  I  c l d  
t o  s e t  up  h i s  D e p t . " 1®
M c C u l lo c h ' s  d e p a r t m e n t  was s t i l l  n o t  " s e t  u p "  i n  
18S0.  He h a d  t h e  s p a c e ,  " f i v e  ro o m s ,  c l e a n ,  n e a t  and  f i t , "  
by t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  he  s t i l l  l a c k e d  t h e  " n e c e s s a r y  a p p l i a n c e "  
D av id  d i d  n o t  know when,  i f  e v e r ,  he  w ou ld  g e t  them. B u t
15I b i d .
i e R. S .  M cCul loch  t o  D a v id  Boyd, O c t o b e r  27 ,  1878 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .  The s c r a w l e d  n o t e  was n o t  
d a t e d .
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o f  one t h i n g  h e  was c e r t a i n :  t h e y  w e re  n o t  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h
s t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  law  a n d  t h e  s o o n e r  t h e y  a d m i t t e d  i t  t h e
b e t t e r .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  p r o f e s s o r  M cC ul loch  d a t e d  J a n u a r y
5 ,  1S80,  D a v id  d e c l a r e d :
F or  any  a n d  e v e r y  o m i s s i o n  h e r e ,  . . .  I  h o l d  m y s e l f  
r e s p o n s i b l e .  T h a t  we a r e  no  s c h o o l  o f  a p p l i e d  s c i ­
e n c e s ,  t h o 1 p r o f e s s i n g  t o  b e , l e t  t h e  f a u l t  b e  m i n e .
I am t i r e d  m ak in g  e x c u s e s .  I  s h a l l  a d m i t  t h a t  a s  
an A g r i c l  a n d  Mechl  C o l l e g e ,  we a r e  d o i n g  n o t h i n g - - t h a t  
i n  t h a t  r e g a r d  we a r e  a  f a i l u r e .
T h e n ,  i n  t h e  b l u n t e s t  t e r m s ,  D a v id  t o l d  P r o f e s s o r  McCulloch
t h a t  i f  " t h e y "  d i d  n o t  " t u r n  o v e r  a  new l e a f , "  he  w o u ld  a s k
t h e  B o a rd  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  " s c i e n t i f i c  c h a i r s "  a l t o g e t h e r .
I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  D a v id  e v e r  c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  
t h r e a t .  I n  M arch ,  1SS0, h e  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  5 
l e t t e r ,  l i k e  o t h e r s  w r i t t e n  t o  M c C u l lo ch  e a r l i e r ,  was m eant  
a s  "a  s p u r - - t o  t r y  a n d  g e t  h im t o  do s o m e t h i n g "  a b o u t  t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e p a r t m e n t .  "But  t h e  t r u t h  i s , "  D a v id  c o n ­
c l u d e d ,  "Mr. McC. n e v e r  w i s h e d  o r  i n t e n d e d ,  i f  h e  c o u l d  h e lp  
i t ,  t o  h a v e  t o  do w i t h  t h e  f a rm ;  . . .  I  h o l d  t h a t  a l l  he  
w a n t e d  was h i s  s a l a r y  a s  b i g  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  h i s  work as  
l i t t l e  a s  p o s s i b l e !  And e v e r y b o d y  knows t h a t : t h a t  i s
17D a v id  Boyd t o  R. S .  M c C u l lo c h ,  J a n u a r y  5 ,  1880, 
e x c e r p t  o f  o r i g i n a l ,  i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L. ) C o l l e c t i o n ,
D a v id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  and  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
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1 sn o t o r i o u s  I "
D a v i d ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  McCulloch  i n  
1878 a n d  1879 w e re  s e r i o u s  e n o u g h .  B u t  t h e y  seem a l m o s t  
t r i v i a l  com pared  t o  t h e  p r o b le m s  c a u s e d  by t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  
o f  L i e u t e n a n t  M. F .  Jam ar  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y .  The t r o u b l e  b e ­
gan l o n g  b e f o r e  J a m a r  a r r i v e d .  In  November, 1877, D a v id  
a s k e d  G e n e r a l  Sherman t o  h a v e  a L i e u t e n a n t  Mumford o f  t h e  
T h i r t e e n t h  I n f a n t r y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  p r o f e s s o r  
o f  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e .  Sherman a n s w e re d  t h a t  i f  D av id  w a n t e d  
a  p a r t i c u l a r  man, h e  s h o u l d  a p p l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War. He a l s o  i n f o r m e d  D a v id  t h a t  t h e  e x ­
i s t i n g  law  l i m i t e d  t o  t h i r t y  t h e  number o f  o f f i c e r s  a v a i l ­
a b l e  f o r  s u c h  a s s i g n m e n t s .  D a v id  a p p l i e d  f o r m a l l y  f o r  L ie u ­
t e n a n t  Mumford i n  J a n u a r y ,  1S78,  o n l y  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  a l l  
t h i r t y  a p p o i n t m e n t s  h a d  a l r e a d y  been  made .  By J u l y  o r  
A u g u s t ,  h o w ev er ,  Sherman t h o u g h t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  e x p e c t  
t h e  d e t a i l  o f  an  o f f i c e r .
I n  t h e  s p r i n g  and  e a r l y  summer o f  1S7S, D a v id  c o n ­
t i n u e d  t o  p r e s s  f o r  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  Mumford.
He a s k e d  L o u i s i a n a  S e n a t o r  Y / i l l i a m  P . K e l l o g g  t o  u s e  h i s  i n ­
f l u e n c e  i n  C o n g re s s  and  he  r e q u e s t e d  Sherman t o  a p p e a l
l s D avid  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , March 1 4 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1 .
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p e r s o n a l l y  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  YJar. M e an w h i le ,  t h e  B o a r d  
o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a p p l i e d  f o r m a l l y  f o r  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  L i e u ­
t e n a n t  M. F .  J a m a r ,  a l s o  o f  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  I n f a n t r y .  Jamar,  
who h a d  b e e n  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  B a to n  Rouge g a r r i s o n ,  c o u n t e d  
s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  among t h e  l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s .  D a v id  r e g i s ­
t e r e d  h i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  by r e f u s i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  B o a r d ' s  
r e q u e s t .  He a l s o  w r o t e  t o  G e n e r a l  She rm an  t o  i n t e r c e d e .
But  Sherm an  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  " p r o p e r  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n "  
h e  c o u l d  t a k e  was t o  e n d o r s e  t h e  " g e n e r a l  f i t n e s s "  o f  any  
o f f i c e r  a s k e d  f o r  a n d  t o  s t a t e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h e  c o u l d  be  
s p a r e d  f ro m  a c t i v e  d u t y .  She rm an  e x p l a i n e d  t o  D a v i d  t h a t  
" t h e s e  C o l l e g e  d e t a i l s "  w e r e  p u r e l y  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  a r r a n g e d  
by a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  "War O f f i c e "  l o c a t e d  i n  h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  
b u t  " a s  a b s o l u t e l y  d i s t i n c t  a s  t h o u g h  a h u n d r e d  m i l e s  
a w a y . "  I n  g e n e r a l ,  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  r e c e i v e d  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r ­
a t i o n  f o r  c o l l e g e  d u t y .  H ow ever ,  t h e  s t a t e d  p r e f e r e n c e  o f
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a r d  f o r  J a m a r  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  " t u r n  t h e
19s c a l e s ” m  h i s  f a v o r .
G e n e r a l  S h e r m a n ' s  p r e d i c t i o n  p r o v e d  a c c u r a t e .  I n
• ^ W i l l i a m  Sherm an  t o  D a v id  Boyd, November 2 3 ,  1877 ,  
J a n u a r y  15 ,  A p r i l  2 9 ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1878 ,  i n  B o y d -S h e rm an  L e t ­
t e r s ;  D a v i d  Boyd t o  W. T. S h e rm an ,  A p r i l  2 5 ,  1878 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 7 7 -7 8 ;  W. T. She rm an  t o  D a v id  F. 
Boyd, J u n e  2 5 ,  1 8 7 8 ,  i n  Sherm an  ( W i l l i a m  T . )  L e t t e r s ,  D a v id
F .  Boyd F a m i ly  P a p e r s ;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,
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A p r i l ,  1379,  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  a n n o u n ce d  t o  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t
M. F.  J a m a r ,  r e c e n t l y  p r o m o te d  t o  f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  w ou ld
s o o n  he  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  " T a c t i c s  and
M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e . "  J a s t r e m s k i  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  a  b e t t e r
c h o i c e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e en  made. 'T/e t a k e  t h e  g r e a t e s t
p l e a s u r e , "  he  r e m a r k e d ,  " i n  w e lcom in g  b a c k  i n  o u r  m i d s t  t h i s
20r e a l l y  c l e v e r  g e n t l e m a n . "  Tom B o y d ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  was a 
l i t t l e  l e s s  f l a t t e r i n g .  Commenting on J a m a r ,  whose a p p o i n t ­
ment r e l i e v e d  h im  o f  a d i s t a s t e f u l  d u t y ,  Tom r e m a r k e d ,  "He
i s  a r o l l i c k i n g ,  d r i n k i n g ,  s m a r t ,  s m u t t y  a n e c d o t e  t e l l i n g
21f e l l o w  o f  a b o u t  27 a n d  a n  a d m i r a b l e  d r i l l  m a s t e r . "  D av id
was more c r i t i c a l .  He c o n s i d e r e d  Jam ar  "no g e n t l e m a n ,  and
an  u n f i t  a s s o c i a t e  f o r  t h e  c a d e t s . "  Worse s t i l l ,  he  was
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  Jam ar  s e c u r e d  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  by c i r c u l a t i n g
f a l s e  ru m ors  a b o u t  L i e u t e n a n t  Mumford, t h e  b r o t h e r  o f f i c e r
22whose a p p o i n t m e n t  D av id  o r i g i n a l l y  recommended.
333;  M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  5 , 15,  1878.
20L o u i s i a n a  C a p i t o l i a n , A p r i l  12, 1 879 .
2 l Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p te m b e r  14, 1879 .
2 2 I b i d . , S e p tem b er  12 ,  1880; G. Mason Graham t o  
D av id  Boyd, November 19, 1879 ,  i n  F le m in g  (Y /a l te r  L . ) C o l ­
l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s - ,  1 8 5 4 -8 5 ,  Box 5
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The c o n f l i c t  b e tw e e n  D a v id  a n d  Jam ar  becam e more 
s e r i o u s  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1S79,  when Tom Boyd r e s i g n e d  h i s  p o s t  
a s  commandant  a n d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  d r a w i n g .  Tom n e v e r  e n j o y e d  
t h e  d u t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  comm andant ,  e s ­
p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  a  d i s c i p l i n a r y  c r i s i s  a r o s e  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f
1 8 7 9 .  S e v e r a l  c a d e t s  w e r e  d i s m i s s e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m s  t r i e d  t o  h a v e  Tom re m o v e d ,  c l a i m i n g  
t h a t  h i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  " h a r s h n e s s "  was w r e c k i n g  t h e  s c h o o l .
B u t  D a v id  a n d  two a lu m n i  on t h e  B o a r d  b l o c k e d  W i l l i a m s ' s  e f ­
f o r t s .  By O c t o b e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  Tom f o u n d  h i s  d u t i e s  s o  " d i s ­
a g r e e a b l e "  a n d  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ' s  " c o n t i n u o u s  s t r i c t u r e s "  
s o  u n p l e a s a n t  t h a t  he  s u b m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .
D a v i d ' s  a n t a g o n i s m  f o r  L i e u t e n a n t  Ja m ar  a l s o  c o n ­
t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n .  As com m andan t ,  T o m 's  d u t i e s  
r e q u i r e d  h im  t o  w o rk  c l o s e l y  w i t h  b o t h  D a v id  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  
J a m a r .  The a r r a n g e m e n t  was c l e a r l y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  D av id  
d i d  n o t  l i k e  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  h o l d  a  p o s t  s o  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  h i s  own, and  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r  u l t i m a t e l y  a s k e d  t h e  B o a r d  
t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  " l i n e  o f  d e m a r c a t i o n "  b e tw e e n  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  
a n d  T o m ' s .  B e c a u s e  he  d i d  n o t  w a n t  i t  s a i d  t h a t  h e  o p p o se d  
Ja m ar  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e t a i n  h i s  b r o t h e r  a s  comm andant ,  D av id  
e n c o u r a g e d  Tom t o  r e s i g n .  On O c t o b e r  17 ,  1879 ,  Tom a s k e d  t o  
be  r e l i e v e d  o f  a l l  d u t i e s ,  " t h u s  c l e a r / i n g /  t h e  d e c k s  f o r
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D a v i d ' s  f i g h t  w i t h  J a m a r , 1'23
Now D a v i d ' s  " f i g h t  w i t h  J a m a r "  commenced i n  e a r n e s t .  
The same s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  w h ic h  a c c e p t e d  Tom B o y d ' s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  " w i t h  r e g r e t "  o f f e r e d  t h e  v a c a n t  p o s t  o f  com­
m an d a n t  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r .  When i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  Jam ar  
m i g h t  a c c e p t ,  D a v id  d e c i d e d  t o  p r o t e s t  t o  G o v e r n o r  N i c h o l l s .  
J a m a r ,  he  w r o t e  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  was n o t  a  " p r o p e r  p e r s o n ” t o  
p l a c e  i n  i m m e d ia t e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c a d e t s .  He l a c k e d  a  " r e ­
f i n e d  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r "  and  " d e l i c a c y  o f  f e e l i n g . "  D a v id  
w o u ld  n o t  t r u s t  h i s  own s o n  t o  J a m a r ' s  c a r e ;  h e  h a d  t o l d
O At h a t  t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and  " g i v e n  h im my r e a s o n s , " ' 11 Gov­
e r n o r  N i c h o l l s  was n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  D a v id  m ea n t  h i s  l e t t e r  
t o  be  " o f f i c i a l "  o r  n o t .  An " o f f i c i a l "  c o m p l a i n t ,  h e  
p o i n t e d  o u t ,  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  c o n t a i n  s p e c i f i c  c h a r g e s ,  " s u s ­
t a i n e d  by e v i d e n c e . "  Jam ar  w o u l d  a l s o  have  t o  b e  g i v e n  an  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e p l y .  The governor* r e m i n d e d  D a v id  t h a t  t h e  
B o a r d  w o u ld  n o t  c o n v e n e  u n t i l  December  and  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  be  
done  u n t i l  t h e n .  However,  i f  D a v id  f i l e d  a n  o f f i c i a l
2°Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  14 ,  1879 ,  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  
S e p t e m b e r  12 ,  1 8 80 .
24 D a v id  Boyd t o  G o v e r n o r  F r a n c i s  T.  N i c h o l l s ,  O c t o ­
b e r  2 7 ,  1 879 ,  c o p y ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,
D a v i d  Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 3 -S 8 ,  Box 4 .
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c o m p l a i n t  a t  o n ce ,  a  c o p y  c o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  Jamar.  
T h a t  way t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  w ou ld  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  an  " e x a m i n a ­
t i o n "  a n d  t h e r e  w o u ld  be  no d e l a y  a t  t h e  Decem ber  m e e t -  
x n g . 2 5
When t h e  B o a r d  o f f e r e d  t h e  p o s t  o f  commandant  t o  
L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r ,  i t  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  he " r e s i d e  i n  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  a n d  co n fo rm  t o  a l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n ,  " He a c c e p t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  on O c t o b e r  
3 0 ,  1379 .  B u t  i f  r e q u i r e d  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  h e  
w a n t e d  q u a r t e r s  t h a t  w o u l d  be  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  w i f e  i f  h e  
m a r r i e d .  The  r e q u e s t ,  Jam ar  t o l d  t h e  B o a r d ,  was "no more 
t h a n  f a i r . "  Many l a d i e s  h ad  l i v e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e
p a s t .  B e s i d e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  d e a f ,  t h e  b u l l d ­
og
i n g  h a d  p l e n t y  o f  room .
M e an w hi le ,  D a v i d  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  c a m p a ig n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t .  G. Mason Graham t h o u g h t  he was w a s t i n g  h i s  
t i m e ,  " I f  a  p e r s o n  who i s  ' n o  g e n t l e m a n ,  a n d  an u n f i t  a s s o ­
c i a t e  f o r  t h e  c a d e t s '  i s  c o n g e n i a l  t o  t h e  t a s t e s  a n d  s e n t i ­
m en ts  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  . , . , Why! l e t  th em
25 G o v e r n o r  F r a n c i s  T.  N i c h o l l s  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, Novem­
b e r  6 , 1 S79 ,  i b i d . , A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 10.
2 ®W. H. G o o d a l e ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, November 1 ,  1879,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) 
P a p e r s ,  Box 5; M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  F e b r u ­
a r y ,  1 1 , 1 2 , 1880.
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h a v e  h im  . . . you  h a v e  s a c r i f i c e d  y o u r s e l f  t o o  l o n g  f o r  an
27u n a p p r e c i a t i v e  a n d  t h a n k l e s s  p e o p l e  . . . "  Then  Graham 
a d v i s e d  D av id  n o t  t o  c o n s u l t  G e n e r a l  Sherm an a b o u t  Ja m ar  
u n l e s s  Sherman a s k e d  a b o u t  h im  f i r s t .  B u t  Graham h i m s e l f  
a s k e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  J a m a r .  S h e rm an  a n ­
s w e r e d  t h a t  Ja m ar  was  a  n a t i v e  o f  M a r y la n d  and a gx-adua te  
o f  W es t  P o i n t .  He h a d  p r o b a b l y  met h im ,  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  
" r e c a l l  h im  t o  m i n d . "  Sherm an c o u l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  J a m a r  was 
w ha t  D a v i d  c a l l e d  h i m — " n o t  a  g e n t l e m a n , " b u t  i f  h e  p r o v e d  
"o f f e n s i v e , " Shei 'man t h o u g h t  he  c o u l d  h a v e  him r e m o v e d  b e ­
f o r e  h i s  two y e a r s ' a s s i g n m e n t  e l a p s e d .  The g e n e r a l  was 
s u r e  t h e  B oa rd  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  D a v i d ' s  w i s h e s  u l t i m a t e l y .
B u t  m e a n w h i l e ,  "He / p & v i d /  s h o u l d  k e e p  t h e  m a t t e r  i n s i d e  
t h e  f a m i l y - - a n d  s h o u l d  s i m p l y  q u e s t i o n  t h e  a d a p t a b i l i t y  o f  
Ja m ar  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  he  h o l d s  a n d  n o t  a t t a c k  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
c h a r a c t e r . E v e r y  arm y o f f i c e r  m u s t  r e s e n t  t h a t . "  Sherm an 
t h o u g h t  D a v id  s h o u l d  s u b m i t  h i s  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  Ja m a r  t o  t h e  
B o a rd  a n d  a b i d e  " c h e e r f u l l y "  by  i t s  d e c i s i o n .  "He s h d  n o t  
r e s i g n  o r  make c a p t i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  c r a v e  t im e  t o  v i n d i ­
c a t e  h i s  o p in io n - -o x *  s a t i s f y  h im  o f  h o n e s t  e r r o r .
27G. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  Boyd,  November 1 9 ,  1879, 
i n  F l e m i n g  (Waltex* L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6 .
T. Sherm an t o  G. Mason Graham, November 2 4 ,
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When t h e  B o a rd  m e t  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1880 ,  Jamax- a s k e d  
t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  i t  t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  a r g u m e n t s  a g a i n s t  a c ­
c e p t i n g  t h e  q u a r t e r ’s  he  h a d  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  by D a v i d .  They 
w e r e  t h e  same Tom Boyd h a d  o c c u p i e d  a s  commandant ,  b u t  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t  d i d  n o t  c o n s id e r "  them s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  h i s  p r o s ­
p e c t i v e  b r i d e .  A f t e r  some d i s c u s s i o n ,  D a v i d ' s  o l d  enemy,
E .  H. F a r r a r ,  moved t h e  p e r m a n e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  J a m a r  as  
commandant  p r o v i d e d  he  o b s e r v e  a l l  t h e  law s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e d  h e  l i v e  w i t h i n  a  " r a d i u s  o f  100 y d s . "  o f  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g .  B u t  G e n e r a l  B r e n t ,  D a v i d ' s  f o r m e r  
c a v a l r y  commander ,  moved t o  t a b l e  F a r r a r ' s  r e s o l u t i o n  a nd  
t h e  e n t i r e  s u b j e c t .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r  w i t h -  
di-ew h i s  c o n d i t i o n a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  p o s t  o f  commandant  
a n d  a s k e d  f o r  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e .  I f  h e  h a d  t o  c h o o s e  b e tw e e n  m a r r i a g e  and  
t h e  c o m m a n d a n t r y , h e  t o l d  t h e  B o a r d ,  h e  much p r e f e r r e d  t h e
1879 ,  i n  Sherm an  ( W i l l i a m  T . ) L e t t e r s ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd F a m i l y  
Pap e r ’s ,  1 8 6 4 - 9 1 .  B u t  D a v i d  d i d  n o t  c o n f i n e  h i s  c o m p l a i n t s  
a b o u t  Jam ar  t o  " t h e  f a m i l y . "  He wx-ote t o  W i l l i a m  S a n f o r d ,  
t h e n  l i v i n g  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  a b o u t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  c h a r a c t e r  
a n d  he  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  J a m a r  i n  l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  
S a m u e l  L o c k e t t  a n d  Jo h n  McAuley. D a v id  Boyd t o  W. L. S a n -  
f o i ’d ,  November 2 2 ,  1S79,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F .  ) P a p e r s ,  Box 7; 
J o h n  McAuley t o  D a v id  B oyd,  November 2 5 ,  1879; Sam ue l  
L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J a n u a r y  3 ,  1 880 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l te r  
L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 .
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f o r m e r .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Board  a u t h o r i z e d  D av id  t o  a s k  f o r
L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r ' s  r e c a l l  by t h e  War D e p a r tm e n t  i f  a t  any
t im e  t h e r e  was a "want  o f  h a rm o n y " b e tw ee n  h i m s e l f  and  t h e  
29l i e u t e n a n t .
O s t e n s i b l y ,  D av id  h ad  won t h e  b a t t l e  t o  k e e p  Jam ar  
f ro m  becom ing  commandant .  I t  p r o b a b l y  p l e a s e d  him a g r e a t  
d e a l .  Among h i s  f r i e n d s  D av id  h a d  a w e l l - d e s e r v e d  r e p u t a ­
t i o n  f o r  e n j o y i n g  h a r d - f o u g h t  c o n f l i c t s .  Fo rm er  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  S a n f o r d ' s  r e m a r k  t h a t  D av id  w o u ld  be unhappy  
w i t h o u t  " t r o u b l e s , "  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d .  G. Mason Graham 
a l s o  commented on D a v i d ' s  " d e l i g h t  i n  t r o u b l e s "  and h i s  
f o n d n e s s  f o r  o v e rc o m in g  them .  B u t  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  s a i d  i t  
b e s t .  L o c k e t t  h a d  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  
o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alabama a n d  s o u g h t  D a v i d ’s  a d v i c e .
D av id  w a rn e d  him o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  he  c o u l d  e x p e c t  i f  h e  a c ­
c e p t e d  s u c h  a  j o b .  B u t  L o c k e t t  r e p l i e d :  " I f  I go t h e r e ,  I
am n o t  g o i n g  t o  u p t u r n  t h i n g s .  I  s h a l l  n o t  s t i r  up t r o u b l e  
i f  I  c a n  a v o i d  i t ,  j u s t  t o  s e e  i f  I am n o t  s t r o n g  enough  t o  
come o u t  f i r s t - - b e s t - - i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  w h ic h  you know I 
h a v e  o f t e n  t o l d  you ,  was a  f a i l i n g  o f  y o u r s .  I  s h a l l  c o n ­
s i d e r  my d u t y  done i f  I  . . . c a r r y  o u t  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  . . .
29 M in u tes  o f  t h e  Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,
1 2 ,  1 4 ,  1880; Tom Boyd D ia r y ,  A u g u st  2 7 ,  1 8 8 0 .
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t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s .  I  am g o i n g  t o  l e t  them  do a l l  t h e
„ .  . . .  , . 3 0f i g h t i n g . "
F a r  f rom  l e t t i n g  o t h e r s  "do a l l  t h e  f i g h t i n g , "
D av id  was making new e n e m ie s  i n s i d e  and  o u t s i d e  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  f a m i l y .  One o f  them was a p r o m i n e n t  B a to n  Rouge 
g r o c e r  a n d  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  V f i l l i a m  G a r i g .  The U n i v e r s i t y  p u r ­
c h a s e d  m ost  o f  i t s  p r o v i s i o n s  f rom  G a r i g ' s  f i r m  u n t i l  O c t o ­
b e r ,  1379 ,  when D av id  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  h i s  b u s i n e s s  e l s e ­
w h e r e .  The r e a s o n  f o r  D a v i d ' s  d e c i s i o n  i s  n o t  c l e a r ,  b u t  
t h e  e f f e c t  on h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  G a r i g  w a s .  V/hen G a r i g ' s  
f i r m ,  D a v id  a n d  G a r i g ,  s o u g h t  some e x p l a n a t i o n ,  D a v id  r e ­
p l i e d  t h r o u g h  a  t h i r d  p a r t y :  " I n  my p r e s e n t  way o f  c o n s i d ­
e r i n g  Mr. G a r i g ,  I  do n o t  w i s h  t o  h a v e  any  f u r t h e r  communi­
c a t i o n  w i t h  h i m . " A few m on ths  l a t e r  G a r i g  r e t u r n e d  t h e  
c o m p l im e n t .  He and  h i s  p a r t n e r  "m u t u a l l y  a g r e e d " t h a t  t h e y
Q lw a n te d  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  D a v id .
I n d i r e c t l y ,  D a v i d ' s  f i g h t  w i t h  G a r i g  was bo un d  t o
°®G. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  1 ,  1879,  
i n  F l e m in g  (Y /a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 -8 5 ,  Box 6 ; C o l .  S ,  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A u g u s t
26 ,  1S79, i b i d . , A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 .
O  *1 J
°  D av id  Boyd t o  / ? / ,  December 11,  1879 ,  i n  Boyd 
(David  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 10; D a v id  and  G a r i g  t o  D av id  Boyd, 
A p r i l  3 0 ,  / T 8 8 0 / ,  i b i d .
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h a v e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s .  L ik e  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r ,  G a r i g  was a 
p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  o f  D r .  W i l l i a m s ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  B o a r d .  He was a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  K l e i n p e t e r s ,  a  
p r o m i n e n t  f a m i l y  i n  E a s t  B a to n  R ou g e .  I n  1SS0,  one  o f  t h e  
men B a t o n  Rouge s e n t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
K l e i n p e t e r .  When s e v e r a l  o f  D a v i d ' s  e n e m ie s  t r i e d  t o  e n a c t  
a  b i l l  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  K l e i n p e t e r
D O
h e l p e d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  H o u s e . 0
On J a n u a r y  10 ,  1S80, Leon J a s t r e m s k i ' s  n e w s p a p e r ,  
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  C a p i t o l i a n , d r o p p e d  w h a t  Tom Boyd d e s c r i b e d  
a s  "a  b o m b s h e l l  i n  o u r  m i d s t . "  J a s t r e m s k i  p r i n t e d  a b l i s ­
t e r i n g  a r t i c l e  w h i c h  a t t a c k e d  D a v i d ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  a s  " t h e  m o s t  a b s o l u t e  a u t o c r a c y  now i n  e x i s ­
t e n c e . "  A l l  a u t h o r i t y  was v e s t e d  i n  a  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l .  
" P r o f e s s o r s  , . . h a v e  no more  a u t h o r i t y  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  e d u ­
c a t i o n a l  t o n e  a n d  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a n  Gov.
N i c h o l l s  h a s  i n  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  F r a n c e . "  The 
a u t h o r  t h o u g h t  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  w e r e  u n h a p p y .  B u t  t h e
o 2 D av id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1 8 80 ,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 S 8 0 -S 1 ,  Box 1; L o u i s i a n a  House  J o u r n a l ,  
March 2 ,  1880,  p .  2 2 7 .  D a v i d ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
W i l l i a m s  w e re  a l r e a d y  s t r a i n e d  i n  1 879 .  As n o t e d  a b o v e ,  Dr. 
W i l l i a m s  t r i e d  t o  h a v e  Tom Boyd rem o v e d  a s  commandant  f o r  
u n n e c e s s a r y  h a r s h n e s s  b u t  D a v id  b l o c k e d  h im  i n  t h e  B o a rd  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s .
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p r e s i d e n t  i g n o r e d  t h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  No m a t t e r  how 
" a b l e  a n d  w e l l - m e a n i n g "  P r e s i d e n t  Boyd m ig h t  b e ,  h e  s h o u l d  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  " t w e l v e  h e a d s  a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  o n e . "  I n  any  
c a s e ,  when t h e  com m uni ty  i n  w h ic h  a s c h o o l  was l o c a t e d  
c o u l d  n o t  " p o i n t  t o  i t  w i t h  p r i d e , "  t h e r e  must  be  some s e r i ­
ous f a u l t  i n  i t s  m an a g em en t .  M ism anagem ent ,  t h e  a u t h o r  
d e c l a r e d ,  "may n o t  a r i s e  f ro m  a ny  c r i m i n a l  p u r p o s e . "  I t  
c o u l d  r e s u l t  f ro m  b a d  j u d g e m e n t .  T hen  t h e  w r i t e r  p r o p o s e d  
a s e r i e s  o f  c h a n g e s  w h ic h  " t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  B a to n  Rouge"  
o u g h t  t o  i n s i s t  u p o n  b e f o r e  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  " i s  d i s a f ­
f e c t e d :  "
( 1 )  The m i l i t a r y  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  s h o u l d  be  
l i m i t e d  t o  a  s t u d y  o f  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  and  e n o u g h  d r i l l  
t o  p r o v i d e  p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g  fox* t h e  c a d e t s .  " I t  i s  
s u r e l y  a  m i s t a k e  t o  t r y  t o  s e t  up  a  W est  P o i n t  i n  
L o u i s i a n a . "
(2 )  Some means s h o u l d  b e  f o u n d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
i n t o  c l o s e r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  " b e t t e r  c l a s s "  o f  B a to n  
Rouge s o c i e t y .
(3 )  The p r e s i d e n t  m ust  s h a r e  p o l i c y  m ak ing  w i t h  t h e  
w h o le  f a c u l t y .
(4 )  R e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e d u r e  s h o u l d  be 
s p e l l e d  o u t  a n d  a l l  " d i s c x ' e t i o n a r y  p o w e r s "  w h a t e v e r  
s h o u l d  be w i t h d r a w n .
(5 )  The B o a r d i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  r u n  by a  h o t e l  
k e e p e r ,  n o t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a u t h o r i t i e s .
(6 )  A p r e p a r a t o r y  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  s p e c i f i c  e n t r a n c e  r e ­
q u i r e m e n t s  o u g h t  t o  be  e s t a b l i s h e d .  O t h e r w i s e  t h e  
s c h o o l  w ou ld  n e v e r  " a d v a n c e . "
I f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  B a to n  Rouge c o u l d  n o t  c o n v i n c e  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  make t h e  s u g g e s t e d  c h a n g e s ,  t h e y
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s h o u l d  a t  l e a s t  " s p e a k  o u t . "  I t  was t h e i r  d u t y  t o  " c o m p e l ,
fay t h o r o u g h  p u b l i c  v e n t i l a t i o n  a  c h a n g e  n o t  o n l y  o f  p o l i c y
b u t  a l s o  o f  / t h e  s c h o o l ' s /  o r g a n i c  s t r u c t u r e . " 30
The a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  C a p i t o l i a n  was s i g n e d  s im p ly
" L o u i s i a n a ," b u t D avid  c o u ld  t h i n k  o f  s e v e r a l  p e r so n s  who
m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  i t s  a u t h o r .  I n  l a t e  J a n u a r y  he  w r o t e  h i s
b r o t h e r ,  t h e n  i n  New O r l e a n s :  " J a m a r  i s  a  mean c h a r a c t e r ,
G a r i g  a  d o g ,  W i l l i a m s  f r i e n d  t o  b o t h ,  & M cC u l lo ch  a f r a i d  o f
l o s i n g  h i s  p l a c e .  . . . P l e a s e  s a y  t o  C a p t .  J a s t r e m s k i  t h a t
I  do c o n s id e r  th e  a r t i c l e  i n  th e  C a p it o l ia n  a s p e r s o n a l/1 ^ 7 ,
a s  w e l l  a s  o f f i c i a l l y ,  r e f l e c t i n g  on me. H ence  I w i s h  t h e
* ■ ' 4names o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t h e r e f o r e . " R. D. 
H a i s l i p ,  a  y o u n g  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
p r o v e d  t o  b e  t h e  a u t h o r .  A L o u i s i a n a  n a t i v e ,  H a i s l i p  h e l d  
a  M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  f r o m  P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l l o c h ' s  o l d  s c h o o l ,  
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L ee .  I n  1S79 h e  a p p l i e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
f o r  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s ,  b u t  som eone  e l s e  g o t  
t h e  j o b .  How ever ,  D a v i d  was s o  a n x i o u s  t o  h i r e  him t h a t  he  
p e r s u a d e d  t h e  B oard  t o  pay  him $ 6 0 0  a s  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r
L o u i s i a n a  C a p i t o l i a n . J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  1380; Tom Boyd 
D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1330 .
o 4 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B o y d , J a n u a ry  2 5 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 3 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1 .
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o f  m od ern  l a n g u a g e s  and  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  E n g l i s h .  He 
s u p p l e m e n t e d  t h a t  amount w i t h  $400 f ro m  h i s  own p o c k e t .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Tom B oyd,  t h e r e  was "much s u r p r i s e "  
among t h e  f a c u l t y  when H a i s l i p ' s  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  t h e  " L o u i ­
s i a n a "  a r t i c l e  becam e known. P r o f e s s o r  M cC u l loch  saw  i t  i n  
m a n u s c r i p t  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m ar  t o o k  i t  t o  Leon J a s t r e m s k i .  
But  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  c l a i m e d  no  know ledge  o f  i t  p r i o r  t o  p u b ­
l i c a t i o n .  Tom Boyd was n o t  s o  s u r e .  T he  m a t h e m a t i c s  p r o ­
f e s s o r ,  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n ,  h a d  been  " s l e e p i n g  w i t h "  H a i s l i p .  
Y e t  h e  p r o f e s s e d  t o  be  " h o r r i f i e d "  when t h e  a r t i c l e  a p ­
p e a r e d .  He a l s o  d e c l a r e d  h e  would  " s e p a r a t e "  f ro m  h im ,
" b u t  d i d n ' t , "  Tom n o t e d  i n  h i s  diary .
The H a i s l i p  " b o m b s h e l l "  was c a r e f u l l y  t i m e d  t o  
b u r s t  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n v e n e d  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  
D a v id ,  who n o r m a l l y  w e n t  t o  t h e  c i t y  t o  l o b b y  f o r  t h e  
s c h o o l ,  d i d  n o t  d a r e  l e a v e  B a t o n  Rouge a n d  h i s  s e v e r a l  e n e ­
m ies  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 8 0 .  I n s t e a d ,  he s e n t  h i s  b r o t h e r  Tom 
whose r e s i g n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  f a c u l t y  h a d  l e f t  him u n e m p lo y e d  
s i n c e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  November .  B e s i d e s  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  D a v i d  h o p e d
35 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  18,  
1379; Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  29 ,  1SS0.
h i s  b r o t h e r  c o u l d  i n f l u e n c e  G o v e rn o r  W i l t z  t o  make 
f a v o r a b l e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  t h e  v a c a n c i e s  on t h e  B o a r d .  He 
a l s o  w a n t e d  Tom t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  
I n f a n t r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  L i e u t e n a n t  Mumford. The T h i r t e e n t h  
was J a m a r Ts  o l d  o u t f i t ,  a n d  D av id  n e e d e d  a m m u n i t i o n  t o  be  
u s e d  a g a i n s t  J a m a r  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1880 ,  when t h e  B o a r d  w o u ld  
m ee t  t o  c o n s i d e r  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  com m andan t .  D a v id  
t h o u g h t  Tom s h o u l d  s e e  " J o h n s o n "  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C u s ­
toms House  t o o .  Mr. J o h n s o n  was i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  l e t  
G e n e r a l  Sh e rm an  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War know how D a v id  h a d  
j e o p a r d i z e d  h i m s e l f  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  he  h a d  t r i e d  t o  
p r e v e n t  "my own D e m o c r a t i c  p e o p l e "  / t h e  B o a r d /  f r o m  d o i n g  
an  i n j u s t i c e  t o  a  " R e p u b l i c a n  army o f f i c e r "  /^Mumford/.
J a m a r  h a d  t o  be  r e c a l l e d .  " T h e r e  w i l l  n e v e r  be  p e a c e  h e r e ,  
w i t h  J a m a r  h e r e !  He m u s t  g o . And l e t  o u r  f r i e n d s  a l l  
u n i t e  i n  t h a t  p u r p o s e .  Only how a n d  when t o  g e t  r i d  o f  hin^ 
m u s t  be  t h e  q u e s t i o n .
D e s p i t e  h i s  o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  J a m a r  s t r u g g l e ,
D a v id  s e n s e d  more t r o u b l e  b r e w i n g .  " I  c a n  f e e l  i t  i n  t h e  
a i r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  my b o n e s , "  he  w r o t e  Tom on J a n u a r y  2 7 ,
S 6Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1S80,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 7; D a v id  
Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  2 7 ,  2 8 ,  8 0 ,  18S0,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1.
1880 .  He t h o u g h t  t h e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n ,  E . H. F a y ,  h a d  become " p r e j u d i c e d  a g a i n s t  u s . "  
B e c a u se  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c h a r t e r  g av e  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
e x - o f f i c i o  m em b ersh ip  on t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  Fay*s  a t ­
t i t u d e  c o u l d  be i m p o r t a n t .  D av id  a l r e a d y  h a d  enough  enemies 
i n  t h a t  b o d y .  D r ,  W i l l i a m s ,  i t s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  was f r a n k ­
l y  h o s t i l e .  D av id  knew h e  c o n f e r r e d  r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  L i e u ­
t e n a n t  Jam ar  and  o t h e r  Boyd e n e m ie s .  A n o t h e r  a n t a g o n i s t ,
E .  H. F a r r a r ,  was a l s o  b u s i l y  a t t a c k i n g  D a v id  and  t h e  
s c h o o l .  D av id  a s k e d  Tom t o  v i s i t  F a r r a r .  " T a lk  c a l m l y  and  
k i n d l y  w i t h  . . . / h i m / ,  t e l l  h im p o l i t e l y  t h a t  i t  i s  im­
p o s s i b l e  fox’ him t o  know t h e  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n  e l s e  h i s  v iew s  
w o u ld  m a t e r i a l l y  c h a n g e . "  But  i f  F a r r a r  t a l k e d  " v i o l e n t l y  
and  r u d e l y "  o f  D a v id ,  h e  ho p e d  Tom w o u ld  " s h u t  h im  u p ,  i f  
you h a v e  t o  s l a p  h i s  f a c e ! "  I t  d i d  n o t  s u r p r i s e  D av id  t h a t  
p e o p l e  w ere  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l :
I f  I  w en t  o u t  on t h e  s t r e e t ,  & h o l l e r e d  f i r e ,  I wd 
e x p e c t  p e o p l e  t o  g a t h e r  a r o u n d  my h o u s e ,  and  h o l l e r  
f i r e  t o o .  And i f  Mr. F a r r a r  and  Mr. W i l l i a m s  e t c .  
o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  a n d  Mr. H a i s l i p ,  McCulloch  a nd  Ja m ar  o f  
t h e  F a c u l t y ,  w i l l  go o u t s i d e , and  h o l l e r  f i r e — c r y  
down t h e  U n i v e r s i t y , —why t h e  p e o p l e  must  ( o r  w i l l ,  a t  
any  r a t e )  t a k e  them  a t  t h e i r  w o r d , and  a b u s e  t h e  s c h o o l
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t o o l  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  p u b l i c  c l a m o r  a g a i n s t  o u r  s c h o o l  
comes f ro m  w i t h i n ! ^ ?
Vttiat D a v id  " f e l t  i n  h i s  b o n e s "  i n  l a t e  J a n u a r y  s u r ­
f a c e d  i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  s e n a t e  a  few d a y s  l a t e r .  On F e b r u ­
a r y  5 ,  1880 ,  a  b i l l  " t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  L. S t .  U n i v e r s i t y  &
A 8s M" a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  u p p e r  c h a m b e r .  I t s  s p o n s o r  was 
S e n a t o r  V/, W. L e a k e ,  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  C o m m it te e  on 
P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  same man w i t h  whom D a v id  h a d  
waged  a p u b l i c  b a t t l e  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  A f t e r  i t s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  Tom Boyd s p e n t  
a l l  h i s  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  b l o c k ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s t a l l ,  t h e  p a s s a g e  
o f  S e n a t o r  L e a k e ' s  m e a s u r e , He s e n t  D a v id  a  summary o f  i t  
a s  s o o n  a s  he  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  r e a d  i t .  The b i l l  w h ic h  
f i n a l l y  p a s s e d  t h e  s e n a t e  on March 11 ,  1S80,  was a  s u b s t i ­
t u t e ,  b u t  i t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  m ain  e l e m e n t s  o f  L e a k e ' s  o r i g i n a l  
m e a s u r e .  I t  a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  s u g g e s t e d  
by H a i s l i p  i n  h i s  " b o m b s h e l l "  a r t i c l e  o f  J a n u a r y  10 .  E s ­
s e n t i a l l y  t h e  Leake  b i l l  w o u ld  (1 )  c h a n g e  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  name,
(2)  c h a n g e  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  by r e q u i r i n g  t h r e e  
o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  members t o  be  r e s i d e n t s  o f  B a t o n  Houge,  b u t  
d r o p p i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  w h ic h  r e q u i r e d  t h r e e  a lu m n i  members;
o  «
°  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  2 7 ,  1S S 0 , F e b ­
r u a r y  1 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . )  P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1 .
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(3 )  r e p o s e  t h e  e n t i r e  m anagement  and  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  f a c u l t y ;  (4 )  g i v e  t h e  f a c u l t y  t h e  power  
t o  n o m i n a t e  a p r e s i d e n t  whom t h e  B o a r d  w ou ld  a p p o i n t ;  ( 5 )  
r e q u i r e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  be  one o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d s ;
(6 )  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  a  new p r e s i d e n t  b e  n o m i n a t e d  and  a p ­
p o i n t e d  e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s ;  (7 )  e s t a b l i s h  " m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p ­
l i n e "  b u t  r e q u i r e  i t  t o  b e  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  " l i t e r a r y "  
d e p a r t m e n t s ;  (8 )  o r g a n i z e  t h r e e  d e p a r t m e n t s ;  a  p r e p a r a t o r y  
d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  two o t h e r s  w h ic h  Tom c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  
one  o f  w h ic h  " s t r u c k  me a s  r i d i c u l o u s ; "  (9)  r e p e a l  D a v i d ' s  
m e r g e r  a c t  o f  1S77,  an d  f i n a l l y ,  (1 0 )  make t h e  new lav/ e f ­
f e c t i v e  on O c t o b e r  1 , lSGO.^®
D a v i d ' s  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  He 
w o u ld  s e e k  t o t a l  w a r ,  n o t  co m p rom ise  o r  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .
I  s h a l l  i n s i s t - - n o w  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  up  h e r e  have  
b e g u n  t h e  f i g h t - - o n  e v e r y t h i n g  b e i n g  s i f t e d  t o  t h e  
b o t t o m .  L e t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  U n io n  o f  t h e  two s c h o o l s  
b e  gone  o v e r  a g a i n .  T h en ,  i f  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  b e s t  t o  
s e p a r a t e  t h e  tw o ,  l e t  t h e  A, Si M. C o l l e g e  go t o  C h a l -  
m e t t e  . . . a n d  o u r s  b a c k  t o  R a p i d e s .  I f  B a to n  Rouge 
i s  s o  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  a s  t o  make w a r  on u s ,  t h e n  l e t  
B. R. t a k e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s - - l o s e  b o t h  s c h o o l s . ^9
lJ®Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1880 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 7;  Tom 
Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1880; L o u i s i a n a  S e n a t e  J o u r n a l , 
R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  1880,  p .  7 2 ,  20 3 .
39 D a v id  Boyd t o  Thomas B oyd , F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  i n
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1 .
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But t h e  war  h a d  t o  be  p o s t p o n e d  b r i e f l y  s o  t h a t  D a v i d  and  
t h e  c a d e t  c o r p s  c o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  F e t e  Day, o r  Ivlardi 
G r a s ,  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  on F e b r u a r y  10 ,  1SS0.  The c a d e t s  r e ­
t u r n e d  t o  B a to n  Rouge n e x t  d a y .  D a v i d ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e m a i n e d  
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  w h ic h  l a s t e d  f o r  
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  week.  As a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d ,  L i e u t e n a n t  
Jam ar  r e f u s e d  t h e  p o s t  o f  commandant  a t  t h e  F e b r u a r y  s e s ­
s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  a u t h o r i z e d  D a v id  t o  a s k  t h e  V/ar D e p a r t ­
ment  f o r  h i s  r e c a l l  i f  t h e  two c o u l d  n o t  w ork  i n  ha rm o n y .  
O t h e r  t o p i c s  d e a l t  w i t h  by  t h e  B o a r d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Leake  
b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  o n l y  a f ew  day s  e a r l i e r .  G e n e r a l  G. Mason 
Graham p r e s e n t e d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  w i t h  a d e t a i l e d  a r g u m e n t  
a g a i n s t  i t .  lie p r a i s e d  D a v i d ' s  e n e r g y ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  and  
z e a l  and  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  owed i t s  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  
t o  t h e  " s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  d e v o t i o n  o f  C o l .  B oyd . "  I f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  wex^e l e f t  a l o n e ,  i t  m ig h t  s u r v i v e  a n d  p ro spe r* .
B u t  no  c o n s i d e r - a t i o n  o f  " p a r t y , "  e i t h e r  p e r s o n a l  o r  p o l i t i ­
c a l ,  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  d i s t u r b  i t s  g r o w t h .  Change  o f  any 
k i n d  was d i s t u x - b i n g ;  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r f e i - e n c e  w o u ld  s p e l l  d i s ­
a s t e r .  Graham p r o c e d e d  t o  su m m a r iz e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  h i s -  
t o r y .  I n  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i t s  name c h a n g e d  
t h r e e  t i m e s .  From a " S e m in a r y "  i t  h a d  become a  U n i v e r s i t y , 
" o f  w h ic h  i t  d o e s  n o t  p o s s e s s  one s i n g l e  a t t r i b u t e  p r o p e r
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a n d  w i l l  b e  m ost  f o r t u n a t e  i f ,  i n  t h i s  v a s t  c o u n t r y ,  i t  
s h a l l  h a v e  e a r n e d  t h e  t i t l e  i n  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  t o  c o m e ."  
Then  G e n e r a l  Graham d e l i v e r e d  a  s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t  i n  f a v o r  o f  
r e t a i n i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  m i l i t a r y  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i t s  s t r o n g  
e x e c u t i v e  c o n t r o l .  A " d i f f u s i o n  o f  p o w e r"  among t h e  f a c u l ­
t y .  wou ld  b e  f a t a l  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e  he u r g e d  
h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  t o  " d e p r e c a t e "  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  Leake  b i l l  
w h i c h ,  h e  f e l t ,  was n o t  o n l y  u n n e c e s s a r y , b u t  i f  e n a c t e d ,  
w o u ld  h a v e  a " b a l e f u l "  e f f e c t  on t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  f u t u r e .  
The B o a rd  M in u te s  do n o t  r e c o r d  how e a c h  man v o t e d ,  b u t  a  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  s u p p o r t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o p p o s i n g  
p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  Leake b i l l  a s  " u n w i s e "  and  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
v ie w  e x p r e s s e d  by G e n e r a l  Graham.^®
W h e t h e r  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f e l t  t h e  sam e 
way r e m a i n e d  t o  be s e e n .  Tom B oyd,  who h a d  b e e n  i n  New O r ­
l e a n s  a l m o s t  a month b y  m i d - F e b r u a r y ,  t h o u g h t  D a v i d  o u g h t  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c i t y  i f  o n ly  t o  a n s w e r  some o f  t h e  l a w ­
m a k e r s '  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  
w h ic h  s t i l l  r e p o s e d  i n  c o m m i t t e e .  B e s i d e s ,  h e  h a d  h e a r d  
t h a t  som eone  named A t k i n s  had  i n t r o d u c e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  i n
40 D a v id  Boyd t o  Torn Boyd, F e b r u a r y  14 ,  1SS0,  i b i d . ; 
M in u te s  o f  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  12, 13,
14,  1SS0.
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t h e  House t o  e x a m in e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b o o k s .  A t k i n s  w a n t e d  
t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d  h a d  b e e n  " m i s a p ­
p l i e d ,  M t h a t  i s ,  employed  by  t h e  " l i t e r a r y "  d e p a r t m e n t s .  
D a v id  i n t e n d e d  t o  go t o  New O r l e a n s  on F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  b u t  h e  
h a d  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  p l a n s .  A f f a i r s  i n  B a t o n  Rouge ,  he  w r o t e  
Tom, w e re  " a  m e s s " ;  M c C u l lo c h ,  H a i s l i p  a n d  Ja m ar  w e r e  " i n  
a n  u g l y  m o o d ."  The c a d e t s ,  t o o ,  a p p e a i ’e d  t o  be  d e m o r a l i z e d .  
" I  know t h e  r i s k — p o s s i b l y  t h e  l o s s  o f  o u r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , 
a n d  more h e ad w a y  t o  L e a k e ' s  b i l l ;  b u t  i f  a n  o u t b r e a k  s h d
o c c u r  h e r e - - w h i l e  I  m ig h t  b e  a \ v a y - - t h a t  w o u ld  e f f e c t u a l l y
41s t o p  o u r  p r o g r e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e . "
P a r t  o f  t h e  "m ess"  t o  w h ic h  D a v i d  r e f e r r e d  was a 
m e m o r ia l  w h i c h  P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l lo c h  was p r e p a r i n g  t o  p r e s e n t  
t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  M cC ul loch  was s o  " e m b i t t e r e d "  a g a i n s t  
h im  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  t h a t  D a v id  e x p e c t e d  a  v e r y  " s e v e r e "  a n d  
" d i s r e s p e c t f u l "  d oc u m e n t .  T he  m e m o r ia l  c e r t a i n l y  was 
s e v e r e .  I t  c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  e x i s t i n g  c h a r t e r  
was s o  " i m p e r f e c t l y "  f r a m e d  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  c a r ­
r y  o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  i n t e n d e d  i n  
i t s  laws e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s e m i n a r y  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d s .
41 Tom Boyd t o  D av id  B oyd ,  F e b r u a r y  19,  2 1 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( 1 7 a I t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 7; D a v id  
Boyd t o  Tom B oyd ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  2 2 ,  1880 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas
D . )  P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1.
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  M cCul loch  c h a r g e d ,  t h e  c h a r t e r  d e p r i v e d  t h e  
p r o f e s s o r s  o f  a l l  a u t h o r i t y .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  e x e r ­
c i s e d  " i n d e f i n i t e  and  u n l i m i t e d "  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a l l  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l .  No man, "how ever  g r e a t  may be  h i s  a b i l i t y , "  c o u l d  
d i s c h a r g e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  s u c h  "mixed and  i n c o n g r u o u s  d u t i e s . "  
The r e s u l t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P r o f e s s o r  M cC u l lo ch ,  was (1 )  a 
" f i n a n c i a l l y  en cu m b ere d ,  i f  n o t  h o p e l e s s l y  i n s o l v e n t "  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n ;  (2)  a  h a p h a z a r d  s y s t e m  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  w h e r e i n  
c l a s s e s  w ere  t a u g h t  i n  a  "m os t  i r r e g u l a r "  manner  and  g r a d u a ­
t i o n  was " r e n d e r e d  s i m p l y  i m p r a c t i c a b l e ; "  (3)  a n  u n j u s t  d i s -  
c i p l i n a i - y  s y s t e m ,  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by one man, f ro m  whose d e c i ­
s i o n  t h e r e  was no a p p e a l ,  a n d  (4)  an  a b s e n c e  o f  c l e a r l y  
d e f i n e d  r u l e s  a nd  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  c a d e t s .  
McCulloch  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  " f a c t s "  h e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  h i s  
m e m o r ia l  w e re  w e l l  known and  t h a t  m ost  o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  
s u p p o r t e d  h i s  v i e w s .  T h e r e f o r e  he u r g e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  
r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  p r o p o s e d  i n  t h e  b i l l  s p o n s o r e d  
by  S e n a t o r  L e a k e ' s  C om m it tee  on P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n . ^
A few days  a f t e r  h i s  m e m o r ia l  a p p e a r e d ,  P r o f e s s o r
A O
D avid  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1880,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1; R i c h a r d  S. 
M cCul loch ,  P e t i t i o n ,  F e b r u a r y  28 ,  1S80, i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) 
P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  1 8 7 5 -8 6 ,  Box 19.
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M cC ulloch  r e s i g n e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He s p e n t  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  i n  New O r l e a n s  w h e re  h e  l a b o r e d  
d i l i g e n t l y  f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  L eak e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b i l l .  
D a v id  w r o t e  Tom t h a t  M c C u l l o c h ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  c a u s e d  " s c a r c e ­
l y  a r i p p l e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l . "  How ever ,  i t  was n o t e d  by  Leon 
J a s t r e m s k i  i n  h i s  n e w s p a p e r .  J a s t r e m s k i  c l a i m e d  t h a t  he  
d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  become i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  " d i s a g r e e m e n t s  and  
c o m p l a i n t s "  e x i s t i n g  among t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t y .  B u t  i f  
t h e  c h a r t e r  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d i s c o r d  a n d  " f a u l t y  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n "  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  h e  h o p e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w ou ld  
amend a n d  c o r r e c t  i t  " t o  t h e  e x t e n t  . , . t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  
o f  s u c h  t a l e n t e d  g e n t l e m e n  as  P r o f .  M c C u l lo ch  . . . may be  
p e r m a n e n t l y  s e c u r e d  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e . "
P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l lo c h ’s  e f f o r t s  t o  p a s s  t h e  L eake  
b i l l  w e r e  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by a p e t i t i o n  w h ic h  g r o c e r  W i l l i a m  
G a r i g  c i r c u l a t e d  among t h e  l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n s  o f  B a t o n  R ouge .  
C h a r g i n g  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was " b o t h  f i n a n c i a l l y  a n d  a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  s a d l y  m i s m a n a g e d , " a n d  t h a t  i t s  e x i s t i n g  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  f a i l e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  " e n d s  f o r  w h ic h  i t  was 
c r e a t e d , "  t h e  G a r i g  p e t i t i o n  u r g e d  p a s s a g e  o f  L e a k e ' s
43 Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1SS0; D a v id  Boyd t o  
Tom Boyd,  March 2 ,  1SS0,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 3 0 -  
S l ,  Box 1; L o u i s i a n a  C a p i t o l i a n , March 6 ,  1SS0.
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r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b i l l .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  i t  s e c u r e d  f i f t y - f o u r  
s i g n a t u r e s .  Among t h o s e  who s i g n e d  w e r e  t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t ,  
t h e  E p i s c o p a l  r e c t o r ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  o t h e r  p a p e r ,  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l ,  a  l e a d i n g  p h y s i ­
c i a n  a n d  a  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e .  L a t e r  D av id  l e a r n e d  t h a t  many 
p e r s o n s  s i g n e d  t h e  docum ent  w i t h o u t  r e a d i n g  i t  f i r s t .  They 
w e r e  " t r i c k e d , "  D a v i d  d e c l a r e d ,  "on t h e  r u s e "  t h a t  h e  (Da­
v i d )  f a v o r e d  t h e  L eak e  b i l l .  When t h e y  l e a r n e d  o t h e r w i s e ,  
t h e y  w r o t e  t h e  B a t o n  Rouge s e n a t o r ,  D r .  T .  D. B u f f i n g t o n ,  
t o  h a v e  t h e i r  names rem o ved  f r o m  G a r i g ' s  p e t i t i o n ,  "G a r i g  
i s  t r u l y  one  b i g  d o g , " D a v id  w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r  on F e b r u a r y  
2 9 .  And H a i s l i p ,  M c C u l lo c h ,  J a m a r  and  D r .  W i l l i a m s  w e r e  
j u s t  a s  b a d .  None o f  them was h o n e s t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e o r ­
g a n i z i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ;  t h e y  s i m p l y  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  D a v i d .  
To " t e s t  t h e i r  s i n c e r i t y , "  D a v i d  i n s t r u c t e d  Tom t o  g e t  S e n a ­
t o r  L u c k e t t  o f  R a p i d e s  and  " a l l  o u r  f r i e n d s "  t o  s u p p o r t  a 
c h a n g e  i n  s e c t i o n  one o f  L e a k e ' s  b i l l ,  s t r i k i n g  o u t  B a to n  
Rouge i n  f a v o r  o f  A l e x a n d r i a  a s  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  p e r m a n e n t  l o ­
c a t i o n .  "Then s e e  i f  Dr.  B u f f i n g t o n  a n d  Co. h a v e  t h e  same 
z e a l  i n  c h a n g i n g  / t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s /  o r g a n i z a t i o n . " ^
^ W i l l i a m  G a r i g ,  P e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f ro m  
t h e  C i t i z e n s  o f  B a t o n  Rouge, F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1880 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  
P a p e r s ,  Box 2;  D a v i d  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  2 8 ,
March 4 ,  1880 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1.
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D a v i d ’s  r e b u t t a l  t o  t h e  H a i s l i p  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  Leake  
b i l l ,  t h e  M c C u l loch  m e m o r ia l  a n d  t h e  G a r i g  p e t i t i o n  a p ­
p e a r e d  i n  s e v e r a l  f o r m s .  I n  t h e  s e n a t e  R. H. L u c k e t t  o f  
R a p i d e s  l e d  t h e  d e b a t e  a g a i n s t  L e a k e ' s  b i l l  w i t h  a m m u n i t i o n  
f e d  t o  him by Tom Boyd a n d  D a v id  h i m s e l f .  L e a k e ’s  b i l l ,  
D a v i d  w r o t e  S e n a t o r  L u c k e t t ,  w o u ld  c h a n g e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l .  I t  w o u ld  a l t e r  i t s  " m i l i t a r y  c h a r a c t e r "  a n d  make 
i t  more  a  " c i v i l i a n "  c o l l e g e .  T h a t  w o u ld  n o t  do i n  " t h e  
c i t y . "  I t  m i g h t  work  i f  t h e  s c h o o l  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  R a p i d e s ,  
b u t  t h e  b o y d  w o u ld  " g e t  i n  t r o u b l e "  i n  B a to n  R o ug e .
L e a k e ' s  b i l l  a l s o  s o u g h t  t o  e n d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  e x c l u s i v e  
pow er  o v e r  d i s c i p l i n e .  E x p e r i e n c e  c o n v i n c e d  D a v id  t h a t  a  
d i v i s i o n  o f  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a u t h o r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  
and  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  would  n o t  w ork  e i t h e r .  As f o r  
M c C u l lo c h ’s  i d e a s  a b o u t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h e y  w e r e  " s o  w i l d , " 
D a v i d  t o l d  L u c k e t t ,  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t a k e n  s e r i o u s ­
l y .  M c C u l lo c h ’s  m e m o r ia l  c h a r g e d  D a v id  w i t h  e x e r c i s i n g  t o o  
much p o w e r .  Y e t ,  when t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  r e ­
v i s e d ,  M cC u l lo ch  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  " s h d  h a v e  a n  a b ­
s o l u t e  v e t o  o v e r  any  and  e v e r y  a c t  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y ! " Such  a 
p r o p o s a l  D a v id  c o n s i d e r e d  a b s u r d .  "A p r e s i d e n t  t o  h a v e  a b ­
s o l u t e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  / ? /  c o n d u c t ,  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  h i s  
c a d e t s ,  y e s ;  b u t  o v e r  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o f  a  / l o t ? /  o f
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i n t e l l i g e n t  p r o f e s s o r s  i n  t h e i r  p r o p e r  s p h e r e s — i n  a l l  t h a t  
p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  a c a d e m ic  d u t i e s  p r o p e r - -  . . . N o l"  Some 
p e r s o n s ,  D a v i d  t o l d  L u c k e t t ,  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  d r i v e  a  wedge 
b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  by " h a r p i n g ” u p o n  
N i c h o l s o n ' s  e x p r e s s e d  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  f a c u l t y ' s  power 
s h o u l d  be  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  r e d u c e d .  B u t  D a v i d  
d e n i e d  t h a t  a n y  d i s c o r d  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f  an d  t h e  
s e l f - t a u g h t  m a t h e m a t i c i a n .  He a n d  N i c h o l s o n  " p u l l / e d /  p e r ­
f e c t l y  t o g e t h e r , "  e v e n  when t h e y  d i s a g r e e d .  B e s i d e s ,  
N i c h o l s o n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  b e f o r e  h e  came t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was 
" l i m i t e d . "  D a v i d  t h o u g h t  him t h e  g r e a t e s t  m a t h e m a t i c i a n  
s i n c e  L i e b n i t z  o r  N ew ton .  He was " t h e  k i n d e s t  p e r s o n ;  f o r ­
e v e r  p l a y i n g  t h e  p e a c e - m a k e r . "  B u t  h e  was s o  c o n c i l i a t o r y  
s o m e t im e s  t h a t  D a v id  f e a r e d  he  m i g h t  be " t e m p t e d  t o  s a c r i ­
f i c e ,  p r i n c i p l e . " D a v i d  h a d  t o l d  h i m  a s  much.  B u t  e v e n  
N i c h o l s o n ,  D a v i d  i n f o r m e d  L u c k e t t ,  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  "when h e  
r a n  h i s  l a r g e  academ y,  h e  t o o k  no  a d v i c e  f r o m  a n y ,  r a n  i t  
h i m s e l f ,  d i d  a l l  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  h i s  w ord  was l a w . "
A n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  o f  L e a k e ' s  b i l l  s o u g h t  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  
m e m b e rs h ip  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  I n  p r o v i d i n g  a  s e a t
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  Dr. R. L. L u c k e t t ,  e d i t e d  c o p y ,  F e b ­
r u a r y  2 5 ,  March 6 , 1 S 8 0 ,  i n  F le m in g  (W a lter  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,
D a v id  F . B oyd  L e t t e r s  an d  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 S 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 ,
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f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h r e e  U n i v e r s i t y  a l u m n i ,  D a v i d  t o l d  
S e n a t o r  L u c k e t t ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  law  m e r e l y  f o l l o w e d  " t h e  b e s t  
u s a g e "  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and E u r o p e .  As 
f o r  L e a k e ’s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h r e e  B o a rd  members be  a p p o i n t e d  
f rom  B a t o n  Rouge,  D a v id  o b j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  w o u ld  make t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  " a  t o o l  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y ,  n o t  a 
S t a t e  s c h o o l  a t  a l l , "  B a to n  Rouge was t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l .
I t  a l r e a d y  had  p l e n t y  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on t h e  B o a r d  i n  t h e  
p e r s o n s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  t h e  s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  t h e  
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  I f  a n y  more 
e v i d e n c e  w e re  n e e d e d ,  D av id  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  L u c k e t t  c i t e  
a n o t h e r  b i l l  t h e n  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  i t  s o u g h t  
t o  r e d u c e , n o t  a u g m e n t ,  t h e  h o l d  o f  B a t o n  Rouge o v e r  t h e  
Asylum f o r  t h e  B l i n d .
As r e c e i v e d  by Dr.  L u c k e t t ,  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r s  o b j e c t ­
i n g  t o  t h e  Leake b i l l  were  f a i r l y  m o d e r a t e  i n  t o n e .  Tom 
Boyd c a r e f u l l y  d e l e t e d  t h e  m o re  o f f e n s i v e  r e m a r k s  b e f o r e  
f o r w a r d i n g  them t o  t h e  l a w m a k e r .  Fo r  e x a m p le ,  i n  h i s  o r i g ­
i n a l  d r a f t  D av id  o b j e c t e d  t o  h a v i n g  t h r e e  men a p p o i n t e d  t o  
t h e  B o a r d  f rom B a t o n  Rouge b e c a u s e  " I  a s s e r t  w i t h o u t  f e a r
4fiD avid  B o y d  t o  Dr. R . L. L u c k e t t ,  F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,
1 3 8 0 ,  ifc i-d .
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o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  3 men t o  b e  f o u n d  i n
a l l  t h i s  town o f  8000 s o u l s  who a r e  e m i n e n t l y  q u a l i f i e d , by
v i r t u e  and i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t o  be  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y l "  F o r  f i v e  y e a r s  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m s  r o d e
by t h e  s c h o o l  e v e r y  d ay ,  y e t  n e v e r  p a i d  i t  a  v i s i t .  "And
i f  D r .  B u f f i n g t o n ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e n a t o r , o r  K l e i n p e t e r ,
/ t h e /  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  h a v e  e i t h e r  o f  them  p u t  f o o t  i n  t h e
g ro u n d s  i n  t h e  l a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s , "  D av id  was n o t  aw are  o f  
47i t .  Even D a v id  r e a l i z e d  h i s  r e m a r k s  w ere  " v e r y  b i t t e r . "  
He a u t h o r i z e d  Tom t o  e d i t  them  i f  he  t h o u g h t  them t o o  " im ­
p r u d e n t . "  B u t  i n  D a v i d ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  t im e  f o r  " m in c i n g  
w o r d s "  was p a s t ;  "my b e s t  p o l i c y  now i s  t o  f i g h t  w i t h  a l l
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my p o w e r . "
David  d e l u g e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  p e t i t i o n s  o f  h i s  
own c o m p o s in g .  One f a v o r e d  t h e  " p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  o f  d i s c i p ­
l i n e "  b e c a u s e  i t  t r a i n e d  t h e  c a d e t s  i n  "manly  c o n d u c t "  and
^ I b i d .
AQ
^ ° D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, F e b r u a r y  25 ,  1880 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1 .  D a v id  was n o t  
above  s c a n d a l - m o n g e r i n g  i f  i t  w ou ld  s a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
He a s k e d  Tom t o  t e l l  S e n a t o r  L u c k e t t  " f u l l y  a b o u t  G a r i g —h i s  
a n im u s ,  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  e t c ,  . . . M en t ion  h i s  coming t o  t h e  
C a t h . ( o l i c )  L a d i e s  F a i r  i n  B. R. i n  *73 w i t h  a  n e g r o  
s t r u m p e t  on h i s  arm, i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  w h i t e  l a d i e s  s h d  w a i t  
on him & h e r ,  was p u t  o u t  by  F a t h e r  D e l a c r o i x ,  and  f i n e d  
n e x t  day  $ 2 5 .0 0  by Mayor S c h o r t e n ! "  D av id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, 
March 7 ,  1880, i b i d .
m a i n t a i n e d  good r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  com m u n i ty .  A n o t h e r ,  
s i g n e d  by New O r l e a n s  r e s i d e n t s  who o nce  a t t e n d e d  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ,  o p p o se d  t h e  Leake b i l l  b e c a u s e  t o o  much c h a n g e  was 
b a d ;  i t  was an  a f f r o n t  t o  t h e  a lu m n i  t o  d r o p  them  f ro m  t h e  
B o a rd ,  and  b e c a u s e  no man " w o r th y  o f  t h e  name" w o u ld  s e r v e  
a s  p r e s i d e n t  i f  he  c o u l d  n o t  e x e r c i s e  more  p o w e r ,  S t i l l  
o t h e r  p e t i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  came f rom  V/cst B a to n  
Rouge an d  I b e r v i l l e .  T hen ,  t o  d i s c o u n t  one o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  
made i n  b o t h  G a r i g ' s  p e t i t i o n  a n d  t h e  M cC ul loch  m e m o r ia l ,  
a  number o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  c r e d i t o r s  i n  B a to n  
Rouge n o t i f i e d  t h e  lav/makers o f  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e x t e n d  i t  a d d i t i o n a l  c r e d i t .  
F i n a l l y ,  ev en  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  became i n v o l v e d .
The f a c u l t y  i n f o r m e d  t h e  law m akers  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  " d e ­
s i r e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i o n "  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
e x c e p t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a n n e l s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  
r e g u l a t i o n s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  
d i s c l a i m e d  any  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  any  b i l l  t h e n  b e f o r e  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  The c a d e t s ,  t o o ,  w a n t e d  t o  make t h e i r  p o s i ­
t i o n  c l e a r .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  many boys  
i n t e n d e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  u n l e s s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  
p ow ers  w e re  r e d u c e d .  "Such / a /  s t a t e m e n t , "  t h e  c a d e t s '  p e ­
t i t i o n  c h a r g e d ,  " i s  w h o l l y  u n f o u n d e d  i n  f a c t . "  When a l l
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e l s e  f a i l e d ,  D a v id  a p p e a l e d  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  
G o v e r n o r  McEnery.  He a s k e d  t h a t  f i n a l  a c t i o n  on  t h e  L eake  
b i l l  be  p o s t p o n e d  i n  t h e  s e n a t e  u n t i l  a  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u l d  h a v e  t i m e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y .  B u t  t h e  s e n a t o r s  w e r e  a d a m a n t .  On March 11,  1880 ,  
t h e y  v o t e d  t w e n t y - o n e  t o  t e n  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  s c h o o l .  
D a v i d ' s  o n l y  hope  was t o  k i l l  L e a k e ' s  b i l l  i n  t h e  h o u s e . 49 
W ith  o n l y  m in o r  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t a c t i c s ,  D a v id  c o n ­
t i n u e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  s e n a t e  b i l l  i n  t h e  l o w e r
^ C i t i z e n s  o f  B a to n  R ouge ,  P e t i t i o n s  A g a i n s t  R e o r ­
g a n i z i n g  U n i v e r s i t y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  March 4 ,  1880;  E x - c a d e t s  
f ro m  New O r l e a n s ,  P e t i t i o n ,  March 1,  1880;  C r e d i t o r s  o f  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  P e t i t i o n ,  March 6 ,  1880;  R e s o l u t i o n  o f  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  F a c u l t y ,  March 5 ,  1880;  C a d e t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
P e t i t i o n ,  March / ? 7 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c ­
t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  Box 2;  
D a v id  Boyd t o  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  S .  D. McEnery ,  March 10 ,  
1 880 ,  i b i d . , D a v id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 
4 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  t e l e g r a m ,  March 6 ,  18 8 0 ,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1; L o u i s i a n a  S e n a t e  J o u r ­
n a l  , R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  March 1 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  p .  2 0 3 .  B e s i d e s  t h e  
s e v e r a l  p e t i t i o n s ,  D a v id  s e n t  s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  p r e s i ­
d e n t s ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  a n d  e x - c a d e t s  o f  v a r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  
s c h o o l s  t o  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i n g  s e n a t o r s .  A l l  s u p p o r t e d  h i s  
c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h o u l d  h a v e  e x c l u s i v e  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  d i s c i p l i n e .  And C h a r l e s  E l i o t  o f  H a r v a r d  e n d o r s e d  h i s  
p o l i c y  o f  a p p o i n t i n g  a lu m n i  t o  t h e  B o a r d .  I t  was s t i l l  n o t  
e n o u g h  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  u p p e r  h o u s e .  J .  T .  B r i n g i e r ,  c a d e t ,  
t o  D a v id  Boyd, March 4 ,  1 88 0 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l ­
l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a b e t i c a l  F i l e ,  Box 7 ;  F r a n c i s  S m i t h ,  S u p e r i n ­
t e n d e n t  o f  V i r g i n i a  M i l i t a r y  Academy t o  D a v i d  Boyd,  March 
6 , 1 8 8 0 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 11; Hugh Thompson,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  
P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t o  M ajo r  J o h n  P r e s t o n ,  
March 5 ,  1880 ,  i b i d . , Box 12; C h a r l e s  E l i o t  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  
March 4 ,  1880 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 8 .
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c h a m b e r .  A g a in  Tom Boyd w aged  D a v i d ' s  b a t t l e s  i n  t h e  
l o b b i e s ,  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  h e  h a d  h e l p  f rom  D r .  P e n d l e t o n  K in g ,  
p r o f e s s o r  o f  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  
f o r m e r  c a d e t s  who l i v e d  i n  New O r l e a n s .  On March 14,  1880 ,  
D a v i d  o u t l i n e d  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  f o r  Tom a n d  h i s  a s s i s ­
t a n t s  t o  p u r s u e . F i r s t ,  t h e y  m u s t  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  h o u s e  
e d u c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e .  " T h a t  comm, m u s t  be  k e p t  f r o m  r e p o r t ­
i n g  Leake  b i l l  f a v o r a b l y . "  S e c o n d ,  Tom m u s t  do  e v e r y t h i n g  
h e  c o u l d  t o  d e l a y  m a t t e r s .  Such  t a c t i c s ,  D a v i d  d e c l a r e d ,  
w e r e  " p e r f e c t l y  p e r m i s s a b l e "  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  " u n s c r u p u l o u s  
o p p o s i t i o n . "  He e x h o r t e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  make no  c o n c e s ­
s i o n s .  The r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b i l l ,  D a v id  r e m i n d e d  Tom, was 
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  h im  p e r s o n a l l y  by :
G a r i g - - b e c a u s e  I  q u i t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h im  i n  O c t o b e r  
l a s t .  He t h e n  s a i d  h e  w ld  do a l l  he c l d  t o  k e e p  
c a d e t s  f ro m  com in g  h e r e  . . .  M cC ul loch  b e c a u s e  h i s  
s a l a r y  was c u t  down. H a i s l i p  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  t r y i n g  t o  
b r e a k  M cC ul loch  down i n  my e s t i m a t i o n - - s a y i n g  h e  was 
a n  i m p r a c t i c a l  man, a n d  a s k i n g  me f o r  M c C u l l o c h ' s  
c l a s s e s ,  a n d  b e i n g  r e f u s e d - - t h e n  h e  t r i e s  a n o t h e r  way,  
t o  g e t  a f u l l  P r o f e s s o r s h i p ,  by b r e a k i n g  down t h i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  me. J a m a r - - b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  b e e n  d i s ­
a p p o i n t e d  i n  h i s  h o p e s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s - - o f  g e t t i n g  
t h e  C om m an d an t ' s  p l a c e .  . . .  I  do n o t  w i s h - - n o r  c a n  I 
a f f o r d  any  co m p ro m ise  o r  c o n c e s s i o n . ^0
5 0 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B o y d , March 1 4 ,  1 S S 0 , i n
F le m in g  (W a lte r  1 . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F . Boyd L e t t e r s  and
P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
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M eanw hile  t h e  s e n a t e  r e s p o n d e d  t o  D a v i d ' s  
s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  a  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  be 
c h o s e n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  D a v i d ' s  p l a n  now was 
t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  h o u s e  C om m it tee  on P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  f a v o r ­
a b l e  t o  t h e  L eake  b i l l ,  f ro m  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  h o u s e  u n t i l  
t h e  j o i n t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  c o u l d  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  
and  make i t s  r e p o r t .  I n  t u r n ,  Tom a n d  King w e re  t o  t r y  t o  
d e l a y  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e ' s  v i s i t  t o  B a to n  Rouge 
u n t i l  t h e  w eekend  o f  F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  2 ,  1880.  The c a d e t s  h a d  
a  hop  s c h e d u l e d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  
w o u ld  convene  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Monday. I f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  came 
t h e n ,  Dav id  t h o u g h t ,  t h e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  a p p e a r  i n  i t s  b e s t  
l i g h t ,  t h e i r  e n e m ie s  i n  B a to n  Rouge w o u ld  n o t  be  a s  e f f e c ­
t i v e ,  and  ab o v e  a l l ,  t h e y  w ould  g a i n  v a l u a b l e  t i m e .  How­
e v e r ,  Tom m ust  n o t  l e t  i t  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  t r y i n g  i n  
any  way t o  d i s c o u r a g e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A f t e r  a l l ,  David
IZ 1
h a d  a s k e d  f o r  i t .
Tom a n d  P r o f e s s o r  King d i d  t h e i r  b e s t ,  b u t  a s  March 
drew  t o  a c l o s e  t h e  h o u s e  e d u c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  se em ed
51Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, March 13, 1880 ,  i b i d . ,  
A l p h a b e t i c a l  F i l e ,  Box 7; Dav id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, March 14, 
1S80,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1 .  The 
c a d e t s  a d v e r t i s e d  t h e i r  h o p  a s  an  " A u t o c r a c y  B a l l . "  I t  
was a huge  s u c c e s s ,
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d e t e r m i n e d  t o  recommend p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  b i l l .  I f  i t  
d i d ,  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  h o u se  w o u ld  c h a r g e  b ad  f a i t h .  
T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  a 
" f a i r  one"  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  t a k e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e  s e s s i o n  
c l o s e d .  A f i l i b u s t e r  c o u l d  a l s o  p r e v e n t  t h e  h o u s e  f rom  
t a k i n g  a c t i o n .  But  j u s t  i n  c a s e ,  D a v id  u r g e d  Tom t o  " s e ­
c u r e  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  v o t e  . . . / i t /  may t u r n  t h e  s c a l e s . "^2
I n  t h e  end  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  L o t t e r y ,  n o t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  gav e  
D a v id  h i s  v i c t o r y .  A m e a su re  a f f e c t i n g  L o t t e r y  i n t e r e s t s  
came b e f o r e  t h e  h o u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  few day s  o f  t h e  s e s ­
s i o n .  I t  g e n e r a t e d  s o  much d e b a t e  t h a t  t h e  Leake b i l l ,  
recommended f o r  p a s s a g e  on March 2 9 ,  f a i l e d  t o  be c a l l e d  u p  
b e f o r e  a d j o u r n m e n t  on A p r i l  1 0 .^ 3
P e n d l e t o n  King u r g e d  D av id  t o  "be m o d e r a t e "  i n  h i s  
j u b i l a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  r e a s o n  t o  c e l e ­
b r a t e .  Even b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a d j o u r n e d ,  D av id  
l e a r n e d  f rom  h i s  f r i e n d  G e n e r a l  B r e n t  t h a t  G o v e rn o r  Y / i l t z  
p l a n n e d  " w h o l e s a l e "  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  B o a r d .  " T h i s , "  Tom Boyd
52 Dr.  P e n d l e t o n  King t o  D a v id  Boyd, March 2 5 ,  1880 ,  
i n  B oyd _ (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7; D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  
March / 2 5 / ,  2 6 ,  1880 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  
Box 1.
53 D av id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, March 3 0 ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1880,  
i n  Boyd (Thomas D . )  P a p e r s ,  1 S 8 0 -8 1 ,  Box 1; L o u i s i a n a  House 
J o u r n a l , R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  March 2 9 ,  1880,  p p .  3 5 9 - 6 0 .
n o t e d  i n  h i s  D i a r y ,  "was a  new d a n g e r  f rom a  r a t h e r  
u n e x p e c t e d  q u a r t e r . "  D a v id  c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e ­
l y  s u r p r i s e d .  He knew t h e  g o v e r n o r  an d  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r  
w ere  f r i e n d s .  " I  t h i n k  he  i s  a  g o o d  o f f i c e r , "  W i l t z  w r o t e  
D av id  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 8 0 ,  "and  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  h im  r e m a i n  
i n  our  s t a t e . "  Thus  B o a rd  members  l i k e  B r e n t ,  Graham, 
Egan,  McCollum and  t h e  a lu m n i  who s u p p o r t e d  D a v id  i n  h i s  
b a t t l e s  a g a i n s t  J a m a r  w e r e  l i k e l y  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  r e m o v a l .  
D av id  a r g u e d  t h a t  o n l y  members w h o se  t e rm s  h a d  e x p i r e d  
c o u l d  " l e g a l l y "  be x ' e p l a c e d .  B u t  G o v e r n o r  W i l t z  h e l d  t h a t  
a l l  t e r m s  e n d e d  when t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o o k  e f f e c t  i n  
J a n u a r y ,  1 8 8 0 .  T h e r e f o r e  he  c o u l d  name a c o m p l e t e l y  new 
B o a r d .  I n  May, 1880 ,  h e  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  s e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
p r e s s .  B e s i d e s  h i m s e l f ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n
E .  H. F a y ,  a n d  D a v id  Boyd,  e x - o f f i c i o  members ,  t h e  new 
s l a t e  i n c l u d e d  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  o f  E a s t  B a to n  Rouge as  
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Dr .  W. A. R o b e r t s o n  o f  S t .  L a n d r y ,  T.  L. 
Bayne,  a n d  J o h n  D o lh o n d e  o f  O r l e a n s ,  G eorge  S .  W a l to n  o f  
C o n c o r d i a ,  W. H. P i p e s  o f  E a s t  F e l i c i a n a ,  A. A. Gunby o f  
O u a c h i t a ,  F .  W. P r i c e  o f  J a c k s o n ,  R. T. B e a u r e g a r d  o f
^ ^ P e n d l e t o n  K in g  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  8 ,  1880 ,  i n  
Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 10; Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  29, 
18S0; G o v e r n o r  L o u is  A, W i l t z  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  
1880,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 12.
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P l a q u e m i n e s ,  W. A. S t r o n g  o f  W inn,  D r .  J .  C. Egan o f  Caddo ,  
a n d  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham o f  R a p i d e s .  Only  E gan  a n d  
Graham o f  t h e  o l d  B o a r d  m anaged  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  s e a t s . ^5
A few d a y s  a f t e r  G o v e r n o r  W i l t z  a p p o i n t e d  h i s  new 
B o a r d ,  D a v i d  e x e r c i s e d  a  pow er  g r a n t e d  t o  h im  by i t s  p r e d e ­
c e s s o r .  He a s k e d  t h e  War D e p a r t m e n t  t o  r e c a l l  L i e u t e n a n t  
Jam ar  a n d  r e p l a c e  h im  w i t h  a n o t h e r  o f f i c e r .  He a l s o  a s k e d  
G e n e r a l  Sherm an t o  do w h a t  he  c o u l d  t o  " e f f e c t  t h e  c h a n g e . "  
Sherm an a g r e e d ,  b u t  t h e  o r d e r  i n s t r u c t i n g  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m ar  
t o  r e j o i n  h i s  r e g i m e n t  i n  New M exico  d i d  n o t  r e a c h  B a to n  
Rouge u n t i l  J u n e  2 7 ,  1S80 .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  D a v i d ,  t h e  
f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  W i l t z  B o a r d  o c c u r r e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  In  
Tom B o y d ' s  o p i n i o n ,  J a m a r ' s  r e c a l l  h a d  more  t o  do w i t h  i t s  
s u b s e q u e n t  d e c i s i o n  t o  f i r e  D a v id  " t h a n  a n y  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  
a f t e r w a r d s  a l l e g e d , " ^ ®
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  c a l l e d  t h e  new B o a rd  
t o  o r d e r  a t  12 o ' c l o c k  Monday, J u n e  2 8 ,  1 8 8 0 .  B e s i d e s  
J a s t r e m s k i  a n d  D a v i d ,  o n l y  M e s s r s .  F a y ,  W a l t o n ,  D o lh o n d e ,
5 5 D av id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas 
D . )  P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1; L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n .  
May 18 ,  1880;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 4 1 .
56
Tom Boyd D ia r y ,  S ep te m b e r  2 9 ,  1880; W i l l i a m  T.
Sherman t o  D av id  B o y d , May 2 7 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  i n  B oyd-Sherm an
L e t t e r s .
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Graham and. Gunby a n s w e r e d  t h e  r o l l .  No t e s t  o f  s t r e n g t h  
o c c u r r e d  t h a t  d a y .  The B o a r d  s i m p l y  a p p o i n t e d  two c o m m it ­
t e e s  a n d  c h a r g e d  them  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  n e x t  day  on t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y ' s  p a s t  a n d  c u r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n .  A t h i r d  com­
m i t t e e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  " s t a t e  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e "  was a l s o  c r e ­
a t e d  j u s t  b e f o r e  a d j o u r n m e n t .  D a v i d ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  
on T u e s d a y  when W. H. P i p e s  a r r i v e d  t o  t a k e  h i s  s e a t .  
D o lh o n d e  o f  O r l e a n s  moved t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  r e q u e s t  G e n e r a l  
Sherm an  " t o  r e v o k e  t h e  o r d e r  r e q u i r i n g  L i e u t .  J a m a r  t o  j o i n  
h i s  r e g i m e n t . "  J a s t r e m s k i ,  F a y ,  W a l to n  a n d  P i p e s  s u p p o r t e d  
D o lh o n d e .  D a v id ,  Graham a n d  Gunby v o t e d  " n a y . "  A f t e r  a p ­
p o i n t i n g  more c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  i n v i t i n g  t h e  f a c u l t y  t o  a t ­
t e n d  a  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m it te e  on t h e  S t a t e  o f  t h e  C o l ­
l e g e ,  t h e  B o a r d  a d j o u r n e d  u n t i l  W ednesday  a t  10 o '  c l o c k . ^7 
By t h e  t i m e  t h e  B o a r d  c o n v e n e d  f o r  i t s  t h i r d  s e s ­
s i o n ,  e a c h  s i d e  h a d  a d d e d  one  v o t e .  R. T.  B e a u r e g a r d  o f  
P l a q u e m i n e s ,  a  s o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a ' s  i l l u s t r i o u s  h e r o ,  P .  G.
T .  B e a u r e g a r d ,  g a v e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  f a c t i o n  s i x  v o t e s  a n d  W i l l  
S t r o n g  o f  Winn P a r i s h  i n c r e a s e d  D a v i d ' s  s t r e n g t h  t o  f o u r .
The C o m m it tee  on t h e  S t a t e  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e ,  h a v i n g  met  d u r i n g  
t h e  m o r n in g  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g
^ M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  June 2 8 ,  2 9 ,
1880; L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k ly  C a p i t o l i a n , J u l y  6 ,  1 8 8 0 .
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f o r  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  p r e p a r e  "a  s y s t e m  o f  
r u l e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e . "  The  B o a r d  a c c e p t e d  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  a d o p t e d  a  r e p o r t  f ro m  t h e  C o m m it tee  on 
t h e  P r e s e n t  F i n a n c i a l  C o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e .  I t  a l s o  
g r a n t e d  D a v i d  more t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  a d e t a i l e d  f i n a n c i a l  
s t a t e m e n t  r e q u e s t e d  by t h e  P e r m a n e n t  C o m m i t te e  011 F i n a n c e .
I f  n e c e s s a r y ,  h e  c o u l d  s u b m i t  i t  a f t e r  t h e  B o a r d ' s  f i n a l  
a d j o u r n m e n t ,  b u t  h e  was u r g e d  t o  a c t  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  
A f t e r  some m in o r  b u s i n e s s  t h e  B o a r d  r e c e s s e d  u n t i l  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a f t e r n o o n .
D a v i d  s t i l l  h a d  f o u r  v o t e s  a n d  h i s  o p p o n e n t s  s i x  
when t h e  B o a r d  r e s u m e d  a t  one p .m .  on T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  1 .
B u t  a  c h a n g e  h a d  c l e a r l y  t a k e n  p l a c e .  The o f f i c i a l  m i n u t e s ,  
s u c c i n c t  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  r e f l e c t  a  q u i c k e n e d  p a c e  i n  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  a n d  a more  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  
D a v id  011 t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  The members  b e g a n  by 
i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g .  When t h e y  r e a s s e m b l e d  
t h e y  v o t e d  t o  e x p e n d  $ 1 , 2 0 0  t o  s e t  up  a  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  " p r a c ­
t i c a l "  m e c h a n i c s .  They  a p p r o p r i a t e d  a n o t h e r  $ 1 , 2 0 0  f o r  an 
e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a r m  t o  b e  c o n d u c t e d  by an  " e x p e r i e n c e d  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l i s t ,  " a n d  t h e y  a d o p t e d  a  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  
by  J a s t r e m s k i ,  D o lh o n d e ,  B e a u r e g a r d ,  a n d  F a y ,  w h ic h  l a b e l e d  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  o f  m ak in g  d i s b u r s e m e n t s  a s  " v e r y  b a d "
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and  " n o t  b u s i n e s s l i k e . "  N e x t ,  t h e  members r e c e i v e d  a
t e l e g r a m  f o r w a r d e d  t o  them by  t h e  a c t i n g  g o v e r n o r ,  S .  D.
McEnery .  S i g n e d  by  t h e  a d j u t a n t  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s ,  t h e  m e s sa g e  s t a t e d ;
The S e c r e t a r y  o f  War d i r e c t s  me t o  i n f o r m  you t h a t  
L i e u t .  Ja m ar  was r e l i e v e d  fi 'om d u t y  a t  L o u i s i a n a  
U n i v e r s i t y  on a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  P r e s i d e n t ,  a c t i n g  
f o r  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  U n i v e r s i t y ,  on r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n  o f  G e n e r a l  S h e rm a n ,  who d e s i r e d  L i e u t .  J a m a rCO
t o  accom pany h i s  r e g i m e n t  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  °
F i n a l l y ,  C o l o n e l  G e o r g e  W a l to n  o f  C o n c o r d i a  p r e ­
s e n t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  w h ic h  m u s t  .have s t u n n e d  D a v id  a n d  h i s  
p a r t i s a n s .  A f t e r  a c c u s i n g  h im  o f  g r o s s  m is m a n a g e m e n t ,  i t  
c a l l e d  f o r  a  c o m p l e t e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
v a c a t e d  e v e r y  e x i s t i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  and  u r g e d  t h e  i m m e d ia t e  
e l e c t i o n  o f  a  new p r e s i d e n t ,  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s u r e r .  P r o ­
f e s s o r s h i p s  c o u l d  be  f i l l e d  l a t e r  when t h e  B o a r d  m et  i n  
A u g u s t .  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  t r i e d  t o  r e f e r  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  a  
s u b c o m m i t t e e  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  v o t e s .  S h o r t l y
t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  B o a r d  r e c e s s e d  u n t i l  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  t h a t  
59e v e n i n g .
C O
R. C. Drum, A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
t o  S .  D. McEnery,  A c t i n g  G o v e r n o r ,  t e l e g r a m ,  J u n e  2 9 ,  1880 ,  
p r i n t e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n , J u l y  6 ,  1S30; 
M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  1 ,  1880 .
M in u tes  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  1 ,
1 8 8 0 .
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When t h e  B o a rd  x*esumed o p e r a t i o n s ,  i t  i n v i t e d  two 
p r o f e s s o r s ,  t h e  a c t i n g  comm andant ,  t h r e e  c a d e t s  a n d  one 
e x - c a d e t  t o  t e s t i f y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  u n d a t e d  n o t e s  made l a t e r ,  
D a v i d  a s k e d  f o r  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  i n  " o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  
c a u s e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  f a l l i n g  o f f  i n  c a d e t s , "  w h i c h  W a l t o n ' s  
r e s o l u t i o n  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  m ism an ag em en t ,  D a v i d  t h o u g h t  
h e ,  t o o ,  w o u ld  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  b e i n g  h e a r d  on t h e  
s u b j e c t  " b u t  no  s u c h  p r i v i l e g e  was g r a n t e d . "  A l t h o u g h  he  
was a s k e d  some q u e s t i o n s  " i n c i d e n t a l l y , "  i t  was  " n o t  p a r t  
o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y ' s  p r o g r a m "  t o  l e t  h im  o f f e r  a  d e f e n s e .  I n  
f a c t ,  D av id  c h a r g e d ,  a  member t o l d  h im  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  w o u ld  have  p r e f e r r e d  h im  t o  b e  a b s e n t .  E x a c t l y  
w h a t  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  s a i d  was n o t  r e c o r d e d ,  b u t  i t  m us t  h a v e  
b e e n  a b s o r b i n g .  The s e s s i o n  d i d  n o t  a d j o u r n  u n t i l  one 
o ' c l o c k  F r i d a y  m o r n in g .
F r i d a y ,  J u l y  2 ,  1880 ,  was Commencement Day a t  t h e
6QI b i d . , n i g h t  s e s s i o n ,  J u l y  1 ,  1880; / D a v i d  B o y d /  
n o t e s ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 ,  Box 2 .  The n o t e s ,  
o b v i o u s l y  d i c t a t e d  by  D a v i d ,  b u t  w r i t t e n  i n  Tom B o y d ’s  hand ,  
r e p l i e d  t o  a n  e d i t o r i a l  by  E d i t o r  Leon  J a s t r e m s k i  i n  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n . J u l y  13,  1 8 8 0 ,  D a v id  o f t e n  
co m po sed  l e t t e r s  t o  e d i t o r s  w h ic h  f r i e n d s  s i g n e d  and  s u b ­
m i t t e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  T hese  n o t e s  may h a v e  b e e n  made f o r  
t n a t  p u r p o s e .  However, n o  l e t t e r  b a s e d  on th em  seem s  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  p r i n t e d ;  a t  l e a s t ,  i t  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  
C a p i t o l i a n  d u r i n g  J u l y  o r  A u g u s t  o f  1SS0.
U n i v e r s i t y .  When t h e  B o a r d  c o n v e n e d  f o r  i t s  f i f t h  a nd  
f i n a l  s e s s i o n ,  e v e r y o n e  was p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  D a v id  a n d  G.
Mason Graham. Graham was i l l ,  an d  D a v i d ,  who h a d  t o  p r e ­
p a r e  f o r  Commencement c e r e m o n i e s ,  was e x c u s e d  " o n  a c c o u n t  
o f  b u s i n e s s . "  W a l to n  c a l l e d  up  h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  r e o r g a n ­
i z e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A g a in  Gunby a n d  S t r o n g  s o u g h t  t o  h a v e  
i t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  c o m m i t t e e  and  a g a i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v o t e d  
th em  down. T hen  Gunby t r i e d  a n o t h e r  t a c k .  He moved t h a t  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  be t a b l e d  u n t i l  A u g u s t ,  when a " f u l l  m e e t ­
i n g "  c o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  T h a t  t o o  was d e f e a t e d  by 
a  s t r i c t l y  p a r t i s a n  v o t e .  M e an w h i le ,  a  n o t e  a r r i v e d  f rom  
G. Mason Graham. He e x p l a i n e d  h i s  a b s e n c e  and  p r o t e s t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  W a l to n  r e s o l u t i o n .  The m a j o r i t y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  
r e c e i p t  o f  h i s  n o t e ,  b u t  r e f u s e d  h i s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  i t s  c o n ­
t e n t s  be " s p r e a d  upon t h e  m i n u t e s . "  At t h a t  p o i n t  Gunby 
a n d  S t r o n g  r o s e .  The " c h a r a c t e r "  o f  W a l t o n fs  r e s o l u t i o n  
a n d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h ic h  i t  was b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  
w e r e  " so  e x t r a o r d i n a r y , "  t h e y  c h a r g e d ,  t h a t  t h e y  " c o u l d  n o t  
s a n c t i o n  s a m e "  by t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .  They w i t h d r e w ,  r e ­
s e r v i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f i l e  a p r o t e s t  l a t e r  w i t h  t h e  s e c r e t a r y .
The r e m a i n i n g  s i x  members p r o c e e d e d  t o  a d o p t  
Y / a l t o n ' s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e s o l u t i o n ,  w h e re u p o n  h e  p r o p o s e d  
tw o  m ore .  F i r s t ,  h e  u r g e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  a p p l y  a t  once  t o
t h e  " p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s "  f o r  a  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  
J a m a r ' s  oi’d e r s ,  N e x t ,  he  moved t o  condemn t h e  a c t i o n  o f  
Graham, Gunby and  S t r o n g .  I n  r e f u s i n g  t o  a c t  w i t h  t h e  
Board ,  W a l t o n  d e c l a r e d ,  t h e y  w e r e  " s e t t i n g  a  d a n g e r o u s  p r e ­
c e d e n t ,  o n e  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  d i s c o r d  a n d  c a u s e  i r ­
r e p a r a b l e  i n j u r y  t o  t h i s  I n s t i t u t i o n . " F i n a l l y ,  D o lh o n d e  
moved t o  e l e c t  a  p r e s i d e n t ,  s e c i ' e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s u r e r .  W. H. 
Gooda le  k e p t  h i s  p o s t  a s  s e c r e t a r y .  H a rn e y  S l c o l f i e l d ,  whom 
Tom Boyd d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  " r i n g  Demo, p o l i t i c i a n , "  r e p l a c e d  
" o l d  C o l .  Markham" a s  t r e a s u r e r ,  and  Sam u e l  H. L o c k e t t ,  one  
o f  D a v i d ' s  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s ,  won u n a n im o u s  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y .  Only o n e  t h i n g  c o u l d  s a v e  D a v id  now, t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  c h a r t e r .  S e c t i o n  e i g h t  o f  t h e  m e r g e r  law  a l l o w e d  
a s  few a s  f i v e  members  t o  t r a n s a c t  U n i v e r s i t y  b u s i n e s s .
But s u c h  t r a n s a c t i o n s  h a d  t o  be  r e v i e w e d  by  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  
members b e f o r e  t h e y  became b i n d i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  by w i t h ­
d raw in g  f r o m  t h e  f i n a l  s e s s i o n  on  F r i d a y ,  J u l y  2 ,  Graham, 
Gunby a n d  S t r o n g  g u a r a n t e e d  D a v i d  more t i m e  a n d  a  c h a n c e  t o  
be  h e a r d  when t h e  B o a r d  c o n v e n e d  on  A u g u s t  4 .® ^
F o r  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  weeks t h e  B o a rd  members a n d  t h e
6 1 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  2 ,  1880; 
L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n , J u l y  6 ,  1880;  L o u i s i a n a  
A c t s , 1 8 7 7 ,  p .  1 8 - 1 9 ;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 8 8 0 .
p a r t i s a n s  o f  e a c h  f a c t i o n  f i l l e d  t h e  p u b l i c  p r i n t s  w i t h  
p r o t e s t s  and  p e t i t i o n s .  A lm o s t  e v e r y  i s s u e  o f  Leon 
J a s t r e m s k i ' s  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n  c o n t a i n e d  e d i t o r i a l s  a nd  
l e t t e r s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
and  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  D av id  Boyd. On J u l y  13 J a s t r e m s k i  
p r i n t e d  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  p r o t e s t  and  e x p l a n a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  by 
Gunby, Graham and  S t r o n g  when t h e y  w i t h d r e w  f ro m  t h e  J u l y  2 
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a rd .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e y  c o n c u r r e d  on t h r e e  
p o i n t s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  men who met i n  J u l y  composed a  newly  
a p p o i n t e d  B o a rd  m e e t i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ;  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  
p o s s i b l y  l e a r n  enough  a b o u t  U n i v e r s i t y  a f f a i r s  i n  f i v e  
s h o r t  s e s s i o n s  t o  a c t  w i s e l y .  S e c o n d ,  t o  v a c a t e  a l l  o f ­
f i c e s  w i t h o u t  n o t i c e  a n d ,  more i m p o r t a n t ,  w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n g  
t h o s e  rem oved  w i t h  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  h e a r d ,  was u n p r e c ­
e d e n t e d  and c e r t a i n l y  u n f a i r .  When Gunby a n d  S t r o n g  t r i e d  
t o  d e l a y  a c t i o n  by r e f e r r i n g  W a l t o n ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  co m m it ­
t e e  o r  p o s t p o n i n g  i t  u n t i l  t h e  A u g u s t  m e e t i n g ,  t h e y  were  
v o t e d  down by t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  Worse s t i l l ,  S t r o n g  p o i n t e d  
o u t ,  " I t  was g e n e r a l l y  s t a t e d  i n  a r g u m e n t s  by t h e  a d v o c a t e s  
o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  i t s  s o l e  o b j e c t  was t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  
o f  C o l .  B o y d . "  T h i r d ,  o n l y  a  b a r e  quorum p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h e  a c t i o n s  w h ic h  Gunby, Graham and S t r o n g  condemned in  
t h e i r  l e t t e r s  o f  p r o t e s t .  I t  was u n f a i r  t o  t h e  a b s e n t
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mem bers ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a lu m n i  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t o  a c t  w i t h o u t  w a r n i n g  a n d  e v e n  w o r s e  t o  p r o -  
c e d e  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  new p r e s i d e n t .  " I  
am s a t i s f i e d , ” W i l l  S t r o n g  c o n c l u d e d ,  " t h a t  t h e y  / t h e  a b ­
s e n t  m e m b e r s / ,  l i k e  m y s e l f ,  n e v e r  d rea m ed  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e
62u n t i l  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  by Mr. W a l t o n . ” 
E d i t o r  J a s t r e m s k i  p r o v e d  more t h a n  e q u a l  t o  t h e  
t a s k  o f  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  The l e t t e r s  o f  Gunby, 
Graham a n d  S t r o n g  w e r e  p r e c e d e d  by  a l e n g t h y  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
w h ic h ,  i n  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  w o r d s ,  " w i l l  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  a n s w e r  
t h e  c o m p l a i n t s "  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  H o w ev e r ,  i t  d i d  c a s t i ­
g a t e  them  f o r  " t h e i r  r e f u s a l  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  
t h e  m a j o r i t y "  a n d  t h e i r  " v e r y  u n p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c o u r s e  o f  
b r e a k i n g  a  f u l l  q u o r u m . "  I t  a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  f o u r  d a y s  o f  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  m i n o r i t y ' s  a r g u m e n t s ,  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f ro m  
C o l o n e l  Boyd, a n d  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  f a c u l t y  a n d  c a d e t s  c o n ­
v i n c e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  " c o m p l e t e l y  u n s u c ­
c e s s f u l  m an ag em en t"  w h ic h  o n l y  a " t h o r o u g h  r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n "  
c o u l d  c o r r e c t .  As f o r  d e l a y i n g  a c t i o n  u n t i l  A u g u s t ,  
J a s t r e m s k i  t h o u g h t  t h a t  " am p le  t i m e "  h a d  b e e n  g r a n t e d  t o  
D a v id  a n d  t h o s e  who c o n s i d e r e d  h im  " i n d i s p e n s a b l e "  t o
6 2 L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k ly  C a p i t o l i a n , J u l y  1 3 ,  1 8 8 0 .
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p r e s e n t  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t s .  Y / i th o u t  " p r e j u d i c e  o r  f a v o r "
to v /a r d  a n y o n e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  p r o c e d e d  t o  a c t  a t  
63o n c e .
On J u l y  2 0 ,  1S80,  J a s t r e m s k i  d e v o t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  
f r o n t  p a g e  o f  h i s  p a p e r  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s t r u g g l e .  Only 
f i v e  d a y s  e a r l i e r  a  g r o u p  o f  a lu m n i  i n  Nev/ O r l e a n s  p u b ­
l i s h e d  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  c a l l i n g  on e x - c a d e t s  
a n d  p e o p l e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  " g r o s s  i n ­
j u s t i c e "  done  t o  " t h e  man who s i g n e d  o u r  d i p l o m a s . "  They 
a l s o  r e m i n d e d  G o v e r n o r  W i l t z  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  B o a r d  h a d  
o n l y  two " t i t l e d  g r a d u a t e s "  among i t s  members w h e r e a s  t h e  
c h a r t e r  r e q u i r e d  t h r e e .  The p r o t e s t  m u s t  h a v e  s t u n g  
J a s t r e m s k i .  A f t e r  r e p r i n t i n g  i t ,  h e  d e v o t e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  p a g e  t o  h i s  r e b u t t a l .  I n  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  B o a r d ’s  m in ­
u t e s  on J u l y  6 ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  J a s t r e m s k i  t h o u g h t  he  h a d  
p r o v i d e d  p l e n t y  o f  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a c t i o n  t a k e n  by 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  on J u l y  2 .  He a n d  t h e  o t h e r  members who v o t e d  
t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a nd  rem ove  D a v id  h a d  no d e ­
s i r e  " t o  e x p o s e  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  many c a u s e s "  w h ic h  l e d  t o  
t h e i r  a c t i o n .  Nor h a d  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  a n y o n e  t o  c h a r g e  t h a t  
t h e y  a c t e d  w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  g r o u n d s .  But; t h e  a lu m n i  p r o ­
t e s t ,  f r o m  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  " d e f u n c t "  U n i v e r s i t y ,  whose
6 3 I b i d
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" v e r y  name i n  t h i s  community  i s  syn o n im o us  w i t h  s t u p e n d o u s  
f a i l u r e , "  demanded a r e p l y .  I t  was n o t  D av id  o r  t h e  s t a t e  
w h ic h  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  p r o t e s t i n g  g r a d u a t e s  when t h e y  w ere  
c a d e t s ;  i t  was t h e  t r a d e s  p e o p l e  o f  B a to n  Rouge.  They were  
s t i l l  u n p a i d  a n d ,  a s  f a r  as  J a s t r e m s k i  knew, no s e r i o u s  e f ­
f o r t  e x i s t e d  by t h e  s t a t e  o r  t h e  a lu m n i  t o  come t o  t h e i r  
r e l i e f .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  p r o t e s t e r s  t u r n e d  " t h e  v o i c e  o f  c o n ­
d e m n a t io n "  upon  t h e  m a j o r i t y  who s o u g h t  t o  k e e p  t h e  s c h o o l  
f ro m  " t o t a l  r u i n . "  J a s t r e m s k i  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  D a v id  c a p a ­
b l e  o f  " d o i n g  a  d i s h o n e s t  a c t , "  b u t  he was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  
he  l a c k e d  t h o s e  " p e c u l i a r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s "  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
manage w ha t  was m eant  t o  be  a " g r e a t  f r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
l e a r n i n g . "
The e d i t o r  o f f e r e d  s e v e r a l  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  
c o n v i c t i o n .  S i x  weeks e l a p s e d  b e tw e e n  t h e  t im e  G o v e rn o r  
W i l t z  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  new B o a rd  and  t h e  d a t e  s e t  f o r  i t s  
f i r s t  m e e t i n g .  Y e t  i n  t h a t  t i m e  Dav id  f a i l e d  t o  p r e p a r e  a  
d e t a i l e d  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t ,  w h ich  he  m us t  hav e  known he 
w o u ld  be  a s k e d  t o  s u p p l y .  " T h i s , "  commented J a s t r e m s k i ,  
"when t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  w e re  u n p a i d  f o r  two months a nd  by h i s  
own r o u g h  e s t i m a t e  some e i g h t  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a d d i t i o n a l  
w e re  due on t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  f u n d . "  The e d ­
i t o r  a l s o  w a n te d  t o  know why f u n d s  l e g a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  o n ly
f o r  s a l a r i e s  h ad  b e e n  s p e n t  f o r  b o o k s ,  f u r n i t u r e  a nd  
r e m o d e l i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The a m o u n t ,  o v e r  $ 5 , 0 0 0 ,  w o u ld  
h a v e  p a i d  t h e  p r o f e s s o r ’s  s a l a r i e s .  B e s i d e s ,  o f  w ha t  u s e  
w ere  r e p a i r s  on t h e  Asylum b u i l d i n g  i f  t h e  B a r r a c k s  p r o p e r ­
t y ,  a s  r e q u e s t e d ,  was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  by 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t?  O t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  b ad  f i n a n ­
c i a l  p r a c t i c e  i n c l u d e d  D a v i d ’s  f a i l u r e  t o  h i r e  a  c l e r k  f o r  
b o o k k e e p i n g  d u t i e s  when t h e  B o a r d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o r d e r e d  i t  
i n  O c t o b e r ,  1879 .  A t  t h e  same m e e t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  D a v id  e x t e n d  n o  c r e d i t  t o  c a d e t s  f o r  
u n i f o r m s ,  f e e s  a n d  b o a r d .  Y e t  a t  t h e  J u l y  m e e t i n g  he  p r e ­
s e n t e d  a  b i l l  o f  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  owed b y  c a d e t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  
1 8 7 9 -SO. " T h a t  t o o ,  " J a s t i ’e m s k i  n o t e d ,  "when t h e  f a c t  a p ­
p e a r s  t h a t  o v e r  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h o s e  who h a v e  e n t e r e d  t h e  
c o l l e g e  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  h a v e  l e f t  i t . "
Nor w e re  t h e  s i x  s u p e r v i s o r s  who v o t e d  f o r  D a v i d ’s  
r e m o v a l  t h e  o n ly  c r i t i c s  o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  J a s t r e m s k i  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  w h i l e  some o f  
t h e  c a d e t s  i n t e r v i e w e d  " e x p r e s s e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n "  w i t h  
D a v i d ' s  p o l i c i e s ,  o t h e r s  "were  o u t s p o k e n  t h e  o t h e r  w a y . "  
C a d e t  G i l m o r e  o f  S h r e v e p o r t ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  t h o u g h t  D a v id  im ­
p o s e d  t h e  r u l e s  som ew hat  e r r a t i c a l l y .  V?hat w e n t  u n n o t i c e d  
one day m ig h t  be  p u n i s h e d  s e v e r e l y  n e x t  w e ek .  E v e ry  c a d e t
i n t e r v i e w e d  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  t h e  f o o d ,  a n d  some t h o u g h t  
D a v id  h a d  t o o  much pow er  a n d  e x e r c i s e d  i t  a r b i t r a r i l y .
O t h e r  c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  P r o f e s s o r s  
M cCulloch  and  H a i s l i p ,  t h e  r e c a l l  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r ,  t h e  
a b s e n c e  f rom  d u t y  o f  o t h e r  p r o f e s s o r s  whom D a v id  s e n t  t o  
New O r l e a n s  t o  work  a g a i n s t  t h e  L ea k e  b i l l ,  a n d  D a v i d ’s  
p r a c t i c e  o f  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y  " o n l y  when i t  
s u i t e d  h i s  p l e a s u r e . "  " I n  a  w o r d , "  J a s t r e m s k i  c o n c l u d e d ,
" i t  was c l e a r l y  show n t o  t h e  S u p e r v i s o r s  t h a t  h e  was t h e  
r u l e r  o f  e v e r y t h i n g . "  The " o l d "  B o a r d  was p a r t l y  t o  b la m e  
f o r  g i v i n g  h im  s o  much po w e r ,  b u t  c l e a r l y  h e  d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  
t o  a s s u m i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  when t h e y  a u t h ­
o r i z e d  h im  t o  a s k  f o r  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r ' s  r e m o v a l  he  s u b s e ­
q u e n t l y  d i d  s o  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  J a m a r  a  t r i a l  a n d  w i t h o u t  
p r e s e n t i n g ,  when a s k e d ,  any  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h im  t o  t h e  
B o a r d .  "So m u c h , "  J a s t r e m s k i  d e c l a r e d ,  " f o r  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  
o f  t h e  A lu m n i ,  t h a t  C o l .  Boyd was h i m s e l f  r e m o v e d  w i t h o u t  a 
h e a r i n g . "
E d i t o r  J a s t r e m s k i  d i d  n o t  deny  t h a t  D a v id  h a d  
w o rked  t o  " k e e p  u p "  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  But  how h a d  he  d o n e  i t ?  
He s a v e d  " t h e  w r e c k  o f  t h e  o l d  b a n k r u p t  U n i v e r s i t y "  by 
" b r e a k i n g  u p "  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  a n d  
a d d i n g  i t s  " l a r g e "  endowment t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s
" i n s u f f i c i e n t  one . . . w i t h o u t  w h ic h  . . . t h e  / U n i v e r s ±t% / 
w o u ld  u n d o u b t e d l y  h a v e  b e e n  among t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e . "  
S i n c e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  n o t h i n g  h a d  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
" a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  b r a n c h e s "  t o  j u s t i f y  a c q u i s i ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d .  The U n i v e r s i t y  was s t i l l  
" r i d d l e d  w i t h  new l i a b i l i t i e s "  and  s t e a d i l y  l o s i n g  e n r o l l ­
m e n t .  W hat ,  J a s t r e m s k i  demanded,  h a d  become o f  t h e  " g r e a t  
F r e e  U n i v e r s i t y " w h ic h  L o u i s i a n i a n s  h a d  e x p e c t e d  t o  s p r e a d  
l e a r n i n g  and  " c u l t i v a t i o n "  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  commonwealth?
Who c o u l d  deny t h a t  s o  f a r  s u c h  h o p e s  w e re  no more t h a n  a 
" d e l u s i v e  d rea m ?"
Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  J a s t r e m s k i  d e c l a r e d ,  " s i x  
p r a c t i c a l  men, h a v i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a t  h e a r t , "  
c o u l d  come t o  o n l y  one c o n c l u s i o n ;  D a v id  Boyd, t h e  " u n f o r ­
t u n a t e  G e n e r a l , "  h a d  t o  be  r e p l a c e d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  h a d  
t o  be done  a t  once  s o  t h a t  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  f u ­
t u r e  c o u l d  be r e s t o r e d .  The p r o t e s t i n g  a lu m n i  seem ed  t o  
f o r g e t  t h a t  men w e re  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  " s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  g u a r d i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  . . . n o t  
t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p e r s o n a l  m e r i t s  o r  c l a i m s  o f  any  i n d i v i d u ­
a l . "  T h e r e f o r e  he  n o t e d  " w i t h  s o r r o w "  t h e  a c t i n g  g o v e r n o r t e  
r e c e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  H. L. E d w ard s ,  t h e  man 
whose name l e d  t h e  l i s t  o f  a lu m n i  p r o t e s t o r s .  O b v i o u s l y
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Edwards had "prejudged" th e  c a s e ;  he c o u ld  h a r d ly  be
e x p e c te d  t o  a c t  "w ith out b ia s "  when th e  Board r e c o n s id e r e d
64i t s  a c t i o n  a t  t h e  A u g u s t  m e e t i n g .
The same i s s u e  o f  t h e  C a p i t o l i a n  w h ich  c a r r i e d  t h e  
a lu m n i  p r o t e s t  a n d  J a s t r e m s k i ' s  r e b u t t a l  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  a 
d e f e n s e  o f  D a v id  by h i s  f r i e n d  W i l l i a m  S e a y ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
S h r e v e p o r t  S t a n d a r d . Seay  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  a f t e r  
v a c a t i n g  a l l  p r o f e s s o r s h i p s ,  f i l l e d  o n l y  one :  D a v i d ' s .
" I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c o v e r , "  S eay  s n e e r e d ,  "w hich  i s  t h e  
most  p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  i t s  
m a l i g n i t y  o r  i t s  s t u p i d i t y . "  B e c a u s e  o n l y  s i x  men a c t e d ,  
t h e i r  work  was "a  n u l l i t y . "  B e s i d e s ,  no one b u t  a g r o u p  
who h a d  " b i t t e n  t h e m s e l v e s  mad" w o u ld  r e p l a c e  D av id  w i t h  
h i s  b e s t  f r i e n d .  L o c k e t t  w o u ld  " s u f f e r  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  t o  
be  p a l s i e d "  b e f o r e  he  w o u ld  become a p a r t y  t o  " s u c h  n e f a r i -  
ous w o r k . "
F i n a l l y ,  when a  g r o u p  o f  f o r m e r  c a d e t s  s i g n e d  a  p e ­
t i t i o n  d i s p u t i n g  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  J a s t r e m s k i ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e
64 I b i d . , J u l y  2 0 ,  1880.  An a r t i c l e  by C o l .  G eorge  
W a l to n ,  m aking  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same p o i n t s  a s  J a s t r e m s k i ' s , 
a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  T i- i -W eek ly  C a p i t o l i a n  f o r  J u l y  2 4 ,  1880.
65W i l l i a m  S e a y ,  E d i t o r  o f  S h r e v e p o r t  S t a n d a r d , 
q u o t e d  i n  i b i d . , '  J u l y  2 0 ,  1880 .
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U n i v e r s i t y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  C a p i t o l i a n  *s e d i t o r  
r e s o r t e d  t o  r i d i c u l e .  P e t i t i o n s  w e re  s o  com m onp lace ,  
J a s t r e m s k i  r e m a r k e d ,  t h a t  h e  knew o f  one i n t e l l i g e n t  man 
who p u t  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  t o  a  d ocum en t  c a l l i n g  f o r  h i s  own 
h a n g i n g .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  who s i g n e d  t h e  
m o s t  r e c e n t  p e t i t i o n  w e r e  o n l y  "m ere  y o u t h s . "  Members o f  
t h e  B o a r d  w e r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  a c c e p t  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  
D a v i d ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e i r  own. I n  any  
c a s e ,  i f  t h e  B o a r d  was t o  be  " d i c t a t e d  t o "  by  e x - c a d e t s  a n d  
o u t s i d e r s ,  t h e  s o o n e r  i t  b r o k e  u p  and  l e f t  t h e  e n t i r e  man­
a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  b e t t e r  i t  
w o u ld  b e  f o r  e v e r y b o d y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .
Y /h i le  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  war  r a g e d ,  D a v i d  a n d  h i s  p a r t i ­
s a n s  w e re  n o t  i d l e .  G. Mason Graham l e a r n e d  o f  a  Suprem e 
C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  i n v o l v i n g  New O r l e a n s  f l o u r  i n s p e c t o r s  w h i c h  
h e  t h o u g h t  m ig h t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a r d .  I n  t h a t  
c a s e  t h e  c o u r t  h e l d  t h a t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  v a c a n c i e s  w h ic h  
o c c u r r e d  p r i o r  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  a d j o u r n m e n t  h a d  t o  be c o n ­
f i r m e d  by t h e  S e n a t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  become e f f e c t i v e .  T h e r e ­
f o r e ,  i f  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  g a v e  G o v e r n o r  
W i l t z  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a p p o i n t  a  c o m p l e t e l y  new U n i v e r s i t y
6 6 L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k ly  C a p i t o l i a n , A u g u s t  3 ,  1 8 3 0 .
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B o a r d ,  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  named i t  a nd  h a d  i t  c o n f i r m e d  b e f o r e  
t h e  s e n a t e  a d j o u r n e d  i n  A p r i l ,  18 8 0 .  B u t  h e  d i d  n o t  a c t  
u n t i l  t h e  m id d l e  o f  May. The new B o a rd  was n o t  c o n f i r m e d ,  
n o r ,  i f  t h e  f l o u r  i n s p e c t o r  c a s e  w ere  a p p l i c a b l e ,  c o u l d  i t s  
a c t s  be c o n s i d e r e d  l e g a l .
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e rn o r  McEnery was a c t i n g  f o r  G o v e rn o r  
W i l t z  i n  J u l y ,  1 8 8 0 ,  when G e n e r a l  Graham l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  
Supreme C o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n .  Graham w r o t e  t o  him a b o u t  i t ,  
a s k i n g  h im  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  t e n  " o u s t e d "  members o f  t h e  o l d  
B o a r d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  W i l t z  B o a r d ' s  m e e t i n g  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  
A u g u s t  4 .  T hen  he  s e n t  D a v id  a  copy  o f  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n o r .  I f  McEnery d i d  n o t  a c t ,  Graham t o l d  D a v i d ,  some 
o f  t h e  o l d  members o u g h t  t o  go  t o  c o u r t .  M e an w h i le ,  t h e y  
m u s t  do e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  po w er  t o  make s u r e  a l l  o f  t h e i r  
f r i e n d s  on  t h e  new B o a r d  a t t e n d e d  t h e  A u g u s t  m e e t i n g .
T h e i r  s i x  o p p o n e n t s  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  be ' t h e r e  a n d  t h e y  w ould  
n o t  l e t  D a v id  v o t e .
G o v e r n o r  McEnery d i d  n o t  a c t ,  n o r  d i d  a l l  o f  D a v i d ' s  
f r i e n d s  a t t e n d  t h e  A u g u s t  m e e t i n g .  How ever ,  s e v e r a l  mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  o l d  B o a r d  d i d  i n s t i t u t e  a  s u i t .  I r o n i c a l l y ,
67 G. Mason Graham t o  S .  D. McEnery,  c o p y ,  J u l y  15, 
1380;  G. Mason Graham t o  D a v i d  Boyd, J u l y  2 2 ,  1 880 ,  i n  
F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p te m b e r  2 9 ,  1 88 0 .
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o n e  o f  them ,  W. B. E gan ,  was a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  W i l t z  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  D r . J .  C. E gan ,  was  a  member 
o f  t h e  new B o a r d  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  t h e  s u i t  was b r o u g h t *  Even 
m ore  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  Egan  s e r v e d  a s  one  o f  
t h e  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  o l d  B o a r d  when t h e  c a s e  w e n t  t o  c o u r t .  
And W. C, G o o d a l e ,  a p p o i n t e d  s e c r e t a r y  b y  t h e  new B o a r d  a t  
i t s  m e e t i n g  i n  J u l y ,  j o i n e d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  a s  c o u n s e l  f o r  
t h e  d e f e n s e .  One c a n  o n l y  s p e c u l a t e  a s  t o  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d
go
a  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l e g a l  e t h i c s  o f  t h a t  d a y .
The B o a r d  met a s  s c h e d u l e d  on A u g u s t  4 ,  1 8 8 0 ,  As 
G e n e r a l  Graham e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  s i x  who v o t e d  t o  rem o v e  David  
i n  J u l y ,  J a s t r e m s k i ,  F a y ,  W a l to n ,  B e a u r e g a r d ,  P i p e s ,  and 
D o l h o n d e ,  a t t e n d e d  e n  m a s s e . D a v i d ' s  p a r t i s a n s  d i d  n o t .  
Graham ,  Gunby, S t r o n g  a n d  P r i c e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  b u t  D r .  J .  C. 
E g an  a n d  D a v id  h i m s e l f  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r .  Two new men,  named 
s i n c e  t h e  J u l y  m e e t i n g  t o  r e p l a c e  tw o  who h a d  r e s i g n e d ,  a l ­
s o  t o o k  t h e i r  s e a t s .  H. L. E d w a rd s ,  an  a lu m n u s ,  j o i n e d  
D a v i d ' s  f a c t i o n ,  g i v i n g  i t  a  t o t a l  o f  f i v e  v o t e s ,  a n d  E.  C. 
P a y n e  j o i n e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  s t r e n g t h  t o  
s e v e n .  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  S .  D. McEnery p r e s i d e d  i n  t h e
6£>Dr. j .  c .  Egan t o  D av id  B oyd,  J u l y  2 4 ,  18 8 0 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 8 ;  Tom Boyd 
D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1880;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y , 343 .
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a b s e n c e  o f  G overnor W i l t z  who was i l l  i n  C o lo r a d o .
McEnery sh o w ed  t h e  B o a rd  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l  W. B. Egan  a n n o u n c i n g  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  s e e k  an  i n ­
j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  members o f  t h e  new B o a r d  whose a p ­
p o i n t m e n t s  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  by  t h e  s e n a t e .  He s o u g h t  
t o  k e e p  t h e  new B o a r d  f ro m  a c t i n g  i n  any  way u n t i l  t h e  o l d  
B o a r d  c o u l d  t e s t  i t s  l e g a l i t y  i n  t h e  c o u r t s .  E gan  d i r e c t e d  
h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  Andrew H e r r o n  o f  B a t o n  Rouge, t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
i n j u n c t i o n  f ro m  J u d g e  H. Newton S h e r b u r n e  o f  t h e  S e v e n ­
t e e n t h  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ,  b u t  H e r r o n  was t o o  l a t e .  By t h e  
t i m e  h e  r e a c h e d  S h e r b u r n e ,  t h e n  t w e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s  away f r o m  
B a t o n  R ouge ,  t h e  J a s t r e m s k i  f a c t i o n  h a d  a l r e a d y  c o n t a c t e d  
h im  t h r o u g h  A. C. C a lh o u n ,  a  m a t h e m a t i c s  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  S h e r b u r n e  r e f u s e d  t o  g r a n t  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n ,  b u t  
b e f o r e  h e a r i n g  o f  h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  B o a r d ,  on m o t i o n s  by  
J a s t r e m s k i  and  W a l to n ,  moved t o  e m p lo y  c o u n s e l  f o r  d e f e n s e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  o l d  B o a r d ’s  p e n d i n g  s u i t  and  t o  b o n d  i t s e l f  i n  
c a s e  H e r r o n  d i d  r e t u r n  w i t h  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n .  T h us  t h e  new 
B o a r d  c o u l d  a c t  w h i l e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  i t s  l e g a l i t y  was 
s t i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s .  To no o n e ' s  s u r p r i s e ,  b o t h  m o t i o n s  
p a s s e d  on s t r i c t l y  p a r t i s a n  v o te s .® ®
ft n ,
u M in u te s  o f  t h e  B oa rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  
18S0;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p te m b e r  2 9 ,  1380;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 3 43 .
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O th e r  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  d u r i n g  i t s  A u g u s t  
m e e t i n g  w e re  e q u a l l y  p r e d i c t a b l e .  A f t e r  a  few  e f f o r t s  t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  t h e  w ord s  " a p p r o v e "  a n d  " r a t i f y , " t h e  
B o a r d  v o t e d ,  a g a i n  a l o n g  p a r t i s a n  l i n e s ,  t o  " r a t i f y "  t h e  
W a l to n  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  O t h e r  
b u s i n e s s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s o r s  and  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  new r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  b o a r d i n g  
a n d  l o d g i n g  o f  c a d e t s .  The U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n c y ,  w h ic h  
D a v id  w o u ld  h o l d  u n t i l  O c t o b e r  1 ,  18 8 0 ,  a l s o  came b e f o r e  
t h e  B o a r d .  C o l o n e l  S a m ue l  L o c k e t t ,  c h o s e n  t o  f i l l  i t  by 
u n a n im o u s  v o t e  i n  J u l y ,  d e c l i n e d  t h e  h o n o r  " f o r  p e r s o n a l  
a n d  p r i v a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . "  The B o a r d  t h e r e u p o n  o p e n e d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n ,  t h e  s o n  o f  
G e n e r a l  A. S .  J o h n s t o n .  A g r a d u a t e  o f  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n  s e r v e d  on J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s ' s  p e r s o n ­
a l  s t a f f  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  L a t e r  h e  t a u g h t  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  
f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a t  W a s h i n g t o n  C o l l e g e  i n  L e x i n g t o n ,  V i r ­
g i n i a .  I n  1878 h e  p u b l i s h e d  a  b i o g r a p h y  o f  h i s  fam ous 
f a t h e r ,  w h i c h ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  L o u i s i a n a  f a m i l y  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  
b r o u g h t  h im  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a r d ' s  a t t e n t i o n  i n  1 880 .  
M e a n w h i le ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  J a s t r e m s k i  moved t h a t  J .  W. 
N i c h o l s o n ,  t h e  m a t h e m a t i c s  p r o f e s s o r ,  b e  n o t i f i e d  t o  come 
a t  o n c e  t o  B a to n  R o u g e .  T h e r e  h e  was t o  p e r f o r m  w h a t e v e r
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d u t i e s  D avid  fou n d  "too o n e r o u s ” t o  p er form  h i m s e l f .
J a s t r e m s k i  was c l e a r l y  a n n o y e d  w i t h  D a v i d .  F o r  one  
t h i n g ,  t h e  o u s t e d  t r e a s u r e r ,  W i l l i a m  Markham, r e f u s e d  t o  
s u r r e n d e r  U n i v e r s i t y  boo k s  a n d  p a p e r s  t o  h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  
H a rn ey  S k o l f i e l d .  F o r  a n o t h e r ,  D a v id  f a i l e d  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  
P e r m a n e n t  C o m m it te e  on F i n a n c e ,  o f  w h i c h  J a s t r e m s k i  was 
c h a i r m a n ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i t  h a d  b e e n  a s k i n g  f o r  s i n c e  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  J u l y .  On A u g u s t  6 ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  J a s t r e m s k i  p r e s e n t e d  
a r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  w o u ld  h a v e  made J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  t e m p o ­
r a r y  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y .  D a v id  h a d  a b a n d o n e d  h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  J a s t r e m s k i  c h a r g e d ,  by  b o y c o t t i n g  B o a r d  
m e e t i n g ^ ,  by f a i l i n g  t o  s u b m i t  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  F i n a n c e  Com­
m i t t e e ,  a n d  by q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  B o a r d ' s  v a l i d i t y  i n  t h e  
c o u r t s .  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  b l o c k e d  J a s t r e m s k i ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  
r e p l a c e  h im  a s  p r e s i d e n t .  How ever ,  a n o t h e r  p r o p o s a l  s p o n ­
s o r e d  by t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d  D a v i d ' s  
p o w e rs  by  a w a r d i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b o a r d i n g  d e ­
p a r t m e n t  t o  a c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  A f t e r  
some a d d i t i o n a l  h a g g l i n g  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  p a r t i s a n  l i n e s ,  t h e
7f)
B o a rd  a d j o u r n e d  u n t i l  O c t o b e r ,  1 S S 0 . ,W
^ M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  5 ,
6 , O c t o b e r  4 ,  5 ,  1880;  L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n ,
A u g u s t  5 ,  10,  O c t o b e r  5 ,  13S0; F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y , 3 8 1 - 8 2 ;  A r t h u r  M a r v in  Shaw, W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s to n :
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A few d ay s  a f t e r  a d jo u r n m e n t  J a s t r e m s k i  commented 
on t h e  Board  s e s s i o n  i n  h i s  n e w s p a p e r .  D e s p i t e  t h e  " b i t t e r  
d e n u n c i a t i o n s "  l e v e l e d  a g a i n s t  him and  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  
J u l y ,  J a s t r e m s k i  d e c l a r e d ,  t h e  c o u r s e  t h e y  c h a r t e d  t h e n  h a d  
b e e n  " d u l y  s u s t a i n e d "  by a  v o t e  o f  s e v e n  t o  f i v e  i n  A u g u s t .  
He p r a i s e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  f o r  i t s  " c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a t t e n t i o n "  
t o  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  i n t e r e s t s ,  r e c o u n t e d  w h a t  s t e p s  h a d  b e en  
t a k e n  t o  r e f o r m  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f e e s  and  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  h e n c e f o r t h  a l l  f e e s  w o u ld  
be  p a y a b l e  i n  a d v a n c e .  A l l  t h a t  r e m a i n e d ,  J a s t r e m s k i  c o n ­
c l u d e d ,  was f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  t o  g i v e  t h e  new a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n  a  " f a i r  t r i a l . " 7 -*-
I n  t h e  m ost  l i t e r a l  s e n s e  t h e  new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
was a l r e a d y  on t r i a l .  G. Mason Graham, W. B. E g an ,  T.  L. 
G r im e s ,  J .  G. D e s l a t t e s ,  M. A. S t r i c k l a n d ,  J .  L. B r e n t ,
R. A. R y la n d ,  a n d  D av id  Boyd, a l l  members o f  t h e  o l d  Board ,  
b r o u g h t  s u i t  a g a i n s t  J a s t r e m s k i  a n d  i i i s  c o l l e a g u e s  on t h e  
new B o a rd  som e t im e  d u r i n g  J u l y ,  1SS0. T h e i r  a c t i o n ,  d e ­
s i g n e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  new B o a r d ' s  l e g a l i t y ,  was s t i l l  p e n d i n g
A T r a n s i t i o n a l  F i g u r e  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y  (B a to n  Rouge,  1943), 
157,  1 6 1 - 6 2 .
7 ^ L o u is ia n a  T r i-W e e k ly  C a p i t o l i a n . A u g u st  12 , 1 8 8 0 .
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i n  t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  when A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  
Egan  s o u g h t  h i s  i n j u n c t i o n  i n  A u g u s t .  As a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d ,  
J u d g e  H. Newton S h e r b u r n e  r e f u s e d  t o  g r a n t  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n .  
Som etim e l a t e r  h e  a l s o  u p h e l d  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e  new B o a rd ,  
w h e re u p o n  Graham a nd  t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  o l d  B o a r d  a p ­
p e a l e d  t o  t h e  Suprem e C o u r t . ^2
M e a n w h i le ,  D a v id  s t i l l  t h o u g h t  o f  h i m s e l f  as  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  O t h e r s  d i s a g r e e d .  The S t .  
B e r n a r d  E a g l e , q u o t e d  i n  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ' s  p a p e r  on A u g u s t  
19,  1 880 ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  D a v id  a s  " e x - p r e s .  Boyd" a n d  s p e c u ­
l a t e d  a b o u t  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  " I t  i s  r u m o r e d , "  r e m a r k e d  t h e  
E a g l e , " t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  w i l l  r e a s s e m b l e  a t  an  e a r l y  d a t e  f o r  
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  n o m i n a t i n g  a  p r e s i d e n t  . . .  a n d  t h e  name o f
R. S .  M c C u l lo c h  a n d  t h e  t a l e n t e d  s o n  o f  t h e  r e v e r e d  Gen.
/ —  *"7 7 °A l b e r t  S i d n e y  J o h n s o n  / s i c /  a r e  p r o m i n e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d . "
S p e a k i n g  f o r  i t s e l f ,  t h e  C a p i t o l i a n  h a d  a  " p r e f e r e n c e "  f o r
R. S .  M c C u l lo c h ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  "be  v e r y  g r a t i f i e d "  i f  t h e
B o a r d  d e c i d e d  i n s t e a d  on e x - G o v e r n o r  F r a n c i s  T .  N i c h o l l s .
^ T o m  Boyd D i a r y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1880;  B r i e f  o f  a p ­
p e a l  t o  t h e  Suprem e C o u r t  o f  L o u i s i a n a  by G. Mason Graham, 
e t  a l .  v e r s u s  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ,  e t  a l . , u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 8 ,  Box 2 0 .
73 S t .  B e r n a r d  E a g l e , u n d a te d ,  q u o t e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a
T r i - W e e k ly  C a p i t o l i a n , A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 8 8 0 .
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" T h i s , ” declaimed J a s t r e m s k i ,  " w ou ld  be  h a i l e d  w i t h  
u n i v e r s a l  a p p r o b a t i o n . " ' ^
The B o a r d  c o n v e n e d  on O c t o b e r  4 ,  1880 ,  f o r  i t s  
r e g u l a r  f a l l  s e s s i o n .  Only o ne  man, H. L. E d w a r d s ,  r e p r e ­
s e n t e d  D a v i d ' s  f a c t i o n .  The o t h e r s  p r e s e n t  i n c l u d e d  
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  
E d u c a t i o n  E .  H. F a y ,  a nd  members  W a l t o n ,  P i p e s ,  a n d  D o l ­
h o n d e .  G o v e r n o r  W i l t z  p r e s i d e d .  W a l to n  moved t h a t  t h e  
B o a rd  i n v i t e  "Mr. D. F .  Boyd"  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  i t  i n  o r d e r  
t h a t  h e  m i g h t  s t a t e  h i s  g r i e v a n c e s ,  " w i t h  t h e  v ie w  o f  
h a v i n g  same r e m o v e d  i f  p o s s i b l e . "  The B o a r d  a s s u r e d  "Mr. 
Boyd" t h a t  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  w o u l d  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a n y  r e c o g n i ­
t i o n  by h im  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  l e g a l i t y .  D a v i d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n ,  b u t  no  m e e t i n g  o f  m inds  se em s  t o  h a v e  o c c u r r e d .
^ L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n , S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  
18S0.  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  N i c h o l l s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  p o t e n t i a l  
o b s t a c l e  i n  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  M c E n e r y ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p a t h  t o  
t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  a n d  t h a t  McEnery a n d  J a s t r e m s k i  w e re  
bosom f r i e n d s ,  t h e  C a p i t o l i a n Ts  e d i t o r  may h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  
t o  " k i c k  N i c h o l l s  u p s t a i r s . "  McEnery,  W i l t z  a n d  B u r k e  made 
common c a u s e  i n  1879 t o  l o p  o n e  y e a r  o f f  N i c h o l l ' s  t e r m  
w h ic h  p r o b a b l y  o f f e n d e d  t h e  l a t t e r .  W i l t z  d i e d  i n  1881 a n d  
McEnery r a n  f o r  g o v e r n o r  i n  h i s  own r i g h t  i n  1 8 8 4 .  F o u r  
y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  s o u g h t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  n o m i n a t i o n  a g a i n ,  b u t  
N i c h o l l s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a  " r e f o r m "  c o a l i t i o n  w h i c h  m anaged  t o  
d e f e a t  M c E n e ry ' s  b i d  i n  t h e  p a r t y  c o n v e n t i o n .  H ow ever ,  t o  
k e e p  McEnery f ro m  u s i n g  h i s  s t r e n g t h  a g a i n s t  h im  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  N i c h o l l s  h a d  t o  p r o m i s e  t h e  o u t g o i n g  
McEnery a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  Suprem e C o u r t .  H a i r ,  
" A g r a r i a n  P r o t e s t  i n  L o u i s i a n a , "  2 0 0 - 2 0 6 .
515
On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day  t h e  B o a rd  a u t h o r i z e d  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
J a s t r e m s k i  t o  t a k e  l e g a l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  W i l l i a m  Markham, 
t h e  e x - t r e a s u r e r ,  a n d  A. W. R o u n t r e e ,  a  member o f  t h e  o l d  
B o a r d .  B o th  had  r e f u s e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  b o o k s  t o  t h e  
new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  As f o r  D a v i d ,  a n o t h e r  r e s o l u t i o n  
d e c l a r e d :
W h ereas  C o l .  D. F .  Boyd, t h e  l a t e  P r e s ,  o f  t h i s  __ 
i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  now f u n c t u s  o f f i c i o  / o u t  o f  o f f i c e /  
by  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  B o a r d  a n d  n o t  w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  
r e f u s e s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  Bd. . . . a n d  n e g l e c t s  t o  
t u r n  o v e r  t o  s a i d  B o a r d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  b e l o n g i n g  t o  
s a i d  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e  b e  i t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e  
V ic e  P r e s . ,  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  i s  f u l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
make a n  a m i c a b l e  demand upon  Boyd f o r  t h e  r e n d i t i o n  
o f  h i s  a c c o u n t s  a s  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t o  demand t h e  t u r n  
o v e r  o f  a l l  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t o  f u r t h e r  
demand t h a t  Boyd c e a s e  & d e s i s t  f r o m  o b s t r u c t i n g  t h e  
Bd. . . . And i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  r e f u s a l  by Boyd t o  
a c c e d e  i n  w ho le  o r  i n  p a r t ,  t h e n  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  i s  
a u t h o i ' i z e d  t o  t a k e  any  l e g a l  a c t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  . .
B e s i d e s  a u t h o r i z i n g  l e g a l  a c t i o n  t o  c o m p e l  r e c o g n i ­
t i o n  o f  i t s  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  new B o a r d  e l e c t e d  a  p r e s i d e n t  t o  
s u c c e e d  D a v i d .  On t h e  f i i * s t  two b a l l o t s  t h e  B o a r d  g a v e  
t h r e e  v o t e s  t o  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n ,  two t o  Dabney H.
75 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  5 ,  
1 88 0 .  J a s t i - e m s k i ' s  pow er  i n  t h e  B o a r d  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  by 
O c t o b e r ,  1 8 8 0 .  I n  t h e  A u g u s t  s e s s i o n  h e  t r i e d  t o  h a v e  h i s  
f r i e n d ,  D r .  L.  F . R e y n a u d ,  named U n i v e r s i t y  s u r g e o n  a n d  
p r o f e s s o r  o f  a n a to m y .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  B o a r d  r e t a i n e d  t h e  i n ­
cu m b e n t ,  D r .  J .  W. D u p r e e ,  a  f r i e n d  o f  D a v i d ' s .  B u t  i n  
O c t o b e r ,  J a s t r e m s k i  moved a n d  t h e  B o a r d  a p p r o v e d  t h e  
t e m p o r a r y  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  o f  ana tom y  and 
t h e  s a l a r y  t h a t  w e n t  w i t h  i t .
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Maury,  and  one t o  D av id  Boyd. On t h e  t h i r d ,  how ever ,  H. L. 
Edwards c a s t  a b l a n k  b a l l o t ,  a n d  J o h n s t o n  d e f e a t e d  Maury 
f o u r  t o  o n e .  N o t i f i e d  by t e l e g r a m ,  J o h n s t o n  a c c e p t e d  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  a t  o n c e .  Tom Boyd a n d  S .  M. R o b e r t s o n ,  whom D av id  
h a d  n o m in a t e d  a s  " a c t i n g  p r o f e s s o r s "  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  w e r e  
a l s o  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  by  t h e  B o a r d .  A. A. Gunby 
r e g i s t e r e d  s h o c k  when he  l e a r n e d  t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  " I  was much s u r p r i s e d , " he  w r o t e  
D a v i d , " a t  t h e  c o u r s e  p u r s u e d  by / S .  R o b e r t s o n  & T .  D.
Boyd i n  a c c e p t i n g  p o s i t i o n s  f ro m  y o u r  d e s t r o y e r s .  T h e r e  i s  
s o m e t h i n g  i n  my c o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  p r e c l u d e s  
me f rom  s h a k i n g  h a n d s  ' a c r o s s  & b l o o d y  c h a s m . *
D a v id ,  h o w e v e r ,  was n o t  a  " v e n g e f u l "  man. He a d ­
v i s e d  R o b e r t s o n  and Tom t o  a s k  t h e  new B o a r d  f o r  j o b s  a n d  
a l t h o u g h  he  d e c l a r e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a c t  a s  p r e s i d e n t  u n ­
t i l  p r e v e n t e d  "by l e g a l  p r o c e s s , "  he d i d  n o t  b a l k  when 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  J a s t r e m s k i  o b t a i n e d  a  c o u r t  o r d e r  t o  a cc o m ­
p l i s h  t h a t  v e r y  e n d .  On O c to b e r  7 ,  1SS0, J u d g e  H. N. 
S h e r b u r n e  e n j o i n e d  D a v id  from i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  any way w i t h
76 •M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A ugus t  4 ,  5, 
ISSOj D av id  Boyd t o  Thomas Boyd, S e p tem b er  3 0 ,  1880, i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1; A.  A. Gunby t o  D. 
F .  Boyd, O c t o b e r  17,  1S80, i n  Boyd (David  F . ) P a p e r s ,
Box 10.
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t h e  Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  and i t s  management o f  th e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  D avid  a c q u i e s c e d .  P en d in g  t h e  outcome o f  th e  
o ld  B o a r d 's  a p p e a l  t o  th e  Supreme C o u rt ,  David d id  e v e r y ­
t h i n g  he c o u ld  t o  e n c o u r a g e  good  o r d e r  among th e  c a d e t s  and 
t o  o r g a n iz e  th e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  a c c o u n t s  i n  c a s e  th e  a p p e a l  
p ro ved  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  I f  he had n o t ,  Tom Boyd commented,
few c a d e t s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t  t o  g r e e t  P r e s i d e n t
77J o h n s t o n  when h e  a r r i v e d  i n  N o v e m b e r . '*
The L o u i s i a n a  Suprem e Coui’t  h e a r d  t h e  o l d  B o a r d ’s  
a p p e a l  s o m e t im e  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 .  I n s t e a d  o f  
r e n d e r i n g  a  v e r d i c t ,  i t  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  c a s e  on a t e c h n i c a l ­
i t y .  B e c a u s e  t h e  c a s e  i n v o l v e d  a c o n t e s t  f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  
t o  w h ic h  "no  s a l a r y  o r  p e c u n i a r y  p e r q u i s i t e ” was a t t a c h e d ,  
t h e  C o u r t  r e f u s e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  F o r  D a v i d  a nd  
h i s  f a m i l y ,  a  " p e c u n i a r y  i n t e r e s t "  c e i - t a i n l y  was i n v o l v e d .  
They  w e r e  s o  p o o r  l a t e  i n  1880  t h a t  D a v i d  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  
f a r e  t o  New O r l e a n s  t o  h e a r  t h e  c a s e  a r g u e d .  T h e n ,  a s  i f  
h i s  cup  w e r e  n o t  b i t t e r  e n o u g h ,  D a v id  l e a r n e d  f r o m  G e n e r a l  
Sherman t h a t  L i e u t e n a n t  M. F .  Ja m ar  h a d  b e e n  r e a s s i g n e d  t o
77Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  November 2 2 ,  1885;  G. Mason 
Graham t o  D av id  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  4 / ? / ,  I 8 6 0 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  W a l t e r  
L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  
1 8 7 3 - 9 0 ,  Box 2; J u d g e  H. N. S h e r b u r n e ,  I n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
D a v id  Boyd,  O c t o b e r  7 ,  1 8 80 ,  i b i d .
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  G o v e r n o r  W i l t z  a n d  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1881 ,  J a m a r  a r r i v e d  t o  
r e s u m e  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s .  T h i s  
t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  he  a l s o  became com m andant ,  t h e  p o s t  D av id  
f o u g h t  s o  h a r d  t o  deny  h im  o v e r  a  y e a r  b e f o r e .  I n  w h a t  
a m o u n te d  t o  a  l e t t e r  o f  c o n d o l e n c e  G e n e r a l  She rm an  e x h o r t e d  
D a v id  t o  l e a v e  L o u i s i a n a .  He h a d  h o p e d ,  when t h e  war  
e n d e d ,  t h a t  L o u i s i a n a  w o u ld  " s h a k e  o f f  t h e  s h a c k l e s  o f  
p a r t y "  and  r i s e  t o  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  a  "m odern  s t a t e . "  B u t  i t  
h a d  n o t  h a p p e n e d .  Y/ould D a v id  " s t i l l  c l i n g  t o  t h e  w r e c k  
a nd  g o  down w i t h  i t ? "  Sherm an  h o p e d  n o t .  "Look o v e r  t h e  
new c e n s u s  t a b l e s , "  h e  u r g e d  D a v i d ,  " a n d  s e e  w h e re  f l o w s  
t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p a r t  o f  new l i f e .  G e t  i n t o  i t  / t h e  c u r r e n t /  
an d  k e e p  i n  i t ,  and  i t  may / y e t /  l a n d  you  a n d  y o u r s  i n  a 
b e t t e r  p l a c e .  You c a n  h a r d l y  g e t  i n t o  a  w o r s e . "78
^®Mary B e l l  H u f f ,  "A L e g a l  H i s t o r y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e "  
( u n p u b l i s h e d  M. A. t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1935), 
63;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  November 2 2 ,  1885;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 344;  D a v id  Boyd t o  J .  D. K e n to n ,  November 
2 7 ,  1SS0, i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7; W. T. Sherm an 
t o  D a v id  Boyd, t e l e g r a m ,  November 2 3 ,  1S80,  i b i d . , Box 10;
IV. T. Sherm an  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  Decem ber  2 ,  1880 ,  i n  
B oyd-Sherm an  L e t t e r s .
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The l o n g  a n d  b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  waged i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
and  summer o f  1880 v/as by no means t h e  f i r s t  b a t t l e  D av id  
h a d  f o u g h t .  But  i t  was t h e  m o s t  i n t e n s e  a n d  i t  e n d ed  i n  
h i s  d e f e a t .  I t  a l s o  r e v e a l e d  i n  s t a r k  o u t l i n e s  some o f  t h e  
more s t i ’i k i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y *  F i r s t  and  f o r e ­
m o s t ,  D a v id  was a man i n c a p a b l e  o f  g u i l e ,  d i s s i m u l a t i o n ,  
c i r c u m s p e c t i o n  a n d  e v e n  t a c t .  I f  any q u a l i t y  i n  h i s  c h a r ­
a c t e r  s t o o d  o u t  above  a l l  o t h e r s ,  i t  was h i s  a l m o s t  o b ­
s e s s i v e  n e e d  t o  e x p r e s s  w h a t  he  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  t r u t h .  T h i s  
t r a i t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  h i s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  i n v e c t i v e  a n d  s a r c a s m ,  
managed t o  w in  him many e n e m ie s  d u r i n g  h i s  l o n g  c a r e e r .  But  
i f  he d e t e c t e d  a n y t h i n g  c o r r u p t ,  d i s h o n e s t  o r  s e l f - s e r v i n g  
i n  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  a n y o n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  m ig h t  b r i n g  
harm t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  s t o p  him f rom  p o i n t ­
i n g  i t  o u t .  As P r o f e s s o r  N i c h o l s o n  p u t  i t  y e a r s  l a t e r ,
D av id  was n o t  an " a r t f u l  p l a n n e r . "  When he  t h o u g h t  he  was 
r i g h t ,  he  f o r g e d  a h e a d ,  " l i t t l e  t h i n k i n g  o f  o r  c a r i n g  f o r  
t h e  e x p o s u r e  o f  h i s  p l a n  t o  t h e  enemy, and  l i t t l e  c a l c u ­
l a t i n g  hov/ much m ig h t  be  g a i n e d  . . .  by ' g o i n g  a r o u n d  a 
m o u n ta i n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  i t .
79C o l ,  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n ,  Remarks on t h e  f i r s t  a n n i ­
v e r s a r y  o f  D av id  B o y d ' s  d e a t h ,  May 2 7 ,  1900,  i n  Boyd (D av id  
F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 16 .
520
Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i t  i s  j u s t  a s  w e l l  t h a t  
Dav id  d i d  n o t  s h r i n k  f rom  combat  o r  c o n t r o v e r s y .  He d i d  
i s s u e  and  r e c e i v e  s e v e r a l  c h a l l e n g e s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
h i s  c a r e e r ,  a l t h o u g h  no n e  e v e r  w en t  be yond  t h e  l e t t e r -  
w r i t i n g  s t a g e .  As f o r  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  h i s  f r i e n d s  t h o u g h t  he  
c o u l d  n o t  e x i s t  h a p p i l y  w i t h o u t  i t .  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  once  
a c c u s e d  h im  o f  g e t t i n g  i n t o  b a t t l e s  j u s t  t o  s e e  i f  h e  c o u l d  
w in ,  a nd  D a v id  h i m s e l f  t h o u g h t  he  d i d  h i s  b e s t  work  when 
u n d e r  a t t a c k .  But  e v en  when h i s  f i g h t s  were  d e a d l y  s e r i ­
o u s ,  D av id  d i d  n o t  b e a r  a  g r u d g e .  McCulloch  and  J a m a r ,  f o r  
e x a m p le ,  l a t e r  became h i s  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  a t  l e a s t  one B o a rd  
member who v o t e d  t o  f i r e  him i n  1880 l a t e r  a d m i t t e d  h i s  
r e g r e t . ^ ®
J u s t  a s  p r o m i n e n t  i n  D a v i d ' s  c h a r a c t e r  a s  h i s  d e v o ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  h i s  n e e d  t o  t e l l  i t  was h i s  h i g h l y  
d e v e l o p e d  s e n s e  o f  d u t y .  D u ty ,  D a v id  t a u g h t  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  
was t h e  m ost  n o b l e  w ord  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e .  I t  was t h e  m ost  
v a l u a b l e  q u a l i t y  t h e y  c o u l d  d e v e l o p .  I f  t h e y  l e a r n e d  
n o t h i n g  e l s e  i n  f o u r  y e a r s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e i r  e d u c a ­
t i o n  w o u ld  be w o r t h  t h e  c o s t .  The b oy s  d i d  n o t  a lw ay s  a g r e e
S ^R. T. B e a u r e g a r d  t o  D a v id  B oyd , May 2 5 ,  1 8 9 7 ,  i n
Boyd (Thomas) P a p e r s ,  1 8 9 7 ,  Box 3 .
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w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s .  B u t  y e a r s  l a t e r  
t h e y  a p p r e c i a t e d  D a v i d ’s  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  t h e y  l o v e d  a n d  a d ­
m i r e d  h im  f o r  p r a c t i s i n g  w h a t  h e  p r e a c h e d .  The f a c t  i s  
t h a t  D a v id  s e t  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  h i m s e l f  t h a n  a n y o n e  
e l s e .  H i s  f r i e n d s  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w ere  i m p o s s i b l e .  They  
r e m o n s t r a t e d  w i t h  h im  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  when i t s  s u r ­
v i v a l  s e e m e d  u n l i k e l y .  B u t  h e  w o u ld  n o t  " l e a v e  h i s  p o s t "  
u n t i l  f o r c e d  o u t  a s  h e  was i n  1880 .
O t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  D a v i d ' s  c h a r a c t e r  w h ic h  s h o u l d  be 
m e n t i o n e d  w ere  h i s  b r o a d n e s s  o f  v ie w ,  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
c o u n t  c o s t s  a n d  h i s  i m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  t h o s e  who w o u ld  n o t  o r  
c o u l d  n o t  s h a r e  h i s  v i s i o n  o f  w h a t  a  U n i v e r s i t y  o u g h t  t o  
b e .  As t h e  m e r g e r  law h e  com posed  i n d i c a t e s ,  D a v id  b e ­
l i e v e d  i n  e d u c a t i n g  t h e  w h o le  man: h i s  m ind ,  h i s  body  and
h i s  s p i r i t .  To t h a t  e n d  h e  s p e n t  s i z e a b l e  am oun ts  on  p a i n t ­
i n g s ,  b o o k s ,  e x h i b i t s  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o g r a m s .  D a v id  
t h o u g h t  i t  was w e l l  w o r t h  t h e  c o s t ,  b u t  c r i t i c s  a c c u s e d  him 
o f  e x t r a v a g a n c e  a nd  b a d  j u d g m e n t .  None,  h o w e v e r ,  c o u l d  
f a u l t  h i s  h o n e s t y ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  t h o u g h t  o f  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i v e  s k i l l s  o r  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r i o r i t i e s .
D a v i d ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  s h a r e  pow er  w i t h  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  
an d  t o  d e f e r  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  i s  a l s o  w o r t h  n o t i n g .  He was 
a  s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  who b e l i e v e d  i n  s t r o n g  e x e c u t i v e
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  u n i v e r s i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  As a  r e s u l t ,  he  
made s u r e  t h a t  h i s  m e r g e r  law  i n c o r p o r a t e d  p r o v i s i o n s  which  
l i m i t e d  p r o f e s s o r s  t o  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h i n g  and  a l l o w e d  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  a  f r e e  h a n d  i n  s h a p i n g  p o l i c y .  No d o u b t  G e n e r a l  
S h e r m a n ' s  i d e a s  a n d  D a v i d ' s  own e x p e r i e n c e  u n d e r  a n  i n a c t i v e  
B o a rd  c o n v i n c e d  h im  t h a t  s u c h  a s y s t e m  w o rk e d  b e s t .  B u t  i t  
i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  D a v i d  l i k e d  power  f o r  i t s e l f .  He b r a g g e d  
a b o u t  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  assum e  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
when t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  n e e d  seem ed  t o  r e q u i r e  i t ,  a n d  he  
o n c e  r e f u s e d  t o  r u n  a  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  u n l e s s  he  c o u l d  c o n ­
t r o l  i t  a b s o l u t e l y .  By 1SS0, h o w e v e r ,  t h e  B o a r d  was no 
l o n g e r  i n a c t i v e  a n d  many o f  D a v i d ' s  c o l l e a g u e s  h a d  grown 
r e s t i v e  u n d e r  one-m an r u l e .  Not o n l y  h i s  e n e m i e s ,  b u t  some 
o f  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  t o o ,  t h o u g h t  h e  s h o u l d  r e l i n q u i s h  some o f  
h i s  p o w e rs  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y .
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  v e r y  t r a i t s  i n  D a v i d ' s  c h a r a c t e r  w h ic h  
e n a b l e d  h im  t o  s a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a f t e r  1865 s e e m e d  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  r u n  i t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  1880 .
F o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  h e  b a t t l e d  d o g g e d ly  a n d  a l o n e  a g a i n s t  
e v e r y  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  e x i s t e n c e .  N o t h i n g  c o u l d  
d i s t r a c t  h im f rom  h i s  s e l f - i m p o s e d  m i s s i o n .  B u t  by  1877 
t h e  m a j o r  b a t t l e s  h a d  b e e n  won.  N a t i v e  Avhites c o n t r o l l e d  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f u n d  g u a r a n t e e d  t h e
s c h o o l  a  s m a l l  b u t  r e g u l a r  incom e ,  and  D a v i d ' s  p r o u d e s t  
a c h i e v e m e n t ,  t h e  a c t  o f  m e r g e r ,  p r o v i d e d  a  l e g a l  f o u n d a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  t r u l y  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y .  What t h e  s c h o o l  n e e d e d  i n  1880 ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was a  
c o m p e t e n t  m a n a g e r ,  n o t  a  d e d i c a t e d  g l a d i a t o r ;  someone who 
c o u l d  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  m eager  b u d g e t  and  i n  harmony w i t h  
a n  a c t i v i s t  B o a r d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  D av id  c o u l d  n o t  acco m ­
m o d a te  t o  t h e  c h a n g e d  c o n d i t i o n s .  He h ad  r u n  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  a l o n e  f o r  s o  lo n g  t h a t  he c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  a  s u b o r ­
d i n a t e  r o l e  g r a c e f u l l y .  W orse ,  h e  m i s t r u s t e d  t h e  m o t i v e s  
o f  h i s  c r i t i c s ,  and  he  e q u a t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  c h e c k  h i s  
a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  a s s a u l t s  on  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i t s e l f .  I n  sum, 
D a v i d  i d e n t i f i e d  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  he  
c o u l d  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  h i s  own. 
I n d e e d ,  he  h a d  no e x i s t e n c e  s e p a r a t e  f rom t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
a n d  t h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  t r a g e d y .  By 1880 t h e  s c h o o l  c o u l d  
s t a n d  a l o n e ,  b u t  Dav id  c o u l d  n o t .  The r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  was 
m u te  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h a t  f a c t .
CHAPTER XI
EXILE
On F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  D a v id  Boyd f o r m a l l y  s u r r e n d e r e d  
most  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o p e r t y  i n  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  t o  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Leon J a s t r e m s k i .  W i t h  J a s t r e m s k i ' s  
c o n s e n t  h e  k e p t  c e r t a i n  a c c o u n t  books  u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  be  
" p r o p e r l y  b a l a n c e d , "  J a s t r e m s k i  t h e n  a s k e d  G o v e r n o r  W i l t z  
t o  c o n v e n e  a  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  b e c a u s e  s e v e r a l  
m a t t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D a v i d ' s  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
r e q u i r e d  a c t i o n  by t h e  e n t i r e  m e m b e r s h ip .  On F e b r u a r y  25 
t h e  B o a r d  a s s e m b l e d  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  By t h a t  t i m e  i t s  t r e a ­
s u r e r ,  H a r n e y  S k o l f i e l d ,  h a d  e x a m in e d  D a v i d ' s  a c c o u n t s ,  b u t  
n o t  e v e r y o n e  was p r e p a r e d  t o  a c t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  r e p o r t .  
Two members moved t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  b o o k s  a n d  
v o u c h e r s  on w h ic h  i t  was b a s e d ,  be  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  F i n a n c e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  A n o t h e r  w a n t e d  t h e  B o a rd  t o  h i r e  an  " e x p e r t "  t o  
exam ine  a l l  t h e  d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  H, L, E d w a r d s ,  one o f  D a v i d ' s  
p a r t i s a n s ,  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  D a v i d  h i r e  an  e x p e r t  o f  h i s  own. 
David  g a v e  t h e  B o a r d  a  p e r s o n a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  a c c o u n t s
5 2 4
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on F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  b u t  i t ,  t o o ,  f a i l e d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  c a u t i o u s  
m a j o r i t y .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e n t i r e  q u e s t i o n  was p o s t p o n e d  u n t i l  
t h e  A p r i l  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  D a v id  r e c e i v e d  an  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  r e ­
s u b m i t  h i s  c l a i m s  a t  t h a t  t im e . '* -
D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  few w eeks  D a v id  h a d  h i s  b o o k s  e x ­
am in ed  by two a c c o u n t a n t s ,  S .  L. G u y o l  o f  S t .  Jo h n  P a r i s h  
a nd  G e o rg e  H e n d e r s o n  o f  B a to n  R o u g e .  G u y o l  h a d  s e r v e d  a s  
D a v i d ' s  c l e r k  b e f o r e  1877 a n d  was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y ’s  b u s i n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  D a v i d ' s  m e th o d s  o f  m a k in g  e n t r i e s  
i n  i t s  b o o k s .  A f t e r  s p e n d i n g  a  week  c h e c k i n g  a l l  f i n a n c i a l  
r e c o r d s  k e p t  by D a v i d  b e t w e e n  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 7 7 ,  a n d  J u l y ,  1880,  
G uyo l  a d v i s e d  G. Mason Graham t h a t  e v e r y  c e n t  r e c e i v e d  a n d  
d i s b u r s e d  was " a c c o u n t e d  f o r  p r o p e r l y . "  Only  one m in o r  d i s ­
c r e p a n c y  a p p e a r e d  a n d  i t  c o u l d  b e  c o r r e c t e d  e a s i l y  i f  Gen­
e r a l  Graham w o u l d  s u b m i t  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  v o u c h e r .  G u y o l  
t h o u g h t  D a v i d ' s  b o o k s  s p o k e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  "An e x p e r i e n c e d  
b o o k k e e p e r , "  h e  commented t o  G raham , " w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  u s e d  
t h e  same t e r m s  . . .  o r  g o ne  s o  much i n t o  d e t a i l ,  b u t  t h e  
e n t r i e s  a r e  n o n e t h e l e s s  c o r r e c t  a n d  show t h e  same r e s u l t s  
t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  i f  k e p t  by someone e l s e . " ^
^ M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  
2 6 ,  1 88 1 .
2S .  L. G u y o l  t o  G. Mason Graham, A p r i l  2 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 8 .
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D a v id  b e g g e d  G uyo l  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  i n  B a to n  Rouge 
when t h e  B o a rd  c o n v e n e d  i n  A p r i l ,  b u t  Guyol  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  
b e c a u s e  he  c o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  h i s  b u s i n e s s .  He d i d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
o f f e r  D a v id  some " f o o l ' s  a d v i c e "  a f t e r  a p o l o g i z i n g  f o r  h i s  
b o l d n e s s .  G uyo l  t h o u g h t  D a v id  s h o u l d  h a v e  a l l  h i s  bo ok s  
a n d  p a p e r s  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  B o a r d ' s  p e r u s a l  e v e n  i f  h e  h a d  t o  
w o rk  a l l  n i g h t .  He s h o u l d  a l s o  rem ov e  a l l  h i s  p r i v a t e  c o r ­
r e s p o n d e n c e  f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f i l e s .
B u n d le  u p  y o u r  t h i n g s  a n d  l e a v e  t h a t  b l d g .  a s  s o o n  a s  
y o u r  a c c t ' s  a r e  t u r n e d  o v e r  . . . N ever  s a c r i f i c e  
y o u r s e l f , y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  y o u r  f r i e n d s  f o r  a n o t h e r  p u b ­
l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Y o u ' l l  n e v e r  g e t  any  t h a n k s  f o r  i t ,  
y o u ' l l  l o s e  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  m o s t  p e o p l e  w i l l  c a l l  
you  a  f o o l .  You h a v e  d on e  more f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a n  
any  man w i l l  e v e r  d o - - .  . . a n d  w h e re  a r e  you  t o d a y ?  
K i c k e d  o u t  l i k e  a  d o g j " ^
Y/hen t h e  B o a r d  met  i n  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  on A p r i l  6 ,  
1881 ,  i t s  own e x p e r t ,  T r e a s u r e r  H a rn e y  S k o l f i e l d ,  v e r i f i e d  
A c c o u n t a n t  G u y o l ' s  f i n d i n g s  i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t :  D a v i d ' s  bool?S
b a l a n c e d  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  s m a l l  d i s c r e p a n c y  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  
due  t o  G, Mason G r a h a m 's  f a i l u r e  t o  s u b m i t  a  t r a v e l  v o u c h ­
e r .  S k o l f i e l d ' s  r e p o r t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  
two  p r i n c i p l e  f u n d s  w e re  h e a v i l y  i n d e b t e d  t o  D a v i d ,  Between 
November ,  1878 ,  a n d  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 80 ,  he  h a d  a d v a n c e d  a b o u t
3 S .  L. G u y o l t o  D a v id  B oyd , A p r i l  2 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  i n  Boyd
(D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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$ 3 , 0 4 7  o f  h i s  own money t o  c o v e r  w h a t  t h e  Endowment Fund  
owed i n  e m p lo y e e  w a g e s ,  p o s t a g e ,  f r e i g h t  b i l l s ,  t r a v e l  e x ­
p e n s e s  f o r  p r o f e s s o r s ,  l i b r a r y  b o o k s ,  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  e q u i p ­
m e n t .  D a v id  a l s o  h a d  a  c l a i m  o f  n e a r l y  $ 2 , 1 0 0  a g a i n s t  t h e  
C a d e t  M a i n t e n a n c e  F und .  T h a t  amount r e f l e c t e d  money p a i d  
f ro m  h i s  own f u n d s  t o  s a t i s f y  v a r i o u s  c r e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y .
A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  T r e a s u r e r  S k o l f i e l d ' s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m it te e  a d v i s e d  t h e  B o a r d  n o t  t o  p a y  some $900  o f  
D a v i d ' s  $ 3 , 0 4 7  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  t h e  Endowment F u n d .  T h a t  much, 
t h e y  a r g u e d ,  h a d  b e e n  s p e n t  i n  e x c e s s  o f  w h a t  t h e  B o a r d  
a u t h o r i z e d  o r  on i t e m s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  by  t h e  B o a r d .  The 
c o m m i t t e e  a l s o  f o u n d  D a v i d ' s  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  t h e  M a i n t e n a n c e  
Fund  t o  be  e x c e s s i v e .  I t  recommended a  r e d u c t i o n  o f  o v e r  
$600  i n  t h e  $ 2 , 1 0 0  am o u n t  a n d  e v e n  more i f  t h e  B o a r d  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  D a v i d ' s  e x p e n d i t u r e s  on p o s t a g e  a n d  t e l e g r a m s  t o o  
l a r g e .  The c o m m i t t e e  d i d  recommend t h e  r e t u r n  o f  s e v e r a l  
p i e c e s  o f  f u r n i t u r e  c l a i m e d  by D a v id  a n d  t h e y  d i d  a g r e e  t o  
pay  h im  o v e r  $ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  s a l a r y  owed t o  h im  b u t  w i t h h e l d  u n ­
t i l  h e  s u r r e n d e r e d  h i s  b o o k s .  H ow eve r ,  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  a s ­
sume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a  $ 1 , 3 0 0  p e r s o n a l  n o t e  w h ic h  D av id  
n e g o t i a t e d  t o  p a y  f o r  an  e x p e n s i v e  p a i n t i n g  o f  Lee a n d  
J a c k s o n .  Known a s  t h e  J u l i o  p a i n t i n g ,  i t  h a d  b e e n
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c o m m is s io n e d  some y e a r s  b e f o r e  on t h e  u n d e i ' s t a n d i n g  t h a t  i t
w o u l d  b e  p a i d  f o r  by " f r i e n d s "  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  B u t  t h e
" f r i e n d s "  s u b s c r i b e d  l e s s  t h a n  a  t h i r d  o f  i t s  c o s t .  To
" s a v e "  i t  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D a v id  g a v e  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  a g e n t
h i s  p e r s o n a l  n o t e  f o r  $ 1 , 3 0 0 .  When t h e  B o a rd  f i r e d  h im ,  h e
c o u l d  no l o n g e r  m ee t  t h e  p a y m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  e x e c u t o r  o f  t h e
a r t i s t ' s  e s t a t e  b e g a n  c l a m o r i n g  f o r  t h e  p a i n t i n g .  D av id
e x p l a i n e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  B o a rd :
I  w o u ld  g l a d l y  pay  t h e  n o t e s  a n d  l e t  t h e  p i c t u r e  
r e m a i n  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  t h a t  seems i m p o s s i b l e .
So my l a s t  c h a n c e  t o  s a v e  t h e  p i c t u r e  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  
i s  a  f a i n t  h o p e  t h a t  y o u r  h o n o r a b l e  body c a n  i n  some 
way s a t i s f y  t h e  e x e c u t o r ’s  c l a i m . 4
B u t  t h e  members o f  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t te e  w ere  u n i m p r e s s e d .
T hey  u r g e d  t h e  B o a r d  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  p a i n t i n g  w h e n e v e r  i t s
o w n e r s  a p p e a r e d  t o  c l a i m  i t .  A few m o n th s  l a t e r  D av id
somehow m anaged  t o  r e t i r e  t h e  n o t e  a n d  d o n a t e  t h e  J u l i o
p a i n t i n g  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  t i m e  t h e  B o a r d  was more
r e c e p t i v e .  On J u l y  4 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  t h e y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  p a i n t i n g  f o r
t h e  s c h o o l  " w i t h  t h a n k s . "
W i th  o n l y  two e x c e p t i o n s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  recom m ended  b y
^ D a v id  Boyd t o  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  c o p y ,  A p r i l  4 ,  
1881 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 3 ;  M in u te s  o f  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1881;  L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  
C a p i t o l i a n .  A p r i l  5 ,  1 8 8 1 .
529
t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m it te e  i n  A p r i l  was a p p r o v e d  by t h e  B o a r d .  
The f u l l  m e m b e r s h ip  v o t e d  t o  r e p a y  D a v id  w h a t  h e  h a d  a d ­
v a n c e d  f r o m  h i s  own f u n d s  t o  pay  e x - p r o f e s s o r  H a i s l i p ' s  
s a l a r y .  And t h e y  r e i m b u r s e d  h im  f o r  w h a t  h e  s p e n t  t o  l e a s e  
a  w a s h h o u s e  n e a r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  D a v id  r e n t e d  t h e  w a s h ­
h o u s e  w i t h  h i s  own f u n d s  when he  f o u n d  o u t  i t  was b e i n g  
u s e d  f o r  im m o ra l  p u r p o s e s .  The F i n a n c e  C o m m it tee  c h a r g e d  
h e  a c t e d  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t y ,  b u t  a  b a r e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  B o a r d  t h o u g h t  h e  h a d  done  s o  i n  a  g o od  c a u s e .
D a v id  was n o t  h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  
h i s  a f f a i r s  a t  i t s  A p r i l  m e e t i n g .  On May 14 ,  1881 ,  he  s e n t  
a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  a lu m n i  a n d  e x - c a d e t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  
w h ic h  h e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  m a in  p o i n t s  i n  " t h e  r e c e n t  s o - c a l l e d  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y . "  I t s  s o l e  o b j e c t ,  D a v id  
c h a r g e d ,  was t o  g e t  r i d  o f  h im ,  " n o t h i n g  m ore ,  n o t h i n g  
l e s s . "  T h i s  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  done  a f t e r  a  new B o a r d ,  " w i t h o u t  
p r o p e r  w a r r a n t  o f  l a w , "  h a d  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r  
a n d  s u s t a i n e d  by  a  j u d i c i a r y  w h i c h  a c t e d  " s o  a s  t o  f o r f e i t  
t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h o n o r a b l e  members o f  t h e  b a r . "  B u t  t h e  
i n s t i g a t o r s ,  D a v i d  c h a r g e d ,  w e r e  L i e u t e n a n t  J a m ar  a n d  h i s  
f r i e n d s ,  some o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  whose  s a l a r y  h a d  b e e n
^ M in u tes  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  5 ,  J u l y
4 ,  1881; L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k ly  C a p i t o l i a n , A p r i l  5 ,  1 8 8 1 .
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r e d u c e d ,  a n d  t h e  " l i t t l e  c l i q u e  o r  r i n g "  t h a t  w a n t e d  t o  r u n  
B a t o n  Rouge f o r  i t s  own p o l i t i c a l  a g g r a n d i z e m e n t .  They  
c o u l d  n o t  a d m i t  t h e  " r e a l "  r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  r e m o v a l ;  t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  t h e y  r e s o r t e d  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  " p r e t e x t s . "  They b l a m e d  
h im  f o r  l e t t i n g  e n r o l l m e n t  d e c l i n e  f ro m  179 t o  s e v e n t y  
d u r i n g  h i s  l a s t  y e a r  a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  m e n t i o n  a n  
o u t b r e a k  o f  t y p h o i d  a n d  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  c e r t a i n  p r o f e s s o r s  
a s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  t h a t  d e c l i n e .  "B u t  i f  I was a  
f a i l u r e  w i t h  70  c a d e t s  on my r o l l , "  D av id  a s k e d  t h e  a l u m n i ,  
" s h a t  a r e  t h e y ,  t h i s  new B o a r d ,  who hav e  t o d a y  b u t  38 
c a d e t s  . . . b o a r d i n g  . . . and  18 day  s c h o l a r s  f rom  B a to n  
R ouge?  I f  I  was a f a i l u r e ,  c an  t h e y  be  a  s u c c e s s ? " ®
As f o r  t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  h i s  a c c o u n t s  w e r e  n o t  up  t o  
d a t e  when c a l l e d  f o r  i n  J u l y ,  1 8 8 0 ,  D av id  a r g u e d  t h a t  u n t i l  
h i s  r e m o v a l  h e  d i d  t h e  work  o f  " t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o f f i c e r s  w i t h  
t h e  pay  o f  o n l y  o n e . "  The new B o a r d ,  h e  n o t e d ,  d i v i d e d  up  
w h a t  he u s e d  t o  do among s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  a n d  " t h e  new p r e s ­
i d e n t  / t f i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n /  k e e p s  n o t  a  B ook ,  n o r  
makes a  f i g u r e  o f  a c c o u n t . "  F i n a l l y ,  t o  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  
t h a t  he  v i o l a t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  by  e x t e n d i n g  c r e d i t  t o  c a d e t s ,
g
D a v id  Boyd t o  t h e  A lum ni and E x -C a d e t s  o f  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ,  May 1 4 , 1 8 8 1 ,  i n  F le m in g  (W a lter  L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s ,  1 8 7 3 - 9 0 ,  Box 2 .
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D a v id  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  i f  h e  " o p e r a t e d  o t h e r w i s e , "  many 
c a d e t s  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  s t a y e d  i n  s c h o o l .  B e s i d e s ,  h e  p o i n t ­
e d  o u t ,  t h e  new B o a r d  was g u i l t y  o f  t h e  same " c r i m e . "  I n  
s p i t e  o f  i t s  own r u l e  r e q u i r i n g  paym en t  i n  a d v a n c e ,  i t  
f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x t e n d  c r e d i t  t o  c a d e t s  f ro m  t h e
rj
b e g i n n i n g  o f  i t s  t e n u r e  i n  O c t o b e r ,  18 80 .*
Even  more i n d i c a t i v e  o f  D a v i d ' s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  B o a r d ' s  p r o c e e d i n g s  a t  i t s  A p r i l  m e e t i n g  was a  
l e t t e r  he  s e n t  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  New O r l e a n s  D e m o cra t  
on A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 8 8 1 .  B e c a u s e  t h e  B o a rd  h a d  n o t  p u b l i s h e d  
H a rn e y  S k o l f i e l d ' s  r e p o r t  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  h i s  a c c o u n t s ,  
D a v id  t h o u g h t  i t  a d v i s a b l e  t o  s e n d  t h e  D e m o c ra t  a  c o p y ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r s  and  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  two o t h e r  " e x ­
p e r t s , "  G e o r g e  H e n d e r s o n  a n d  S .  L. G u y o l ,  on t h e  sam e t o p i c .  
A l l  t h r e e ,  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  f o u n d  h i s  a c c o u n t s  t o  be  c o r r e c t .  
D a v id  a l s o  s e n t  t h e  D em ocra t  *s e d i t o r  s u m m a r i e s  o f  t h e  a s ­
s e t s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Endowment a n d  C a d e t  M a i n t e n a n c e  
F u n d s .  B o t h ,  h e  n o t e d ,  sh o w ed  c r e d i t  b a l a n c e s .  T h i s ,  t o o ,  
was n o t  c l e a r  i n  t h e  B o a r d ’s  p u b l i s h e d  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  A p r i l  
m e e t i n g .  D a v id  h a d  n o t  a t t e n d e d  t h a t  m e e t i n g ,  b u t  " u n o f ­
f i c i a l l y , "  he  l e a r n e d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o b j e c t i o n s  h a d  b e e n
7 I b i d .
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r a i s e d  t o  r e p a y i n g  him a l l  t h e  money h e  h a d  s p e n t  f rom  h i s
own p o c k e t  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I f  t h e  B o a rd  e v e r
i n f o r m e d  h im  " o f f i c i a l l y "  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  i t s  o b j e c t i o n s ,
he  m ig h t  "deem i t  w o r t h w h i l e  t o  show t h e  p u b l i c ,  i f  n o t  t h e
new B o a r d , "  t h a t  i t s  o b j e c t i o n s  w ere  " n o t  w e l l  f o u n d e d . "
M eanw hile ,  w h a t  t h e  B o a rd  d i d  p r i n t  a b o u t  h i s  c l a i m s ,  h e
c o n s i d e r e d  m i s l e a d i n g .  I n  D a v i d ' s  w o r d s :
A s i n g u l a r  f a t a l i t y  h a s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  p r o ­
c e e d i n g s  o f  t h i s  new B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  i n  n e a r l y  
e v e r y t h i n g  r e l a t i n g  t o  me. I f  a n y t h i n g ,  i t  w ou ld  
seem ,  c o u l d  be  o m i t t e d ,  o r  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  d i s a d ­
v a n t a g e ,  d e t r i m e n t  o r  i n j u r y  o f  me, s u c h  d i s p a r a g e ­
ment o r  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  was a l m o s t  s u r e  t o  be.®
D a v i d ' s  s t r u g g l e  t o  h a v e  h i s  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  e v a l u a t e d  f a i r l y  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  m onths  a f t e r  h i s  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  New O r l e a n s  D e m o c r a t . But  by t h e  s p r i n g  o f  
1881 he  h a d  more c o m p e l l i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  c o n f r o n t .  He was 
une m p lo y ed  and  h i s  w i f e  was e x p e c t i n g  t h e i r  s e v e n t h  c h i l d .  
How lo n g  h e  c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  pay  t h e  t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  a  
month f o r  t h e i r  r e n t e d  h o u s e  was a  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n .  G. 
Mason Graham, c u s t o d i a n  o f  t h e  o l d  S e m in a ry  p r o p e r t y  i n  
R a p i d e s ,  o f f e r e d  t o  l e t  t h e  Boyds l i v e  i n  one o f  t h e  u n o c ­
c u p i e d  p r o f e s s o r ' s  c o t t a g e s  on t h e  S e m in a ry  g r o u n d s .  But
O
° D a v id  Boyd t o  E d i t o r ,  New O r le a n s  D em o cra t . May 15,
1 8 8 1 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k ,  1 4 7 .
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t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n  i n  A p r i l ,  1 8 8 1 ,  t o  p a y  p a r t  o f  
D a v i d ' s  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  a  s h e r i f f ' s  s a l e  
o f  a  h o u s e  f ro m  a  b a n k r u p t  e s t a t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J u n e  k e p t  
t h e  f a m i l y  i n  B a to n  R ou g e .  D a v i d ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  t o  go e l s e ­
w h e re  t o  f i n d  a j o b . ®
F o r  a  w h i l e  D a v i d  c o n s i d e r e d  t a k i n g  some k i n d  o f  
w ork  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  A L o u i s i a n a  c o n g r e s s m a n  o f ­
f e r e d  h im  a p o s i t i o n  a s  c l e r k  o f  a  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  l e a v e s  a n d  o t h e r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  p l a n n e d  f o r  
t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .  C o l o n e l  L o c k e t t  t h o u g h t  he m i g h t
®G. Mason Graham t o  D a v i d  F .  Boyd ,  March 11 ,  18 81 ,  
i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6; L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n , J u n e  2 5 ,  
1881;  D a v i d  Boyd,  A c c o u n t  Boole e n t r y ,  J u n e  2 5 ,  1881;  E t t i e  
Boyd t o  Mamie (Mary C . )  W r i g h t ,  A u g u s t  6 ,  1881 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 1 5 .  E t t i e ' s  m o t h e r  a n d  s i s t e r ,  Mary 
W r i g h t ,  l i v e d  w i t h  t h e  Boyds i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g  u n ­
t i l  t h e  f a m i l y  moved t o  r e n t e d  q u a r t e r s  i n  l a t e  1879 o r  
e a r l y  1 8 8 0 .  T hen  t h e  W r i g h t s  a p p a r e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  C h e n e y -  
v i l l e .  M rs .  W r i g h t ,  E t t i e ' s  m o t h e r ,  d i e d  i n  t h e  summer o f  
1881 a n d  E t t i e  a s k e d  h e r  s i s t e r  t o  come b a c k  t o  B a to n  Rouge 
t o  l i v e  w i t h  h e r  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  D a v id  was a b o u t  t o  go 
t o  V i r g i n i a .  On A u g u s t  4 ,  1881 ,  E t t i e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  Mary 
t h a t  one  o f  t h r e e  p a y m e n ts  h a d  b e e n  made on  t h e  h o u s e  D a v id  
b o u g h t  a t  t h e  S h e r i f f ' s  s a l e  i n  J u n e ,  1 8 8 1 .  I f  t h e y  c o u l d  
n o t  pay  t h e  o t h e r s  when t h e y  becam e d u e ,  t h e y  m ig h t  h a v e  t o  
g i v e  t h e  p l a c e  u p  o r  s e l l  w h a t e v e r  i n t e r e s t  E t t i e  s t i l l  r e ­
t a i n e d  i n  t h e  W r i g h t  f a m i l y  e s t a t e .  "Any way we w i l l  make 
a  c l o s e  s h a v e  t o  k e e p  i n d e p e n d e n t , "  s h e  t o l d  h e r  s i s t e r .
" I  l i v e  p r e t t y  w e l l  s o m e t i m e s  a n d  p r e t t y  b a d l y  s o m e t i m e s . "  
E t t i e  Boyd t o  Mary C. W r i g h t ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  i n  W r i g h t  
( J e s s e  D . ) P a p e r s ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  Box 1.
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b e t t e r  a p p l y  f o r  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  j o b  on t h e  same p r o j e c t ,  
b u t  G e n e r a l  Sherman a d v i s e d  h im  t o  a v o i d  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p lo y ­
m ent  a l t o g e t h e r .  " E v e r y o n e , "  he  t o l d  D a v i d ,  came t o  Wash­
i n g t o n  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  j o b  a n d  t h e n  b a r e l y  m anaged  t o  "eke  
o u t "  a  l i v i n g .  B e s i d e s ,  e v e n  t h o s e  who f o u n d  g oo d  p o s i ­
t i o n s  o f t e n  l o s t  th em  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r . 1®
S h e r m a n ' s  a d v i c e  m u s t  h a v e  c o n v i n c e d  D a v i d .  By 
J u n e ,  1 88 1 ,  h e  was a g a i n  l o o k i n g  f o r  em ploym en t  i n  t h e  o n ly  
a r e a  he  knew: e d u c a t i o n .  The p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  W est  V i r g i n i a  was v a c a n t  a n d  D a v id ,  who l e a r n e d  o f  i t  
r a t h e r  l a t e ,  made a s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  j o b .  He 
a s k e d  s e v e r a l  p r o m i n e n t  p e o p l e  f o r  l e t t e r s  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  
i n c l u d i n g  G o v e r n o r  L o u i s  W i l t z  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  G e n e r a l  S h e r ­
man, a n d  J o h n  E a t o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  B u r e a u  o f  E d u c a ­
t i o n .  B u t  t h e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s  o f  W est  V i r g i n i a  c h o s e  t o  
r e t a i n  t h e  a c t i n g  p r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  D a v id  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  s e e k  
a v a c a n t  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  t h e r e  a l t h o u g h  Sherm an  a n d  C o l o n e l  
L o c k e t t  b o t h  t h o u g h t  h e  s h o u l d . H
10E .  W. R o b e r t s o n ,  C o n g re s sm a n ,  t o  D. F ,  Boyd, t e l e ­
g ram ,  December  16, 1880 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7; 
C o l .  S .  H. L o c k e t t  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, May 9 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  i n  F lem ing  
( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 9 ;  W. T .  Sherm an  t o  
D a v id  F .  Boyd,  May 13, 1881 ,  i n  B oyd-Sherm an  L e t t e r s .
1 :iR. G. F e r g u s o n  t o  D. F .  Boyd, May 3 1 ,  1881;  Gov­
e r n o r  L o u i s  A. W i l t z  t o  G o v e r n o r  H. M. M a t th ew s  o f  W est  
V i r g i n i a ,  J u n e  2 ,  1881; J o h n  E a t o n  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J u n e  4 ,
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I n s t e a d ,  D a v id  c a r r i e d  o u t  p l a n s  f i r s t  d r a f t e d  i n  
1876 .  He r e t u r n e d  t o  V i r g i n i a  t o  r u n  a  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  
b o y s  p r e p a r i n g  t o  e n t e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a .  On May 
2 2 ,  1881,  F .  H. S m i th  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  
i n f o r m e d  h im  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  M ad iso n  C o u n ty ,  
V i r g i n i a .  The p r o p e r t y ,  L o c u s t  D a le  Academy, was owned by 
a  Mrs .  G ordon  whose  h u s b a n d  o p e r a t e d  i t  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  a  
few m on ths  e a r l i e r .  G o rd o n ,  a Y a n k e e ,  r a n  L o c u s t  D a le  s u c ­
c e s s f u l l y  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  R. J .  H ancock ,  
D a v i d ' s  e x - p u p i l  who l i v e d  i n  A l b e m a r l e  C o u n t y .  H ancock  
was s u r e  D a v id  c o u l d  s u c c e e d  t h e r e  t o o .  He knew t h e  s c h o o l  
t h r o u g h  a f r i e n d  a n d  o f f e r e d  t o  v i s i t  i t  f o r  D a v id  i n  a n  
e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  t e r m s .
Som etim e e a r l y  i n  J u l y ,  1 8 81 ,  D a v id  d e c i d e d  t o  r e n t  
L o c u s t  D a l e .  H ancock  was d e l i g h t e d .  He u r g e d  D av id  t o  h i r e  
t h e  two men t h e n  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  s c h o o l .  B o t h ,  h e  u n d e r ­
s t o o d ,  h a d  "go o d  r e p u t a t i o n s "  a n d  w o u ld  no d o u b t  be  a b l e  t o  
c o n v i n c e  m ost  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  boys  t o  r e m a i n .  The m a t h e ­
m a t i c s  i n s t r u c t o r ,  L a r k i n  W i l l i s ,  h a d  b e e n  a t  L o c u s t  D a l e  
f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s .  He was e a g e r  t o  s t a y  a n d  D a v i d  h i r e d  h im
1881 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 8 ;  W. T .  Sherman t o  D.
F .  Boyd, J u n e  2 ,  1881 ,  i n  B oy d -Sh e rm an  L e t t e r s ;  C o l .  S .  H. 
L o c k e t t  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J u n e  2 ,  1881 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) 
P a p e r s , Box 7 .
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by t e l e g r a m .  A few w eeks  l a t e r  D a v id  i s s u e d  a  " p r o s p e c t u s 11 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  t e a c h e r ,  P h i l i p  M a jo r ,  w o u ld  a l s o  
r e m a i n .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  Jam es  W. K e r n ,  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  J .  T .  B r i n g i e r ,  an  " e l e v e "  o f  V i r ­
g i n i a  M i l i t a r y  Academy, w o u ld  j o i n  t h e  L o c u s t  D a le  s t a f f .  
B r i n g i e r ,  a  L o u i s i a n i a n ,  f o r m e r l y  a t t e n d e d  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  commandant t h e r e  a f t e r  L i e u t e n a n t
1 9J a m a r  r e f u s e d  t h e  p o s t  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1880 .
L i e u t e n a n t  J a m a r ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  whose  r e c a l l  t o  
a c t i v e  d u t y  D a v i d  h a d  o b t a i n e d  i n  J u n e ,  1880 ,  a n d  whose  r e ­
t u r n  t o  B a to n  Rouge t h e  B o a r d  m anaged  t o  a r r a n g e  s i x  m o n ths  
l a t e r ,  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a g a i n  i n  
J u l y ,  1S81. The  o r d e r s  a r r i v e d  w h i l e  t h e  B o a r d  was i n  
r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .  Only t h e  day  b e f o r e ,  P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m  
P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n  h a d  p r a i s e d  J a m a r  i n  t h e  m o s t  e x t r a v a g a n t  
t e r m s  a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  good  
o r d e r .  His  r e c a l l ,  Tom Boyd n o t e d ,  c a u s e d  " w e e p in g  a n d  
w a i l i n g  and  g n a s h i n g  o f  t e e t h .  / B u t /  t h i s  t i m e , "  Tom Boyd 
i n s i s t e d ,  " C o l .  Boyd h a d  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  t o  do w i t h  t h e
12F. H. S m i th  t o  D. F .  Boyd, May 2 2 ,  1881 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7;  R, J .  H anco ck  t o  D. F .  Boyd, J u n e
8 , 3 0 ,  J u l y  7 ,  1881 ,  i b i d . , Box 15; L a r k i n  W i l l i s  t o  D. F .
Boyd,  J u l y  12 ,  1881 ,  i b i d . , Box 10; P r o s p e c t u s  o f  L o c u s t
D a le  Academy, S e s s i o n  o f  1 8 8 1 - 8 2 ,  i b i d . , P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,
Box 19 .
537
m a t t e r ,  t h o u g h  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  was  a t t r i b u t e d  s o l e l y  t o  
h i m . ” 13
I n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 8 1 ,  D a v id  l e f t  B a to n  Rouge f o r  V i r g i n i a  
w h e re  h e  s t a y e d  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  o f  1883 .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
y e a r  h i s  s c h o o l  o p e r a t e d  a t  L o c u s t  D a le  i n  M adison  C o u n t y .  
The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  h e  moved t o  Greenw ood,  o n l y  a  few m i l e s  
away f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  N e i t h e r  l o c a ­
t i o n  p r o v e d  t o  be  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  D a v id  
seem ed  i n c a p a b l e  o f  m ak ing  h i s  p a t r o n s  p a y  c a s h .  Only  a  
week a f t e r  h e  w e n t  t o  V i r g i n i a  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham 
w r o t e :  " I  h a v e  b u t  one  p i e c e  o f  a d v i c e  t o  v o l u n t e e r  t o  you.
13M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  1, 2 ,  
1881;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  November 2 2 ,  1885 .  A few m o n ths  
l a t e r  e x - p r o f e s s o r  P e n d l e t o n  K in g  h e a r d  a b o u t  J a m a r ' s  r e ­
t u r n  t o  r e g u l a r  d u t y .  He a s k e d  Tom i f  i t  w e r e  due  t o  t h e  
e x p i r a t i o n  o f  Jam ai* 's  t h r e e  y e a r  a s s i g n m e n t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o r  " f o r  h a v i n g  ' t o o  much c o r n  b r e a d  p u t  up  i n  a  j u g ? ™  
Ja m a r  was a  h e a v y  d r i n k e r  a n d ,  a s  D av id  p u t  i t ,  t h e  " b e s t  
r e t a i l e r  o f  d i r t y  j o k e s  i n  t h e  A rm y ."  Y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  was 
d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  t h e  army f o r  d r u n k e n n e s s  a n d  t h e  m i s a p p r o -  
p t i a t i o n  o f  f u n d s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd, D a v i d ’s 
s o n .  LeRoy seem s n e v e r  t o  h a v e  f o r g i v e n  J a m a r  f o r  h i s  
p a r t  i n  D a v i d ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  b u t  D av id  d i d .  He t r i e d ,  u n ­
s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  t o  h a v e  Jam ar  r e i n s t a t e d  by t h e  a rm y .  I n  
1897 J a m a r  w r o t e  D a v i d  a  l o n g  l e t t e r  t o  e x p l a i n  h i s  d i s g r a c e  
a n d  t o  t h a n k  him f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  h i s  b e h a l f .  He a l s o  
s e n t  D a v i d  a  s m a l l  memento t a k e n  f rom  t h e  b i e r  o f  G e n e r a l  
Sherman i n  whose  h o n o r  g u a r d  h e  s e r v e d  when t h e  g e n e r a l  d i e d  
i n  1891 .  P e n d l e t o n  K ing  t o  Tom Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  1881 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1; D a v i d  Boyd t o  
A lu m n i ,  May 14, 18 8 8 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k ;  
M. J a m a r  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  18, 1897 ,  i b i d . . Box 8 .
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L e t  i t  b e  a Mede a n d  P e r s i a n  law  t o  yo u  t h a t  you  c r e d i t  
n o o n e ,  no m a t t e r  w h o , o r  w h e r e  f r o m .  I f  you  o n c e  d e v i a t e  
f r o m  t h i s  r u l e ,  y r .  b a l a n c e  w i l l  a lw a y s  b e  on t h e  w rong  
s i d e  o f  t h e  s h e e t .  B u t  G r a h a m 's  a d v i c e  h a d  l i t t l e  e f ­
f e c t .  Even b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  B a to n  R ouge ,  D a v id  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  
s e v e r a l  L o u i s i a n a  p a p e r s  t h a t  he  w o u ld  e d u c a t e  a  num ber  o f  
L o u i s i a n a  boyd  " f r e e  on t h e i r  p r o m i s e  t o  p a y . "  I t  was p r e ­
c i s e l y  t h i s  s o r t  o f  " i n d u l g e n c e "  w h i c h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  
c h a r g e d  a g a i n s t  D a v i d  when i t  f i r e d  h im i n  1880 a n d  w h i c h  
h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n ,  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  
s t o p p e d  when he  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  i n  J u l y ,  18 8 1 .
O p e r a t i n g  h i s  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  on a  c r e d i t  b a s i s  was 
one  r e a s o n  f o r  D a v i d ' s  f a i l u r e  i n  V i r g i n i a ;  a n o t h e r  was h i s  
f a i l u r e  t o  s t a y  on t h e  j o b .  A s u r v e y  o f  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
b e t w e e n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 81 ,  when h e  w e n t  t o  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  A u g u s t ,  
1883 ,  when h e  f i n a l l y  l e f t ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  he  was a b s e n t  some 
24S d a y s  o u t  o f  7 3 7 .  Even  g e n e r o u s  a l l o w a n c e s  f o r  C h r i s t ­
mas h o l i d a y s  and  summer v a c a t i o n s  c a n  n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  s u c h
14G. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, A u g u s t  16,  1881, 
i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 - 8 5 ,  Box 6.
15E r n e s t  Wyche t o  D a v id  B oyd , A u g u st  1 7 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  i n
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15; M in u te s  o f  t h e  B oard  o f
S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  1 ,  1 8 8 1 ,
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a  p o o r  r e c o r d .  The s c h o o l  c l o s e d  o n l y  two w eeks  a t  
C h r i s t m a s ,  a n d  L o c u s t  D a le  o f f e r e d  a  summer s e s s i o n  i n  
1882 a l t h o u g h  D a v id  d i d  n o t  s t a y  i n  V i r g i n i a  t o  s u p e r v i s e  
i t .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  s t r a n g e r s ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  a n d  e v e n  D a v i d ' s  
c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s  i n  V i r g i n i a  made r e p r o v i n g  comments a b o u t  
h i s  f r e q u e n t  t r i p s  away f ro m  t h e  s t a t e ,  D a v i d ' s  b r o t h e r ,  
C h a r l i e  Boyd, h e a r d  ru m o r s  f a r  away i n  Y / y t h e v i l l e .  " P e r ­
s o n s  i n  t h a t  r e g i o n  / n e a r  D a v i d ' s  s c h o o l / , "  h e  r e p o r t e d  t o  
D a v i d ,  " a r e  r e m a r k i n g  a good  d e a l  up o n  y o u r  num erous  a b ­
s e n c e s  . . . a n d  a r e  u s i n g  i t  i n  a  d e t r i m e n t a l  w a y . " 1®
R. J ,  H a n co ck ,  who o f t e n  l o a n e d  D a v id  money t o  m ee t  h i s  
c o m m i tm e n t s ,  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  more  f r a n k .  A f t e r  e x c u s i n g  
h i m s e l f  on t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  f o r  " w r i t i n g  p l a i n l y , " 
he  c r i t i c i z e d  D a v id  f o r  h i s  num erous  e x c u r s i o n s  t o  L o u i s i ­
a n a  i n  s e a r c h  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  s t u d e n t s .  "You c o m p l a i n  o f  
y o u r  V i r g i n i a  p a t r o n a g e  . . . B u t  a l l  t h e  summer / o f  1 8 8 2 /  
you  w e r e  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  . . . And a l l  t h i s  t i m e  . . . / o t h e r  
s c h o o l m a s t e r s /  w e r e  w o r k i n g  f o r  l i f e  i n  V a . "  I n s t e a d  o f  
" c a n v a s s i n g "  p e r s o n a l l y  f o r  new p u p i l s  f r o m  " C h a r l e s t o n  t o  
G a l v e s t o n , "  H an co ck  t h o u g h t  D a v id  o u g h t  t o  c u l t i v a t e  V i r ­
g i n i a n s .  O u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  h e  m i g h t  b e t t e r  r e l y  on
16C. R . Boyd t o  D a v id  B oyd , J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  i n
Boyd (D a v id  F .  ) P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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n e w sp a p e r  a d v e r t i s i n g .  ,fA s h o r t  c a r d  i n  a l l  t h e s e  p a p e r s
w i l l  n o t  c o s t  h a l f  a s  much a s  y o u r  t r a v e l l i n g  e x p e n s e s
. . . and  w ou ld  m ee t  t h e  e y e s  o f  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e ~ - Don*t  you
17s e e ?” i m p l o r e d  H anco ck .  '
D a v id  was aw are  t h a t  h i s  many a b s e n c e s  w o u ld  a l i ­
e n a t e  V i r g i n i a n s .  B u t  he  was s o  c o n v i n c e d  o f  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  com pete  w i t h  o t h e r  p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l s  f o r  "Va. p a t ­
r o n a g e ” t h a t  he  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  f r e q u e n t  r e c r u i t i n g  t r i p s  t o  
t h e  P e l i c a n  s t a t e .  " I  wd s t a r v e  d e p e n d i n g  on V a . , "  he 
w r o t e  Tom Boyd. However,  h i s  L o u i s i a n a  p a t r o n a g e  seems t o  
h a v e  c o s t  more t o  p ro m o te  t h a n  i t  e v e r  b r o u g h t  i n .  On S e p ­
te m b e r  22 ,  1881,  D a v id  o p e n e d  L o c u s t  D a le  w i t h  t h i r t y - f i v e  
s t u d e n t s .  Only e l e v e n  came f ro m  L o u i s i a n a .  By O c to b e r  
f o r t y - t h r e e  boys  w e re  e n r o l l e d ,  b u t  one  L o u i s i a n a  m o th e r  
who v i s i t e d  t h e  s c h o o l  t o o k  h e r  s o n  b a c k  home. D av id  was 
s u r e  i t  w o u ld  " h u r t "  him i n  f u t u r e  e f f o r t s  t o  r e c r u i t  L o u i ­
s i a n a  b o y s .  T h e r e  w e re  f i f t y  s t u d e n t s  by December ,  1881, 
b u t  a f t e r  t h e  h o l i d a y  t h e  number d ro p p e d  t o  f o r t y - o n e  and  
i n  A p r i l ,  1882 ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  whom D av id  l e f t  i n  c h a r g e
17 R. J .  Hancock  t o  D, F. Boyd, November 3 ,  1882,  
i b i d . , B o x / ? / .  In  a  p o s t s c r i p t  Hancock gave  D a v id  some a d ­
d i t i o n a l  good  a d v i c e :  " L a s t l y ,  do n o t  im a g in e  t h a t  you  c a n
b o a r d  an d  e d u c a t e  e v e r y b o d y  f r e e - - B u t  make them  a l l  pay  up  
o r  l e a v e .  H . "
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when he  w e n t  t o  L o u i s i a n a  f o r  a  m onth  w r o t e  h im  t h a t  t h e y  
w e re  " l o s i n g  s t u d e n t s . "  By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  t h e r e  
w e re  o n l y  t h i r t y - f i v e  b o y s  e n r o l l e d  a n d  t w e l v e  w e r e  day  
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  i m m e d ia t e  v i c i n i t y .  How many o f  t h e  
t w e n t y - t h r e e  b o a r d e r s  came f r o m  L o u i s i a n a  i s  n o t  c l e a r .
D u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1 8 8 2 ,  D a v id  w e n t  t o  L o u i s i a n a  
a g a i n  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  new s t u d e n t s  a n d  t o  b o r r o w  money w h i l e  
Tom Boyd c o n d u c t e d  t h e  summer s e s s i o n  f o r  h im  a t  L o c u s t  
D a l e .  R e n t  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  a t  L o c u s t  D a le  c o n v i n c e d  
D a v id  e v e n  b e f o r e  h e  w e n t  s o u t h  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  move 
h i s  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  com ing  y e a r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a b o u t  S e p t e m b e r  
1 0 ,  1882 ,  b e f o r e  t h e  summer s c h o o l  a t  L o c u s t  D a le  e v e n  
e n d e d ,  D a v i d  t r a n s f e r r e d  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t  body  some t h i r ­
t y  m i l e s  away t o  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a t . G r e e n w o o d  i n  A l b e m a r l e
18C o u n ty ,  V i r g i n i a .
E x p e n s e s  a t  Greenwood w e r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l o w e r  t h a n  
t h e y  h a d  b e e n  a t  L o c u s t  D a l e ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  new b u i l d i n g
1 8D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd,  A u g u s t  3 0 ,  S e p t e m b e r  5 ,
2 2 ,  O c t o b e r  12 ,  December 9 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  A u g u s t  12 ,  1882 ,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 1; J .  T .  B r i n g i e r  t o  D. F .  Boyd, 
J a n u a r y  9 ,  A p r i l  7 ,  1882;  R. J .  H ancock  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  May 
3 1 ,  1882; T .  D. Boyd t o  D. F .  B oyd ,  S e p t e m b e r  5 ,  8 ,  1882 ,  
i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15; L o c u s t  D a le  Academy R o l l  
Book, 1 8 8 1 - 8 2 ,  i b i d . ,  M a n u s c r i p t  Volumes;  C a t a l o g , L o c u s t  
D a le  Academy, A u g u s t  1881,  i b i d . , P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  Box 
20 ;  P r o s p e c t u s  f o r  Greenw ood ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  i b i d . , Box 19 .
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l a y  o n l y  t w e n t y  f e e t  f ro m  a  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  s c h o o l  was 
c e r t a i n l y  l e s s  i s o l a t e d .  B u t  n e i t h e r  f e a t u r e  c o n t r i b u t e d  
a n y t h i n g  t o  D a v i d ' s  c o f f e r s .  When Greenwood opened  i n  r e g u ­
l a r  s e s s i o n  on O c t o b e r  2 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  w i t h  o n l y  t w e n t y  b o a r d e r s  and 
two d ay  s t u d e n t s ,  D av id  w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r  i n  B a to n  Rouge,
" I  am r e a l l y  i n  a bad  f i x .  My s c h o o l  h a s  o p e n e d  p o o r l y . "
Two m o n th s  l a t e r  n o t h i n g  h ad  c h a n g e d  and  he  was m ak in g  p l a n s  
f o r  a n o t h e r  r e c r u i t i n g  t r i p  t o  L o u i s i a n a .  On December  2 ,  
1 8 8 2 ,  he  w r o t e  Tom Boyd:
My s i t u a t i o n  h e r e  i s  v e r y  c r i t i c a l — i n d e e d  d e s p e r a t e .
And t h a t  w i t h  t h e  h o r r i b l e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  my f a m i l y  i n  
L a .  makes me n e a r l y  d e s p e r a t e .  . . .  I  m u s t — o u g h t — t o  
go t o  L a .  t h i s  m onth  t o  t r y  and  g e t  me m ore  b o y s ;  y e t  
I  d o n ' t  s e e  how I  am t o  g o ,  o r  i f  I g e t  t h e r e ,  how I 
am t o  g e t  b a c k  s h d  I  f a i l  t o  g e t  some b o y s  down t h e r e .
And e v e r y  d o l l a r  I s p e n d  t r a v e l l i n g  i s  b u t  s o  much 
f o o d  and  c l o t h e s  t a k e n  f r o m  my f a m i l y . 19
D a v id  d i d  go t o  L o u i s i a n a  w h e re  h e  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  
l a t e  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 8 3 .  B u t  l i t t l e  r e s u l t e d  f ro m  t h e  t r i p .  By 
m i d - F e b r u a r y  he  t h o u g h t  h e  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  c l o s e  t h e  s c h o o l  
b e f o r e  t h e  s e s s i o n  e n d e d .  I f  s o ,  he  w r o t e  Tom, h e  w ou ld  be  
" r u i n e d  f o r e v e r  a s  a  s c h o o l  m a n . "  R. J .  H a n co ck ,  who t h o u g h t  
D a v id  was " t o o  s a n g u i n e "  o n e  d ay  and  " t o o  b l u e  a nd  d e s p o n ­
d e n t "  t h e  n e x t ,  t r i e d  t o  c o m f o r t  him w i t h  good  a d v i c e .
1 9 D av id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, O c to b e r  8 ,  November 1 6 ,
D ecem ber 2 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . )  P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
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He u r g e d  D a v id  t o  be p a t i e n t  a n d  t o  c u t  e x p e n s e s  " t o  t h e  
b o n e "  by r e d u c i n g  h i s  s t a f f .  I t  w o u ld  a l s o  h e l p  i f  D a v id  
" q u i t  t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  2 / 3  / o f  h i s /  s t u d e n t s  c r e d i t  . . .
T h e r e  i s  no  u s e  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  g o i n g  c r a z y , "  H ancock  r e ­
m a r k e d ,  "A man c a n  g o  t h e r e  when h e  c a n n o t  g o  an y w here  
e l s e . " 20
I f  w h a t  H an co ck  s a i d  w e r e  t r u e ,  D a v id  s h o u l d  h a v e  
g o n e  mad a t  o n c e .  I t  was t h e  o n l y  t r i p  he  c o u l d  w e l l  a f ­
f o r d .  Y e t  i n  A p r i l ,  1 8 8 3 ,  he  p l a n n e d  one m ore  v i s i t  t o  
L o u i s i a n a  t o  b o r r o w  m ore  money a n d  t o  " p i c k  u p  a  s t r a y  boy 
o r  t w o . "  He c o u l d  n o t  r a i s e  a p e n n y  i n  V i r g i n i a  and  h e  d i d  
n o t  e x p e c t  a  s i n g l e  boy  f rom  t h a t  s t a t e  when h i s  s c h o o l  r e ­
o p e n e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 8 3 .  " I  wd. r a t h e r  b e  i n  C h in a  t h a n  
i n  Va. w i t h o u t  m o n e y , "  h e  w r o t e  Tom Boyd b i t t e r l y .  " V i r ­
g i n i a n s  a r e  t h e  m e a n e s t  p e o p l e  on  e a r t h ;  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i k e  me 
a n d  I  d o n ' t  l i k e  th e m .
By May 3 ,  1 88 3 ,  D a v id  was b a c k  a t  G reenw ood ,  more  
d i s h e a r t e n e d  t h a n  e v e r .  The o n l y  " s t r a y  b o y s "  h e  m anaged
20R. J .  H ancock  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  November 3 ,  1882 ,  
F e b r u a r y  12 ,  1883 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 7;  D a v id  
Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  10, 1 8 8 3 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) 
P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1.
2 -*-David Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1 6 ,  2 5 ,
March 1 ,  1 9 ,  2 2 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,
Box 1 .
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t o  b r i n g  b a c k  f ro m  L o u i s i a n a  w e r e  h i s  own s o n s ,  J a c k ,
A r t h u r ,  a n d  L e i g h .  E t t i e ,  h e r  s i s t e r  Mary, a n d  t h e  f o u r  
y o u n g e s t  c h i l d r e n  r e m a i n e d  a t  t h e  " B a p t i s t  C h u r c h , "  D a v i d ’s 
n ick n a m e  f o r  h i s  s t r i c t l y - r u n  h o u s e h o l d  i n  B a to n  R ouge .
How l o n g  t h e y  c o u l d  s t a y  t h e r e  d e p e n d e d  on t h e  p a t i e n c e  o f  
t h e  man who h e l d  D a v i d ’s  n o t e .  The s e c o n d  o f  t h r e e  i n s t a l l ­
m e n t s ,  o v e r  $ 1 , 8 0 0 ,  f e l l  due i n  J u l y ,  1832 ,  b u t  D a v i d ' s  
c r e d i t o r  a l l o w e d  h im  t o  d e f e r  p a y m e n t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  i n t e r e s t ,  
f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n th s .  When h e  f i n a l l y  p r e s s e d  f o r  t h e  p r i n ­
c i p l e ,  D a v id  a s k e d  Tom Boyd t o  f i n d  a  b u y e r  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r ­
t y ,  I n  J u n e ,  1883 ,  Tom s u c c e e d e d  a n d  D a v id  a g r e e d  t o  s e l l  
a t  w h a t e v e r  p r i c e  "3 d i s i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s "  m ig h t  a g r e e  i t  
was  w o r t h .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  D a v id  w o u ld  b e  i n  B a to n  Rouge by 
J u l y  1 a n d  c o u l d  h a n d l e  t h e  s a l e  h i m s e l f .  B u t  he  e x p e c t e d  
t o  be  s o  p o o r  by t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  " w i t h o u t  a  d o l l a r  
a n d  w i t h  b i l l s  t o  p a y , "  t h a t  h e  was n o t  s u r e  he  c o u l d  e v e n  
" g e t  away" f ro m  G reenw ood ,  Even  i f  h e  d i d ,  h i s  c h i l d r e n  
w o u ld  h a v e  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  J .  T .  
B r i n g i e r ,  o r  go t o  t h e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s '  home i n  W y t h e v i l l e .
I n  any  c a s e  t o o  few b o y s  w o u ld  r e m a i n  a t  Greenwood d u r i n g  
J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t  t o  j u s t i f y  a  summer s e s s i o n ,  a n d  many f r o m  
L o u i s i a n a  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  n o t  be  b a c k  t h e  n e x t  f a l l .  Even  
D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  i n  n e a r b y  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  c o u l d  n o t  c h e e r
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him u p .  They i n v i t e d  h im  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  g a l a  
commencement  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  1 88 3 ,  b u t  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s ,  h e  c o n f i d e d  t o  Tom Boyd,  he  h a d  " n o  h e a r t  t o  
g o . " 22
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  f r e q u e n t  a b s e n c e s  f ro m  V i r g i n i a  
an d  h i s  a p p a r e n t  i n c a p a c i t y  t o  o p e r a t e  on a  c a s h  b a s i s ,
D a v id  was g u i l t y  o f  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  w h ic h  p r a c t i c a l l y  g u a r a n ­
t e e d  h i s  f a i l u r e  a t  L o c u s t  D a le  a n d  G reenw ood .  He s i m p l y  
d i d  n o t  c a r e  a s  much a b o u t  V i r g i n i a  a n d  h i s  p r e p a r a t o r y  
s c h o o l  a s  h e  d i d  a b o u t  L o u i s i a n a  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  
Common s e n s e  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  he  commit  h i m s e l f  t o t a l l y  t o  t h e  
a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  a n d  l e a v e  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  
t o  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n .  But  D a v id  
n e v e r  r e a l l y  l e f t  L o u i s i a n a  i n  s p i r i t .  E v en  when h e  was 
p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  a t  L o c u s t  D a le  o r  G reenw ood ,  h i s  p r i m a r -  
y i n t e r e s t  was 1 , 0 0 0  m i l e s  away i n  B a to n  R ouge .
D a v id  h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n  V i r g i n i a  f o r  two weeks when 
he  b e g a n  s p e c u l a t i n g  on t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  t h e  
com ing  s e a s o n .  A d r o u g h t  a n d  p o o r  c r o p s  d u r i n g  t h e  summer, 
he  p r e d i c t e d ,  w o u ld  l i m i t  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1881 .
22 M orning  R e p o r t ,  May 3 ,  1883 ,  Greenwood Academy, in 
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  MS v o lu m e s ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, 
O c t o b e r  8 ,  1882 ,  March 1, J u n e  7 ,  1883 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) 
P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n ' s  a b s e n c e  
f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  J u l y ,  A u g u s t ,  a n d  S e p te m b e r  was a l s o  
a m i s t a k e .  " / I t /  s h o w s , "  D a v id  w r o t e  Tom Boyd,  " t h a t  he  
e i t h e r  c a r e s  n o t h i n g  f o r  i t ,  o r  i s  o f  no  a c c o u n t . "  D a v id  
was e q u a l l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  some o f  t h e  s t a f f .  Sam R o b e r t s o n ,  
h e  t h o u g h t ,  " c a r e s  n o t h i n g  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l , "  and  P r o f e s s o r  
M cC u l lo ch  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  a g a i n  c o n t r i b u t e  much " o f  
any  c o n s e q u e n c e . "  " I  t h i n k , "  he  e n d e d  g l o o m i l y ,  "y o u r
,— «— O O
c r a f t  / t h e  U n i v e r s i t y /  i s  a  l e a k y  v e s s e l . "  °
T om 's  f a i l u r e  t o  r e p l y  a t  o n c e  s h a r p e n e d  D a v i d ' s  
c u r i o s i t y .  On O c t o b e r  12 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  h e  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  
n o t  r e c e i v e d  one  l e t t e r  " f r o m  home" s i n c e  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  a  
m onth  e a r l i e r  a n d  h e  u r g e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  " w r i t e  me s o o n  
a l l  you  know o f  La.  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y . "  A p o s t s c r i p t  was 
more s p e c i f i c :  "What d i d  t h e  Bd.  d o ?  D id  you  h a v e  a  f u l l
m e e t i n g ?  I s e e  Gov. W i l t z  i s  d y i n g .  Do y o u  know w h e re  
G e n e r a l  Graham i s ?  I s  t h e  r a i l r o a d  f i n i s h e d  f ro m  C h e n e y -  
v i l l e  . . .  t o  A l e x ?  . . . Where i s  Mr. M cCulloch  a n d  how 
i s  h e ? " 24
D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  2 2 ,  1881 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 ,  Box 1 .
24D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , O c to b e r  1 2 , 1 8 8 1 ,  i b i d .
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A few d a y s  l a t e r  l e t t e r s  f ro m  Tom a n d  D a v i d ' s  w i f e  
a nd  c l i p p i n g s  f ro m  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ' s  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  L o u i s i ­
a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n . s a t i s f i e d  some o f  D a v i d ' s  c u r i ­
o s i t y .  B u t  t h e y  s t i r r e d  more q u e s t i o n s  a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n s  
t h a n  t h e y  l a i d  t o  r e s t .  One c l i p p i n g  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  p o s s i ­
b i l i t y  t h a t  G o v e r n o r  McEnery w o u ld  c a l l  a  s p e c i a l  l e g i s ­
l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  I f  s o ,  D a v i d  w a n t e d  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  when i t  
o p e n e d .  " I  w a n t  my w h o le  s t e w a r d s h i p  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  r e ­
v i e w e d  a n d  p a s s e d  o n , " h e  i n f o r m e d  Tom Boyd.  I f  t h e r e  w e r e  
no e x t r a  s e s s i o n ,  a n d  h e n c e  no  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  by t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  he  d i d  n o t  s e e  how t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  o p e r a t e  
w i t h o u t  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d i v e r t  money f r o m  t h e  Endowment f u n d  
t o  t h e  M a i n t e n a n c e  f u n d ,  s o m e t h i n g  D a v id  n e v e r  d i d .  "The 
new B o a r d ' s  r e c o r d  . . . , "  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  " i s  . . . $5 0 00  o f  
endowment s p e n t  f o r  b r e a d  a n d  m e a t , a n d  s c a r c e l y  a  d o l l a r  
f o r  t h e  L i b r a r y  o r  a p p a r a t u s ;  B e l l y  v e r s u s  b r a i n s  i s  t h e i r  
m o t t o ; "  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t ,  any  i n v e s ­
t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o u g h t  t o  " em b ra ce  t h e  new r e g i m e  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o l d .
Tom Boyd t e l e g r a p h e d  D a v id  when G o v e r n o r  McEnery s e t  
t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  a s  t h e  f i r s t  Monday i n
2 ^ D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd, O c to b e r  1 4 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  i b i d .
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D ecem ber ,  1831 .  However ,  b e c a u s e  s e v e r a l  v a c a n c i e s  e x i s t e d  
on t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s , Tom u r g e d  D a v id  t o  come t o  New 
O r l e a n s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  "You m i g h t , "  he  e x p l a i n e d  t o  
h i s  b r o t h e r ,  " h a v e  n o n - p a r t i s a n  a p p o i n t e e s  / n a m e d /  who 
w o u ld  be  d i s p o s e d  t o  e x a m in e  y o u r  a c c o u n t s  w i t h  i m p a r t i a l i ­
t y . " ^ ®  B u t  D a v id  p r e f e r r e d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  a  l ' e s o l u t i o n  o r ­
d e r i n g  a  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
p a s s e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  w o u ld  " l o o k  b e t t e r , "  h e  t h o u g h t ,  
i f  he  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  u n t i l  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c a l l e d  h im  t o  
t e s t i f y .  Then no  one  c o u l d  a c c u s e  him o f  " b e g i n n i n g  t h e  
w a r "  a g a i n s t  h i s  o p p o n e n t s ,  a n d  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  
c h a n c e  t o  g e t  a  " f a i r  h e a r i n g . "  M e an w h i le ,  D av id  was n o t  
w i t h o u t  r e s o u r c e s .  H i s  f r i e n d ,  W i l l i a m  S e a y  o f  S h r e v e p o r t ,  
won a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  t o  f i l l  a  v a c a n c y  c a u s e d  by  t h e  
d e a t h  o f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f ro m  Caddo P a r i s h .  D a v id  a s k e d  
him t o  manage h i s  e f f o r t s  f o r  a  f a i r  h e a r i n g  by t h e  s p e c i a l  
s e s s i o n .  B u t  S e a y  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  b e t t e r  w a i t  u n ­
t i l  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  i n  May i f  D av id  e x p e c t e d  h im  t o  do 
a t h o r o u g h  j o b  o f  " u n m a s k in g "  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  S i n c e  D a v id  
p l a n n e d  t o  v i s i t  L o u i s i a n a  f o r  C h r i s t m a s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  d i s c u s s
26Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  B o y d , November 6 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  i n  Boyd
(D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 7 .
s t r a t e g y  when h e  a r r i v e d . 27
O t h e r  L o u i s i a n a  f r i e n d s  a g r e e d  w i t h  S e a y ,  a n d  a f t e r  
some h e s i t a t i o n ,  D av id  a c c e p t e d  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n .  He w o u ld  
h a v e  s e v e r a l  m o n th s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  g a t h e r  and p r e p a r e  a 
s t r o n g  c a s e  w h ic h  Seay  c o u l d  t h e n  p r e s e n t  t o  an  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e .  I n  a m a s s i n g  d a t a  a n d  m ak in g  i t  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  S e a y ,  D a v id  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on h i s  b r o t h e r ,  Tom 
B oyd ,  Tom was s t i l l  a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1831 ,  
b u t  how l o n g  h i s  j o b  w o u l d  l a s t  was u n c e r t a i n .  P r e s i d e n t  
W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n  s u s p e c t e d  h im o f  d i s l o y a l t y  a n d  i n  
O c t o b e r ,  1 8 3 1 ,  Tom t o l d  D a v id  t h a t  h e  h o p e d  t o  s e v e r  h i s  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  " J o h n s t o n  a n d  C o . "  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .  
D a v id  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  l o o k  f o r  a n o t h e r  j o b  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a n d  i n  l a t e  J a n u a r y ,  18 8 2 ,  he  o f f e r e d  h im  a  p o s i t i o n  a t  
L o c u s t  D a l e .  I f  t h e  " a u t h o r i t i e s "  a t  B a to n  Rouge w o u ld  r e ­
l e a s e  h im ,  D a v id  w r o t e ,  h e  w a n t e d  Tom i n  V i r g i n i a  a s  s o o n  as 
p o s s i b l e .
Weeks p a s s e d  a n d  Tom d i d  n o t  r e p l y .  F i n a l l y ,  on 
F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1882 ,  Tom s e n t  a  l o n g  l e t t e r  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n .
27D a v i d  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, November 10, 2 4 ,  1881 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1880-8.L, Box 1; L o u i s i a n a  Tri-Weekly 
C a p i t o l i a n , Decemher 1 ,  1881;  ^ V i l l i a m  S e a ^ / '  t o  D a v id  Boyd, 
November 2 2 ,  / 1 8 8 1 / ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,
D a v id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  R e l a t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 4 .
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He b e g a n  w i t h  a p o l o g i e s  f o r  h i s  "no a c c o u n t n e s s "  i n  n o t  
a n s w e r i n g .  Then h e  d e c l i n e d  t h e  L o c u s t  D a le  j o b  f o r  two 
r e a s o n s :  f i r s t ,  h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  h i s  " t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d s "
w o u ld  s u c c e e d  i n  V i r g i n i a  a n d  s e c o n d ,  he  t h o u g h t  i t  was 
" h i g h  t i m e "  f o r  h im  t o  t a k e  a  w i f e .  He h a d  b e e n  i n  l o v e  
w i t h  Miss  A nn ie  Fuqua  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a n d  on March 15 ,  18S2, 
t h e y  e x p e c t e d  t o  m a r r y .  As f o r  h i s  f u t u r e ,  Tom p l a n n e d  t o  
s t a y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  u n t i l  he  f o u n d  a n o t h e r  j o b  u n l e s s  
t h e  B o a r d  f i r e d  h im  when i t  m et  i n  J u l y .  Then,  a s  an  a f t e r ­
t h o u g h t ,  h e  i n f o r m e d  D av id  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  h i s  s e v e n t h  
c h i l d ,  a  s o n .  "H is  a r r i v a l  was u n e x p e c t e d , " Tom r e m a r k e d ,  
" b u t  D upree  ( D r . )  d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  h e  came i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  b e ­
f o r e  h i s  t i m e .  . . .  I  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on b e i n g  B o y ( e ) d  
a g a i n .
T om 's  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a y  i n  B a to n  Rouge o b v i o u s l y  
h u r t  D a v id .  He c o n c e d e d  t h a t  f rom  T om 's  s t a n d p o i n t  i t  was 
p r o b a b l y  b e s t  n o t  t o  j o i n  h im  a t  L o c u s t  D a l e .  "B ut  . . .  I  
t h o u g h t  you  w i s h e d  t o  g e t  away f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y - - ;  h e n c e  
my t e l e g r a m  & l e t t e r . "  He r e m i n d e d  Tom t h a t  h i s  " s t a y i n g "
2^Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, F e b r u a r y  27 ,  1 8 8 / 2 / ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 15;  Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, 
O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  1881,  i b i d . , Box 7 ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, 
December  4 ,  9 ,  1881 ,  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1882 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) 
P a p e r s ,  Box 1.
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i n  B a to n  Rouge was c a u s i n g  comment t o  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e  o f  
them b o t h :
The p u b l i c  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r  you  as  e i t h e r  i n d i f f e r ­
e n t  o r  a g a i n s t  me, i n  my a f f a i r s  w i t h  t h a t  B o a rd ;  and  
t h e  " R in g "  a t  B a to n  Rouge c o n s i d e r  i t  s e c r e t l y  a s  a  
p a t r o n i z i n g  a c t  t o w a r d s  you & me; and  o u t w a r d l y , i n  
p u b l i c ,  t h e y  w i l l  no  d o u b t  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n d u c t  
t o  me c a n n o t  be  s o  b a d ,  i f  my own b r o t h e r  i s  w i l l i n g  
t o  s e r v e  them !
D a v id  c o n t i n u e d  t h a t  i f  a n y t h i n g  o c c u r r e d  t o  " d r a w "  h im  
away f ro m  L o c u s t  D a l e ,  h e  m ig h t  t u r n  t h e  s c h o o l  o v e r  t o  
Tom, He r e m i n d e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  t h a t  h e  h o p e d  t o  r u n  f o r  t h e  
p o s t  o f  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,
I n  t h a t  e v e n t  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  l e a v e  V i r g i n i a  a n d  he  h a d  
p l a n n e d  t o  g i v e  Tom, r a t h e r  t h a n  someone e l s e ,  w h a t e v e r  a d ­
v a n t a g e  h i s  l a b o r s  a t  L o c u s t  D a le  h a d  p r o d u c e d .  T h en ,  f o r  
two p a g e s ,  D a v id  r e p r o v e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  f o r  e v e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  
m a r r i a g e .  T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  w ro ng  w i t h  M iss  F u q u a ,  D av id  
r em e m b e red  h e r  a s  a " f i n e  g i r l , "  B u t  u n l e s s  Tom w e r e  a n  e x ­
c e p t i o n  t o  "any  m a le  member o f  t h e  Boyd f a m i l y , "  h e  was g o ­
i n g  t o  make a  "m ig h t y  p o o r  h u s b a n d "  and  i t  was  "w r o n g " an d  
t e r r i b l y  u n / j u s t " f o r  h im  t o  m a r ry  a n y o n e .  "Show me a 
s i n g l e  o ne  o f  a l l  o u r  f a m i l y  . . . who h a v e  n o t  made t h e i r  
w iv e s  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  c o n t e n t e d  8s h a p p y i " 29
29 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , March 6 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D , ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
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Long b e f o r e  h e  l e a r n e d  o f  Tom B o y d ’s  p r o s p e c t i v e  
m a r r i a g e  a n d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D a v id  
p l a n n e d  t o  v i s i t  L o u i s i a n a .  The t r i p ,  s c h e d u l e d  t o  c o i n ­
c i d e  w i t h  E t t i e ' s  e x p e c t e d  c o n f i n e m e n t  i n  l a t e  March, h a d  
b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  t o  " s e v e r a l  p a r t i e s "  i n  B a to n  Rouge a n d  New 
O r l e a n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  he  w o u ld  m is s  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  
w e d d i n g ,  a n d  " a l t h o '  E t t i e ' s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  
p l a y e d  a  l i t t l e  t o o  s o o n , " D a v id  d i d  n o t  c a n c e l  t h e  j o u r n e y .  
On March 2 2 ,  1882 ,  he  l e f t  L o c u s t  D a le  t o  s p e n d  a  m o n th  i n  
t h e  P e l i c a n  S t a t e .  L a t e r  h e  w r o t e  W i l l i a m  S e a y  a  l o n g  l e t ­
t e r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The T r e a ­
s u r e r ' s  R e p o r t  i n  A p r i l ,  h e  c h a r g e d ,  i n d i c a t e d  a  d e b t  o f  
$ 1 2 , 0 0 0  w h ic h  t h e  m anagem ent  d i s g u i s e d  by d i v e r t i n g  money 
f ro m  t h e  Endowment Fund t o  t h e  M a i n t e n a n c e  F u n d .  No new 
b o o k s  o r  e q u ip m e n t  h a d  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d ,  a n d  many on t h e  
B o a rd  w e r e  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n ,  who, b e s i d e s  
h i s  $ 2 , 5 0 0  s a l a r y ,  r e c e i v e d  f r e e  r e n t ,  f r e e  b o a r d ,  f r e e  
s e r v a n t s ,  a n d  f r e e  f e e d  f o r  h i s  h o r s e s .  At  t h e  A p r i l  B o a r d  
m e e t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  h i s  s a l a r y  h a d  b e e n  s t o p p e d  a n d  
J o h n s t o n  was "u n h a p p y . " T h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  " p o i n t s "  D a v id  
w a n t e d  S e a y  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  when i t  m et  i n  
May, b u t  S e a y  m u s t  be  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  do a n y t h i n g  t o  i n j u r e  
t h e  s c h o o l ' s  i n t e r e s t .  D a v id  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  b a c k  i n  B a t o n
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Rouge by  J u n e ,  b u t  h e  w o u ld  go  e a r l i e r  i f  summoned by t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e .  M e an w h i le ,  S e a y  c o u l d  g e t  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l
h e  n e e d e d  f o r  D a v i d ' s  c a s e  f ro m  Tom Boyd o r  Sam R o b e r t s o n ,
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  commandant  a n d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e
30l e g i s l a t u r e  f rom  E a s t  B a to n  Rouge .
On t h e  same day  t h a t  D a v id  o f f e r e d  Tom B o y d ’s  s e r ­
v i c e s  t o  S e a y ,  Tom made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  
wage a  ’’J a m a r - H a i s l i p  t y p e  o f  c o n s p i r a c y ” a g a i n s t  P r e s i d e n t  
J o h n s t o n  i n  s p i t e  o f  g r e a t  p r o v o c a t i o n .  At a  r e c e n t  f a c u l t y  
m e e t i n g  J o h n s t o n  h a d  b e e n  s o  h o s t i l e  t o  Tom t h a t  h e  c o n s i d ­
e r e d  r e s i g n i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y .  B u t  Sam R o b e r t s o n  a n d  C. C. 
B i r d ,  a  p o w e r f u l  l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  d i s s u a d e d  h im .  The 
t r o u b l e  s tem m ed f r o m  J o h n s t o n ' s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  Tom was 
"m aking  w a r "  on h im i n  D a v i d ’s  b e h a l f ,  Tom d e n i e d  i t *  As 
f a r  a s  h e  was c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  "Boyd F i g h t "  was a  d e a d  i s s u e  
a n d  a s  much a s  h e  l o v e d  D a v i d ,  h e  w o u ld  r a t h e r  s e e  him 
" c l e r k i n g  i n  a  s t o r e  t h a n  b e i n g  p r e s i d e n t  o f  LSU." Two 
w eeks  l a t e r  Tom made h i s  p o s i t i o n  e v e n  p l a i n e r .  He h a d  s e e n  
S e a y ,  who w a n t e d  h e l p  i n  p r e p a r i n g  D a v i d ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a 
l e g i s l a t i v e  i n q u i r y .  B u t  Tom r e f u s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  "U n i v . 
m a t t e r s " w i t h  h im .  " I  am d e t e r m i n e d , " h e  w r o t e  D a v id ,  " t o
3 0 I b i d . ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  J u d g e  IVm. A. S e a y ,  A p r i l  2 7 ,
1 8 8 2 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 1 0 ,
5 5 4
do n o t h i n g  t h a t  w o u ld  s a v o r  o f  d i s l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  B o a rd  
w h i l e  I  am one o f  i t s  e m p l o y e e s . " 31
Then  Tom o f f e r e d  h i s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  a  d e t a i l e d  a n d  
som ew hat  d e t a c h e d  l e c t u r e  on t h e  p o s s i b l e  harm  h i s  demand 
f o r  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m i g h t  c a u s e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  D a v i d  
h i m s e l f .  D a v id  h a d  c a l l e d  f o r  a n  i n q u i r y  i n t o  h i s  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n  o n l y ,  n o t  t h a t  o f  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  He t r u s t e d  t h a t  
P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n ' s  "weak p o i n t s "  w o u ld  be  " e x p o s e d "  when 
t h e  T r e a s u r e r ' s  R e p o r t  was made p u b l i c .  Tom d i s a g r e e d :
E i t h e r  g i v e  u p  y o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  go i n t o  i t  
w i t h  g l o v e s  o f f  a n d  l e t  J o h n s t o n  & Co.  t a k e  c a r e  o f  
t h e  s c h o o l .  E i t h e r  you  h a v e  b e e n  w ro n g e d  e n o ug h  t o  
demand a  s e a r c h i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  you  h a v e  n o t .
I f  t h e  f o r m e r  be  t r u e  ( a n d  t h e r e  se em s  t o  be  no  q u e s ­
t i o n  a b o u t  i t ) ,  t h e n  you  s h o u l d  p u sh  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
come w h a t  w i l l ;  p r o v i d e d  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  t o  be  
g a i n e d  by i t .  W h e th e r  a s  c o m p l e t e  a  v i n d i c a t i o n  by 
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a s  a  C o m m it tee  r e p o r t  c o u l d  g i v e ,  w i l l  
b e  w o r t h  t h e  t i m e  a n d  t r o u b l e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  i t ,  
i s  a  q u e s t i o n  w h ic h  you h a v e  d o u b t l e s s  d e c i d e d .
As f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Tom w a r n e d  D a v id  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  be  
" c r e d i t e d "  w i t h  any  " a d v e r s e  a c t i o n "  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m i g h t  
t a k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s c h o o l .  " A l l  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  f r i e n d ­
s h i p  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  b e  d i s b e l i e v e d  a n d  a l l  y o u r
Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  B0y d ,  A p r i l  2 7 ,  1882 ,  i n  F l e m in g  
( W a l t e r  L. ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a b e t i c a l  F i l e ,  Box 7 ;  Tom Boyd 
t o  D a v id  Boyd, May 10 ,  1 8 82 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,
Box 7 .
555
e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  i t  m i s c o n s t r u e d . 1,32 What D a v id  t h o u g h t  o f  
Tom 's  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  r e ­
c o r d e d .  B u t  h e  d i d  c o n c e d e  t h a t  i t  was " p e r h a p s  b e s t "  f o r  
Tom t o  r e m a i n  a l o o f  f r o m  h i s  " t r o u b l e s  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d "  a s  
l o n g  a s  Tom was e m p lo y e d  by  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  L a t e r ,  when 
Tom f a i l e d  t o  w r i t e  h im  f o r  s e v e r a l  w eeks  w h i l e  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  was i n  s e s s i o n ,  D a v id  u r g e d  h im  n o t  t o  " c a r r y  t h a t  
/ h i s  a l o o f n e s s /  t o o  f a r ! " 33
M eanw hile  D a v id  c o n d u c t e d  h i s  c a m p a ig n  f o r  v i n d i c a ­
t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l s .  On May 16 ,  1 88 2 ,  he  s e n t  S e a y  a 
d e t a i l e d  l i s t  o f  " p o i n t s "  t o  be u s e d  i n  h i s  d e f e n s e  when 
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f i n a l l y  b e g a n .  Much o f  i t  r e ­
p e a t e d ,  w i t h  more d e t a i l ,  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  o f f e r e d  i n  h i s  d e ­
f e n s e  when t h e  W a l t o n - J a s t r e m s k i  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  r e ­
moved h im  i n  J u l y ,  1 880 .  What was new i n  t h e  c l o s e l y - w r i t t e n  
e i g h t  p a g e s  o f  "mem oranda"  D a v id  s e n t  S e a y  was t h e  e x p l a n a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  h a d  p l a y e d  i n  h i s  r e m o v a l .
I n  D a v i d ' s  w o r d s ;
The r e a l  c a u s e  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  me was 
1 ^  The o p p o s i t i o n  o u t s i d e  / t h e  U n i v e r s i t y /  o f  men l i k e
32Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  May 10 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  i n  Boyd
(D a v id  F .  ) P a p e r s ,  Box 7 . ’
o 3 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B o y d , May 1 5 ,  J u n e  8 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  i n
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
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J a c k s o n ,  G a r i g ,  e t c . ,  who w a n t e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  
s u p p l y i n g  t h e  U n i v t y .  They b e g a n  t h e i r  w a r  i n  t h e  
F a l l  o f  / 7 9 .  2— The o p p o s i t i o n  i n s i d e  t h e  F a c u l t y
o f  M cC u l lo ch ,  J a m a r ,  e t c .  . . .
Now a d d  t o  t h o s e  two c a u s e s  t h i s  3— a nd  you  h a v e  t h e  
t r u e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  a c t i o n :  Thompson B i r d  &
h i s  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
U n i v t y  f u n d s  & i t s  management f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .  
Young B i r d  ( C h a r l i e )  came t o  me some t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  
a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  new B o a r d ,  b u t  when i t  was e x ­
p e c t e d  th a t_  t h e  B o a rd  wd be  c h a n g e d ,  a n d  a s k e d  me t o  
v o t e  f o r  / H a r n e y /  S k o l f i e l d  f o r  T reas r_  t o  r e p l a c e  Wm 
Markham. I t o l d  h im  X c d  n o t  do s o ,  much a s  I  l i k e  
S k o l f i e l d  a n d  much a s  I  wd l i k e  t o  do a n y t h i n g  I  cd_ 
i n  r e a s o n  t o  o b l i g e  h i s  f a c t i o n .  Young B i r d  h a d  a l l  
h e  c d  do t o  i n d u c e  J a s t r e m s k i  t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  me a t  
t h e  l a s t  moment.  W a l to n  came down t o  t h e  m e e t i n g  my 
f r i e n d ;  b u t  f i n d i n g  B a to n  Rouge h o w l i n g  a g a i n s t  me, 
he  w e n t  t o  w h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  s t r o n g  s i d e .  A f t e r  
t h e  m e e t i n g  C h a r l i e  B i r d  was f r a n k  e n o u g h  ( h e  i s  t h e  
b e s t  one  o f  a l l  o f  them )  t o  s a y  o p e n l y  t o  me i n  t h e  
h e a r i n g  o f  o t h e r s ,  'W e l l ,  C o l . ,  i f  you  h a d  o n l y  done  
w h a t  I  a s k e d  you  t o  do ,  t h i s  wd. n o t  h a v e  b e e n :  You
w<I h a v e  b e e n  P r e s i d e n t  y e t !
D a v id  was a l s o  h i g h l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  G o v e r n o r  McEnery ,  who,  h e
c h a r g e d ,  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  v i o l a t e d  t h e  m e r g e r  law  by  nam ing
one  member t o o  many f ro m  O r l e a n s  P a r i s h  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f
S u p e r v i s o r s .  D a v id  p e r s o n a l l y  i n f o r m e d  McEnery t h a t  h i s
a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  H. C. Payne  i n  J u l y ,  1880 ,  was n o t  l e g a l .
B u t  McEnery named h im anyway, D a v id  t o l d  S e a y ,  s o  t h a t
Payne  c o u l d  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  " c r i t i c a l  A u g u s t  / 8 0  m e e t i n g
f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  p u r p o s e  o f  t h r o w i n g  t h e  s c a l e s  a g a i n s t
On May 19 ,  1882, S e a y  p r e s e n t e d  D a v i d ' s  p e t i t i o n  t o  
t h e  House  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a s k i n g  f o r  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
t h e  "management  a n d  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  L a .  S t .  U n iv .  a n d  Ag. & 
Mech C o l l e g e "  by  a  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .
N in e  d a y s  l a t e r  h e  w r o t e  D a v i d  t h a t  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t  h a d  p a s s e d  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  a " s t a c k e d  c o m m i t t e e  o f  
c o u r s e "  h a d  b e e n  named by t h e  s p e a k e r .  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d ,  D r .
R. L. L u c k e t t  o f  R a p i d e s  was " m a n a g in g "  i n  t h e  s e n a t e  an d  
w o u ld ,  " o f  c o u r s e , " b e  one o f  two s e n a t o r s  named t o  t h e  com­
m i t t e e .  Seay a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  men m os t  a n x i o u s  t o  
i n c l u d e  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  w e re  t h e  men who " p u t  h im  i n , "  s p e c i f i c a l l y  C. C. B ird
35o f  B a t o n  Rouge .  B u t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  f i n a l l y  p a s s e d  
c o v e r e d  o n l y  t h e  y e a r s  o f  D a v i d ' s  t e n u r e ,  1 8 6 5 - 8 0 .  On J u l y  
6 , 1 882 ,  t h e  l a s t  day  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  j o i n t  
c o m m i t t e e  s u b m i t t e d  i t s  r e p o r t s .  T h r e e  members ,  W i l l i a m  
S e a y  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  R. L. L u c k e t t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e ,  a n d  one
• ^ D a v i d  B oyd ,  Memoranda f o r  W i l l i a m  S e a y ,  May 16, 
1882 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 1 0 .
O C
°  House J o u r n a l , R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  1882,  p .  8 4 .  " i t  
w o u ld  n o t  t a k e  much t o  make h im  a p o l o g i z e  t o  you  a n d  p r o ­
c e e d  a g a i n s t  J . / o h n s t o n / , " S e a y  r e m a r k e d  t o  D a v id .  W i l l i a m  
S e a y  t o  D av id  Boyd,  May 2 8 ,  1 882 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) 
C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 1 1 .
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o t h e r ,  s i g n e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  w h ic h  D av id  composed i n  
e v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r .  Two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  A. L. A t k i n  and  W. 
V i n c e n t ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  I n  l e s s  
t h a n  t e n  p a r a g r a p h s ,  t h e y  fo u n d  D a v id  t o  be  a  "good  and  e f ­
f i c i e n t  p r o f e s s o r ,  b u t  . . .  a  p o o r  f i n a n c i e r . "  One n e w s­
p a p e r  l a b e l e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  " t h o r o u g h  a n d  s e a r c h i n g "  
and  " f a i r  and  i m p a r t i a l . " But  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s ,  a  r e m a r k  Tom Boyd made t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  i n  May seemed 
more a p p ro p o s  i n  J u l y :  o n l y  D av id  c o u l d  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t h e  
" v i n d i c a t i o n "  he  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  t h e  j o i n t  c o m m i t t e e  was 
w o r t h  t h e  " t im e  and  t r o u b l e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  i t . " ^ ®
By t h e  t i m e  t h e  j o i n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  i s s u e d  
i t s  r e p o r t ,  D av id  h a d  b e en  i n  L o u i s i a n a  f o r  a l m o s t  t h r e e  
w e e k s .  R. J .  H ancock ,  h i s  f o r m e r  p u p i l ,  l o a n e d  h im  t h e  
money t o  g e t  t h e r e .  He a l s o  s i g n e d  a  $ 2 5 0 - n o t e  f o r  D a v id ,  
whose c h e c k s  by t h e  summer o f  1882 w ere  b e i n g  p r o t e s t e d  i n  
b o t h  V i r g i n i a  a n d  L o u i s i a n a .  M eanw hile ,  Tom Boyd was a t  
L o c u s t  D a le  c o n d u c t i n g  a  summer s c h o o l  f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r .
When t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  m et  i n  J u l y ,  i t
Q  / J
House J o u r n a l . R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  1882,  p p .  5 6 6 -7 4 ;  
D av id  F .  Boyd, MS o f  M a j o r i t y  R e p o r t ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  Box /? 7 ;  C l a i b o r n e  
G u a r d ia n  (Homer, L a . ) ,  J u l y  2 6 ,  1882; Tom Boyd t o  D av id  
Boyd, May 10, 1882,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 7 .
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r e e l e c t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  f a c u l t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  Tom, f o r  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  s e s s i o n .  H i s  s a l a r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  w as  l e s s  t h a n  h e  
e a r n e d  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  h e  t a u g h t ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  P r e s i d e n t  
J o h n s t o n ' s  h o s t i l i t y  f o r  h im ,  h e  h e s i t a t e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  
a p p o i n t m e n t .  B e c a u s e  D a v i d ' s  s c h o o l  w o u l d  move t o  G r e e n ­
wood i n  t h e  f a l l ,  Tom c o u l d  s t a y  a t  L o c u s t  D a l e .  B u t  h e  
was a f r a i d  h e  w o u ld  " s t a r v e  t o  d e a t h "  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  o n l y
t h i r t y  m i l e s  away.  B e s i d e s ,  he  t o l d  D a v i d ,  h e  w o u ld  h a t e
37t o  l e a v e  B a to n  Rouge .
Tom was s t i l l  u n d e c i d e d  l a t e  i n  t h e  summer.  By 
t h a t  t im e  D a v id  h a d  a s k e d  h im  t o  t e a c h  a t  G reenw oo d ,  a n d  
P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n ,  d i s c l a i m i n g  any  e f f o r t  t o  f o r c e  Tom out ,  
h a d  i n f o r m e d  h im  o f  a n  o p e n i n g  a t  a  T e x a s  " n o r m a l "  s c h o o l .  
T o m 's  f r i e n d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a d v i s e d  him n o t  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  a p p o i n t m e n t .  M i l t o n  S t r i c k l a n d ,  a n  a lu m n u s  t h e n  
s e r v i n g  on t h e  B o a r d ,  d e c l a r e d ,  "The J o h n s o n  / s i c /  p a r t y  
t r i e d  t o  s u p p l a n t  you  a l t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  h a v i n g  f a i l e d  i n  t h a t ,  
t h e y  w i l l  now i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  v o t e  t o  i n c r e a s e  y o u r  
s a l a r y . "  T h e n ,  r a t h e r  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  S t r i c k l a n d  r e m a r k e d ,
o n
R. J .  H ancock  t o  D. F .  Boyd,  J u n e  2 4 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  i n  
Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 10;  Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,
J u l y  3 0 ,  1882 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  FiOe, 
Box 7; B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , J u l y  6 ,  1 88 2 .
"However d i s a g r e e a b l e  i t  may b e ,  o u r  f r i e n d s  m us t  t a k e  t h e  
p a r t s  a s s i g n e d  them  i n  t h e  game we a r e  p l a y i n g  t o  r e g a i n  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  h e r  d e s t i n i e s . " 3 ® A n o t h e r  
f r i e n d ,  Sam R o b e r t s o n ,  a g r e e d  w i t h  S t r i c k l a n d .  Tom s h o u l d  
r e t u r n  t o  B a to n  Rouge and  " l e a v e  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  y o u r  
f r i e n d s . "  R o b e r t s o n  h a d  t a l k e d  w i t h  B o a r d  members Leon 
J a s t r e m s k i  and  A l l a n  Thomas.  They b o t h  t h o u g h t  t h e  B o a r d  
w o u ld  g r a n t  Tom a r a i s e  a n d  a p p o i n t  h im  t o  a "more d i g n i ­
f i e d  P o s i t i o n "  when i t  met i n  O c t o b e r .  J a s t r e m s k i  h a d  t o l d  
h im  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n  now r e a l i z e d  he  " c o u l d  n o t  a f ­
f o r d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  f i g h t "  a g a i n s t  Tom f o r  r e a s o n s  
J o h n s t o n  a p p r e c i a t e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e .  "Nobody knows 
w h e re  J o h n s t o n  i s , " R o b e r t s o n  t o l d  Tom. "He t a k e s  no  i n ­
t e r e s t  w h a t e v e r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ;  J a s t r e m s k i  
. . . i s  much d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  W. P .  J . ' s  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .
U l t i m a t e l y ,  Tom was c o n v i n c e d .  On S e p t e m b e r  5 ,
1SS 2 , h e  w r o t e  D a v i d ,  s t i l l  i n  B a to n  R ouge ,  t h a t  h e  w i s h e d
3 8 M i l t o n  S t r i c k l a n d  t o  Tom Boyd,  J u l y  10,  1882;  
Y J i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n  t o  Tom Boyd, S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  1 8 82 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1; Tom Boyd t o  D a v i d  
Boyd,  S e p te m b e r  5 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  P . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 1 5 .
39 s .  M. R o b e r t s o n  t o  Tom B oyd , A u g u s t  2 1 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  i n
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
t o  w i t h d r a w  h i s  " f i n a l  a c c e p t a n c e "  o f  a  p o s i t i o n  a t  
Greenwood,  I f  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  B a to n  Rouge, he  e x p l a i n e d ,  a 
" c h a n c e "  e x i s t e d  f o r  h im  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  o f  
E n g l i s h ,  c e r t a i n l y  a  "more d i g n i f i e d  P o s i t i o n "  t h a n  t h e  one 
he  h e l d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  $800  a  y e a r .  Ob­
v i o u s l y  Tom knew s o m e t h i n g  i n  S e p te m b e r  w h ic h  o n l y  a few 
o t h e r s  d i d .  P r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n  h e l d  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  c h a i r  o f  E n g l i s h  i n  1882 ,  b u t  ev en  B o a rd  mem­
b e r  G. Mason Graham was u n a w a r e ,  u n t i l  Tom i n f o r m e d  h im, 
t h a t  J o h n s t o n  p l a n n e d  t o  l e a v e .  E v e n t s  w e re  o c c u r r i n g  w i t h  
" B u o n a p a r t e i a n  r a p i d i t y , "  Graham r e m a r k e d ,  and  he  d i d  n o t  
e v en  h a v e  h i s  " k n a p s a c k  p a c k e d . "  G e n e r a l  Graham and  P r e s i ­
d e n t  J o h n s t o n ' s  f a t h e r  h a d  b e e n  good  f r i e n d s .  He h o p e d ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  s o n  w ou ld  be  "happy  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
h i s  "new a s p i r a t i o n . "  S i n c e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  A p r i l ,  Graham 
t h o u g h t ,  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n  h a d  n o t  b e e n  " c o m f o r t a b l e "  i n  
B a to n  Rouge.
E x a c t l y  w ha t  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n ' s  "new a s p i r a t i o n "  
was d i d  n o t  become p u b l i c  u n t i l  e a r l y  i n  1883 .  By t h a t
40 G. Mason Graham t o  Tom Boyd, S e p te m b e r  15 ,  1882 ,  
i n  F le m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  G. Mason Graham L e t t e r s ,  
1 8 5 4 -8 5 ,  Box 6 .  J o h n s t o n ' s  l a c k  o f  c o m f o r t  may h a v e  b e e n  
due t o  t h e  B o a r d ’s  a c t i o n  i n  A p r i l ,  1382.  I t  s t r i p p e d  him 
o f  f r e e  q u a r t e r s ,  f r e e  s e r v a n t s ,  f r e e  b o a r d  and  f r e e  f o o d  
f o r  h i s  h o r s e s .
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t im e  Tom h a d  r e t u r n e d  t o  B a t o n  Rouge w h e r e ,  a s  p r e d i c t e d ,  
t h e  B o a r d  v o t e d  h im  a  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r a i s e ,  a n d  
D a v id ,  a f t e r  s p e n d i n g  C h r i s t m a s  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  h a d  r e t u r n e d  
t o  h i s  s c h o o l  a t  Greenwood i n  V i r g i n i a .  On J a n u a r y  13,
1SS3, t h e  B a to n  Rouge W eekly  T r u t h  commented t h a t  ,rW. P.  
J o h n s t o n  w o u ld  be  a n  a d m i r a b l e  c h o i c e "  t o  h e a d  T u l a n e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ,  t h e n  b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d  i n  New O r l e a n s .  O t h e r  c a n d i ­
d a t e s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d ,  n o t e d  t h e  e d i t o r ,  w e re  " E l i o t  o f  
H a r v a r d ,  W h i te  o f  C o r n e l l  a n d  P o t t e r  o f  Y a l e . " Two weeks 
l a t e r  t h e  same p a p e r  a n n o u n c e d  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n ’s  a p p o i n t ­
ment  a n d  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  New O r l e a n s .  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n ,  
s e n i o r  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w o u ld  t a k e  J o h n s t o n ' s  
p l a c e  a s  a c t i n g  p r e s i d e n t  u n t i l  t h e  B o a r d  c o u l d  c h o o s e  a 
p e r m a n e n t  s u c c e s s o r .
When D a v i d  l e a r n e d  o f  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n ' s  r e s i g n a ­
t i o n ,  h e  a g a i n  a l l o w e d  h i m s e l f  t o  p u t  f i r s t  t h i n g s  s e c o n d .  
He becam e s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m a c h i n a t i o n s  s u r ­
r o u n d i n g  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  J o h n s t o n ' s  s u c c e s s o r  t h a t  G r e e n ­
wood,  a l r e a d y  i n  s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t y ,  was p r a c t i c a l l y  doomed 
t o  f a i l u r e .  Even  he  r e a l i z e d  i t .  On F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1883,  h e
4 ^ B a to n  Rouge W eekly  T r u t h . J a n u a r y  13,  2 6 ,  1883; 
M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  2 ,  1882;  D av id  
Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  O c to b e r  8 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) 
P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1.
t o l d  Tom t h a t  L o u i s i a n a  p a r e n t s  who owed h im  money f o r  
t h e i r  s o n s '  f e e s  a t  Greenw ood  w e r e  u s i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  s u c c e e d  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n  a s  a  pi’e t e x t  
n o t  t o  pay  h im .  The same t h i n g  h u r t  h im  i n  V i r g i n i a .  
S p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  s o o n  r e t u r n  t o  L o u i s i a n a  was d i s ­
c o u r a g i n g  p r o s p e c t i v e  p a t r o n a g e  f ro m  t h a t  s t a t e .  The s i t u ­
a t i o n  became s o  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  he  e v e n  c o n s i d e r e d  m ak ing  a 
p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  d e n y i n g  a n y  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  " I  c a n n o t  be  p o s i t i v e l y  r u i n e d  now f o r  
som e p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  b e n e f i t  I "  B u t  a  month l a t e r  h e  was 
s t i l l  v e r y  a b s o r b e d  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  L o u i s i a n a  an d  
s t i l l  h o p i n g  t o  b e  r e c a l l e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  ” 1 am p l a y ­
i n g  my u s u a l  f o o l i s h  g a m e , "  h e  a d m i t t e d  t o  Tom, " r i s k i n g  
t h e  w r e c k i n g  o f  my l i t t l e  b u s i n e s s  h e r e  f o r  a  m ere  m a t t e r
o f  s e n t i m e n t - - t o  r u n  a  p o s s i b l e  c h a n c e  o f  h a v i n g  a  p l a c e
42o f f e r e d  me, w h i c h  I m ig h t  d e c l i n e  i f  o f  f e r e d I "
T h a t  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  w o u ld  a c t u a l l y  r e a p ­
p o i n t  D av id  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  i n  1883 was j u s t  w h a t  he  
c a l l e d  i t ,  " a  p o s s i b l e  c h a n c e . "  T h e r e  w ere  f a r  t o o  many 
p o l i t i c a l  o b s t a c l e s  t o  o v e rc o m e  t o  make h i s  s e l e c t i o n  
p r o b a b l e .  Tom Boyd o u t l i n e d  t h e  h a z a r d s  a nd  s p e c u l a t e d  
42 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  March 1 5 ,
1 8 8 3 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D , ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
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s h r e w d l y  on t h e  p r o b a b l e  ou tcom e  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  r e v e a l i n g  
l e t t e r s  he  w r o t e  D a v i d  b e t w e e n  J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1883 ,  when 
J o h n s t o n  r e s i g n e d ,  a n d  A p r i l  1, when t h e  B o a r d  f i n a l l y  
c h o s e  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  From t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  Tom e x p r e s s e d  
d o u b t  t h a t  h i s  b r o t h e r  w o u l d  b e  e l e c t e d .  A t e n - p a g e  l e t t e r  
he  s e n t  D a v id  on J a n u a r y  22 e x p l a i n e d  why. B e c a u s e  i t  
d e s c r i b e s  s o  f u l l y  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s ,  
B o a r d  members ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e rs  i n  B a to n  R o u g e ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  D av id  a n d  t h e  p r i c e  h e  would  b e  
a s k e d  t o  p a y  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  s e r i o u s l y  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y ,  
t h a t  l e t t e r  w i l l  b e  s u m m a r i z e d  h e r e .
On t h e  day  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  i n t e n ­
t i o n  t o  r e s i g n ,  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  
i n v i t e d  Tom Boyd t o  h i s  home.  As s e n i o r  p r o f e s s o r  and a c t ­
i n g  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  N i c h o l s o n  was t h e  most  
l i k e l y  c a n d i d a t e  t o  s u c c e e d  J o h n s t o n  p e r m a n e n t l y .  But he  
i n s i s t e d  t o  Tom t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t h e  j o b  a n d  i n t e n d e d  
t o  do a l l  he  c o u l d  t o  s e c u r e  i t  f o r  D a v i d .  He e v e n  w r o t e  
D a v id  a l e t t e r  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  w h ic h  h e  showed t o  Tom d u r i n g  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  Tom was s k e p t i c a l .  He t h o u g h t  N i c h o l s o n  
w e n t  a  " l i t t l e  t o o  f a r "  when he  d e n i e d  e v e r  w a n t i n g  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  p r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  h i s  t r i p  t o  B a to n  
Rouge i n  t h e  summer o f  1880  was made t o t a l l y  i n  D a v i d ' s
’’i n t e r e s t . "
A d a y  o r  two l a t e r  N i c h o l s o n  t o l d  Tom t h a t  h e  h a d  
w r i t t e n  a  B o a r d  member o f  h i s  d i s i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .  
He a l s o  c l a i m e d  t o  be  r a t h e r  " t h i c k ” w i t h  J a s t r e m s k i  a n d  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  two members t h e n  s e r v i n g  
on t h e  B o a r d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  he  t h o u g h t  he  c o u l d  i n d u c e  one  
o t h e r  member, S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  E.  H. F a y ,  
t o  c a s t  h i s  v o t e  f o r  D a v i d .  " A l l  t h i s  l o o k e d  s o  l i k e  w ork  
f o r  N i c h o l s o n  h i m s e l f , "  Tom r e m a r k e d ,  " t h a t  I a s k e d  h im  . .
. ^ a g a i n /  w h e t h e r  h e  w o u ld  a c c e p t  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  i f  
e l e c t e d . " A g a i n  h e  d e n i e d  any  a m b i t i o n ,  b u t  one  " s i g n i f i ­
c a n t "  r e m a r k  d i s t u r b e d  Tom: N i c h o l s o n  s a i d  h e  t h o u g h t
D a v i d  c o u l d  " b e a t  h im "  i n  a  c o n t e s t  f o r  t h e  j o b .  T h a t  made 
Tom s u s p e c t  t h a t  N i c h o l s o n  f o u n d  o u t  D a v id  was g o i n g  t o  be 
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  w a n t e d  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  b r i n g ­
i n g  i t  a b o u t .  "Can h e  b e  a f t e r  p o s i n g  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  W ar­
w i c k ,  t h e  K in g m a k e r ? "  Tom w o n d e r e d .
N e x t ,  Tom s p e c u l a t e d  on t h e  m o t i v e s  o f  s e v e r a l  
l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  v o t e s  o f  v a r i o u s  k e y  
B o a r d  m em bers .  " E v e r y t h i n g  seem s t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
J a s t r e m s k i  w i l l  v o t e  f o r  y o u , "  Tom r e p o r t e d ,  b u t  t h a t  w ou ld  
g i v e  D a v id  o n l y  s i x  v o t e s  " a g a i n s t  s e v e n  f o r  som eone  e l s e . "  
H ow ever ,  i f  G e n e r a l  A l l a n  Thomas,  a  member o f  t h e  B o a r d ,
a l s o  s o u g h t  t h e  j o b ,  Tom t h o u g h t  J a s t r e m s k i  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  
w ou ld  p r e f e r  D av id .  The p ro b le m  was Dr.  J .  W. Dupree  a n d  
D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  h im .  D r .  Dupree  was t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
p h y s i c i a n  a n d  a b i t t e r  enemy o f  Leon J a s t r e m s k i .  The l a t t e r  
h a d  t r i e d  t o  have  D u p re e  removed i n  f a v o r  o f  Dr.  L. F .  
Reynaud s o o n  a f t e r  D a v i d  was f i r e d ,  b u t  D upree  h a d  enough  
d e f e n d e r s  on t h e  B o a r d  t o  p r e v e n t  i t .  Moi^e i m p o r t a n t ,  D r .  
Dupree  h a d  d e f i e d  J a s t r e m s k i  a nd  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  l o c a l  p o l i ­
t i c i a n s  more  t h a n  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r  by s u p p o r t i n g  someone t h e y  
o p p o se d  i n  a  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c o n t e s t .  On S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ,  
J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1883, Tom met Major  Thompson B i r d ,  h i s  l a w y e r  
s o n ,  C h a r l i e  B i r d ,  Leon  J a s t r e m s k i ' s  b r o t h e r  J o h n ,  a n d  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  B a to n  Rouge p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  a l o c a l  t o b a c c o  
s h o p .  "M ajo r  B i r d , "  Tom r e p o r t e d ,  " r a t h e r  i n t i m a t e d  t h a t  
he  w o u ld  do a l l  h e  c o u l d  f o r  you  i f  i t  w a s n ' t  / s i c /  f o r  
D u p r e e . "  L a t e r ,  Sam R o b e r t s o n ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f ro m  
E a s t  B a to n  Rouge a n d  commandant a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  M ajor  B i r d  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  D a v id  anyhow, b u t  t h a t  he  
m e r e ly  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  Tom t o  commit D av id  t o  "a  l i n e  o f  
p o l i c y  a d v e r s e  t o  D r .  D u p r e e . "  The n e x t  n i g h t  Tom, who must 
have  smoked a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  was b a c k  i n  t h e  t o b a c c o  s h o p .  In  
i t s  " b a c k  room" he m et  t h e  two J a s t r e m s k i ' s ,  Andrew J a c k s o n ,  
a l o c a l  m e r c h a n t  whom David  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  enemy s i n c e
567
1879 ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r s .  I n  a  l o u d  v o i c e  J a c k s o n  d e c l a r e d ,  
" T h e r e  i s  one man t h a t  1̂  t h i n k  o u g h t  t o  be  t h e  n e x t  P r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a nd  t h a t  i s  C o l .  B o y d . "  He p r o m i s e d  
Tom he  w o u ld  do e v e r y t h i n g  i n  h i s  power t o  g e t  D av id  
e l e c t e d .  Tom t h a n k e d  J a c k s o n ,  b u t  q u e s t i o n e d  h i s  s i n c e r i t y :
W h e th e r  a l l  t h i s  means t h a t  t h e s e  men a r e  r e a l l y  
w o r k i n g  f o r  y o u  and  m e r e l y  w a n t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  you b e ­
f o r e h a n d  a g a i n s t  D u p ree ;  o r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o m i n a l l y  
w o r k i n g  f o r  you i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  y o u r  good  w i l l ,  
w h i l e  i n  r e a l i t y  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e a t  you w i t h  some one 
who w i l l  a i d  them  i n  v e n t i n g  t h e i r  s p l e e n  upon  
D u p r e e ,  I  l e a v e  you t o  j u d g e .
T hen ,  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  he knew D a v i d ' s  p r o d i g i o u s  
l e t t e r - w r i t i n g  a b i l i t y  a n d  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  be  c a u t i o u s  a nd  
c i r c u m s p e c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  h i s  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  Tom b e g g e d  
D av id  t o  " l e t  a l l  y o u r  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  w i t h  p a r t i e s  h e r e  u n ­
t i l  A p r i l  be  o f  t h e  Yea a n d  nay  k i n d . "  D av id  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  
t h a n k  N i c h o l s o n  f o r  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t ,  b u t  he  s h o u l d  
c h o o s e  h i s  words  w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e .  "And above  a l l ,  d o n ' t  
w r i t e  a  l i n e  t o  D u p r e e I I t  w o u ld  be  b e t t e r  i f  a l l  means 
o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  you  and  B. R. v/ere s h u t  o f f . " 43
D av id  a g r e e d  i n  m o s t  r e s p e c t s  w i t h  Tom 's  a p p r a i s a l  
o f  h i s  c h a n c e s  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e  
i n  B a to n  Rouge.  " I  do n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  b e  o f f e r e d
^ Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, J a n u a ry  2 2 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  i n  Boyd
(D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box / ? / .
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t o  m e ,"  h e  w r o t e  on J a n u a r y  2 9 .  As f o r  N i c h o l s o n ' s  
m o t i v e s ,  "Knowing h im a s  w e l l  a s  I do ,  I  t h i n k  h e  i s  p l a y ­
i n g  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y . "  By D a v i d ' s  r e c k o n i n g ,  J a s t r e m s k i ,  
Fay  and  one  o t h e r  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  N i c h o l s o n  on t h e  f i r s t  
b a l l o t ;  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s t o n ' s  f r i e n d s  on t h e  B o a rd ,  f i v e  men, 
w ou ld  v o t e  f o r  G e n e r a l  Thomas, a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f i v e  mem­
b e r s  w o u ld  c a s t  v o t e s  f o r  h im .  On s u c c e e d i n g  b a l l o t s
N i c h o l s o n  w ou ld  p i c k  up a l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  Thomas v o t e  w h i l e
D av id  c o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  p u l l  more t h a n  a  t o t a l  o f  s i x .
Only M ajor  B i r d  c o u l d  d e f e a t  N i c h o l s o n  by i n f l u e n c i n g  
J a s t r e m s k i  an d  one  o t h e r  N i c h o l s o n  v o t e  t o  go f o r  D a v id  on 
t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  B u t  D av id  s i m p l y  c o u l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  " a l l e g e d  s u p p o r t "  f o r  h im  i n  t h e  B o a r d  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t e d .  
I t  was made up o f  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same men who f o r c e d  him 
o u t  i n  1880 .  D a v id  was s u r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  " T h i s  B o a rd  
a s  now o r g a n i z e d  w i l l  n e v e r  h a v e  me b a c k .  N i c h o l s o n  o r  soire 
unknown man w i l l  b e  e l e c t e d . A s  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
Major  B i r d  o r  h i s  s o n ,  C h a r l i e ,  u s i n g  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  
J a s t r e m s k i  t o  s u p p o r t  D av id  i n s t e a d  o f  N i c h o l s o n ,  D a v id  was 
s u r e  t h a t  N i c h o l s o n ,  a s  a c t i n g  p r e s i d e n t ,  had  a l r e a d y  
p r o m is e d  J a s t r e m s k i  h i s  v o t e  on t h e  B o a r d  t o  o u s t  Dr .
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , Ja n u a ry  2 7 ,  2 9 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  i n
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
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D u p r e e .  T h a t  w o u ld  b e  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e  B i r d s  whose m a in  
o b j e c t  was " b e a t i n g  D u p r e e . "  " I t  i s  n o t  r e a s o n a b l e  f r o m  
any  s t a n d - p o i n t — , " D a v id  d e c l a r e d  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  " t h o s e  
p e o p l e  s u p p o r t i n g  me; an d  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e y  w i l l . "  I n  
any e v e n t ,  he  i n t e n d e d  t o  s t a n d  by  Dr.  D u p re e  " t o  t h e  
l a s t . " 45
The B i r d s  made one more  e f f o r t .  They  a s k e d  Tom t o  
i n d u c e  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  on t h e  Boai 'd  t o  j o i n  J a s t r e m s k i  i n  
h i s  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  d o c t o r .  I f  h e  a g r e e d  D a v i d ' s  e l e c ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  w o u ld  b e  a s s u r e d .  Tom r e f u s e d ,  
p r o b a b l y  g i v i n g  " t h e  d e a t h  b low  t o  y o u r  c h a n c e s , "  he  w r o t e  
h i s  b r o t h e r  on F e b r u a r y  10,  1SS3. D a v id  r e p l i e d  t h a t  Tom 
had  d o n e  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g .
The B / i r d / ' s  do  n o t  & c a n n o t  r i s e  t o  a  p r o p e i ’ s e n s e  
o f  d i g n i t y  St d u t y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  The i d e a  o f  s u g ­
g e s t i n g  t h a t  o ne  c a n n o t  become P r e s d t .  o f  a  s c h o o l ,  
u n l e s s  he  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  c o n s e n t  t o  t h r o w  o u t ,  (by 
way o f  b a r g a i n )  some p o o r  d e v i l  o f  a  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r ,  
i s  on a  p a r  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y  d i d  w i t h  me i n  1880,  b e ­
c a u s e  I_ wd n o t  t h e n  t u r n  a g a i n s t  p o o r  o l d  Mr.
Markham / t h e  B o a r d ' s  t r e a s u r e r / . 4 ®
As f o r  N i c h o l s o n ,  D a v i d ' s  c o n t e m p t  f o r  h im  was g r o w i n g .  On
a5
* D av id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  1883 ,  i b i d . 
46 Tom Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd.  F e b r u a r y  10,  1883 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box / ? / ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  
F e b r u a r y  15,  1883 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  
Box 1.
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F e b r u a r y  15, h e  l a b e l e d  h im  " s i m p l y  u n f i t  t o  b e  p r e s d t .  o f  
a n y t h i n g  . . .  He h a s  s i m p l y  s o l d  h i m s e l f ,  t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  
p o o r  D u p re e ,  t o  g e t  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y . "  Ten d a y s  l a t e r :  " I
f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h e  i s  p l a y i n g  a  d o u b l e  p a r t .  . . .  I
t h i n k  we o u g h t  t o  t e l l  h im  s o .  . . . The f e l l o w  p l a y e d  me 
f a l s e  i n  1880;  X d o n ' t  t h i n k  I  o u g h t  t o  l e t  h im  do s o  i n  
1 8 8 3 . "47
Tom t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  be  a s e r i o u s  m i s t a k e  f o r  D av id  
t o  w r i t e  N i c h o l s o n  t h a t  "we s e e  t h r o '  h i s  g a m e . "  He a r g u e d  
t h a t  i t  d i d  no g o o d  t o  t e l l  a  man you  h a d  c a u g h t  h im  i n  a  
l i e .  I t  m e r e l y  made h im y o u r  enemy, a  com m odi ty  D a v i d  a l ­
r e a d y  p o s s e s s e d  i n  a b u n d a n c e .  B e s i d e s ,  a n y t h i n g  D a v i d  s a i d  
t o  N i c h o l s o n  o f  a  d i s p a r a g i n g  c h a r a c t e i *  w o u ld  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  
a s  j e a l o u s y .  T h en  Tom u r g e d  D a v id  n o t  t o  make a n o t h e r  t r i p  
t o  L o u i s i a n a  b e f o r e  t h e  B o a r d  met  on A p r i l  2 ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  
p r e s s i n g  n e e d  f o r  money. H i s  v i s i t  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  b e  m i s ­
u n d e r s t o o d  by e v e r y o n e .  D a v i d  c o u l d  b o r ro w  a s  much t h r o u g h  
t h e  m a i l  o r  t h r o u g h  Tom a s  h e  c o u l d  i n  p e r s o n .  "Then why
r u i n  y o u r  c h a n c e  o f  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  by  s u c h  a
47 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  2 5 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  i n
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
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48s t e p ? , "  h e  a s h e d  h i s  b r o t h e r .
By March 2 9 ,  1883,  Tom h a d  c l e a r l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
D av id  c o u l d  n o t  b e  e l e c t e d .  "W ith  J a s t r e m s k i  a n d  McEnery 
d e a d  a g a i n s t  y o u , " h e  w r o t e  D a v i d ,  " i t  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  t h e  
v e r y  a b l e s t  p o l i t i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  t o  e l e c t  y o u ,  a n d  no  one  
on y o u r  s i d e  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  s k i l l  t o  manage i t . "  And l a t e r ,  
i n  t h e  sam e l e t t e r ,  " I  h a v e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  h e  / N i c h o l ­
s o n /  w i l l  b e  t h e  n e x t  P r e s i d e n t . "  Tom p r o m i s e d  n o t  t o  l e t  
D a v i d ' s  name be  " p r e s e n t e d "  u n l e s s  h i s  e l e c t i o n  w e r e  c e r ­
t a i n .  B u t  t h e  w h o l e  i s s u e  became moot on March 3 1 .  I n  a  
p o s t s c r i p t  t o  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  2 9 t h  Tom n o t e d , " N i c h o l s o n  
h a s  come o u t  a n d  c o n s e n t e d  ( ? )  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  i f  
t e n d e r e d  . . . a n d  e v e r y b o d y  h a s  come t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  h e  w i l l  g e t  i t . " 4 ^
On A p r i l  3 ,  1883,  a f t e r  a  b r i e f  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a c c e p t e d  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ' s  r e s o l u ­
t i o n  t h a t  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  be  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  by  a c c l a m a ­
t i o n .  A few d a y s  l a t e r  D a v id  r e a c h e d  B a to n  Rouge f ro m  
V i r g i n i a .  I f  h e  h a d  o c c a s i o n  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y ' s  new p r e s i d e n t  h e  l e f t  n o  r e c o r d  o f  i t  i n  h i s  p a p e r s .  
Nor i s  t h e r e  any  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  m e e t i n g  w i t h  D r .  D u p r e e .
48Tom Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd,  March 3 ,  1883 ,  i n  Boyd
(D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box / ? / .
4 9 Tom Boyd t o  D a v id  B oyd , M arch29, 1 8 8 3 ,  i b i d .
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B ut  t h r e e  m onths  l a t e r ,  i n  J u l y ,  1383 ,  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ' s  
n e w sp a p e r  r e v e a l e d  t h e  " l i t t l e  D o c t o r ’s "  f a t e .  W ith  o n l y  
two members d i s s e n t i n g ,  t h e  B o a rd  e l e c t e d  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  
f r i e n d ,  Dr .  L. F .  R eynaud  a s  U n i v e r s i t y  s u r g e o n  i n  D u p r e e ' s
p l a c e .  P r e s i d e n t  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  v o t e d  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i -
. 50t y .
D a v i d ' s  A p r i l  v i s i t  t o  B a to n  Rouge l a s t e d  a  m o n th .  
As a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d ,  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Greenwood i n  May,
1883,  w i t h  no new s t u d e n t s ,  h o p e l e s s l y  i n  d e b t  and  s e r i o u s ­
l y  i n  d o u b t  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  h e  w o u ld  b e  a b l e  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  
s e s s i o n .  He d i d  n o t  h a v e  enough  s t u d e n t s  t o  o p e r a t e  a  sum ­
mer s c h o o l  a n d  he was a f r a i d  many o f  h i s  "La.  c a d e t s "  w o u ld  
n o t  r e t u r n  i n  t h e  f a l l .  Only two d e v e l o p m e n t s  seem ed  t o  
o f f e r  any  way o u t  o f  h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Tom Boyd f o u n d  a 
b u y e r  f o r  t h e  h o u s e  D a v id  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  k e e p  i n  B a to n  
Rouge,  a n d  an  o l d  f r i e n d  i n  Alabama i n f o r m e d  him t h a t  t h e  
Alabama A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  a t  Auburn was 
l o o k i n g  f o r  a  new p r e s i d e n t .  The f r i e n d ,  P r o f e s s o r  W.
LeRoy B ro u n ,  was l e a v i n g  t h e  j o b  f o r  a  new p o s i t i o n  i n  
T e x a s .  I f  D a v id  w e re  i n t e r e s t e d ,  Broun  w a n te d  him t o  s e n d
50
M in u tes  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  3 ,
1883; B aton  Rouge C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , u n d a te d ,  i n  Boyd
(D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  N e w sp a p e r s ,  Box 1 7 .
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t h e  names o f  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n s  w i t h  whom t h e  B oa rd  o f  
T r u s t e e s  m ig h t  c o r r e s p o n d .  The e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y ,  
B roun  t h o u g h t ,  wou ld  t a k e  p l a c e  on J u n e  2 7 ,  1383,  d u r i n g  
commencement.  Then B ro un  t o l d  D a v id  s o m e th i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  town.  A uburn  was a  " s m a l l  v i l l a g e "  o f  a b o u t  
1 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e ,  " v e r y  q u i e t . "  The B oa rd  o f  T r u s t e e s  and  t h e  
p e o p l e  w a n t e d  t o  make t h e  c o l l e g e  a  "g e n u i n e " s c i e n c e  c e n ­
t e r  w h ic h  i t  h ad  n o t  b e e n  up  t o  t h a t  t i m e .  " I  h a d  p r o ­
p o s e d  many c h g s , "  B roun  w r o t e ,  " a l l  o f  w h ic h  I  l e a v e  t o  my 
51s u c c e s s o r . "
Leroy B ro u n  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd, May 2 5 ,  1883 ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 7; W. Leroy  
Broun t o  D a v id  Boyd, May 30 ,  1883 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  Pape rs ,  
Box 15; D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, J u n e  7 ,  1883,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .  P r o f e s s o r  B r o u n ' s  
f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  David  was more t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  o l d  i n  1383 .  
Broun  h a d  b e e n  a p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a  and  
V a n d e r b i l t  b e f o r e  com ing  t o  A uburn  i n  1882 .  D a v id  t r i e d  t o  
i n d u c e  h im  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  i n  1877,  b u t  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  f u n d s  w ere  
e n j o i n e d  a n d  he d i d  n o t  c a r e  t o  gam ble  t h a t  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  
w o u ld  be  ove rcom e .  B roun  was c o n s i d e r e d  an a u t h o r i t y  on 
" s c i e n t i f i c  and  t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n "  a s  pi’o p o se d  by t h e  
M o r r i l l  A c t  w h ich  c r e a t e d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n ic a l  
C o l l e g e s .  He o p p o se d  " t e a c h i n g  bo y s  t o  p l o w ; "  i n s t e a d  he  
h e l d  t h a t  t h e  " p r i n c i p l e s  and  t h e o r y "  m ust  be  t a u g h t  f i r s t  
an d  t h e  " a p p l i c a t i o n "  c o u l d  come l a t e r .  D av id  u s e d  B r o u n ' s  
i d e a s  a n d  h i s  p u b l i s h e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  h i s  f i g h t  
t o  merge  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i ­
c a l  C o l l e g e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  I n  1874 Broun  w r o t e  D a v id ,  " I  
s h o u l d  b e  g r a t i f i e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  La.  h a d  e x ­
h i b i t e d  t h e  wisdom o f  m ak in g ,  a s  we have  done i n  G e o r g i a ,  
a n d  i n  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e s ,  t h e  ' c o l l e g e  o f
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D a v id  s e n t  B roun  a  few names t o  whom t h e  A ub u rn  
T r u s t e e s  m ig h t  w r i t e  f o r  r e f e i * e n c e s .  He a l s o  t o l d  B ro u n  
t h a t  he  was n o t  a  " c a n d i d a t e "  fox* t h e  j o b .  B u t  i f  a p ­
p o i n t e d  t o  i t ,  h e  w o u ld  a c c e p t .  I m m e d i a t e l y  a  f l o o d  o f  i n ­
q u i r i n g  l e t t e r s  w e n t  o u t  f ro m  t h e  A labam a s c h o o l .  P r e s i ­
d e n t  N i c h o l s o n  w r o t e  a  g l o w i n g  t r i b u t e  f o r  D a v id  w h i c h  h e  
sh o w ed  t o  Tom Boyd b e f o r e  m a i l i n g .  When Tom t o l d  h im  a b o u t
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  A r t s , T a d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y . "  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  A labam a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  o f  w h ic h  B ro u n  became p r e s i d e n t  i n  
1382 ,  was t h e  f i r s t  s o u t h e r n  "A & M" C o l l e g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
s e p a r a t e l y  f ro m  a  s t a t e  U n iv e x * s i ty .  And i n  1883 h e  l e f t  
A labam a f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s ,  a  s t a t e  w h ic h  a l s o  saw 
f i t  t o  c r e a t e  a n  "A & M C o l l e g e "  s e p a r a t e  a n d  d i s t i n c t  f ro m  
i t s  s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  " l i t e i * a r y "  i n s t i t u t i o n .  H i s  d e p a r t u r e  
f r o m  A u b u r n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  D a v i d ' s  s o n ,  LeRoy S t a f f o i ’d Boyd, 
a r o s e  o u t  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  A u b u rn  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  a c ­
c e p t  h i s  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  D a v i d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t i * i e d  t o  im p le m e n t  t h o s e  p r o p o s a l s ,  t h e r e b y  
g u a r a n t e e i n g  h i m s e l f  a n  u n p l e a s a n t  y e a r  i n  A lab am a .  I n  1884 
P r o f e s s o r  B ro u n  was r e c a l l e d  f ro m  T e x a s  t o  A uburn  whei’e  h e  
s p e n t  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  h i s  a c a d e m ic  c a r e e r  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  B roun  s u p p o s e d l y  l e f t  t h e  U n i -  
v e i * s i t y  o f  Geox*gia, w h e re  h e  f i r s t  e a r n e d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  an 
e x p e r t  i n  " s c i e n t i f i c  e d u c a t i o n "  b e c a u s e  h e  r e p l i e d  p u b l i c ­
l y  t o  a n  a r t i c l e  on c y c l o n e s  w r i t t e n  by A l e x a n d e r  H. 
S t e p h e n s ,  t h e  f o r m e r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y .  As 
LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y ,  S t e p h e n s  "knew n o t h ­
i n g  a b o u t  c y c l o n e s , "  b u t  was a t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
C h a r l e s  W e s le y  E d w a r d s ,  A uburn  S t a r t s  a S e c o n d  C e n t u r y . 
P a m p h le t  (A u b u rn ,  A labam a ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  9 ;  W. LeRoy B ro u n  t o  David  
Boyd, November 2 0 ,  1 87 4 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  
A l p h a b e t i c a l  F i l e ,  Box 7; LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd, " R e c o l l e c ­
t i o n s  o f  t h e  E a r l y  H i s t o r y  o f  Nu C h a p t e r  o f  Kappa D e l t a  
F r a t e r n i t y  a t  t h e  A labam a  P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e , "  T y p e s c r i p t  
i n  LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd MS C o l l e c t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r ­
c h i v e s ,  A u b u rn ,  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s
5 7 5
t h e  i n q u i r y ,  D a v id  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  A uburn  t r u s t e e s  
a s k e d  N i c h o l s o n  a b o u t  h im ,  t h e y  w o u ld  a l s o  c o n t a c t  G o v e r n o r  
McEnery,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  E .  H. F a y ,  a n d  
Leon J a s t r e m s k i .  He h o p e d  t h e y  w o u l d .  He w a n t e d  t h e  
T r u s t e e s  t o  know " a l l  t h e y  c a n "  b e f o r e  t h e y  t o o k  any  a c t i o n .  
D a v i d  t h o u g h t  N i c h o l s o n  m ig h t  v e r y  w e l l  w r i t e  a  s e c o n d  l e t ­
t e r  t o  A labam a w h ic h  w o u l d  " n e u t r a l i z e "  t h e  f i r s t .  On t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  D a v i d  r e m a r k e d ,  " I f  t h a t  c rowd ^ /N ic h o l s o n ,  
McEnery,  J a s t r e m s k i  a n d  Fa^r/  t h o u g h t  by p r a i s i n g  me, t h e y  
wd. s e n d  me o f f  t o  A l a .  a n d  f o r e v e r  be  r i d  o f  me, t h e y
C O
m i g h t  w r i t e  f a v o r a b l y . "
D a v id  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  h e  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  w i n  
t h e  A ub u rn  p o s t .  I n  v i e w  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  L o u i s i a n a  
who f e l t  " u n k i n d l y "  t o w a r d  him a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  " A l a .  
D r a g n e t  s y s t e m  o f  i n q u i r y , "  he h a d  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  some 
s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c a l  l e t t e r s  w o u ld  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  T r u s t e e s .
"No, I  do n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t , "  h e  w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r  
i n  m i d - J u n e ,  " a n d  am w o r k i n g  away h e r e  / g r e e n w o o d /  g e t t i n g
" R e c o l l e c t i o n s , "  L. S .  Boyd MS, A uburn  U n i v e r s i t y ,
C O
D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  J u n e  8 ,  1SS3,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1; D. T .  M e r r i c k ,  A labam a 
T r u s t e e ,  t o  D r .  J .  W. D u p r e e ,  J u n e  4 ,  1883;  J .  W. D u p ree  t o  
D a v i d  Boyd, u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 4 .
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r e a d y  f o r  n e x t  y e a r  . . . "5^ D a v id  was t o o  p e s s i m i s t i c .
On J u n e  2 8 ,  1883 ,  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e b a t e ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  A labam a A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  
e l e c t e d  h im  t o  i t s  p r e s i d e n c y  f o r  a t e r m  o f  one y e a r .  A l l  
a p p o i n t m e n t s  w e re  f o r  one  y e a r  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  B o a r d  a l s o  
e n a c t e d  a  s w e e p i n g  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  p l a n  d e s i g n e d  t o  c h a n g e  
t h e  s c h o o l  f ro m  i t s  " s e m i - l i t e r a r y  c h a r a c t e r  t o  a  more  d e ­
c i d e d  c o u r s e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n i n g . "  Very
p r o b a b l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  some o f  t h e  " l i t e r a r y "  s t a f f  w o u l d  n o t
54b e  r e h i r e d  when t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  e n d e d .
D a v i d  was i n  B a to n  Rouge on J u n e  2 9 ,  1883,  w hen  he  
l e a r n e d  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n  by t h e  A labam a  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s .  
A f t e r  s e l l i n g  h i s  h o u s e  he  l e f t  f o r  A uburn  w h e r e  h e  s p e n t  
t e n  d a y s  a n d  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  V i r g i n i a .  H i s  a f f a i r s  t h e r e ,  
h e  w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  w e re  i n  h o r r i b l e  s h a p e .  T h e r e  was no 
c h a n c e  t o  s u b - l e t  G reenw ood f o r  t h e  com ing  y e a r  o r  t o  s e l l
^ 3D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd ,  J u n e  1 8 ,  1 883 ,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1.
^ 0 .  D, S m i t h ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  a t  A u b u r n ,  
t o  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n ,  t e l e g r a m ,  J u n e  2 8 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  i b i d . ; R .  M. 
L u s h e r ,  t o  D a v id  B oyd,  J u n e  2 9 ,  1883 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) 
C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 10; R e c o r d  o f  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  
o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  
C o l l e g e  o f  A labam a ,  J u n e  25 ,  2 7 ,  2 8 ,  1 883 ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
A r c h i v e s ,  A u b u rn  U n i v e r s i t y ,  h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  P r o c e e d ­
i n g s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  A u b urn  U n i v e r s i t y ;  D a v i d  F .  
Boyd,  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l
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t h e  f u r n i t u r e  w i t h o u t  s u f f e r i n g  a  g r e a t  l o s s .  To make 
m a t t e r s  w o r s e  h e  w o u ld  g e t  no  p ay  a t  A u b u rn  u n t i l  J a n u a r y ,
1, 1S84 .  I f  he  c o u l d  s e e  a n y  way t o  a v o i d  l o s i n g  $ 1 , 0 0 0  o r  
$ 1 , 2 0 0  a t  Greenwood h e  w o u ld  n o t  m ind  t h e  " l a t e  p a y " a t  
A u b u r n .  " I  f e a r  when I  t a k e  h i d  down t h e r e  I  may b e  s o  a n ­
n o y e d ,  a nd  b e d e v i l e d ,  w i t h  my a f f a i r s  h e r e  and  i n  La .  t h a t  
I c a n - d o  no good  i n  A la . " ® ^  B e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  do  v e r y  l i t t l e
C o l l e g e  o f  A la b a m a ,  1 8 8 3 - 8 4 ,  i n  O f f i c i a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  u n d a t e d ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  A ub u rn  U n i ­
v e r s i t y .  On J u n e  3 0 ,  a n d  A u g u s t  7 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  t h e  Montgomery 
D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r  h a i l e d  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  
i n  " a i m i n g "  t o w a r d  s c i e n c e  by  h i r i n g  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a g r i c u l ­
t u r e  a n d  a c q u i r i n g  250  a c r e s  f o r  an  e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a r m .  The 
p a p e r  a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  b u i l d  " w o r k s h o p s . "  
As a ' ' p o l y t e c h n i c "  s c h o o l ,  t h e  e d i to i*  a s s u r e d  h i s  r e a d e r s ,  
t h e  A St M C o l l e g e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y  a t  T u s c a l o o s a .  The A & M " t e a c h e s  m a t t e r s  p r a c t i c a l l y , "  
he  e x p l a i n e d ,  " a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  & c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g  a r e  
s p e c i a l t i e s . "
55Wm. LeRoy B roun  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  t e l e g r a m ,  J u n e  3 0 ,  
1 883 ,  i n  O f f i c i a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  P r e s i d e n t  D. F .  Boyd, 
A r c h i v e s ,  A u bu rn  U n i v e r s i t y ;  B a to n  Rouge  W eekly  T r u t h , J u l y  
6 , 2 0 ,  1883; D a v i d  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A u g u s t  8 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .  D a v id  m i g h t  h a v e  
a d d e d  M a ry lan d  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  s t a t e s  i n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  s i z ­
a b l e  d e b t s .  I n  A p r i l ,  1882 ,  D a v i d ' s  l a w y e r  f r i e n d ,  R i c h a r d  
M. V e n a b l e ,  t o l d  D a v id  t h a t  a f t e r  r e p e a t e d  e f f o r t s  t o  
s e c u r e  a  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  o w n e rs  o f  S t .  C l e m e n t s ,  t h e y  
s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  h im  l i a b l e  t o  p ay  t h e  $ 1 , 0 0 0  r e n t  h e  c o n ­
t r a c t e d  f o r  i n  1 8 7 7 .  The o w n e r ' s  a g e n t  t h o u g h t  t h e  s e t t l e ­
m en t  f a i r  b e c a u s e  D a v i d ' s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  go t h e r e  came s o  
l a t e  i n  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  p l a c e  c o u l d  n o t  be  r e n t e d  a n d  i t s  
r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  s c h o o l  h a d  s u f f e r e d  a s  a  r e s u l t .  R. M. 
V e n a b l e  t o  D a v i d  Boyd, A p r i l  2 8 ,  1882 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . ) 
P a p e r s , Box 15.
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t o  s o l v e  h i s  p ro b le m s  i n  V i r g i n i a  e i t h e r ,  D a v id  r e t u r n e d  t o  
A uburn  b r i e f l y  i n  m id -A u g u s t  and  t h e n  went  t o  B a to n  Rouge 
f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  m onth .  He h a d  t o  be b a ck  i n  Auburn t o  
s t a y  by S e p tem b er  1, a l t h o u g h  he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  h e  would  
move h i s  f a m i l y  t h e r e  t h a t  f a l l .  He ch an g e d  h i s  mind l a t e r ,  
b u t  e x a c t l y  when E t t i e  Boyd,  h e r  s i s t e r  and  t h e  s e v e n  c h i l ­
d r e n  a r r i v e d  i n  Auburn i s  n o t  c l e a r .  They w e re  c e r t a i n l y  
t h e r e  by O c to b e r  8 ,  1883,  how ever ,  when a l e t t e r  D av id  s e n t  
t o  Tom Boyd c l o s e d ,  "We a r e  a l l  w e l l  and  s e n d  b e s t  l o v e  t o  
you  a n d  y o u r s . "
A l i t t l e  more t h a n  s i x  weeks l a t e r  t r a g e d y  s t r u c k  
t h e  Boyd f a m i l y .  A r t h u r  Boyd, D av id  and  E t t i e ' s  t w e l v e -  
y e a r  - o l d  s o n ,  was a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d  by  h i s  y o u n g ­
e r  b r o t h e r ,  Rex (David  F r e n c h  Boyd,  J r . ) .  S e v e n - y e a r - o l d  
Rex a n d  h i s  t e n - y e a r - o l d  b r o t h e r  L e ig h  h a d  b e e n  p l a y i n g  
w i t h  a s h o t g u n  u s e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  d ay  by t h e i r  o l d e s t  
b r o t h e r  J a c k .  When t h e  gun  d i s c h a r g e d ,  t h e  s h o t  h i t  A r t h u r  
i n  t h e  f a c e  a n d  h e a d ,  k i l l i n g  him i n s t a n t l y .  F i v e  days  
l a t e r  David  was s t i l l  s o  d i s t r a u g h t  t h a t  he  c o u l d  n o t  b r i n g  
h i m s e l f  t o  d e s c r i b e  " t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s "  t o  Tom. He s e n t  h im
56 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A u g u st  8 ,  1 1 ,  O cto b e r  8 ,
1 8 8 3 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1 .
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a  n e w sp a p e r  c l i p p i n g  i n s t e a d .  E t t i e  was " h e a r t b r o k e n , "
D av id  t o l d  h i s  b r o t h e r .
The s h o c k  upon h e r  was d r e a d f u l .  She h a p p e n e d  t o  l o o k  
o u t  h e r  window j u s t  a s  i t  was done ,  and  s a w  i t  w i t h  
h e r  own e y e s !  And t h e n  s h e  r a n  s c r e a m i n g  down t h e  
s t ree t - - fo r_ _ m e_ I  We a r e  a l l  i n  t e r r i b l e  f i x - - a w f u l  
c o n d i t i o n ;  . . .  My b u s i n e s s  a l o n e  i s  n e a r l y  d r i v i n g  
me c r a z y ;  and  w ha t  I  am t o  d o - - o f f  h e r e  among 
s t r a n g e r s - - u n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s — a t  s u c h  a  t im e ,  
w i t h o u t  m eans,  God o n l y  k n o w s . 57
D a v i d ' s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  God was i r o n i c .  Many d e v o u t  
A labam ans t h o u g h t  he  was a n  a t h e i s t  and some h a d  done a l l  
t h e y  c o u l d  t o  deny h im  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e .  They b a s e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  W i l l i a m  G o o d a le ,  a  B a t o n  Rouge l a w ­
y e r ,  s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B oa rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  a n d  
a  p r o m i n e n t  M e t h o d i s t  lay m an .  G oo d a le  (and  o t h e r s ,  Dav id  
s u s p e c t e d )  s u p p l i e d  A labam a " c h u r c h  p e o p l e "  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  D av id  was n o t  " s o u n d "  on r e l i g i o n .  " T h a t  was t h e  
c a u s e  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  h e s i t a t i o n  f ro m  Monday /J u n e  2 5 /  t o  
T h u r s d a y  / J u n e  2 8 /  t o  e l e c t  m e , " D av id  e x p l a i n e d  t o  h i s
S7^ B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e . November 
2 7 ,  1883; Montgomery D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r , November 2 7 ,  1883; 
B a to n  Rouge Weekly T r u t h , November 30 ,  1883; D a v i d  Boyd t o  
Tom Boyd, November 29 ,  1883,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D. ) P a p e r s ,  
1 8 8 2 -8 3 ,  Box 1.
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b r o t h e r  i n  m id - A u g u s t .  Even b e f o r e  t h e n  a  b r i e f  v i s i t  t o
A uburn  i n  J u l y  c o n v i n c e d  D av id  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  e x p e c t  t r o u b l e
f ro m  " c h u r c h  p e o p l e . "  He r e m a r k e d  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r :
Our A l a .  s c h o o l  i s  e n c r u s t e d  a l l  o v e r  t h i c k  w i t h  
M ethod ism ,  and  a l l  i t s  c o n c o m m i t a n t s - - i g n o r a n c e ,  
p r e j u d i c e ,  n a r r o w n e s s  & b i g o t r y ;  a n d  w i t h  G o o d a l e ' s  
s e n d  o f f , God o n l y  knows how I  w i l l  g e t  a l o n g  t h e r e .
X w en t  t o  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  t h e r e  on Sunday ;  a n d ,  
some o f  t h e  ' B r e t h e r e n  and  s i s t r e n * s e em e d  t o  lo o k  
a t  me a s  i f  I w e r e  a  w i l d  b e a s t
53 D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A u g u s t  11 ,  1883 ,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 -8 3 ,  Box 1 .  I n  a  d i a r y  e n t r y  f o r  
J a n u a r y  15,  1876,  Tom Boyd r e c o r d e d  h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  W i l l i a m  
G o o d a le  whom he  l a b e l e d  a  " z e a l o u s  m a s t e r  m ason" and  " s a n c ­
t i m o n i o u s  M e t h o d i s t  e l d e r . "  Tom h a d  gone  t o  a  B a to n  Rouge 
home t o  g e t  one o f  D a v i d ' s  c h i l d r e n  a f t e r  a  p a r t y .  He was 
i n v i t e d  t o  " j o i n  t h e  m e n ,"  among them  E l d e r  G o o d a le ,  whom 
h e  fo u n d  e n g a g e d  i n  a  c o n t e s t  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  m os t  o f f - c o l o r  
a n e c d o t e s .  I f  men l i k e  G o od a le  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a r t  o f  c o n ­
v e r s a t i o n ,  Tom r e m a r k e d ,  he h o p e d  h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  become a  
" f i n e  t a l k e r . "  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  J a n u a r y  15 ,  1876 .
D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A u g u s t  8 ,  1 883 ,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 -8 3 ,  Box 1 .  I n  1872 t h e  Alabama 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
b u i l d i n g s  d o n a t e d  by  t h e  E a s t  A labam a Male C o l l e g e ,  a  M e th ­
o d i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  c h a r t e r e d  i n  1 8 56 .  But  i n  g i v i n g  up  t h e i r  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  d i d  n o t  g i v e  up  t h e  s t r o n g  i n f l u ­
e n c e  t h e y  e x e r c i s e d  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  and  t h e  com m uni ty .  A c­
c o r d i n g  t o  LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd, M e t h o d i s t s  t r i e d  t o  r u n  t h e  
c o l l e g e  and  d i d  r u n  t h e  town w e l l  i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n ­
t u r y .  I n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  a  l o c a l  m i n i s t e r  s c h e d u l e d  a  s p e c i a l  
p r a y e r  m e e t i n g  w h e n e v e r  a  d a n c e  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  A u b urn .  D u r ­
i n g  D a v i d ' s  b r i e f  t e n u r e  o n ly  one  b a l l  t o o k  p l a c e .  H e l d  a t  
Commencement i n  J u n e ,  1884,  t h e  d a n c e  was a  " g r e a t  i n n o v a ­
t i o n  and  g a v e  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  a  g r e a t  p a i n . "  B a p t i s t s  w e r e  
p r o b a b l y  p a i n e d  t o o ,  a n d  one o f  them  may h a v e  b e e n  D a v i d ' s  
w i f e .  She was v e r y  s t r i c t  and  i n  1897,  s h e  i n a u g u r a t e d  a  
s e r i e s  o f  " s o c i a l s "  a t  h e r  home f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  Young 
P e o p l e ' s  U n io n .  "The e v e n i n g  was s p e n t  v e r y  p l e a s a n t l y , "
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D av id  was n o t  e x a g g e r a t i n g .  By l a t e  A u g u s t  t h e  
w h i s p e r i n g  c a m p a ig n  a g a i n s t  h im  h a d  grown t o  s u c h  p r o p o r ­
t i o n s  t h a t  a  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  t r i e d  t o  d e f e n d  h im .  To t h e  
c h a r g e  t h a t  D a v i d  was n o t  a  " b e l i e v e r "  t h e  e d i t o r  r e p l i e d ,  
" T h i s  we b e l i e v e  i s  f a l s e . "  C o l o n e l  Boyd m ig h t  n o t  b e  a  
c h u r c h  member, b u t  n e i t h e r  was  J e s u s ;  a n d  no  o n e ,  t h e  e d i t o r  
com m ented ,  w o u ld  c o m p l a i n  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  H is  r e l i g i o n .
B u t  some o f  t h e  p a p e r ’s  r e a d e r s  w e r e  n o t  c o n v i n c e d .  By 
O c t o b e r  l o c a l  M e t h o d i s t s  h a d  s t e p p e d  u p  t h e i r  a t t a c k s ,  and  
D a v id  was b e c o m in g  a  n o t o r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
"ven o m o u s"  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h im  t o  Tom Boyd,  D a v id  r e p o r t e d :
One o f  them  s a i d  a t  O p e l i k a  t h e  o t h e r  day :  'T h e
c o l l e g e  f i r s t  h a d  f o r  i t s  p r e s i d e n t  a  M e t h o d i s t  
m i n i s t e r ;  t h e n  a  B a p t i s t  p r e a c h e r ,  n e x t  an  E p i s ­
c o p a l i a n ,  a n d  now i t  h a s  t h e  d e v i l J  * And t o d a y . a t  
a  f a r m e r ' s  c l u b  h e l d  h e r e  I  was t o l d  t h a t  a t  t h e  
M e t h o d i s t  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  N o r t h  A la b am a ,  some t i m e  
s i n c e ,  I  was o p e n l y  a t t a c k e d  on t h e  s c o r e  o f  i r r e l i g -
i o n  on t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  b o d y i .  . . . B u t  I  h a v e  n o t
fino p e n e d  my m o u th  a n d  d o n ' t  p r o p o s e  t o  do s o .  u
N e w s p a p e rs  k e p t  t h e  w ar  a l i v e  f o r  m o n th s .  " I s  he  
an  A t h e i s t ? "  a s k e d  t h e  Monroe J o u r n a l  on November 6 ,  1883 .
n o t e d  t h e  l o c a l  e d i t o r .  " T h e r e  w e r e  g a m e s ,  m u s ic  a n d  d e l i ­
c i o u s  r e f r e s h m e n t s . "  N o t h i n g ,  i t  w i l l  be  n o t i c e d ,  i s  s a i d  
a b o u t  d a n c i n g .  " R e c o l l e c t i o n s , "  L. S .  Boyd MS, A u b u rn  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ;  O p e l i k a  (A labam a)  P o s t , J u n e  2 5 ,  1897 .
fiOD a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , O c to b e r  6 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 8 3 ,  Box 1; O p e l ik a  (A labam a) T im e s ,
A u g u st  2 4 ,  1 8 8 3 .
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I t  d e c i d e d  he  p r o b a b l y  was s i n c e  he o f f e r e d  no d e f e n s e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  V a r i o u s  L o u i s i a n a  f r i e n d s  t r i e d  t o  
a n sw e r  f o r  h im  by s e n d i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  p r o m i n e n t  A lab am an s ,  
m i n i s t e r s  a n d  laym en ,  a t t e s t i n g  t o  h i s  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r .
D a v id  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  b u t  d o u b t e d  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  
t h e y  s a i d  w o u ld  do him much g o o d .  The " r e l i g i o u s  c r u s a d e "  
w o u ld  d r i v e  him o u t  o f  Auburn  v e r y  s o o n ,  a n d  t h e  c o l l e g e  
i t s e l f  was s o  " b a d l y  o r g a n i z e d "  t h a t  " t r o u b l e  ( i n t e r n a l ) "  
m ig h t  b r e a k  o u t  a t  any  moment.  Under t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  he  
d e c i d e d  t o  r e s i g n  a n d  go b a c k  t o  Greenwood.  W ith  a l l  t h e  
"hue  and  c r y "  a g a i n s t  him i n  A labam a,  he  w r o t e  Tom Boyd i n  
O c t o b e r ,  1883 ,  he c o u l d  n e v e r  ho p e  t o  g e t  a n o t h e r  c o l l e g e  
j o b  anywhere.®'*'
A c t u a l l y  D a v id  h a d  a l r e a d y  r e s i g n e d  when h e  in fo rm e d  
h i s  b r o t h e r  o f  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s .  B e s i d e s  t h e  " r e l i g i o u s  
c r u s a d e , "  r e s t r i c t i o n s  l i m i t i n g  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  seem t o  h a v e  
p r o m p te d  t h e  a c t i o n .  E a r l y  i n  S e p tem b er  h e  a s k e d  F .  M. 
R e e s e ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  p r e c i s e l y  when
61Monroe ( M o n r o e v i l l e ,  A labam a)  J o u r n a l , November
6 , 1883; R o b e r t  L. S t u a r t  t o  D a v id  Boyd, O c t o b e r  4 ,  1883 ,  
i n  D av id  F .  Boyd, P e r s o n a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
A r c h i v e s ,  A uburn  U n i v e r s i t y ;  D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,
O c to b e r  11, 1883,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) p a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 -8 3 ,
Box 1,
h i s  t e n u r e  b e g a n  and  w h a t  h i s  p o w e rs  an d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
e n t a i l e d .  R e e s e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  t o o k  i t  f o r  g r a n t e d
D a v i d ' s  t e r m  b e g a n  when e x - P r e s i d e n t  B r o u n ' s  e n d e d ,  on J u n e
2 8 ,  1883 .  "As t o  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  y o u r  o f f i c e , "  h e  c o n t i n u e d ,
" I  c a n  o n l y  r e f e r  you t o  t h e  R u l e s  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d
62by t h e  B o a rd  . . .  a t  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  i n  J u n e . "
The r e s p o n s e  d i d  n o t  s a t i s f y  D a v i d .  He t h o u g h t  h e  h a d  a 
m a n d a te  t o  p r o c e d e  w i t h  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  p l a n  s u g g e s t e d  
b y  e x - P r e s i d e n t  W. LeRoy B ro u n  a n d  e n d o r s e d  by t h e  B o a r d  o f  
T r u s t e e s  i n  J u n e ,  1883 .  T h i s  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  number o f " s e m i - l i t e r a r y " c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  by 
t h e  c o l l e g e  a n d  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on " S c i e n c e  a n d  i t s  a p p l i c a ­
t i o n s . "  I t  w o u ld  a l s o  mean t h a t  o n l y  t h e  B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i ­
e n c e  d e g r e e  w o u l d  be  g r a n t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  B u t  t h e  r u l e s  
a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  D av id  f o u n d  o u t ,  r e q u i r e d  h im  t o  s h a r e  
c e r t a i n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p o w e r s  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y .  The 
" s e m i - l i t e r a r y "  p r o f e s s o r s  n a t u r a l l y  o p p o s e d  a ny  p l a n s  h e  
h a d  t o  " a d m i n i s t e r "  them  o u t  o f  em p lo ym en t  a n d  t h e y  fo rm e d  
w h a t  D a v id  l a t e r  c a l l e d  a  " . j u n t a , " p a r t l y  i n s i d e  a n d  p a r t l y  
o u t s i d e  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  t o  f o r c e  h im  o u t  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .
®^David Boyd t o  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  
1883 ;  F .  M. R e e c e  t o  D, F .  Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  13 ,  1 883 ,  i n  
O f f i c i a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  A u bu rn  U n i v e r s i ­
t y .
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• ' I t  i s  t h e  o l d  s t o r y , " he  w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  " t h o s e  who 
h a v e  c o n t r o l e d  t h e  s c h o o l  h e r e  f o r  y e a r s ,  do n o t  l i k e  any
CO
q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  o r  c r i t i c i s m  m a d e . " 0
The f a c t  t h a t  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  was on f i l e  d i d  n o t  
k e e p  Dav id  f rom  m ak ing  s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Commit­
t e e  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  1883 ,  he a s k e d  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  " d e f i n e "  h i s  d u t i e s .  O th e r  o f f i c e r s ,  p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c o l l e g e  t r e a s u r e r ,  seem ed  t o  b e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
d u t i e s  n o r m a l l y  r e s e r v e d  t o  a  c o l l e g e  p r e s i d e n t .  The d i s ­
c i p l i n a r y  s y s t e m  a l s o  n e e d e d  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  D a v i d ' s  
w o r d s :
The d i s c i p l i n e  . . . u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a ­
t i o n s  i s  i n  a  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  p r e c a r i o u s  c o n d i t i o n .
I  f i n d  a  m i l i t a r y  i n s t i t u t e  u n d e r  a  f a c u l t y  g o v e r n ­
ment w h ic h  i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s  a n d  a l m o s t  a 
n u l l i t y  i n  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t .  . . . You h a v e  m i l i t a r y  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  enou g h  t o  h a r a s s  y o u r  boys  a n d  r a i s e  a 
row b u t  n o t  enough  m i l i t a r y  h o n o r  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  
y o u r  p r e s i d e n t  t o  p u t  down a  row .  You h o l d  h im
®°David Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, November 8 ,  1883,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 -8 3 ,  Box 1; Wm. LeRoy B ro u n ,  R e p o r t  
t o  t h e  Board  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  1883,  i n  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  
t h e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  Auburn  U n i v e r s i t y ;  D a v id  F .  Boyd,
Cax’d t o  a d v e r t i s e  t h e  Alabama A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n ic a l  
C o l l e g e ,  November 10,  1883,  i n  O f f i c i a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  A uburn  U n i v e r s i t y ;  D a v id  Boyd, G e n e r a l  O rde rs  
No. 1, Alabama A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  S e p te m ­
b e r  2 6 ,  1883, i b i d . ; " R e c o l l e c t i o n s , "  L. S .  Boyd MS, Auburn  
U n i v e r s i t y .  LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " a l l  q u e s ­
t i o n s "  had  t o  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a 
v e r y  " s to rm y  s e s s i o n "  i n  1 8 8 3 - 8 4 .
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r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  . . . ;  y e t  y o u  g i v e  
h im  v e r y  l i t t l e  a u t h o r i t y .  . . . T h e  w h o le  t h i n g  
n e e d s  o v e r h a u l i n g  . . . and  i t  c a n n o t  be done  t o o  
s o o n . ^
D av id  p r e d i c t e d  a  b rea k d o w n  i n  t h e  " c o n t i ’o l  and 
r e s t r a i n t "  o f  t h e  c a d e t s  i f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  r e ­
v i s e d  a t  o n c e .  He p r o v e d  t o  be  a p r o p h e t .  E a r l y  i n  Decem­
b e r  a  g r o u p  o f  c a d e t s  m et  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o l ­
l e g e  c h a p e l  t o  p r o t e s t  som e d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  D a v i d  r e s p o n d e d  by r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e i r  p r i v i ­
l e g e s  on S a t u r d a y  and  S u n d a y  n i g h t s .  Some o f  t h e  c a d e t s  
t h e n  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  who a d d r e s s e d  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  
D a v id  r e q u e s t i n g  him  t o  r e s c i n d  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n .  The s t u ­
d e n t s  h a d  a s s u r e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  t h a t  t h e y  m ea n t  no " d i s ­
r e s p e c t "  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  when t h e y  h e l d  t h e i r  m e e t i n g  
a n d  t h a t  "no c o n s p i r a c y  t o  u n d e rm in e  t h e  c o l l e g e  r u l e s  
e x i s t e d  o r  was i n t e n d e d . "  On December 1 9 ,  1883 ,  t h e  B o a rd  
o f  T r u s t e e s  m et  i n  A uburn  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c r i s i s .  Not 
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  D av id  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
B o a r d  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  He f e l t  t h a t  " a l l  t h e  f a c t s "  h a d  n o t
64 D a v id  Boyd,  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it te e  o f  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  t y p e s c r i p t ,  O c t o b e r  15, 1 8 8 3 ,  De­
p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  A u b u r n  U n i v e r s i t y .  F o r  g o o d  m e a s u r e  
D a v id  i n f o r m e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  "You h a v e  no l i b r a r y . "  Y/m. 
LeRoy Broun  r e p o r t e d  a t o t a l  o f  1 , 4 0 0  v o lu m e s  i n  J u n e ,
1 8 83 ,  b u t  D a v id  d e c l a r e d  t h e r e  w ere  n o t  s e v e n t y - f i v e  o f  
" g e n e r a l  l i t e r a t u r e . "
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b e en  e l i c i t e d  and t h a t  h i s  d u t y  t o  h i m s e l f  r e q u i r e d  h im  t o  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  two members o f  t h e  s t a f f  who g a v e  t h e  c a d e t s  
" im p ro p e r  a d v i c e  o f  a n  i n s u b o r d i n a t e  n a t u r e "  when t h e  c r i s i s  
o c c u r r e d .  T h e i r  a im ,  he  c h a r g e d ,  was t o  k e e p  h im ,  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t ,  " i n  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  m u t i n o u s  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  
c a d e t s . "  Of t h e  men named,  one was t h e  t r e a s u r e r ,  whose  
o f f i c e  D a v id  t h o u g h t  e n c r o a c h e d  on  h i s  own. The o t h e r  was 
t h e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s .  B o t h ,  David  c h a r g e d ,  t r i e d  
t o  k e ep  t h e  commandant f rom  i n f o r m i n g  him a b o u t  t h e  c a d e t s ’ 
" m u t in o u s "  c o n d u c t . ® 5
What a c t i o n  ( i f  any)  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  t o o k  i n  
December,  1883 ,  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  B u t  i t  was n o t  enough  t o  
s a t i s f y  D a v i d .  His  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  on  f i l e  s i n c e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
S e p te m b e r ,  was e x p l a i n e d  v e r b a l l y  t o  t h e  B o a r d  i n  December 
a n d  i n  w r i t i n g  j u s t  b e f o r e  he l e f t  Alabama i n  J u n e ,  1884 .
®5D a v id  Boyd t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  December 2 0 ,  
1883; F a c u l t y  P e t i t i o n  t o  David F .  Boyd, December  12,  1883,  
i n  O f f i c i a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  A uburn  U n i v e r ­
s i t y ,  J u s t  b e f o r e  D a v i d  l e f t  A labam a  i n  1 8 84 ,  a  l e t t e r  t o  
t h e  Montgomery D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r  by  a  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r  r e ­
m arked  t h a t  " t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a P r e s i d e n t  i s  t o  b e  a  m o r a l  
p o l i c e m a n  t o  knock  down and d r a g  o u t  boys i s  f o r t u n a t e l y  
w e l l - n i g h  s p e n t . "  The  a u t h o r  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  m a t h e m a t i c s  
p r o f e s s o r  w o u ld  be a  g o o d  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  D a v i d .  Montgomery 
D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r . J u n e  1,  1884.
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He r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h im t o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  h e  w i s h e d  i t  w e l l .  B u t  i t  was i m p o s ­
s i b l e  f o r  h im  t o  do " p r o p e r  o r  s u c c e s s f u l  w o rk "  u n d e r  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m .  " T h e r e  i s  a  b r i g h t  f u t u r e  h e r e , "  h e  c o n ­
c l u d e d ,  " f o r  some one  w i t h  a  p r o p e r  c h a r t e r  i n  h i s  h a n d s ,  
a n d  w i t h  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c a r r y  i t  o u t . "  °
When he  w r o t e  t h o s e  w o r d s ,  D a v id  h i m s e l f  was l o o k ­
i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e .  On A p r i l  7 ,  1884 ,  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  v o t e d  u n a n ­
i m o u s l y  t o  r e c a l l  h im  a s  p r e s i d e n t .  A f t e r  a  y e a r  i n  o f ­
f i c e  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  w a n t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  
t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t e x t b o o k s . He a n n o u n c e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  i n ­
f o r m a l l y  on  March 1 t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  As s o o n  a s  t h e y  l e a r n e d  o f  i t ,
/ j  / j
D a v id  F .  Boyd,  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  
t y p e s c r i p t ,  / J u n e  2 3 ,  1 8 8 4 / ,  A u b u rn  U n i v e r s i t y .  I n  h i s  com­
m encem ent  a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  on J u n e  2 5 ,  1884 ,  D a v id  was c o n ­
s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  f o r m a l .  The t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  A labam a A g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  h e  d e c l a r e d ,  was t h a t  no 
one  c o u l d  a g r e e  on w h a t  i t_  s h o u l d  b e :  " A g r i c u l t u r a l ,  m i l i ­
t a r y  I n s t . ,  a r t s  c o l l / e g e / . " The r e s u l t  was a  h o d g e p o d g e .  
The r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t r u e  t o  no  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  
w e r e  n o t h i n g  b u t  a  " m o n g r e l  m e s s . "  " I n  f a c t , "  h e  t o l d  h i s  
young  l i s t e n e r s ,  " t h i s  c o l l e g e  now may w e l l  b e  c a l l e d  a n  
e d u c a t i o n a l  j u n k  s h o p j " L o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s  f a i l e d  t o  p r i n t  
D a v i d ' s  r e m a r k s ,  b u t  a  g r o u p  o f  c i t i z e n s  a s k e d  f o r  a  copy  
o f  t h e  s p e e c h .  T h ey  w a n t e d  t o  p u b l i s h  i t ,  " b e l i e v i n g  i t s  
c i r c u l a t i o n  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n . " D a v id
F .  Boyd,  Commencement A d d r e s s  / J u n e  2 5 ,  1 8 8 4 / ,  i n  O f f i c i a l  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  A u b u rn  U n i v e r s i t y ;  E . W.
588
D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  b e g an  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e i r  c a m p a ig n  t o  b r i n g  
him b a c k  t o  B a to n  Rouge .  F o r  h i s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t h e  c h a n c e  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  L o u i s i a n a  came none  t o o  s o o n .  The y e a r  h e  
s p e n t  i n  Alabama was p r o b a b l y  t h e  m ost  m i s e r a b l e  o f  h i s  
c a r e e r  up  t o  t h a t  t i m e .  B e s i d e s  t e r r i f i c  d e b t  and  r e l i ­
g i o u s  b i g o t r y  he  h a d  t o  e n d u r e  t h e  t r a g e d y  o f  h i s  s o n  
A r t h u r ' s  a c c i d e n t a l  d e a t h  and  t h e  a c t i v e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  some 
o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s .  He d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  and  he  c o u l d  n o t  d e v e l o p  t h e  s o r t  o f  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  i t  
w h ic h  a lw a y s  a t t e n d e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  A l e t t e r  
h e  w r o t e  l a t e  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1884,  r e v e a l s  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  h i s  
d e p r e s s i o n .
I  am t i r e d  o f  t h i s  p l a c e ,  a n d ,  X t h i n k ,  o f  s u c h  s t a t e  
s c h o o l  work . . .  I  do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l ,  o r  i n  Alabam a t h a t  I  s h d .  f e e l ,  t o  be i n  
c h a r g e  o f  one o f  h e r  S t a t e  s c h o o l s .  I  know no one  i n  
t h e  S t a t e  h a r d l y ,  a n d  d o n ' t  c a r e  t o  know t h e  p e o p l e .  
T h a t  a l o n e  u n f i t s  me t o  be h e r e ,  and  I  t h i n k  I  h a d  
b e t t e r  g e t  away.®7
News o f  P r e s i d e n t  N i c h o l s o n ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e s i g n
Soloman t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd,  J u n e  2 6 ,  1884,  i n  P e r s o n a l  C o r ­
r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  A uburn  U n i v e r s i t y .
®7D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1884; G. 
Mason Graham t o  Thomas Boyd, March 2 3 ,  1884; Max F e a z e l  t o  
Tom Boyd, March 2 3 ,  1884 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  
1 8 8 4 -9 6 ,  Box 2 ;  M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l
7 ,  1884; B a to n  Rouge Weekly  T r u t h , A p r i l  11 ,  1884.
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im p r o v e d  D a v i d ' s  m o r a l e  i m m e n s e ly .  When G e n e r a l  G. Mason 
Graham a n d  o t h e r s  i n f o r m e d  h im  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  h i s  b e ­
h a l f ,  D a v i d ' s  f o r m e r l y  d e p r e s s e d  l e t t e r s  a s s u m e d  an  e n t i r e ­
l y  new c h a r a c t e r .  To h i s  b r o t h e r  Tom he  s e n t  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s
f o r  "w h a t  may come t o  p a s s . "  B u t  a b o v e  a l l  he  w a n t e d  t o
* ,
make s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p e o p l e  a c t e d  t o g e t h e r .
They m u s t  " a v o i d  a  s n a r l "  s o  t h a t  when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  met  
i n  May, t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  no " f a m i l y  q u a r r e l "  l i k e  t h e  one  i n  
1880 w h i c h  c a u s e d  a n  u p r o a r  i n  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s ­
s e m b ly .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  n e e d e d  f r i e n d s  a n d  " n o t  a  s i n g l e  
e n e m y ."  I t  was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  t o  o f f e n d  
P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l loch  ( r e e m p lo y e d  i n  1 8 8 2 )  a n d  h i s  f i - i e n d s  
l e s t  t h e y  " a t t a c k "  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  com ing  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  
d e f e a t  i t s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l .  The U n i v e r s i t y  was c e r t a i n ­
l y  i n a d e q u a t e ,  D a v i d  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i n  t h e  " c h e m i c a l  a n d  
p h y s i c a l  d e p t s , "  I t  n e e d e d  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d s  t o  c a t c h  u p  
w i t h  o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a n d  i t s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  i n  t h o s e  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  m i g h t  w e l l  b r i n g  down l e g i s l a t i v e  w r a t h  
a n d  a d r i v e  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h en  D a v id  o u t l i n e d  
t h e  c h a l l e n g e  w h i c h  f a c e d  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
f u t u r e :
E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  i s  n o t  now w h a t  i t  was 100 
y e a r s  a g o ;  n o ,  n o r  w ha t  i t  was e v e n  25  y e a r s  a g o .
T hen  L i t e r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  was a  l u x u r y ;  now s c i e n t i f i c
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e d u c a t i o n  i s  a n e c e s s i t y I And y r .  f a c u l t y  a n d  
S u p e r v i s o r s  m us t  f a l l  i n t o  l i n e ,  a n d  go  f o r w a r d ; 
o r  m u s t  be  m u s t e r e d  o u t  168
The B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  n o t i f i e d  D a v i d  o f f i c i a l l y  
o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  A p r i l  7 ,  1 884 .  
N i c h o l s o n ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  w o u ld  n o t  t a k e  e f f e c t  u n t i l  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  O c t o b e r ,  b u t  D a v i d ' s  t e l e g r a m  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  i g ­
n o r e d  t h a t  d e t a i l .  M aking no e f f o r t  t o  c o n c e a l  h i s  e n t h u s i ­
asm o r  h i s  e a g e r n e s s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  B a to n  R ouge ,  h e  r e p l i e d  
a t  o n c e :
P r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a c c e p t e d  w i t h  t h a n k s  
f o r  t h e  h o n o r .  W i l l  do my b e s t  f o r  La.  a g a i n .
P o s t  me t h o r o u g h l y  o n  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p o l i c y  
o f  t h e  B o a r d  b e f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  p l a n s  
f o r  n e x t  y e a r .  No t i m e  t o  l o s e  now, we m u s t  p u sh  
t h i n g s  v i g o r o u s l y .  D. B o y d . 69
As Tom Boyd o n c e  r e m a r k e d  a b o u t  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  D a v id  was n o t
a  " v e n g e f u l "  man. He p r o v e d  t h a t  when h e  u r g e d  t h e  c a d e t s
n o t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a f t e r  h i s  r e m o v a l  i n  1880 .  He
p r o v e d  i t  a g a i n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1884 when h e  t r i e d  t o  s a v e
P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l l o c h ' s  a  j o b  a f t e r  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s
g o
G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham t o  Thomas B oyd,  March 2 3 ,  
1384;  Max F e a z e l  t o  Tom Boyd,  March 2 8 ,  1884;  D a v id  Boyd t o  
Tom Boyd, A p r i l  2 ,  18 8 4 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  
1 8 8 4 - 9 6 ,  Box 2 .
6 9 M in u te s  o f  t h e  Board o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  7 ,
1 8 8 4 .
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a n d  P r e s i d e n t  N i c h o l s o n  a c t e d  t o  f o r c e  t h e  e l d e r l y  c h e m i s t  
t o  r e s i g n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  D a v id  was human; i t  m ust  h a v e  a f ­
f o r d e d  h im  p a r t i c u l a r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  be  r e c a l l e d  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1884 w i t h  t h e  v o t e s  o f  men l i k e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
Leon J a s t r e m s k i  a n d  G o v e r n o r  McEnery, b o t h  o f  whom v o t e d  t o  
f i r e  h im  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  G e n e r a l  G. Mason Graham was 
c e r t a i n l y  p l e a s e d .  The o r i g i n a l  d r a f t  o f  a  t e l e g r a m  h e  
a s k e d  Tom Boyd t o  s e n d  D a v id  r e a d :
U n a m in o u s ly  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  e i g h t  members  p r e s e n t .  
N o m in a te d  by  F a v r o t  / a n  a n t a g o n i s t  i n  1SS3 when 
N i c h o l s o n  was e l e c t e d / 7, s e c o n d e d  by J a s t r e m s k i  a n d  
t h e  G o v e r n o r .  We a l l  h o p e  y ou  w i l l  a c c e p t .  W ish  
y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  t o r r e n t  o f  r e c a n t a t i o n .
G. Mason Graham . . , 70
7 ®G. Mason Graham t o  D a v id  Boyd,  t e l e g r a m  d r a f t ,  
A p r i l  9 ,  1884; Tom Boyd t o  D a v i d  Boyd, A p r i l  9 ,  14, 1 8 8 4 ,  
i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 10;  Tom Boyd D i a r y ,  November 
2 2 ,  1 8 8 5 .  As d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  10,  P r o f e s s o r  R i c h a r d  
M c C u l lo ch  was one o f  D a v i d ' s  p r i n c i p a l  a n t a g o n i s t s  i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1880 when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
L eake  b i l l .  He r e s i g n e d  f r o m  t h e  f a c u l t y  on  March 1 ,  1880 ,  
t o  d e v o t e  f u l l  t i m e  t o  l o b b y i n g  f o r  t h a t  m e a s u r e .  D a v i d ' s  
s u c c e s s o r ,  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n ,  was M c C u l l o c h ' s  p e r ­
s o n a l  f r i e n d ,  a nd  M cC ul loch  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d u r ­
i n g  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  P r e s i d e n t  N i c h o l s o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  was 
no f r i e n d  o f  M c C u l l o c h ' s ,  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  t r e a t e d  N i c h o l s o n  
w i t h  w h a t  Tom Boyd d e s c r i b e d  a s  " s i l e n t  c o n t e m p t , "  N i c h o l ­
s o n ,  a  G r a n g e r  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  a n d  a lw a y s  v e r y  a s t u t e  p o l i t i ­
c a l l y ,  s u p p o r t e d  " p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n , "  w h e r e a s  M c C u l lo c h  
was a  t h e o r e t i c i a n .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  1883, N i c h o l s o n  r e p o r t e d  
t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  v i s i t  he  made t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e .  The w ork  d o n e  t h e r e  by  t h e  
p r o f e s s o r s  i n  s o i l  a n d  m i n e r a l  a n a l y s i s  - f o r  t h e  f a r m e r s  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  i m p r e s s e d  h im  a nd  h e  a s k e d  t h e  B o a r d  t o  " c o n f e r "  
w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l loch  a b o u t  a  s i m i l a i ’ p r o g r a m  a t  L . S . U .
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O t h e r  f r i e n d s  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  D a v i d ' s  r e a p p o i n t m e n t  
t o  be  a  v i c t o r y  o v e r  h i s  " p o l i t i c a l  e n e m i e s "  and  a n  " a p o l o -  
g y "  f o r  t h e  " p a s t  m i s t a k e . "  One s t a u n c h  p a r t i s a n  h o p e d  
L o u i s i a n a  h a d  l e a r n e d  a l e s s o n  a f t e r  h a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c i e s  o f  W i l l i a m  P r e s t o n  J o h n s t o n  a n d  J .  V/. N i c h o l ­
s o n .  " I  h o p e , "  w r o t e  D a v i d ' s  f o r m e r  s t u d e n t  and  e r s t w h i l e  
a s s i s t a n t  a t  Greenw ood ,  " t h a t  o u r  o n l y  u n i v e r s i t y  may y e t  
be  t u r n e d  f r o m  a  p o l i t i c a l  m a c h in e  a n d  a  n u r s e r y  f o r  c h i l ­
d r e n ,  i n t o  a  p l a c e  o f  l e a r n i n g  o f  w h ic h  t h i s  s t a t e  . . . 
may w e l l  be  p r o u d . " 71 B u t  D a v id  h i m s e l f  was n o t  v i n d i c t i v e .
"We w a n t  no d r o n e s  o r  g r u m b l e r s ,  b u t  a c t i v e ,  c h e e r f u l  com­
p e t e n t  w o r k e r s ,  p r o m p te d  by  a  d e s i r e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  maximum 
r e s u l t s  w i t h  minimum m e a n s , "  N i c h o l s o n  r e m a r k e d  som e w h a t  
p o i n t e d l y .  S u b s e q u e n t  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  B o a r d  w e re  m ore  d i r e c t  
a n d  f i n a l l y ,  a t  t h e  same m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B o a r d  w h ic h  r e ­
c a l l e d  D a v id ,  t h e  t o o - t h e o r e t i c a l  P r o f e s s o r  M c C u l l o c h ' s  
c h a i r  o f  c h e m i s t r y ,  was m e rg e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Ife 
p l a n n e d  t o  r e s i g n  i n  J u n e ,  1884 .  M e a n w h i le ,  he  a n d  D a v id  
h a d  r e s u m e d  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  D a v id  w a n t e d  M c C u l lo c h  t o  
s t a y  on a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  " n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y . "  B u t  Tom a d ­
v i s e d  a g a i n s t  i t .  E v e r y o n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Tom h i m s e l f ,  o b j e c t e d  
t o  M cC u l loch  b e i n g  r e t a i n e d  i n  any  c a p a c i t y .  M i n u te s  o f  t h e  
B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1883 ,  J a n u a r y  4 ,  1884 ;  R.
S .  M cC ul loch  t o  D a v id  B oyd,  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  March 13,  A p r i l  1, 
J u n e  9 ,  1S84,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  
Box 10; R. S .  M cC u l lo ch  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  19, 1884;  M.
A. S t r i c k l a n d  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  2 8 ,  1884 ;  Thomas Boyd t o  
D a v id  Boyd, A p r i l  9 ,  14, i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 7;  
D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, May 7 ,  1884 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) 
P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 4 - 9 6 ,  Box 2 .
7 1 J .  T . B r i n g i e r  t o  D a v id  Boyd, A p r i l  10 ,  1884;  P.
Lane t o  D a v id  B o y d , A p r i l  8 ,  1 8 8 4 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )
P a p e r s ,  Box 1 0 .
He a s k e d  Tom t o  t h a n k  e v e r y b o d y  f o r  t h e i r  " k i n d n e s s "  t o  
h im .  L o u i s i a n a  was t h e  o n l y  s t a t e  w h ic h  c o u l d  h a v e  c o n ­
v i n c e d  him n o t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  V i r g i n i a  and  he  ho p e d  h e  h a d  
made t h e  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n .  " I  go b a c k  w i t h  no r e s e n t m e n t s  
f o r  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  w i t h  g o o d  w i l l  t o w a r d s  a l l ,  a nd  w i t h  hope  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  L e t  u s  a l l  b u r y  t h e  h a t c h e t  a n d  ( t h e  
s m o k e r s )  smoke t h e  p i p e  o f  p e a c e ;  a n d  a l l  go t o  work  a n d  do 
o u r  b e s t .  We hav e  p l e n t y  t o  do . . . " 7 2
72D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A p r i l  9 , 1884,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 4 - 9 6 ,  Box 2 .
CHAPTER X II
BITTER HOMECOMING
A few d a y s  a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  o f  h i s  r e a p p o i n t m e n t  t o
t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  D a v id  w r o t e  Tom Boyd f r o m
A ub u rn  a b o u t  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  c o m in g  summer a n d  f a l l .  I n
l a t e  J u n e ,  1 88 4 ,  when h i s  o f f i c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
Alabam a A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  e n d e d ,  he  w o u ld
go t o  B a t o n  Rouge f o r  a  few d ay s  t o  a t t e n d  commencement a n d
t h e  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  Then  h e
w o u ld  go  t o  Greenwood i n  V i r g i n i a  t o  s e l l  o r  " g e t  r i d "  o f
t h e  f u r n i t u r e  h e  l e f t  t h e r e  i n  1883 a nd  f i n a l l y ,  he  w o u ld
r e t u r n  t o  L o u i s i a n a  t o  " c a n v a s s "  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  com ing
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  E t t i e ,  Miss Mary W r i g h t  and  t h e
c h i l d r e n  w o u ld  r e m a i n  i n  t h e i r  r e n t e d  h o u s e  i n  A uburn  u n t i l
a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  f r o s t .  T hen  he  w o u ld  move t h e m  a l l  t o  
1
B a t o n  R ouge .
C i r c u m s t a n c e s  f o r c e d  D a v id  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  p l a n s .
-*-David Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A p r i l  9 ,  1 8 8 4 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 4 - 9 6 ,  Box 2 .
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A f t e r  a  b r i e f  v i s i t  t o  B a t o n  Rouge t o  a t t e n d  commencement,  
h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  A u b u rn .  B u t  h i s  a f f a i r s  w e r e  t o o  t a n g l e d  t o  
s e t t l e  q u i c k l y ,  a n d  t h e  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s  o f  h i s  m o t h e r ,  
M in e r v a  F r e n c h  B oyd,  r e q u i r e d  h im  t o  v i s i t  W y t h e v i l l e  som e­
t i m e  d u r i n g  J u l y .  By t h e  t i m e  he  r e a c h e d  L o u i s i a n a  t o  
b e g i n  h i s  " c a n v a s s "  i t  was a l r e a d y  A u g u s t  10, a n d  t h e  t r a n s ­
f e r  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  f rom  A uburn  t o  B a to n  Rouge h a d  t o  be  d e ­
l a y e d .  E t t i e  Boyd d i d  n o t  s e em  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s m a y e d .  On 
A u g u s t  4 ,  1884 ,  s h e  t o l d  Tom Boyd t h a t  ITWe t a l k  a  g o o d  d e a l  
a b o u t  l e a v i n g  h e r e  i n  D e c . ,  b u t  I  w i l l  n o t  f e e l  s u r e  o f  i t ,  
u n t i l  we c a n  s e c u r e  a h o u s e  i n  B a to n  R o u g e . "  B e c a u s e  t h e  
h o u s e  t h e y  o c c u p i e d  i n  A u b u rn  c o u l d  n o t  b e  r e n t e d  by t h e  
m o n th ,  s h e  t h o u g h t  i t  m ig h t  b e  a d v i s a b l e  t o  k e e p  i t  a n o t h e r  
y e a r ,  " w i t h  t h e  h o p e  o f  s u b - r e n t i n g  . . . i f  we do  g e t  o f f  
t o  B. R . "  The c h i l d r e n  w e r e  h e a l t h i e r  i n  A uburn  t h a n  t h e y  
h a d  e v e r  b e e n  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  a n d  s h e  e n j o y e d  h e r  g a r d e n .  
B e s i d e s ,  i t  was c h e a p e r  t o  l i v e  i n  A u b u rn ,  and  t h e  p r o s p e c t  
o f  o c c u p y i n g  t e m p o r a r y  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  
n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  m o v ing ,  d i d  n o t  a t t r a c t  h e r  
a t  a l l . 2
2E t t i e  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1884,  i b i d . ;
B a t o n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , J u n e  29 ,  1 8 8 4 .  In  
c l o s i n g  E t t i e  n o t e d  t h a t  h e r  l e t t e r  s o u n d e d  a s  i f  t h e y  e x ­
p e c t e d  t o  s t a y  i n  A lab am a .  T h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  w ha t  s h e ,  h e r
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When h e  f i n a l l y  g o t  t o  L o u i s i a n a  i n  A u g u s t ,  D a v i d  
w e n t  a t  o n c e  t o  M inden ,  w h e re  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  E d u c a t i o n a l  A s ­
s o c i a t i o n  was h o l d i n g  i t s  f i r s t  s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n .  D a v id  a d ­
d r e s s e d  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  " i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  
t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n , "  To be  o f  a n y  v a l u e ,  h e  t o l d  h i s  
a u d i e n c e ,  e d u c a t i o n  h a d  t o  c a t c h  t h e  " s p i r i t  o f  t h e  a g e "  
a n d  t h e y  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  a g e .  M ankind  was a b ­
s o r b e d  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  a n d  o n l y  a " m a t e r i a l  e d u c a t i o n "  
c o u l d  f i t  m odern  y o u t h  f o r  l i f e .  " I n  t h i s  f a s t  p r a c t i c a l  
a g e ,  " he  d e c l a r e d ,  " l i t e r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a  luxury,* s c i e n ­
t i f i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y . "  The s i t u a t i o n  p a i n e d  h im
s i s t e r ,  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d i d .  One o f  t h e  h o u s e s  t h e y  r e n t e d  
i n  A uburn  b e l o n g e d  t o  W i l l i a m  C. S t u b b s ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a g r i ­
c u l t u r e  a n d  c h e m i s t r y  a t  t h e  A labam a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e .  I n  A u g u s t ,  1885 ,  he  l e f t  A uburn  f o r  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  w h e re  he  became p r o f e s s o r  o f  a g ­
r i c u l t u r e  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i ­
m en t  s t a t i o n s .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  o f f e r e d  E t t i e  Boyd a n d  
M iss  Mary W r i g h t  t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  bu y  h i s  h o u s e  on 
t e r m s  he  h a d  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  D a v id .  T h ey  a c c e p t e d  
S t u b b s ’s  o f f e r  a n d  by  1888 ,  E t t i e ,  who was g i v i n g  p i a n o  l e s ­
s o n s  i n  A u b u rn  t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  k e e p  them i n  
s c h o o l ,  h a d  no p l a n s  t o  go t o  B a to n  R ouge .  D a v id  h i m s e l f  
s o o n  l e f t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  r u n  a  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l  i n  Ken­
t u c k y .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  E t t i e  s u p p l e m e n t e d  h e r  in co m e  by r e n t ­
i n g  rooms t o  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  c o l l e g e .  F l e m i n g ,  Lou­
i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  4 1 8 - 1 9 ;  W i l l i a m  S t u b b s  t o  D. F .  
Boyd,  A u g u s t  8 ,  1885,  i n  P e r s o n a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  D. F .  
Boyd,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  A u b u rn  U n i v e r s i t y ;  W i l l i a m  C. 
S t u b b s  t o  D. F. Boyd, A u g u s t  11,  1887 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) 
P a p e r s ,  Box 8 ;  Rex Boyd ( s o n )  t o  D a v id  F .  Boyd ,  March 14 ,  
1 8 8 8 ,  i b i d . , Box 7;  E t t i e  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, J a n u a r y  9 ,  1888, 
i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 6 - 8 9 ,  Box 2 .
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som ewhat  b e c a u s e  h e  b e g a n  h i s  c a r e e r  t e a c h i n g  t h e  a n c i e n t
l a n g u a g e s .  But  t h e  w o r l d  was " c r y i n g  o u t "  f o r  k n o w le d g e
a b o u t  t h e  " m a t e r i a l  f o r c e s "  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  e d u c a t o r s  who d i d
n o t  r e s p o n d  f a i l e d  t o  do t h e i r  d u t y .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f
s c i e n c e  was n o t  w i t h o u t  a  c e r t a i n  b e a u t y .  To t h o s e  who
d o u b t e d ,  he  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  a  s n o w f l a k e ' s
p e r f e c t  sy m m e t ry ,  t h e  m a j e s t y  o f  t h e  h e a v e n s  a n d  t h e  foi*ces,
d i r e c t e d  by God, w h i c h  im p o sed  o r d e r  on t h e  u n i v e r s e .  The
r e s p o n s e  was g r a t i f y i n g .  A S h r e v e p o r t  p a p e r  p r o n o u n c e d  i t
t h e  " s p e e c h  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n , "  a n d  D a v id  h i m s e l f  w r o t e  h i s
b r o t h e r  t h a t  he c o u l d  n o t  " c o m p l a i n  o f  t h e  N ew spaper  r e -
3
p o r t s  f r o m  M i n d e n . "
From Minden D a v id  w e n t  t o  S h r e v e p o r t .  He s t a y e d  
t h e r e  l o n g e r  t h a n  p l a n n e d ,  b u t  t h o u g h t  h i s  e f f o r t s  w ou ld  
p r o v i d e  s e v e r a l  new c a d e t s  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  O c t o b e r .  
A f t e r  S h r e v e p o r t  h i s  i t i n e r a r y  c a l l e d  f o r  a  t o u r  t h r o u g h  
B o s s i e r  a n d  C l a i b o r n e  P a r i s h e s  w h e r e  h e  w o u ld  j o i n  P r o f e s ­
s o r  N i c h o l s o n .  They  w o u ld  b o t h  go t o  Monroe; t h e n  D a v id  
w o u ld  r e t u r n  t o  S h r e v e p o r t ,  t r a v e l  down t h e  Red R i v e r  t o
B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e . A u g u s t  15, 
1884; B a t o n  Rouge W eek ly  T r u t h , A u g u s t  2 2 ,  2 9 ,  1884;  D a v id  
F .  Boyd, s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  a t  M inden ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  ^ . u g u s t  13,  
1 8 8 4 / ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 13; D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom 
Boyd, A u g u s t  20 ,  1 8 8 4 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 4 -9 6 ,  
Box 2 .
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A l e x a n d r i a ,  a n d  h e a d  f o r  O p e lo u s a s  a n d  s o u t h w e s t e r n  
L o u i s i a n a .  N i c h o l s o n  w ou ld  c o v e r  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  
s t a t e .  F i n a l l y ,  D av id  e x p e c t e d  t o  go t h r o u g h  New O r l e a n s  
e n r o u t e  t o  A uburn  w h e re  he  p l a n n e d  t o  s p e n d  a few d a y s  w i t h  
h i s  f a m i l y  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  B a to n  Rouge i n  l a t e  S e p te m ­
b e r .  I n  . g e n e r a l  D av id  k e p t  t o  t h e  r o u t e  and  s c h e d u l e  he  
o u t l i n e d  t o  Tom on A u g u s t  2 0 ,  1884.  B u t  a s  t im e  p a s s e d ,  he 
grew i n c r e a s i n g l y  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  p r o s p e c t s  
f o r  t h e  com ing  s e s s i o n .  H is  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  w e r e ,  a s  
u s u a l ,  i n  u t t e r  c h a o s ,  and  t h e  u n l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  
b o r ro w  enough  t o  pay  h i s  t r a v e l i n g  e x p e n s e s  made h im  t h i n k  
s e r i o u s l y  o f  a b a n d o n in g  h i s  r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t s  a n d  r e t u r n ­
i n g  t o  A labam a.  On A u g u s t  28 he w r o t e  Tom t h a t  h e  h a d  "no 
b u s i n e s s  now i n  p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n . " He c o u l d  n o t  d e v o t e  h i s  
w h o le  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t  and  h e  was s o  p o o r  t h a t  p e o p l e  had  
l o s t  r e s p e c t  f o r  h im. "A man i n  d e b t ;  and  g e t t i n g  o l d ,  
w i t h  a l a r g e  young  f a m i l y ,  and w i t h  p a y  b a r e l y  s u f f i c i e n t  
f o r  h i s  8s t h e i r  s u p p o r t ,  w i t h  no c h a n c e  t o  l a y  by a n y t h i n g ,  
i s  a  p i t i a b l e ,  8i w o r t h l e s s  o b j e c t  i n d e e d , " ^
By S e p te m b e r  1 he  was "much t e m p t e d  t o  q u i t  B. R.
(8s th e  L . S .  U .  ) fo r  g o o d ,"  and go back t o  V i r g in ia  or some
^D avid  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, A u g u st  2 0 ,  2 8 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 4 - 9 6 ,  Box 2 .
o t h e r  " q u i e t  p l a c e . "  H a r n e y  S k o l f i e l d ,  t h e  B o a r d ' s  
t r e a s u r e r ,  s e n t  him some money on S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  w h ic h  
c h e e r e d  him, b u t  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  day  h e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  a  c h e c k  
he  w r o t e  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  A labam a  h a d  n o t  b e e n  h o n o r e d  i n  New 
O r l e a n s .  Such  t h i n g s  w e r e  c r u s h i n g  h i s  s p i r i t  a n d  k i l l i n g  
h i s  s e l f - r e s p e c t .  He w a n t e d  t o  go away,  a n y w h e r e ,  t o  e x ­
c a p e  t h e  shame o f  n o t  m e e t i n g  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s .  " I  f e e l  t o ­
day  t h a t  I wd p r e f e r  n e v e r  t o  s e e  B a to n  Rouge o r  N. 0 .  
a g a i n , "  he  t o l d  h i s  b r o t h e r .  He d i d  n o t  know w h a t  he  w o u ld  
d o ,  some " h u m b le r  b u s i n e s s "  p e r h a p s ,  b u t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  
g o t t e n  h im i n t o  h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  i f  he  s t a y e d  w i t h  i t  any 
l o n g e r  t h i n g s  w o u ld  o n l y  g e t  w o r s e . ^
A t w o - d a y  v i s i t  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  w i t h  o l d  f r i e n d s  
s e e m e d  t o  r e v i v e  D a v i d ' s  s p i r i t s .  F o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t r i p  
h e  s a i d  n o t h i n g  more  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  Tom a b o u t  q u i t t i n g .  
H o w ev e r ,  he  d o u b t e d  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  g e t  many s t u d e n t s  f ro m  
R a p i d e s  t h a t  y e a r .  P e o p l e  t h e r e  a c c u s e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
l a x  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  s i c k ,  D a v id  rep o z ’t e d .
M eals  h a d  t o  be  i m p r o v e d ,  t o o ,  o r  t h e y  s h o u l d  g i v e  up  t h e  
" B o a r d i n g  D e p t . "  By t h e  t i m e  D a v id  r e a c h e d  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
L o u i s i a n a ,  a n o t h e r  s e r i o u s  c o m p l a i n t  h a d  b e e n  l o d g e d  a g a i n s t
^ D avid  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , S ep te m b e r  1 ,  2 ,  7 ,  8 ,  1884,
i b i d .
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t h e  s c h o o l .  C r i t i c s  t h e r e  t h o u g h t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was 
"mixed up w i t h  . . . s t a t e  ( r i n g )  p o l i t i c s , "  w h i c h  was n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e  commandant ,  San  R o b e r t s o n ,  
p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  r e c e n t  D e m o c r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n .  Sam must  
" q u i t  p l a y i n g  p o l i t i c i a n "  o r  he w o u ld  r u i n  t h e  s c h o o l .  Un­
d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  D a v id  w o n d e re d  how v a l u a b l e  he  c o u l d  
be  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  ' P r o f e s s o r s  a n d  e m p lo y ee s  r u n n i n g  a 
p o l i t i c a l  m a c h i n e , "  he fumed t o  Tom, " i t  i s  no p l a c e  f o r
D a v id  w en t  t o  A u b u rn  t o  v i s i t  h i s  f a m i l y  on S e p te m ­
b e r  23, 1 88 4 .  F i v e  d a y s  l a t e r  he was b a c k  i n  B a t o n  Rouge 
i n  t im e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a t  t h e i r  
r e g u l a r  f a l l  m e e t i n g .  H i s  t r i p  c o n v i n c e d  him, h e  t o l d  t h e  
B oa rd ,  t h a t  " l o o s e  d i s c i p l i n e "  was t h e  main  c o m p l a i n t  m os t  
p e o p l e  had  a g a i n s t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  D a v id  t h o u g h t  t h e  
c h a r g e  a r o s e  o u t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c a d e t s  d i d  n o t  a lw a y s  b e ­
h a v e  p r o p e r l y  w h i l e  w e a r i n g  t h e  u n i f o r m  o f f  c am p u s .  To 
p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  he  a s k e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  l i v ­
i n g  i n  town w e a r  c i v i l i a n  d r e s s  when n o t  on d u t y .  When t h e  
B oa rd  t o o k  no a c t i o n  on t h a t  s u g g e s t i o n ,  David  a t t a c k e d  t h e  
p ro b lem  f ro m  a n o t h e r  a n g l e .  He i n s t i t u t e d  a v e r y  s t r i c t
D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, S ep tem b er  1 0 , 1 3 ,  1 4 , 1 5 ,
i b i d .
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m i l i t a r y  r e g im e n  w h ic h  r e s t r i c t e d  c a d e t s  l i v i n g  and  
b o a r d i n g  on campus t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  g r o u n d s  e x c e p t  f o r  one  
h o u r  a w eek .  Even s o  t h e  e f f e c t  was l i m i t e d  b e c a u s e  i n ­
c r e a s i n g  numbers  o f  s t u d e n t s  c h o s e  t o  l i v e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
b o a r d ,  o f f  campus t o  a v o i d  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  i n -  
f e r i o r  m e a l s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
Even  b e f o r e  h e  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  c a n v a s s i n g  t o u r  i n  
1884, D av id  knew t h e  " t a b l e  f a r e "  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w o u ld  
h a v e  t o  b e  im p ro v e d .  I f  t h e  " q u a r t e r m a s t e r , "  Mr. L. J a d o t ,  
d i d  n o t  do b e t t e r ,  D a v id  had  w r i t t e n  h i s  b r o t h e r  i n  S e p t e m ­
b e r ,  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  " ab a n d o n "  t h e  " B o a r d i n g  D e p t . "  B u t  
D av id  seem s t o  have  a b a n d o n e d  J a d o t  i n s t e a d .  L a t e  i n  O c t o ­
b e r  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ' s  p a p e r ,  t h e  D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , 
r e p o r t e d  J a d o t ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  l o c a l  p a p e r  n o t e d  
t h a t  "A m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  C o l .  Boyd i s  t h e  ru m o red  
c a u s e . "  J a d o t Ts  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b e g an  when 
Leon J a s t r e m s k i  and  t h e  W i l t z - a p p o i n t e d  B o a r d  r e o r g a n i z e d  
t h e  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 8 80 .  L ik e  J a s t r e m s k i ,  Com­
m andant  Sam R o b e r t s o n ,  and B o a rd  T r e a s u r e r  H arney  S k o l f i e l d ,  
J a d o t  was a power i n  " r e g u l a r "  D e m o c r a t i c  p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s
7
M in u te s  o f  t h e  B oa rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  S e p te m b e r  2 9 ,  
1884; B a to n  Rouge D a l l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , O c to b e r  7 ,
1884; B a to n  Rouge Weekly  T r u t h ,  November 14 ,  1884;  F l e m i n g ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  4 1 2 - 1 4 .
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i n  B a to n  R ouge .  I f  a  d i s p u t e  w i t h  D a v id  r e a l l y  d i d  b r i n g  
a b o u t  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  D a v i d ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Leon 
J a s t r e m s k i  and  G o v e r n o r  McEnery was p r o b a b l y  n o t  im p r o v e d  
a s  a  r e s u l t . ®
B e s i d e s  " l o o s e  d i s c i p l i n e "  a n d  a  p o o r  b o a r d i n g  d e ­
p a r t m e n t ,  two o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  c o n f r o n t e d  D a v id  when h e  r e ­
t u r n e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1SS4. One c o n c e r n e d  t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  i t s  s t u ­
d e n t s .  I n  A p r i l ,  1SS5, D a v i d  made r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  on b o t h  
s u b j e c t s  i n  h i s  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .  The 
b u l k  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  w e r e  v e r y  y o u n g  an d  
i l l - p r e p a r e d  t o  do  c o l l e g e  w o r k .  As l o n g  a s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  r e m a i n e d  s o  u n d e m a n d in g ,  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u l d  n o t  
c l a i m  t o  be  a  c o l l e g e .  The B o a r d  s h o u l d  d e c i d e ,  D a v id  
t h o u g h t ,  w h e t h e r  i t  was r u n n i n g  a  U n i v e r s i t y  o r  m e r e l y  a  
p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l ,  A s e c o n d ,  more  s e r i o u s  c r i t i c i s m ,  c o n ­
c e r n e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  s t y l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a n
SD av id  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,  S e p t e m b e r  13 ,  1 4 ,  1 884 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 2 - 9 6 ,  Box 2;  B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  
C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  1884;  B a to n  Rouge W eekly  
T r u t h ,  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1 8 8 4 .  I n  1884 B a to n  Rouge D e m o c r a t s  w e re  
a t  l o g g e r h e a d s  a n d  t h e i r  f i g h t  h a d  e n a b l e d  R e p u b l i c a n s  t o  
w in  c o n t r o l  o f  l o c a l  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n .  J a s ­
t r e m s k i ,  h o w e v e r ,  was c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  S t a t e  C en­
t r a l  C o m m it tee  a n d  J a d o t  s p o k e  f o r  t h e  " r e g u l a r s "  i n  t h e  
F i r s t  Ward o f  B a t o n  R ouge .  A t  D a v i d ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h e  
B o a r d i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  was d o n e  away w i t h  i n  1 8 8 6 .  M i n u t e s  o f  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  6 ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  1886 .
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" A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e , "  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t e a c h  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  " a t  
l e a s t  n o t h i n g  l i k e  p r a c t i c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e . "  Dav id  u r g e d  t h e  
B oa rd  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a c h a i r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  f i l l  i t  w i t h  
w h a t  " o u r  p e o p l e "  w o u ld  c a l l  a  " l i v e "  man. O th e r  s o u t h e r n  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a d  done s o  and  w e r e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  " a g r i -
Q
c u l t u r a l "  p e o p l e  a s  a  r e s u l t .
I n  J u n e ,  1885,  D a v id  was more s p e c i f i c .  W i th  t h e  
c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  h i s  s t a f f  he recommended t o  t h e  B oa rd  t h a t  
i t  r a i s e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and  a b o l i s h  t h e  " P r e p a ­
r a t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t . "  He a l s o  r e p e a t e d  h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  
p r o f e s s o r s h i p  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e :
T h is  i s  . . . n e c e s s a r y ,  ev en  i f  o th e r  (c o m p a r a t iv e ly  
u n im p o rta n t)  p r o f e s s o r s h ip s  have t o  be a b o l i s h e d .  I t  
p la c e s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  bad ly  on th e  d e f e n s i v e  
t o  have no p r o f e s s o r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and an a c t i v e ,  
a b le  man in  t h i s  c h a ir  w ould do much good f o r  th e  
s c h o o l  and th e  p e o p le . - 1'®
T h i s  t im e  t h e  Board  a c t e d .  I t  r a i s e d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  a g e  t o
f i f t e e n ,  a b o l i s h e d  t h e  p r e p a r a to r y  departm ent and s e t  up a
" s u b - f r e s h m a n "  c l a s s  t o  p r o v i d e  r e m e d i a l  w ork  f o r  t h o s e
s t u d e n t s  w hose  p r e - c o l l e g e  t r a i n i n g  p r o v e d  i n a d e q u a t e .  The
B o a rd  a l s o  named a c o m m i t t e e  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  S u g a r
^ M in u te s  o f  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  6 ,  1885.
• ^ I b i d . , June 2 9 ,  3 0 ,  1 8 8 5 ;  Baton Rouge
D a i l y - C a p i t o l i a n  A d v o c a t e , J u l y  1 ,  1885 .
604
P l a n t e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n  a b o u t  c o o p e r a t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  o p e r a t e  
a n d  s u p p o r t  a  s u g a r  e x p e r i m e n t  s t a t i o n  a n d  a  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  
o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  D a v id  a n d  two B o a r d  mem­
b e r s  w e re  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a c t  w i t h  t h e  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s  t o  h i r e  
someone f o r  t h e  j o i n t  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  i n  t h e  e n d  D a v id  s e l e c t ­
e d  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  a p p r o v e d  h i s  c h o i c e .  On 
A u g u s t  5 ,  1885 ,  t h e  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e  was " p l e a s e d "  t o  
a n n o u n c e  t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  W i l l i a m  C. S t u b b s ,  S t a t e  C h e m i s t  o f  
Alabama a n d  a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  Alabam a A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  h a d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  " j o i n t  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  Bd.  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a n d  t h e  La.  S u g a r  P l a n t e r s ’ A s s o c i ­
a t i o n . "  S t u b b s  w o u ld  become p r o f e s s o r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  s u g a r  e x p e r i m e n t  s t a t i o n  
s e t  up  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  by t h e  p l a n t e r s  i n  1 8 8 4 . -*-1
11M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u n e  3 0 ,
1885;  B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e . A u g u s t  5 ,  1885. 
D a v id  f i r s t  a s k e d  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a r d  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s  t o  a p p o i n t  b o t h  W i l l i a m  S t u b b s  a n d  W. LeRoy 
B ro u n ,  J r . ,  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  b e f o r e  h e  l e f t  A labam a i n  
1 8 8 4 .  S t u b b s  was e l e c t e d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  
c h e m i s t r y  i n  J u n e ,  18 84 ,  b u t  d e c l i n e d .  The B o a rd  t h e n  named 
B ro u n  a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  g e n e r a l  c h e m i s t r y ,  
a n d  R i c h a r d  M c C u l lo c h ,  who f o r m e r l y  h e l d  t h a t  p o s t ,  became 
p r o f e s s o r  o f  p h y s i c s  a n d  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g .  Under  B r o u n ' s  
s u p e r v i s i o n  and  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a c q u i r e d  a  c h e m i s t r y  l a b o r a t o r y .  By 
t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1885 D a v id  was s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  P r o f e s s o r  
S t u b b s  t o  L o u i s i a n a .  He a r r a n g e d  f o r  S t u b b s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  
S u g a r  P l a n t e r s ’ A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  May, 1 8 8 5 .  I m p r e s s e d ,  t h e
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Not e v e r y o n e  was s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  D a v i d ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  
make t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  
M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e  l i v e  up  t o  i t s  name. The s t a t e  G ra n g e ,  
f o r  e x am p le ,  p r o p o s e d  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
and M e c h a n ic a l  C o l l e g e  f rom  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  i t s  c o n v e n ­
t i o n  i n  December ,  1 88 4 .  I n  December ,  1885,  i t  r e p e a t e d  t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n ,  c h a r g i n g  t h a t  " t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  
s a i d  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  a  m os t  l a m e n t a b l e  f a i l u r e . "  S i x  months  
l a t e r  i t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  D a n i e l  Morgan,  f e l t  t h e  same way, b u t  
by t h a t  t i m e  P r o f e s s o r  S t u b b s  was t e a c h i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  two e x p e r i m e n t  s t a t i o n s :  one
f o r  s u g a r  c u l t u r e  a t  K e n n e r ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  f o r  
" g e n e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r e "  i n  B a to n  Rouge.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  
s c h o o l  b o a s t e d  a  w e l l - a p p o i n t e d  c h e m i s t r y  d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  
W. LeRoy B roun ,  J r . ,  a n d  a  s h o p  f o r  " p r a c t i c a l "  i n s t r u c t i o n
p l a n t e r s  u s e d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  B oa rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  
and  by J u l y  t h e  B o a rd  was r e a d y  t o  a c t .  S tu b b s  f o r m a l l y  
a c c e p t e d  a  j o i n t  a p p o i n t m e n t  f rom  t h e  p l a n t e r s  a nd  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 88 5 .  B e s i d e s  r u n n i n g  t h e  s u g a r  e x p e r i ­
ment s t a t i o n ,  he  s e t  u p  a  g e n e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i m e n t  
s t a t i o n  i n  B a to n  Rouge i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1886 ,  and  b e g an  t e a c h ­
i n g  r e g u l a r  c o u r s e s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h e  
month b e f o r e .  M in u te s  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u n e  30, 
1884; F l e m in g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . 4 1 8 - 2 0 ;  IV, C. 
S tu b b s  t o  D av id  Boyd, May 5 ,  1885,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . )
P a p e r s ,  Box 5; W. C. S t u b b s  t o  D av id  Boyd, J u n e  15,  1885, 
i n  F le m in g  (W a l te r  L . ) C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 11.
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i n  m e c h a n i c s . " T h i s  i s  no l o n g e r  a n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  
w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  l e f t  o u t , " D a v i d  c o u l d  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a rd  
o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  i n  1 8 8 6 .
S o m e t im e  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1885 G o v e r n o r  S .  D. 
McEnery a p p o i n t e d  D a v i d  Boyd S t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  
N o r t h ,  C e n t r a l  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  E x p o s i t i o n  s c h e d u l e d  t o  
o p e n  i n  New O r l e a n s  on  November 1 0 ,  1 8 8 5 .  The " A m e r i c a n "  
E x p o s i t i o n ,  a s  i t  was  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d ,  g re w  o u t  o f  t h e  W o r ld  
I n d u s t r i a l  a n d  C o t t o n  C e n t e n n i a l  E x p o s i t i o n  h e l d  t h e
^ B a t o n  Rouge W eek ly  T r u t h , D ecem ber  11, 1 8 8 4 ,  J a n u ­
a r y  2 2 ,  J u l y  1 6 ,  188 6 ;  B a to n  R o ug e  D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , 
J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  3 1 ,  D ecem ber  2 1 ,  1 8 8 5 ,  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  2 ,  4 ,  1886;  
M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  6 ,  1 8 8 6 .  I t  i s  
w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  D a v i d  e x c h a n g e d  l e t t e r s  w i t h  D a n i e l  
M o rg a n ,  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  G r a n g e ,  i n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 8 4 ,  on 
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  h e  made 
p u b l i c ,  D a v i d  e n d o r s e d  t h e  G r a n g e r  p o s i t i o n  a n d  s a i d  h i s  own 
r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  L . S . U .  a n d  A lab am a  h a d  c o n v i n c e d  h im  
t h a t  h e  e r r e d  i n  1 8 7 6 - 7 7  when h e  f o u g h t  s o  h a r d  t o  m e rg e  
t h e  s c h o o l s .  B u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  
e l s e w h e r e  i n  D a v i d ' s  w r i t i n g s ,  b o t h  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  
l e t t e r  t o  M o rg a n ,  a n d  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  r e l e a s e d  
i t  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  D a v id  was 
t r y i n g  t o  p r e s s u r e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  n o t  
t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  G r a n g e r s .  The B o a r d  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  g o t t e n  
t h e  m e s s a g e .  By J u l y ,  1 88 5 ,  t h e y  a u t h o r i z e d  a  c h a i r  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  by  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 8 6 ,  L o u i s i a n a  h a d  tw o  e x p e r i ­
m e n t  s t a t i o n s ,  o p e r a t e d  by a  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r  a n d  a f ­
f o r d i n g  " p r a c t i c a l "  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
a  " w o r t h w h i l e "  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p l a n t e r s  a n d  f a r m e r s  o f  L o u i ­
s i a n a .  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r  t o  M organ ,  w r i t t e n  i n  N ovem ber ,
1 8 8 4 ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  B a t o n  R ouge  W eekly  T r u t h  on D ecem ber  
2 6 ,  1 8 8 4 .
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p r e v i o u s  y e a r  i n  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y .  Opened on December 16, 
1 8 8 4 ,  t h e  W o rld  E x p o s i t i o n  was a  f i n a n c i a l  f a i l u r e  a lm o s t  
i m m e d i a t e l y .  I n  s p i t e  o f  r e p e a t e d  e f f o r t s  by e d i t o r s  l i k e  
Leon  J a s t r e m s k i  t o  h e r d  h i s  r e a d e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t u r n s t i l e s ,  
t h e  p u b l i c  s t a y e d  away i n  s u c h  numbers  t h a t  t h e  p r o m o t e r s  
h a d  t o  a p p e a l  t o  C o n g r e s s  " f o r  a n o t h e r  h a l f  m i l l i o n "  t o  
k e e p  t h e i r  e n t e r p r i s e  a f l o a t .  C o n g re s s  r e s p o n d e d  i n  March 
b y  g r a n t i n g  some $ 3 3 0 ,0 0 0  a n d  t h e  W orld  E x p o s i t i o n  managed 
t o  o p e r a t e  u n t i l  J u n e ,  1 8 85 .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  many o b s e r v e r s  
t h o u g h t  i t  h a d  b e e n  good f o r  L o u i s i a n a .  Fo r  one t h i n g ,  i t  
b r o u g h t  c a p i t a l i s t s  t o  New O r l e a n s  f rom  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  S u r e l y ,  one p a p e r  commented, t h e i r  v i s i t s  must  
h a v e  c o n v i n c e d  them  what  a  r i c h  f i e l d  t h e  "b a c k w a rd  S o u th "  
o f f e r e d  f o r  i n v e s t m e n t .  As f o r  L o u i s i a n a ,  i t  n e e d e d  "new 
b l o o d "  i n  i t s  s a g g i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  "The S o u th  n e e d s  monied 
m e n , "  c o n c l u d e d  t h e  e d i t o r ,  "an d  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n  s e r v e d  t o  
a t t r a c t  them." '*’0
Such s e n t i m e n t s  p r o b a b l y  e x p l a i n  why B o urbon  p o l i ­
t i c i a n s  l i k e  G o v e rn o r  S. D. McEnery a n d  Leon J a s t r e m s k i
l o D a v id  Boyd t o  Wm. C. S t u b b s ,  A u gu s t  9 ,  1885 ,  i n
Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7;  P a m p h le t  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e
N o r t h ,  C e n t r a l  a nd  S o u th  A m e r ic a n  E x p o s i t i o n  f o r  1 8 8 5 -8 6 ,
S e p te m b e r  1, 1 88 5 ,  i b i d . . P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  18 7 5 -8 6 ,  Box 19; 
B a t o n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e . December 1 7 ,  1884, 
J a n u a r y  2 ,  6,  10 ,  May 16, 1885;  B a to n  Rouge W eekly  T r u t h , 
J u n e  5 ,  1885.
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w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  W o r ld  
E x p o s i t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  a  s e c o n d  y e a r .  Under 
a  new t i t l e ,  t h e  N o r t h ,  C e n t r a l ,  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  E x p o s i ­
t i o n ,  i t  o p e n ed  on  t h e  o l d  s i t e  on November 10,  1 88 5 .  V e ry  
q u i c k l y ,  t h e  ' ‘A m e r i c a n "  E x p o s i t i o n  p r o v e d  t o  be  a  b i g g e r  
f i n a n c i a l  f i a s c o  t h a n  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  F o r  D a v id  i t  was a  
d i s a s t e r .  As S t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  i t  was  h i s  j o b  t o  p r o v i d e  
L o u i s i a n a  w i t h  a n  e x h i b i t  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  P e l i c a n  s t a t e .  
S e v e r a l  f a c u l t y  members f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  
h im w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n  
p r o m i s e d  him $ 2 , 0 0 0  f o r  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e s .  B u t  i n  D a v i d ' s  
o p i n i o n  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  w o u ld  n o t  be  enough  t o  do L o u i s i a n a  j u s t i c e .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  a  p r i n t e d  f o l d e r  he  a p p e a l e d  t o  e v e r y  p a r i s h  
f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  $ 2 , 0 0 0 .  He a l s o  u r g e d  
e v e r y  c r a f t  a n d  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  p r e p a r i n g  L o u i s i a n a ' s  e x h i b i t .  " T h e r e  w i l l  
be  no  s e p a r a t e  c o l o r e d  d e p a r t m e n t , "  D a v i d ' s  b r o c h u r e  a n ­
n o u n c e d .  " A l l  a r e  c i t i z e n s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  a l i k e ;  a n d  a l l  
a l i k e  a r e  we lcom e w i t h i n  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  s p a c e . " 14
O r i g i n a l l y  D a v i d ' s  p l a n  f o r  t h e  summer o f  1885
l 4 D a v id  B oyd ,  P a m p h le t  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  N o r t h ,  C e n t r a l  
a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  E x p o s i t i o n  f o r  1 8 8 5 - 8 6 ,  S e p t e m b e r  1,  1885, 
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  1 8 7 5 - 8 6 ,  Box 19; 
M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1885;  B a to n  
Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e ,  O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  November 2 3 ,
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c a l l e d  f o r  him t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  E d u c a t i o n a l  A sso c ­
i a t i o n  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  Monroe i n  A u g u s t ,  a  v i s i t  w i t h  h i s  fam­
i l y  i n  A uburn ,  A labam a,  and a  t r i p  t o  W a sh in g to n ,  D. C . , 
t o  h e l p  s e c u r e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  B a r r a c k s  a t  B a to n  Rouge a s  
a p e r m a n e n t  home f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He f u l f i l l e d  h i s  ob­
l i g a t i o n  i n  Monroe w i t h  a s p e e c h  on "The E d u c a t i o n a l  Value  
o f  D i s c i p l i n e , "  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  go t o  A u b u rn  o r  W a sh in g to n .  
I n s t e a d ,  E t t i e  Boyd and one  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  v i s i t e d  him 
b r i e f l y  i n  New O r l e a n s  and t h e  W a sh in g to n  t r i p  was c a n c e l l e d  
a l t o g e t h e r .  The r e s t  o f  h i s  t im e  was s p e n t  i n  New O r l e a n s  
w i t h  P r o f e s s o r s  W. LeRoy B ro u n ,  J r . ,  an d  W il l i a m  C. S t u b b s ,  
who w orked  p e v e r i s h l y  w i t h  him t o  p r e p a r e  L o u i s i a n a ' s  ex ­
h i b i t  f o r  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n .  However,  he  and  P r o f e s s o r  Broun 
d i d  l e a v e  t h e  c i t y  i n  l a t e  S e p tem b er  t o  v i s i t  v a r i o u s  ge ­
o l o g i c a l  f o r m a t i o n s  i n  n o r t h  L o u i s i a n a .  Broun s t a y e d  i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  b u t  D av id  r e ­
t u r n e d  t o  B a ton  Rouge by O c t o b e r  3, 1 88 5 ,  t o  be p r e s e n t  f o r  
t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  B oard  m e e t i n g  two d a y s  
l a t e r . ^
1885; B a to n  Rouge Weekly T r u t h , March 19 ,  1885.
l 5David  Boyd t o  W. C. S t u b b s ,  A u g u s t  9 , 1885 ,  i n  
Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7;  Tom Boyd t o  David  Boyd, Sep­
te m b e r  18 ,  1885, i b i d . ,  Box 5;  B a ton  Rouge Weekly T r u t h ,
A ugus t  21 ,  O c to b e r  2 ,  9 ,  1885;  B a ton  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l ­
i a n - A d v o c a t e  , A p r i l  7 ,  1885.
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I n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  D av id  e x p l a i n e d  how h e  
h a d  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  t h e  summer a n d  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  would  
’’n e c e s s a r i l y "  be  away f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  much o f  t h e  
com ing  s e s s i o n .  B u t  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  N i c h o l s o n  i n  c h a r g e ,  h e  
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  h i s  d u t i e s  a t  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n  w o u ld  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  S t i l l ,  t h e r e  w e re  some 
t h i n g s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  be  p r e p a r e d .  B e c a u s e  
t h e y  h a d  r a i s e d  a d m i s s i o n s  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a b o l i s h e d  t h e  P r e ­
p a r a t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e y  m us t  n o t  e x p e c t  more t h a n  100 s t u ­
d e n t s  t o  e n r o l l  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  And i f  o n l y  f i f t y  b o a r d e d  
a t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  h o p e  t o  m ee t  e x p e n s e s  i n  t h e  
" B o a r d i n g  D e p t . "  He r e g r e t t e d  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s u c h  a 
" d i s a g r e e a b l e " m a t t e r ,  b u t  d u t y  c o m p e l l e d  h im  t o  w arn  t h e  
B o a r d  t h a t  t h e r e  was " d a n g e r  a h e a d . "
I n  h i s  n e w s p a p e r ,  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  g a v e  n o  i n d i c a t i o n  
t h a t  he  s h a r e d  D a v i d ’s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  f i n a n ­
c i a l  f u t u r e .  "The a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  b e i n g  fo u n d  in  
a  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n d i t i o n , "  h e  r e p o r t e d ,  t h e r e  was n o t h ­
i n g  b u t  " r o u t i n e  b u s i n e s s "  f o r  t h e  B o a rd  t o  t r a n s a c t .  How­
e v e r ,  t h e  u n p u b l i s h e d  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  O c t o b e r  p r o ­
c e e d i n g s  do  show t h a t  t h e  members w e r e  a n x i o u s  t o  m in im iz e  
u n n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e s .  A c t i n g  on h i s  own a u t h o r i t y ,  D a v id  
h a d  s p e n t  $ 3 0 0  f o r  a  " v a l u a b l e  h e r b a r i u m "  t o  a d d  t o  t h e
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U n i v e r s i t y ' s  "m useum .” As c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  F i n a n c e  
C o m m i t te e ,  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  r e f u s e d  t o  a p p r o v e  D a v i d ' s  a c ­
t i o n .  He t h o u g h t  t h e  e n t i r e  B o a r d  o u g h t  t o  c o n s i d e r  s u c h  
e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  n o t  m e r e l y  h i s  c o m m i t t e e .  W i th  o n l y  o n e  d i s ­
s e n t  t h e  B o a r d  s u s t a i n e d  D a v i d ' s  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h e  h e r b a r i u m ,  
b u t  t h e n  t h e y  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  " h e r e a f t e r  s u c h  e x p e n d i t u r e s  be
made o n l y  b y  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e . "  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ,  i t
1 6s h o u l d  be  n o t e d ,  c h a i r e d  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  t o o .
T h a t  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  D a v i d  a n d  J a s t r e m s k i  w e re  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  l a t e  i n  1885 i s  c l e a r  f rom  t h e  December m in ­
u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s . D a v id  s p e n t  a l m o s t  t h e  
e n t i r e  p e r i o d  f ro m  O c t o b e r  5 ,  when t h e  s e s s i o n  o p e n e d ,  u n t i l  
December 7 ,  when t h e  B o a r d  m e t ,  i n  New O r l e a n s  a t t e n d i n g  t o  
h i s  d u t i e s  a s  S t a t e  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n .  The 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  h e  e n c o u n t e r e d  w e re  s o  g r e a t ,  h e  t o l d  t h e  
B o a r d ,  t h a t  h i s  c o n s t a n t  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y  was 
" a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y . "  O b v i o u s l y  J a s t r e m s k i  d i d  n o t  a g r e e .  
He n o t e d  v e r b a l l y  t h a t  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m it tee  c o u l d  n o t  s u p ­
p l y  t h e  B o a r d  w i t h  a  f o r m a l  r e p o r t .  I t  h a d  n o t  met  s i n c e  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  O c t o b e r ,  h e  e x p l a i n e d ,  due  t o  t h e  "c o n t i n u e d
■ ^ M inu tes  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O c to b e r  5 ,
6 ,  1885; B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , O c to b e r  7 ,
1 8 8 5 .
a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y . "  T h e n ,  when 
Alumni member M i l t o n  S t r i c k l a n d  moved t h a t  D a v i d  be g r a n t e d  
t h r e e  m o n th s  s a l a r y  i n  a d v a n c e  t o  d e f r a y  t h e  h e a v y  e x p e n s e  
o f  l i v i n g  i n  New O r l e a n s ,  J a s t r e m s k i  j o i n e d  a n o t h e r  member,  
H. M. F a v r o t ,  i n  o p p o s i n g  t h e  m o t i o n .  A few  d ay s  l a t e r  h i s  
n e w s p a p e r  p r o v i d e d  some a m p l i f i c a t i o n .  The S t r i c k l a n d  mo­
t i o n  c a r r i e d ,  J a s t r e m s k i  n o t e d ,  b u t  i t  s t i m u l a t e d  a  l e n g t h y  
a rg u m e n t  d u r i n g  w h ic h  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  "some ^ /B o a r d /  
m em bers"  f a v o r e d  w i t h h o l d i n g  s a l a r y  f rom  p r o f e s s o r s  who h a d  
" r e c e n t l y  b e e n  a b s e n t  f ro m  d u t y . "  The r e s u l t  was B o a r d  a p ­
p r o v a l  f o r  a  p r o p o s a l  o f f e r e d  by Leon J a s t r e m s k i :  " R e ­
s o l v e d ,  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h i s  B o a r d  t h a t  w h e n e v e r  a 
member o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  s h a l l  a b s e n t  h i m s e l f  on h i s  p r i v a t e
b u s i n e s s  h e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  p a y  d u r i n g  s u c h  a b -
17s e n c e s . "
A p p a r e n t l y  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  M i l t o n  
S t r i c k l a n d ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  D a v i d  was " a t  p r e s e n t  e m p lo y e d  
i n  a d u a l  c a p a c i t y "  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  S t a t e  
C o m m is s io n e r  o f  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n .  He was b e i n g  p a i d  t o  p e r ­
fo rm  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  J a s t r e m s k i  b e l i e v e d ,  a n d
17 M in u tes  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  D ecem ber 7 ,
8 ,  1 8 8 5 ;  B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , D ecem ber
1 0 ,  1 8 8 5 .
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t h a t  h e  c l e a r l y  c o u l d  n o t  do when a b s e n t  f r o m  B a to n  R o u g e .  
N e i t h e r  c o u l d  t h e  s e v e r a l  y o u n g e r  p r o f e s s o r s  whom D a v i d  h a d  
c a l l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t o  h e l p  h im  i n  New O r l e a n s .  At 
l e a s t  tw o  o f  them ,  W. LeRoy B r o u n ,  J r . ,  a n d  L e o n a r d  S e w e l l ,  
r e a l i z e d  i t .  On November 1 1 ,  1885 ,  B rou n  w r o t e  D a v id  f ro m  
B a to n  Rouge a f t e r  t h e  two l e f t  New O r l e a n s  w i t h o u t  D a v i d ' s  
k n o w l e d g e .  " I  w o u ld  h a v e  t o l d  you  o f  o u r  g o i n g , "  B ro u n  e x ­
p l a i n e d ,  " b u t  h o n e s t l y  I  was a f r a i d  you w o u ld  k e e p  . . .  
/ u s / . " F o r  d a y s  B ro u n  h a d  h a d  l i t t l e  t o  d o  i n  t h e  C r e s c e n t  
C i t y .  He was a n x i o u s  t o  work  and  he  knew h i s  c l a s s e s  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w e re  n o t  b e i n g - t a u g h t . I f  D a v id  w a n t e d  a n y ­
t h i n g  a n a l y z e d ,  h e  c o u l d  m a i l  i t  t o  B a to n  Rouge a n d  B ro u n  
w o u ld  do i t  g l a d l y .  B u t  he  b e g g e d  n o t  t o  be  summoned t o  
New O r l e a n s  any  m o re .  Or,  i f  D av id  w o u ld  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Uni­
v e r s i t y ,  B ro u n  w o u ld  g l a d l y  " t a k e  c h a r g e "  i n  New O r l e a n s .  . 
A t  l e a s t  i t  w o u ld  g i v e  D a v id  a  r e s t .  "B u t  t o  come down 
t h e r e  a n d  do a n e g r o e s  / s i c /  w ork ,  w h i l e  my c l a s s e s  a r e  s u f ­
f e r i n g  h e r e ,  a nd  I  d o i n g  no  g o o d ,  e x c u s e  me— " T h en ,  p l e a d ­
i n g l y ,  he  b e g g e d  D a v id  t o  come t o  B a to n  Rouge f o r  h i s  own 
g o o d .  "Come p l e a s e  i f  i t  i s  o n l y  f o r  a  d a y ,  once  a  w eek  
. . . Come up  p l e a s e  a n d  l e t  y o u r s e l f  be  s e e n  by t h e  s tu d e n ts
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1 8a n d  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  t o w n . " 4-0
D a v id  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  e n j o y i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  New O r­
l e a n s .  Even b e f o r e  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n  o p e n e d  on November 10 ,  
1885 ,  h e  h a d  h a d  t o  a s k  T r e a s u r e r  H a rn ey  S k o l f i e l d  t o  s e n d  
h im  h i s  s a l a r y  i n  a d v a n c e .  S k o l f i e l d  was D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d  
a n d  a g r e e d  t o  f o r w a r d  most  o f  D a v i d ' s  pay  f o r  November, b u t  
h e  d i d  n o t  d a r e  do more t h a n  t h a t .  "You u n d e r s t a n d  my p o ­
s i t i o n  h e r e , " h e  a p o l o g i z e d  t o  D a v id ,  " .  . . a n d  I  f e e l
19t h a t  you  w ould  n o t  hav e  me do s o m e t h i n g  w r o n g . "  As a l ­
r e a d y  e x p l a i n e d ,  M i l t o n  S t r i c k l a n d  managed t o  o b t a i n  D a v id ' s  
p a y  t h r o u g h  F e b r u a r y ,  1886,  when t h e  B o a rd  m et  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
D ecem ber ,  b u t  t h e  money d i d  l i t t l e  t o  make h i s  l i f e  more 
p l e a s a n t .  On J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1886 ,  he  w r o t e  Tom Boyd t h a t  h e  
h a d  t r i e d  t o  " g e t  away t o  B a to n  Rouge ,  b u t  w i t h  no l u c k . "
I f  p o s s i b l e ,  he w o u ld  l e a v e  New O r l e a n s  t h e  n e x t  day t o  
s p e n d  t h e  w eekend  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  B u t  w h a t e v e r  he  d i d  cr 
w h e r e v e r  he  went  no  l o n g e r  seem ed  i m p o r t a n t .  " I  am d o i n g  no 
g o o d , "  he  t o l d  Tom, "making no p r o g r e s s —a l t h o *  I  h a v e  
n e v e r  w o rk ed  s o  h a r d —n or  s u f f e r e d  s o  much i n  a l l  my l i f e  as
18B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e . December 10, 
1885;  W. LeRoy B r o u n ,  J r . ,  t o  D av id  Boyd, November 11, 1885, 
i n  Boyd (David  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 4 .
19Harney S k o l f i e l d  t o  D av id  Boyd, November 3 ,  1 8 8 5 ,
i n  Boyd (D avid  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 1 0 .
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r e c e n t l y .  My l i f e  i s  now a  h e l l  on  e a r t h . D e a t h  wd b e  a
g r e a t  r e l i e f . " 20  Two d a y s  l a t e r  h e  was s t i l l  i n  New O r­
l e a n s ,  s t i l l  d e s p o n d e n t  a n d  s t i l l  p l a n n i n g  t o  go  t o  B a to n  
Rouge t h e  " n e x t  d a y . "  B u t  now he  h a d  r e a c h e d  a  d e c i s i o n :
I t  i s  ray i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e s i g n  on F e b .  1 s t , t o  t a k e
e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  Somehow, I  h o p e  t o  g e t  t h e  
money t o  r e f u n d  t h e  F e b . p a y  a l r e a d y  p a i d  me. My 
r e t u r n  t o  L a .  was a n  e r r o r .  The E x p o s i t i o n  h a s  
p r o b a b l y  o n l y  h a s t e n e d  t h e  d e n o u e m e n t  / , /  t h e  e n d I 
I  f e e l  g r a t e f u l  t o  y o u ,  a n d  t o  my f r i e n d s  g e n e r a l l y ,  
f o r  y r .  i n t e r e s t  i n  me, a n d  i n  my w e l f a r e .  I  o n l y  
w i s h  now t o  g e t  away f r o m  L a . — w h e re  t o  God o n l y  
k n o w s .  I  s h a l l  t r y  a n d  s t a y  h e r e  i n  N. 0 .  . . . 
t i l l  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n .  B u t  t h a t  l o o k s  
l i k e  . . .  a n  i m p o s s i b i l i t y - - ! o r  I  h a v e  n o t  a  d o l l a r  
i n  t h e  w o r l d .  B u t  t h e  f u t u r e  m u s t  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t ­
s e l f . 21
D a v id  d i d  n o t  w r i t e  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  u n t i l  
A p r i l  5 ,  1 8 86 ,  a n d  i t  was n o t  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  u n t i l  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J u n e .  H is  " p r i v a t e  a f f a i r s , "  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  
G o v e r n o r  McEnery,  w e r e  i n  s u c h  b a d  c o n d i t i o n  a s  t o  make h im 
" u n f i t "  t o  d i s c h a r g e  h i s  d u t i e s  p r o p e r l y .  T h e r e f o r e  he  
b e g g e d  t o  be r e l i e v e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  The r e a s o n  o f ­
f e r e d  was s o u n d  e n o u g h ,  b u t  i t  was p r o b a b l y  n o t  t h e  o n l y  
one  f o r  D a v i d ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  By t h e  l a t e  f a l l  a n d  w i n t e r
20D a v id  Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s  1 8 8 6 - 8 9 ,  Box 2 .
21“'-‘-David Boyd t o  Tom B oyd , J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  i b i d .
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o f  1 8 8 5 -8 6 ,  he  was u n d e r  f i r e  f rom  s e v e r a l  q u a r t e r s  f o r  h i s  
p r o l o n g e d  a b s e n c e  f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  S i n c e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
A u g us t  h e  h a d  n o t  s p e n t  more t h a n  a few day s  i n  B a to n  Rouge 
and  many o f  t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  c l e a r l y  r e s e n t e d  i t .  W. 
LeRoy B r o u n fs  l e t t e r  o f  November,  1885,  u r g i n g  him t o  l e t  
h i m s e l f  be  s e e n  more o f t e n  by  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  t o w n s ­
p e o p l e  o f  B a to n  Rouge has a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d .  So h a s  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  whose p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  p o i n t e d l y  
i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1886 ,  t h e  " p l e a s u r e  o f  m e e t i n g  C o l .  Boyd 
t h i s  m o r n in g ,  who came up l a s t  n i g h t  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  New 
O r l e a n s  t h i s  m o r n i n g . " But t h e  most  t e l l i n g  c r i t i c i s m  may 
h a v e  b e e n  t h a t  o f  0 .  P . S k o l f i e l d ,  an  i r a t e  p a r e n t  who 
c o m p l a i n e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  G o v e rn o r  McEnery. F o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n ­
t e r m e d i a t e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1886 ,  S k o l f i e l d ' s  s o n  
and  e l e v e n  o t h e r  c a d e t s  h a d  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  " w i th d ra w "  f rom 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  a c a d e m ic  r e a s o n s .  Out o f  a  p o s s i b l e  100 
p o i n t s  young S k o l f i e l d  s c o r e d  o n l y  f o r t y - f o u r ;  h i s  p r o f e s ­
s o r s ,  t h e  f a t h e r  l e a r n e d ,  l a b e l e d  him a  " d r a g "  on h i s  
c l a s s .  B u t ,  demanded S k o l f i e l d ,  w e re  n o t  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  
a l s o  a t  f a u l t  f o r  " s o  much a b s e n c e " w h ic h  was " so  w e l l  
known?" "Those  who s i t  i n  j u d g e m e n t , "  he  d e c l a r e d ,  " .  . . 
s h o u l d  f i r s t  p l u c k  t h e  mote f rom  t h e i r  own e y es  b e f o r e  t h e y
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22s e e k  t o  f i n d  i t  e l s e w h e r e . "
B e s i d e s  e x t r e m e  p o v e r t y  and c r i t i c i s m  f o r  h i s  l o n g  
a b s e n c e  f rom B a to n  Rouge, a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  a nd  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  d i d  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  h i s  d r u d g e r y  a t  t h e  E x p o s i ­
t i o n  may h av e  c a u s e d  Dav id  t o  r e s i g n  i n  J u n e ,  1886 .  I t  
m us t  hav e  h u r t  when a B a to n  Rouge p a p e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e n ­
t i r e  E x p o s i t i o n  a s  " r a t h e r  d u l l , "  b u t  s i n g l e d  o u t  D a v i d ' s  
c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  e x h i b i t ,  f o r  s p e c i a l  c r i t i c i s m ,  
From New O r l e a n s ,  t h e  p a p e r ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  r e p o r t e d :
I  g u e s s  you t h i n k  I w a s t e d  my t im e  h e r e ,  b u t  a f t e r  I 
h a d  s e e n  L o u i s i a n a ' s  e x h i b i t ,  w h ic h  seem ed  t o  be 
p r i n c i p a l l y  a l l i g a t o r s ,  I f e l t  a s  i f  I  n e e d e d  a l i t t l e  
r e s t  t o  r e c o v e r  f rom t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s u c h  a  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i o n  o f  o u r  S t a t e .  T h e re  w ere  b i g  a l l i g a t o r s ,  
m i d d l e - s i z e d  a l l i g a t o r s ,  a n d  l i t t l e  a l l i g a t o r s .  A l s o  
a  f i g u r e  o f  a  n e g r o  man p l o u g h i n g  up  t h e  g ro u n d  w i t h  
a l l i g a t o r s  a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  p l o w , 2*3
A f t e r  t h e  E x p o s i t i o n  c l o s e d ,  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  may
h a v e  ad d ed  t o  D a v i d ' s  s e n s e  o f  i n j u r y .  The members w ere
r e l u c t a n t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  E x h i b i t  f o r  t h e
2 ^ 0 ,  P .  S k o l f i e l d  t o  G ov e rno r  S .  D. McEnery, u n ­
d a t e d ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  
A p r i l  6 ,  1886; D a v id  Boyd t o  G o v e rn o r  S .  D. McEnery,  A p r i l  
5 ,  1886 ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  i b i d . , Ju n e  2 8 ,  1886; B a to n  Rouge 
D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e , F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1886 ,  S k o f i e l d ' s  
l e t t e r  t o  McEnery must  hav e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1886 .  
A l e t t e r  f rom  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  t o  D av id  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  a c t i o n  i s  d a t e d  March 1, 1886 ,  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  t o  
D av id  Boyd, March 1,  1886,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D , ) P a p e r s ,  
1 8 8 6 -8 9 ,  Box 2 .
2 2 s a t o n  Rouge W eekly T r u t h , March 1 9 ,  1 8 8 6 .
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U n i v e r s i t y ,  e v e n  a s  a g i f t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w ou ld  c o s t  t h e  
s c h o o l  $500  t o  s h i p  i t  f rom  New O r l e a n s .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  
D av id  s p e n t  some $ 2 ,0 0 0  o f  h i s  own money t o  p r o d u c e  i t  a n d  
t o  a c q u i r e  o t h e r  e x h i b i t s  w h ic h  h e  gave  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
t h e  B o a r d ' s  a t t i t u d e  m ust  h a v e  s t r u c k  him as  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
u n g r a t e f u l . ^
The B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  c o n s i d e r e d  D a v i d ' s  r e s i g n a ­
t i o n  on Ju n e  2 8 ,  1886,  b u t  f o r  some r e a s o n ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  
l a c k  o f  a quorum, d i d  n o t  a c t  on i t  u n t i l  s e v e r a l  days  
l a t e r .  The d e l a y  a l l o w e d  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  on t h e  B o a rd  and  
among h i s  e x - s t u d e n t s  e n ough  t i m e  t o  o r g a n i z e  a  m o d es t  cam­
p a i g n  b e g g in g  h im n o t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  I t  p r o v e d  
e f f e c t i v e .  On J u l y  9 ,  t h e  B o a rd  r e c o n v e n e d  and  a p p r o v e d  a 
m o t i o n  t h a t  " C o l .  Boyd be  r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  a nd  w i t h ­
draw h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n . "  G o v e rn o r  McEnery a p p o i n t e d  a  com­
m i t t e e  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  D av id  a nd  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  he  a g r e e d
24M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  6 ,  7 ,  
J u l y  3 0 ,  1886; F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 4 2 5 - 2 6 .
A l e t t e r  f rom D a v i d ' s  f o r m e r  enemy, P r o f e s s o r  R. S .  
M cC ul loch ,  seem s t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  D a v id  r e s i g n e d  
i n  t h e  summer o f  1886 b e c a u s e  h i s  h a r d  work f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  
a n d  t h e  s t a t e  w e r e  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e d  by t h e  B o a r d .  McCulloch ,  
away f ro m  B a to n  Rouge f o r  t h e  summer,  knew D av id  h a d  s u b ­
m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know w h a t  a c t i o n  t h e  
B o a rd  f i n a l l y  t o o k .  He h o p e d  t h e y  r e j e c t e d  i t  a nd  t h a t  
t h e y  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  would  r e i m b u r s e  Dav id  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  d e b t  
h e  i n c u r r e d  f o r  " p u b l i c  b e n e f i t  a n d  n o t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  ends  o r  
w a n t s . "  R. S .  McCulloch  t o  D av id  Boyd, A u g u s t  5 ,  1886 ,  i n
619
9 ̂t o  r e m a i n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  " a t  t h e  B d ' s .  r e q u e s t .
W h e th e r  D a v i d  i n t e n d e d  h i s  J u n e ,  1886 ,  r e s i g n a t i o n  
s e r i o u s l y  o r  m e r e l y  a s  a  t e s t  o f  h i s  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  B o a r d  
i s  n o t  c l e a r  f ro m  t h e  r e c o r d s  t h a t  r e m a i n .  He c e r t a i n l y  
h a d  p l e n t y  o f  s o u n d  r e a s o n s  t o  r e s i g n ,  b u t  he  a l s o  h a d  a 
h i s t o r y  o f  s u b j e c t i n g  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  v o t e s  o f  c o n ­
f i d e n c e ,  som ew hat  l i k e  a  B r i t i s h  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r .  I f  t h a t  i s  
w h a t  h e  was d o i n g  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  m us t  h a v e  
p l e a s e d  h im .  I f  n o t ,  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a y  on m e r e l y  p r o ­
l o n g e d  h i s  a g o n y .  In  a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  h e  r e s i g n e d  
no  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  B o a rd  w o u ld  v i s i t  h im  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  
c h a n g e  h i s  m in d .
Two q u e s t i o n s  w h ic h  l a t e r  gav e  r i s e  t o  D a v i d ' s  f i n a l  
r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  came b e f o r e  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  a t  a  t h i r d  m e e t i n g  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  sum­
mer o f  1 8 8 6 .  One c o n c e r n e d  a  d r a s t i c  economy p r o g r a m  a n d  
t h e  o t h e r  i n v o l v e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  B a r r a c k s  p r o p e r t y  a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  d o m i c i l e .  Ch 
J u l y  29 G o v e r n o r  McEnery summoned t h e  B o a r d  i n t o  s p e c i a l
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 1 0 .
2S .M in u tes  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  Ju n e  2 8 ,  2 9 ,
J u l y  9 ,  1886; H enry F a v r o t  t o  D a v id  B oyd , Ju n e  3 0 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  i n
Boyd (D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 7 .
s e s s i o n  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p r e c a r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n .  C h a r l e s  J .  L e e d s ,  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  Com m it tee  on 
t h e  S t a t e  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  
l i m i t e d  income made i t  an a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  h i s  com­
m i t t e e  t o  recommend a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a i r  o f  a n c i e n t  
l a n g u a g e s  and  a s s u m p t i o n  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c h a i r  o f  
E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h i s  w o u ld  s a v e  $ 3 , 0 0 0  i n  p r o f e s s o r s '  
s a l a r i e s ,  b u t  i t  w o u ld  a l s o  p u t  Tom Boyd, who t a u g h t  E ng­
l i s h ,  o u t  o f  e m p lo y m en t .  B o a r d  member J o s e p h  S p e a r i n g  r e ­
a c t e d  v e h e m e n t l y .  " I  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  any 
p r o f e s s o r  c o u l d  b e t t e r  be d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  t h a n  . . . t h o s e  
o f  P r o f .  T .  D. B o y d , "  S p e a r i n g  d e c l a r e d .  He t h o u g h t  e x ­
p e n s e s  m ig h t  b e t t e r  be r e d u c e d  by c o m b in in g  c e r t a i n  p r o f e s ­
s o r s h i p s  a n d  r e d u c i n g  s a l a r i e s .  A f t e r  two days  o f  d i s c u s ­
s i o n  t h e  B oa rd  a g r e e d .  E v e ry o n e  e x c e p t  D a v id ,  who would  
g e t  $ 1 , 9 0 0  i n s t e a d  o f  $ 2 , 5 0 0  a s  p r e s i d e n t  an d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  was c u t  t o  $ 1 , 4 2 5 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  Board  
a p p r o v e d  S p e a r i n g ' s  m o t io n  t h a t  no e x p e n d i t u r e  be  made e x ­
c e p t  f o r  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  r e p a i r s  and  t h a t  no  e x p e n s e  o f  
any s o r t  be i n c u r r e d  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t te e .  As v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B o a rd ,
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Leon J a s t r e m s k i  was chairm an o f  t h a t  c o m m it te e .
B e s id e s  th e  S p e a r in g  r e s o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  u n a u th o r ­
i z e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  Board a c t i o n  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
B a rra ck s  p r o p e r ty  i n  B aton  Rouge a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  
D a v id ' s  f i n a l  r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
On J u l y  2 9 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  t h e  B o a r d  f o r m a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  B a r r a c k s  
f ro m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  new 
home. I t  a l s o  a u t h o r i z e d  D a v i d  t o  t a k e  a c t u a l  p o s s e s s i o n  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  d e e d  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  p r o p ­
e r t y  t o  L o u i s i a n a  became e f f e c t i v e .  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  e a s y .  D a v id  f i r s t  t r i e d  t o  g e t  i t  
f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a f t e r  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  S e m in a r y  b u i l d ­
i n g  i n  1 8 6 9 .  B u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  s t i l l  
n e e d e d  t h e  B a r r a c k s  t o  h o u s e  t r o o p s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  L a t e r ,  when t r o o p s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  w i th d r a w n ,  
l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  b e g a n  a r g u i n g  o v e r  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  Some, l i k e  D a v i d ,  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u ld  make a  g o o d
2 % .  H. G o o d a le  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J u l y  2 9 ,  1886 ,  i n  
Boyd (D a v id  F . ) p a p e r s ,  Box 7 ;  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  3 0 ,  1 8 8 6 .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  Tom Boyd 
P r o f e s s o r  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  r e d u c ­
t i o n  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k  on h im  b e c a u s e  h i s  pay  
c u t  was  l a r g e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e ' s .  He t h o u g h t  h e  h a d  a  
r i g h t  t o  "h av e  e x p e c t e d  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  b e t t e r  t r e a t m e n t "  f r a n  
D a v i d .  T h a t  D a v id  " a l l o w e d "  t h e  r e d u c t i o n ,  N i c h o l s o n  b e ­
l i e v e d ,  was e v i d e n c e  o f  a n  " u n k i n d  a n d  u n g r a t e f u l "  f e e l i n g  
t o w a r d  h im .  Two d a y s  l a t e r  N i c h o l s o n  t a l k e d  w i t h  D a v id  who
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home f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  O t h e r s  w a n te d  i t  t o  h o u s e  t h e  
S t a t e  Asylum f o r  t h e  B l i n d .  S t i l l  o t h e r s ,  l i k e  Mayor Leon 
J a s t r e m s k i  and  t h e  B a to n  Rouge C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  t h o u g h t  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  s h o u l d  be  s o l d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r .  I n  1882 
B a to n  Rouge became t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  and  t h e  town n e e d e d  
room t o  e x p a n d .  I t  w o u ld  be f o o l i s h  and  u n j u s t ,  J a s t r e m s k i  
d e c l a r e d  i n  h i s  p a p e r ,  t o  b l o c k  d e v e lo p m e n t  n o r t h w a r d  a l o n g  
t h e  r i v e r  by a l l o w i n g  any s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  occu py  t h e  
p r o p e r t y .  B e s i d e s ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  Asylum f o r  t h e  B l i n d  n o r  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  B a r r a c k s  " i n  
c r e d i t a b l e  o r d e r . "  The g o v e rn m e n t  w ou ld  n o t  d o n a t e  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o u t r i g h t ,  he  p o i n t e d  o u t .  What w ou ld  h a p p en  t o  
e i t h e r  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i f  W a s h in g to n  s h o u l d  e v e r  r e c l a i m  
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n ?
M eanw hi le ,  v a r i o u s  c o n g re s s m e n  a n d  s e n a t o r s  f rom
e x p l a i n e d  f u l l y  w h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  B o a rd  m e e t i n g  a n d ,  
i n  a  s e c o n d  l e t t e r  t o  Tom, a s k e d  him t o  i g n o r e  w h a t  h a d  been 
s a i d  i n  t h e  f i r s t .  Meanwhile  Tom r e p l i e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  l e t ­
t e r ,  r e b u k i n g  N i c h o l s o n  f o r  h i s  a t t a c k  on D av id  a n d  p o i n t ­
i n g  o u t  t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  c u t  e x p e n s e s  by $ 4 , 0 0 0 .  
D av id  h i m s e l f  t o o k  a  r e d u c t i o n  f ro m  $ 2 , 5 0 0  t o  $ 1 , 9 0 0  and  t h e  
o n l y  r e a s o n  N i c h o l s o n ' s  p a y  d ro p p e d  s o  much more t h a n  t h e  
o t h e r s  was t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  p a i d  s o  much more t h a n k s  t o
D av id  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  on t h e  B o a rd .  I t  was a  " f r a i l t y  o f
human n a t u r e , "  Tom t o l d  N i c h o l s o n ,  " t o  f o r g e t  t h e  f a v o r s  
p e o p l e  h a v e  done o n e ,  and  a c c u s e  them ,  i n s t e a d ,  o f  i n g r a t i ­
t u d e . "  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  t o  Thomas Boyd, A u g u s t  17, 19, 1886; 
Tom Boyd t o  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n ,  A u g u s t  2 1 ,  1886,  i n  Boyd
(Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 6 -8 9 ,  Box 2 .
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L o u i s i a n a  p r e s e n t e d  b i l l s  t o  C o n g r e s s  c o n c e r n i n g  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s k e d  C on­
g r e s s  t o  d o n a t e  i t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .
I n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 8 4 ,  S e n a t o r  R. H. G i b s o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  i n t r o ­
d u c e d  a  m e a s u r e  w h i c h  w o u l d  t r a n s f e r  t h e  B a r r a c k s  p r o p e r t y  
t o  L o u i s i a n a  f o r  u s e  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s o  
t h a t  i t  b e  i n s u r e d ,  m a i n t a i n e d ,  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  i f  i t  e v e r  c e a s e d  t o  be  u s e d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p u r p o s e s .  J a s t r e m s k i  p r a i s e d  S e n a t o r  G i b s o n  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  
h i s  b i l l  i n  1 8 8 4 .  I t  d i d  n o t  p a s s ,  b u t  tw o  y e a r s  l a t e r  a  
v e r y  s i m i l a r  m e a s u r e  o f f e r e d  by  C o n g r e s s m a n  A. B. I r i o n  o f  
A v o y e l l e s  P a r i s h ,  d i d  r e c e i v e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  a p p r o v a l .  T h i s  
t i m e  J a s t r e m s k i  o p p o s e d  t h e  t r a n s f e r .  T he  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  
d o n a t e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  L o u i s i a n a  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y ,  h e  d e ­
c l a r e d ,  o r  n o t  a t  a l l .  T he  c o s t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
" i f  u s e d  o n l y  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s "  w o u l d  r e n d e r  th e m  a  
" b u r d e n "  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  T he  e d i t o r ' s  s t a n d  may h a v e  b e e n  i n ­
f l u e n c e d  by  G o v e r n o r  M cEnery .  I n  h i s  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  i n  May, 1 8 8 6 ,  McEnery c a l l e d  t h e  d o n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
B a r r a c k s  p r o p e r t y  t o  L o u i s i a n a  a  " T r o j a n  g i f t . "  The U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h e  c h a r g e d ,  w o u ld  p r o v e  t o  be  a n  " I n d i a n  
g i v e r . "  I t  w o u ld  l e t  L o u i s i a n a  u s e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h e  i n s t a l ­
l a t i o n  a n d  t h e n  dem and i t s  r e t u r n  a t  some f u t u r e  d a t e .
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L a t e r ,  when a  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  B a to n  Rouge c i t i z e n s  
r e m o n s t r a t e d  w i t h  h im ,  McEnery d e n i e d  any  i n t e n t i o n  t o  i n ­
f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  p r o p e r t y .
H is  o n l y  i n t e r e s t ,  he  i n s i s t e d ,  was t o  i n d i c a t e  h i s  own p o ­
s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  o b l i g a t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  i n  any  way t o  c a r r y  o u t  
t h e  t e rm s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  p r o p o s a l .
The lawmakers  t o o k  McEnery a t  h i s  w o rd .  I g n o r i n g  
h i s  w a r n i n g  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  c o s t  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  t o  p u t  t h e  B a r r a c k s  
p r o p e r t y  i n  good  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e y  v o t e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  F e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c o n d i t i o n a l  d o n a t i o n  a n d  on J u l y  2 9 ,  1886 ,  t h e  
B oa rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  f o r m a l l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  B a r r a c k s  a s  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  new home. B u t  a c t u a l  p o s s e s s i o n ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  
a b o v e ,  h a d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  a c t  o f  t r a n s f e r  became e f f e c ­
t i v e .  A f t e r  m inor  d e l a y s  G o v e rn o r  M c E n ery 's  s e c r e t a r y  gave  
D av id  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  occu p y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  by t h e  f i r s t  
week i n  S e p te m b e r ,  1 886 ,  he  h a d  t a k e n  rooms i n  one o f  t h e  
B a r r a c k s  b u i l d i n g s .  H i s  e a g e r n e s s  t o  move t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  i n t o  i t s  new home a c c o u n t e d  f o r  h i s  l a s t ,  a n d  f i n a l ,  
r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y . 27
2 7 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  S e p te m b e r  29, 
1884 ,  J u n e  2 9 ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  S e p te m b e r  5 ,  1886; E .  W. R o b e r t s o n  
t o  D av id  Boyd, December 14, 1 8 8 1 , i n  F l e m in g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) C o l ­
l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a  F i l e ,  Box 10; B a to n  Rouge D a i l y  
C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e . F e b r u a r y  4 ,  8 ,  9 ,  18 ,  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 882 ,  
S e p tem b er  18 ,  2 0 ,  December 2 9 ,  1884; B a to n  Rouge Weekly
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B e c a u s e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  h a d  n o  f u n d s  t o  
p a y  m oving  c o s t s ,  i t  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B a to n  Rouge 
f o r  w h a t e v e r  a s s i s t a n c e  t h e y  c o u l d  p r o v i d e .  T he  r e s p o n s e  
was g r a t i f y i n g .  A t  a  c i t i z e n s  m e e t i n g ,  l e a d i n g  b u s i n e s s m e n  
o f f e r e d  t o  f u r n i s h  w a g o n s ,  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  t o  t r a n s p o r t  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  p r o p e r t y  f ro m  t h e  Asylum  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  B a r r a c k s .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  r a i s e  $ 1 , 0 0 0  t o  be  l o a n e d  t o  t h e  
c i t y  w i t h o u t  i n t e r e s t .  The c i t y  w o u ld  t h e n  g r a n t  t h a t  
amount  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  an d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  when t h e  
c i t y  b u d g e t  was  p r e p a r e d ,  i t  w o u ld  p r o v i d e  f o r  r e p a y m e n t  t o  
t h e  p u b l i c  s p i r i t e d  b u s i n e s s m e n .  The B o a r d  t h a n k e d  t h e  
t o w n s p e o p l e  a n d  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  w agons  a n d  money t o  a p p e a r .  
B u t  two w eeks  p a s s e d  a n d  n o t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .  On S e p tem b er  
I S ,  1 88 6 ,  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C om m it tee  n o t i f i e d  t h e  mayor t h a t  
t h e  s c h o o l  c o u l d  n o t  o p e n  i n  i t s  new home i f  t h e  p r o m i s e d  
a i d  w e re  n o t  r e c e i v e d  s o o n .  T h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  mayor r e ­
p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  e x p e c t e d  " c o o p e r a t i o n "  h a d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e d  
a n d  h e  c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  a n y  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  on h i s  own a u t h o r ­
i t y .  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C om m it tee
T r u t h , A p r i l  3 0 ,  May 1 1 ,  Ju n e  2 5 ,  S e p te m b e r  3 ,  1886; S .  B.  
n o .  2 4 7 4 ,  December 19 ,  18 8 4 ,  48 C o n g . ,  2 S e s s . ,  i n  Boyd 
( D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k ;  E. W. H a l s e y ,  S e c r e t a r y  t o  
G o v e r n o r  McEnery,  t o  D a v i d  Boyd,  A u g u s t  17,  1 8 8 6 ,  i b i d . ,
Box 4 ;  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y , 4 2 9 - 3 2 ,  A c t u a l ­
l y  t h e  c o s t  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  came c l o s e r  t o  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .
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d e c i d e d ,  i t  c o u l d  do n o t h i n g  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  l e g i s l a t u r e  m et .
A t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  w o u ld  a p p l y  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o
28move t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
D a v i d  was a  member o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it te e ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  H. M. F a v r o t ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  
W a r re n  E a s t o n ,  a n d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  Leon 
J a s t r e m s k i ,  He s i g n e d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it te e  r e p o r t  w h i c h  
d e c l a r e d  t h e  s c h o o l  h a d  t o  s t a y  i n  i t s  o l d  q u a r t e r s .  B u t  
on  h i s  own a u t h o r i t y  h e  somehow a r r a n g e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  B a r ­
r a c k s  b u i l d i n g s  c l e a n e d  a n d  t h e  m o s t  e s s e n t i a l  r e p a i r  w ork  
d o n e  d u r i n g  t h e  month o f  S e p t e m b e r .  He a l s o  managed t o  
h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  t h e  c h e m i s t r y  l a b o r a t o r y ,  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  
t h e  museum a n d  t h e  ' 'm e c h a n i c a l ” w o rk s h o p  moved t o  t h e  new 
l o c a t i o n .  E v e r y  c l a s s  e x c e p t  t h e  " c h e m i c a l  c l a s s "  c o u l d  be 
c o n d u c t e d  a t  t h e  B a r r a c k s ,  he  t o l d  t h e  B o a r d  when i t  m e t  on 
O c t o b e r  4 .  And, " u n l e s s  o r d e r e d  n o t  t o ,  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  o r d e r s  g i v e n  S e p t .  7 ,  1 8 8 6 , "  he  e x p e c t e d  t o  open  t h e  
1 8 8 6 -8 7  s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  "U. S .  M i l i t a r y  G a r r i s o n "  on O c t o b e r  
5 . 29
A p p a r e n t l y  no  one  " o r d e r e d "  D av id  n o t  t o  open  t h e
28 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  S e p ­
t e m b e r  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1886;  B a t o n  Rouge  Weekly T r u t h ,  
S e p te m b e r  1 0 ,  1 8 8 6 .  --------- -------------
29 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  O cto b e r  4 ,
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s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  B a r r a c k s  i n  O c t o b e r .  B ut  o b v i o u s l y  h i s  
u n i l a t e r a l  d e c i s i o n  t o  move t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e ' s  S e p te m b e r  18, 1886 ,  i n j u n c t i o n ,  
o f f e n d e d  c e r t a i n  members o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  To make m a t t e r s  
w o r s e ,  h e  b r a g g e d  a b o u t  i t  a t  a  s p e c i a l  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  h e l d  
on November 8 ,  1 8 8 6 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  moved, he  d e c l a r e d  
i n  h i s  R e p o r t ,  " i n  s p i t e  o f  a  R e s o l u t i o n  n o t  t o . "  Then he 
p r e s e n t e d  t h e  B o a rd  w i t h  a  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t .  He h ad  
" a l r e a d y " s p e n t  $ 1 , 8 0 0  t o  c l e a n  up  and  move t h e  s c h o o l .
But  t h a t  f i g u r e  was n o t  " n e c e s s a r i l y  a  d e b t  a g s t .  t h e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y . "  I t  was i n c u r r e d  f o r  t h e  " b e s t  i n t e r e s t s "  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l ;  a n d ,  i f  t h e  B oa rd  c o u l d  pay  i t  somehow, h e  t h o u g h t  
i t  w o u ld  be  " a l t o g e t h e r  b e s t  t o  do s o , "  The B o a rd  a d o p te d  
a m o t i o n  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  b u t  t h e n  an u n i d e n t i f i e d  member 
s e c u r e d  p a s s a g e  o f  a n o t h e r  m o t i o n  t o  h a v e  J o s e p h  S p e a r i n g ' s  
r e s o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  any u n a u t h o r i z e d  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  a d o p t e d  i n  
J u l y ,  1 886 ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Leon J a s t r e m s k i ' s  n e w s p a p e r .  I t  
was t h a t  a c t i o n  w h ic h  c a u s e d  D a v id  t o  r e s i g n  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  
f o r  t h e  l a s t  t im e  on November 11 ,  1 8 8 6 ,30
B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  meant  t o  " r e p r o v e  . . .  .
1 8 8 6 .
SO
I b i d . , November 8 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1 8 8 7 .
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/ h i m /  p u b l i c l y , 11 h e  d a s h e d  o f f  a  l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  
G o v e r n o r  McEnery who e n d o r s e d  i t  a n d  r e f e r r e d  i t  t o  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .  E x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  s a i d  i s  n o t  
c l e a r ,  b u t  D a v i d  l a t e r  c l a i m e d  h e  w r o t e  i t  w h i l e  " u n d e r  a  
s e n s e  o f  w rong  d o n e  m e . "  On Decem ber  6 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  t h e  c o m m i t ­
t e e  a c c e p t e d  D a v i d ’s  r e s i g n a t i o n  a n d ,  a t  M c E n e r y ' s  s u g g e s ­
t i o n ,  i t  c h o s e  a  p r e s i d e n t  p r o  t e m p o r e  t o  r e p l a c e  h i m .  The  
man s e l e c t e d  was D a v i d ’s  b r o t h e r ,  Thomas D. B oy d .  G o v e r n o r  
McEnery was d e l i g h t e d .  " I  h o p e , "  h e  w r o t e  Tom i n  an  u n ­
d a t e d  n o t e ,  " y o u r  t e m p o r a r y  a p p o i n t m e n t  may r e s u l t  i n  y o u r
31r e c e i v i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  p e r m a n e n t l y . "
How D a v i d  r e a c t e d  when  h e  l e a r n e d  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  
h i s  s u c c e s s o r  i s  n o t  r e c o r d e d .  B u t  many a g r e e d  w i t h  G o v e r ­
n o r  McEnery t h a t  Tom w o u l d  make a n  e x c e l l e n t  p r e s i d e n t .
H i s  " f i n e  e x e c u t i v e  a b i l i t y ,  b r o a d  v i e w s  a n d  d i s c r e e t  
j u d g e m e n t , "  r e m a r k e d  t h e  B a t o n  Rouge  W ee k ly  T r u t h , c o n ­
v i n c e d  h i s  "many warm f r i e n d s "  t h a t  Tom w o u l d  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  
s c h o o l  w i t h  h o n o r  t o  h i m s e l f  a n d  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  t o  t h e  i n ­
s t i t u t i o n .  T h e n ,  a s  a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t ,  t h e  p a p e r  a d d e d ;  " I t  
i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  C o l .  D. F .  Boyd  w i l l  b e  t e n d e r e d  a
* ^ I b i d . , A p r i l  4 ,  188 7 ;  G o v e r n o r  S a m u e l  McEnery t o  
Thomas B oyd,  u n d a t e d ;  H a r n e y  S k o l f i e l d  t o  Gov.  S .  D.
M cE nery ,  D ecem ber  7 ,  1 8 8 6 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  
1 8 8 6 - 8 9 ,  Box 2 .
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p r o f e s s o r s h i p  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y . "  The e d i t o r  was r i g h t .
The m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Com m it tee  f o r  J a n u a r y  4 ,  1887,  
r e v e a l  t h a t  D a v id ,  " h a v i n g  r e c o n s i d e r e d  . . , h i s  r e s i g n a ­
t i o n "  i n s o f a r  a s  h i s  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  was c o n c e r n e d ,  w o u ld  be 
r e t a i n e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  c h a i r  o f  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r ­
i n g .  H is  s a l a r y  was f i x e d  a t  $ 1 , 4 2 5  p e r  y e a r  and  i t  w o u ld
b e  p a i d  f rom  December 4 ,  1886,  t h e  day h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  a s
32p r e s i d e n t  t o o k  e f f e c t .
By A p r i l ,  1887 ,  when t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  met 
f o r  i t s  r e g u l a r  s p r i n g  s e s s i o n ,  Tom Boyd h a d  s e r v e d  a s  
p r e s i d e n t  f o r  f o u r  months  and  D a v id  h a d  " r e c o n s i d e r e d "  h i s  
l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  on ce  a g a i n .  In  f a c t ,  he  must  have  
done l i t t l e  e l s e  f ro m  t h e  t im e  he  s t e p p e d  down as  p r e s i d e n t  
e a r l y  i n  Decem ber .  A l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  G o v e rn o r  McEnery on 
A p r i l  4 ,  1887 ,  r e v e a l s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  h i s  s t a t e  o f  mind 
i n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  p e r i o d .  Marked " c o n f i d e n t i a l "  a n d  d e ­
l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  B o a r d  c o n v e n e d ,  t h e  
l e t t e r  s t a t e d :
W i th  y o u r  a p p r o v a l ,  and  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  an d  
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  my b r o t h e r  f ro m  c a n d i d a c y  f o r  t h e  p e r ­
m an en t  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  I  wd a sk
32B aton  Rouge W eekly T r u t h . December 1 0 ,  1886;
M in u tes  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1 8 8 7 .
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t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  t o  
r e t r a c t  my r e s i g n a t i o n  . . .  I  t h i n k  s u c h  a 
c o u r s e  wd be  b e s t  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e d .
B u t  I w i l l  do n o t h i n g  w i t h o u t  y o u r  kn ow ledg e  and  
T h o s .  D. Boyd,  who a l s o  now h a s  i n t e r e s t s  and
f e e l i n g s  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d .  B e s i d e s ,  h e  h a s  made__
y o u  an a d m i r a b l e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and  i s  w e l l  w o r th y  / ? /  
o f  t h e  h o n o r  o f  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t .
D av id  h a d  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  " t h i s  m a t t e r "  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r .  
T h e r e f o r e  he  a s k e d  G o ve rn o r  McEnery t o  r e f e r  " t h i s  p r i v a t e  
l e t t e r "  t o  Tom f o r  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n  he 
m ig h t  c h o o se  t o  t a k e  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  
D av id  a l s o  t o l d  McEnery t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  h e  s h o u l d  r e ­
main a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i f  t h e  o n ly  p o s t  he c o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  
h o l d  w e re  t h a t  o f  p r o f e s s o r  o f  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g .  "T h e re  
i s  a s  t h e  c l a s s e s  have  b e e n  a r r a n g e d ,  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  f o r  
me t o  d o , "  he e x p l a i n e d ,  a n d  he d i d  n o t  w an t  t o  be a  b u r d e n  
t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n :
T h i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  w i s h  t o  s a v e  wounded p r i d e ,  and  
t o  g i v e  t h e  B o a rd  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e l i e v e  i t s  
s t i n g  / ? / ,  c a u s e s  me t o  a s k  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  an d  
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  y ou r  e x c e l l e n c y  and  my b r o t h e r ,  . . . 
t o  h a v e  t h e  p a s t  u n d o n e . ^
McEnery h o n o r e d  D a v i d ’s  r e q u e s t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  With  
a c o v e r i n g  n o t e  h e  s e n t  D a v i d ’s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  l e t t e r  t o  Tom 
Boyd, r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  Tom a l r e a d y  h a d  h i s  (M c E n e ry ' s )
33 D avid  Boyd t o  G overn or  S .  D. McEnery, A p r i l  4 ,
1 8 8 7 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 6 - 8 9 ,  Box 2 .
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e n d o r s e m e n t  f o r  p e r m a n e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .  
However ,  i f  Tom saw " f i t  a n d  p r o p e r "  t o  w i t h d r a w  i n  f a v o r  
o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  w o u ld  n o t  o p p o se  D a v i d ' s  a p ­
p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  B o a rd  t o  r e t r a c t  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  I t  m u s t  
h a v e  b een  a  p a i n f u l  d e c i s i o n  f o r  Tom t o  make. He c e r t a i n l y  
w a n t e d  t h e  j o b  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  w a n t e d  h im  t o  h a v e  i t ,  b u t  Da­
v i d ’s  l a t e s t  a t t e m p t  " t o  h a v e  t h e  p a s t  u n d o n e "  made h im  
34s t e p  a s i d e .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  E .  L .  S t e p h e n s  w r i t t e n  i n  
1 8 9 6 ,  when h e  f i n a l l y  d i d  become p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y ,  Tom d e c l a r e d :  " S t r a n g e  i r o n y  o f  f a t e  t h a t  t e n  y e a r s
a g o  when i t  was my h i g h e s t  a m b i t i o n  t o  h o l d  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  g l i t t e r i n g  p r i z e  s l i p p e d
t h r o u g h  my f i n g e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  now, when I  do  n o t  w a n t  i t ,  i t
35s h o u l d  be  o f f e r e d  t o  m e l "
^ G o v e r n o r  S .  D. McEnery t o  Thomas B oyd ,  A p r i l  4 ,  
1887 ;  U n s ig n e d  n o t e  i n  Tom B o y d ' s  h a n d  w r i t i n g ,  J u l y  2 ,
1 8 8 8 ,  i b i d .
Tom Boyd t o  E .  L. S t e p h e n s ,  J u l y  1 3 ,  1 896 ,  i n  
Boyd (Thomas D. ) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 9 6 ,  A n o t h e r  l i n e  i n  t h e  
same l e t t e r  i s  a l s o  r e v e a l i n g .  When h e  was a  s t u d e n t ,  Tom 
t o l d  S t e p h e n s ,  he  u s e d  t o  "w on d e r"  t h a t  " w i t h  s u c h  e q u i p ­
m e n t s  and  s u c h  a f a c u l t y , "  t h e  s c h o o l  h a d  f a i l e d  t o  accom ­
p l i s h  " g r a n d "  r e s u l t s .  "The r e a s o n  a s s i g n e d  on a l l  s i d e s , "  
Tom r e c a l l e d ,  "was t h a t  i t  l a c k e d  a  h e a d ,  a  p r e s i d e n t  t o  
h a r m o n i z e  a n d  u n i f y  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e  a l l  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  w ork  
i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l . "  T w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when 
Tom was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  N orm al  S c h o o l  a t  
N a t c h i t o c h e s ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  s t i l l  n e e d e d  a  p r e s i d e n t  who 
c o u l d  " h a r m o n i z e  and  u n i f y "  a l l  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  "work i n
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When t h e  B o a r d  c o n v e n e d  on A p r i l  4 ,  1887 ,  i t s  f i r s t  
a c t  was t o  c o n s i d e r  D a v i d ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  h a v e  h i s  l e t t e r  
o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  s e t  a s i d e .  I n  i t  D av id  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  h i s  
r e q u e s t  was made on one  c o n d i t i o n :  t h a t  t h e  " r i g h t s  an d
i n t e r e s t s  o f  . . . P r o f .  T h o s .  D. Boyd be  i n  no w i s e  i n ­
j u r e d "  by  any a c t i o n  t o  r e i n s t a t e  h im .  " P r o f .  Boyd h a s  
made t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a  m os t  a d m i r a b l e  a n d  a b l e  p r e s i d i n g  
o f f i c e r , ” D av id  d e c l a r e d ,  " a n d  i t  w o u ld  be b u t  s i m p l y  h i s  
due t o  make h im  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  p r e s i d e n t . " 3 ® Member H. M. 
F a v r o t  a g r e e d .  He moved t o  e l e c t  Tom Boyd p e r m a n e n t  p r e s i ­
d e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  b u t  a n o t h e r  member m anaged  t o  p o s t p o n e  
a c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y .  At t h a t  s e s s i o n  Leon 
J a s t r e m s k i ' s  m o t i o n  t o  a p p o i n t  Tom p e r m a n e n t l y  p a s s e d  w i t h ­
o u t  o p p o s i t i o n .  Tom t h a n k e d  t h e  members b u t  "ow ing  t o  t h e  
p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  he  was p l a c e d "  h a d  t o  
d e c l i n e  t h e  h o n o r .  W ar ren  E a s t o n ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f
and  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l . "  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  h e l d  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y  p r e s i d e n c y  b e tw e e n  1887 a n d  1896 ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  h i s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o o ,  f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  harm ony .  
As Tom e x p l a i n e d  t o  S t e p h e n s  i n  t h e  1896 l e t t e r ,  h e  f i n a l ­
l y  a g r e e d  t o  l e a v e  N a c h i t o c h e s  f o r  B a t o n  Rouge " t o  b r i n g  
o r d e r  o u t  o f  c h a o s . "  F o r  a f u l l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Tom B o y d ' s  
s u c c e s s  a t  N a c h i t o c h e s  s e e  W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t t  B o y d , 
C h a p t e r s  6 - 7 .
3 6 D a v id  Boyd t o  Gov. S .  D. McEnery, A p r i l  4 ,  1 8 8 7 ,
i n  M in u te s  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1 8 8 7 .
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p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e n  moved t h a t  Tom r e m a i n  as  p r e s i d e n t  
p r o  tem p o re  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .  A g a in  Tom d e ­
c l i n e d ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  u n d e r  no c i r c u m s t a n c e s  would h e  be  
a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  a  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  D a v id  w a n t e d .  At t h a t  
p o i n t  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  w e re  i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  
s u d d e n  i l l n e s s  o f  H. M. F a v r o t ,  a n d  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  moved 
t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  p r e s i d e n t  b e  p o s t p o n e d  u n t i l  t h e  
r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  i n  J u l y ,  1887.  A f t e r  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  C om m it tee  t o  a p p o i n t  a  p r e s i d e n t  p r o  t e m p o re  f o r  
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  B o a rd  a d j o u r n e d  w i t h o u t  a c t i n g  
on D a v i d ' s  r e q u e s t  t o  w i t h d r a w  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n . 3^
When t h e  B o a rd  a s s e m b l e d  i n  J u l y ,  t h e r e  were  a t  
l e a s t  h a l f  a  do zen  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  t h e  v a c a n t  p r e s i d e n c y .
B u t  a g a i n  t h e  members c h o s e  t o  p o s t p o n e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  p e r ­
m an e n t  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  a g a i n  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  a c t  on D a v i d ' s  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  w i th d r a w  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  M eanw hile ,  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  p e r s o n n e l  was c h a n g i n g .  H. M. F a v r o t ,  who d i e d
3 ^ W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t t  Boyd, 8 8 - 8 9 ;  M in u te s  o f  
t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  4 ,  5 ,  1 8 87 .  On A p r i l  8 ,  
1 88 7 ,  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  n o t i f i e d  Tom Boyd t h a t  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
C om m it tee  w o u ld  meet  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  week t o  c h o o s e  a p r e s i ­
d e n t  p r o  t e m p o r e  t o  r e p l a c e  h im .  M eanw hi le ,  t h e  " s e n i o r  
p r o f e s s o r "  w o u ld  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a ssum e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  p r o - 
t e m p o r e  *s d u t i e s  i f  Tom n o t i f i e d  h im  by l e t t e r  t h a t  h e  h ad  
r e l i n q u i s h e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  was t h e  s e n i o r  
p r o f e s s o r .  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  t o  Thomas Boyd, A p r i l  8 ,  1887 ,  
i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) P a p e r s ,  1 8 8 6 - 8 9 ,  Box 2 .
w i t h o u t  r e g a i n i n g  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a f t e r  t h e  A p r i l  m e e t i n g ,  
h a d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by  G e n e r a l  J o s e p h  B r e n t ,  D a v i d ’s  o l d  
c a v a l r y  comm ander ,  a n d  Ju d g e  F .  H. F a r r a r ,  a n o t h e r  o f  
D a v i d ’s  f r i e n d s ,  s u b m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
m e e t i n g  i n  J u l y .  By O c t o b e r ,  1 8 8 7 ,  t h e r e  were  a d d i t i o n a l  
c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  B o a r d ' s  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  s t i l l  no e f f o r t  was 
made t o  e l e c t  a  p e r m a n e n t  p r e s i d e n t .  Nor d i d  t h e  B o a r d  
c o n s i d e r  D a v i d ’s  r e q u e s t  t o  w i t h d r a w  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  How­
e v e r ,  i t  d i d  g i v e  h im  s o m e t h i n g  t o  o c c u p y  h i s  t i m e  b y  r e ­
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  c h a i r  o f  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s  and  a s s i g n i n g  
h im  t o  f i l l  i t  u n t i l  a  p e r m a n e n t  r e p l a c e m e n t  c o u l d  b e  em­
p l o y e d .  The B o a r d  may e v e n  h a v e  a c t e d  a t  D a v i d ' s  s u g g e s ­
t i o n .  Months e a r l i e r ,  when h e  f i r s t  a s k e d  t o  be r e s t o r e d  
t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y ,  D a v i d  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  p r o ­
f e s s o r  o f  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g  d i d  n o t  g i v e  h im  e n o u g h  t o  do.^®
T he  n e x t  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  
D ece m b er ,  1 8 87 ,  b u t  o n l y  a  p r o v i s i o n a l  quorum , s e v e n  mem­
b e r s ,  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  e v e r y  a c t i o n  
t a k e n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be  r a t i f i e d  a t  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  i n
38 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  4 ,
J u l y  4 ,  5 ,  O c t o b e r  3 ,  1887; R o b e r t  C. W i c k l i f f e  ( f o r m e r  
g o v e r n o r ) ,  t o  D a v i d  Boyd,  J u l y  7 ,  18 8 7 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v i d  F . )  
P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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A p r i l ,  1 8 88 .  Once more t h e  members p r e s e n t  a v o i d e d  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  o f  a  p e r m a n e n t  p r e s i d e n t ,  by  v o t i n g  t o  p o s t p o n e  
t h e  i s s u e  u n t i l  J u l y ,  1 8 8 8 .  The h e a t e d  c o n t e s t  f o r  c o n t r o l  
o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ,  t h e n  a b o u t  t o  c o n v e n e  t o  s e l e c t  a  
t i c k e t  f o r  t h e  c o m in g  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  i n f l u e n c e d  
t h e  B o a r d ' s  a c t i o n .  F o rm e r  G o v e r n o r  F r a n c i s  T .  N i c h o l l s  
was c h a l l e n g i n g  i n c u m b e n t  S .  D. McEnery f o r  t h e  g u b e r n a ­
t o r i a l  n o m i n a t i o n ,  and  w h o e v e r  won w o u ld  h a v e  t o  f a c e  Henry  
C la y  Warmoth i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1 888 .  A U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  s e l e c t e d  by a  B o a r d  
o f  McEnery a p p o i n t e e s  m i g h t  p r o v e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  i f  e i t h e r
O Q
N i c h o l l s  o r  Warmoth f i n a l l y  became g o v e r n o r .  ^
I n  any  c a s e  t h e  B o a r d  was s o  d i v i d e d  e v e n  b e f o r e  
t h e  n e x t  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b e g a n  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  
n o t  s e t t l e  any  q u e s t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  when i t  
met i n  A p r i l ,  1 8 8 8 .  One member, J o s e p h  S p e a r i n g ,  moved t o  
r a t i f y  t h e  December  m e e t i n g ' s  p r o v i s i o n a l  a c t i o n  t o  p o s t ­
p on e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  p e r m a n e n t  p r e s i d e n t  u n t i l  J u l y ,  A s e c ­
ond p a r t  o f  t h e  same m o t i o n  s o u g h t  t o  a n sw e r  D a v i d ' s  y e a r - o l d  
r e q u e s t  t o  w i t h d r a w  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  I n  S p e a r i n g ' s  w o r d s ;
39 M in u te s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  December  5 ,  
1887; M cG in ty ,  H i s t o r y  o f  L o u i s i a n a . 2 3 3 ,  N i c h o l l s  won t h e  
i n t r a p a r t y  c o n t e s t  a g a i n s t  McEnery a n d  t h e n  p r o c e d e d  t o  
d e f e a t  Warmoth by  a  s i z a b l e  m a j o r i t y .
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I t  i s  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h i s  B o a rd  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
l e n g t h  o f  t im e  w h ic h  h a s  u n a v o i d a b l y  e l a p s e d  b e f o r e  
t h e  B o a rd  c o u l d  r e p l y  and  t h e  f u r t h e r  f a c t  t h a t  
f i l l i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  . , . a t  t h i s  t i m e  m ig h t  be  
c o n s i d e r e d  im p r o p e r  a nd  d i s c o u r t e o u s  t o  t h e  in c o m in g  
S t a t e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h a t  no  a c t i o n  be  t a k e n  on h i s  
r e q u e s t  a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  and  t h a t  i n  com ing  t o  t h i s  
d e c i s i o n  t h e  B o a rd  means no r e f l e c t i o n  on C o l .  Boyd 
p e r s o n a l l y  o r  o f f i c i a l l y . 40
I m m e d i a t e l y  a n o t h e r  member o f f e r e d  a  s u b s t i t u t e  m o t io n  t o  
b l o c k  t h e  S p e a r i n g  p r o p o s a l .  The s u b s t i t u t e  f a i l e d  by  a 
s i x  t o  s i x  t i e  and  S p e a r i n g ' s  m o t io n  l o s t  by p r e c i s e l y  t h e  
same v o t e .  F i n a l l y ,  a n  e f f o r t  by one o f  D a v i d ’s  f r i e n d s  t o  
e l e c t  a  p r e s i d e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a l s o  w en t  down t o  d e f e a t  b e ­
c a u s e  o f  t h e  same t i e  v o t e .  G o v e rn o r  McEnery*s b a l l o t  c o u l d  
h a v e  b r o k e n  t h e  d e a d l o c k ,  b u t  h e  c h o s e  t o  s t a y  away f rom  
t h e  m e e t i n g .  N e c e s s a r i l y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  
o v e r  u n t i l  J u l y  and D a v i d ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  h i s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  go u n a n s w e r e d . 44
M eanw hile  G o v e rn o r  F r a n c i s  T.  N i c h o l l s  t o o k  o f f i c e  
a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  h i s  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ,  made s e v e r a l  
new a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  B o a r d .  One m a jo r  chan ge  
p u t  B a to n  Rouge b u s i n e s s m a n  W i l l i a m  G a r i g  i n  Leon 
J a s t r e m s k i * s  p l a c e  a s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  a n d  a n o t h e r  d e c l a r e d
4 0 M in u tes  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  A p r i l  2 .
1 8 8 8 .
4 1 I b i d .
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two o t h e r  members (who u s u a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  D a v id )  i n e l i g i b l e
b e c a u s e  one  had  won a n  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  f a i l e d
t o  h a v e  h i s  o a t h  o f  o f f i c e  r e c o r d e d .  By J u l y ,  h o w e v e r ,
D av id  c o u l d  h a r d l y  h a v e  e n t e r t a i n e d  any  h o p e s  o f  r e g a i n i n g
t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .  Even  i f  h e  h a d ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o t i o n
a d o p t e d  on  J u l y  3 ,  1888 ,  w o u l d  h a v e  l a i d  them  t o  r e s t :
W h e re a s  C o l .  D. F .  B o y d ' s  l e t t e r  , . . r e q u e s t i n g  
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  . . . c o u l d  n o t  b e  
a c t e d  on i n  A p r i l ,  1887 (d u e  t o  t h e  s u d d e n  i l l n e s s  
o f  H. M. F a v ro t^ ) ;  and  s i n c e ^ t h e n  . . .  by u n a v o i d a b l e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e  / t h e  B o a r d  h a s /  h a d  t o  p o s t p o n e  a n  
a n s w e r  . . • ;  t h e r e f o r e  b e  i t  r e s o l v e d :  T h a t  s i n c e
more  t h a n  a y e a r  h a s  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  B o y d ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  
was t e n d e r e d  a n d  a c c e p t e d ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t im e  t h e  
s c h o o l  h a s  b e e n  a b l y  c o n d u c t e d  by  2 o t h e r  men, we do 
n o t  deem i t  e x p e d i e n t  t o  a s s e n t  t o  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  
B o y d ’s  r e s i g n a t i o n . ^
I n  o t h e r  a c t i o n  t a k e n  t h e  same d a y  Ton Boyd r e s i g n e d  
t o  become p r e s i d e n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  N orm al  S c h o o l  a t  
N a t c h i t o c h e s ,  t h e  B o a r d  named a  t h r e e - m a n  c o m m i t t e e  t o  f i n d  
a  p e r s o n  " s u i t a b l e  f o r  P r e s . , "  a n d  i t  empowered  t h e  same 
c o m m i t t e e  t o  f i l l  a n y  "o t h e r  v a c a n c i e s  i n  t h e  f a c u l t y  which  
now e x i s t  o r  t h a t  may h e r e a f t e r  e x i s t . "  The c o m m i t t e e ,
I b i d . , J u l y  2 ,  3 ,  1 8 8 8 .  Leon J a s t r e m s k i  l e f t  
B a to n  Rouge  f o r  New O r l e a n s  i n  1888 w h e r e  h e  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  
P r e s i d e n t  G ro v e r  C l e v e l a n d  a p p o i n t e d  h im  c o n s u l  t o  P e r u  i n  
1893 .  He r e t u r n e d  t o  L o u i s i a n a  i n  1898 a n d ,  a f t e r  a n  u n ­
s u c c e s s f u l  b i d  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r ’s  o f f i c e ,  h e  d i e d  i n  B a to n  
Rouge i n  1 9 07 .  New O r l e a n s  D a i l y  P i c a y u n e , November 2 9 ,  
1907.
com posed  o f  G o v e r n o r  N i c h o l l s ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  G a r i g ,  a n d  S .  
McC. L a w ra so n ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  a t  a  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g  
on J u l y  2 8 ,  1 8 8 8 .  A f t e r  a n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  a n d  a d i n n e r  
r e c e s s ,  t h e  members e l e c t e d  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n  p e r m a n e n t  p r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  They a l s o  a d o p t e d  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
G a r i g ' s  m o t i o n  t o  v a c a t e  a l l  p r o f e s s o r s h i p s .  The c h a i r s  
( o r  d e p a r t m e n t s )  w e re  t h e n  r e o r g a n i z e d  and  a t  l e a s t  two  men, 
P r o f e s s o r s  R. S .  M cC ul loch  a n d  L e o n a r d  S e w e l l ,  t h e  l i b r a r i ­
a n ,  l o s t  t h e i r  j o b s .  Two o t h e r s ,  W. H. M ag ru d e r  ( L a t i n  a n d  
E n g l i s h ) ,  a n d  C h a r l e s  C h o l l e t  (m o d e rn  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  G r e e k ) ,  
w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  s t a f f .  S i n c e  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 8 7 ,  D av id  h a d  
b e e n  t e a c h i n g  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c i v i l  e n ­
g i n e e r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  B o a r d  now a s s i g n e d  t o  J ,  H. R a n d o lp h ,  
t h e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m e c h a n i c s .  B u t  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o u ld  
n o t  a f f e c t  D a v id  p e r s o n a l l y .  He h a d  a l r e a d y  s u b m i t t e d  h i s  
r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g  on  J u l y  2 7 ,  
1888 ,  t h e  day  b e f o r e  t h e  B o a r d  c o n v e n e d  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e s ­
s i o n . 43
I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  G o v e r n o r  F r a n c i s  T. N i c h o l l s  D a v id
^ M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u l y  3 ,  2 8 ,
188S.  B e s i d e s  e x t e n d i n g  a  v o t e  o f  t h a n k s  t o  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  
G a r i g  f o r  h i s  " e f f i c i e n t  w o rk "  i n  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i ­
t y ,  t h e  B o a rd  v o t e d  t o  d e p o s i t  U n i v e r s i t y  f u n d s  i n  h i s  bank ,  
t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  o f  B a to n  R ouge .  F l e m i n g ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y . 4 6 7 - 6 8 .
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e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  " p e c u n i a r y  o b l i g a t i o n s "  made i t  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h im  t o  f i n d  a  p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  w o u ld  b r i n g  him 
more t h a n  t h e  " m ea g re  s a l a r y "  he  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y .  F o r  y e a r s  h e  h a d  s e r v e d  t h e  s c h o o l  on " v i r t u a l l y  no 
p a y , "  an d  i f  i t  s t i l l  n e e d e d  h im  he  w o u l d  do s o  a g a i n .  But 
"no  s u c h  n e c e s s i t y "  e x i s t e d  i n  1888 a n d  D a v id  t r u s t e d  i t  
n e v e r  w o u ld  a g a i n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  h u r t  h im  t o  l e a v e  
a f t e r  s o  many y e a r s .
Fox’ t w e n t y - n i n e  y e a r s ,  a l m o s t  c o n t i n u o u s l y ,  h a v e  I  
s e r v e d  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n .  I  w o u ld  n o t  be  human, c o u l d  
I _ l e a v e  i t _ n o w  w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g s  o f  r e g r e t  . . . 
/ i l l e g i b l e / .  F o r  me t o  t u r n  my b a c k  on t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
a n d  go away i s  much l i k e  a  m o th e r  o f  a  f a m i l y  l e a v i n g  
h e r  o l d  home a n d  h e r  c h i l d r e n  f o r e v e r ]  B u t  s u c h  i s  
my f a t e .  I t  i s  God’s  w i l l .  L e t  i t  b e  s o .
B u t  may God e v e r  p r o t e c t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  g i v e  i t  
p r o s p e r i t y ,  i s  t h e  p r a y e r  o f  Your o b e d i e n t  s e r v a n t ,  
D a v id  F .  B o y d .* ^
^ D r a f t  o f  a l e t t e r  f r o m  D a v id  Boyd t o  G o v e r n o r  
F r a n c i s  T .  N i c h o l l s ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  1888 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . ) 
C o l l e c t i o n ,  D a v id  F .  Boyd L e t t e r s  a n d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 5 8 - 8 8 ,  Box 
4 .  The l i n e s  "B ut  s u c h  i s  my f a t e .  I t  i s  G o d ' s  w i l l .  L e t  
i t  be  s o . "  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  D a v id  
f i n a l l y  s e n t  t o  G o v e r n o r  N i c h o l l s ,  T hey  w e r e  c r o s s e d  o u t  o f  
h i s  d r a f t .
CHAPTER X I I I
"STRUGGLE AND SUFFERING . . . PRIVATION AND PAIN . . . "
Weeks b e f o r e  h e  r e s i g n e d  h i s  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  a t  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D a v i d  knew h e  w o u ld  b e  s p e n d i n g  
t h e  n e x t  few  y e a r s  s u p e r i n t e n d i n g  a  m i l i t a r y  academy a t  
F a r m d a l e ,  K e n t u c k y .  I n  M arch ,  1 8 8 8 ,  he  o p e n e d  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
t o  l e a s e  t h e  K e n tu c k y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  " f o r  a  t e r m  o f  
y e a r s "  a n d  i n  m i d - J u l y  h e  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  the  
s c h o o l  i n  a  p r i n t e d  c i r c u l a r  a n d  a  K e n tu c k y  n e w s p a p e r .  
F o u n d e d  i n  1845 and  c h a r t e r e d  by t h e  s t a t e  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
t h e  K e n tu ck y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  was l o c a t e d  s i x  m i l e s  s o u t h  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  F r a n k f o r t ,  on t h e  t u r n p i k e  t o  H a r r o d s -  
b u r g .  L ik e  s o  many s c h o o l s  o f  i t s  t y p e ,  i t  c l o s e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  C i v i l  War when p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  r e s i g n e d  e n  masse  
t o  e n t e r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  A f t e r  t h e  war  i t  r e s u m e d  o p e r a ­
t i o n s ,  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  d i m i n i s h i n g  s u c c e s s  u n t i l  1887 when 
i t  c l o s e d  f o r  o ne  s e s s i o n .  A p p a r e n t l y  D a v id  l e a r n e d  o f  i t s  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  f ro m  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  G e n e r a l  S imon B u c k n e r  who
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was g o v e r n o r  o f  K e n tu c k y  i n  1 8 8 8 . x
I n  a  p r o s p e c t u s  p u b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  h i s  s e c o n d  y e a r  i n  
K e n tu c k y ,  D a v i d  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f a c u . l t y ,  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  d i s c i ­
p l i n e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  B e s i d e s  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  who 
t a u g h t  " n a t u r a l  p h i l o s o p h y "  a n d  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  s i x  f a c u l t y  members on t h e  s t a f f  i n  1 8 8 9 - 9 0 .  Two v a ­
c a n c i e s  e x i s t e d  b u t  D a v i d  h o p e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  one i n  " m i l i t a r y  
t a c t i c s "  w i t h  a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f f i c e r .  D e g r e e s  a w a r d e d  i n ­
c l u d e d  t h e  b a c h e l o r  o f  a r t s ,  t h e  b a c h e l o r  o f  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  
m a s t e r  o f  a r t s ,  a n d  a  " c e r t i f i c a t e "  i n  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g .
F o r  y o u n g e r  c a d e t s  t h e r e  was a  p r e p a r a t o r y  c l a s s ,  b u t ,  David 
e m p h a s i z e d ,  " T h i s  s c h o o l  i s  a  c o l l e g e  . . . "  As f o r  i t s  r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o p e r a t e d  u n d e r  a  
s t a t e  c h a r t e r .  The g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t e d  i t s  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s ,  b u t  " p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s "  owned t h e  s c h o o l  and  o n l y  Da­
v i d ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  " t h e  m anagem ent  
o f  i t s  a f f a i r s . "  D a v i d  made t h e  p o i n t  e v e n  c l e a r e r  i n  a  
" s p e c i a l  n o t i c e "  t o  p a r e n t s  a t  t h e  e nd  o f  h i s  b r o c h u r e .  C a ­
d e t s  h a d  t o  e n r o l l  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  s e s s i o n ,  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t ,
■^Crutcher  a n d  S t a r k s ,  Mens’ & B o y s '  O u t f i t t e r s ,  t o  
D a v id  Boyd,  March 18 ,  1 8 8 8 ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 
6 ; C i r c u l a r ,  J u l y  2 1 ,  1 8 8 8 ,  i b i d . ,  P r i n t e d  p a m p h l e t s ,  1 8 9 0 -  
9 9 ,  Box 21 ;  W e s t e r n  A r g u s  ( F r a n k f o r t ,  K e n t u c k y ) ,  J u l y  12,  
S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1888;  B a r k s d a l e  H a m l e t t ,  " H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
i n  K e n tu ck y ,"  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  B u l l e t i n , V II
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an d  t h e y  would  be c h a r g e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  Once e n t e r e d ,  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s  w ou ld  have  no c o n t r o l  o v e r  them " w h i l e  a t  t h e  I n s t i ­
t u t e  . M Nor s h o u l d  p a r e n t s  t r y  t o  p r o l o n g  t h e i r  so n s *  f u r ­
l o u g h s  o r  c a u s e  them  t o  v i o l a t e  s c h o o l  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  any 
way.  " P a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  who may n o t  a s s e n t  t o  t h e  above 
c o n d i t i o n s  . . . , "  D a v id  d e c l a r e d ,  " a r e  r e q u e s t e d  n o t  t o
Oe n t e r  t h e i r  s o n s  o r  w a rds  a s  c a d e t s ,
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  s t e r n  w a r n i n g ,  f o r t y - s i x  c a d e t s  a t ­
t e n d e d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  i n  1 8 8 9 -9 0 ,  Over f o r t y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  
summer s e s s i o n  i n  1891 and  by O c t o b e r ,  1 8 9 1 ,  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
m o rn in g  r e p o r t  c l a i m e d  a  s t u d e n t  body o f  f i f t y - s i x .  On t h e  
s u r f a c e  t h e  K en tucky  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  se em e d  t o  b e  d o in g  
w e l l .  O ld  f r i e n d s  l i k e  G e n e r a l  Sherman a n d  P r o f e s s o r  S c h e ie  
de V e re  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  w e r e  g l a d  t o  h e a r  i t .  
They c o n g r a t u l a t e d  D a v id ,  w i s h i n g  h im good  l u c k  a n d  " c o n t i n ­
u e d  s u c c e s s . "  O t h e r  s i g n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  D av id  
was h e a d i n g  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  t r o u b l e .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1891 ,  he 
b o u g h t  two s h a r e s  o f  s t o c k  i n  t h e  "KMI C o r p . , "  a p p a r e n t l y  t o  
show h i s  f a i t h  i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  f u t u r e .  But  h e  c o u l d  n o t
( 1 9 1 4 ) ,  3 0 4 .
2P r o s p ectu s f o r  K en tucky  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  1889-90,  
i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  P a m p h l e t s ,  1 8 9 0 - 9 9 ,
Box 2 1 .
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r a i s e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c a s h  s o  h e  l e f t  t h e  s t o c k  w i t h  t h e  s e l l e r  
a s  c o l l a t e r a l ,  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  n o t e  t o  be  r e t i r e d  i n  s i x  
m o n t h s .  L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  a p r i n t e r  and  a b re w e r  i n  n e a r b y  
F r a n k f o r t  s e n t  him d u n n i n g  l e t t e r s ,  and  he  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  a c c o u n t  f rom  one  d r u g g i s t  t o  a n o t h e r  when t h e  f i r s t  
made r e p e a t e d  demands t h a t  he  s e t t l e  h i s  b i l l .  T e l e g r a m s ,  
n o t e s ,  and c a n c e l l e d  c h e c k s  draw n on Tom B o y d ' s  b a n k  a c c o u n t  
o f f e r  a d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  D a v i d ' s  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  
b e tw e e n  18S8 a nd  1893.  The t e l e g r a m s ,  w h ic h  Tom se em s  t o  
h a v e  a n s w e re d  p o s i t i v e l y  i n  e v e r y  i n s t a n c e ,  u s u a l l y  r e q u e s t ­
ed  l o a n s  r a n g i n g  i n  s i z e  f ro m  f i f t y  t o  s e v e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s .  
Q u i t e  u r g e n t  i n  t o n e ,  t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  a s k e d  Tom t o  d e p o s i t  
money i n  a F r a n k f o r t  bank  i n  t i m e  t o  c o v e r  c h e c k s  D a v id  had
O
a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n  t o  some o f  h i s  n u m ero us  c r e d i t o r s .
By 1893 ,  h i s  l a s t  y e a r  a s  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  Ken­
t u c k y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  D a v id  was c e r t a i n l y  i n  s e r i o u s
3M orn ing  R e p o r t  f o r  K e n tu c k y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  1891 ,  
i b i d . ,  MS V o lu m es ;  L. B. M cB rayer  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J a n u a r y  6, 
1891 ;  David  Boyd t o  W. S. F a v r i e u r , s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Ken­
t u c k y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  u n d a t e d ,  i b i d . ,  Box 6; 
Numerous o v e r d u e  b i l l s  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J u l y  1, 1 8 8 8 - J a n u a r y  
1 , 1892 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 8 ;  Wm. T. Sherman t o  David  Boyd,  Sep­
t e m b e r  15, 1 8 90 ,  i n  B oy d-She rm an  L e t t e r s ;  P r o f e s s o r  S c h e i e  
d e  V ere  t o  D a v id  Boyd, December  4 ,  1 890 ,  i n  F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  
L . )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  A lp h a  F i l e ,  Box 8;  T e l e g r a m s ,  c a n c e l l e d  
c h e c k s ,  r e q u e s t s  f o r  l o a n s  t o  Tom Boyd,  1 8 8 8 -9 3 ,  i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D .)  P a p e r s ,  1 8 9 0 - 9 3 ,  Box 2.
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f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  H is  f a t h e r ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  Boyd, 
d i e d  on F e b r u a r y  16 and D av id  p r o b a b l y  w e n t  t o  W y t h e v i l l e  f o r  
t h e  f u n e r a l  a l t h o u g h  n o t h i n g  i n  h i s  p a p e r s  c o n f i r m s  t h e  t r i p .  
What i s  c l e a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  b o r ro w e d  o v e r  
$500 f rom  someone i n  New O r l e a n s  t o  r e t i r e  a d e b t  owed by 
t h e  Boyd f a m i l y  i n  V i r g i n i a .  To s e c u r e  t h e  l o a n  he  o r d e r e d  
some f o u r  h u n d r e d  b o o k s  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y  ( t h e n  s t o r e d  
i n  B a to n  Kouge) s h i p p e d  t o  h i s  c r e d i t o r .  I f  t h e  money were  
n o t  i*epaid  w i t h i n  a y e a r ,  t h e  c r e d i t o r  c o u l d  s e l l  t h e  books 
and  a p p l y  w h a t  t h e y  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  D a v i d ' s  d e b t .  U l t i m a t e ­
l y  t h a t  i s  w ha t  h a p p e n e d ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  h i s  l i b r a r y ,  b u t  a l s o  
t o  t h e  o n l y  o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  p o s s e s s i o n  D a v id  s t i l l  owned i n  
1893 .  Y e a r s  e a r l i e r  he  p u r c h a s e d  some f u r n i t u r e  w h i c h  once  
b e l o n g e d  t o  B e r n a r d o  de  G a l v e z ,  S p a n i s h  g o v e r n o r  o f  L o u i s i a n a  
b e tw e e n  1777 and 1785 .  D av id  l e f t  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  i n  t h e  Asy­
lum b u i l d i n g  when t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  moved t o  t h e  B a r r a c k s  i n
1886 .  I t  was s t i l l  t h e r e  when he  w en t  t o  K e n tu ck y  a l t h o u g h  
e x - G o v e r n o r  Samuel  McEnery a d v i s e d  him t o  rem ove  i t  i n  1892 
b e f o r e  som eone  on t h e  Asylum B o a r d  c l a i m e d  i t  a s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
o f  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  B u t  D av id  d i d  n o t h i n g  u n t i l  1893 ,  when 
a g r o u p  o f  l a d i e s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  
C o lum bian  E x p o s i t i o n  a s k e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s h i p  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  
t o  C h ic a g o  a t  t h e i r  e x p e n s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  L e ro y  Boyd, t h e y
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d i d  n o t  pay t h e  f r e i g h t  c h a r g e s  and D a v id  had t o  assum e t h e  
d e b t .  When t h e  E x p o s i t i o n  c l o s e d  D a v id  p u t  t h e  G a lv ez  f u r ­
n i t u r e  i n  s t o r a g e ,  and i t  was s t i l l  t h e r e  i n  1907 a s  s e c u r i t y  
f o r  a $ 2 0 0 - d e b t  David  n e v e r  managed t o  r e p a y  b e f o r e  h i s  
d e a t h . ^
More t e l l i n g  t h a n  u n p a i d  b i l l s  and  a p p e a l s  f o r  l o a n s  
a s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  D a v i d ' s  p l i g h t  i n  1S93 w ere  t h e  e n t r i e s  
he made i n  t h e  m o rn in g  r e p o r t s  d u r i n g  h i s  l a s t  s e m e s t e r  a t  
t h e  K e n tu c k y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e .  On F e b r u a r y  1, 1893,  o n l y  
D a v id  and  one o t h e r  i n s t r u c t o r 1 a p p e a r e d  on t h e  f a c u l t y  r o s ­
t e r .  A m a t r o n  and  a c h a p l a i n  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  s t a f f  w h ic h ,  c o n ­
s i d e r i n g  t h e  nu m b er  o f  c a d e t s  e n r o l l e d  ( t e n ) ,  m u s t  have  b e e n  
more  t h a n  a d e q u a t e .  On May 20 a boy was e x p e l l e d  f o r  i n s u b ­
o r d i n a t i o n  and two more w e r e  d ro p p e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y  f o r  " c o n ­
t i n u e d  a b s e n c e  w /o  l e a v e . "  The l a s t  f o r m a l  e n t r y  a p p e a r e d
^Copy o f  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  B o y d ' s  o b i t u a r y  f ro m  Wythe- 
v i l l e  ( V i r g i n i a )  D i s p a t c h , F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1893,  i n  Boyd (Thomas) 
P a p e r s ,  1 8 9 0 -9 3 ,  Box 2; D a v id  Boyd t o  H. L. F a v r o t ,  F e b r u a r y  
20,  1S93,  i n  Boyd (David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5; D av id  Boyd t o  
Dr.  J o h n  J a s t r e m s l c i ,  F e b r u a r y  20 ,  1893,  i b i d . , Box 12; S. D. 
McEnery t o  D av id  Boyd, J u n e  3, 1892,  i b i d . ,  Box 9 ;  T. A.
F a r i e s  t o  D av id  Boyd,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  1893,  i b i d . ,  Box 5. On t h e  
b a c k  o f  t h e  F a r i e s  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ,  L e ro y  Boyd r e c o r d e d  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  G a lvez  f u r n i t u r e  a f t e r  i t  l e f t  B a to n  Rouge 
f o r  C h i c a g o  and i t s  w h e r e a b o u t s  i n  19 0 7 .  David  and  t h e  man 
t o  whom he owed t h e  $200 w e r e  b o t h  d e a d  by t h e n ,  b u t  t h e  
c r e d i t o r ' s  widow was s t i l l  l i v i n g  and t h e  f u r n i t u r e  was s t i l l  
i n  s t o r a g e  i n  C h i c a g o .  What f i n a l l y  became o f  i t  i s  n o t  
c l e a r .
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a month l a t e r .  "On J u n e  15, 1893 ,  7 : 3 0  o ' c l o c k  A.M. s e s s i o n  
c l o s e d .  By p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Gen. O r d e r s  wl  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  
o f f i c e . "  T h e n ,  i n  a p e n c i l e d  s c r a w l ,  Dav id  a d d e d  " c l o s e d  
f o r e v e r .
The s c h o o l  c l o s e d  i n  J u n e ,  b u t  D av id  was s t i l l  on t h e  
g r o u n d s  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 3 .  At t h e  t i m e  he t h o u g h t  t h e  ow n ers  
p l a n n e d  t o  s e l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  a l o c a l  d o c t o r  f o r  u s e  a s  a 
" s a n i t a r i u m . "  As f o r  h i m s e l f ,  h e  hoped  t o  o p e n  a " s e l e c t  
p r i v a t e  s c h o o l "  i n  F r a n k f o r t ,  L e x i n g t o n ,  o r  L o u i s v i l l e  t h a t  
f a l l .  I n s t e a d  he w en t  t o  Germantown, Ohio ,  a s m a l l  town 
a b o u t  t h i r t y  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  w h e re  he  s p e n t  a y e a r  
o n  t h e  s t a f f  o f  a m i l i t a r y  academ y.  E x a c t l y  w h a t  he  d i d  
t h e r e  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  I n  f a c t ,  Tom Boyd d i d  n o t  know he  had 
b e e n  t h e r e  a t  a l l  u n t i l  a  y e a r  a f t e r  D a v i d ' s  d e a t h .  I n  1900 
Tom s e n t  a n e w s p a p e r  summary o f  D a v i d ' s  c a r e e r  t o  E t t i e  Boyd, 
who i n f o r m e d  h e r  b r o t h e r —i n - l a w  o f  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  o m m iss io n .®
S M orn in g  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  K e n tu c k y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  
F e b r u a r y  1, t o  June  1 5 ,  1893 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  
M a n u s c r i p t  V olum es .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  K en tu ck y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i ­
t u t e  d id  n o t  " c l o s e  f o r e v e r . "  In  1896 C o l o n e l  C. W. F o w le r  
becam e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  moved t h e  s c h o o l  t o  Lyndon,  Ken­
t u c k y ,  t e n  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  L o u i s v i l l e .  I t  was s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  1914. H a m l e t t ,  " H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  K e n t u c k y , "  304.
®David Boyd t o  LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd, A u g u s t  8 ,  1893 ,  in 
Boyd (David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box / ? / ;  E t t i e  Boyd t o  Tom Boyd,
May 4 ,  1900 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 16 .  I n  1896  a f r i e n d  o f  D a v i d ' s  
w r o t e  a l e t t e r  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  f o r  him w h ic h  s t a t e d  t h a t  
D a v id  t a u g h t  L a t i n  and  m a t h e m a t i c s  a t  t h e  "Miami M i l i t a r y
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D a v i d ' s  w h e r e a b o u t s  a f t e r  he  l e f t  Germantown a r e  
somewhat e a s i e r  to  e s t a b l i s h .  E a r l y  in  S e p te m b e r ,  1894 C o l­
o n e l  J .  Sumner R o g e r s , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  M ich ig a n  M i l i ­
t a r y  Academy, c o n t a c t e d  him i n  F r a n k f o r t ,  K e n tu ck y .  David  
had j u s t  j o i n e d  t h e  Academy s t a f f  as  i n s t r u c t o r  o f  L a t i n  and 
E n g l i s h .  In  a d d i t i o n  h e  would s e r v e  as  t h e  s c h o o l ’s " S o u th ­
e r n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e "  o r  r e c r u i t e r  o f  new c a d e t s .  To t h a t  end 
R o g e rs  s e n t  him a num ber  o f  c i r c u l a r s  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  Acad- 
emy, and a l e t t e r  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  which  he c o u l d  u s e  i n  h i s  
s e a r c h  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  c a d e t s .  R o g e r s  h i m s e l f  p l a n n e d  t o  " c a n ­
v a s s "  C h ic a g o  d u r i n g  S e p te m b e r .  D av id ,  he  t h o u g h t ,  m ig h t  
b e t t e r  c o n c e n t r a t e  011 t h e  t e r r i t o r y  encom passed  by C i n c i n ­
n a t i ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  S t .  L o u i s  and I n d i a n a p o l i s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
any so n s  o f  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  c o l l e a g u e s  Dav id  c o u ld  s e c u r e  
would be welcomed c o r d i a l l y .  " T h e i r  so n s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e
same t r e a t m e n t  . . .  a t  t h i s  Academ y,"  R o g e r s  p r o m is e d ,  "a s
7
t h e  so n s  o f  Union s o l d i e r s . "
Academy" i n  Germantown, Ohio .  C o l .  A. W. H y a t t  t o  E. B, 
K r u t t s c h n i t t , Augus t  6 / ? / ,  1S86, i b i d . ,  Box 6. The w r i t e r  
v i s i t e d  Germantown i n  S e p te m b e r ,  1964. The academy b u i l d ­
i n g  was s t i l l  s t a n d i n g ,  b u t  was b e i n g  u se d  t h e n  by r e l i g i o u s  
g r o u p s  f o r  weekend c o n f e r e n c e s .  A l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Montgomery 
C ounty ,  O h io ,  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1966 r e c e i v e d  no r e p l y .
7 j .  Sumner R o g e r s  t o  D av id  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  3, 1894, i n  
Boyd (David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 8.  D av id  may h a v e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  
t h e  M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  Academy o r i g i n a l l y  f rom  G e n e r a l  Sherman 
who d e l i v e r e d  a commencement a d d r e s s  t h e r e  i n  J u n e ,  1879.
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B e s i d e s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  R o g e r s  and D a v id ,  t h e  M ic h ig a n  
M i l i t a r y  Academy s t a f f  i n c l u d e d  ’’f o u r  w e l l - t r a i n e d  m i l i t a r y  
men" and an " a c a d e m ic  s c h o o l "  o f  t e n  i n s t r u c t o r s .  A p r o s p e c ­
t u s  D av id  p u b l i s h e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1S94, d e s c r i b e d  t h e  "acad em ic"  
s t a f f  a s  " g r a d u a t e s "  o f  H a r v a r d ,  Y a le ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r ­
g i n i a  and o t h e r  l e a d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  
was e q u a l l y  i m p r e s s i v e .  L o c a te d  t w e n t y - s i x  m i l e s  n o r t h w e s t  
o f  D e t r o i t  on O r c h a r d  Lake, and  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  " a l l  new b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g s "  w i t h  t h e  " f i n e s t  p l u m b i n g  t h a t  money can b u y , "  
t h e  M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  Academy o c c u p i e d  an " i d e a l "  s i t e .  F u r ­
t h e r m o r e  i t s  " b r o a d ,  l i b e r a l  . . . s p i r i t "  and i t s  " i s o l a ­
t i o n "  would k e e p  i t s  s t u d e n t s  f r e e  of  any " d e m o r a l i z i n g  i n ­
f l u e n c e s  .
However i n v i t i n g  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and p h y s i c a l  e n v i r ­
onment was a t  O r c h a r d  Lake,  Tom Boyd fo u n d  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s
Wm. Sherman t o  Dav id  Boyd, J u n e  15 ,  1879, i n  Boyd-Sherman 
L e t t e r s .
8P r o s p e c t u s  o f  t h e  M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  Academy, O c t o b e r  
1, 1894, i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I Lems, 1 8 9 0 -9 9 ,
Box 19, The i n t e l l e c t u a l  a t m o s p h e r e  may h a v e  been  p u r e  a t  
O rc h a rd  L ak e ,  b u t  i n  June ,  1 8 9 6 ,  one of  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  ajt 
t h e  Academy i n f o r m e d  him of  " e l e v e n  c a s e s  o f  v e n e r a l  / s i c /  
d i s e a s e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  t h i s  y e a r  . . . t h e  m a t t e r  c o n c e a l e d
from p a r e n t s  f o r  f e a r  t h e  boys would be c a l l e d  hom e."  H. E, 
Cook ( s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a t  M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  
Academy) t o  David  Boyd, June 2 7 ,  1896, i b i d . ,  Box / ? / .
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f i n a n c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  C o l o n e l  R o g e rs  d e c i d e d l y  
u n a t t r a c t i v e .  D av id  a c c e p t e d  t h e  j o b  on a c o m m iss io n  b a s i s .  
He was t o  r e c e i v e  t w e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  $450 f e e  o f  
e ac h  s t u d e n t  he r e c r u i t e d .  B u t  he  d i d  n o t  j o i n  t h e  s c h o o l  
u n t i l  S e p t e m b e r ,  1894,  to o  l a t e  t o  s e c u r e  many c a d e t s  t h a t  
s e s s i o n ,  and h i s  v a r i o u s  t r i p s  t h r o u g h  I n d i a n a ,  O h io ,  and 
M i s s o u r i  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i n t e r  p r o v e d  e q u a l l y  u n p r o ­
d u c t i v e .  As a r e s u l t ,  he had t o  bo rrow  h e a v i l y  f rom  h i s  more 
s o l v e n t  b r o t h e r .  At f i r s t  he  d i d  so  w i t h o u t  a s k i n g  Tom's 
p e r m i s s i o n .  He m e r e l y  i s s u e d  a " s i g h t  d r a f t "  on Tom 's  bank  
and n o t i f i e d  him o f  i t  l a t e r .  Not  s u r p r i s i n g l y  Tom o b j e c t e d :
I h a v e  n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  h o n o r  y o u r  d r a f t s ,  and s h a l l  ho no r  
t h i s  o n e  . . . ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  seem t o  me n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  
t h a t  y o u r  f r i e n d s  s h o u l d  a s k  you t o  u s e  some l e s s  d i s a g r e e ­
a b l e  m ethod  o f  c a l l i n g  upon  them f o r  l o a n s .  . . .  I  
s h a l l  c a s h  no more  s i g h t  d r a f t s ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  h a v e  been  
drawn w i t h  my f u l l  know ledge  and c o n s e n t .
Tom hoped  D a v i d ' s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  
Academy would  be p r o f i t a b l e ,  b u t  he a d v i s e d  him t o  r e g i s t e r  
w i t h  a " T e a c h e r ' s  a g e n c y "  t o  f i n d  a s a l a r i e d  p o s i t i o n .  Mean­
w h i l e ,  he would h e l p  David  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y . ^
Tom Boyd t o  Dav id  Boyd, Sep tem ber  5,  1894, i n  Boyd 
(Thomas D) L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 9 3 -9 4 ,  Volume V; David  Boyd t o  Har­
ney S k o l f i e l d ,  May 29 ,  1895, i n  Boyd (Thomas D .)  P a p e r s ,
1895, Box 2 .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  S k o l f i e l d  D av id  c r e d i t e d  h i s  
" o l d  army o v e r c o a t "  w i t h  k e e p i n g  him f r e e  f rom  c o l d  and i l l ­
n e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 8 9 4 - 9 5 .
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L a t e r  Tom seems t o  h a v e  l o s t  p a t i e n c e  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  
When David  t e l e g r a p h e d  f o r  more  c a s h ,  Tom s e n t  i t  " a g a i n s t  
my b e t t e r  j u d g e m e n t . "  I f  he t h o u g h t  D av id  were  u s i n g  t h e  
money on h i m s e l f ,  he would g i v e  him h i s  " l a s t  c e n t . "  But he 
was c e r t a i n  Dav id  was s p e n d i n g  i t  t o  " a d v a n c e "  t h e  s c h o o l .
The M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  Academy m ean t  n o t h i n g  t o  Tom; n e i t h e r  
s h o u l d  i t  t o  David  u n l e s s  i t  p a i d  him "a  l i v i n g "  f o r  h i s  work. 
He u r g e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o  q u i t  " b l d g  up someone e l s e ' s  b u s i ­
n e s s , "  and t o  t h i n k  o f  h i s  own i n t e r e s t s ,  even  i f  he  had t o  
" g e t  o u t  o f  educa t ion ." '* '®
By t h e  end o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  D a v id  was l o o k i n g  f o r  
a n o t h e r  j o b .  But i t  was s t i l l  i n  " e d u c a t i o n "  a nd ,  a s  m a t t e r s  
d e v e l o p e d ,  on t e rm s  e v en  l e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h a n  t h o s e  David  
had a t  O r c h a r d  Lake .  On May 28 ,  1895, C o l o n e l  A. F.  F l e e t  
of  t h e  M i s s o u r i  M i l i t a r y  Academy r e s p o n d e d  t o  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r  
of  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  em p loy m en t .  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  F l e e t  made no 
s e c r e t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he w a n ted  D a v i d ' s  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  
l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  f i g u r e .  He a sk e d  how many c h i l d i ’en  David  had 
and how much s a l a r y  he t h o u g h t  he n e e d e d  " t o  e x i s t . "  The 
M i s s o u r i  M i l i t a r y  Academy had n o t  done w e l l ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,
■*‘®Tom Boyd t o  D avid  Boyd, u n d a te d ,  in  Boyd (Thomas D . )
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1 8 9 4 - 9 5 ,  V I.
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F l e e t  e x p l a i n e d ,  and he had  t o  be  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  " o v e r s t a f f "  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  On Ju n e  30 he o f f e r e d  D a v id  t h e  e n t i r e  
$ 3 5 0 - f e e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  two b o y s  he m ig h t  r e c r u i t ,  a n d  t w e n ty  
p e r  c e n t  o r  $70 o f  t h e  f e e s  f ro m  any  a d d i t i o n a l  c a d e t s  s e ­
c u r e d  f ro m  s t a t e s  o t h e r  t h a n  M i s s o u r i ,  I l l i n o i s ,  T e x a s ,  Kan­
s a s ,  o r  Io w a .  D av id  c o u l d  t e a c h  i f  he w a n te d  t o ,  b u t  d u r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  he  c o u l d  e x p e c t  no  " a d d i t i o n a l  p a y "  f o r  h i s  
w o r k .
D a v id  a c c e p t e d  F l e e t ' s  o f f e r  by t e l e g r a m .  Then  he 
b o r ro w e d  e n o u g h  money from Tom t o  make a b r i e f  v i s i t  t o  h i s  
f a m i l y  i n  A labam a.  In  l a t e  J u l y  he v i s i t e d  t h e  Academy a t  
M ex ico ,  and  by A u g u s t  he  was b a c k  i n  K e n tu c k y  l o o k i n g  f o r  
s t u d e n t s  a r o u n d  L o u i s v i l l e  and F r a n k f o r t .  However,  f e w  p eo ­
p l e  had  e v e r  h e a r d  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  t h a t  f a r  away f rom  M i s s o u r i ,  
and C o l o n e l  F l e e t  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  
sp e n d  any  money on a d v e r t i s i n g .  N e i t h e r  would  he a d v a n c e  Da­
v i d  any  f u n d s  f o r  e x p e n s e s .  H i s  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  D a v id ,  he d e ­
c l a r e d ,  had b e en  made on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  D av id  was well-known 
i n  K e n tu c k y .  As f o r  e x p e n s e  money,  w r o t e  C o l o n e l  F l e e t :  " I f  
I had u n d e r s t o o d  a t  t h e  s t a r t  t h a t  t h e r e  was any u n c e r t a i n t y  
a b o u t  y o u r  h a v i n g  money t o  c a r r y  on a v i g o r o u s  c a m p a ig n ,  I 
can s a y  f r a n k l y  t h a t  t h i s  would  h a v e  en ded  t h e  m a t t e r  . . .  I
h a v e  n o t  t h e  money t o  s p a r e  f o r  i t . " ^
By m i d - S e p t e m b e r ,  a f t e r  t r i p s  t o  C h ic a g o  and L o u i s ­
v i l l e ,  D av id  had  t o  r e p o r t  t o  C o l o n e l  F l e e t  t h a t  he  had  n o t  
s e c u r e d  a s i n g l e  c a d e t  fox* t h e  M i s s o u r i  M i l i t a r y  Academy. 
T h e i r  a g r e e m e n t  c a l l e d  f o r  him t o  s e r v e  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  a y e a r .  
But  i f  F l e e t  t h o u g h t  he  c o u l d  be r e l i e v e d  w i t h o u t  " i n j u s t i c e "  
t o  t h e  s c h o o l ,  D a v id  w an ted  t o  be n o t i f i e d  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  as  
soo n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  C o l o n e l  F l e e t  agx*eed and a week l a t e r  
D av id  resum ed  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  
Academy a t  O r c h a r d  L ake .  He s t a y e d  a r o u n d  L o u i s v i l l e  u n t i l ,  
e a r l y  O c t o b e r .  T hen ,  on t h e  a d v i c e  o f  C o l o n e l  R o g e r s ,  t h e  
M ic h ig a n  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  he  s h i f t e d  h i s  b a s e  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  
C i n c i n n a t i .  From the i -e  he c o u l d  r e c r u i t  boys  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g
towns  and c i t i e s  l i k e  H a m i l t o n  and D a y to n  w h ic h  R o g e rs
12t h o u g h t  much more  p r o m i s i n g  t h a n  L o u i s v i l l e .
I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  p o v e r t y  D av id  seems t o  h a v e  e n j o y e d
1]_A. F .  F l e e t  t o  D a v id  Boyd, May 28, J u n e  30,  J u l y  2,
4 ,  A u g u s t  26,  1895;  J .  A. F l e e t  ( s o n  o f  A. F.  F l e e t )  t o  Dav id  
Boyd, A u g u s t  8 ,  1895,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 12; Tom 
Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, A ug u s t  12,  1895,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D .)  
L e t t e r b o o k s ,  1895 ,  V I I .
i 2 David  Boyd t o  C o l o n e l  A. F.  F l e e t ,  c o p y ,  S e p te m b e r  
14, 1895;  A. F. F l e e t  t o  D a v id  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  16,  1895; H.
E. Cook t o  D av id  Boyd, S e p te m b e r  21 ,  O c t o b e r  7 ,  1895; J .  Sum­
n e r  R o g e r s  t o  D av id  Boyd,  S e p te m b e r  21 ,  1895, i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 12.
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h i s  s t a y  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  d a r i n g  t h e  f a l l  and  w i n t e r  o f  1 8 9 5 -9 6 .  
He d i d  n o t  e n r o l l  m ore  t h a n  s i x  o r  s e v e n  c a d e t s  i n  t h e  Acad­
emy, b u t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t s  he  d i d  fo rm  
a num ber  o f  warm f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  c o n g e n i a l  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
com m uni ty .  In  a d d i t i o n  he  b e g a n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  a r t i c l e s  t o  a t  
l e a s t  two C i n c i n n a t i  n e w s p a p e r s .  B ased  l a r g e l y  on h i s  r e m i ­
n i s c e n c e s  o f  G e n e r a l s  Sherm an ,  J o h n s t o n ,  and  o t h e r  h e r o i c  f i g ­
u r e s  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  w e l l - r e c e i v e d  by r e a d ­
e r s  o f  t h e  Sunday s u p p l e m e n t s  a n d ,  t o  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t ,  t h e y  
au g m en ted  h i s  v e r y  m e a g e r  in c o m e .  One r e a d e r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  " V e n e t i a n  M a r b le  and M o sa ic  A r t  Company" o f  D e t r o i t ,  was 
so  p l e a s e d  w i t h  D a v i d ' s  " s t o r i e s "  i n  t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  I n q u i r e r  
t h a t  h e  o f f e r e d  t o  p u b l i s h  them i n  book f o r m .  The volume 
n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d , b u t  he  and D av id  d i d  become good  f r i e n d s .  
S p e a k in g  g e n e r a l l y  o f  h i s  M ic h ig a n  and O h io  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  i n  
one o f  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  E t t i e  Boyd,  D av id  r e m a r k e d :
The more  I s e e  o f  n o r t h e r n  p e o p l e ,  t h e  b e t t e r  I l i k e  them. 
M o r a l l y ,  t h e y  a r e  a s  good a s  we a r e  S o u t h ;  and i n  t a k i n g  
c a r e  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e y  a r e  f a r  o u r  s u p e r i o r s .  T h e i r  
i n d u s t r y  and economy i n  a l l  c l a s s e s ,  i s  s o m e t h i n g  m a r v e l ­
ous t o  a S o u t h e r n e r . ^
•^ D a v id  Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, J a n u a r y  4 ,  1896 ,  i b i d . , 
S c r a p b o o k ;  H. E. Cook t o  D av id  Boyd, November 29 ,  December 
28,  1 8 9 5 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 12; A. L. B r e s l e r  t o  D av id  Boyd, J a n ­
u a r y  8 ,  1896,  i b i d . ,  Box 16 .  B r e s l e r ,  t h e  V e n e t i a n  M arb le  
and M o sa ic  Company e x e c u t i v e ,  was c o n s i d e r i n g  an o f f e r  from 
Cuba t o  command a b r i g a d e  o f  V e n e z u e l a n  and  C o lum bian
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L a t e  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1896 ,  C o l o n e l  R o g e r s  o f  t h e  M i c h ig a n  
M i l i t a r y  Academy x-eminded D av id  t h a t  a n o t e  f o r  $300  w h i c h  he  
n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  November  w o u ld  be  d ue  i n  F e b r u a r y .  
R o g e r s  (who was D a v i d ' s  c o - s i g n e r ) d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  b a n k  
w o u ld  e x t e n d  t h e  l o a n  u n l e s s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  
o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  w e re  p a i d .  "Can n o t  you a r r a n g e  t o  t a k e  
c a r e  o f  t h i s ? "  he a s k e d .  D av id  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  
p r e s s u r e .  E a r l y  i n  F e b r u a r y  he  l e f t  C i n c i n n a t i  f o r  O r c h a r d  
L ake  t o  p l a c a t e  h i s  b a n k e i ’ and  t o  s p e n d  some t i m e  i n  r e s i ­
d e n c e  a t  t h e  Academy. What he  f o u n d  t h e r e  d i s t u r b e d  him v e r y  
much.  One o f  t h e  c a d e t s  he  had  r e c r u i t e d  was s e r i o u s l y  i l l ,  
and  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  s o n  o f  h i s  b e s t  f r i e n d  i n  C i n c i n n a t i ,  was s o  
d e s p e r a t e l y  un happy  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  was t h i n k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  
o f  r e m o v i n g  him f rom  s c h o o l .  D a v i d  r e p o r t e d  h i s  m i s g i v i n g s  
t o  t h e  f a t h e r ,  Thomas T.  H e a t h ,  s o o n  a f t e r  he  a r r i v e d  a t
v o l u n t e e r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  S p a n i s h  i n  1 8 96 .  I f  he  a c c e p t e d  t h e  
o f f e r  he  w a n t e d  D a v id  t o  j o i n  h im a s  h i s  " c h i e f  o f  s t a f f . "  
Someone i n  t h e  Boyd f a m i l y  f i n a l l y  d i d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
Cuban War a g a i n s t  S p a i n  two y e a r s  l a t e r .  D a v i d ' s  s o n ,  D. F. 
Boyd J r . , was an e n s i g n  a b o a r d  t h e  M aine  when i t  b l e w  up i n  
Havana  h a i ’b o r .  He e s c a p e d  in ju i* y  a n d ,  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 9 ,  i n ­
fo rm e d  " G e n e r a l "  B r e s l e r  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
May. B r e s l e r  had c o n t a c t e d  E n s i g n  Boyd i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  
D a v i d .  By t h a t  t i m e  h e  ( B r e s l e r )  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  "Cuban 
Land and S t e a m s h i p  Company" i n  New York  a n d ,  " s e e i n g  a 
c h a n c e "  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  h i s  o l d  f r i e n d ,  h ad  t r i e d  t o  l o ­
c a t e  him t h r o u g h  h i s  s o n .  A. L.  B r e s l e r  t o  E n s i g n  D a v i d  Boyd 
J r . ,  S e p t e m b e r  1, 1 8 9 9 ,  i b i d . ,  S c r a p b o o k .
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O r c h a r d  L ak e .  B u t  H e a th  was n o t  s u r p r i s e d .  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r  
m e r e l y  c o n f i r m e d  w h a t  he a l r e a d y  knew "by  s p i r i t u a l  i n s t i n c t  
and i n t u i t i o n : "  t h a t  t h e  M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  Academy, "a  n e s t  
o f  d r u n k e n ,  l y i n g ,  t h i e v i n g ,  f a g g i n g ,  h a z i n g  b r u t e s , "  was no 
p l a c e  f o r  an " i n e x p e r i e n c e d  b o y . "  I f  he  c o u l d  t a l k  w i t h  
D av id  f o r  tw e n ty  m i n u t e s ,  he c o u l d  d e c i d e  i m m e d i a t e l y  w ha t  t o  
do a b o u t  h i s  s o n .  H e a t h  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  D av id  t o  s t a y  a t  Or­
c h a r d  L ake  e i t h e r .  " I  w i s h  I c o u l d  h o p e  f o r  p e a c e  t o  y o u , "  
he  w r o t e  D a v id ,  " b u t  I  c a n n o t  . . . f e e l  t h a t  you w i l l  be
v e r y  h a p p y  t h e r e  f o r  e v i d e n t l y  y o u r  ways a r e  n o t  t h e i r  
,, 14ways .
H e a th  was r i g h t .  D av id  was n o t  hap p y  a t  O r c h a r d  Lake 
and  by  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1896,  h e  was b a c k  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  l o o k i n g  
f o r  a j o b .  At one  p o i n t  he  e v e n  c o n s i d e r e d  s e l l i n g  i n s u r ­
a n c e .  The Bay S t a t e  B e n e f i c i a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t o  whom h e  a p ­
p l i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g ,  i n f o r m e d  him i t  w ould  be  " g l a d  t o  
s i g n  h im o n "  a t  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  w h a t e v e r  he s o l d .  But 
D av id  d i d  n o t  p u r s u e  t h e  o f f e r .  M e a n w h i le ,  E t t i e  Boyd was 
a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  h e r  h u sb a n d  a j o b .  She a s k e d  Tom Boyd 
t o  u s e  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  D a v i d ' s  b e h a l f ,  b u t  he  was
• ^ C o l o n e l  J .  Sumner R o g e r s  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J a n u a r y  23 ,  
1896;  A. L. B r e s l e r  t o  Dav id  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  3, 1896;  Thomas 
T. H e a t h  t o  Davie  B oyd,  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  15, 1896 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 12.
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r e l u c t a n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  "As h e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a 
n o n - p a r t i z a n  / s i c /  i n  p o l i t i c s , "  Tom r e p l i e d ,  " i t  w o u ld  b e  
no  e a s y  m a t t e r  t o  g e t  h im  a  good  p o s i t i o n  a t  Y /a sh in g to n  a n d  
I  am p r e t t y  s u r e  he  w o u ld  n o t  a c c e p t  a m in o r  c l e r k s h i p . "
Tom d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  E t t i e .  B u t  he  d i d  n o t  w a n t  
t o  g e t  h i s  b r o t h e r  any  j o b  u n l e s s  h e  w e r e  s u r e  D a v i d  w o u ld  
t a k e  i t  a n d  t h a t  he  c o u l d  h o l d  i t .  " I n  t h i s  m a t t e r , "  Tom ex­
p l a i n e d ,  " I  h a d  s a d  e x p e r i e n c e  . . .  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  
g o i n g  t o  A u b u rn  and  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1 8 8 4 . "  
B e s i d e s ,  o n l y  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r  D a v id  r e f u s e d  a  s c h o o l  p r i n c i -  
p a l s h i p  Tom s e c u r e d  f o r  h im  a t  G r e e n s b u r g ,  L o u i s i a n a .  The 
s a l a r y  was n o t  l a r g e ,  Tom a d m i t t e d ,  b u t  " S u c c e s s  i n  a  s m a l l  
p o s i t i o n  g i v e s  b e t t e r  l e v e r a g e  by w h i c h  t o  r i s e  t o  h i g h e r  
t h i n g s  t h a n  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  o f  f a i l u r e . " ^
By t h e  l a t e  s p r i n g  a n d  e a r l y  summer o f  1S96 ,  D a v i d ' s  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e r e  d e s p e r a t e .  He w r o t e  C o l o n e l  A. F .  F l e e t  
o f  M i s s o u r i  M i l i t a r y  Academy a s k i n g  f o r  any  k i n d  o f  w ork ,  
b u t  F l e e t  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  h im .  A l e t t e r  t o  an 
o l d  f r i e n d  i n  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  a b o u t  a p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e
15 J .  W, S im co ck  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  1896;
D. B. B a r n e s  t o  D av id  Boyd,  A p r i l  1 6 ,  1896, i b i d . , Box 12;  
Tom Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, March 2 6 ,  189 6 ;  Tom Boyd t o  LeRoy 
S t a f f o r d  Boyd,  March 26 ,  1896 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) L e t t e r -  
b o o k s ,  1896 ,  V I I I .  Tom t o l d  LeRoy Boyd e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
t h i n g  h e  t o l d  h i s  m o t h e r .
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U n i v e r s i t y  e l i c i t e d  a  s i m i l a r  a n sw e r .  However,  t h e  f r i e n d ,  
John P a u l e t t ,  who p u b l i s h e d  an h i s t o r i c a l  m a g a z in e ,  t h o u g h t  
David c o u l d  e a r n  s o m e th i n g  i f  he w r o t e  a book o f  r e m i n i s c e n ­
c e s  e n t i t l e d  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  " R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  T h re e  Men: 
Sherman, J o h n s t o n  and S t u a r t . 11 P a u l e t t  m ig h t  ev en  " j o i n "  
David  i n  p u b l i s h i n g  i t .  B u t ,  he w a rn e d ,  "You would have t o  
be c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  s a y  t o o  much in  p r a i s e  o f  Sherman t He may
have  b e en  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  by t h e  S o u t h e r n  p e o p l e ,  b u t  i t  i s
1c e r t a i n  t h a t  he h a s  n o t  b een  f o r g i v e n  by m an y ."
Even b e f o r e  P a u l e t t ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  he w r i t e  a book ,  
David had  been  p r e p a r i n g  num erous  a r t i c l e s  b a s e d  on h i s  w a r ­
t im e  e x p e r i e n c e s  an d  p e r s o n a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  famous men. 
S e v e r a l  o f  them a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1896 i n  n e w s p a p e r s  
and s e r v i c e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  Army and Navy J o u r n a l . 
D a v i d ' s  m o s t  a m b i t i o u s  l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t  i n  1896, how ever ,  was 
t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  he p r e p a r e d  on t h e  boyhood o f  J .  E. B. S t u a r t .  
D e s ig n ed  f o r  t h e  e d i f i c a t i o n  o f  y o u th  and d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  o f  h i s  o l d  f r i e n d s  and s c h o o l m a t e s  i n  V i r g i n i a ,
^®A. L. B r e s l e r  t o  D av id  Boyd, A p r i l  30,  1896;  C o l ­
o n e l  J .  Sumner R o g e r s  t o  D av id  Boyd, May 7 ,  1896, i n  Boyd 
(David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15; D av id  Boyd t o  C o lo n e l  J .  Sumner 
R o g e rs ,  May 8 ,  1S96;  A. F. F l e e t  t o  D av id  Boyd, J u n e  3, 1896; 
John W. P a u l e t t  To Dav id  F. Boyd, June  3, 1896, i b i d . ,
Box 12.
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D a v i d ' s  n a r r a t i v e  t r a c e d  S t u a r t ' s  l i f e  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  he  and 
S t u a r t  f i r s t  m e t  i n  W y t h e v i l l e  i n  1 845 .  T h ey  a t t e n d e d  t h e  
sam e  s c h o o l  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a n d  l a t e r ,  when S t u a r t  w e n t  o f f  
t o  c o l l e g e ,  t h e  two e x c h a n g e d  n u m ero u s  l e t t e r s .  As d e p i c t e d  
b y  D a v id ,  S t u a r t  was  a c a r e f r e e ,  f r o l i c s o m e  boy  who l o v e d  
t o  d a n c e  and  s i n g  " n e g r o  s o n g s "  and M e t h o d i s t  hymns w i t h  
e q u a l  a b a n d o n .  S t u a r t ' s  widow d i d  n o t  c a r e  f o r  D a v i d ' s  p o r ­
t r a i t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d .  When D a v i d  s e n t  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  t o  h e r  
i n  A p r i l ,  1 39 6 ,  s h e  r e t u r n e d  i t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  
r e v i s i o n .  For* o ne  t h i n g ,  s h e  f o u n d  i t  t o o  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and  
t o o  f u l l  o f  d i g r e s s i o n  f o r  i t s  i n t e n d e d  a u d i e n c e .  F o r  a n ­
o t h e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  a n d  a n e c d o t e s  i n  i t  
w h i c h  " g r a t e d "  u po n  h e r  e a r .  She  was a w a r e  o f  G e n e r a l  S t u ­
a r t ' s  " s h o r t c o m i n g s , "  b u t  s h e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  
be  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  a b o o k .  C e r t a i n  p a s s a g e s ,  s h e  t o l d  D a v i d ,  
s h e  c o u l d  " n e v e r  r e a d  t o  h e r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  & h a v e  them  t h i n k  
a b o u t  him / S t u a r t / ' i n  t h e  way s h e  d e s i r e d .  To c a l l  him 
" J i m " ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  was " u n d i g n i f i e d . "  As f o r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
S t u a r t ' s  d a n c i n g  a n d  s i n g i n g  " n e g r o  s o n g s  and  M e t h o d i s t  
h y m n s , "  D a v id  m u s t  b e  m i s t a k e n .  N o t  o n l y  h a d  s h e  n e v e r  known 
him t o  d a n c e ,  b u t  he  was n o t  e v e n  a M e t h o d i s t .  F i n a l l y ,  s h e  
p r o m i s e d  t o  s e n d  D a v i d  a c h i l d r e n ' s  b i o g r a p h y  o f  R o b e r t  E.
L ee  w h ic h  s h e  c o n s i d e r e d  more  " a p p r o p r i a t e "  t h a n  D a v i d ' s
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D a v i d ' s  m a n u s c r i p t  f o r  u s e  i n  th e  s c h o o l s .  D av id  w r o t e  a
g r a c i o u s  r e p l y  t o  M r s . S t u a r t ,  b u t  h e r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t
o n l y  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s " f i n e r ,  h i g h e r  t r a i t s "  s h o u l d  be d e a l t
w i t h  by any  b i o g r a p h e r  seems t o  h a v e  d i s c o u r a g e d  him from
17t r y i n g  t o  p u b l i s h  h i s  m a n u s c r i p t .
F o r  a f l e e t i n g  moment i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer o f  1896, 
D av id  may h a v e  e n t e r t a i n e d  a f a i n t  h o p e  t h a t  he  would  be  r e ­
c a l l e d  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  A 
s e r i c . i s  s t u d e n t  u p r i s i n g  o c c u r r e d  t h e r e  i n  A p r i l  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  a l l e g e d l y  u n d e s e r v e d  p r o m o t i o n  o f  two c a d e t s  t o  o f f i c e r  
r a n k  by P r e s i d e n t  N i c h o l s o n .  Some s e v e n t y  o t h e r  c a d e t s  
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e s i g n  t h e i r  c o m m i s s i o n s  o r  r e f u s e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  u n l e s s  N i c h o l s o n  r e s c i n d e d  t h e  " u n e a r n e d "  p r o ­
m o t i o n s  by a s p e c i f i e d  h o u r .  B u t  N i c h o l s o n  r e f u s e d  t h e  c a ­
d e t s '  demand on t h e  g ro u n d  t h a t  t o  h o n o r  i t  wou ld  be  d e ­
s t r u c t i v e  o f  d i s c i p l i n e .  The c a d e t s  r e s i g n e d ,  N i c h o l s o n  g a v e
i  7
D a v id  Boyd,  MS, " R e v i v i n g  t h e  Rank o f  L i e u t e n a n t  Gen­
e r a l , "  u n d a t e d ,  i b i d . ,  Box 13; Army and Navy J o u r n a l  t o  D av id  
Boyd, A p r i l  30, 1896 ,  i b i d . , Box 12; D a v id  F . Boyd, MS "Gen­
e r a l  W. T. Sherm an:  H i s  L i f e  i n  t h e  S o u th  B e f o r e  t h e  War and  
h i s  R e l a t i o n s  w i t n  P r o m i n e n t  S o u t h e r n  M en ,"  u n d a t e d ;  D av id  
Boyd, MS, "Boyhood o f  JEB S t u a r t , "  u n d a t e d ;  Mrs .  J .  E. B. 
S t u a r t  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  A p r i l  28 ,  1896 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 8 ;  F l o r a  
S t u a r t  (M rs .  J .  E. B. S t u a i ' t )  t o  D av id  Boyd, May 2 3 ,  1896,  
i b i d . ,  Box 16.  D a v i d ' s  was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  h e r  
h u sb a n d  d i s a p p r o v e d  by F l o r a  S t u a r t .  She had  a l r e a d y  r e ­
j e c t e d  one  b e c a u s e  i t  made him a p p e a r  " t o o  f r i v o l o u s . "
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them t i m e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r ,  b u t  when t h i r t y - s e v e n  r e m a in e d  
a d a m a n t ,  he  p r o m p t l y  s u s p e n d e d  them f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s e s ­
s i o n .  The u p s h o t  was a p u b l i c  c o n tx * o v e r s y , a l e g i s l a t i v e  i n ­
v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and  N i c h o l s o n ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e s i g n  t h e  p r e s i d e n ­
cy .  Tom Boyd was u n a n im o u s l y  e l e c t e d  t o  s u c c e e d  him i n  J u n e ,  
b u t  he  r e f u s e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  N e x t ,  t h e  B oard  c h o s e  A r t h u r  T. 
P r e s c o t t ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  L o u i s i a n a  P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e  a t
R u s t o n .  He a l s o  d e c l i n e d .  At t h a t  p o i n t  t h e  B o a rd  a d j o u r n -
13
ed and  l e t t e r s  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  j o b  b e g an  t o  p o u r  i n .
D a v id  d i d  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y ,  
b u t  some o f  h i s  o l d  c a d e t s ,  l i k e  J .  W. P e a r c e  o f  New O r l e a n s ,  
t r i e d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  B o a rd  t o  c o n s i d e r  him a f t e r  Tom 
B o y d ' s  i n i t i a l  r e f u s a l .  O t h e r  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  l i k e  H a rn ey  S k o l ­
f i e l d  and  Dr.  J .  W. D u p r e e ,  t h o u g h t  he was t h e  o n l y  one  who 
c o u l d  " b r i n g  o r d e r  o u t  o f  c h a o s , "  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t h i n g  i n  
D a v i d ' s  f a v o r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  s u r e  w h a t  Tom Boyd would  
d o .  A f t e r  a t e r r i f i c  b a r r a g e  o f  l e t t e r s  and  t e l e g r a m s ,  Tom 
d i d  t a k e  t h e  j o b  when t h e  B oa rd  o f f e r e d  i t  t o  him a s e c o n d  
t i m e .  "Had he  n o t  have  / s i c /  a c c e p t e d , "  Dr .  D u p ree  e x p l a i n e d
IS E x c e r p t  f ro m  an  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  B a to n  Rouge Weekly 
T r u t h ,  A p r i l  11, 1396,  i b i d , P r i n t e d  I t e m s ,  Box 19; J .  W. 
P e a r c e  t o  D a v id  Boyd,  J u n e  2 4 ,  1896 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 4 .
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l a t e r  t o  D a v i d ,  "we w e re  r e a d y  t o  move i n  t h e  m a t t e r  and  I
/ ----------- 7  1 9b e l i e v e  /w e /  would  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d . "  Tom Boyd d i d  n o t  a g r e e .
On A u g u s t  2 ,  1896 ,  he  e x p l a i n e d  t o  D a v id  why he  c h a n g e d  h i s
mind  a b o u t  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  H is
f r i e n d s  c o n v i n c e d  him, h e  t o l d  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  t h a t  i t  was h i s
d u t y  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p o s t ,  t h a t  he  was t h e  o n l y  o n e  who c o u l d
b r i n g  b a ck  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  and a f f e c t i o n  i t  o n c e
i n s p i r e d .  Tom had s p e n t  t h e  two weeks  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e
o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  i n  B a t o n  Kouge. B u t ,  he  e x p l a i n e d :
/ I /  d i d  n o t  h e a r  y o u r  name m e n t i o n e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  of
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  by a n y o n e  b u t  m y s e l f .  I had  m e n t i o n e d  you
i n  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n  b o t h  i n  l e t t e r s  and  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e f o r e
and a f t e r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  was o f f e r e d  t o  me; b u t ,  w h i l e
e v e r y o n e  s p o k e  o f  you i n  t h e  k i n d e s t  t e r m s ,  t h e  o p i n i o n
seemed t o  b e  g e n e r a l  t h a t  an e f f o r t  t o  e l e c t  you would
r e - o p e n  t h e  o l d  wounds . . . and w ou ld  n o t  s u c c e e d .  I f  1
had  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  was any c h a n c e  o f  s e c u r i n g  t h e  p l a c e  f o r
you,  I w ou ld  n o t  f o r  a moment h a v e  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  i d e aono f  a c c e p t i n g  i t .  w 
T h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  t o  d o u b t  t h e  a c c a r a c y  o f  Tom B o y d ' s  e x p l a ­
n a t i o n .  N e i t h e r  i s  t h e r e  any  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  D r .  Du­
p r e e ' s  s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  D av id  c o u l d  h a v e  won t h e  p o s t  i f  Tom 
had  r e m a in e d  a d a m a n t .  What i s  more  l i k e l y  i s  t h a t  t h e  d o c ­
t o r  was t r y i n g  t o  c h e e r  up h i s  l o n g t i m e  f r i e n d ,  t h e n  s e r v i n g
19 J .  W. P e a r c e  t o  D av id  Boyd, J u l y  11, 1896;  D r .  J .  W. 
D u p r e e  r o  D a v id  Boyd, J u l y  18, 1896 ,  i b i d . ,  Box / ? / .
20Tom Boyd to David Boyd, August 2, 1896, in Boyd
(Thomas D.) Letterbooks, 1896, VIII.
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a m i s e r a b l e  e x i l e  f a r  away f rom  f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y  and h i s  f i r s t  
l o v e ,  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .
A month a f t e r  Tom Boyd a c c e p t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  D a v i d ' s  f r i e n d s  c o n t a c t e d  him a g a i n  a b o u t  a p o s i ­
t i o n  t h e y  t h o u g h t  he  c o u l d  s e c u r e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  J .  V. C a l ­
houn had j u s t  become s t a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a ­
t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  a v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s h i p  o f  t h e  B o y ' s  
High S c h o o l  i n  New O r l e a n s .  H arney  S k o l f i e l d ,  t r e a s u r e r  o f  
th e  U n i v e r s i t y  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  was t h e  p r i m e  m over  i n  
t h e  e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  j o b  f o r  D a v id .  He and J o n a t h a n  
J a s t r e m s k i ,  e x - s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  D e a f  and  Dumb Asylum a t  
Ba ton  Kouge, c o n t a c t e d  f o r m e r  G o v e r n o r  S. D. McEnery and  t h e  
c u r r e n t  g o v e r n o r ,  Murphy F o s t e r ,  i n  D a v i d ' s  b e h a l f .  They 
a l s o  a s k e d  a p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n  o f  O r l e a n s  P a r i s h ,  C o l o n e l  Ar­
t h u r  W. H y a t t ,  t o  u s e  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  New O r l e a n s  
S c h o o l  B o a r d .  No " p o l i t i c s ” w e re  i n v o l v e d ,  S k o l f i e l d  a s s u r ­
ed H y a t t .  The "B oard  o f  C o n t r o l "  w a n te d  a " s c h o l a r  and a 
t e a c h e r "  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s h i p  and  D av id  was b o t h .  I n  
S k o l f i e l d ' s  w o rd s :
The d e a r  o l d  man n e e d s  h e l p  / , /  A r t h u r  / , /  and  w i l l  g i v e  
h i s  b e s t  s e r v i c e  t o  y o u r  h i g h  s c h o o l .  He c o u l d  h av e  b e e n  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  s c h o o l  t o d a y  had  he  n o t  t h o u g h t  he was 
r e b u k e d  by t h e  / U n i v e r s i t y /  Board  when t h e y  r e q u e s t e d  him 
to  e n d e a v o r  t o  b e  more  e c o n o m i c a l  i n  h i s  m anagem ent :
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. . , He r e s i g n e d  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  he  was
o v e r s e n s i t i v e .21
F o r  t h e  n e x t  two m o n th s ,  A u g u s t  and S e p t e m b e r ,  1896
E. B. K r u t t s c h n i t t , p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  New O r l e a n s  s c h o o l  
b o a r d ,  was l i t e r a l l y  i n u n d a t e d  w i t h  l e t t e r s  f ro m  D a v i d ' s  
f r i e n d s .  D a v id  h i m s e l f  t o o k  an  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  s o l i c i t i n g  
t h o s e  l e t t e r s ,  a s k i n g  f r i e n d s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  w r i t e  
t h e  New O r l e a n s  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  h i s  b e h a l f .  K r u t t s c h n i t t ,  Da­
v i d  r e m a r k e d  t o  h i s  s o n ,  was p r o b a b l y  g r o w in g  w e a r y  o f  t h e  
number  o f  " t e s t i m o n i a l s "  he  had r e c e i v e d ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  
f l o o d  o f  p e r s o n a l  c a l l s  f r i e n d s  o f  D a v i d ' s  had  p a i d  him a t  
h i s  o f f i c e .  Tom Boyd a g r e e d .  On A u g u s t  30, 1896 ,  he  w r o t e  
h i s  b r o t h e r  t h a t  t h e  j o b  was p r o b a b l y  " s a f e l y "  h i s  u n l e s s  
" t o o  many c o o k s "  w e re  " s p o i l i n g  t h e  s o u p . "22
^ H a r n e y  S k o l f i e l d  t o  C o l .  A. W. H y a t t ,  A u g u s t  7 ,
1896 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  Box 6 .  S k o l f i e l d  may h a v e  
b e e n  wrong  a b o u t  D a v i d ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  k e e p  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  u n t i l  
1896 ,  b u t  he  was c e r t a i n l y  c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
him a s  " o v e r s e n s i t i v e . "
2 2 T h o s . T. H e a th  t o  E. B. K r u t t s c h n i t t ,  A u g u s t  10, 
1896;  C o l .  J .  S t o d a r d  J o h n s t o n  ( f o r m e r  B o a rd  member o f  t h e  
K e n tu c k y  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e )  t o  E. B. K r u t t s c h n i t t ,  A u g u s t  
11,  1896;  P r o f e s s o r  J .  H. L an e ,  (Alabama A g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e )  t o  E. B. K r u t t s c h n i t t ,  A u g u s t  12 ,  1896; 
P r o f e s s o r  W. H. B u t t s  ( M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  Academy) t o  E. B. 
K r u t t s c h n i t t ,  A u g u s t  14,  1896 ,  i b i d ; S. D. McEnery t o  E .B .  
K r u t t s c h n i t t ,  S e p te m b e r  9 , 1896,  i b i d . , Box 15;  D a v id  Boyd 
t o  LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd,  A u g u s t  25 ,  1896,  i n  Boyd (LeRoy S . )  
P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 9 6 - 9 8 ,  Box 1; Thomas Boyd t o  
D av id  Boyd, A u g u s t  30, 1896 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . )  P a p e r s ,
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S c h o o l  B o a rd  P r e s i d e n t  K r u t t s c h n i t t  h i m s e l f  f a v o r e d  
D a v i d ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  v a c a n t  p r i n c i p a l s h i p . B u t  i n  h i s  
o p i n i o n  D av id  c o u l d  n o t  be  e l e c t e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  
F . D. C h r e t i e n  o f  O r l e a n s  P a r i s h ,  C h r e t i e n  was c h a i r m a n  o f  
t h e  C o m m it tee  on High S c h o o l s ,  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
b o a r d .  Normal p r o c e d u r e  c a l l e d  f o r  C h r e t i e n ' s  s u b c o m m i t t e e  
t o  p r e s e n t  i t s  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s h i p  t o  a s e c ­
ond s u b c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  C o m m it tee  on T e a c h e r s ,  f o r  c o n c u r ­
r e n c e .  Then t h e  e n t i r e  B oa rd  would  make t h e  f o r m a l  a p p o i n t ­
m e n t .  I f  C h r e t i e n ' s  c o m m i t t e e  a c t e d  d e c i s i v e l y ,  t h e r e  would  
be no c o n t e s t .  However,  i f  t h e  members c o u l d  n o t  a g r e e ,  t h e  
f u l l  b o a r d  would  h a v e  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  i s s u e .  I n  1896 t h e  s i t ­
u a t i o n  was e s p e c i a l l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .  
As Tom Boyd e x p l a i n e d  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  many o f  D a v i d ' s  p a r ­
t i s a n s  i n  New O r l e a n s  had  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  C i t i z e n ’s  L eague  
movement a g a i n s t  t h e  " m a c h i n e ; "  t h e y  would  h av e  l i t t l e  o r  no 
i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  i n f l u e n t i a l  members  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d .  Be­
s i d e s ,  D a v i d ' s  s t r o n g e s t  o p p o n e n t  was t h e  c u r r e n t  v i c e ­
p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  F r a n k  IV. G r e g o r y .  Many p e o p l e  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  o f  " i n  s e r v i c e "  t e a c h e r s  would  




a p p o i n t e d  t o  s u p e r v i s o r y  p o s i t i o n s .  °
D av id  t h o u g h t  one  o t h e r  f a c t o r  m i g h t  c o s t  him t h e  job .
On S e p te m b e r  4 ,  1896,  he  w r o t e  H arney  S k o l f i e l d  t h a t  t h e
" C a t h o l i c  i n f l u e n c e "  i n  New O r l e a n s  was b e i n g  u s e d  a g a i n s t
h im .  V i c e - p r i n c i p a l  G re g o ry  was a C a t h o l i c ;  so  was S t a t e
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  J .  V. C a lh o u n ,  t h e  f o r m e r
p r i n c i p a l .  C a lh o u n ,  D av id  l e a r n e d  f rom  a New O r l e a n s  f r i e n d ,
was " h e l p i n g  h i s  b r o t h e r  C a t h o l i c . "
I t  i s  b u t  n a t u r a l ,  and p i*oper ,  f o r  C a lh o u n  t o  s t a n d  by h i s  
o l d  c o l l e a g u e  and  f r i e n d ;  b u t  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  be  b e a t e n  
by C a t h o l i c s !  I f  I  am, my w i f e  w i l l  h a v e  a good  l a u g h .
I t  h a s  b e e n  h e r  f e a r  f o r  y e a r s  t h a t  i f  I j o i n e d  a n y  c h u r c h  
i t  wd. b e  t h e  C a t h o l i c . ^4
I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  S k o l f i e l d ,  D av id  m u s t  h a v e  
t h o u g h t  h i s  c a m p a ig n  fox* t h e  p r i n c i p a l s h i p  would u l t i m a t e l y  
p r o v e  s u c c e s s f u l .  At  l e a s t  he  p r e p a r e d  a  s p e e c h  some t im e  
d u r i n g  A u g u s t  o r  S e p te m b e r  d e s i g n e d  f o r  d e l i v e r y  a t  h i s  i n ­
a u g u r a l .  A d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  and  s t u d e n t s  o f  B o y s 1 High 
S c h o o l ,  i t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  some t h i r t y - f i v e  p a g e s  and  s o u g h t  t o  
r e c o n c i l e  any  who m i g h t  h a v e  r e s e n t e d  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  r a t h e r  
t h a n  G r e g o r y ' s  t o  t h e  "much s o u g h t  a f t e r "  p o s i t i o n .  However,
b . K r u t t s c h n i t t  t o  G o v e rn o r  Murphy F o s t e r ,  A u g u s t  
2 8 ,  1896,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 10;  C l i p p i n g  f rom  
New O r l e a n s  T i m e s - D e m o c r a t , S e p tem b er  30 ,  1896,  i b i d . . ,  Box 6; 
Tom Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd,  A u g u s t  30 ,  189S, i n  Boyd (Thomas D ,)  
P a p e r s ,  1896 ,  Box 2 .
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  H arney  S k o l f i e l d ,  S e p te m b e r  4 ,  1896 ,
6 6 6
when t h e  S c h o o l  B oard  f i n a l l y  d i d  a c t ,  i t  c h o s e  G re g o ry ,  n o t  
D a v id .  Cha irm an  C h r e t i e n ' s  C om m it tee  on H igh  S c h o o l s  had 
n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  a g r e e  on a s i n g l e  name t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  
C o m m it tee  on T e a c h e r s .  A m a j o r i t y  f a v o r e d  D a v i d ,  and a m in ­
o r i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h r e t i e n  h i m s e l f ,  s u p p o r t e d  V i c e - p r i n c i p a l  
G r e g o r y .  The two s u b c o m m i t t e e s  c o n f e r r e d ,  b u t  no  d e c i s i o n  
c o u l d  be r e a c h e d .  At t h a t  p o i n t  D a v i d ' s  name was w i t h d r a w n ,  
l e a v i n g  o n l y  G r e g o r y  and  a c o n t e s t a n t  from Waco, T e x a s ,  i n  
t h e  f i e l d .  A few  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  e n t i r e  S c h o o l  B o a rd  e l e c t e d
O k
G r e g o r y  by v o t e  o f  n i n e t e e n  t o  f o u r .
David  was c r u s h e d .  F a i l u r e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  New O r l e a n s  
p o s i t i o n  f o r c e d  him t o  b o r r o w  more money f rom  Tom Boyd.
"You c a n ' t  i m a g i n e , "  he  w r o t e  h i s  b r o t h e r  i n  m i d - O c t o b e r ,
"how i t  m o r t i f i e s  me t o  b e  a b e g g a r  i n  t h i s  w a y . "  I f  p o s s i ­
b l e ,  D av id  w a n te d  Tom t o  g e t  a s t a t e m e n t  f rom  B o a rd  P r e s i d e n t  
K r u t t s c h n i t t  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  w in  t h e  p r i n c i ­
p a l s h i p  was d u e  t o  t h e  B o a r d ' s  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  b r e a k  i t s
i n  Boyd (Thomas D .)  P a p e r s ,  1896,  Box 2.
25D avid  Boyd, A d d r e s s  t o  t h e  F a c u l t y  a n d  S t u d e n t s  o f  
Boys ' High S c h o o l ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 
8:  C l i p p i n g  f r o m  New O r l e a n s  P i c a y u n e , S e p te m b e r  26 ,  1896 ,  
i b i d . ,  Box 1 7 j C l i p p i n g  f r o m  New O r l e a n s  T i m e s - D e m o c r a t , 
S e p t e m b e r  30,  1896 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 6 .
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r u l e  a b o u t  p r o m o t i n g  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r s .  O t h e r w i s e  p e o p l e
i n  Ohio and K e n tu c k y  would  m i s u n d e r s t a n d .
P e o p l e  away f rom  t h e r e  / L o u i s i a n a /  c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  why 
s o  o r d i n a r y  a p o s i t i o n  sh d  be  r e f u s e d  me; n o r  c a n  I b lam e 
them; f o r  i t  d o e s  seem t o  me t h a t  L o u i s i a n a  h a s  b u t  one  
more k i c k  t o  g i v e  me— r e f u s e  me a n i g g e r  s c h o o l  i n  C a t F i s h  
Town / a  b l a c k  s lu m  i n /  B .R .  a n d ,  maybe, f a t e  h a s  t h i s  d i s ­
g r a c e  i n  r e s e r v e  f o r  me.
Then ,  i n  a f i n a l  b u r s t  o f  d e s p a i r ,  he a s k e d  h i s  b r o t h e r  t o
o m i t  h i s  name i n  a n y t h i n g  he p l a n n e d  t o  p u b l i s h  a b o u t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y ’s  h i s t o r y :
Don' t  s p e a k  o f  me. N i c h o l s o n  was p l e a s e d  t o  'd r o p '  me o u t  
o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  /H e  w r o t e /  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  I d o n ' t  r e g r e t  
my work f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  I w i s h  i t  w e l l  and I d e a r l y  
p r i z e  t h e  a f f e c t i o n  t h e  o l d  c a d e t s  h a v e  f o r  me; b u t  I 
d o n ' t  w a n t  my name p u b l i c l y  o r  o f f i c i a l l y  u s e d  i n  c o n n e c ­
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n iv .  I w i s h  t h e  p u b l i c  would  f o r g e t  t h a t  
I  was e v e r  t h e r e  and  I w i s h  X c l d  f o r g e t  i t  t o o  . . .
The l a s t  t h r e e  m o n th s  o f  1896 may w e l l  hav e  b e e n  t h e  
m o s t  m i s e r a b l e  D av id  e v e r  s p e n t .  A f t e r  l o s i n g  the  New O r leans  
j o b  he  c o n s i d e r e d  o p e n i n g  a p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  o r  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  b u t  p o v e r t y  f o r c e d  him t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  i d e a .  Nor 
d i d  a n y t h i n g  come o f  a f r i e n d ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  c o l l a b ­
o r a t e  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a " c l a s s i c a l "  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  
C r e s c e n t  C i t y .  I n s t e a d ,  D av id  eked  o u t  a b a r e  e x i s t e n c e  by 
d e l i v e r i n g  l e c t u r e s  on C i v i l  War them es  t o  any  a u d i e n c e
naDavid Boyd to Tom Boyd, October 11, 1896, in Boyd
(Thomas D.) Papers, 1896, Box 2.
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w i l l i n g  t o  e n g a g e  him. A h a n d b i l l  he  had p r i n t e d  i n  
November ,  1896,  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a s  a s p e a k e r  on 
"Lyceum c i r c u i t s "  and a t  p o s t s  and encam pm ents  o f  t h e  Grand  
Army o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c .  I n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  w e re  i n v i t e d  t o  
c o n t a c t  "D. F.  Boyd, a s o l d i e r  u n d e r  J a c k s o n ,  a t  112 M a lv e rn  
P l a c e ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  O h i o . "  The a d d r e s s  l i s t e d  was a  r o o m in g  
h o u se  w h ic h  D av id  f i r s t  made h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w h i l e  s t i l l  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  M ic h ig a n  M i l i t a r y  Academy i n  1895 .  By 
l a t e  1896 ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  was s o  p o o r  t h a t  he  had t o  a s k  t h e  
l a n d l a d y  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  r e n t .  " I  h a v e  b een  t r y i n g  t o  a r ­
r a n g e  my a f f a i r s , "  he  e x p l a i n e d ,  " s o  t h a t  I  c o u l d  l e a v e  C in ­
c i n n a t i ;  i f  I s h o u l d  f i n d  no o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y .  I f i n d
i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  work  h e r e .  I t h i n k  I m u s t  l e a v e  yoiir  
27
c i t y . "
27 —
D avid  Boyd t o  / ? / ,  l a n d l a d y ,  November 6 ,  1S96, i n  
Boyd ( D a v i d  F. ) P a p e r s ,  Box 14; N e w sp ap e r  a c c o u n t  o f  l e c t u r e  
t o  N e l s o n  B u s i n e s s  C o l l e g e ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  C i n c i n ­
n a t i  n e w s p a p e r ;  N ew spaper  a c c o u n t  o f  l e c t u r e  by D av id  Boyd 
t o  u n i d e n t i f i e d  p o s t  o f  t h e  Grand Army o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c ,  Decem­
b e r  31 ,  1896,  i n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  C i n c i n n a t i  n e w sp a p e r ,  i b i d . , 
S c r a p b o o k ;  D av id  Boyd, N o te s  f o r  l e c t u r e  s e r i e s ,  / U c t o b e r -  
D ecem ber ,  1 8 9 6 / ,  i b i d . ,  Box 12; D av id  Boyd t o  LeRoy S. Boyd, 
November 15, 1896 ,  i n  Boyd (LeRoy S . )  P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  
1 8 9 6 -9 S ,  Box 1; H a n d b i l l  a n n o u n c i n g  L e c t u r e  S e r i e s  by D a v id
F.  Boyd, 1896 ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  B a to n  Rouge M o rn in g  A d v o c a t e , 
J a n u a r y  25 ,  1942.  C i t y  and c o u n t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  f o r  C i n c i n n a t i  
d i d  n o t  l i s t  D a v i d ' s  name i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  However ,  t h e  d i r e c ­
t o r i e s  w ere  n o t  i n d e x e d  by s t r e e t s  u n t i l  1920 .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  
M a lv e rn  P l a c e  was composed o f  f l a t s  and r o o m in g  h o u s e s .  Ac­
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  o f  C i n c i n n a t i  and  H a m i l to n
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By m id -D ec em b er ,  1896,  D a v id  was b i t t e r  a s  w e l l  a s  
p o o r  H is  s o n ,  LeRoy B o y d , w r o t e  t o  a n n o u n ce  t h a t  he  was l e a v ­
i n g  Auburn  w h e re  he had  b e e n  a l i b r a r i a n  a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  l o r  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  y e a r s .  LeRoy w a n te d  t o  " r e a d "  law  and  had 
made a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  do  s o  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a  j u d g e  i n  
C l i n t o n ,  L o u i s i a n a .  D a v id  d i d  n o t  w an t  LeRoy t o  go t o  L o u i s ­
i a n a ,  b u t  " s i n c e  t h e  l i v i n g  i s  n o t  e a s y  a n y w h e r e , "  h e  d i d  n o t  
o r d e r  him n o t  t o  go.  However ,  f o r  D a v i d ' s  s a k e ,  LeRoy was 
t o  a v o i d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  a l l  c o s t s .  He s h o u l d  v i s i t  h i s  
U n c le  Tom and t h e  f a m i l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  t h e  town.
" I  l o v e  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l  . . D a v id  e x p l a i n e d  t o  h i s  s o n ,
" b u t  t h e  B o a rd  . . . d i d  n o t  t r e a t  me r i g h t ,  and  X w i s h  
n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  them ; . . .  I do n o t  w i s h  t o  v i s i t  t h e
O O
s c h o o l ,  and I wd l i k e  my c h i l d r e n  n o t  t o  go t h e r e , " - 60 I r o n ­
i c a l l y .  D av id  h i m s e l f  was on t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  campus o n l y  a 
month  l a t e r .  On J a n u a r y  4 ,  1897,  Tom Boyd w r o t e  t o  h i s  
b r o t h e r ' s  C i n c i n n a t i  r o o m in g  h o u s e ,  n o t  e v e n  s u r e  t h a t  D av id  
w ould  s t i l l  be  t h e r e .  Mr. Edward H. G o o d a le ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
" m o r a l  p h i l o s o p h y "  and c i v i c s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  had s u f f e r e d  
a f a t a l  a c c i d e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  h o l i d a y s .  W hi le
C o u n ty ,  r e s i d e n t s  o f  s u c h  d w e l l i n g s  w ere  e a s i l y  o v e r l o o k e d  
by c o m p i l e r s  o f  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r y .  John  M u l l a n e  t o  G er­
m a in e  M. Reed A ugus t  1 ,  1966.
^ L e R o y  Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd, December 11, 1896,  i n  Boyd
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r i d i n g  h i s  b i c y c l e  i n  downtown B a to n  Rouge,  G oo d a le  c a u g h t  
t h e  f r o n t  w h e e l  i n  a wagon r u t ,  was th ro w n  head  f i r s t  i n t o  
t h e  s t r e e t  and b r o k e  h i s  l e g .  A few d a y s  l a t e r  he  d i e d  f rom  
i n t e r n a l  i n j u r i e s .  Tom w a n ted  D av id  t o  r e p l a c e  P r o f e s s o r  
G o o d a le .  H a rn ey  S k o l f i e l d  had  a l r e a d y  s p o k e n  t o  G o v e rn o r  
F o s t e r  a b o u t  r e c a l l i n g  D av id  and  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  W i l l i a m  
G a r i g  a p p r o v e d  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y .  Dav id  c o u l d  t a k e  o v e r  a l l  o r  
p a r t  o f  G o o d a l e ' s  t e a c h i n g  d u t i e s  and s e r v e  a s  s e c r e t a r y  t o  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  Board  a s  w e l l .  I f  D av id  a g r e e d  he 
c o u l d  s t a r t  a t  o n c e .  Or,  i f  he  c h o s e ,  h e  c o u l d  d e f e r  h i s  r e ­
t u r n  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  s e s s i o n . ^9
D a v id  a c c e p t e d .  He would  s e t t l e  h i s  a f f a i r s  i n  O h io ,  
" r u n  b y "  A uburn ,  A labam a,  t o  v i s i t  h i s  f a m i l y ,  and  a r r i v e  i n  
B a to n  Rouge i n  p l e n t y  o f  t im e  t o  h e l p  Tom a r r a n g e  an  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  c o n f e r e n c e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  on t h e  campus 
so m e t im e  i n  l a t e  J a n u a r y .  B u t  a t e l e g r a m  c h a n g e d  h i s  p l a n s .  
On S a t u r d a y ,  J a n u a r y  16,  1897,  a m e s s a g e  f rom  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  
Mary, a r r i v e d  a t  h i s  C i n c i n n a t i  a d d r e s s  a n n o u n c i n g ,  " L e i g h
(D avid  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15; D av id  Boyd t o  LeRoy Boyd, Decem­
b e r  14 ,  1S96,  i n  Boyd (LeRoy S . )  P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  
1 8 9 6 - 9S, Box 1.
29 Tom Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, J a n u a r y  4 ,  1897,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 15; W i l k e r s o n ,  Thomas D u c k e t t  B o y d , 
8 5 - 8 6 .
/LeR oy  S t a f f o r d  B o y d /  was a c c i d e n t a l l y  s h o t ,  i s  d y i n g ,  come 
i m m e d i a t e l y . "  W ith  money Tom p r o v i d e d  a few  d a y s  e a r l i e r ,  
D a v id  l e f t  f o r  t h e  S o u t h  a t  o n c e .  He w en t  t h r o u g h  A uburn ,  
b u t  d i d  n o t  s t o p  u n t i l  he  r e a c h e d  C l i n t o n ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  w h e re  
E t t i e  Boyd was a l r e a d y  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  g r a v e l y  wounded s o n .  
C o n v in c e d  a f t e r  a few  d a y s '  v i g i l  t h a t  LeRoy would  p r o b a b l y  
s u i ’v i v e ,  D a v id  l e f t  him i n  E t t i e ’s  c a r e  and  p r o c e d e d  t o  B a to n  
Rouge w h e re  Tom Boyd, a b o u t  t o  u n d e r g o  a f r e q u e n t l y  p o s t ­
p on e d  o p e r a t i o n ,  p u t  him i n  c h a r g e  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n v e n t io n .* ^ 0
I n  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  E t t i e  f ro m  B a to n  Rouge on Sun­
d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1897 ,  D av id  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  n o t  v i s i t i n g  
C l i n t o n  t h a t  w eekend .  B u t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n ,  he  had t o  t a k e  o v e r  h i s  a i l i n g  b r o t h e r ' s  o f f i ­
c i a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and  c o n d u c t  t h e  w e e k l y  i n s p e c t i o n  f o r  
him a s  w e l l .  T h i s  r e s t r i c t e d  him a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  cam pus .  However ,  Dav id  i n f o r m e d  h i s  w i f e ,  " I
on
D a v id  Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, u n d a t e d ,  i n  Boyd (D a v id
F . )  P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k ;  Tom Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, J a n u a r y  13, 
1897 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 12; Mary Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, t e l e g r a m ,  un­
d a t e d ;  D av id  Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, J a n u a r y  24 ,  1897,  i n  i b i d . ,  
Box 5;  D av id  Boyd t o  Mary Boyd, J a n u a r y  21 ,  1897,  i n  Boyd 
(LeRoy S . )  P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 9 7 - 9 8 ,  Box 1. D av id  
was i n  B a to n  Rouge when he w r o t e  t o  h i s  d a u g h t e r .  He e x ­
p l a i n e d  t h a t  L e i g h  was "on t h e  mend" and t h a t  Tom n e e d e d  him 
" s o  much t h a t  I came h e r e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  y o u r  M o t h e r ' s  c a l l . "
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a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s  t o d a y  a t  y o u r  ( B a p t i s t )  C h u r c h . "  E t t i e  
was p l e a s e d .  On t h e  e n v e l o p e  o f  D a v i d ' s  l e t t e r  s h e  s c r a w l ­
ed a comment to  one  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  "How l o v e l y  i n  y o u r  Papa 
t o  go t h e  f i r s t  Sunday he  s p e n t  on h i s  r e t u r n  t o  my c h u r c h .
I t  was u n f a s h i o n a b l e ,  p e r h a p s  u n a t t r a c t i v e  o u t w a r d l y ,  b u t  he
31had a r e a s o n  f o r  g o i n g .  E. G. B . "
Tom Boyd d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  u n t i l  F e b r u ­
a r y  6, 1 89 7 .  By t h a t  t im e  t h e  s p r i n g  t e rm  had  a l r e a d y  b e ­
gun,  b u t  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  d i s r u p t e d .  D av id  and t h e  " s e ­
n i o r  p r o f e s s o r , "  J .  W. N i c h o l s o n ,  made t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c l a s s ­
room a s s i g n m e n t s  b a s e d  on Tom's  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Be­
c a u s e  he  had  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  o f f i c e  work p l a n n e d  f o r  h i s  
b r o t h e r ,  Tom s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  D a v id  t e a c h  o n l y  t e n  h o u r s  a 
week. B u t  t h e  i l l n e s s  and  s u b s e q u e n t  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a s t a f f  
member s o o n  i n c r e a s e d  h i s  t e a c h i n g  h o u r s  t o  t h i r t e e n .  N e v e r -  
t h e  l e s s ,  D a v id  t h r e w  h i m s e l f  t o t a l l y  i n t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f  work 
o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  For  o ne  t h i n g  he p r e p a r e d  a l o n g  
memorandum f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r  composed  o f  w ha t  he  c o n s i d e r e d  
s e r i o u s  s h o r t c o m i n g s  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  o p e r a t i o n s .  The 
f a c u l t y ,  D a v id  t h o u g h t ,  was " t o o  c a s u a l "  a b o u t  k e e p i n g
^ D a v i d  Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1897,  i n  Boyd 
(David  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5. The n o t e  on t h e  e n v e l o p e  was 
p r o b a b l y  t o  LeRoy S t a f f o r d  Boyd who l a t e r  became t h e  f a m i l y  
g e n e o l o g i s t  and a r c h i v i s t .
r e c o r d s .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  i n  i n k ,  n o t  p e n c i l .  The same 
c r i t i c i s m  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s u b m i t ­
t e d  b y  p r o f e s s o r s  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f i c e .  N e x t ,  p r o f e s ­
s o r s  s h o u l d  r e p o r t  a l l  " v i o l a t i o n s "  o f  t h e  r u l e s  b y  c a d e t s ,  
w h e r e v e r  t h e y  o c c u r r e d .  T h i r d ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  no  s m o k i n g  
t o l e r a t e d ,  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  o r  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b a r r a c k s .  F o u r t h ,  
a l l  p r o f e s s o r s  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  c h a p e l  a n d  t o  
a r r i v e  on  t i m e .  As f o r  t h e  c o m m a n d a n t ,  h i s  o f f i c e  n e e d e d  a 
t h o r o u g h  c l e a n i n g .  The " f o o t b a l l "  c l o t h e s  w e r e  m e r e l y  " p i l e d  
i n  t h e  c o r n e r . "  W i th  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  warm w e a t h e r ,  D a v i d  r e ­
m a r k e d ,  " s u c h  f i l t h  m i g h t  g e n e r a t e  d i s e a s e . "  O t h e r  s e r i o u s  
c r i t i c i s m s  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  d i n i n g  room a n d  t h e  f o o d .  The room 
s h o u l d  b e  p a i n t e d  i n  " l i g h t  c o l o r s "  a n d  i t s  f l o o r s  s c r u b b e d  
t h r e e  t i m e s  a  w e e k ;  t h e  f o o d  was p o o r l y  c o o k e d  a n d  " r a t h e r  
s c a n t y , ” p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  s u p p e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c a d e t s  
n e e d e d  a  "go o d  t a l k "  f r o m  Tom a b o u t  t h e i r  u n k e m p t ,  u n t i d y  
a p p e a r a n c e  and  t h e i r  " s l o p p y  d r i l l . "  T h ey  o f t e n  r e p o r t e d  t o  
m e a l s  w i t h  h a i r  uncombed a n d  t o o  l o n g ,  an d  t h e i r  h a n d s  u n ­
w a s h e d .  D a v id  t h o u g h t  m o s t  o f  t h e  f a u l t  l a y  w i t h  L i e u t e n a n t  
C. C. G a l l u p ,  t h e  a s s i g n e d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f f i c e r ,  w h o se  " d i s ­
i n t e r e s t "  i n  h i s  j o b  p r o b a b l y  a r o s e  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
a rm y ,  n o t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  p a i d  h i s  s a l a r y .  F i n a l l y ,  D a v i d
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commented on t h e  s c h o l a r l y  a t t a i n m e n t s  o f  t h e  c o r p s  o f  
c a d e t s .  He was n o t  i m p r e s s e d .  " I n  p a s s i n g  c a s u a l l y  among 
them , and  t a l k i n g  w i t h  them t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  o f  g e n e r a l  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  a p p e a r s  l o w . "  The "whole  p l a c e , "  Dav id  t h o u g h t ,  
seemed t o  s u f f e r  f rom  a  "want o f  i n t e r e s t "  on t h e  p a r t  o f  
t h o s e  " e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r k . "  What, he  w o n d e re d ,  was 
t h e  s c h o o l  l i k e  f i v e  m onths  e a r l i e r ,  b e f o r e  Tom r e p l a c e d  
N i c h o l s o n ?  "You k n o w ,"  he c o n c l u d e d ,  " I  s h d  be e x c u s e d  a t  
f e e l i n g  s a d  and  d e p r e s s e d  a t  s u c h  a d e p l o r a b l e  s t a t e  o f  
t h i n g s .  I b e l i e v e  you c a n  r e c t i f y  m a t t e r s  h e r e ;  a n d  I b e ­
l i e v e  t o o  you w i l l .  But  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  you c an  do i t  w i th -
32o u t  a  s w e e p in g  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n . "
Tom d i d  n o t  r e c o r d  w h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  
" i m p r e s s i o n s . "  However,  h e  m us t  have  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  rem arks  
a b o u t  c a d e t  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  u n s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  w o r t h w h i l e  
b e c a u s e  D a v id  s p e n t  much o f  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1897 s e e i n g  t h a t  
c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  " r e c t i f i e d . "  I n  A p r i l ,  t h e  s c h o o l  new s­
p a p e r ,  t h e  R e v i l l e , commented on D a v i d ’s  p r o g r e s s ;
P e r s o n s  i n  B a to n  Rouge and  v i c i n i t y  i n  n e ed  o f  ' s c r u b -  
o u t s '  c a n  a p p l y  t o  C o l .  D. F .  Boyd.  The ' o l d  c o l o n e l '  i s
3 2 D a v id  Boyd, Memorandum Book f o r  T h o s .  Boyd, P r e s . ,  
F e b r u a r y  18,  1897, i b i d . ,  M a n u s c r ip t  v o lu m e s ,  Box 22;  Tom 
Boyd t o  D a v id  Boyd,  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1897, i b i d . . Box 7; Dav id  
Boyd t o  Tom Boyd, F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1897 ,  i n  Boyd (Thomas D . ) 
P a p e r s ,  1897,  Box 3.
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h a v i n g  h i s  'Ku Klux K l a n '  s c r u b  o f f  t h e i r  d e m e r i t s .  H is  
c l a s s r o o m  f l o o r  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g l i s t e n  l i k e  a s h i p ' s
d e c k .  Down on h i s  k n e e s  ' h o l y  s t o n i n g '  a f l o o r ,  i s
a b o u t  as  n e a r  t o  h e a v e n  a s  a 'Ku K l u x '  w i l l  e v e r  g e t . 33
The "Ku Klux K l a n "  was a r e c e n t l y  fo rm ed  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
" l e s s  s e r i o u s "  c a d e t s  who i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  be  
c o n f u s e d  w i t h  a n  o l d e r  g r o u p  o f  t h e  same name w h ic h  t e r r o r ­
i z e d  c a r p e t b a g g e r s  and " p o l i t i c a l  n i g g e r s . "  D e s c r i b i n g  them­
s e l v e s  as  " i n n o c e n t  f e l l o w s ,  i f  a l i t t l e  w i l d , "  t h e  Ku Klux 
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  " s p e c i a l  p e t s "  o f  D a v id ,  whom 
t h e y  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  l a b e l e d  " t h e  Old C o l o n e l . "  They g r o a n ­
ed  a b o u t  t h e  d e m e r i t s  D a v id  a s s i g n e d  d u r i n g  Sunday m o r n in g
i n s p e c t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y  i n v i t e d  him t o  t h e i r  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s ,
a t  l e a s t  t h o s e  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  on t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  cam pus .
I n  May, 1897,  t h e y  r e p r o v e d  him m i l d l y  i n  t h e  co lu m n s  o f  t h e  
R e v i l l e  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  a t t e n d  an " e n t e r t a i n m e n t "  a t  t h e  P a -  
v i l l i o n .  " I f  i t  had  b e en  a ' s t a g '  German o r  s o m e t h i n g  w h e re  
t h e  b o y s  d i d n ' t  w a n t  h i m , "  t h e  Ku Klux  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  r e ­
m a r k e d ,  "he w ould  have  b e e n  on h a n d ,  s u r e .  He i s  n e v e r  on
hand  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e .  The boys  m i s s e d  him b e c a u s e  he  was
34n o t  t h e r e  t o  c h a s e  them a r o u n d . "
I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  e x c e l l e n t  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  c a d e t s
3 3 The R e v i l l e , A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 8 9 7 .
3 4 I b i d . , May 1,  June 1 2 ,  18 9 7 .
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and  a few o l d  f r i e n d s  l i k e  Dr. D u p r e e  and H a rn e y  S k o l f i e l d ,  
D av id  was h e a r t i l y  s o r r y  he  had r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
By March,  1 8 9 7 ,  h e  had  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  v a c a n t  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A lab am a ,  and n i n e  m onths  l a t e r  he s o u g h t  
t h e  same p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  T exas  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and  M e c h a n i c a l  
c o l l e g e .  I n  n e i t h e r  c a s e  d i d  h e  e x p e c t  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a ­
t i o n .  But  h i s  l i f e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  was s o  m i s e r a b l e ,  he
w r o t e  h i s  s o n ,  t h a t  he  h ad  t o  g e t  away, p e r h a p s  t o  K e n tu c k y
o r  O h io .
To s t a y  i n  La .  e v e n  i f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e r e  n o t  a s o r t  o f
h e l l  on e a r t h  would  n o t  be w i s e  o r  p r u d e n t ;  t o  work  a t  my
age  / s i x i y - t h r e e 7  a b o u t  10 t o  18 h o u r s  e v e r y  day  7 d a y s  a 
week i n  t h i s  c l i m a t e ,  w i t h  no r e c r e a t i o n  o r  c h a n g e ,  
a lw a y s  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  o r  c l a s s r o o m ,  i s  s i m p l y  d e a t h  and  
t h a t  v e r y  s o o n . . . . But  a b o u t  a l l  t h i s ,  p l e a s e  s a y
n o t h i n g .
LeRoy Boyd d i d  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  a b o u t  l e a v i n g  
L o u i s i a n a  f o r  K e n tu c k y  o r  O hio .  D a v i d ' s  j o b  a t  B a to n  Rouge 
p r o v i d e d  a "g oo d  l i v i n g , "  and t h e  f a m i l y  c e r t a i n l y  n e e d e d  t h e  
money.  How E t t i e  Boyd and  t h e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  s t i l l  l i v i n g  
a t  home " c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u b s i s t , "  LeRoy r e m a r k e d ,  was a  mys­
t e r y .  He c o u l d  n o t  a s s i s t  h i s  m o t h e r  j u s t  t h e n ,  and he  would
3® E t t i e  Boyd t o  LeRoy S. Boyd,  March 2 7 ,  1897;  D av id  
Boyd t o  LeRoy S. Boyd, A p r i l  20 ,  1897 ,  i n  Boyd (LeRoy S . )  
P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  p a p e r s ,  1 8 9 6 -9 8 ,  Box 1; P r o f e s s o r  C. W. 
H u t s o n  t o  D a v id  Boyd, J a n u a r y  8 ,  1898 ,  i n  Boyd (D av id  F . )  
P a p e r s ,  Box 5.
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n o t  be a b l e  t o  when he  l e f t  C l i n t o n  f o r  T u la n e  Law S c h o o l  
u n l e s s  he  s e c u r e d  a g o v e rn m e n t  j o b .  M e a n w h i le ,  he  hoped  
w ha t  he  had  s a i d  d i d  n o t  o f f e n d  h i s  f a t h e r .  But  c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  f a m i l y ' s  " p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n "  he  f e l t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  
s p e a k  o u t .
D av id  d i d  n o t  r e s i g n  h i s  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  i n  1 S 9 7 , b u t  he 
d i d  go t o  Ohio  t h a t  summer t o  l e c t u r e  a t  t h e  Miami V a l l e y  
C h a u ta u q u a  on " G e n e r a l  Yf. T. Sherman:  H is  l i f e  i n  t h e  S o u th
B e f o r e  t h e  W a r . "  Then he  v i s i t e d  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  l a t e  A u g u s t ,  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  on S e p te m b e r  1, j u s t  i n  t i m e  f o r  
a y e l l o w  f e v e r  e p i d e m i c .  E t t i e  Boyd t h o u g h t  D av id  "seem ed  
t i r e d "  when he  was i n  A labam a.  They d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  
s i t u a t i o n  f u l l y ,  s h e  t o l d  LeRoy Boyd, a g r e e i n g  t h a t  i t  was 
b e s t  f o r  h e r  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  s t a y  i n  A ub u rn .  D a v i d ,  
how ev er ,  had s p e n t  s u c h  a " w r e t c h e d "  y e a r  a t  B a to n  Rouge 
t h a t  he s t i l l  i n t e n d e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i f  c o n d i t i o n s
36LeRoy S. Boyd t o  D av id  Boyd, J u l y  13 ,  1897 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 10.  I n  1897,  D av id  F r e n c h  Bcyd J r . ,  
o r  Rex, had j u s t  g r a d u a t e d  f rom  A n n a p o l i s  and b e en  a s s i g n e d  
t o  a t w o - y e a r  c r u i s e  on t h e  U. S. S. M a i n e . J a c k  Boyd, t h e  
e l d e s t  s o n ,  was w o r k in g  somewhere  i n  T e x a s .  Mary Boyd was 
c o m p l e t i n g  a  b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  a t  Auburn  and  t h e  two young­
e s t  c h i l d r e n ,  Guy and J e s s e ,  w e re  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s  a t  t h e  
same s c h o o l .  E t t i e  was s t i l l  g i v i n g  m u s i c  l e s s o n s  and  D av id  
s e n t  home w h a t e v e r  he c o u l d  a f t e r  p a y i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t o  a l l  
o f  h i s  num erous  c r e d i t o r s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .
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37d i d  n o t  im p r o v e .
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e p i d e m i c ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  1897-98  
s e s s i o n  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  u n t i l  December 1. But  D av id  was n o t  
i d l e .  He s p e n t  t h e  e n f o r c e d  h o l i d a y  h a v i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  r e ­
n o v a t e d  and  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h o r o u g h l y  c l e a n e d .  L a t e r ,  when t h e  
army r e c a l l e d  t h e  commandant t o  a c t i v e  d u t y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
i m p e n d in g  w a r ,  D av id  i n h e r i t e d  many o f  h i s  d u t i e s .  Tom a n ­
n o u n c e d  D a v i d ' s  added  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  a g e n e r a l  o r d e r  
i s s u e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1898 .  B e s i d e s  s u p e r v i s i n g  b u i l d i n g s  
and g r o u n d s ,  D av id  would  c o n d u c t  " s p e c i a l "  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  mess  h a l l  and t h e  m e a l s ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and t h e  s i c k  and 
t h e  " s a n i t a r y "  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  He would  a l s o  
make r e g u l a r  d a i l y  and w e e k l y  i n s p e c t i o n s  and r e p o r t  t h e  r e ­
s u l t s  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  B u t  more work  d i d  n o t  c u r e  D a v i d ' s  
d e p r e s s i o n .  " I t  was t h e  g r e a t  b l u n d e r  o f  my l i f e  t h a t  I e v e r  
came down h e r e , "  he  w r o t e  h i s  son  i n  J a n u a r y ,  18 9 8 .  "The 
c l i m a t e  makes a g a i n s t  h a r d  m e n t a l  w ork ;  and t h e n  we a r e  a 
m o n g r e l  s e t — no u n i t y — o f  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n  o r  a n y t h i n g — e x ­
c e p t  i n  d o i n g  n o t h i n g . "  Even an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  d e l i v e r  a l e c ­
t u r e  i n  New O r l e a n s  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  l i f t  D a v i d ’s  s p i r i t s .  " I  
d o n ' t  w i s h  e v e r  t o  s e e  t h e  p l a c e  a g a i n , "  he d e c l a r e d  o f  t h e
^7 E t t i e  Boyd t o  LeRoy S. Boyd,  S eptem ber  2 ,  1 8 9 7 ,  i n
Boyd (LeRoy S . )  P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 9 6 - 9 8 ,  Box 1.
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C r e s c e n t  C i t y ,  "And I  would  n o t  l i k e  i lex,  o r  you ,  o r  any  o f  
iny p e o p l e  t o  v i s i t  h e r e — B. R. No; a l l  o f  you k e e p  away; 
and  I w an t  t o  g e t  away— and s t a y  away, a s  s o o n  a s  I c a n ,  
h a v e  had e n o u g h  o f  L a ;
The S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n  War d i v e r t e d  D a v i d ' s  a t t e n t i o n  
somewhat  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer o f  1898 ,  n o t  o n l y  b e ­
c a u s e  h i s  s o n ,  D av id  F r e n c h ,  J r . ,  o r  Rex, was an e n s i g n  a -  
b o a r d  t h e  M a in e ,  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  he  t h o u g h t  t h e  " s p l e n d i d  
l i t t l e  w a r "  m ig h t  b e  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  n e e d e d  t o  d i s ­
p e l  any  d i s c o r d  l e f t  o v e r  from t h e  C i v i l  War. When he  
l e a r n e d  t h a t  Alabama C ongressm an  J o s e p h  W h e e le r ,  o n c e  a 
C o n f e d e r a t e  G e n e r a l ,  p l a n n e d  t o  f o r m  a v o l u n t e e r  b r i g a d e ,  
D av id  i m m e d i a t e l y  o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s .  L a t e r  he  p r o p o s e d  
t o  W h ee le r  t h a t  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  e n l i s t m e n t  o f  
N eg ro  t r o o p s .  The c o n g re s s m a n  r e s p o n d e d  g r a c i o u s l y  t o  
D a v i d ' s  " p a t r i o t i c  o f f e r "  o f  s e r v i c e .  But h i s  o t h e r  s u g g e s ­
t i o n ,  W h ee le r  t h o u g h t ,  would  c r e a t e  more bad  f e e l i n g  t h a n  
good w i l l  b e tw e e n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  and  t h e  r a c e s .  D av id  m u s t  
h a v e  p e r s i s t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  W h e e le r  was s t i l l
3£>David Boyd t o  LeRoy S. Boyd,  J a n u a r y  17, 189S, 
i b i d . ;  Thomas D. Boyd, B u l l e t i n  t o  L o u i s i a n i a n s ,  November l ,  
1899;  Thomas D. Boyd. C i r c u l a r ,  November 24 ,  1897 ,  i n  Boyd 
(D a v id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  P r i n t e d  I t e m s  1 8 9 0 -9 9 ,  Box 19;  D r a f t  o f  
G e n e r a l  O r d e r s  t o  c a d e t s ,  u n d a t e d ,  i b i d . ,  S c r a p b o o k .
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c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  him on t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  May, 1 8 9 8 .  By t h a t
t i m e  h e  had  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  i d e a  t o  C o n g r e s s m a n  S. M.
R o b e r t s o n  o f  B a t o n  R ouge .  R o b e r t s o n  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r
w i t h  G e n e r a l  W h e e l e r  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a n d  t h e y  a g r e e d ,  he  w r o t e
D a v i d ,  " t h a t  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  s h o u l d
be c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  C a u c a s i a n  r a c e . "  I n  h i s
o p i n i o n ,  D a v id  w o u ld  be  w e l l - a d v i s e d  n o t  t o  " a g i t a t e "  s u c h
39an " u n p o p u l a r  q u e s t i o n . "
By t h e  t i m e  s c h o o l  o p e n e d  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 S 9 8 ,  t h e  w a r  
was o v e r  and  D a v i d ,  a f t e r  a b r i e f  v i s i t  t o  A u b u rn  d u r i n g  
S e p t e m b e r ,  was b u s i l y  s u p e r v i s i n g  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  g r o u n d s ,  
m a k i n g  i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  p l a n t  and  e q u i p m e n t  and  s e e i n g  t o  i t  
t h a t  e v e r y  c a d e t  o b s e r v e d  h i s  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  o f  n e a t n e s s  a l l  
o v e r  t h e  c a m p u s .  He t o o k  h i s  d u t i e s  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  a s  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  e x c e r p t  f ro m  a J a n u a r y ,  1 8 9 9 ,  i s s u e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  
n e w s p a p e r  i n d i c a t e s :  " P r o f e s s o r — 'W h a t  p a r a s i t e  i s  i t  t h a t  
t a k e s  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  and  d e s t r o y s  y o u r  b o o k s  when t h e y  a r e  
l e f t  l y i n g  a r o u n d ? '  S t u d e n t - - ' The O l d  C o l o n e l ! ' " ^ 0
39 C o n g r e s s m a n  J o s e p h  W h e e le r  t o  D a v i d  B oy d ,  M arch  1 4 ,  
A p r i l  2 6 ,  30 ,  May 3 ,  1898;  S .  M. R o b e r t s o n  t o  D a v i d  Boyd,
A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 8 9 8 ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v i d  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 5 .
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S e v i l l e , J a n u a r y  4 ,  _1899j^ I n v e n t o r y  o f  P r o p e r ­
t y ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  / 1 8 9 8 / ,  i n  Boyd ( D a v i d  F . )  
P a p e r s ,  S e l e c t e d  P a p e r s ,  1 8 9 8 ,  Box 2 ;  L i s t  o f  C a d e t s  a t  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  1 8 8 9 - 9 7 ,  F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1898 ,  i b i d . ,  Box 15 ;  D a v id
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C l e a r l y ,  much o f  D a v i d ’s  work  was s e l f - i m p o s e d ,  and  
w h i l e  t h e  c a d e t s  may h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  c o n s t a n t  h a r a s s ­
ment  an  a m us in g  i d i o s y n c r a s y  o r  a  q u i r k  o f  o l d  a g e ,  e m p lo y ­
e e s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o b a b l y  w i s h e d  he  w ere  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  
c o n s c i e n t i o u s .  By e a r l y  May, 1899,  e v e n  he  r e a l i z e d  he
c o u l d  n o t  k e e p  up  t h e  p a c e .  I n  t h e  l a s t  l e t t e r  he  e v e r  s e n t
h i s  s o n ,  LeRoy Boyd, he  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  n o t  w r i t i n g  e a r l i e r .  
B u t  h i s  u s u a l  work week,  he  e x p l a i n e d ,  i n c l u d e d  t w e n t y - f o u r  
h o u r s  i n s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  t h i r t y  h o u r s  
o u t s i d e  i n  " e x t r a ” work f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
I n d e e d ,  I  h a v e  no r e s t  h e r e ;  and  some o f  t h i s  e x t r a  
work  i s  s o  m onotonous  & w e a r i n g - - s u c h  a s  / b e i n g /  p r e s e n t  
d u r i n g  e v e r y  c a d e t  m ea l  a n d  s u r g e o n ' s  c a l l ,  w i t h  l o o k i n g  
t o  t h e  c a r e  and  c l e a n i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  I  w i l l  n o t  
be h e r e  n e x t  y e a r .  Nor h a v e  I  y e t  o t h e r  work  e l s e w h e r e . 
But  I  hope I  c a n  f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  so m e w h ere .
As t h e  t e r m  drew t o  a  c l o s e ,  D av id  was p r a c t i c a l l y
e x h a u s t e d .  He w r o t e  h i s  w i f e  on F r i d a y  m o r n in g ,  May 26:
I f e a r  I  am b r e a k i n g  down. I am n o t  s i c k ,  b u t  s o  weak,  
and  a t  t i m e s  f a i n t ,  w i t h  some d i z z i n e s s .  I  h a v e  s i m p l y  
w orked  t o o  h a r d - - e s p e c i a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o o  much t o  t h e  s u n
s i n c e  I came b a ck  t o  L a .................... Y es ,  I  am g l a d  my
t im e  i s  s o  s h o r t  i n  La.  I c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b y  go t h r o u g h
a n o t h e r  y e a r  h e r e . ^
Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, cop y ,  May 2 6 ,  1899,  i b i d . ,  S c r a p b o o k .
41 D av id  Boyd t o  LeRoy S. Boyd, May 5 ,  1899,  i n  Boyd 
(D av id  F . ) P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k .
42 D a v id  Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd,  c o p y ,  May 2 6 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  i b i d . ,
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David  m a i l e d  h i s  l e t t e r ,  t h e n  l a y  down i n  h i s  o f f i c e  a b o u t  
one  o ' c l o c k  t o  t a k e  a n a p .  No one d i s t u r b e d  him u n t i l  f i v e  
P.M. when D r .  J'. W. D u p re e ,  a f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r ,  fo u n d  him i n  
a c o m a to se  s t a t e  and o r d e r e d  him moved t o  Tom B o y d 's  r e s i ­
d e n c e .  Tom i m m e d ia t e l y  t e l e g r a p h e d  E t t i e  Boyd i n  Auburn ,  
LeRoy i n  New O r l e a n s ,  and D a v i d ' s  o l d e s t  s o n  J a c k ,  t h e n  i n  
C h e n e y v i l l e ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  B u t  o n l y  LeRoy managed t o  r e a c h  
B a ton  Rouge b e f o r e  h i s  f a t h e r  d i e d  on S a t u r d a y  n i g h t .  J a c k  
a r r i v e d  e a r l y  Sunday m o rn in g  and E t t i e ,  w i t h  h e r  son  Rex 
( t h e n  home on l e a v e ) ,  d i d  n o t  g e t  t h e r e  u n t i l  Sunday n i g h t .  
T h e i r  t r a i n  had b ro k e n  down i n  Alabama c a u s i n g  them t o  m i s s  
c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  New O r l e a n s  where  Rex l e a r n e d  o f  D a v i d ' s  
d e a t h  from a l o c a l  p a p e r .
Dr.  D u pree  a t t r i b u t e d  h i s  f r i e n d ' s  d e a t h  t o  a p o p l e x y .  
Fo r  d ay s  b e f o r e  he was s t r i c k e n ,  D av id  had b e en  w o rk in g  v e r y  
h a r d  u n d e r  a h o t  su n  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  c a d e t s  f o r  a d r e s s  p a ­
r a d e  and d r i l l  a t  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  F a i r  i n  New O r l e a n s .  A lm ost  
t h e  e n t i r e  c o l l e g e  community ,  a s  w e l l  a s  many B a ton  Rouge 
c i t i z e n s ,  accom pan ied  t h e  c o r p s  t o  t h e  C r e s c e n t  C i t y  on a 
s p e c i a l  t r a i n .  But  David  s t a y e d  b e h i n d ,  " t o  lo o k  a l t e r  
what  was l e f t . "  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  r e g u l a r  c h o r e s ,  t h a t  i n ­
c lu d e d  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  R e v i l l e . 
A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  s e v e r a l  t r i p s  b ack  and f o r t h  t o  t h e  p r i n t e r ,
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u n d e r  a h o t  s u n ,  p r o v e d  t o o  much f o r  him. On T h u r s d a y ,  May 
25 ,  he  was s o  e x h a u s t e d  t h a t  he  had  t o  l i e  down m o s t  o f  t h e  
d a y .  The n e x t  a f t e r n o o n  h e  was s t r i c k e n  and  n e v e r  r e g a i n e d  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s . °
A f t e r  one  o f  t h e  l o n g e s t  f u n e r a l  p r o c e s s i o n s  e v e r  w i t ­
n e s s e d  i n  B a to n  l louge,  D av id  was b u r i e d  i n  M a g n o l i a  C e m e te ry  
w i t h  " i m p r e s s i v e  c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  h o n o r s "  on Monday,
May 2 9 ,  1899.  T hose  who c o u ld  n o t  a t t e n d  s e n t  l e t t e r s  o r  
t e l e g r a m s  o f  c o n d o l e n c e  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  f rom  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  One m e s s a g e ,  f ro m  a t t o r n e y  Leven L, Hooe o f  A le x ­
a n d r i a ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  was t y p i c a l .  " E v e ry  b o y ,  who c l a i m s  t h e  
L. S. U. a s  h i s  ' a lm a  m a t e r ' , "  he  w r o t e ,  " h a s  l o s t  a t r u e  
f r i e n d ,  f o r  t h e  C o l o n e l  l o v e d  us  a l l  a s  h i s  own c h i l d r e n . "  
Hooe c h o s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  even  t h o s e  who o n c e  o p p o s e d  
D a v i d ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  had come t o  a p p r e ­
c i a t e  h i s  u n s e l f i s h  s e r v i c e  t o  i t .  I n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  D av id
a l o n e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  " p r e s e n t  s u c c e s s , "  and
44
t o  him b e l o n g e d  " a l l  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  i t s  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e . "
4 3 D av id  Boyd t o  E t t i e  Boyd, c o p y ,  May 26 ,  1899 ,  i b i d .; 
D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  D a v i d ' s  i l l n e s s  and d e a t h ,  u n d a t e d ,  i b i d .  
A l t h o u g h  u n s i g n e d ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  was p r o b a b l y  composed by 
LeRoy who by 1903 was g a t h e r i n g  d a t a  f o r  a f a m i l y  h i s t o r y .  
E t t i e  Boyd t o  LeRoy Boyd, O c t o b e r  12,  1903,  i n  Boyd (LeRoy 
S . ) P a p e r s ,  1 9 0 2 -1 9 0 3 ,  Box 1.
^Levin L. Hooe to Thomas D. Boyd, May 29, 1899, in
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P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  e x t r a v a g a n t  t r i b u t e  p a i d  t o  D a v id ,  
h o w ev er ,  came f rom  A. A. Gunby, an e x - c a d e t ,  d e v o t e d  f r i e n d  
and e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Monroe ( L o u i s i a n a )  B u l l e t i n . N o t i n g  t h a t  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  had h o n o r e d  i t s  n o b l e s t  e d u c a t o r ,  H o race  Mann, 
by e r e c t i n g  h i s  s t a t u e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h o u s e ,  Gunby 
commented t h a t  i t  was p r o b a b l y  " t o o  e a r l y "  t o  e x p e c t  a n y ­
t h i n g  o f  t h e  k i n d  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  B u t  t h e  day  w ou ld  come, he  
p r e d i c t e d ,  when t h e  p e o p l e  and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  would  " a d o r n  
t h e  p o r t a l s ” o f  t h e i r  c a p i t o l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a s t a t u e  o f  David 
Boyd, " L o u i s i a n a ' s  n o b l e s t  s o n  . . . t r u e s t  f r i e n d  / a n d /
. . . p u r e s t  ex am p le  o f  u n s e l f i s h  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c
t „45 w e a l .
A few  y e a r s  l a t e r  Gunby e u l o g i z e d  D a v id  more  f o r m a l l y  
when t h e  a lu m n i  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d e d i c a t e d  a new 
b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e i r  f o r m e r  t e a c h e r  a t  c o r n e r s t o n e  c e r e m o n i e s  
h e l d  on May 31, 1904.  In  an a d d r e s s  e n t i t l e d  "The  L i f e  and  
S e r v i c e s  o f  D a v id  F r e n c h  B o y d , "  Gunby t r a c e d  D a v i d ' s  c a r e e r ,  
e m p h a s i z i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  h a r d s h i p  he e n d u r e d  d u r i n g  Re­
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The d i a r y  he  k e p t  t h e n ,  Gunby r e m a r k e d ,  was a 
s t o r y  o f  " s t r u g g l e  and s u f f e r i n g ,  o f  p o v e r t y  and  s o r r o w ,  o f
Boyd (D av id  F . )  P a p e r s ,  Box 4; New O r l e a n s  T i m e s - D e m o c r a t ,
May 30, 1899 .
45 Monroe (La.) Bulletin, June 1, 1899, in Boyd (David
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p r i v a t i o n  and p a i n ,  o f  f o i l e d  e f f o r t s  and h o p e s  d e f e r r e d . ”
B u t ,  he  c o n t i n u e d :
I t  was a l s o  t h e  s t o r y  o f  u n d y in g  f a i t h  and  t r u s t  and c o n ­
f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  r i g h t .  I f  t h e r e  was a man i n  t h e  n i n e ­
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e n t i t l e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  ' n o b l e  army o f  mar­
t y r s '  i t  was D av id  F r e n c h  Boyd. He t r o d  t h e  w ine  
p r e s s  a l o n e  . . .46
No d o u b t  E t t i e  Boyd a g r e e d ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  w i t h  G u n by 's
t r i b u t e  t o  h e r  l a t e  h u s b a n d .  B u t  s h e  would  p r o b a b l y  have
d i s p u t e d  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  f l o u r i s h  t h a t  Dav id  " t r o d  t h e  w in e
p r e s s  a l o n e . ” W ith  a t r a c e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  b i t t e r n e s s  s h e
w r o t e  LeRoy Boyd i n  1910:
A l l  y o u r  Pap a  h ad ,  h e  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  LSU . . .
W ith  him LSU was f i r s t  . . .  I s a t  i n  G a r ig  H a l l  F r i d a y  
n i g h t  a t  a c o n c e r t  and t h e  L ee  and J a c k s o n  / J u l i o /  p i c ­
t u r e  was f a c i n g  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  T h i s  t h o u g h t  c r o s s e d  my 
mind  b e c a u s e  I knew t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  ' g i f t '  t o  
t h e  LSU: LSU s h o u l d  make a g i f t  o f  t h a t  p i c t u r e  l o  me, 
who s u f f e r e d  p r i v a t i o n s  u n t o l d  w h i l e  t h a t  p i c t u r e  money 
was b e i n g  c o l l e c t e d !  LSU s h o u l d  now make a g i f t  t o  DFB's
f a m i l y  / o f /  t h a t  t o k e n  o f  s a c r i f i c e — o f  b l o o d ! I can
47h a r d l y  b e a r  t o  l o o k  a t  i t .  ‘
F . )  P a p e r s ,  S c r a p b o o k .
4 6 ^ .  A. Gunby, " L i f e  and  S e r v i c e s  o f  D av id  F r e n c h  
B o y d , ” 2 5 - 2 6 .
4 7 / £ t t i e  Boyd7 t o  /LeRoy  S. B o y d / ,  u n d a t e d ,  i n  
F l e m i n g  ( W a l t e r  L . )  G ' o l l e c t i o n ,  A l p h a b e t i c a l  F i l e ,  Box 7.  
T h i s  l e t t e r  b e a r s  no s a l u t a t i o n ,  s i g n a t u r e  o r  d a t e ,  b u t  i t s  
c o n t e n t s  c l e a r l y  r e v e a l  who w r o t e  i t  and  f o r  whom i t  was i n ­
t e n d e d .  A r e f e r e n c e  t o  W a l t e r  Lynwood F l e m i n g ,  E t t i e ' s  
s o n - i n - l a w ,  who was t h e n  a p r o f e s s o r  o f  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  U n i­
v e r s i t y ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  was p r o b a b l y  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  1910.
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e  b e s t  and m o s t  b a l a n c e d  t r i b u t e  t o  D av id  
Boyd came f ro m  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  who d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  i t  f o r  p u b l i c  
c o n s u m p t i o n .  I n  a b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r ­
v i s o r s  on J u n e  26 ,  1899,  Tom Boyd d e c l a r e d  i n  p a r t :
I t  i s  n o t  f o r  me h e r e  t o  e x t o l  h i s  v i r t u e s ;  b u t  w h e t h e r  he 
was g r e a t  and g ood ,  and  w i s e ,  o r  t h e  r e v e r s e ,  a l l  t h a t  he 
was and a l l  t h a t  he  had  he g a v e  t o  h i s  f e l l o w  men. H is  
c a r e e r  i s  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  
w h ich  he s e r v e d  s o  l o n g  and w i t h  s u c h  u n s e l f i s h  d e v o t i o n ;  
and h i s  b e s t  m e m o r i a l  i s  t h e  monument o f  l o v e  i n  t h e  
h e a r t s  o f  t h e  many men he  t a u g h t .
A  O
M i n u te s  o f  t h e  Board  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  J u n e  2 6 ,  1899 ,
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R e c o rd s  o f  t h e  Union  a nd  C o n f e d e r a t e  A r m i e s . 127 
v o l s .  W a s h in g to n :  Government  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,
1 8 8 0 -1 9 0 1 .
2 .  S t a t e
L o u i s i a n a  A c t s , 1877 ,
L o u i s i a n a  House D e b a t e s , 1870.
L o u i s i a n a  House  J o u r n a l .
E x t r a  S e s s i o n ,  1877 .
R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  1880 .
1 s t  E x t r a  S e s s i o n ,  1881 .
2nd  E x t r a  S e s s i o n ,  1881 .
R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  1882.
L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t i v e  D o c u m e n ts . 1 8 6 0 - 8 2 .
A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m in a ry  o f  L e a r n i n g  and  M i l i t a r y  
Academy, 1 8 5 9 - 6 0 ,  1 8 6 5 - 6 9 .
A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 8 7 0 - 7 1 ,  1873 ( p a r t i a l ) ,  1874,  1 8 8 0 - 8 2 .
L o u i s i a n a  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t io n ,  
1879 .
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L o u i s i a n a  S e n a t e  D e b a t e s , 1 8 6 4 ,  1 8 70 .
L o u i s i a n a  S e n a t e  J o u r n a l .
E x t r a  S e s s i o n ,  1 8 7 7 .
R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  1 8 8 0 .
1 s t  E x t r a  S e s s i o n ,  1 8 8 1 .
2 n d  E x t r a  S e s s i o n ,  1 8 8 1 .  
R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n ,  1 8 8 2 .
N e w s p a p e r s
A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  D e m o c r a t , J u l y  13 ,  1 8 5 9 — A p r i l  2 5 ,  1860 ;
J u n e  14 ,  1 8 6 5 - J u n e  2 4 ,  1868;  J u l y  1 ,  1 8 6 8 -N o vem b er  
3 ,  1 8 6 9 .
A l e x a n d r i a  ( L a . )  C a u c a s i a n . A p r i l  4 ,  1 8 7 4 - M a r c h  2 7 ,  1 8 7 5 .
B a to n  Rouge B u l l e t i n .  J u n e  19 ,  1 8 9 7 .
B a t o n  Rouge  G ra n d  E r a , F e b r u a r y  17 ,  1 8 7 7 .
B a t o n  Rouge  M o rn in g  A d v o c a t e , J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 4 2 .
B a t o n  Rouge  S t a t e - T i m e s , O c t o b e r  12 ,  1 9 3 4 .
B a t o n  Rouge  T r i - W e e k l y  A d v o c a t e , O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1 8 6 9 ;  F e b r u ­
a r y  9 ,  March 2 3 ,  J u l y  1 ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  November  30, 
1 8 7 0 ;  J u n e  3 0 ,  A u g u s t  2 8 ,  1 8 71 .
B a t o n  Rouge  W eekly  P r e s s , A u g u s t  3 ,  1 8 8 2 .
( B a t o n  R o u g e )  L o u i s i a n a  C a p i t o l i a n , F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 8 7 9 -May 
1 8 ,  1 8 8 0 .
B a to n  Rouge  D a i l y  C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e . J a n u a r y  5 ,  1 8 8 2 -  
S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 8 8 6 .
( B a t o n  R o u g e )  L o u i s i a n a  T r i - W e e k l y  C a p i t o l i a n . May 18 ,  
1 8 8 0 - J a n u a r y  5 ,  1 88 2 .
( F r a n k f o r t ,  K y . )  W e s t e r n  A r g u s . J u l y  1 2 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1888.
( L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y )  R e v i l l e . J a n u a r y  14 ,  1 8 9 7 -May 
3 1 ,  19 0 0 .
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( M o n r o e v i l l e ,  A l a . )  Monroe J o u r n a l , O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  November 
6 , 1883 .
Montgomery ( A l a . )  D a i l y  A d v e r t i s e r , J a n u a r y ,  1 8 8 3 - J u n e ,  
1 88 4 .
Montgomery ( A l a . )  Sem i-W eek ly  A d v e r t i s e r , J u n e  1 5 ,  1884 .
New O r l e a n s  D a i l y  P i c a y u n e , A u g u s t  2 9 ,  1865; O c t o b e r  19,
1869;  J u n e  3 0 ,  1873; March 13, 1877;  May 3 0 ,  1899;
November 19 ,  1902; November 2 9 ,  1907 .
New O r l e a n s  D e m o c r a t , J u l y  3 1 ,  1 88 0 .
New O r l e a n s  R e p u b l i c a n , A u g u s t  10 ,  1 1 ,  2 4 ,  18 6 7 .
New O r l e a n s  T i m e s - D e m o c r a t , May 3 0 ,  18 9 9 .
O p e l i k a  ( A l a . )  P o s t , O c t o b e r  5 ,  1884;  J u n e  14,  1895;  J u l y  
2 9 ,  1896; J u n e  2 5 ,  1897;  May 1 ,  1903 .
O p e l i k a  ( A l a . )  T i m e s , A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1 8 8 3 .
Se lm a  ( A l a . )  M orn ing  T i m e s , May 2 1 ,  1 8 8 4 .
T h e s e s  and  D i s s e r t a t i o n s
A i l l e t ,  J o s e p h .  "The H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C l a i b o r n e  
P a r i s h . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1937 .
B e a s l e y ,  Leon Odum. "A H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  
D u r i n g  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  P e r i o d ,  1 S 6 2 - 1 8 7 7 . "  Un­
p u b l i s h e d  P h .D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y ,  1 95 7 .
B e c n e l ,  J o s e p h  R. "A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  
a t  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  
M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1953 .
H a i r ,  W i l l i a m  I .  "The A g r a r i a n  P r o t e s t  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  
1 8 7 7 - 1 9 0 0 . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  Ph .  D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 96 2 .
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H a l l ,  D o u g la s  M i l l e r .  " P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a
D u r i n g  t h e  War B e tw een  t h e  S t a t e s ,  w i t h  S p e c i a l  
R e f e r e n c e  t o  New O r l e a n s . " U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  
t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 94 0 .
H i g h s m i t h ,  W i l l i a m  E .  " L o u i s i a n a  D u r i n g  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . "
U n p u b l i s h e d  Ph .  D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1953 .
H u f f ,  G e o r g e  Adams. " P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  D u r i n g  
t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  P e r i o d ,  1 8 6 6 - 1 8 7 6 . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  
M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 3 9 .
H u f f ,  Mary B e l l .  "A L e g a l  H i s t o r y  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e . "  
U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1935 .
McKay, W i l l i a m  D a v i d .  "A H i s t o r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  R a p id e s  
P a r i s h ,  1 8 0 5 - 1 9 1 5 . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 93 6 .
Memelo, G e r m a i n e .  "The D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S t a t e  Laws C o n c e r n ­
i n g  t h e  N egro  i n  L o u i s i a n a . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  
t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 56 .
Rey ,  M y r t l e .  " R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  i n  L o u i s i ­
a n a . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1933 ,
S i n g l e t a r y ,  O t i s  A. "The R e s t o r a t i o n  o f  W h i t e  Suprem acy
i n  L o u i s i a n a . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i ­
s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 4 9 .
T u r n e r ,  Howard .  " R o b e r t  M. L u s h e r . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  
t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1944 .
V a rn a d o ,  O t t o  S i n g l e t e r r y .  "A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E a r l y  I n s t i ­
t u t i o n s  o f  H i g h e r  L e a r n i n g  i n  L o u i s i a n a . "  Unpub­
l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 92 7 .
W i l l i a m s ,  R i c h a r d  H obson .  " G e n e r a l  B a n k s ' s  Red R i v e r  Cam­
p a i g n . "  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 3 4 .
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P a m p h le t s
Boyd,  D a v id  F r e n c h .  A d d r e s s  o f  C o l .  D« F .  Boyd on t h e
A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  D e l t a  R i f l e s ,  4 t h  L a .  R e g i m e n t , 
C o n f e d e r a t e  S t a t e s  Army, a t  P o r t  A l l e n ,  W. B a to n  
R o u g e ,  L o u i s i a n a . B a to n  Rouge:  C a p i t o l i a n
A d v o c a t e  Book a n d  J o b  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 887 .
__________ . A d d r e s s  o f  P .  F .  Boyd t o  t h e  G r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s ,
D e l i v e r e d  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 8 6 9 . New O r l e a n s ;  J a s .  A. 
G re sh a m ,  18 6 9 .
__________ . A n n u a l  A d d r e s s  t o  t h e  G r a d u a t e s  o f  1872 o f  t h e
L. S .  U. by D a v id  F .  Boyd,  S u p t .  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 8 7 2 .
New O r l e a n s :  A. W. H y a t t ,  1872 .
. G e n e r a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e , 
1 8 0 6 - 1 8 8 8 . B a to n  Rouge:  B a u e r  P r i n t  C o . ,  1 8 9 9 .
__________ . L e t t e r  A d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  C i t i z e n s  o f  New O r l e a n s
by D. F .  Boyd,  S e p t .  1 7 ,  1 8 7 3 , B a to n  Rouge:  / ? 7 ,
1 8 7 3 .
__________ . M e m o r ia l  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Members o f  t h e  S t a t e
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  C o n c e r n i n g  a  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y .  New O r l e a n s :  A. W. H y a t t ,  / 1 8 7 9 / .
__________ . Scheme t o  R a i s e  an  Endowment F un d :  P a t r o n a g e  t o
b e  I n c r e a s e d ;  T u i t i o n  F e e s  t o  be  R e d u c e d .  A B e n e ­
f i t  t o  t h e  P a t r o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .
New O r l e a n s :  T .  H. Thomason,  /T 8 7 2 J ,
B u r w e l l ,  W. M. A d d r e s s  D e l i v e r e d  B e f o r e  t h e  F a c u l t y  a n d  
S t u d e n t s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  J u n e  2 5 , 
1 8 7 1 . /New O r l e a n s / 7: P r i c e - C u r r e n t  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,
Z lS7l7 .
Conway, T h o s . W. C o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Laws o f  L o u i s i a n a  Now 
i n  F o r c e ,  f o r  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  S u p p o r t  o f  a  
S y s t e m  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n . New O r l e a n s :  The
R e p u b l i c a n , 1 8 70 .
6 9 4
D a l r y m p l e ,  Wm. H. A B r i e f  S k e t c h ,  I l l u s t r a t e d ,  o f  t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e . B a t o n  Rouge:  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y ,  / 1 9 2 2 7 .
D e V e re ,  S c h e i e  M. ( c o m p . ) .  S t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a :  A S e m i - C e n t e n n i a l  C a t a l o g  W i th  B r i e f
B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h e s . B a l t i m o r e :  C h a r l e s
H a r v e y  a n d  C o . , / T 8 7 5 / .
E d w a r d s ,  C h a r l e s  W e s l e y .  A u b u rn  S t a r t s  a  S e c o n d  C e n t u r y . 
A u b u r n :  / u n i v e r s i t y / ,  1 9 5 8 ,
E g a n ,  B. A d d r e s s  D e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  Commencement E x e r c i s e s , 
J u n e  2 9 ,  1 8 6 6 . ( L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  Q u a r ­
t e r l y , V o l .  I ,  No, 1 . )  B a t o n  R o u g e :  / L o u i s i a n a
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y / ,  1 9 0 1 -1 9 0 2 ^   ( F i r s t  p u b l i s h e d
i n  1866 :  A l e x a n d r i a ,  L a . ,  / ? / .
F l e t c h e r ,  J o e l .  L o u i s i a n a  E d u c a t i o n  S i n c e  C o l o n i a l  D a y s .
L a f a y e t t e ,  L a . :  S o u t h w e s t e r n  L o u i s i a n a  I n s t i t u t e ,
1 9 4 8 .
Gunby,  Andrew A u g u s t u s .  N a t i o n a l  A i d  t o  E d u c a t i o n :
Commencement A d d r e s s ,  J u l y  4 ,  1 8 8 4 . B a to n  R o u g e : 
C a p i t o l i a n - A d v o c a t e  S t e a m  J o b  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,
1 8 8 4 .
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e .
P e t i t i o n  on  B e h a l f  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M echan­
i c a l  C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a .  P r a y i n g  
A g a i n s t  i t s  Rem oval  f r o m  i t s  P r e s e n t  L o c a t i o n ,  
C h a l m e t t e . New O r l e a n s : German G a z e t t e  J o b
p r t g .  O f f i c e ,  1 8 7 7 .
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  S e m i n a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g  a n d  M i l i t a r y  Academy. 
R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  S e m i n a r y  o f  L e a r n i n g  a n d  M i l i t a r y  A cad em y , 
N ear  A l e x a n d r i a . C i n c i n n a t i :  Moor,  W i l s t a c h ,
Keys a n d  C o . ,  1 8 6 0 .
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  P r o s p e c t u s  f o r  S e s s / o n  
1 8 7 3 - 7 4 .  / B a t o n  R ouge :  U n i v e r s i t y ,  187^/.
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L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  
C o l l e g e .  C a d e t  R e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e -  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e  
a t  B a to n  R o u g e ,  L o u i s i a n a . B a t o n  R ouge :  C a p i t o l i -
an  Book a n d  J o b  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 8 8 1 .
__________ . I n d u s t r i a l  E d u c a t i o n  and  M i l i t a r y  E d u c a t i o n .
New O r l e a n s :  A. IV, H y a t t ,  S t a t i o n e r  a n d  P r i n t i n g ,
1 8 7 8 .
__________ . M e m o r ia l  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  / t o  t h e
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b ly  o f  L o u i s i a n a 7 ,  1 8 8 0 . New 
O r l e a n s :  D e m o c r a t  P r t g .  O f f i c e ,  18 8 0 .
 . M i l i t a r y  E d u c a t i o n .  B a to n  R o u g e ,  L o u i s i a n a ,
F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1 8 7 8 . New O r l e a n s :  A. W. H y a t t ,
1 87 8 .
__________ . O f f i c i a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  t h e  O f f i c e r s  a n d  C a d e t s  o f
L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  
M e c h a n i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  1 8 7 7 - 7 8 . New O r l e a n s :  A. W.
H y a t t ,  1 8 7 8 .
 . P r o s p e c t u s  for^ S e s s i o n  1 8 8 0 - 8 1 .  / B a t o n  Rouge :
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 8 8 0 / .
/ N i c h o l s o n ,  J .  W • R e p o r t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  / o f  L o u i s i a n a  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  
C o l l e g e /  f o r  t h e  Y e a r  E n d in g  J u n e  3 0 ,  1893 t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e . B a t o n  R ouge :  T r u t h  Book a n d  J o b
O f f i c e ,  1 8 9 3 .
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